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‘New Law Enforcement Center ’
Falls City Journal — March 22, 2016

Build it, and they will come. 
That’s exactly what happened last Friday when 

the new Richardson County Law Enforcement Cen-
ter opened its doors for public tours. People came. 
The center, which is located in the former armory 
building west of Falls City on highway eight, will 
house inmates beginning Monday, August 15.  But 
Friday, it was swarmed with law-abiding citizens 

‘Guilty’ ‘Braniff 50th Anniversary’
Falls City Journal — December 6, 2016 Falls City Journal — August 2, 2016

By: Bill Schock
Fifty years ago this coming Saturday night, Au-

gust 6th, a burning Braniff International jet airlin-
er, Flight 250, with 42 people aboard plunged from 
the sky and crashed into Tony Schawang’s soybean 
field, 12 miles northeast of Falls City. 

There were no survivors. 
It was the worst commercial air crash in Nebras-

 Following is the list of county 
residents and former county resi-
dents whose obituaries appeared in 
the Falls City Journal in 20l6:

January
3. Allan E. Brown, 80, Pawnee 

City; Claude ‘Dwayne’ Kistner, 80, 
Dawson.

5. Gladys Schulenberg, 85, Lev-
enworth.

7. Martha Higgins, 83, FC.
10. Carol Rieschick, 92, FC.
14. Genevieve ‘Jenny’ Margrave, 

86, FC.
17. Ronald E. Niedfeldt, 58, Be-

atrice; Patricia Reschke, 83, Nixa, 
MO.

20. Kenneth Yoesel, 88, Sabetha, 
KS.

22. Robert ‘Bob’ Schawang, 71, 
Winter Haven, FL; Elmer J. More-
head, 91, FC.

23. Clifford D. Elwonger, 88, FC; 
Dorthy Maye Weinert Greenwood, 
84, Colorado Springs, CO.

25. Rudolph Habrich, 86, FC.
24. Merna ‘Jeannine’ Hanika, 

86, Humboldt; Bettye J. Johnson, 
92, FC.

26. Anna Bierman, 95.
29. Larry E. Rosenberger, 63, 

FC; James Gall, 89, Reserve, KS; 
David Wisdom, 68, FC; William 
Quigley, 85, Belleville, KS.

31. Mary Sawyer, 92, FC.; Ear-
nest Rumbaugh, Jr., 86.

February
1. Elmer Linderman, 95, FC; 

Lois Richardson Wittwer, 84, 
Humboldt.

4. J. W. Standridge, 89, FC; Nor-
bert Darveau, 78, Valley Falls, KS.

8. Braden Blake Nelson, 58, 
Saratoga, WY.

9. Mary Bauman Lindstrom, 63, 
Omaha.

12. Carmen Jensen, 72, Omaha.
13. Margaret Goldsmith Rice, 

88, Raleigh, NC.
18. Harry L. Strasil, Jr., 72, FC.
22. Mary Campbell, 91, FC.
25. Juanita Hanika, 87, FC.
26. Larry D. Troncin, 68, FC; 

Robert Hedricks, 78, Fargo, ND.
29. Ruth Arnold, 69, Omaha.

March
2. Harry Gibbs, 77, Nebraska 

City.
5. Susie Vonderschmidt, 67, 

Osage Beach, MO,.
13. Walter Albert ‘Bud’ Marx, 

Jr., 89, FC.
 20. Loretta Barber, 72, Rulo; 
Claire Elaine Hutson, 8, Camp 
Verde, AZ; Charles Loghry, 79, FC; 
Robert Nolte, Jr., 63, Wildersville, 
TN; Velma Chandler, 92, Lincoln.
 22. Jerome Keithley, 52, FC.
 28. Naomi Bahr, 94, FC.
 30. Douglas Lee Ramer, 55, 
Crete. 

Obituaries
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Falls City Thank you to the Falls City Police De-
partment for showing our children that po-
licewomen and policemen are heroes and 
not to be feared. In these times, we need 
events like this!

Back to normal 
after hectic days

The wreckage has been 
loaded on flatbeds and the in-
vestigators who combed it by 
day have folded their tents, 
like the Arabs, and as silently 
have stolen away. 

By Bill Schock
Our apologies to Henry Wad-

sworth Longfellow, but a parody 
on his words sort of seemed in 
order. “The Crash” is history 
and the last load of wreckage of 
the once sleek BAC-111 jetliner 
now is in a hangar in Kansas 
City, where safety technicians 
of the civil aeronautics board 
are continuing their analysis of 
why the aircraft came to such an 
inglorious end. 

It has been an emotional 12 
days no one connected with any 
phase of “The Crash” is likely 
to forget. And that includes the 
Antone Schawangs and Dennis 
Bauman and many others who 
first spotted “the ball of fire” the 
night of Aug. 6, the Guardsmen 

The following story 
wrapped up the Journal’s 

intense coverage of the 
Braniff Airways Flight 250 

crash northwest of Falls City 
on August 6, 1966, killing 42 

people, appeared in the 
Journal on Aug. 19, 1966.

(Please turn to Page 9)

Rodney F. Knaup. 81, a commu-
nity leader and contributor for de-
cades and a man who was respect-
ful and soothed difficult times for 
so many families, passed away 
Thursday, Aug. 4, 2016, at Falls 
City.
   Rod was born April 2, 1935, at 
Elmwood, NE, the son of the late 
Henry and Gene Ola (Fitch) Knaup.  
He served in the National Guard at 
Ft. Leavenworth, KS.
   He spent his early years on a farm 
near Murdock, NE.  His family lat-
er moved into Weeping Water, NE, 
and he graduated from Weeping 
Water High School in 1953.  Rod 
attended Peru State College and, 
in 1956, graduated from Worsham 
College of Mortuary Science in 
Chicago.  He returned to Weeping 
Water where he worked for Hobson 
Funeral Home until moving to Falls 
City in 1961, where he took em-
ployment at Dorr Funeral Home.
   On Sept. 28, 1963, he married 
Elizabeth “Betty” James at Nebras-
ka City.  She passed away Dec. 7, 
2008.
   Rodney became an owner of Dorr 
Funeral Home following the death 
of Mr. Dorr.  He retired in August 
of 2009.  
   He received his 50-year Funeral 

Funeral services for 
Rodney Knaup to 
be held this Friday

(Please turn to Page 3)

By Lori Gottula
Build it, and they will come. 
That’s exactly what happened last Friday when the 

new Richardson County Law Enforcement Center 
opened its doors for public tours. People came. The 
center, which is located in the former armory build-
ing west of Falls City on highway eight, will house 
inmates beginning Monday, August 15.  But Friday, it 
was swarmed with law-abiding citizens who wanted to 
see the facility and its state-of-the-art security technol-
ogy—technology that will keep the “good guys” safe 
while serving justice to the “bad guys.” 

Tours were granted from three to eight p.m., with five 

or six groups at a time mingling together in the confines 
of Richardson County’s new jail and law enforcement 
offices. Each group had anywhere from six to twenty 
people who listened intently as Sheriff Don Pounds, a 
few deputies, two jail supervisors, and even the main-
tenance man led tours. Jail supervisor, Ivan Taff, did an 
excellent job during the three o’clock tour. 

The new Center, which was built by AHRS of Bern, 
Kansas, came with a taxpayer price-tag of approxi-
mately four-million dollars.  But the county apparently 
had little choice about spending the money. In an inter-
view after one of the tours, Sheriff Pounds stated that 

Richardson County Law Enforcement Center 
shows off new facility prior to formal opening

   Sheriff Don Pounds shows off the new 911 equipment housed in the Richardson County Law En-
forcement Center. (Photo by Lori Gottula)

(Please turn to Page 6)

- Page 7

A day of emotional remembrance and healing
By: Bill Schock

August 6th, 1966, a horrible day in the lives of 
the families of the 42 persons killed in the crash 
of Braniff Airways flight 250 in the Tony Scha-
wang soy bean field 10 miles northeast of Falls 
City. August 6, 2016, a day of remembrance, 
healing and hopefully a degree of closure for 
those families on the 50th anniversary of the 
crash.

The memorial anniversary event was planned 
and executed by the Richardson County Histori-
cal Society. Approximately 100 attended, includ-
ing many family members of flight 250.

The day’s event began at 9:30 am with cof-
fee and rolls served in the county museum’s 
Ag Building. Following the social hour, Sacred 
Heart School busses provided transportation to 
the crash sight where 10 years ago a memorial 
was erected to acknowledge the disaster on the 
40th anniversary. The marker was donated and 
erected by Kenny and Korey Schawang and Dan 
Scholl. 

The Rev. Nile Buch of Lincoln presided in a 
moving memorial service as he had done on the 
40th anniversary of the jet liner crash. Rev. Buch 
read prepared remarks; “It is very infrequent that 

a commercial airliner experiences a crash land-
ing. But one tragic moment happened 50 years 
ago today. We want to remember that event be-
cause it has had a powerful impact on the lives 
of so many folks. Forty-two individuals died 
when a thunderstorm became an overpowering 
obstacle. Life has never been the same after this 
happening but life has continued to move us 
forward in our journey on this earth. Today we 
want to reflect for the sake of experiencing more 
of the wisdom and healing resulting from what 
happened on August 6th, 1966. We always 

Immediate families of the crash victims gathered behind the memorial. (Photo by Don Dodds)

(Please turn to Page 14)

Highland Community 
College to feature photographer 

Harland Schuster

-Page 7

(Photo by Brian McKim)
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 An art competition of works created locally will be held by the Richard-
son County Arts and 
Humanities Council at 
the beginning of the 
new year, and the piec-
es will be on display 
inside the Stalder Gal-
lery at the Falls City 
Library & Arts Center 
from Jan. 12-Feb. 11, 
2017. 
 Area artists are in-
vited to showcase their 
talents and promote 
the strong art commu-
nity existing in south-
eastern Nebraska and 
surrounding areas. Artwork will be accepted from 5-8 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 5, 
and from 9 a.m.-noon Saturday, Jan. 7 (other arrangements to enter work can 
be made by contacting Curator Christina Wertenberger at 402-245-6034). An 
opening exhibition reception and juror remarks will be held at 7 p.m. Thurs-
day, Jan. 12, at the Stalder Gallery. 
 All media are accepted and works will be juried across the mediums. 
Cost is $10 per entry or three for $25 (limit of three) and monetary prizes 
will be awarded, based on the number of entries received. Artists will re-
lease the right of their work to be printed for a solo run of postcards to be 
sold during the exhibition in Lydia’s: Gifts Beyond the Books Gift Store. 
Standard 2D entries must not exceed 48 inches in either direction; 3D 
works must not exceed 50 pounds and the base must not exceed 12 inches 
in either direction unless intended for floor presentation.

By: Lori Gottula
 A few weeks ago, I was in the parking lot 
of Christ’s Place, the church that I attend in 
Lincoln, when a young woman raced excit-
edly to my car, pointed at the back seat, and 
said with a Russian accent, “Where did you 
get those?”
 I looked in and saw several shoeboxes 
for Operation Christmas Child, one of many 
programs founded and sponsored by the non-
profit organization, Samaritan’s Purse. Oper-
ation Christmas Child provides shoeboxes to 
donors who fill them with toys, small clothing 
items, pajamas, toothbrushes, and just about 
anything else that will fit in a shoebox. Then 
Samaritan’s Purse ships them at Christmas 
time to needy children all around the world. 
 The woman asked if she could have four 
of the boxes so that each of her children 
could fill one. I reached into the back seat, 
and pulled out four. She clutched them to her 
chest. 
 “I’ve been looking all over for these,” 
she said. “My family came from Ukraine 
nine years ago. When we lived there, my son 
received one of these boxes. I can’t tell you 
what it meant to us.” 
 I watched with curiosity as her eyes 
welled with memories. Her voice cracked as 
she looked at me and said softly, “When we 
opened the box, love poured out.”
 That was all it took. I knew that her story 
was one I wanted to hear, and to share. Two 
weeks later, I sat in her kitchen in Lincoln, 
and drank hot tea from delicate china, while 
we talked about her life. 
 When Luda Smyshliaiev, 35, was a young 
child, she was reared by Christian parents in 
the Ukrainian republic of the Union of Soviet 
Socialist Republics, which had been ruled for 

decades with the iron fists of the communist 
party, and the KGB.
 “We had no freedoms whatsoever,” Luda 
said. “The government told us that God was 
a lie, so we weren’t allowed to worship. The 
KGB could burst through the door at any time 
and arrest people for anything. My grand-
parents were arrested many times for host-
ing Christian meetings. We had no idea if or 
when they would come home. No one could 
speak out against the government, gather in 
groups, or even listen to Christian music! 
 “In school, we had to sit with our arms 
crossed. There was no laughing. No fun. Yet 
the government told us that the U.S.S.R. was 
the most powerful nation in the world, and 
that things were much worse in other coun-
tries. We had no way of knowing that this 
wasn’t true.
 “This was during the time of the cold war, 
and the stores only sold one or two choices 
of everything. We had one choice of laundry 
detergent and one choice for soap, maybe 
two choices of dresses or pants. The govern-
ment wanted everyone to be the same. But 
people didn’t want to be the same, so my 
parents made a good living making clothes 
for people. They worked hard, and were very 
respected.”
 When Mikhail Gorbachev was elected 
leader of the Soviet Union (his name was the 
only one on the ballot), life for everyone in 
the USSR changed. Even though Gorbachev 
was an official in the communist party, he ba-
sically brought about the dissolution of the 
party and the USSR and gave basic freedoms 
back to the people. 
 “Grocery stores and clothing stores 
popped up all over then,” Luda said. “People 

(Please turn to Page 3)

CALLING ALL LOCAL ARTISTS!

Photo by Nikki McKim

 The holidays are certainly brighter than they used to be along Harlan Street, with the striking addition of 27 LED snowflakes, each 
measuring six feet tall, hanging from the street lights. Falls City Chamber/Main Street Director David Branch solicited some $45,000 in 
donations and purchased the ornaments early, at a 40 percent discount. The Richardson County Visitor’s Committee, F&M Bank and the 
City were among the largest contributors, Branch said. He also praised the work of the City line crew, who had to upgrade the wiring on 
each pole. In addition to the snowflakes, new wreaths and garland now hang proudly around the Courthouse, and three new entrance 
signs welcome visitors to Falls City. 
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‘A date which will live in infamy’

 It took a jury little more than an hour 
Friday afternoon to find 35-year-old 
Desiderio Hernandez guilty of first-de-
gree murder in the shooting death of his 
cousin, Joseph Debella, in early August 
2015. 
 After hearing testimony from Mon-
day afternoon through Friday morning, 
the jury got the case at 1:45 p.m. and re-
turned just after 3. They also found Her-
nandez guilty of use of a deadly weapon 
to commit a felony and possession of a 
firearm by a prohibited person. He will 
be sentenced Jan. 31, 2017. While vot-
ers in November opted to repeal a bill 
that was set to abolish the death pen-
alty, the murder case against Hernandez 
didn’t possess the “aggravating circum-
stances” necessary to make it eligible 
for capital punishment. Those circum-

‘Love poured out’

stances usually apply when multiple 
murders are committed at once, or if a 
murder was exceptionally brutal. All 10 
of Nebraska’s current death row pris-
oners either have multiple first-degree 
murder convictions, or killed a child. 
 Hernandez faces a sentence of life in 
prison without the possibility of parole. 

The jury believed witness testimo-
ny and forensic evidence presented by 
prosecutors with the Attorney General’s 
Office that pointed at Hernandez for 
the shooting death of his 31-year-old 
cousin in the basement of a Falls City 
residence. 

The prosecution argued that Her-
nandez intentionally fired the gunshot 
that struck Debella in the head and ulti-
mately resulted in his death in a Lincoln 
hospital more than a week later. Wit-
nesses inside the home at the time of the 
shooting said they “heard a loud noise 
come from the basement area” and a 
short time later observed Hernandez 
emerge from the basement.

Debella was located on the floor, un-
responsive and with labored breathing. 

Guilty verdict returned 
in 2015 shooting death
Murder conviction 
could land FC man 
in prison for life
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“A lovely local man we all 
love and adore has a birthday 
this week! We love you Billy Boy! 
Happy Birthday!”
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Charles W. Herbster with Mrs. Shirley Dobson (left), Chairwoman 2016 National Day of Prayer and Anne Gra-
ham Lotz (center), future Chairwoman of the National Day of Prayer.

The National Day of Prayer 
is an historic and vital part of our 
collective heritage as Americans.  
Even before the Declaration of In-
dependence was signed in 1775, 
the Continental Congress asked 
the colonies to pray for wisdom in 
forming a nation. A call to prayer 
has continued throughout our his-
tory, including President Lincoln’s 
proclamation of a day of “fasting 
and prayer” during the Civil War 

Local Falls City farmer and businessman hosts 
National Day of Prayer event in Washington, D.C.

in 1863.  In 1952, a joint resolution 
by Congress, signed by President 
Harry Truman, declared an annual 
day of prayer.  In 1988, the proc-
lamation was amended and signed 
by President Ronald Reagan, per-
manently setting the National Day 
of Prayer as the first Thursday of 
every May.  

On May 5, 2016, this nation 
marked the 65th annual obser-
vance of the National Day of 

Prayer throughout the country and 
in Washington, D.C. Local farmer 
and businessman Charles W. Herb-
ster took part in the events. Mr. 
Herbster has been an active mem-
ber and sponsor of the National 
Day of Prayer Task force for over 
15 years.  He has worked exten-
sively with Mrs. Shirley Dobson, 
Chairwoman of the National Day 
of Prayer, and her husband, noted 

Falls City Journal 
office closed 
August 4 and 5

(Please turn to Page 3)

The office of the Falls City Jour-
nal will be closed on Thursday, Au-
gust 4 and Friday, August 5. 

The deadline for ads to run in the 
August 9, Journal will be Monday, 
August 8 by 9:00 a.m. If you have 
any questions or need to discuss 
getting something in to the paper, 
please contact Nikki at nikkifcjour-
nal@sentco.net or fcjournalads@
sentco.net. 

The August 9, Falls City Journal 
will publish and be delivered on 
Tuesday, as usual. 

By: Bill Schock
Fifty years ago this coming Saturday night, August 6th, a burning Bran-

iff International jet airliner, Flight 250, with 42 people aboard plunged 
from the sky and crashed into Tony Schawang’s soybean field, 12 miles 
northeast of Falls City. 

There were no survivors. 
It was the worst commercial air crash in Nebraska history. 
On Saturday, the 50th Anniversary of the tragedy, a gathering of ap-

proximately 100 family members of the crash victims and others will be 
held at the Richardson County Historical Museum. It will begin at 9:30 

50th Anniversary of Air Crash to be observed
a.m. and the visit to the crash site will follow at 10:30. Then a lunch will 
be held at the museum.

The ill-fated airliner was flying from Kansas City to Omaha with 38 pas-
sengers and 4 crew members. 

The pilot and co-pilot had been briefed in Kansas City that a severe 
thunderstorm was raging in southeast Nebraska. Their flight plan was filed 
with a course taking them south of the storm.

As the airliner was skirting the storm, the lengthy Civil Aeronautics 
Board investigation in Omaha determined, a weather phenomenon, “wind 

(Please turn to Page 14)

Karen Boatright, 6th grade 
Language Arts and Social Stud-
ies teacher at Falls City Middle 
School, has been selected as one 
of two recipients of the 2016-2017 
Nebraska Association of Retired 
School Personnel (NARSP) Active 
Educator Scholarship.  The schol-
arship in the amount of $1,000 each 
is awarded annually to an active 
educator working toward an ad-
vanced degree or endorsement in a 
related field of education. 

By offering the scholarships to 
active educators in the field, NAR-
SP members have an opportunity 
to “maintain professional contacts 
and to develop new ones” with the 
district, schools, and educators in 
and around the communities of the 
local units. 

The NARSP Executive Board re-
viewed a total of ten quality semi-
finalist applications submitted from 
nine local units. 

Karen Boatright is pursuing a 
Master of Arts degree in Read-
ing (PK-12) at the University of 
Nebraska-Kearney.  The Southeast 
Nebraska Association of Retired 
School Personnel (Falls City) sub-
mitted her application.

Mrs. Boatright received her 
Bachelor of Arts degree in Second-
ary English Education from Ne-
braska Wesleyan University.  She 
has been an educator for twenty 
years.  

In her application Karen stated, 
“I have always loved reading and 
working with youth – that’s why 
I love teaching English!  Having 
taught 6-12 grades, I am shocked, 
amazed, and frustrated at the num-
ber of students who struggle to 
read.  I want to do all I can to fix 
this growing problem.  I also want 
to continue to improve and chal-

Karen Boatright 
named NARSP 
Scholarship Recipient

Karen Boatright

(Please turn to Page 3)

(Photo by Brian McKim)

The ghastly scene at the crash as bodies are retrieved. Photo by Bill Schock

(Continued on page 5)

In August 2016, the Falls City Police 
Dept. and City of FC hosted the very 
first National Night Out, an an-
nual nationwide commu-
nity policing event. 
It was the FCPD’s 
belief that hosting 
the very first “Night 
Out” would be a 
great opportunity to 
help build a stronger 
relationship with the 
community and citizens they 
serve.

Nationally, the event involved 38.5 
million people across 16,142 commu-
nities from more than 500 locations 
worldwide.

The FCPD is proud to announce its 
selection as a National Award Winner 
for outstanding participation in the 33rd 

Annual National Night Out; Falls City 
received the award for Rookie of the 

Year from the National Associa-
tion of Town Watch. It was 

estimated that more 
than 500 people at-
tended the event in 
FC.

It would not have 
been possible without 

donors, including Sac 
& Fox Tribe, SunMart, 

Mrs. Beasley’s and Sonic, to 
name a few. The names of all the 

donors were listed on a banner at the 
FC Aquatic Center, during the event 
and also published in the Journal. This 
event was also made possible because 
of many volunteers from other City de-
partments and organizations from the 
surrounding area.

Walk Don’t Run .......... Page 2
Days of Yore................ Page 4
Society ......................... Page 4 
Obituaries .................... Page 5
Public Record .............. Page 6

Falls City PD wins award for 
first annual National Night Out

 It took a jury little more than an hour Friday af-
ternoon to find 35-year-old Desiderio Hernandez 
guilty of first-degree murder in the shooting death of 
his cousin, Joseph Debella, in early August 2015. 
 After hearing testimony from Monday afternoon 
through Friday morning, the jury got the case at 
1:45 p.m. and returned just after 3. They also found 
Hernandez guilty of use of a deadly weapon to com-

 U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service Director Daniel Ashe early last month appar-
ently made the decision to rename Squaw Creek National Wildlife Refuge to — 
for now — Eagle Flats National Wildlife Refuge. 
 The name change was revealed during an invitation-only meeting held in 
mid-December. Director Ashe made the decision to remove the word “Squaw” 
because of its derogatory and offensive nature to Native Americans.
 “Eagle Flats,” as of now, is only an interim name of the refuge. 
 During the meeting, a number of people voiced their displeasure with the 
change. Some suggested the name “Loess Mounds National Wildlife Refuge” be 
submitted to the director for consideration as the permanent name. The official 
change will be made this month.
 Squaw Creek was established in 1935 by President Franklin D. Roosevelt. 
The refuge includes more than 7,400 acres of wetlands, grasslands and forests.

 
Congressional ethics.

Seriously funny.

Photo rendering

Squaw Creek shall be called by a new name



Walk,Don’t Run
By: Nikki McKim
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: FAMOUS INVENTIONS

ACROSS
1 The Mamas & the ____
6. Clingy plant
9. Half of Brangelina
13. Poem at a funeral
14. 2nd largest bird in the world
15. Palm grease
16. Abraham’s original name
17. *Columbia introduced the 33 1/3 ___ 
record
18. Painting support
19. *Originally known as safety cushion 
assembly
21. *Penny Farthing, e.g.
23. G in music
24. Damp and musty
25. Teacher org.
28. Locus, pl.
30. Opposite of cantata
35. Tiny leftovers
37. Jimmy Kimmel, e.g.
39. Fat cat in the Orient
40. *You can do this from afar with a tele-
scope
41. Certain saxes
43. Org. headquartered in Brussels
44. Not Doric nor Corinthian
46. Novice
47. Ponzi scheme, e.g.
48. “____ ____! This is the police!”
50. Trunk extension
52. Priestly garb
53. Sound of a bell
55. Deadeye’s forte
57. *Aid for the blind
61. Inquirers
64. Soup dispenser
65. ____ of war
67. Homeric epic
69. Like Tower of Pisa
70. North American country
71. Incessantly
72. Risky business, pl.
73. p in mph
74. Coastal feature

DOWN
1.”The Princess and the ____” fairy tale
2. “Fantastic Four” actress
3. ____wig or ____winkle
4. Petri dish jellies
5. It can be a mark, sign or word
6. Cause of Titanic’s demise
7. Strike caller
8. Cuban dance
9. Donkey cry
10. Reduced Instruction Set Computer
11. Cain’s unfortunate brother
12. Mark for omission
15. Call with a wave
20. Hello in 50th state
22. Deporting agency
24. Make moonshine, e.g.
25. *Jonas Salk’s conquest
26. Group of apes
27. Do penitence
29. *Early gun maker
31. Grannies
32. Manila hemp
33. Bottom line
34. *Manhattan Project invention
36. Largest organ of human body
38. Reality TV’s Spelling
42. Technical term for human bodies
45. Veal serving
49. Neighbor of Ger.
51. *Clothing named after a site of A-bomb 
testing
54. Reduce pressure
56. Cantaloupe, e.g.
57. Spill the beans
58. Relative speed of change
59. Miners’ passage
60. Misfortunes
61. #4 Down, sing.
62. Cambodian currency
63. Not loony
66. Put into service
68. *Nobel Prize-winning insecticidal, now 
banned

An open letter to new members of Legislature
Capitol View

By J.L. Schmidt
Statehouse Correspondent

Nebraska Press Association
Dear Newbies:
Yes, I imagine that some 

of you likely hate that term. 
I don’t blame you. Perhaps 
calling you freshmen would 
be better. But, 
the bottom line 
is this: You are 
new to this time-
honored tradi-
tion that we call 
the Nebraska 
Unicameral.

Yes, I know 
that some of you come from a 
strong political background, a 
couple of you have worked for 
state senators and at least one of 
you has political experience on the 
national level. I also know that a 
couple of you have extensive ex-
perience in party politics. But you 
have never had to push either the 
green or the red button to impact 
the lives of Nebraskans.

We will not forget that some of 
you received endorsements and 
some even substantial cash dona-
tions from the current Governor. 
That was more than a coincidence 
and in some cases driven by a 
vengeful attitude against your pre-
decessor who may not have voted 
the way the Governor would have 
liked.

Many of your colleagues have a 
whopping two years of experience 
at this business of governing. A 
handful have anywhere up to six 
or seven years. One has 41 years 
of experience. Yes, that would be 
the venerable Ernie Chambers. 
He’s the senator that people seem 
to love to hate. There hasn’t been 
a freshman class that hasn’t had 
at least one member who vows to 
beat Ernie at his own game.

That has, simply, never hap-
pened. The man knows the leg-
islative rules like the back of his 
hand and he plays them like a pia-
no. Willie Nelson was right when 
he said that “old age and treach-
ery will win out over youth and 
exuberance every time.” You will 
come to appreciate and respect 
Senator  Chambers as you get fa-
miliar with the big picture.

Be wary of attempts to band 
together with colleagues in an at-
tempt to “beat” Senator Chambers. 
Others have tried and the results 
have usually backfired. Maybe 
not immediately, but eventually. 
You may never see him writing 
down notes, but he does remem-
ber things said and done and those 
often come back to haunt the doer. 
Think filibuster.  

Remember the old adage that 
there is no such thing as a free 
lunch. You’ll understand, prob-
ably before the first week is over 
and definitely by the end of the 
month. 

Remember that there are three 
branches of government: the ex-
ecutive, legislative and judicial. 
You are operating in that middle 
group, but you will at some point 
this session feel like you are 
definitely in-between, as in sand-
wich.

If it seems like the lines have 
been blurred, it’s not your vision. 
It’s reality. Go back and read the 
third paragraph. Is it illegal? Not 
necessarily. Is it unethical? Prob-
ably debatable. Is it true to the 
notion of nonpartisan? Definitely 
NOT.

Congratulations on your elec-
tion to the nation’s only one-
house Legislature, no matter 

how or why you are here. I sin-
cerely hope you find that 
being a state senator is 
everything you hoped it 
would be. I hope you 

aren’t disappointed by the 
pace of the job. 

Most of all, I hope that 
the things you 

do are truly 
for your 
constitu-

ents … the folks who elected you, 
not the people who helped you get 
elected. Remember that you are a 
representative of roughly 37,000 
people who live in your district. 
You are here for them.

Above all else: be nonpartisan; 
be independent; do everything 
you do with integrity.

J.L. Schmidt has been covering 
Nebraska government and politics 
since 1979. He has been a regis-
tered independent for 18 years.
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Falls City

The night after Christmas I started to take down all of my Christ-
mas decorations. I hate doing it because that means that Christmas 
is really over and the ‘happiest season of all’ has ended. It’s just so 
depressing, but I’ve been trying to find my optimism lately. I tried 
telling myself that moving forward is a great thing. As I took down 
the stuffed Santa’s and multi-colored Christmas lights, I kept think-
ing that I needed to be present in this moment of my life and move 
forward because moving forward is what life’s all about. 

Now that we are in 2017, I’m trying to identify my strengths 
and my weaknesses. What I’m finding is that many of my strengths 
are due to my weaknesses and vice versa. Brian told me this week-
end that someone mentioned to him that I really ‘put it all out 
there.’  I didn’t know if it was a compliment or criticism. Putting 
it all out there was for a long time, my strength. I received really 
good feedback and I loved what I did with this column. Over time 
that strength turned into a weakness because people identified my 
wound and tossed salt into it. This new year, I’d like to turn it back 
into my strength. I won’t hold back or become more censored. I will 
continue to put it all out there because I want to be honest. In life, 
people hurt and not everything is perfect. Life is messy and honest, 
much like this column. I’ll just be more aware of what I’m putting 
out into the universe-and maybe prepare myself.

Each year I often make fun of those who make New Year’s reso-
lutions. I always think that those people can take their ‘New Year, 
New Me’ bull and shove it. Then at the beginning of December, I 
started to think about all the things I would like to improve or work 
on in the new year. As the month went on, I realized that I was 
making resolutions and they gave me hope and a sense of control. 
The people who I had made fun of for so long may have been on to 
something here. 

I dove in head first. I went big with the usual, lose weight and 
get healthy, but as I went on with my normal day-to-day activities, I 
started to think of dozens of little things I’d like to work on or do. 

As a way of coping with my anxiety, I chew on my fingers-not 
my nails, my actual skin. It’s actually a common condition, but seri-
ously gross. As I sat one night on the couch gnawing on myself, I 
decided that I would add-’Be as fierce as Ka-Ka-Ka-Katie’ to my 
list. Ms. Katie Morosky-Gardner, from ‘The Way We Were’ has a 
gorgeous look near the beginning of the movie. Ms. Streisand is 
rocking some bright red nails and matching red lipstick (and broach) 
that truly is a thing of beauty. I love the look, but its far too bold for 
me. So I decided to start with bright red fingernails. Each time I go 
to chew on my hand, I see the perfectly manicured nails and stop. 
Something small, something that’s big for me. 

I’ve also decided to watch more movies. I’m sure that seems 
funny to a lot of people because it does seem like I just live my life 
screening film, after film. I did live that way for a long time, but in 
2016, I didn’t have as much time. So in 2017, I’d like to see more 
films in the theater and at home. I’d like to discover more new films 
and give foreign films a chance. I would also like to get through at 
least 20 books this year. For Christmas, I received at least 15 books. 
I love to read, but I love to watch movies and I often chose a movie 
instead. 

Keep my car clean. Here are a few more of my ‘resolutions.’ 
Print and take more photos. Clean every nook of my house (except 
that closet that resembles the closet Monica had in Friends. That 
one stays, as is.) Write and blog more. For years I wrote about each 
event in my life and it was such a blessing that I did. I have forgotten 
so many things and when I stopped writing it all down, I lost several 
memories. Visit a place I’ve never been. There are several more lit-
tle resolutions that are not exactly earth shattering, but they are little 
things I want to do to improve myself, and the world around me. 

I mainly want to work on how I see myself and others. I want to 
find more beauty in the world. I know that everything won’t magi-
cally change with the flip of a calender, but that new number at the 
end of the year does give me some hope. That seven gives me that 
butterfly feeling in my stomach. Its a new year, a chance to wipe the 
slate clean and come out of the darkness. Everything isn’t new, but 
it feels different. It gives me so much hope and an excuse to be the 
person I want to be. 

Here’s to a new year full of light, happiness and hope for so 
many. 
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ScholarShip

new feed offering 
at Farm & City

FIVE POINT 27% HI-PRO DOG FOOD 50 LB - $20.99
FIVE POINT 22% CHUNK DOG FOOD 50 LB - $17.99

FIVE POINT CAT FOOD 40 LB - $19.99
RANCHERS CHOICE SENIOR HORSE FOOD 40 LB - $18.99

32% FISH FOOD 50 LB - $22.99
RANCHERS CHOICE SCRATCH GRAINS 40 LB - $9.99

FIVE POINT 18% CHICK STARTER 40 LB - $11.99
FIVE POINT 16% LAYER PELLET 40 LB - $11.99

FIVE POINT 14% SWEET HORSE FOOD 40 LB - $10.99
FIVE POINT 14% ALL STOCK FEED 40 LB - $7.99
RANCHERS CHOICE SILVER 20-20 AM NO-MED 

CALF MILK REPLACER 25 LB - $38.99
WOOD SHAVINGS - ANIMAL BEDDING $4.00

COMING SOON CRACKED CORN, CORN AND OATS

Falls City Sacred Heart junior high and high school students complet-
ed their finals and then spent an hour caroling at the local nursing homes, 
assisted living centers, Community Medical Center and various homes of 
elderly folks and shut-ins Dec. 21. Five different groups of singers navi-

gated the town in vehicles or on the school buses to bring some Christmas 
cheer to everyone. In this picture, students are singing at Jonesbrook As-
sisted Living Center. The carols were led by Fr. Kenneth Hoesing, who 
appears in the photo on the left. 

HOUSEHOLD: REFRIGERATORS, CHEST FREEZER, STOVES AND WASHERS AND 
DRYERS. 3+ NICE DINETTES, SOFAS, LOVESEATS, AND HIDE BEDS, 3+ RECLIN-
ERS, ALMOST BRAND NEW LIFT CHAIR. GREAT ASST. NICE END, COFFEE AND 
ASST. TABLES. FULL, QUEEN, AND TWIN SETS, GOOD ASST. OF DRESSERS AND 
CHESTS. SUPER NICE KING SIZE HEAD AND FOOT BOARD. CHILD’S BED AND BABY 
BED, TWO CEDAR CHESTS, NICE LIGHT FIXTURES, GREAT ASST. OF PICTURES 
AND PRINTS. TWO GATE LEG TABLES, NICE CHERRY WOOD CORNER CABINET, 
NICE OAK MEDICINE CABINETS, LEATHER CHAIRS, OFFICE CHAIRS, NICE TV 
STANDS, SLABS OF MARBLE, LARGE SHOP FAN, PAIRS OF ALUMINUM RAMPS, 2 
NICE PORCH SWINGS, PROPANE PULLET HEATER, LARGE CAMPER  ELECTRICAL 
CORD, ARIENS TILLER, CLARKE DRILL PRESS, 8’ WOOD STEP LADDER, SHOP VAC, 
LIBRARY TABLES (2), TROY MOWER, OLD WASH TUBS, LOTS OF MISC. SMALLS 
OUT BACK, 36” ALUM. STORM DOOR, NEW WHEEL CHAIR AND WALKER, ETC. OLD 
TRAIN SETS, OLD SIGNS, TINS, POLITICAL BUTTON, OLD SIGNS (ONE LIGHTED 
BEER SIGN) JEWELRY, OLD FISHING FLIES, 4+ MORTAR AND PEDESTALS, OLD 
LIGHT FIXTURES, GRANITEWARE, 5+ CAST IRON BANKS, PEPSI COLLECTABLES, 
STONEWARE, LARGE ASST. OF NASCAR ITEMS, 2 CHAIN SAWS, GOOD ASST. OF 
POWER AND HAND TOOLS, OLD GLASS WARE AND JOHN DEERE COLLECTABLES, 
HELLO KITTY COLLECTION, VINYL COLLECTION, MINION COLLECTION AND LOTS 
NOT LISTED.

WARM MORNING PROPANE STONE, ARMY BAYONET AND ASST. KNIVES, HUM-
MELS AND OLD BADGES, SMALL BRONZE, OLD TOOLS, BAG OF STERLING SILVER, 
LOTS NOT LISTED.

VEHICLE: 2002 TOYOTA COROLLA, NEW TIRES, RUNS GOOD. 
COINS (ESTATE): $5 GOLD PIECE, 1881 CALIF. GOLD, 2.5 GRAM GOLD, 5+ SIL-

VER DOLLARS, 1837 BUST DIME, VERY LARGE ASST. OF SILVER HALVES, DIMES, 
QUARTERS, PENNIES, ETC. 
SOME SUPER NICE ANTIQUES AND COLLECTIBLES, 2 ESTATES ON THIS ONE. 

Cummings Auction Barn - 1015 Harlan St. Falls City, NE
Thursday, Jan. 5 at 6:00 p.m.

TWILITE CONSIGNMENT AUCTION

AUCTION CONDUCTED BY
CUMMINGS AUCTION SERVICE
Falls City, NE    402-245-3636 or 7293

 Do you enjoy being outside? 
Learning new things about crops? 
Considering a career involving 
crops, insects, diseases, soils, wa-
ter or more? Do you want to help 
figure out how to feed our world’s 
growing population in a sustain-
able way?
 Nebraska Extension and the 
Nebraska Corn Board are offering 
the sixth Innovative Youth Corn 
Challenge contest. This contest, 
open to 4-H members (age 10 & 
older as of Jan. 1st) or FFA mem-
bers (in-school members), guides 
participants through all aspects 
of corn production, as well as ag-
ricultural careers related to corn 
production.
 As a team (two or more partici-
pants), youth will be challenged to 
implement a production practice 
different than normal to determine 
if they increased their yield. Eco-
nomics and sustainability of the 
practice will also be considered. 
Yields, cropping history, and pro-
duction information will be col-
lected in the Corn Yield Challenge 
management summary. 
 Cash prizes and plaques will be 
given to the first, second, and third 
place teams. First place will re-
ceive $1,000, second place, $500, 
and third place, $250.  Sustainabil-
ity, crop scouting and “extra mile” 
awards will also be given, each 
worth $150.     
 To participate in 2017, youth 
must complete and return an entry 
form by March 15 to the Fillmore 
County Extension Office in Gene-
va, NE. Forms can be downloaded 
at cropwatch.unl.edu/youth/activi-
ties. 
 For more information, con-
tact Brandy VanDeWalle at bran-
dy.vandewalle@unl.edu, Aaron 
Nygren at anygren2@unl.edu or 
Amy Timmerman at atimmer-
man2@unl.edu

Sixth annual 
Innovative Youth 
Corn Challenge

NOW STOCKING
REPLACEMENT 

SPRINGS

LICHTY-TUBACH-SIKORA 
INSURANCE AGENCY, LLC

Your Local “Farmers Mutual Insurance of Nebraska” Agency
“Insuring the Midlands Since 1891”

Automobile, Home Owners, Farm Owners, & Umbrella Policies. 
“Please Prepare Your Insurance Plan For The Future, Today.”

113 East 17th Street, Falls City, NE 68355

Phone 402-245-2313
FRED, PAM & NIC SIKORA, LICENSED AGENTS

 The family of the late John 
H. Morehead, Richardson County 
Bank & Trust Co. President for 
nearly 40 years, are awarding a 
$5,000 scholarship in his name.
 The award will go to any cur-
rently enrolled college student who 
previously graduated from any of 
the three Richardson County High 
Schools (Falls City High, FC Sa-
cred Heart and Humboldt-TR-S). 
Current high school students are 
not eligible, however applications 
are available at the respective guid-
ance counselors’ offices or may be 
obtained by emailing Karen (More-
head) Stevenson at ktm.steven-
son@yahoo.com
 The award may be applied to 
any four-year college or university 
in the country.
 Mr. Morehead passed away 
on April 12, 2015 at the age of 87. 
He first became associated with 
RCB&T in Falls City in 1958. 
Within just four years at RCB&T, 
in 1962, he was elected President 
of the bank and throughout almost 
all of four decades, up until his 
retirement in 2011, he served in 
various other capacities, including 
CEO and Chairman of the Board.

 Governor Pete Ricketts and the 
Department of Administrative Ser-
vices’ Center of Operational Excel-
lence announced Tuesday that all 
agency code team members are now 
white belt certified.
 “Understanding process im-
provement is fundamental to mak-
ing state government more effective, 
more efficient, and more customer-
focused,” said Governor Ricketts.  
“Congratulations to Matthew Singh 
and the Center for Operational Ex-
cellence for their work in guiding 
our entire team through this train-
ing. This training will help our team 
at the State of Nebraska focus on 
streamlining and structuring state 
services to help grow Nebraska.”
 In September, Gov. Pete Ricketts 
directed code agencies to have all 
team members complete the white 
belt training by the beginning of 
2017. Code agencies employ a little 
over 12,000 team members. White 
belt training is an essential first step 
in introducing basic fundamentals 
of process improvement to create a 
culture of operational excellence in 
state government. 
 “With all team members white 
belt certified, we now have the foun-
dation for a culture in place that is 
not only continually looking to im-
prove the products and services they 
deliver but also collaborating to-
gether to create a more efficient and 
effective state government,” said 
DAS Director Byron Diamond. “It 
will change the way state govern-
ment operates. Our team members 
are now empowered to innovate the 
way we do business which will ben-
efit taxpayers.”
 To provide training for state 
team members, the COE developed 
an in-house training program in-
stead of contracting with outside re-
sources. This has allowed the State 
to train and white belt certify over 
12,000 team members in six months 
instead of the three years which was 
originally promised by outside con-
tractors.
 “The COE’s in-house train-
ing program is another example of 
building a more efficient and effec-
tive state government,” COE Di-
rector Singh said. “Since, June our 
team members invested over 14,000 
training hours for certification in 
white, yellow, and green belts to 
help develop a culture of process 
improvement. Our program has re-
duced both the cost and the overall 
time to train state team members.”
 The COE utilizes the Lean Six 
Sigma methodologies to build a 
culture that values process improve-
ment and continually look for ways 
to build a stronger, more efficient 
state government. In addition to cer-
tification in white belt training, the 
COE also provides certification in 
both yellow and green belt training.
 -Yellow belt certification pro-
vides a more in depth look at the 
roles and responsibilities of stake-

Gov. Ricketts, COE complete workforce training initiative
holders and delivers tools to use for 
daily management. Currently, over 
170 team members are certified yel-
low belts.
 -Green belt certification is key 
for the advancement of Lean Six 
Sigma process improvement events. 
It provides the training for process 
improvement coordinators to further 
learn the Lean Six Sigma method-
ologies and how to lead process im-
provement events. The first certifi-
cation course was completed on Oct. 
14. Currently, seven team members 
are on track to receive their green 
belt certification in February. In ad-
dition, 11 more team members will 
begin their green belt training in 
February. 
 The State has already realized 
several successes since June includ-
ing significant reductions in the time 
it takes to deliver certain services, 
increases in customer satisfaction, 
and improvements in agency work 
culture. 
 Successes include:

 -Decreased call wait times at 
ACCESSNebraska, the state’s call 
centers for public benefits.
 -Faster processing time and a 
customer-friendly processes for al-
most 176,000 health care profes-
sionals.
 -Faster delivery for air construc-
tion environmental quality permits.
 -Increased auctions for the state’s 
Surplus Property Division, decreas-
ing wait time for agencies to access 
unused items.
 Currently, the State is conduct-
ing over a dozen process improve-
ment activities in different agencies. 
These activities will assist the agen-
cies in operating more efficiently, 
reducing processing steps which 
will save time, and improving the 
customer service experience for tax-
payers. 
 Several other states are also us-
ing similar process improvement 
techniques to enhance their services 
including Ohio, Washington, Penn-
sylvania and Minnesota.
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Society

Earl, Barbara Solt celebrate 60th anniversary
Earl and Barbara Solt, of Corning, KS, celebrated their 60th wedding an-

niversary on Dec. 2, 2016. The couple was married on Dec. 2, 1956.

Humboldt Community 

Monday: 4:00-6:00 p.m.
Friday: 9:00-3:00 p.m.
Saturday: 9:00-noon

Area artists, photographers, 
sculptors, your attention please! 
This is a reminder that the Richard-
son County Arts and Humanities 
Council is holding a local art com-
petition and show to showcase your 
work!!  All mediums are accepted.  
The show will hang in the Stalder 
Gallery at the Falls City Library 
and  Arts Center from January 12 
-  February 11, 2017.  Art works 
will be accepted at the library on 
Thursday, January 5th from 5 – 8 
p.m., and on Saturday, January 7th, 
from 9 a.m. to noon.  (Other ar-
rangements may also be made by 
contacting Christina Wertenberger, 
gallery curator, at 402-245-6034).  
The cost for the art competition is 
$10 for one entry, or $25 for three 
entries (with three being the limit).  
The show’s opening and reception 
will be held on January 12th at 7 
p.m.  The public is invited.

    According to Christina Werten-
berger, the specs for the works are 
as follows:  2D pieces must be no 
longer than 48 inches either direc-
tion; 3D works must not exceed 50 
pounds, and the base must not ex-
ceed 12 inches unless intended for 
floor presentation.

    Please include a tag on the back 
of your entries with the following 
information:  Name, address, email, 
phone, media, and price (if the work 
is for sale.)  For more information 
or a complete list of rules, contact 
Wertenberger at (402) 245-6034.

Free Food for Seniors
 The Commodity Supplemental 
Food Program distribution clinic 
will be held in Humboldt at 624 3rd 
St. on Tuesday, Jan. 17, and Thurs-
day, Jan. 19. An appointment is 
suggested.
 CSFP provides nutritious foods 
to seniors who are age 60 or great-
er who live in Nebraska and are 
under the program income guide-
lines.  
 Foods given through CSFP 
include canned fruits and vegeta-
bles; bottled juice; 1% liquid and 
non-fat dry milk; hot and cold ce-
reals; canned meat; peanut butter 
and dried beans; cheese; pasta or 
rice.
 To schedule an appointment 
or obtain information on how to 
qualify for CSFP, please call Blue 
Valley Community Action at 402-
729-2278.

RC Arts and 
Humanities 
Council Art 
Competition

VFW Auxiliary
The Auxiliary to the VFW met 

Dec. 5 at 6:30 p.m. at the Legion 
Club with the annual Christmas 
dinner and gift exchange. The 
opening ceremonies were read 
by Betty Massey. President Karla 
Capps was absent, Chaplain Sha-
ron Sells conduced the meeting in 
the round table discussion.

The previous minutes were 
read by Marilyn Capps. Treasurer 

Charlotte Gentry read the Treasur-
er’s report. She reminded all that 
dues are now due and the lifetime 
memberships will raise, Jan. 1, 
2017. It was approved subject to 
audit. Treasurer Gentry reported 
membership of 24 life and 76 con-
tinuous. Membership was at 57 
percent. 

New members Barbara Baker 
and Mary Grace Thiltges were 
approved to be installed at a later 
meeting. Marilyn Capps thanked 
all for their help with Veterans 
Day in the absence of President 
Karla Capps. The Wreaths Across 
America ceremony was Dec. 17, at 
Steele cemetery at 9 a.m. A motion 
to again pay dues for members in 
nursing homes was made by Mari-
lyn Capps and seconded by Betty 
Massey. Motion carried. Christ-
mas gifts were again purchased for 
veterans in nursing homes.

The next district meeting will be 
Feb. 26, in Pawnee City, starting at 
2 p.m. Members will carpool from 
the club at 1 p.m.

With no further business, the 
meeting was adjourned to recon-
vene on Jan. 2, at 6:30 with light 
refreshments. 

Alan Williams

Days of Yore...
 
     By: 

Bill Schock
By:

Scott Schock

50 Years Ago
Jan. 5-11, 1966

   A yawning David Roy Chesnut and his smiling mom, Mrs. Albert 
Chesnut, Reserve, KS, were pictured on the Journal’s front page.  Da-
vid Roy was the first baby born at Community Hospital in 1967.  He 
entered the world at 7:38 a.m. on Jan. 3.
   The local hospital reported a record average patient load in Decem-
ber 1966; 36 per day, said Administrator William Schweickert.
   Thirty-nine new families moved into Falls City in 1966, Chamber 
of Commerce records showed.
   In his inaugural address, new Nebraska Gov. Norbert Tiemann pro-
posed sales and income taxes to replace property taxes.  (UPI)
   Headline:  “5,047 American GI’s Die in 1966.”  (Vietnam; UPI 
story)
   With field work finished and a fresh snow for tracking, a group of 
neighbors in the Rulo area were having much success hunting coy-
otes.  By Jan. 5, they’d bagged 17 of the critters.
   Mary Theresa Kelly at FC Sacred Heart and Bob Miller at FC High 
were winners of the annual Elks Leadership Contest.  Each received 
a $100 Savings Bond.
   The Journal published (Jan. 6) its Centennial Edition, noting that 
the first paper rolled off the press 100 years earlier, two months be-
fore Nebraska statehood.  The current daily (except Sundays) paper 
boasted 5,114 subscribers.
   Eight Richardson County UNL students were elected to leadership 
positions at their residence halls.  The list included Terry Thacker, 
Kay Duey, Janet (Dobey) Falter, Margaret Furlong, Raymond Rhoads, 
Carol Zimmerman, Terry Grush and Mary Schroedl.
   Garry Schacht and Don Coupe were organizing a five-team men’s 
basketball league.
   President Lyndon Johnson described a portrait of him as “the ugli-
est thing I ever saw.”  (UPI)
   Frontier and Sunset Travel Trailer workers approved new contracts 
that included 20-cent hourly wage increases.
   The skating pond at Stanton Lake had opened.  But ice was not 
thick enough for skating on the larger lake.  Skaters pictured on a 
very, very cold (like zero) afternoon were Chuck Smith, Rick Vice, 
Chuck Whitney, Lonnie Goff, Connie Goff, John Rieger, Mike Dunn 
and Andrew France.
   Ralph Clark was appointed superintendent of the City’s Water 
Treatment Plant south of Rulo.
   Headline:  “Lottery Proposal Goes to State (NE) Legislature.”
   William Holden and Richard Widmark were to star in “Alvarez 
Kelly” at the Rivoli.
   Segregationist Gov. Lester Maddox, promising an administration 
of “peace and tranquility,” pledged to listen to Black grievances and 
to respect authority of the federal government.  He took office in 
Atlanta.  (UPI)
   St. Louis (UPI) — Bob Gibson signed his 1967 contract for an 
estimated $55,000.  He would receive much more than that for one 
game today.
   Gambles had for sale a repossessed stereo.  Just take over the pay-
ments at $7 per month.

25 Years Ago
   A Kansas man filed a $63,000 District Court lawsuit against the 
City of Falls City, claiming he sustained “severe injuries” while in 
custody when he slipped and fell in the FCPD parking lot.
   President George H.W. Bush offered to improve long-sour relations 
with North Korea if that country would honor a promise to permit 
nuclear inspections and projected more “peaceful intentions” toward 
its Northeast Asian neighbors.  (AP)
   Mayor Steve Kottich presented the Police Dept. Medal of Valor to 
Sgt. Duane Armbruster and Patrol Officer Roger Schulenberg, as rec-
ommended by Chief Gary Spencer.  Spencer cited the two officers for 
“tremendous courage, good sound judgement and professional skills” 
in responding to a dangerous situation in the area of 2009 Stone St.  
They encountered an “emotionally enraged” man wielding a roofing 
hatchet and, after close to two hours, the officers were able to defuse 
the situation without the use of deadly force.
   The Journal reported that defaced dollar bills were being passed 
in town.  Written on the bills were racist messages and invitations to 
join the Ku Klux Klan.
   Archibald Weaver was honored for his long support of the Knights 
Templar Eye Foundation.
   Jeff and Mary Barker, Shubert, were the parents of a son, Matthew 
Thomas, born on New Year’s Day at the Nemaha County Hospital in 
Auburn.
   Mount Airy, NC (AP) — A burglar stole a slingshot that belonged 
to Andy Griffith from a theater in this town that served as a model 
for TV’s Mayberry.  The slingshot had been made for Andy by his 
father.
   Millions of Elvis sightings were predicted for the year when the 
Postal Service would issue a stamp honoring the King.  (AP)

15 Years Ago
   Southeast Consolidated senior Joanna Hays, Shubert, was recog-
nized as one of six “Believers and Achievers” for January by the 
Nebraska School Activities Association.
   Marcia Harmon accepted the gavel signifying leadership of the 
Falls City Area Jaycees.
   Bill Schock wrote a feature story about Andrew Hopp, a freshman 
at UNL and a member of the NU Marching Band that performed in 
the Rose Bowl Parade.  Andrew said the parade route was 5 1/2 miles 
long.  His brass tuba weighed 50 pounds.
   Marshall Maddox filed as a candidate for a new, four-year term as 
Mayor of Falls City.
   Dr. Gott:  “Xanax is potentially addicting.”
   Vicki Beilke took leadership of the SE Consolidated Girls’ Basket-
ball Team after the previous coach stepped down.  Vicki had success-
fully coached the team for many seasons in the 80’s and 90’s, and was 
a heck of an educator, administrator and coach at Southeast.
   Headline:  “Middle aged get Alzheimer’s, too.”
   Hailey Morgan Dorste was the first baby of 2002 born at Commu-
nity Medical Center in FC.  She was pictured with her proud parents, 
Aaron and Malinda Dorste of FC.
   Richardson County and the State Fire Marshal’s Office reached an 
agreement that provided for fire safety at the Courthouse and Jail, 
while insuring the integrity of a brick, marble and mortar landmark 
that had, since its construction, been described as “fireproof.”
   The Journal was in “urgent” need of carriers for routes.  This was 
often the case after Christmas, when carriers eyed their monetary 
gifts from subscribers and decided they were pretty darned flush.   



 Kenneth E. Winkler, 93, of Lin-
coln, passed away 

on Tuesday, 
Dec. 27, 2016 

at his home. 
He was born and 

raised in Falls City 
and graduated from Falls 

C i t y High School.
 Kenneth enlisted in the 
Marines in 1943 during 
WWII and served in the 
Pacific Theatre until his 
discharge. He married 
Miriam Weidler in 1947, 
and moved to Lincoln in 
1953. After retiring from 
the Postal Service, he en-
joyed being with family 
and spending time at his 
acreage.
 He is survived by his wife, Mir-
iam; sister, Virginia Rodgers; chil-

dren, Douglas (Rhonda) Winkler, 
Rebecca (Kurt) Nielsen, and Barba-
ra (Maurice) Quirk; five grandchil-
dren; seven great-grandchildren.
 Kenneth was preceded in death 
by his parents, Causia and Theresa 
(Vohl) Winkler.
 Funeral services were held Sat-

urday, Dec. 31, 2016 at 
Northeast United Church 
of Christ, Lincoln, with 
pastor Melissa Finlaw-
Draper officiating. Inter-
ment will be at a later date 
at Fairview Cemetery. In 
lieu of flowers, memori-
als are suggested to the 
church. Butherus, Maser 
& Love Funeral Home, 
Lincoln, is in charge of 

arrangements. Online condolences 
may be left at www.bmlfh.com
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Obituaries
Edna Mae WaniskaJames Ramsey

Edna Mae (Findlay) Waniska, 
88, of Humboldt, passed away on 
Tuesday, Dec. 27, 2016 at Colonial 
Acres Nursing Home in Humboldt. 
She was born Dec. 6, 1928 on a 
farm near Stella to John and Edna 
(Branek) Findlay.

She was raised in Stella until 
1932 when her family moved to 
a farm near Humboldt. Edna at-
tended Pleasant Hill country school 
through the 8th grade and later grad-
uated from Humboldt High School 
with the Class of 1946. 

On Feb. 22, 1947, Edna mar-
ried Lloyd D. Waniska in Pawnee 
City. To this union four children — 
Ralph, Joseph, Roger and Janet — 
were born. Edna began teaching in 
1947 at Pine Ridge country school 
north of Humboldt before moving 
to Hickman. Edna and Lloyd then 
moved to Table Rock in 1949 and 
lived there until moving to a farm 
near Verdon in 1956. The couple 
raised cattle and farmed together, 
and Edna helped with all aspects of 
the farm. She loved flowers and had 
a special talent for raising them. 
She was very active in local flower 
shows, receiving many first place 
and “Best of Show” ribbons. Edna 
enjoyed quilting and had made 
quilts for all of her children, grand-
children and Godchildren. 

She was a member of DAU, 
VFW Auxiliary, American Legion 
and the Dawson United Method-
ist Church.  She became a member 
of the First Presbyterian Church in 
Humboldt when she moved to Co-
lonial Acres in 2010.    

Edna is survived by her daugh-
ter, Janet (Gene) Evans, of Panama 
City, Panama; eight grandchildren; 
five great-grandchildren; five great-
great-step grandchildren; a sis-
ter, Dorthy Kerl, of Pawnee City; 
daughter-in-law, Shala Waniska, of 
Gig Harbor, WA; and many other 
nieces, nephews, relatives and 
friends.

She was preceded in death by 
her parents; husband, Lloyd; sons, 
Joseph, Roger and Ralph Waniska; 
a brother, Merrill Findlay; great-
great step granddaughter, Alelia 
Ann Umland; and brother-in-law, 
Claude Kerl. 

Funeral Services were held Fri-
day, Dec. 30, 2016 at the First Pres-
byterian Church in Humboldt, with 
Pastor Howard Blecha officiating. 
Interment at the Stella Cemetery. 
Memorial contributions may be 
given to the family’s choice with a 
later designation.

Wherry Mortuary, Humboldt, is 
in charge of arrangements.

www.wherrymortuary.com

Kenneth E. Winkler

$446
DRIVERS WHO 

SWITCHED SAVED

A YEAR ON AVERAGE

Geico . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .     saved $440with Allstate

Progressive  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .   saved $395 with Allstate

      . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . mraF etatS saved$431 with Allstate

 
ON AVERAGE, DRIVERS WHO SWITCHED FROM:

     

1608 Stone St.
Falls City

Miller- onroe Company, Inc.
402-245-2722

Call us to find out if you can save now.

14
31

45

Savings based on national customer reported data for new policies written in 2014. Actual savings vary. Discounts subject to terms, conditions and 
availability. Allstate Fire and Casualty Insurance Co., Allstate Indemnity Co. © 2015 Allstate Insurance Co.

31. Duane Overfield, 53, Topeka, 
KS; Harvey Frederick, 73, Rulo; 
Evelyn Kean, 84, Dawson.

April
4. Darrel Koso, 84, Rulo.
5. Wayne Brown, 3, Auburn. 
6. Mary Howard, 90, Barada; 

Laura Adams, 94, FC.
7. Beverly Ann Richey, 80, FC.
9. Dora Slavin, 105, Hiawatha, 

KS; Mary Lee Adams, 84, Nevada, 
MO.

13. John Weber, 74, Milford, 
KS; Willa Richardson Moyer, 89, 
Humboldt. 

15. Sue Rolfe, 54, FC.
16. Doris Oliver, 92, FC.
18. Lou Glathar, 92, Dawson. 
21. Leo Hutfles, 93, FC.
26. Cheri Ludwig, 75, Salem; 

Mary ‘Lynne’ Lent, 72, Oak Ridge, 
NC; Carrie Ann Boswell-Dall, 52, 
Kansas City, MO.

28. Glenn Albert Koehler, 88, 
FC.

29. Zita ‘Tiny’ Buchholz, 99, 
FC.

May
3. Rex Rudder, 37, Humboldt.
7. Ricky Rhodd, 61, Lincoln. 
10. Zella Schawang, 93, FC; 

Sharon Mackey, 64, FC.
19. Michael Bolejack, 69, Lin-

coln.
25. Floyd McGinnis, 86, Tulsa, 

OK.
June

2. Lois Elaine Koenig, 91, King-
wood, TX.

5. Norman W. Rathje, 83, Lin-
coln.

6. Janet Lewis Hoak, 65, Stella. 
8. Edwin Kratz, 85, FC; Jerry 

Mullins, 80, Ames, IA.
9. John Keller, 64, Rulo.
11. Monta Mackey, 50, San An-

tonio, TX; Marcile Kruse Wike, 90, 
Concord, NC.

12. Doretta Lovenburg, 74, FC.
17. Kenneth Albin, 89, Dawson.
18. Mary Shefferd, 59, FC; Ruth 

Luginbill, 82, Beatrice.
24. Dorothy Schulz, 86, FC.
26. Mildred Kottich, 86, FC; 

Robert Workman, 85, Humboldt. 
28. Patrick Brennan, 68, FC.

July
4. James ‘Bud’ Tiehen, 76, Linn 

Valley, KS.
10. Norman Miller, 71, Ohiowa, 

NE.
16. Beverly Meyer, 74, Grand 

Island.
18. Wilma Fischer, 78, KS.
19. Mary Hogue, 73, FC; San-

dra Haws, 60, FC; Steve James, 71, 
Overland Park, KS.

20. Nellie Hanson Johnson, 92, 
Albuquerque, NM

24. W. L. ‘Moon’ Mullins, 90, 
FC.

25. Ruth Fishwood, 89, Hum-
boldt.

27. Dr. Jerry Lunsford, 77, Mil-
ford, IA; Helen ‘Susie’ Schuetz, 89, 
Preston.

28. Judy Slominski, 72, FC.

(Continued from page 1)

2016 Obituaries 
August

4. Rodney Knaup, 81, FC.
16. Margaret E. Schaible, 95, 

FC.
17. Roy Bahr, 96, FC; Mark 

Nixon, 90, Salem.
20. Dennis ‘Denny’ Lockard, 81, 

Stella.
23. Roland ‘Bobo’ Graves, 66, 

Salem; John Rosenberger, 71, FC.
27. Esther Mueller, 100, Hia-

watha, KS; Ralph Eickhoff, 97, 
Columbus, NE.

30. Raelynne Malone Dunn, 45, 
St. Joseph, MO.

31. Eugene ‘Mouse’ Strauss, 72, 
FC; Charles Rowland, 58, Sabetha, 
KS.

September
8. Joy Haushahn, 69, FC.
11. Jason David Cook, 36, Au-

burn.
12. Annie Maxine Tackett, 78, 

FC.
21. Vincent Frederick, 82, FC.
22. Jerry Mehlin, 84, Stella.
23. Larry Allan Malick, 65, Lin-

coln; Marie Carsh-Busboom, 92, 
Humboldt. 

25. Alan Williams, 74; Malcolm 
Berry, 72, Verdon; Cynthia Law, 
52, Emporia, KS.

26. Larry Rose, 53, FC.
28. David Michael Bird, 59, FC.
29. Lisa Huber Eylar, 48, Atchi-

son, KS.
30. Edwin Nutzman, 87, FC.

October
4. Dorothy G. Williams, 93, 

Bettendorf, IA; Harlan Barker, 86, 
Holdrege, NE.

10. Lowell Keithley, 83, FC; Dr. 
Richard A. Gibson, 73, Torrance, 
CA.

11. Nellie Schuler, 95, FC.
16. Margaret Hill Zimmerman, 

93, FC.
20. John ‘Jack’ Beutler, 89, 

Omaha; James D. Hillyard, 73, 
Montrose, CO.

25. Norvalynn ‘Lynn’ Reed, 68, 
FC; Dorothy Boyd, 91, Yakima, 
WA; Julia Aerts, 95, FC.

27. Letha Hunnicutt, 92, Titus-
ville, FL.

November
3. Marj Cramer, 94, FC.
5. Delphia Vice, 87, FC; Fred 

‘Marv’ Harring, 84, FC.
6. William ‘Bill’ Parsons, 71, 

Marengo, IA.
8. Marilyn Murphy, 83, FC; 

Robert McAfee, 82, Lincoln.
13. Margaret Holder, 88, Hum-

boldt. 
15. Genevieve Mae Young, 94, 

Humboldt.
19. Eldon ‘Keith’ Fryer Sr., 80, 

Lander, WY; Catherine ‘Karen’ Ol-
son, 79, Marietta, GA.

21. Norman Olson, 65, FC; 
James McGinnis, 83, Omaha.

24. Terry Rue, 64, Wilber.
25. Marilyn Slagle, 81, FC.
26. Frances Schulenberg, 98, 

Lamar, CO.
27. Kim Bechtold, 57, FC.

Charles Windle

Charles Eugene Windle passed 
away Saturday, December 31, 
2016.  Gene was born in Salem, 
NE on September 3, 
1933.  He worked as a 
meat cutter with Falls 
City Meat Company 
and Elliot’s Meat in 
Falls City, NE; then as 
a truck driver for Tyson 
Meats in MO.  Gene 
enjoyed tinkering with 
old cars as a hobby. 

He is survived by 
his children: Charlotte 
(Kenny) Bower of 
Wheeler, IL; Pamela 
Windle of Humboldt, 
NE; Kathy (Rex) Usher of Holy-
rood, KS; Pat (Leah) Windle of 
West Fork, AR; Laura (Bobby) Kil-

dow of Fayetteville, AR; and a host 
of grandchildren and great grand-
children.  He is also survived by 

sister Wilma Burns of 
Salem, NE and brother 
Glen Windle of MD. He 
is preceded in death by 
his parents Charles and 
Helen Windle, brother 
Lynn Windle, and son 
Steven Windle. He is 
also preceded by grand-
sons Steven Martin and 
Aaron Kildow and two 
great granddaughters. 
Gene will be interred at 
Maple Park Cemetery in 

Aurora, MO. He will be 
loved and missed by all who knew 
him.                                                                             

BURBANK APARTMENTS
Affordable Housing

1, 2 and 3 bedroom units available with rental assistance 
available for qualified applicants.

2704 Chase St., Falls City, NE 68355
402-245-2483 • TDD# (800) 833-7352

Applications are available at the office and the office is staffed 
Monday and Wednesday from 8-4:30. www.costelloco.com

“This Institution is an Equal Opportunity Provider and Employer”JOUR- Falls City Journal
READER PHOTO OF THE WEEK

 Readers can enter a new photo  every week, one photo per week with the 
photographers name and location. No logo’s or copyrighted work. Each week 

we will give you a new topic. Submit photos to:  journalpotw@gmail.com
ONLY PHOTOS SUBMITTED TO THIS ADDRESS WILL BE CONSIDERED. 

Submit photos before Noon on Monday. Each weeks winner can come by the 
Journal office at 1810 Harlan St., to receive their prize! 

 Next week... Air Planes

This week our photo was submitted by Mik Christie.
 The topic was “Shadows”

December
1. Duane Simmonds, 71, Mur-

ray, NE.
2. David Duey, 89, Silverdale, 

WA.
3. Dorothy M. Fisher, 86; Robin 

Carroll, 51, Wichita, KS.
4. Diana Wendtlandt, 67, FC.
6. James Rieger, 90, FC.
8. George ‘Dennis’ Moore, 69, 

Des Moines, IA.
7. Edwin Fouraker, 74, Tucson, 

AZ.
8. Richard Moses, 79, FC.
9. Margaret Radley, 90, FC.
11. Elizabeth Stradtman, 47, 

TN.
16. Dennis Lockard, 49, Stella.
24. Bob Boone, 87, FC.
25. Peggy Liberty, 79, Nebraska 

City.
26. Delbert Bowers, 87, Harker 

Heights, TX.
27. Edna Waniska, 88, Hum-

boldt; Kenneth E. Winkler, 93, Lin-
coln.

 James Alfred Ramsey, 84, passed 
away on Sunday, Jan. 1, 2017 at 
Auburn. He was born July 29, 
1932, in Dawson, 

James was one of 
five children of 
Wyatt and Al-
ice (O’Grady) 

Ramsey.  Jim 
received his for-

mal education in Dawson, 
where he graduated from 

high school, and attended the Uni-
versity of Nebraska in Lincoln.

James entered the United States 
Navy on August 4, 1952, and served 
in Guam during part of his service.  
After his honorable discharge on 
Mar 19, 1954, he returned to Daw-
son to farm.  He married Mercedes 
Engles in 1953 in Auburn, and they 
were blessed with three children:  
Ann, Albert, and Dollie.  Mercedes 
passed away in 1975.

In addition to farming with his 
son Bert, Jim also worked for many 
years for the Nebraska Agriculture 
Statistics Service, surveying and 
compiling statistics.  

In 1981, Jim was united in mar-
riage to Karen (Gibson) Martin in 
Dawson.  Karen’s children, Denise, 
John, Laura, and Lance, joined Jim, 
Karen, and Jim’s children as a fam-
ily.

   Jim was a member of the Hum-
boldt American Legion Post, and 
served on the Dawson Volunteer 
Fire Department. He also was 
Mayor of Dawson for a time.

After moving back and forth be-
tween the Nemaha County Hospi-
tal and a Lincoln hospital for about 
a month, Jim entered the good Sa-
maritan Society-Auburn on Dec. 
30, 2016.  

Jim is survived by his wife Karen 
of Dawson; children Ann Ramsey 
of Tecumseh; Bert Ramsey of Au-
burn; Dollie (Terry) Dettmann of 
Arnold, MO; step-children Denise 
(John) Arington of Beatrice; John 
(Mary Sue Martin) of Falls City; 
Laura Pagnano of Verdon; Lance 
Martin and special friend Michelle 
of Dawson; 15 grandchildren; eight 
great-grandchildren; sister Mary 
(Ralph) Reschke of Lawrence, KS; 
brothers Wyatt Ramsey of Bel-
levue; John (Karen) Ramsey of 
Dawson; sister-in-law Barb Ram-
sey of Dawson; other relatives and 
friends.

He was preceded in death by his  
wife Mercedes and his parents, Jim 
was preceded in death by a brother 
Charles.

A memorial mass will be celebrat-
ed Wednesday, Jan. 4, 2017 at St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in Daw-
son, officiated by Fr. Kenneth Hoe-
sing.  Special music was played by 
Colton Martin. Urn bearers were 
Ann Ramsey, Albert Ramsey, Dol-
lie Dettmann, Denise Arington, 
John Martin, Laura Pagnano, and 
Lance Martin.  Burial of ashes was 
in Holy Cross Cemetery near Au-
burn, with graveside military hon-
ors.

www.fcjournal.net
fcjournal1@sentco.net

fcjournalads@sentco.net



By Nebraska Gov. Pete Ricketts
	 Do	you	know	the	connection	between	the	last	official	document	signed	
by	President	Abraham	Lincoln	and	Nebraska?	It’s	a	little	known	fact	that	
the	last	official	document	President	Lincoln	signed	right	before	his	death	
reappointed	Nebraska’s	territorial	Governor.	That	document	is	on	display	
at	the	Nebraska	State	Historical	Society.	This	and	other	fun	facts	about	Ne-
braska’s	history	will	be	highlighted	through	
one	of	four	new	initiatives	unveiled	ahead	of	
Nebraska’s	sesquicentennial	birthday.	
	 Get	ready	to	celebrate	because	Nebraska’s	
big	birthday	 is	 right	around	 the	corner!	On	
March	 1,	 2017,	 we’ll	 be	 celebrating	 150	
years	of	statehood	for	 the	Good	Life.	Over	
the	past	two	years,	my	wife	Susanne	has	been	
working	with	Nebraskans	across	the	state	to	
put	together	13	programs	and	events	to	help	
us	celebrate	all	year	long.	In	their	planning,	
Susanne	and	her	team	had	three	major	goals:	
bridge	 communities,	 connect	 Nebraskans,	
and	enhance	state	pride.	This	week,	Susanne	
and	 I	hosted	a	 launch	event	 for	 the	 sesqui-
centennial	at	the	State	Capitol	where	we	un-
veiled	four	web-based	programs	to	get	the	celebration	underway.	
	 The	first	program	is	the	Nebraska	Impact	Initiative,	which	challenges	
Nebraskans	to	volunteer	150	hours	or	more	either	as	an	individual	or	as	
part	of	a	group	in	2017.	Utilizing	an	online	platform	at	www.nebraskaim-
pact.com,	the	initiative	allows	participants	to	register,	discover	volunteer	
opportunities,	connect	with	other	Nebraskans,	and	track	progress.	Through	

the	website	and	social	media,	the	Ne-
braska150	 Celebration	 will	 recog-
nize	Nebraskans	who	participate	and	
highlight	 communities,	 schools,	 and	
non-profit	organizations	 that	are	 im-
pacted.
	 This	 initiative	 is	 a	 partnership	
between	 the	 Nebraska150	 Celebra-
tion	 and	 ServeNebraska,	 the	 state’s	
commission	focused	on	encouraging	
service	and	volunteerism.	This	year,	
Nebraska	 ranked	 sixth	 in	 the	 nation	
for	 volunteerism,	 and	 the	 commis-
sion	has	set	a	goal	of	making	Nebras-
ka	number	one.
	 Second	 is	 the	 Nebraska150	
Challenge,	an	online	fitness	program	

that	strives	to	make	fitness	fun	by	motivating	and	assisting	Nebraskans	to	
reach	the	goal	of	moving	150	miles	or	more	in	2017.	Through	an	interac-
tive	website,	www.ne150challenge.com,	individuals	and	groups	will	reg-
ister	and	document	miles	for	walking,	running,	biking,	swimming,	kayak-
ing,	skateboarding,	jump	roping,	or	almost	any	type	of	exercise.	An	online	
physical	 activity	 converter	 helps	 participants	 easily	 turn	 their	 preferred	
exercise	into	miles.	Participants	will	track	their	progress	and	earn	virtual	
badges	at	certain	milestones.
	 Our	family	is	participating	in	the	fitness	challenge	together.	I	regularly	
ride	my	bike	and	Susanne	is	a	runner.	Along	with	the	kids—and	even	Ol-
ive,	our	family	hedgehog—we	are	logging	our	miles.	We	hope	you	will	do	
the	same!
	 The	third	program	we	launched	is	a	series	of	engaging	video	shorts	on	
our	 state’s	 history	 called	 “Now	You	Know	Nebraska.”	Throughout	 the	
course	of	the	school	year	in	2017,	Nebraska150	Celebration	will	release	
174	videos,	which	educators,	families,	and	all	Nebraskans	can	utilize	to	
learn	more	about	our	state’s	rich	history.	Each	video	will	be	one	to	two	
minutes,	and	will	showcase	some	of	 the	state’s	most	compelling,	enter-
taining,	 and	 appealing	 stories	 and	 facts.	The	 videos	will	 be	 released	 at	
www.ne150.org/nowyouknow	and	via	YouTube.
	 Finally,	 we	 launched	 “I	Am	Nebraska,”	 an	 oral	 history	 project	 that	
invites	citizens	of	all	ages	to	share	their	Nebraska	experience	via	social	
media.		Participants	can	record	a	short	video	and	upload	it	to	their	own	
Facebook,	Twitter,	or	 Instagram	accounts	under	 the	hashtag	“I	Am	Ne-
braska”	(#IAmNebraska).	The	Nebraska150	Celebration	will	pull	togeth-
er	submissions	and	feature	some	on	its	website,	www.iamnebraska.com.		
Participants	can	find	instructions	on	how	to	produce	their	videos	at	those	
sites	as	well	as	watch	sample	videos.
	 At	the	end	of	the	year,	highlights	from	the	submissions	will	be	shared	
with	the	Nebraska	State	Historical	Society	for	preservation.	I’ve	recorded	
my	own	video,	which	you	can	watch	by	visiting	www.facebook.com/Gov-
ernorPeteRicketts	or	www.twitter.com/GovRicketts.
	 Susanne	 and	 I	 invite	you	 to	 join	our	 family	 in	participating	 in	 these	
challenges	and	activities.	This	is	just	the	beginning	of	the	celebration—
there	is	a	lot	more	in	the	works!	This	anniversary	is	a	once-in-a-lifetime	
opportunity	for	the	entire	state	to	come	together	to	celebrate	how	much	
the	Good	Life	 has	 grown	over	 the	 last	 century	 and	 a	 half.	Throughout	
2017,	follow	updates	on	the	sesquicentennial	celebration	by	visiting	www.
ne150.org.
	 As	 always,	 you	 are	welcome	 to	 contact	my	office	 by	 emailing	 pete.
ricketts@nebraska.gov	or	by	calling	402-471-2244.	In	the	New	Year,	my	
administration	will	continue	our	efforts	to	help	Nebraska	grow	and	thrive	
as	the	best	place	in	the	world	to	live,	work,	and	raise	a	family.	We	value	
your	feedback!
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TICHY LAND 
 SURVEY COMPANY

402-657-6832
“For all you’re surveying needs”

Falls City 
Sanitation Service, Inc.

 Always Prompt and
Dependable Service

Ph. 245-4545
or 245-4929

MARK AND BILL HARKENDORFF
Business 
services

Dr. Eric McPeak
Your Hometown Optometrist

Comprehensive Eye Care
Your vision is 

important to us.
Please call for your complete eye exam.

1823 Chase Street
Falls City, NE

(402) 245-2017 - Falls City
(785) 742-3021 - Hiawatha

A Roof That Lasts a Generation
Contact: Specialty Roofing & Unruh

Seamless Guttering for your 
Roof & Gutter Solution

785-742-9686
bestfutureroof.comRAM 

EXTERMINATORS
For All Your Pest Control Needs

Termites,and Inspections

Insects, Rodents, Bed Bugs

Jared Crider
Owner-Operator

402-245-2966
or Toll Free 888-395-3377

BLETSCHER
TRUCKING
Dump Truck Work

Rock • Sand • Gravel • Lime
30 Years Experience
402-245-5540

Cell 402-245-7294

HOMETOWN
FLORAL & GIFTS

1605 Stone St.
Falls City

(402) 245-2200

Bob Bachman’s
Home Improvements

For Your Total Building Needs
Siding • Roofing • Decks

Remodels • Wood Flooring
Installation of Ceramic, Granite, and 

Marble Floors and Countertops
66064 703 Trail, Rulo, NE

402-245-4693

J&F contracting
Land improvement

tree & Branch
 removal with turbo 

tree saw
Dan Jones 

402-883-7837

J. TRAVIS KOBZA, D.D.S.
(FORMERLY KNOWN 

AS PARKSIDE DENTAL)

1901 CHASE ST., FALLS CITY NE 
402-245-2243

JAMES SLOMINSKI, D.D.S.
KOBZADENTAL@GMAIL.COM

402-245-2243

PEST CONTROL 
SERVICES

Don Ferguson, Owner
“Serving Falls City since 1987”

Call: 402.245.3289 (Office)
Call or Text: 402.245.0339

Email: 
donferguson622@gmail.com

 countY court Waivers
(court costs not included)

Tickets written by State Patrolman
Eric Jones

	 -Katherine	 L.	 Meyer,	 speeding	
(11-15),	$75.

Tickets written by FCPD Officer
Jeremy Goldsberry

	 -Kody	 J.	 Ogden,	 speeding	 (11-
15),	$75.
	 -Jared	 I.	 Ely,	maintaining	 a	 nui-
sance,	 $25;	 unregistered,	 wrecked	
or	junked	vehicle,	$25.	
	 -Ray	M.	Crane,	speeding	(11-15),	
$75.
	 -Diane	Hudgins,	speeding	(6-10),	
$25.

Tickets written by N/A
	 -Valerie	 S.	 Reynoza,	 speeding	
(16-20),	 $125;	 no	 operator’s	 li-
cense,	$75.
	 -Tracy	McCoy,	speeding	(16-20),	
$125.

Tickets written by FCPD Officer
Charles DiGiacomo

	 -Chance	 P.	 Huppert,	 speeding	
(6-10),	$25.

Tickets written by FCPD Officer
Zach Ractliffe

	 -Chance	P.	Huppert,	no	valid	reg-
istration,	$25.

Tickets written by FCPD Officer
Millie King

	 -Alicia	 D.	 Andrew,	 speeding	
(6-10),	$25.
	 -Clarissa	 D.	 Whalen,	 speeding	

Celebrating 150 years of the Good Life(11-15),	$75.
Tickets written by State Patrolman

Kent Kavan
	 -Lloyd	 L.	Hensley,	 fail	 to	 yield	
right	of	way,	$25.
	 -Kelby	 Lewis	 Jones,	 no	 valid	
registration,	$25.
	 -Adam	T.	Bangert,	vehicle	owner	
permits	law	violation,	$75.	
	 -Adrian	 L.	 Kellogg,	 speeding	
(11-15),	$75.

Tickets written by State Patrolman
C.A. Zost

	 -Tomas	 L.	Andres,	 speeding	 (16-
20),	$125;	no	operator’s	license,	$75.
	 -Lawrence	 A.	 Ball,	 speeding	
(6-10),	$25.
Tickets written by RC Sheriff’s Deputy

Lyle McMann
	 -Juan	 J.	 Sosa,	 speeding	 (6-10),	
$25.
	 -Bailey	 M.	 Knobbe,	 speeding	
(6-10),	$25.
	 -Ashley	 L.	 Wrinkle,	 speeding	
(11-15),	 $75;	 no	 valid	 registration	
in	vehicle,	$25.
	 -Kyle	A.	Emerick,	speeding	(11-
15),	$75.
Tickets written by RC Sheriff’s Deputy

Andrew Woods
	 -Zebulon	 N.	 Nji,	 speeding	 (16-
20),	$125.
	 -Wesley	 A.	 Hare	 Jr.,	 speeding	
(11-15),	$75.
	 -Herbert	 F.	 Rinkleff,	 speeding	
(11-15),	$75.
	 -Joseph	 Ben-Hanania	 Lenz,	
speeding	(21-35),	$200.	
Tickets written by RC Sheriff’s Deputy

Jonathan Kirkendall
	 -Joshua	L.	Carpenter,	 no	 opera-
tor’s	license,	$75.
	 -Connie	G.	Barnes,	speeding	(11-
15),	$75.
	 -Maria	 T.	 Perez,	 speeding	 (11-
15),	$75.
	 -Tyler	 K.	 Lange,	 speeding	 (21-
35),	$200.
	 -Ashley	 N.	 Pickering,	 speeding	
(11-15),	$75.	
Tickets written by RC Sheriff’s Deputy

Clinton Stonebarger
	 -Jennifer	 K.	 Reese,	 speeding	
(6-10),	$25.
	 -Katherine	 A.	 Smenson,	 speed-
ing	(6-10),	$25.
	 -Clifton	 L.	 Brunt,	 III,	 speeding	
(16-20),	$125.
	 -Jacob	 W.	 Hezeltine,	 speeding	
(6-10),	$25.
	 -Nathan	 C.	 Barnett,	 speeding	
(11-15),	$75.
	 -Brian	 J.	 Harris,	 speeding	 (11-
15),	$75.

Monday’s at 8 p.m.
First Brethren church

1902 Lane st.

acciDents
	 -Saturday	 morning,	 Dec.	 31,	
28th	Street	and	Clifton	Ave.	Driver:	
Mark	 Walker,	 52,	 of	 Falls	 City.	
Owner	of	parked	2005	Ford	F-150	
pickup:	 Guadalupe	 Delacruz,	 of	
Peru.	 Estimated	 damage	 when	
Walker,	 driving	 a	 1993	 Ford	 tow	
truck/wrecker	 registered	 to	 Ingles	
Repair,	 Inc.,	 of	 Falls	City,	 backed	
into	Delacruz	truck:	$300	to	Dela-
cruz	vehicle.	The	accident	was	in-
vestigated	by	FCPD	Officer	Millie	
King;	no	citations	were	issued	nor	
injuries	reported.	
	 -Friday	 afternoon,	 Dec.	 30,	
23rd	 and	 Harlan	 Sts.	 Drivers:	 Ste-
ven	 E.	 Thompson,	 62,	 of	 Falls	
City;	 Kimberly	A.	 Schawang,	 44,	
of	 Falls	 City.	 Estimated	 damage	
when	 Thompson,	 northbound	 on	
Harlan	 Streets	 in	 his	 2010	Dodge	
Dakota	pickup,	struck	the	rear	end	
of	 Schawang’s	 2016	 Chevy	 Equi-
nox	as	she	was	northbound	on	Har-
lan	 Street,	 stopped	 at	 a	 stoplight:	
$900	 to	 Thompson	 truck;	 $1,500	
to	 Schawang	 SUV.	 According	 to	
the	 State	 of	 Nebraska	 Investiga-
tor’s	 Accident	 Report,	 Thompson	
told	 FCPD	 Officer	 Zach	 Ractliffe	
that	 he	was	 looking	 at	 the	 funeral	
home	 and	wondering	who	 died	 at	
the	time	of	the	accident.	Thompson	
was	 issued	 a	 citation;	 no	 injuries	
were	reported.	
	 -Saturday	 morning,	 Dec.	 31,	
25th	 and	 Stone	 Sts.	 Driver:	 Ed-
ward	 B.	 McTaggart,	 32,	 of	 Falls	
City.	Owner	of	parked	2011	Chevy	
Silverado	pickup:	Dan	J.	Wenz,	of	
Falls	City.	Estimated	damage	when	
McTaggart	 backed	 his	 1989	 Ford	
F-250	 pickup	 from	 a	 driveway	 at	
2406	 Stone	 St.	 and	 struck	 parked	
Wenz	 vehicle:	 $1,000	 to	 Wenz	
truck.	 The	 accident	 was	 investi-
gated	by	FCPD	Officer	Millie	King	
and	McTaggart	was	 issued	 a	 cita-
tion;	no	injuries	were	reported.	
	 -Friday	 afternoon,	 Dec.	 30,	
21st	 and	 Stone	 Sts.	 Driver:	 Linda	
Tisdel,	 72,	 of	 Falls	 City.	 Owner	
of	 parked	2009	Volkswagon	 Jetta:	
Paulo	Bruxellas,	of	Humboldt.	Es-
timated	damage	when	Tisdel,	back-
ing	her	2006	Hummer	H3	from	the	
driveway	and	struck	Bruxellas	car,	
which	was	parked	 in	a	no	parking	
zone:	$200	to	Tisdel	SUV;	$900	to	
Bruxellas	 VW.	 The	 accident	 was	
investigated	by	FCPD	Officer	Zach	
Ractliffe	and	Bruxellas	was	issued	
a	citation;	no	injuries	were	report-
ed.	

StudentS
	 Southeast	 Community	 College	
has	released	 its	Dean’s	List	 for	 the	
quarter	 recently	 completed	 on	 its	
three	campuses.
	 To	 be	 recognized	 on	 SCC’s	
Dean’s	 List,	 a	 student	 must	 com-
plete	at	least	six	quarter	credit	hours	
of	the	term	with	a	minimum	GPA	of	
3.5.	
	 Local	students	honored	include:	
	 Falls	City:	Preston	M	Deckinger,	
academic	 transfer;	 Koner	 Hogue,	
FCHS	student;	Lane	L.	Lovenburg,	
criminal	 justice;	 Jordan	 C.	 Stoller,	
diesel	 technology-truck;	 Randee	
(Sopoci)	Tisdel,	practical	nursing.

toDaY in HistorY
 On this day in 1893, U.S. President 
Benjamin Harrison granted amnesty to 
certain Mormon Church members con-
victed of the crimes of “bigamy, polyg-
amy and unlawful cohabitation.” 



long-range assault and pull out the victory on Hill’s 
last bullet, coming with about 14 seconds remaining. 
Sara Wertenberger pulled down seven boards and 
Haylee Heits and Hill each added five as FCSH thor-
oughly dominated Bergan in the middle. The paint 
is clearly the Irish girls’ domain; through nine wins, 
FCSH hasn’t shot particularly well (except at the 
line), and has turned it over about as often as its op-
ponents, but it hasn’t mattered because Sacred Heart 
is so ridiculously good at limiting possessions. They 
actually pull down more errant shots (32.1 rpg) than 
their opponents score points (31 ppg). 
   So how do you beat a team making half it’s shots? 
Simple: Don’t let them shoot. 
    Possessions weren’t nearly so valuable in the tourney 
opener against Thayer, as the Titans made two shots 

and scored seven points in the entire first 
half, while SH scored eight points at the 
line — in the first period alone — and led 
by 30, 37-7, by half. 
 Nine green-clad girls marked up the 
scorebook, led by Heits and Hill, with 
11 and 10 apoints, respectively. Ahren 
Ebel added eight, making all four shots 
she took, and dished out four assists. 
In the end, SH went 16-of-25 from the 
stripe, with Heits and McKenzie Witt 
each making 5-of-6. Elizabeth Keithley 
pulled down nine boards.
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By Brian McKim
The Sacred Heart boys basket-

ball team competed in the Free-
man Holiday tournament over the 
long Christmas break and had win-
ning on its mind after suffering a 
two-point loss a week earlier to un-
beaten Class C2 No. 1 Elmwood-
Murdock. 

First up for the Irish was Thayer 
County on Thursday night. The 
Irish got out to a quick start and 
they never looked back. Sacred 
Heart jumped out to a 11-0 lead af-
ter a quarter and were up 30-10 by 
halftime. The Irish kept the cruise 
control on as they out-scored the 
Titans 31-25 on their way to a 61-
35 win in the opening round. The 
Irish were led by Noah Keller’s 13 
points and Drew Bippes’ 12. FCSH 
owned the boards, out-rebounding 
Thayer 40-21 and had five blocked 
shots. With the win the Irish earned 
a spot in the title game against Fre-
mont Bergan. 

On Friday, the Irish boys came 
out the box a little slow and trailed 
the Knights 10-7 after a quarter. 
The defense for FCSH clamped 
down, holding Bergan to just two 
points in the second, offering SH 
an opportunity to flip the script; the 
Irish entered half up 17-12. The 
Knights cut it to a one-possession 
game in the third and FCSH only 
hit two shots in the fourth, but sol-
id free throw shooting enabled the 
Irish to nail down the win with a 
16-8 run down the stretch. 

The Green were bitterly cold all 
night, hitting just nine shots (out of 

NAIA Scholar Team
 Five of the eight Peru State athletic 
teams eligible for NAIA Scholar Team 
status at the end of the academic year 
are on track to earn the honor follow-
ing the first semester. 
 The NAIA requires a team to have a 
composite 3.0 GPA, which reflects all 
members of a team who were certified 
during that academic semester for eli-
gibility purposes.
 The women’s golf team, which in-
cludes Lindsay Harlow of Dawson, 
had the highest team GPA of 3.81.   
 The final calculations will be made 
at the end of the 2016-17 academic 
year following all grades being posted 
in the middle of May.

803 Morton St. 
Falls City, Ne 68355

Connie Feek, Angie Wisdom and Donna Stumbo
Call for an Appointment • 402-245-6151

Appointments Appreciated 

HAIR EXPRESSIONS

Walk-In’s Welcome

   This guy scored 27 points on 11-of-15 
shooting in an Irish win over Lewiston. He 
led the team with 7 assts, 8 rebounds, 2 
blocks and 4 steals. 
Can you identify this Blast from the 
Past?  (Last Week’s Blast from the 
Past was Jodi Behrends)

 The FCSH boys’ basketball team captured the championship of the Freeman Holiday Tournament for the first time 
ever and improved to 6-1 on the 2016-17 basketball season with wins over Class C2 schools Thayer Central (61-35) 
and Fremont Bergan (42-31) Dec. 29-30 at Adams. Team members, front row, from left: Tyler Witt, Emerson Keithley, 
Bryant Jorn, Noah Keller, Nathan Bird, Austin Ahern and Brenden Lemerond, Director of Player Personnel/Hydration 
Operations; back row, Head Coach Doug Goltz, Ryker Hoy, Drew Bippes, Sean Arnold, Theo Rohrer, Tristan Keithley, 
William Morehead and Assistant Coach Brian Lemerond. 

 The FCSH girls’ basketball team captured the championship of the Freeman Holiday Tournament and 
remained perfect on the 2016-17 season, beating Thayer Central (52-22) and, in a thriller, Fremont Ber-
gan (45-44) for the title at Adams. The D2 second-ranked Lady Irish defeated HTRS last night in makeup 
road game to improve to 9-0 on the season. Team members, front row, from left: Mackensie Nelson, Abby 
Fiegener, McKenzie Witt, Maddie Huppert, Randee Witt, Ahren Ebel, Claire Niemeyer and manager Avery 
Santo; back row, Assistant Coaches Adam Santo and Holly Westengaard, Alexis Barnes, Jade Hill, Haylee 
Heits, Sara Wertenberger, Elizabeth Keithley, Lexi Pokorny, Head Coach Luke Santo, and managers Jes-
sica Wertenberger and Macy Keller. 

 The Falls City boys’ basketball team suffocated the opposition at the St. Joseph (MO) Leblond Holiday 
Tournament, allowing a grand total of 55 points in eight quarters of basketball in the semifinal and final. From 
left: Zayne Heckenlively, Phoenix Martin, Collin Cook, Rudy Vrtiska, Cade Schawang, Jessi Dean, Bryan 
Sickel, Kyle Leafty, Brandt Chapple, Jake Craig, Noah Milam, Koner Hogue and Aaron Kurpgeweit. 

Irish teams gleefully ring in New Year
34) from the field, but they con-
verted 21-of-30 free throws. Bi-
ppes, Keller and Tristan Keithley 
all had 11 points to lead the Irish. 
Sacred Heart held a slim 29-24 ad-
vantage on the boards against the 
Knights, with Keller leading with 
eight.

This was the first time the Irish 
boys had won the Holiday tour-
nament at Freeman. FCSH, 6-1 
entering last night’s makeup game 
at HTRS, hosts 3-4 Diller-Odell 
Friday and 2-8 St. Joseph (MO) 
Bishop Leblond Saturday, both at 
Prichard Auditorium. 
 ——
 The Class D2 No. 2 Lady Irish 
provided the most spine-tingling 
moment of the season to date in 
the championship, as senior Jade 
Hill capped a strong 18-point per-
formance with a game-winner in 
the final seconds of SH’s 45-44 
victory over a hot-shooting Bergan 
team riding a six-game winning 
streak.
 The Lady Irish, which improved 
to a perfect 9-0 on the season last 
night in Humboldt, entered the title 
game 8-0, but with very little sweat 
to prove it: No opponent had yet 
played Sacred Heart to within sin-
gle digits. Pretty good opponents, 
too. Lourdes, Friend, Tri-County 
and Elmwood-Murdock are all 
winning teams at the moment. So, 
too, is Bergan - and they proved 
worthy, nearly putting FCSH on 
the canvas with a late three-point 
bombing raid. Junior Katie Sleister 
(15 points) was 0-for-1 from the 

floor in the first half, missed her 
first jumper of the third quarter 
and then made it rain,. drilling 
five consecutive threes. Soph-
omore Allison Dieckmann and 
junior Mackenzie Peitzmeier 
also chipped in threes during 
the second half barrage. The 
Lady Knights drained nine 
treys overall in the game - at 
a 50 percent clip - all but two 
dropping after halftime. 
 It would’ve been enough to 
knock out FCSH if not for Hill. 
The 5-10 senior guard averag-
ing 12 points per game, made 
her final two shot attempts of 
the first half to help her team 
take a three-point lead into 
intermission, 23-20; then she 
came out of the locker room 
firing, making all but two of 
her second half shots from the 
floor, finishing with a game-
high 18 points. That allowed 
her team to weather Bergan’s 

Back to the ole stompin’ grounds
Tigers Take TiTle aT leblond Holiday TournamenT

 The Falls City Tigers returned 
to the St. Joseph (MO) Bishop 
Leblond Holiday Tournament 
after a two-year hiatus and got 
back to the business of manhan-
dling Missourians, taking first 
place with unrelenting defense 
and more of the same extraordi-
narily efficient offensive produc-
tion. 
 Falls City won back to back 
Leblond Holiday Tourney titles 
in 2012 and ‘13, didn’t play 
in ‘14 and ‘15, and last week 
ran roughshod over Plattsburg 
(58-49), the hosts (48-30) and, 
in the championship Dec. 30, 
Mid-Buchanan (51-25). The 
title game victory extended the 
Tigers’ winning streak to six. In 
little more than two week’s time, 
FC transformed an 0-2 season 
prematurely on the brink into an-
other campaign charging down 
the tracks on solid ground and 
steered towards March. 
 The brakes got pumped last 
night in a 50-45 home loss to 
still-unbeaten Maryville, KS, but 
an expected win over Johnson-
Brock in The Jungle Thursday 
would leave FC at 7-3 and se-
curely pointed in the right di-
rection entering Saturday’s big 
road trip to Nebraska City to 
exact some revenge on defend-
ing Class D1 State Champion 
Lourdes. The Knights came to 
Falls City and handed the Tigers 
a humbling loss last January dur-
ing a three-week swoon that left 
a one-time 7-3 FC team scram-
bling to just keep its head above 
.500. As they did last year, the 
Tigers have pulled themselves 
out of an early hole in a big way, 
but that’s where FC would like 
the seasons’ parallels to deviate. 
A win over Lourdes, 6-2 after 
falling by five to 8-1 Syracuse at 
the Auburn Holiday Tournament, 
would go a long ways in flipping 

that script.  
 Currently, it appears Lourdes 
will tangle with a different mon-
ster than a year ago; since those 
early losses to Syracuse and Au-
burn — teams a collective 15-3 
right now, by the way — Falls 
City has emerged as quite a 
handful. At St. Joe, the Tigers ar-
rived with a defensive brand that 
set a price on possessions obvi-
ously too steep for the natives’ 
blood. By ceaselessly contesting 
every move to the rim, entry pass 
and shot, FC’s defense forced 
frustration and fatigue that had a 
cumulative effect on its foes with 
each tormented possession. In 
the opener, the only competitive 
game of the trio, Plattsburg was 
ridiculously hot in the first half, 
5-for-7 from three-point land and 
missing just five shots before 
taking a 31-30 lead into halftime. 
Plattsburg emerged from 
the locker room and made 
4-of-12 in the third; then 
got out-scored 15-10 in 
the fourth by Tiger junior 
Brandt Chapple alone. 
 Unproductive posses-
sions highten the sense of 
urgency, as there is little 
wiggle room when a team 
is taking 40 or fewer at-
tempts at the bucket the 
entire night. The national 
average field goal shoot-
ing percentage for high 
school boys is just under 
46 percent — do the math 
— 19 points, plus two 
or three for three-point 
goals, maybe another six 
or so for free throws, isn’t 
going to win many bas-
ketball games. Actually, 
it’s now probably less 
than 46 percent after what 
FC did to the bricklayers 
at Leblond, particularly 
in the semifinal and final 

rounds. The hosts made nine bas-
kets at a 25 percent clip; FC won 
by 18. Mid-Buch found nothing 
but net a grand total of 10 times 
(twice the entire second half) at 
24 percent; FC by 26. 
 Like their opponents, FC 
took precious few shots (32 vs. 
Leblond; 45 in the champion-
ship), but unlike their foes, the 
Tigers made most of them count. 
FC made more than half its two-
point attempts against Mid-Buch, 
and 60 percent against Leblond. 
 Tourney MVP Kyle Leafty 
nearly out-scored Mid-Buch all 
by himself, pouring in 21, and 
finished with 50 for the three 
games; Chapple also made the 
All-Tourney Team after finishing 
with 49 points. Leafty made 53 
percent of his shots in the three 
games, and Chapple an even 50 
percent.



AreA ChurChes

deckinger's
body shop

601 Pacific
 Falls city, ne           245-2919

Fred deckinger
•Collision Work   •Tractor Painting

•Computerized Estimates

Falls city, ne               245-3122

Falls city Lanes
Come Bowl with Us!

Parties by Appointment

1600 Stone St., Falls City, NE
(402) 245-4922

Life In
The Spirit

 Christian Gift and 
Book Store

"Your Full-Service Agency"
Insurance • Real Estate • Investments

Miller-Monroe Company, Inc.

STEPhEN
KoTTICh

STEvE
siMon

hULLMAn's Ford
LincoLn

Over 100 New and Used
Vehicles in Stock

2303 Harlan St., Falls City, NE
402-245-2424

www.dorrandclark.com
Locally Owned and Operated

1720 Burton Dr.,
Falls city, ne

Phone:
(402) 245-4466

But . . . Where
Caring Comes

From The heart

Not Just A Nursing home

Tank Wagon Service
Falls City
245-5300

1903 harlan St., Falls City, NE 68355
Ph:402-245-4214  402-245-5114

Complete Tire Service 
•Michelin    •Uniroyal    •BF Goodrich

•over 5000 Tires on hand

"Serving You Since 1939"
Melvin harmon        Galen harmon

harmon's o.K. Tire
& Auto, Inc.

Falls city 402-245-4606
prts@dnachtigal.com

Physical and Respiratory
Therapy Services

David Nachtigal

MEYER hoME CENTER
Plumbing, Heating, Cooling, Complete 
Ductwork Cleaning, Lawn Irrigation, 
Ceramic Tile, & Granite Countertops

We are what we repeatedly do. 
Excellence, therefore, 

is not an act but a habit. 
402-245-4661

Animal health Center
Dr. Steve Severin

Dr. Danelle Bauman-Cromer
Dr. Beth Herring-Hill

2618 harlan
Falls City, NE 68355

Ace hardware
Farm

& city
Supply

prosser &
CAMPBEll, P.C.

Certified Public Accountants
Michael J. Prosser, CPA
Joyce A. Campbell, CPA

North highway 73, Falls City, NE
Telephone: 402-245-4411

Merz FArM
EqUIPMENT, INC.
N. highway 73, Po Box 490

Falls City, NE 68355
402-245-2419

245-4413
Web site: www.hullmansford.com

1616 harlan street
Falls City, NE 68355

402-245-2486

217 Main street
Stella, NE 68442

402-883-2211
ATM locations: Frontier Bank, Falls City, 

Anderson's one Stop, Stella

120 W. 16th, Falls City, NE 68355
Phone/Fax: 402-245-3526

JoNES AIR
CoNDITIoNING, INC.

Furnaces, A/C, Heat Pumps,
Geothermal, Plumbing,

Refrigeration

402-245-4444 or 1-800-232-6558

59 Years at
1619 Chase, Falls City, NE

1505 E. 14th
Falls City, NE 68355

24 hrs. Emergency: 402-245-4438
Fax: 402-245-3928

Toll Free: 800-947-2127
Email: ahcfc@sentco.net

1423 harlan, Falls city
open 7 A.M.-10 P.M.

7 Days A Week
245-3500

110 W. 17th
Falls city, ne  402-245-4451

1305 harlan
Falls city, ne  245-3525

sonic
DRIvE INN

Sapp Bros. 66    
Food Plaza

grAnd
WEAvER
hoTEl

Formerly
Stephenson

Hotel
402-245-2448

Falls city
Courthouse

Square

Falls city, ne 245-5323

and Other Neat Stuff!
Truck lettering • Banners • Magnetics

T-Shirts • Caps • Jackets
Screen Printing and Embroidery

The Four Mile Church
(South of Humboldt)

     Sunday:  Church services, 9:30 a.m.; Junior 
Church, 9:50 a.m.
    A Reformed church endeavoring to teach and 
to practice Biblical principles of the Reforma-
tion.
  Ronald Russell,
  pastor

Bethel United Methodist Church
(70654 656 AVE)

(1/2 mile N of Preston Corner)
    Sunday: Worship, 10:45 a.m.; Sunday School, 
9:30 a.m.; Wednesday choir, 7:30 p.m.  
Jerry Yount, pastor
  402-883-2485

Christ Evangelical lutheran Church
LCMS

(23rd and Barada)
402-245-3324

www.stpaulsfallscity.org
    Holy Communion celebrated 2nd and 4th Sun-
days. 
    Sunday: Divine service, 9 a.m.; Sunday 
School, 10 a.m.
    First Tuesday Care & Outreach - 6:30 PM. 
LLL - 7:30 PM
    Wednesday: Confirmation, 6:30 p.m. (after 
Ash Wednesday, 6 p.m.); 5 p.m., Midweek.
    Third Thursday of every month:  Lutheran 
Women’s Missionary League, 7:00 p.m.
  Dan Gifford,
  pastor

St. Thomas Episcopal Church
(16th and Harlan)

402-245-2868
stthomasepis@sentco.net
www.stthomasfallscity.org
    Sunday:  9 a.m., Worship, Holy Eucharist, 
coffee, tea and conversation follow worship.
    Wednesday:  5:30 p.m., Service of Evening 
Prayer.
    Thursday:  4:30 p.m., God study (Bible 
study).  Any youth or adult is welcome.
    We invite you to worship with us at any of 
our services.
    We will pray for you or someone you care for 
— call 245-2861.
          The Rev. Fr. Larry Parrish,
      pastor

lighthouse Church of God
(2202 330th, White Cloud, KS)

One quarter mile west of Iowa Tribal Com-plex
    Sunday:  Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; church 
service, 10:30 a.m.
  Rev. Charles J. Haney,
  pastor
  785-862-1107

St. Peter’s Evangelical
lutheran Church-ELCA

(12 miles NE)
    Sunday:  Worship service, 10:00 a.m.; Com-
munion first Sunday of each month.
3rd Tuesday each month, Church Council, 7:30 
p.m. Fellowship brunch every 3rd Sunday be-
fore Sunday Service 9:30 - 10:00 a.m.
    First Monday each month, WELCA, 1:30 
p.m. 
    Caring, welcoming, sharing in Jesus’ name.
  Wanda Biel
  pastor

Corner Stone Baptist Church
(Independent & Fundamental)

N. Highway 73 to Prosser & Campbell PC, 
turn east (or right)

    Sunday: Sunday School Bible Hour, 9:30 
a.m.; worship hours, 10:30 a.m. and 6 p.m.
    Wednesday:  Bible study and prayer time, 7 
p.m. Lively Stone Kids Klub, (ages K-6 grade).
    We welcome you and your family to come 
worship the Lord with us.    
  Pastor Mike Dunleavy
  402-245-2049 (home)
  402-245-4245 (church)

http://www.csbc.vpweb.com

St. Paul’s Evangelical
lutheran Church - ElCA

(20th and Towle Streets)
402-245-3828.
      Sunday: 9 a.m. Sunday School (pre-school 
thru adult, during school year);
     10 a.m. Worship; Communion on the 1st & 
3rd Sundays of each month;
     Wednesday: 9:30 a.m. Men’s coffee; 6:30 
p.m. Confirmation; 7:30 p.m. choir practice.
    Saturday: 4:30 p.m. Communion Worship be-
fore the 1st & 3rd Sunday of each month.
    Call for youth, Bible studies and women’s 
group schedules.
 God’s Work. Our Hands.
 Andrew Chavanak,
 pastor

First Brethren Church
(1902 Lane Street)

    Sunday:  Worship service, 9:30 a.m.; Sunday 
School, nursery (or pre-school), adult, 10:45 
a.m.; Fellowship Hour, 6 p.m.
    Wednesday:  Bible study, 6:30 p.m.
  Victor Haworth,
  pastor
  245-5287
  Don Shafer,
  moderator
  245-5209

First Church of Nazarene
(1812 Wilson)

    Sunday:  Sunday School, 9:45 a.m.; chil-
dren’s church and morning worship, 10:40 a.m.; 
evening service, 6 p.m.
    Wednesday:  Bible study, 7 p.m.; teens and 
children’s program.
  Stephen Floyd,
  pastor
  402-245-3755

First Presbyterian Church
(20th and Harlan)

    Sunday:  Worship, 9:00 a.m., Sunday School, 
10:00 a.m. Cookies and Fellowship 10:00 a.m., 
first Sunday of the month.
       Second Monday of month:  Women’s Circle, 
7 p.m.
   Every Thursday of month: Prayer Shawl Group, 
in the Minister’s office, 12:15 p.m.
   First Friday of each month: Men’s group break-
fast with speaker at 7:00 a.m.
 Rev. Nancy Tuma
 pastor
 402-245-2650
 fallscity.homesteadpres.org

Stella Community Church
     Sunday:  Church service, with children’s 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; adults Sunday 
School, 10:30 a.m.
 Dan Dickey
 pastor

Big lake Baptist Church
(213 Lake Shore Drive)

     Sunday:  Fellowship breakfast, 8:45 a.m.; 
Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; worship service, 
10:30 a.m.
    Monday:  Prayer and Share Monday, 8:30 
a.m.
    Wednesday:  Children’s, Youth and Adult 
Bible study, 7 p.m.
    We welcome you to all of our services.
  Dick Lionberger,
  Intern pastor

Shubert Christian Church
 Sunday:  Worship service, 9:30 a.m.; 
Fellowship time, 10:30 a.m.; Sunday School, 
10:45 a.m.
  Gene Rowell Pastor

Church of Christ
     at:  2701 Barada Street

402-245-5857
    Sunday:  Worship service, 10:30 a.m.; Bible 
study (classes for all ages), 9:30 a.m.
    Wednesday:  Bible study for all ages, 6 p.m.
     “Preach the Word . . . for the time will come 
when they will not endure sound doctrine.”  2 
Timothy 4:2-4.
  Josh Maxwell
  preacher, 402-245-7148
  Preachers

Catholic Churches
Sts. Peter and Paul

(1820 Fulton)
     Weekend Mass Times:  Saturday, 5:30 p.m.; 
Sunday, 7 a.m. and 10 a.m.
    Daily Mass:  Monday through Friday, 6:45 
a.m.
       Daily Rosary at 4:00 p.m.
    Sacrament of Penance:  Saturday, 5 p.m., 
Sunday, 30 minutes before Sunday Masses, 
weekdays, before each Mass daily or by appoint-
ment.
     Adult Inquiry and Instruction Classes:  
Wednesday, 7:30 p.m.
  Father Thomas Dunavan,
  pastor - 245-3002

St. Mary’s
(Arago)

    Sunday:  Confessions, 10:10 a.m.; Mass, 10:30 
a.m.
  Fr. David Oldham,
  pastor

St. Anne’s
(Shubert)

 Sunday Mass:  First, third and fifth 
Sun-day, 10:30 a.m.; second and fourth Sunday, 
8:30 a.m.; confessions before Mass.
  Fr. Kenneth F. Hoesing
  pastor

Immaculate Conception
(Rulo)

    Sunday Confessions, 8 a.m.; Mass, 8:30 a.m.
    Daily Mass schedule:  Monday-Friday, 6:30 
a.m.
  Fr. David Oldham,
  pastor

St. Mary’s
(Dawson)

855-3595 or 245-4151
     Weekend Mass:  Saturday, 5:30 p.m.; first, 
third and fifth Sunday, 8:30 a.m.; second and 
fourth Sunday, 10:30 a.m.
     Daily Mass:  Schedule varies, call rectory; 
confessions before Mass.
  Fr. Kenneth F. Hoesing
  pastor

Grace Bible Fellowship
(Highway 62, east of Stella)

    Sunday:  Sunday School, 9 a.m.; church 
service, 10:15 a.m.
    Web page:  www.gbfchurch.com
  Office:  883-2110
  pastor Dave Lockard

First United Methodist Church
(1700 Harlan Street)

fumc@sentco.net
402-245-3281
    Sunday:  Summer schedule, worship service, 
10:30 a.m., listen live on KTNC AM 1230.
    Tuesday:  Girl Scouts every other Tuesday, 
5:30-7 p.m.
    Open Hearts, Open Minds, Open Doors.
  Rev. John Hogue,
  

Trinity United Methodist Church (Rulo)
fumc@sentco.net

402-245-3281
    Sunday:  Worship service, 8:45 a.m.; Sunday 
School for children held during worship.
  Rev. John Hogue,

First Baptist Church
2023 Valley Avenue

    Sunday:  Sunday School, 9:30 a.m. 
    Morning Worship Services, 10:45 a.m. 
    Evening Services, 6:00 p.m.
    Bible Class, 9:30 a.m.
    Bible preaching, and a warm welcome.
    Building is handicap accessible.
  Pastor Ben Moore  

  Office phone: 245-3890

Good News Assembly of God
(600 Reavis Street)

402-245-3977
    Sunday:  Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; wor-ship, 
10:40 a.m.
    Wednesday:  Good News Kids, 6:30 p.m.
    A variety of small group Bible studies are 
available for adults throughout the year.  Listen 
to sermons online, www.mygnag.com
  Tim Boatright,
  Pastor

First Christian Church
Disciples of Christ
(1322 Stone Street)

Office Phone, 245-2398 or Parsonage, 245-2397
    Sunday:  Sunday School, all ages, 9:30 a.m.; 
worship service, 10:45 a.m.
  Rev. Fay Ann Blaylock,
  pastor
www.fallscitycooperativeministry.org

Zion United Church of Christ
(4 1/2 miles East of Falls City, 3 miles North 

and 1 1/2 miles East)
245-5024

    Sunday:  Worship service, 9 a.m.; Commu-
nion, first Sunday of each month.
    Monday:  Second Monday of each month, 
Church Board meeting, 7 p.m.
    Second Wednesday of each month, Zion 
Women’s Fellowship meeting, 7 p.m.
    All are welcome to this friendly church in the 
country.
  Rev. Fay Ann Blaylock,
  pastor
www.fallscitycooperativeministry.org

St. Paul’s  lutheran Church
LCMS

(6 miles North)
402-245-4643

www.stpaulsfallscity.org  
    Holy Communion celebrated the 2nd and 4th 
Sundays.
    Sunday: Bible study, 9:15 a.m.; Sunday School, 
9:30 a.m.; worship service, 10:30 a.m.
    Tuesday: Second Tuesday of the month, Dor-
cas Circle.
    Wednesday:  9 a.m., Sew ‘n Sews; Adult 
choir, 7:30 p.m.; first Wednesday of the month, 
LWML.
    Wednesday Evening, 5:00 p.m. Midweek 
Class. 6:30 p.m. Confirmation at Christ Luther-
an. September through April. 
  Dan Gifford,
  pastor

Barada United Methodist Church
717 Rd./652 Blvd.

    Worship Service: 9:15 a.m. Sunday School: 
10:30 a.m.

Pastor Jerry Yount
402-883-2485

Prairie Union Baptist Church
(Rural Shubert)

    Sunday:  Morning Worship 10:30 a.m., Sun-
day School 9:30 a.m. 
    Please join us to worship the Lord.  Commu-
nion is served the first Sunday of every month.
  Dan Farley,
  pastor

River of hope Fellowship
River of Hope Fellowship

I29/Hwy 159
PO Box 176

Mound City, MO 64470
Sunday Worship: 10:30 a.m., Children’s Sunday 

School & Nursery provided during worship.
 “In Christ There Is Always Hope.”

Pastor David  Showalter
660-442-6305 

Pastor Will Certain
  816-824-8566

Christ Church of Falls City
701 Stone Street

Phone:  402-245-5972
“We exist to equip our fellow believers as well as to love our 
community into a life-changing relationship with Jesus Christ, 
one life at a time.”
  Non-Denominational, Bible based. 
  Sunday:  Contemporary Worship Service, 11 
a.m. 
  Wednesday:  MAD4GOD Youth Group, open to 
all young people ages 12-18. 6:30-8:30 p.m.
   Thursday:  Ladies In-Home Bible study, Call 
for location (402-245-3213) 
Community Cookout in the church yard every first Sun-
day; May-Sept. No donations taken, It’s all free, just 
like God’s love.  
 Jim Berry, pastor
 402-245-7026

"A World of Possibilities"

1608 Stone St., P.o. Box 26,
Falls City, NE 68355-0026

Fax and Phone 402-245-3344
fctravel@sentco.net

NorthRidge Nebraska
(1820 Morton Street)

Reaching & Equipping people for Christ
Non-Denominational, Bible-based

Contemporary worship
      Sunday:  Sunday School, 9:30 a.m.; 
    Worship Services, 10:30 a.m.
              (402) 245-2167
  northridgenebraska.com

1608 Stone Street
Falls City, NE 68355
(402) 245-2227

chAney
FURNITURE Co.

1523 Stone St., Po Box 267
Falls City, NE 68355

Telephone 402-245-3912 • 877-245-4844
www.chaneyfurniture.com

Since 1921
GRANT SMITh/President

STEvE hUTFlES/vice President

    e commend those who are praiseworthy.

Jesus pleased God his father and received God’s praise.

The Bible is clear about the life God will commend.

Learn more about that life this week in church.

Isaiah 42:1-9� Acts 10:34-43� Psalm 29
Revised Common Lectionary © 1992 by the Consultation on Common Texts for

Sunday, January 8, 2017
Baptism of the Lord

Matthew 3:13-17
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Brent Harsin
B. Harsin Agency, Inc.
Toll Free: 800-492-3392
E-mail: bharsin@amfam.com
Falls City, NE 402-245-2605

PW





 


1701 Stone Street • Falls City, Nebraska
402-245-2491

Bank
Member FDIC

Licensed agent/producer of Thrivent Financial, marketing name for 
Thrivent Financial for Lutherans, Appleton, WI. Registered representative 
of Thrivent Investment Management Inc., Minneapolis, MN. Member 
FINRA and SIPC. Thrivent.com/disclosures. 27193 R3-14

Steve Stoller, CLTC®, FIC
Financial Associate
Heartland Financial Associates
109 East 16th Street
Falls City, NE 68355
Office: 402-245-4683 
Cell: 402-917-4231 
steven.stoller@thrivent.com

verdon Christian Church
(Verdon)

    Sunday: Worship, 10:30 a.m.; Sunday school.
  
  pastor

117 E. 17th • Falls City, NE
402-245-2000

Dine-in or Carry Out • Online Ordering & Catering
www.dickeys.com

1601 Stone St., 
Falls City, NE

 
Printing, Embroidery 

Koozies, “Bling”  
Vinyl, Banners & More 

Logo Design 
Custom Artwork 

On Site Design Center 
 

NO MINIMUM ORDERS 
NO SET UP FEE 

 

 
 
 

1601 Stone St. 
(inside the Historic Falter’s Bldg.)  

sportinfc@gmail.com 
facebook.com/ 
SportinFallsCity  

#SportinFC 

 
Wide Variety of  

Items & Sizes on Hand 
 

T-Shirts, Hoodies 
Polos 

Coats, Hats 
Bags, Blankets 
Shorts, Pants 

Just to Names a Few 
Team Uniforms & Warmups 

Fan Gear 
Club/Event T-Shirts 

Company/Business Attire 
Job Site/High Visibility Wear 

Letterman’s Jackets 
 

WILL GLADLY ORDER 
SAMPLES AT NO CHARGE 

“Big S Bucks” 
& 

“Sportin’ the Community” 
Rewards Programs 

  
FRIENDLY SERVICE 
STRAIGHT FORWARD, 
REASONABLE PRICING 

Tiffany Fouraker * Lisa Schawang * Rachel Witt 

facebook.com/SportinFallsCity
402-245-2323

sportinfc@sentco.net

Decoration Apparel, 
Embroider, Promo Items, 
Vinyl, Signs & Banners

FALLs 
CITY 
nUrsing & rehAb

Please contact us for all 
your grain marketing needs.

303 Hwy 73 • P.O. Box 648 
Falls City, NE 68355

1-866-481-4017

120 E. 18th St. • Falls City, NE 68355
Ph: (402) 245-2029
Fax: (402) 245-2521
KexRx.com

Falls City and Stella, Nebraska

Falls City and Stella, Nebraska

Falls City and Stella, Nebraska
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Heritage Falls
Candles & Gifts

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
"WE CARE ABOUT YOU AND YOUR SMILE"

2107 Stone St., Falls City, NE 68355
402-245-4122

C. R. James, Jr., D.D.S., P.C.
                      

General
and

Family
Dentistry

–  Locally Owned and Operated
–  CETP Trained Employees
–  Monthy Routes
–  Rental and Portable Tanks
–  New Installs

1-800-511-0928
402-855-2355

64016 705 Rd.  • Dawson, NE  68337

The above service is being provided by the following:

Jones Air
Conditioning, Inc.
HEATING • COOLING • PLUMBING

“We Service All Brands of Furnaces and Air Conditioners”
Professional Installation and Service — “Since 1974”

*Plumbing Fixtures
*Water Heaters *Water Softeners

120 W. 16th • (402) 245-3526

Geothermal
Heat Pumps and

Tankless Water Heaters

7 A.M. - 8P.M. Mon. - Sat.

SAC & FOX
TRAD’N 

POST

FUEL - CHEAP SMOKES 
FRIENDLY SERVICE

8 A.M. - 6P.M. SundayOPEN

309 North Main St., Reserve KS 66434
785-742-2037

Heating & Cooling Equipment
Standard & High Efficiency Air Conditioners and Furnaces

Expert Installation and Fast Reliable Services

Visa, MC and Discover

• Plumbing Installation and Service
• Kitchen and Bath Cabinetry
• Ceramic Tile & Installation
• Complete Duct Cleaning Services
• Rainbird Lawn Irrigation System
• Countertops: Granite - Laminate

1705 Chase, Falls City 402-245-4661
READY TO REMODEL?

WE OFFER:
   • AristoKraft Cabinetry with a wide range 
of finishes
   • Ceramic, Porcelain & Natural Stone Tile
   • Granite & Laminate Countertops
   • Professional Installation
STOP IN OR GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

Sales – Service – Repair – Installation

MEYER HOME CENTER
1705 Chase, Falls City 402-245-4661

Professional and Dependable

LASTS AND LASTS AND LASTS.™

Emergency Service Available!

Heating & Cooling Including Geothermal
What are the Geothermal Benefits?

• Safe
• Lower Cost Operations

• Green
• Unmatched Comfort

• Precefully Quiet
 • Bonus Hot Water
• Longer Life Cycle

• Flexibility

1705 Chase, Falls City 402-245-4661
READY TO REMODEL?

WE OFFER:
   • AristoKraft Cabinetry with a wide range 
of finishes
   • Ceramic, Porcelain & Natural Stone Tile
   • Granite & Laminate Countertops
   • Professional Installation

STOP IN OR GIVE US A CALL TODAY!

40% Off all  3-layer 
candles, limited editiOn 

candles & Qubes

1614 Stone St., Falls City • 402-245-3443
Mon. - Sat. 10 A.M. - 5 P.M.• Thurs. 10 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.

Heritage Falls
Candles & Gifts

Gift Certificates Available 
 Free Local Delivery Free Gift Wrap 

50% OFF all christmas 
decOr, metal signs, jellies, 

POPCOrn, diPS & CAkeS

TIM’S TIRE 
& AUTO REPAIR

723 Pacific St.,
Falls City, NE

“Quality Service 
at a great price”

Now Turning Brake 
Drums & Rotors

Custom Exhausts 
& Mufflers

Tim Curtis
(402) 801-1378

We sell & install 
windshields too!

Falls City
Journal Hours:
Monday:   9:00 a.M. - 4:00 P.M.
tuesday:   9:00 a.M. - 4:00 P.M.

Wednesday:  9:00 a.M. - 4:00 P.M.
thursday:   9:00 a.M. - 4:00 P.M.

Friday:   9:00 a.M. - 1:00 P.M.
saturday & sunday - Closed

oPEn oVEr lunCH

We do AC work!
Custom exhausts & Mufflers

1614 Stone St., Falls City • 402-245-3443
Mon. - Sat. 10 A.M. - 5 P.M. • Thurs. 10 A.M. - 6:00 P.M.

Gift Certificates Available 
 Free Local Delivery Free Gift Wrap 

For millenia, people around 
the world have commemorated 
the arrival of a new calendar 
year by adhering to various tra-
ditions. Once such tradition is 
making resolutions for the year 
ahead. Resolutions are prom-
ises to oneself geared around 
personal fulfillment and better-
ment.  

Resolutions are widely prac-
ticed, but some people may not 
understand the origins of New 
Year’s resolutions and why they 
have become the norm. 

Some historians tie the prac-
tice of making resolutions to 
the ancient Babylonians. More 
than 4,000 years ago, the Bab-
ylonians celebrated the New 
Year in March rather than Janu-
ary. The spring harvest was in 
March, and a festival called 
Akitu, which lasted 12 days, 
was celebrated. An important 
part of the festival was the 
crowning of a new king. Spe-
cial rituals also affirmed a con-
nection to the gods. The Baby-
lonians made promises to the 
gods, which included vows to 
return borrowed objects and 
pay outstanding debts.

Resolutions can also be traced 
to ancient Rome. The Romans 
were instrumental in creating 
a more formal calendar, and 
the start of the new year was 
moved from March to January 
(January and February were 
added to the Roman calendar 
under the rule of Numa Pompil-
ius). Julius Caesar wanted to 
honor January’s namesake, 
Janus, the Roman god of begin-
nings. Janus’ two faces enabled 
him to look back into the past 
and forward into the future. 
Sacrifices to Janus were made, 
and worshipers exchanged gifts 
with one another. A custom of 
setting resolutions began dur-
ing this period as well, with 
Romans promising to be good 
to one another. 

Eventually, these resolutions 
were funneled into prayers and 
fasting when Christianity was 
adopted by the Roman Em-
pire. Other religious parallels 
include the Jewish holiday of 
Yom Kippur, which is a day of 
atonement and reflection as cel-
ebrants examine their wrong-
doings and seek forgiveness 
and to behave better moving 
forward. Yom Kippur follows 
Rosh Hashanah, Judaism’s own 
new year.

Resolutions also may be 
loosely tied to Medieval times. 
During this time, knights took a 
“peacock vow” at the end of the 
Christmas season. Each year, 
these knights would reaffirm 
their commitment to chivalry. 

Today New Year’s resolutions 
are largely a secular tradition, 
but they’re still connected to a 
desire to be a good person and 
put one’s best self forward.

Exploring 
origins of New 
Year’s resolutions
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ZNEZ

Nemaha N.R.D.

Public Notice

Notice of iNformal Probate 
aNd Notice to creditors iN the 
couNty of richardsoN couNty, 

Nebraska
estate of dorothy m. fisher, deceased

case. No. Pr16-55
  Notice is hereby given that on December 14, 
2016, in the County Court Richardson County, 
Nebraska, the Registrar issued a written state-
ment of Informal Probate of the Will of said 
Deceased and that Patricia S. Bauman, whose 
address is 71105 644 Avenue, Verdon, Nebraska 
68457, Kathryn A. Mumm, whose address is 
65849 705 Road, Rulo, Nebraska 68431, and 
Gary L. Fisher, Sr., whose address is 202 W. 
Goldberry Street, Rulo, Nebraska 68431, have 
been appointed Co-Personal Representatives of 
this estate. Creditors of this estate must file their 
claims with this Court on or before February 21, 
2017, or forever be barred. 

Nancy A. DeKlotz
Clerk of the County Court

Richard L. Halbert, #11659
Michael R. Dunn, #16825
Christopher C. Halbert, #22609
Ryan C. Dorcey, #25748
Halbert, Dunn & Halbert, L.L.C.
111 East 17th Street
Post Office Box 447
Falls City, Nebraska 68355-0447
Phone:  (402) 245-4486

20-28-4

Notice of iNcorPoratioN 
of

dc Goff farms, iNc.

Registered Office: 70501 645 Blvd.
Salem, Nebraska 68433

Registered Agent: Daniel C. Goff
 
   The corporation shall provide agricultural ser-
vices and engage in any and all lawful business 
for which a corporation may be formed under the 
Nebraska Business Corporation Act.  The num-
ber of shares the corporation is authorized to is-
sue is 10,000 shares and the authorized capital 
stock is $10,000 to be fully paid and non-assess-
able on issue.  Perpetual existence commenced 
on December 13, 2016, when Articles were filed 
with the Secretary of State.  Affairs are to be 
conducted by the Board of Directors and officers 
authorized by the By-laws and the Board.

Incorporators:
Daniel C. Goff

Cassondra A. Goff
70501 645 Blvd.

Salem, Nebraska 68433

Michael R. Dunn, #16825
Richard L. Halbert, #11659
Christopher C. Halbert, #22609
Ryan C. Dorcey, #25748
Halbert, Dunn & Halbert, L.L.C.
111 East 17th Street
Post Office Box 447
Falls City, Nebraska 68355-0447
Phone:  (402) 245-4486           20-28-4

District #56

Notice of filiNG of certificate 
of orGaNiZatioN of 

Vk leech truckiNG, llc
   Notice is hereby given that a Certificate of 
Organization of VK LEECH TRUCKING, LLC 
has been filed as follows. 

1. The name of the limited liability company 
is: VK LEECH TRUCKING, LLC.

2. The address of the initial designated of-
fice is: 71971 633 Avenue, Humboldt, Nebraska 
68376.

3. The general nature of the business to be 
transacted is: Any lawful act concerning any and 
all lawful business for which a limited liability 
company may be organized under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska. 

4. The time of commencement of the limited 
liability company is December 14, 2016, and the 
duration of existence of said company is per-
petual.

5. The affairs of the limited liability company 
are to be conducted by the following members: 
Van W. Leech.

VK LEECH TRUCKING, LLC
By: Van W. Leech, Organizing Member

DONAHUE & FAESSER, P.C., L.L.C.
637 ‘G’ Street/P.O. Box 73
Pawnee City, NE 68420-0073
Tel: 402.852.2577
Fax: 402.852.2035

28-4-10

eric h. liNdQuist, P.c., l.l.o.
attorneys at law

8712 West dodge road, suite 260
omaha, Nebraska  68114

Notice of master 
commissioNer’s sale

By virtue of an order of sale issued by the Dis-
trict Court of Richardson County, Nebraska, and 
pursuant to a decree of said Court in an action 
therein indexed at Case No. CI 16-9, wherein 
Matrix Financial Services Corporation, is the 
plaintiff, and Timothy O’Leary Boles, Spouse 
of Timothy O’Leary Boles, real name unknown, 
John Doe and Jane Doe, real names and marital 
status unknown, are the defendants, I will sell 
at public auction to the highest bidder, for cash, 
the following property at 11:00 a.m., on the 7th 
day of February, 2017, on the first floor, lobby 
area of the Richardson County Courthouse, 1700 
Stone Street, in the City of Falls City, Richard-
son County, Nebraska, to-wit: 

Tract No. 1: Lots Four (4) and Five (5), Block 
Twenty-five (25), A.R. Luther Nim’s Addition to 
the City of Humboldt, Richardson County, Ne-
braska. (Commonly known as 119 South Nema-
ha Street, Humboldt, Nebraska 68376)

 
Tract No. 2: Beginning 16 ½ Feet West of the 

Northwest corner of Lot Six (6), Block Twenty-
Five (25), A.R. & Luther Nim’s Addition to the 
City of Humboldt, Richardson County, Nebras-
ka, thence running East a distance of 66.5 Feet; 
Thence South 98 Feet; thence West 66.5 Feet; 
thence North 98 Feet to the place of beginning, 
all in said Block Twenty-Five (25), except cov-
enants, restrictions and easements of record, if 
any. (Commonly known as 914 Mechanic Street, 
Humboldt, Nebraska 68376),

to satisfy the liens and encumbrances therein 
set forth; and to satisfy the accruing court costs, 
all as provided by said order and decree. The pur-
chaser is responsible for all fees or taxes, includ-
ing the documentary stamp tax. The purchaser 
will deposit with the Master Commissioner, at 
the time of sale, a nonrefundable personal or ca-
shier’s check in the amount of $5,000.00, with 
the full purchase price, in certified funds, to be 
received by the plaintiff’s attorney immediately 
upon confirmation of the sale by the Court.  This 
sale is made without any warranties as to title or 
condition of the property.  

Dated this 27th day of December, 2016.   

 O. William VonSeggern
 Master Commissioner

4-10-17-24

agenda for the board of education meeting, 
7:00 Pm, monday, January 9, 2017 at the 
Central Office at Falls City Middle School

The agenda sequence is provided as a courte-
sy. The board reserves the right to consider items 
in the sequence it deems appropriate. Therefore, 
we encourage patrons to attend the meeting from 
the beginning.

1.0 Business Items:
1.1 Roll Call, Open Meetings Act Notice, and 

Pledge of Allegiance
1.2 Approval of Absences
1.3 Verification of Advanced Publication
1.4 Approval of Agenda
1.5 Approval of Previous Minutes 
1.6 Audiences 
1.7 Approval of Treasurer’s Report
1.8 Approval of Claims
1.9 Reorganization of the Board
1.10 “Notice of Settlement of Claim”

2.0 Informational Items/Reports:
2.1 Staff/Student/Organization Report: Carroll 

Sliva, Heartland Seating
2.2 Principal’s Reports: 
2.3 Board President’s Report:
2.4 Superintendent’s Report: 
2.4a Legislative & Organization Update 
2.4b Building and Grounds Update
2.4c Continuous School Improvement & Dis-

trict Goals 
2.4d Negotiations Update
2.4e Policy Planning
2.4f Annual Report Card
2.4g Superintendent Meetings
2.4h Board Member Meetings
2.4i Other
2.5 Board Committee/Member Reports: 

3.0 Old/New Action Items:
3.1 First Reading on Policy Revisions
3.2 Second Reading on Policy Revisions
3.3 Set Hiring Incentive Rate for New Teach-

ers
3.4 Superintendent Contract (closed session)
3.5 Set Date for Strategic Planning Retreat
3.6 High School Gym Seating Replacement
3.7 Other

4.0 Executive Session: Requested by member, 
approved by majority, as per statute.

 
5.0 Adjournment and Next Meetings: The next 

regular monthly Board of Education meeting is 
scheduled for the second Monday of the month, 
at 7:00 P.M. in the Central Office in Falls City 
Middle School. Regular and special meeting 
agendas are kept in the Office of the Superinten-
dent. Board Committee meetings TBD. 

The Nemaha Natural Resources District Board 
of Directors will hold their regular meeting at 
7:00 p.m. Thursday, January 12, 2017, at the 
NRD headquarters in Tecumseh, Nebraska.  In-
dividual committee meetings begin at 6:00 p.m.  
An agenda is being kept current at the office – 
62161 Hwy 136,  Tecumseh, NE  68450.

YOUR PAYMENT PER BABY MUST 
ACCOMPANY YOUR ORDER.   

After the edition has run, pictures may be picked up at The Journal or 
include a self-addressed stamped envelope.

Whether You Live Near Or Far, The Falls City Journal would like 
to take this opportunity to show off your new baby of 2016.  

We will publish a special section in the edition on 
Tuesday, February 14, 2017. The Rules are simple:

1.  Your baby must have been born in the year 2016.
2.  The baby does not have to be a resident or have been born in Falls City.
3.  Send or bring in the form below along with a recent picture   
     of the baby to:  The Babies Of 2016; C/O Nikki McKim, 1810 Harlan St.,  
Falls City, NE  68355.  Or email to  nikkifcjournal@sentco.net or 
fcjournalads@sentco.net
4.  Deadline to receive pictures is MONDAY, JANUARY 30, 2017. We will not 
be able to include photos after this date.
5.  Please contact The Journal for additional questions or information at 402-
245-2431.
6.  If the provided information does not fit the required space,  an additional    
     charge will be added.

THE BABIES OF 2016

The Babies Of 2016
Child's Full Name ________________________________ 
Date Of Birth ____________________________________
Weight At Birth __________________________________
Parents _________________________________________
Parents Residence  _______________________________
Grandparents Names (Living Only) _____________________
_______________________________________________
Great-Grandparents Names (Living Only) _______________
_______________________________________________
Daytime Phone # (___)____________________________

Please Print Legibly *Per Baby

Attention Parents And Grandparents Of 2016 Babies:

1x3 – $30
Information will only include 
Parents name and residence.

1x3 1/2 – $35
Information will only include 
Parents name and residence;
 Living Grandparents names 

only.

2x2 or 1x4 – $40
Information will only include Parents name and residence;
Living Grandparents and Great-Grandparents names only.

Size Ad:  1x3____   1x3 1/2____   1x4____   2x2____

Twins may require additional 
space depending on the amount 
of information provided.

Scarlett Katharine
January 1 – 8 lbs. 10 oz.

Parents:
Scarlett & Rhett Butler

Falls City, NE

Great-Grandparents:
Rick & Isla Blaine

Elizabeth Embry
August 8 – 7 lbs. 8 oz.

Parents:
Kitty & Wyn Strafford

Falls City, NE

Macaulay Connor 
September 15 – 6 lbs. 5 oz.

Parents:
George & Mary Bailey

Grandparents:
Stephen & Mary Haines
Bert & Mildred Pierce

Grandparents:
Nick & Nora Charles

Prof. & Mrs. Bertram Potts 

Notice
iN the couNty court of 

richardsoN couNty, Nebraska 
estate of 

marilyN louise slaGle, 
deceased 

Pr16-57
   Notice is hereby given that on the 27 day 
of December, 2016, in the County Court of 
Richardson County, Nebraska, the Registrar 
issued a written Statement of Informal Pro-
bate of the Will of said Decedent and that 
Scott Slagle, whose address is 4950 North 
167th West, Colwich, Kansas 67030, and 
Jay Slagle, whose address is 317 South 
52nd Street, Omaha, Nebraska 68132, were 
informally appointed by the Registrar as 
Co-Personal Representatives of the Estate.
  Creditors of this Estate must file their 
claims with this Court on or before March 
6, 2017 or be forever barred.

Nancy A. DeKlotz
Clerk-Magistrate

O.William VonSeggern, #14341
Attorney at Law
105 East 17th Street
P.O. Box 10
Falls City, Nebraska 68355
402/245-3815

Neal E. Parsons, #13228
Attorney at Law
217 East 18th Street
Falls City, Nebraska 68355
402/245-3088

4-10-17

Notice of iNcorPoratioN of
Joy rePair iNc.

  NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN the under-
signed have formed a Corporation under 
laws of the State of Nebraska as follows:
The name of the Corporation is JOY RE-
PAIR INC. The address of the initial reg-
istered office is 64452 719 Road, Stella, 
Nebraska 68442, and the initial agent at the 
address is Marlin R. Joy. 
The authorized capital stock of the Corpo-
ration is Ten Thousand (10,000) Shares of 
common stock with par value of One Dollar 
($1.00) each, which may be issued for any 
medium permissible under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska, and as determined from 
time to time by the Board of Directors. 

Marlin R. Joy, Incorporator
Rhonda M. Joy, Incorporator

64452 719 Road
Stella, Nebraska 68442

Neal E. Parsons, #13228
Attorney at Law
217 East 18th Street
Falls City, Nebraska 68355
402/245-3088

4-10-17

By the late 1800s, new household conveniences were 
available to lighten some of a homemaker’s manual 
tasks. Examples are the sewing machine, first patented 
in the 1850s, and the carpet sweeper, which came into 
vogue during the 1880s. However, chores that involved 
the use of water and fuel-usually wood-were particu-
larly demanding.

Living standards and the general level of health for 
late nineteenth and early twentieth century Nebraska 
farm wives depended heavily upon the availability of 
wood and water for household needs. “A water sup-
ply and fuel are two things which enter prominently 
into the domestic economy of every home,” said the 
Western Rancher and Brand Recorder (Ainsworth) 
on February 1, 1905, “for water and fire every house-
wife must have, whether she presides over a shanty or 
a mansion. In lieu of providing these two essentials in 
domestic economy some very heavy and unless [use-
less] burdens are often placed upon wives and mothers, 
who have enough to do even when these essentials are 
made as convenient as possible.

“We know of well-to-do farmers who have gone to 
a great deal of expense and trouble to pipe the water 
from their well to their barns, so that a water supply 
may be handy for their use by just turning a faucet, 
who indifferently permit their wives to get the supply 
of water for the home as best they may from a well 
located ten rods from the house, men who will have 

their barns guttered and leave their wives to depend 
upon an old board and a rain water barrel for a supply 
of soft water.

“There are a few things which every farmer’s wife 
has a right to demand. They are a hardwood floor for 
the kitchen or at least a lineolum [linoleum] cover for 
it, a good cistern, accessible by a pump in the kitchen 
sink; a supply of hard, or well water, under pressure 
where there is a windmill on the premises, and a con-
venient and ample supply of fuel, conveniently locat-
ed. This making a woman lug water and split wood or 
hunt for fuel is a relic of barbarism. A young lady with 
a farmer on the string as a prospective husband will do 
well to have these things settled right before the parson 
gets in his work.”

By the 1920s many Nebraskans enjoyed new house-
hold conveniences, including hot and cold running wa-
ter, gas stoves, automatic washing machines, refrigera-
tors, and vacuum cleaners. In 1927 Mrs. Will Minear, 
president of the Nebraska Federation of Women’s 
Clubs, noted that “electricity, gas and the telephone 
have made great Progress in our state because of the 
interest of the menfolk.” In an article reprinted from 
the Omaha Bee by the Rushville Recorder on February 
11, 1927, she still urged that “energy-saving and health 
conserving home conveniences” that directly benefited 
women, be given an equally high priority. 

Fuel and Water -- The housewife’s needs
Four women stand in a kitchen setting, date and place unknown.

Notice of ameNdmeNt to
articles of iNcorPoratioN

   On December 23, 2016 Articles of Amendment 
to the Articles of Incorporation of First United 
Presbyterian Church, [Falls City, Nebraska], 
were filed in the following manner:

   Article I. of the Articles of Incorporation of 
the corporation is hereby amended henceforth to 
read as follows:
 
“The name of the corporation is ‘First Presbyte-
rian Church of Falls City, Nebraska.’”

Its Attorneys:
Richard L. Halbert, #11659
Michael R. Dunn, #16825
Christopher C. Halbert, #22609
Ryan C. Dorcey, #25748
Halbert, Dunn & Halbert, L.L.C.
111 East 17th Street
Post Office Box 447
Falls City, Nebraska 68355-0447
Phone:  (402) 245-4486

4-10-17
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FALLS CITY JOURNAL
Come in or call us today — 402-245-2431

Online Edition Only - $25.00 Per Year!

Piano tuning by Norman Dor-
ity. Will  be in Falls City on Tues-
day, Jan. 17. Call ahead to Lin-
coln, 402-488-6000.                 52-1

Classifieds The Falls City Journal assumes no responsibility for Employment Opportunity, earn-at-home or 
other similar ads which are placed in our paper by firms outside our trade area. This newspaper 
has neither the resources nor the time to investigate the reliability of such offers.

CLASSIFIED RATES
Line Classified - $1.50 per line
Cards of Thanks- .60¢ per line

Call office for Boxed Ad pricing 
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Small 2 BDRM house for rent. 1124 
McLean, no appliances. Novak Realty, 
245-3242.            51-52
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For Sale

Pack Rat Storage,  Units Available.
402-245-7236.

24-TF

For rent/leaSeHelp Wanted
AMERICAN WALNUT. Buying 
standing walnut timber, 25 or more.  
Call 816-232-6781 in St. Joseph for 
details.              47-tf

Wanted

Services Provided: 
-Dental Implant Placement 
-Advanced Bone & Soft Tissue Grafting 
-Removal of Impacted 3rd molars (Wisdom Teeth) 
-Advanced Cosmetic Reconstruction  
-Routine Dentistry  
-IV sedation for Surgical & Advanced Reconstruction Cases 

Dental Care that Never Quits! 

Dr. Terry Whitten 
Phone: (785) 284-3911 or (888) 589-8100 

www.dentalimplantsnek.com 

D E N T A L
MPLAN

CENTERI T
OF NORTHEAST KANSAS

D E N T A L
MPLAN

CENTERI T
OF NORTHEAST KANSAS

1309 S Old 75 HWY 
Sabetha, KS 

Services Provided: 
-Dental Implant Placement 
-Advanced Bone & Soft Tissue Grafting 
-Removal of Impacted 3rd molars (Wisdom Teeth) 
-Advanced Cosmetic Reconstruction  
-Routine Dentistry  
-IV sedation for Surgical & Advanced Reconstruction Cases 

Dental Care that Never Quits! 

Dr. Terry Whitten 
Phone: (785) 284-3911 or (888) 589-8100 

www.dentalimplantsnek.com 

D E N T A L
MPLAN

CENTERI T
OF NORTHEAST KANSAS

D E N T A L
MPLAN

CENTERI T
OF NORTHEAST KANSAS

1309 S Old 75 HWY 
Sabetha, KS 

MiSc.

50% OFF 
ChRISTmAS!!

InCLuDES pRE-LIT 
TREES!

20% OFF ALL COATS & 
JACkETS, LOTS OF COLD 

wEAThER COmIng!

2-LIkE nEw 
SnOwbLOwERS
1TORO & 1 mTD

FARm & CITy SuppLy  
ACE hARDwARE

2618 HArLAn, FALLs CiTy 

Drivers: Jingle all the way to the bank! 
Bonuses, Vacation, 401K! OTR, Re-
gional. CDL-A universetruck.com 
866-958-7825.          49-52

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING in over 
165 newspapers. Reach thousands of 
readers for $225/25 word ad. Contact 
your local newspaper or call 1-800-
369-2850.

GOT KNEE pain? Back pain? Shoul-
der pain? Get a pain-relieving brace at 
little or no cost to you. Medicare pa-
tients call Health Hotline now! 1-800-
260-3487.

CHRONIC PAIN? Back or joint pain, 
arthritis? Recent Medicare/health cov-
erage changes may benefit you! Prod-
ucts are little to No Cost, if qualified. 
Free shipping. Accredited Pain Spe-
cialists. Call 1-800-680-4394.

BANKRUPTCY: FREE initial con-
sultation. Fast relief from creditors. 
Low rates. Statewide filing. No office 
appointment necessary. Call Steffens 
Law Office, 308-872-8327. steffens-
bankruptcylaw.com. We are a debt 
relief agency, which helps people 
file bankruptcy under the bankruptcy 
code.

AFFORDABLE PRESS Release ser-
vice. Send your message to 170 news-
papers across Nebraska for one low 
price! Call 1-800-369-2850 or www.
nebpress.com for more details.

DISH TV - Best Deal Ever! Only 
$39.99/month. Plus $14.99/month In-
ternet (where available). Free Stream-
ing. Free Install (up to 6 rooms). Free 
HD-DVR. Call 1-800-520-9176.

EXEDE SATELLITE Internet - Af-
fordable, high speed broadband satel-
lite internet anywhere in the U.S. Or-
der now and save $100. Plans start at 
$39.99/month. Call 1-800-507-1349.

SPECTRUM TRIPLE Play. TV, Inter-
net & Voice for $29.99 each. 60 MB 
per second speed. No contract or com-
mitment. We buy your existing con-
tract up to $500! 1-800-317-2540.

SAVE ON internet and TV bundles! 
Order the best exclusive cable and 
satellite deals in your area! If eligible, 
get up to $300 in Visa Gift Cards. Call 
now! 1-800-261-1870.

LIFE ALERT, 24/7. One press of a but-
ton sends help fast! Medical, Fire, Bur-
glar. Even if you can’t reach a phone! 
Free Brochure. Call 800-216-4935.

GOT AN older car, boat or RV? Do the 
humane thing. Donate it to the Humane 
Society. Call 1-800-540-1568.

ne preSS StateWideS

1611 Valley Ave. 2 Bed, Central Air, 
Garage. 402-245-5539.             51-52P

PREGNANT–Give life a chance.  We 
care for you and your unborn child.  
Birthright – 402-477-8021.
 T-1st-e-3rd-tf

HELP WANTED: Office Cleaning at 
Hullmans Ford, 245-4413.          51-52

FOR SALE
Cereal Rye Bales

402-297-0631 51-52P

CBM hiring Food Service employ-
ees for new jail. No inmate contact. 
1 FT/1PT position available. $11 and 
$9 p/hr. Please send resume Jennifer.
gooch@cbmmanagedservices.com.
52-1P

51-52

51-52

East View 
Apartments

Family Units 
Available Now

 800 East 21st Street
Falls City, NE
402-245-4204

52

Sponsored by the Humane Society, 

245-2779.

SAVE A PET
 Sponsored by the Richardson 

County Humane Society

.   

This super friendly female kitty 
was p/u in the 20th & Morton area 
on Thursday 12-29-16. She is at 
the City Pound, call the FCPD 
245-4422 to claim or adopt.

Nice Queen Pillow top mattress & box 
springs, $100. 402-245-4924.       52

Village of Rulo
NOW HIRING
Water Meter Reader
Send Application to

PO BOX 126
Rulo, NE 68431

52-2
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ADOPTED BY
ST. THOMAS 

EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
IN FALLS CITY

‘SNOWY MORNING 
AT CHURCH’

January 5, 1951

In these troubled days there is 
always available the refuge and in-
spiration and courage-giving influ-
ence of the church. These worship-
ers have prayed for an enlightened 
world and for strength to bring about 
that enlightenment, and meanwhile 
a cleansing blanket of snow has fall-
en silently outside like an answer-
ing benediction.  John Falter, while 
thinking of all religions, used as a 
model St. Paul’s Episcopal Church 
in pleasant Doylestown, Pennsylva-
nia.

He has chopped down a tree or 
two, temporarily, and moved in 
houses from other Doylestown 
streets.  He wants it understood that 
the little lady chatting persistently 
with the rector in the doorway, 
thereby bottlenecking most of the 
congregation inside, is nobody in 
particular. 

http://johnphilipfaltermuseum.com/

‘Sun Sets on St. Mark’s’
Falls City Journal — March 22, 2016

By Jason Schock and Nikki McKim
	 A	rural	Verdon	church	will	hold	its	final	
service on Easter Sunday after serving the 
community for 133 years. St. Mark’s Evan-
gelical Lutheran Church will close its doors 
due to lack of attendance and a drop in dona-
tions.
 The large farm families that founded 
the congregation have all but disappeared 
over	the	years	and	fifth	and	sixth	generation	
members have found worship elsewhere, but 
to those whose lives the church impacted, 
the memories will last a lifetime. 
 “I always looked forward to Christmas 
Eve Services with my family and getting 
dressed	up	in	our	Christmas	outfits,”	LuAnn	
Meinheit Moon said. “It was always such a 
beautiful, traditional service and made me 

 Vol. 148 - No. 11                 Falls City, Nebraska                                                  Tuesday, March 22, 2016

$1.00

© 2016 The JOURNAL 
  Publishing Company

Contents

Please contact 
Curator Dobey Haws to make an

appointment to visit the 
John Philip Falter Museum.

402-450-3724  
curator@johnphilipfaltermusuem.com

ADOPTED BY
BONNIE AND KEN 

ZENTNER

2013 Ford Explorer
All-Wheel Drive
29K Miles
1-Owner 
Trade In

$28,900

2014 Lincoln MKX
All-Wheel Drive

10K Miles
Elite Package
$34,950

HULLMANS 
FORD
402-245-4413

 WWW.HULLMANSFORD.COM 
FALLS CITY, NE

Falls CityJOURNAL
‘Gramercy 

Park’
March 25, 1944

This scene was the first of several 
Falter painted of New York City.  The 
apartment building in which John and 
his wife Maggie lived overlooked 
Gramercy Park, and she can be seen 
in the second story window. When 
the art editor of the SEP saw this 
painting, he told John that it should 
be a cover.  This was a dream come 
true for him, and it would eventually 
become his fourth cover for the Post.  

His panoramic covers with long 
views of people were a major depar-
ture from the Post’s customary close-
up designs. In fact, Norman Rockwell 
himself adjusted to the newer style 
for a time, which he later referred to 
as his “Falter Period.”   

Walk Don’t Run .........Page 2
Public Record .............Page 6
Days of Yore ...............Page 7
Obituaries ...................Page 7
Sports ...........................Page 9
Classifieds ............Page 14-15

Seed a little, 

This weekend, many local busi-
nesses and groups will be hosting 
Easter egg hunts for children and 
adults to celebrate the holiday. 
From home plate to the old folks’ 
home, below is a list of contests for 
the young and young at heart: 

Friday, March 25
-Falls City Chamber Adult Eas-

ter Egg Hunt: 6:30 p.m., Chamber 
Office, 1705 Stone St.
 -Shubert American Legion Aux-
iliary: 1:30 p.m. Friday, March 25, 
Shubert Park, up to 5th Grade. Po-
tential appearance of large philan-
thropic rabbit. 

Saturday, March 26
-FC Area Jaycees: 9 a.m., Fiedler 

Family Ball Complex.  
-FC Healthcare Community: 10 

a.m., 2800 Towle St. 
-Good News Assembly of God: 

11 a.m., 6th and Reavis Sts. 
-FC Nursing and Rehab: 2 p.m., 

1720 Burton Dr. 

Easter Egg Hunts

The Trustees of the Sixpence Early Learning Fund 
announced this week that Falls City will be one of sev-
en Nebraska communities to 
receive new funding to school 
districts in partnerships with 
local licensed early care and 
education providers for infants 
and toddlers at risk.  

Falls City’s award of 
$275,000 joins North Platte, 
Kearney, and a consortium 
serving multiple communities 
in the Nebraska through hubs 
in Chadron, Gering, and Sid-
ney, for grants totaling more 
than $1.3 million after a com-
petitive application and review process. Sixpence, a 
collaborative funding structure involving the Nebras-
ka’s Department of Health and Human Services, the 
Department of Education and private sector investors, 
has issued grants to community partnerships statewide 
since 2008, now totaling 35 communities. Tradition-
ally, these Sixpence grants are awarded to school dis-
tricts working with other local agencies that meet the 
statutory requirements governing the use of Sixpence 
funds providing either center-based or home-based 
family engagement programs. This latest round of 
grants is the first time Sixpence funds have been made 
available to partnerships including licensed child care 
providers with a different set of statutory requirements 
specifically supported by Nebraska’s Step Up to Qual-
ity rating and improvement system.

According to recent data, approximately 30,000 in-
fants and toddlers, or more than 40 percent of Nebraska 
children between birth and age 3, face risk factors that 
threaten their chances of arriving at kindergarten de-
velopmentally on par with their peers. These children 
are more likely to struggle in the K-12 system, attain a 
lower level of education, enter the criminal justice sys-
tem as offenders, develop chronic health problems and 
earn less as working adults. Neuroscientific, sociologi-
cal and even economic evidence suggests that stimulat-
ing and supportive experiences in the first years of life 
encourage the emergence of cognitive skills, behaviors 
and character traits that drive academic success and 

FC Sixpence awarded $275,000 grant
Recent data suggests more than 40 percent of Nebraska toddlers ‘at risk’

steer children toward healthier, more productive life 
outcomes.

While child development 
experts agree that parents 
play the most important role 
in children’s earliest learning 
and developmental experi-
ences, it is also true that child 
care is a reality for Nebras-
kans who must participate 
in the workforce to provide 
for their families. The new 
Sixpence Child Care Partner-
ship grants ensure that more 
infants and toddlers are be-
ing cared for in environments 

that provide the kinds of early learning experiences 
known to narrow the achievement gap.

The FCPS administration says it’s “committed to 
helping all children from birth through age 3 and their 
families achieve success through quality services in 
every area of the community.” This is accomplished 
through strong partnerships with Health and Human 
Services, licensing specialists, Head Start and SENCA, 
ESU #4, Community Medical Center, the Falls City Li-
brary & Arts Center, the Ministerial Association, the 
SE Nebraska Health Dept., and the SE Early Learning 
Connection. 

“This grant adds to our partners the licensed child-
care providers of the Falls City community who play an 
important part in the development of young children,” 
District 56 Supt. Tim Heckenlively said. “These pro-
viders will receive training, materials, and support to 
help them in this role. This grant will provide a coach/
teacher to offer guidance in achieving the grant goals.  
This grant totals $275,000 the first year, and $225,000 
for the next two years. 

“Childcare providers are professionals in their field,” 
Sixpence Supervisor Kathy Martin said. “This grant 
will recognize their accomplishments, and provide 
them with the tools and education needed to do their 
jobs. We are grateful to be given this opportunity.”

Nebraska Children and Families Foundation Associ-

(Please turn to Page 8)

 “Salem was a good example of what 
a small community could do by coming 
together for a project.”

-Justin Evertson, Statewide Arboretum

SALEM’S MAPLE CEMETERY 
Community Landscape Award

- Page 8

By Nikki McKim
 A rural Verdon church will hold 
its final service on Easter Sunday 
after serving the community for 
133 years. St. Mark’s Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church will close its 
doors due to lack of attendance and 
a drop in donations.
 The large farm families that 
founded the congregation have all 
but disappeared over the years and 
fifth and sixth generation members 
have found worship elsewhere, but 
to those whose lives the church 
impacted, the memories will last a 
lifetime. 
 “I always looked forward to 
Christmas Eve Services with my 
family and getting dressed up in 
our Christmas outfits,” LuAnn 
Meinheit Moon said. “It was al-
ways such a beautiful, traditional 
service and made me feel so warm, 
safe and filled with love.” 
 Marsha (Kentopp) Niday, a Falls 
City High School graduate now liv-
ing in Fremont, was baptized, con-
firmed and married at St. Mark’s. 
Her father, the late Bill Kentopp, 
was at one time the church council 
president. 
 “We truly had some incredible 
teachers and leaders at St. Mark’s. 
Even in this small country church, 
there are hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of people who have a piece 
of this church in their hearts,” Mar-
sha Niday added. “I realize how 
disappointing--even devastating it 

PONY CREEK 
RENTALS

South of  Falls City, NE

CLEANING YOUR PASTURE OR FIELD?
CALL PONY CREEK 
RENTALS FOR THE 

EQUIPMENT 
YOU NEED!

Photo by Nikki McKim

Sun setting on St. Mark’s Lutheran
 St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Verdon will hold it’s final service this Easter Sunday.

is--to end such a beautiful era in 
God’s house! We are all blessed to 
have these memories to keep.
 “We are the Church.”
 The road hasn’t always been a 
smooth one for St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church. The contemporary build-
ing on a quiet gravel road two miles 
south and one mile east of Verdon 
has a rich history rooted in the soil 
upon where it sits. The small con-
gregation that still worships each 
Sunday is made up of many whose 
ancestors help found, build or re-
build the church so long ago. 
 The seed of the current church 
was planted when a group of Rich-

ardson County Lutherans began 
to meet in the early 1800’s in the 
small Harkendorff school house for 
worship services. Decades later, in 
1882 under Rev. Gromish, the first 
steps towards organizing a congre-
gation were taken in 1882 when 
trustees John G. Heinzelman Sr., 
Henry Jorn Sr. and William Os-
wald were elected for “St. Marien’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church.” 
 A year later, in 1883, the land 
on which the current church sits 
was purchased for one dollar. The 
new church was dedicated the same 

(Please turn to Page 16)

Former Clerk 
accepts plea,
owes Dawson
$25,000-plus

Stutheit

 A former Village of Dawson 
Clerk who altered 
21 checks total-
ing $26,611.74 
and used Village 
funds to pay 
personal bills 
was originally 
charged with six 
felony forgery 
counts in Rich-
ardson County 
District Court, 
but now faces 
just one after reaching an agree-
ment with the County Attorney’s 
Office.
 Jennifer L. Stutheit, 32, of 
Humboldt, last Tuesday pled guilty 
to second degree forgery, a Class 
III Felony, and in exchange prose-
cutors dropped four similar counts, 
as well as a fifth, second degree 
forgery, a Class IV Felony. She will 
appear back in Court May 3 for 
sentencing. 
 On the surface, it would appear 
Stutheit received the deal of a life-
time, as a Nebraska Auditor of Pub-
lic Accounts report alleged the for-
mer Village employee between Oct. 
1, 2013 and April 20, 2015 used 
public funds as her personal ATM 

(Please turn to Page 3)

 Royals prospect Bubba Star-
ling is starting his fifth season in 
the minors. Lets just hope he makes 
varsity by Sept. 9, 2018 when Colo-
rado comes to Lincoln. 

‘SH Win’s 8th State Title’
Falls City Journal — November 22, 2016

 By Brian McKim
  On a crisp Monday morning in Lincoln 
in front of 1,800 estimated fans at Memorial 
Stadium, the FC Sacred Heart Irish earned a 
third come-from-behind playoff win of this 
fall and in doing so, captured the program’s 
eighth state football championship, beating 
Twin Loup 44-28. 
  Sacred Heart, the eighth seed in the 
East bracket entering this year’s playoffs, 
went through top-seeded Osceola with an 
implausible 34-28 road win in the second 
round, then traveled way north and ham-
mered fifth-seeded Bloomfield 46-12 before 
finally returning home to face No. 1-ranked 
and second-seeded BDS in a dramatic re-
match of a 36-12 Irish loss back on Oct. 7. 
Sacred Heart’s thrilling 16-12 upset, with 

‘CMC Breaks New Ground’
Falls City Journal — June 1, 2016

When  Community Medical Center in 
Falls City celebrated its sixth birthday late 
last year, they realized that they had out-
grown their 68,000 square feet of living 
space. CMC’s Board of Directors gave their 
stamp of approval on a multi-million dol-
lar upgrade that would give the facility the 
space to ensure there was room for the doc-
tors and practitioners. 

CMC announced earlier this year-a $9 
million project to add a new primary care 
clinic, expand and renovate surgery, add in-
house MRI, and expand and renovate the 
clinic area for visiting out-of-town special-
ists. The project was to be funded from hos-
pital reserves, set aside for that purpose, and 
ground broke on the project in May. 

Unfortunately, as final bids came in for 

Falls City
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‘San Francisco 
Bay Boys’
May 26, 1956

If a small boy, when at play, is not 
doing something perilous, he must 
be sick.  So, regarding that lad who 
is aviating out over San Francisco 
Bay, let us rejoice that he is in good 
health, and close our eyes until he 
gets back.  When John Falter was 
risking his boyhood, he used to take 
off on a bag swing from the roof of a 
shed, part of his joy being to see if he 
could avoid demolishing his bones 
against the shed on the way back.  
Recently when Falter was strolling 
along Belvedere Island, admiring 
the grace of Golden Gate Bridge 
across the azure bay, he happily dis-
covered that modern kids still relax 
in the mellow old hair-raising way.  
Falter’s cliffside home is two blocks 
to the right of the painting, but he 
doesn’t bag-swing from it.  The poor 
fellow must be getting old.

- Page 3

 Turns out, 75 percent of Internet IP 
addresses are nonfunctioning and 70 
percent of college grads can’t pinpoint 
just which war goes with D-Day. 
 Seventy percent of useless nonproduc-
tive dead weight. Figure out how to deal 
with that problem, then, America, tackle 
the issue of worthless IP addresses! 

(Photo by Jessica Santo)

The VH1 Save The Music Foun-
dation, in partnership with Gram-
my nominated singer Charlie Puth 
and Casio America, announced that 
Falls City High School is one of 18 
winning schools in the 2016 Keys + 
Kids grant program, created in 2014 
in response to the lack of functional 
pianos in public schools.

Consequently, FCHS and the 
other 17 win-
ning schools 
will receive 
$10,000 worth 
of instruments, 
including a 
Casio Grand 
Hybrid piano 
and three keyboards, to support 
their music and drama programs.  
The pianos will be delivered by 
VH1 Save The Music celebrity am-
bassador Charlie Puth this fall.

“We received a record num-
ber of applications for our Keys + 
Kids program this year, serving as 
a great reminder of how important 
instruments are in music education 
programs,” said Henry Donahue, 
Executive Director of VH1 Save 
The Music. “The selection process 
is never easy, but we are thrilled to 
announce the 18 winners, the most 
we’ve been able to grant thanks to 
our incredibly generous partners.”

Falls City High was the only 
school in the entire region to win. 
The others are in Arizona, Con-
necticut, Georgia, Illinois, Louisi-
ana, New York, Minnesota, Ten-
nessee, Rhode Island, Oklahoma, 
Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and 
Texas. Three Chicago schools were 
selected. The application submis-
sion period was open for a month 
this spring for all K-12 public 
schools in the country. Submissions 
were evaluated by a committee of 

Pictured at the Community Medical Center Groundbreaking Ceremony 
held May 19, from left: Ryan Larsen, CMC CEO; Dan Watermeier, State 
Senator, District, 1; Trevor Roberts, Sampson Construction; James Walk-
er, Sampson Construction; Heath Franzen, Sampson Construction; San-
dra Catlin, APRN, Family Medicine Clinic; Linda Winkelman, RN, Surgery 
and Outpatient Clinic Supervisor; Joe Buckminster, CMC IT Supervisor; 

Laura Redoutey, Nebraska Hospital Association President; Michael Ham-
ilton, Altus Architectural Studios; Margaret McInteer, CMC Board of Direc-
tors Chair; Rodger Merz, CMC Foundation Board Chair; Dr. David Borg, 
Family Medicine Clinic; Todd Godemann, CMC Maintenance Supervisor; 
and Jerry Oliver, Falls City Mayor.

Museum Hours: 
Sunday - Friday

1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Saturday - 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Please contact 
Curator Dobey Haws to make 

an appointment to visit the 
John Philip Falter Museum.

402-450-3724  
curator@johnphilipfaltermusuem.com

THE CMC EXPANSION AND 
RENOVATION PROJECT BEGINS

FCHS one of 18
Save The Music
grant recipients

(To be completed in four phases by April 2018)

• $6.5 Million Construction Budget
• $9 Million Total Budget
• New Primary Care Clinic 
• New Surgical Suites
• In-House Open M.R.I. 

Piano, keyboards worth $10,000

(Please turn to Page 7)

Photos by Jason Schock

 Dorr & Clark Funeral Home owner/operator Brian Daake 
spoke Monday at the Memorial Day ceremony at Steele Cem-
etery. “We should insist that America remain the land of the 
free,” he said. “A land where patriotism trumps politics, where 
the American Flag is displayed proudly and frequently and 
where military veterans are society’s true celebrities.”

245-2363 245-2363883-7837

 A good-sized crowd turned out on a sunny, warm and 
calm Monday morning at Steele Cemetery to pay tribute 
to the men and women who have made the supreme sac-
rifice for the United States.
 As he has for more than a quarter century, Larry 
Whalen, Korean War veteran and commander of the Falls 
City Ceremonial Color Guard, arranged and presided 
over the service in Falls City, as he had earlier Monday 
morning at the Jim Prater Memorial Service at Rulo.
  Mid Bauer sang two heart-felt numbers and color 
guards participating included the VFW Auxiliary Color 
Guard, Falls City Ceremonial Honor Guard and the Kan-
sas-Nebraska Iowa Tribal Color Guard of White Cloud. 
At the replica bier at the Steele Cemetery service were 
Boy Scouts of Troop 396. The Scouts previously had 
placed American flags at the marked graves of all veter-
ans. 
 Dorr & Clark Funeral Home Director Brian Daake, a 
member of the American Legion who has worked close-
ly with the various color guards the past 25 years or so, 
spoke at Steele Cemetery. He noted that after two other 
scheduled addresses in previous years were rained out, 
Monday’s perfect weather proved that the third time is 
indeed the charm. 
 His presentation was titled, “Was it worth it?”
  “This is a question, sometimes politically-loaded, 
that is often asked of family members and war buddies of 
our fallen heroes,” Daake said. 
 It’s a question nobody walking among us can an-
swer.
 “Marine Corps General John Kelly recently offered a 
unique perspective,” Daake said. The Iraq and Afghani-
stan veteran’s son, 1st Lt. Robert Kelly, was killed in com-
bat in 2010. 
 “General Kelly was asked if the loss was worth it by 

(Please turn to Page 6)

‘Was it worth it?’
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For a split second mother thought 
she saw a real man lying there, stark 
and grinning. Readjusting her senses 
(mothers get to be fast readjusters), she 
thought, Oh, come now, one doesn’t 
find real men in freezers, does one? 
This is a snowman, I fear. Next thing 
on the agenda is to remove Mr. Smiley 
from his mausoleum. As mother icily 
summons her son and they messily 
lug sections of Smiley out the base-
ment door, mother can reflect upon 
how funny this will seem to her week 
after next. Alternate plan: John Falter 
says there is a pile of displaced freezer 
food off stage at the left; why not lug 
that outdoors to keep cool and save 
funny Mr. S. for papa to enjoy, and 
remove, when he comes home? In that 
case, papa could reflect that a father’s 
work is never done.
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 Falls City business owner and 
former Fire Chief Harry L. Strasil 
Jr. passed away last Thursday, Feb. 
18, 2016 at Falls City Healthcare 
Community. “Junior” was 72. 
 A memorial service will be 

held at 5 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 19, 

2016 at Prichard 
Auditorium, with 
Pastor Ben Moore 

and Rev. John Hogue officiat-
ing. Junior Jr. donated his body to 
Creighton University School of 
Medicine and interment at Steele 
Cemetery will be held at a later 
date. Friends may sign a guest book 
at Dorr and Clark Funeral Home, 
Falls City, during regular business 
hours.
 Harry Lou Strasil Jr. was born 
in Falls City on Feb. 27, 1944 to 

Harry L. Strasil Jr.

(Please turn to Page 7)

 For decades, the Falls City Area Jaycees have 
recognized inspiring and hard working community 
members during the annual Distinguished Service 
Awards Ceremony, recognizing individual and 
organizational leaders who make Falls City a 
better place to live.
 The Jaycees donate most of their fundraising 
proceeds back to the community and this year 

 2016 Jaycees Distinguished Service Award winners, from left: Susan John-
son, Amber Ramer and Susan Witt (accepting Educator of the Year Award 
on behalf of Kathy Martin); Boss of the Year Dennis Hullman; Katie Stol-

ler, HOBY; Good Neighbor Award winner Barb Froeschl; Maddie Huppert, 
HOBY; Robert J. Chab Community Service Award winner Sean Nolte; DSA 
Award winner Stacey Bailey. 

These six ‘stood out’ for their contributions

(Please turn to Page 8)

gave back $4,400, which was raised through 
various events, such as the Demolition Derby and 
the Tractor Pull. 
 “We are surrounded by people that make a 
difference in the lives of others every day and our 
community is so much better for it,” President 
David Goff said.
 Goff then thanked a list of folks who “go above 

and beyond to help us with our events,” naming 
Mark and Becky Brewer, Brewer Farms, Donnie 
and Coleen Stevens, Triple S Construction, Mike 
and Pat Weaver, Cory Snethen, Snethen Farms, 
Jim and Shirley Jones, Bart and Gayle Keller, Brett 
Keller, Farm and City Supply, Luke and Celeste 
Jones, Kevin and Kay Taft, the Richardson County 

 Americans drove 3.1 trillion 
miles in 2015. That’s 337 round 
trips from Earth to Pluto, which is 
where we’ll have to relocate if we 
keep it up. 

Falls City Recreation will hold 
its 17th annual pancake feed from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 28, in the 
commons area of Falls City High 
School. Pancakes, sausage and 
drinks will be served.

 A free will offering will be col-
lected; all profits derived from the 
annual pancake feed, along with 
the business fund drive conducted 
in early summer, are FC Rec’s main 
public fundraisers for all programs, 
including baseball, softball, tee 
ball, swim team, swim lessons, soc-
cer and flag football. 

On an annual basis, it takes more 
than $36,000 to run those programs, 
which provide activities to approxi-
mately 1,300 young participants 
each year. 

 More than half the cost (55 per-
cent) comes from registration dues, 
and the City of Falls City kicks in 
another 15 percent or so. The bal-

ance is acquired through donations 
made by the public and other civic, 
church and fraternal groups, as well 
as the local business community. 

In addition to the annual program 
costs, Falls City Rec, in conjunc-
tion with the City of Falls City, un-
dertakes the improvements and up-
keep of the ball facilities at Fiedler 
Family Ball Complex. The soccer 
and flag football programs are in 
the spring and fall and these games 
will again be held on Thomas Field 
at Jug Brown Stadium. 

“We thank Falls City Public 
Schools for the use of their facility,” 
Rec Board Member Kevin Malone 
said. “This is all made possible by 
the generosity of everyone that has 
made a donation of money or time 
to our program, all of which benefit 
the youth of the Falls City area.” 

Those unable to attend the pan-
cake feed Sunday can still make a 
donation to FC Rec at F&M Bank.

Pancake feed helps FC Rec make
ball, swimming, soccer, etc., possible 

Hartman Field at Fielder Family Ball Complex

Welcome to the 
Jungle, baby!

- Page 9

 FC senior Trent Pentecost 
unleashes the fury during he 
and his classmates’ final home 
game Friday, a 58-44 win over 
Fairbury
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 Preparation is underway at the 
Office of the Richardson County 
Clerk for the Tuesday, May 10, 
2016, Primary Election.  
 The filing deadline for non-in-
cumbents is 5 p.m. Tuesday, March 
1. Incumbents’ deadline was last 
week. 
 A complete list of candidate fil-
ings on record at the Richardson 
County Clerk’s Office: 
 County Commissioner — Dis-
trict 2 seat (serving Arago/Barada, 
FC Rural/Ohio, FC Ward 1, part 
of FC Ward II lying north of 21st 
Street, Jefferson/Rulo and Salem) 
is up for a four-year term.  
 *David D. Sickel has filed on 
the Republican ticket. 
 County Commissioner — 
District 3 seat (serving Franklin/
Humboldt Rural/Speiser, Grant/
Nemaha, Humboldt Wards I and II, 
Liberty, East Muddy, West Muddy/
Porter) is up for a four-year term. 
 *James Standerford has filed on 
the Republican ticket; Rick Martin 
has filed as a Democrat candidate.
 School Districts 56 and 70 all 
have three positions up for election 
this year, with up to six candidates 
being considered for nomination at 
the May 10 Primary Election. 
 Persons who have filed for four-
year terms on the District 56 School 
Board: *Scott Hollens, *Ed Harris 
and *June Bowers.
 Four-year terms on the District 
70 School Board: *Rock Herr, 
*Sandra Stalder and *Mike Brede-
meier.
 The City of Falls City and the 
City of Humboldt have seats on 

Aspiring candidates
have one week to file

(Please turn to Page 8)

Annual Falls City Rec Pancake Feed
8 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 28 at FC High

‘Smiley’s in 
the Freezer’
February 21, 1959

‘Community Leaders’
Falls City Journal — Feb. 23, 2016

    For decades, the Falls City Area Jaycees 
have recognized inspiring and hard work-
ing community members during the annual 
Distinguished Service Awards Ceremony, 
recognizing individual and organizational 
leaders who make Falls City a better place 
to live.
 The Jaycees donate most of their 
fundraising proceeds back to the community 
and this year gave back $4,400, which was 
raised through various events, such as the 
Demolition Derby and the Tractor Pull. 
 “We are surrounded by people that 
make a difference in the lives of others every 
day and our community is so much better for 
it,” President David Goff said.
 Goff then thanked a list of folks who 
“go above and beyond to help us with our 
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‘Fishing Under the Golden Gate’

Nov. 16, 1957

 That nimble blue water is the 
Golden Gate--so, one guess at the 
name of the bridge. Fishes wishing 
to leave San Francisco Bay to take 
a spin in the Pacific swim past from 
left to right, and they’d better keep 
swimming or they’ll wind up in a tin 
pail. To the left across the water: San 
Francisco, plus the New York Gi-
ants. The house is a lighthouse and 
the cables keep it from taking off 
for a sail someday; for the wind she 
blow like the dickens around here, 
singing forever through the great 
steel harp strings of the bridge. John 
Falter, who says he is something less 
than a superb sailor, has helped crew 
sailboats out through the Gate a few 
times, and usually has been delight-
ed to regain dry land. The rides and 
billow outside the Gate are terrible 
cutups now and then.

johnphilipfaltermuseum.com

Falls City
Thanksgiving is a word of action

 Health insurance rates for Falls 
City Public Schools will rise by 
7.99 percent next year, District 56 
Supt. Tim Heckenlively reported 
last Monday, Nov. 14, at the regular 
monthly Board of Education meet-
ing held at the Central Office in FC 
Middle School. 
 The Educators Health Alliance, 
a consortium of three statewide 
public school education groups 
that manages the plan, approved 
the rate. The increase applies to all 
EHA medical and dental plan op-
tions. Rate increases in the previ-
ous three years were 4.9 percent, 
1.91 percent; and 2.30 percent. By 
comparison, the State of Nebraska 
employee health plan saw increases 
of 8, 11 and 10 percent. 
 Dental benefits in the 2017-18 
plan have been updated and the 
new benefits provide greater em-
phasis on preventative care and, 
in order to keep the plan’s cost 

neutral, add limited co-payments 
for other services.
 In other news from the meet-
ing:  
 -District officials are consid-
ering new bleachers in the high 

school gym and expanded park-
ing at the high school. The high 
school welding and industrial 
technology shop and classroom 
areas remain to be a priority in 
future facility planning efforts, 
Heckenlively said.

 The FCHS alumni Class of 
1966 will donate $10,700 towards 
an outdoor sitting area at FCHS. 
The project is currently in its early 
design stage.

FCPS health
insurance rates
spike 8 percent 

A NEW ERA IN OLD SCHOOL POWER 
FCSH 44 Twin Loup 28

2016 Class D2 State Football Championship

 By Brian McKim
  On a crisp Monday morning in Lincoln in front of 1,800 
estimated fans at Memorial Stadium, the FC Sacred Heart 
Irish earned a third come-from-behind playoff win of this fall 
and in doing so, captured the program’s eighth state football 
championship, beating Twin Loup 44-28. 
  Sacred Heart, the eighth seed in the East bracket entering 
this year’s playoffs, went through top-seeded Osceola with 
an implausible 34-28 road win in the second round, then trav-
eled way north and hammered fifth-seeded Bloomfield 46-12 
before finally returning home to face No. 1-ranked and sec-
ond-seeded BDS in a dramatic rematch of a 36-12 Irish loss 
back on Oct. 7. Sacred Heart’s thrilling 16-12 upset, with the 
winning drive mounted capped with 14 seconds left on the 
clock, secured a return trip to Lincoln’s Memorial Stadium 
for the D2 title game, against the No. 1 seed in the West. 

Out of the 8th seed, an 8th title

(Please turn to Page 7)

 FCSH Coach Doug Goltz might have wanted to grab lineman Bryant Jorn and shake him on occasion the 
past four years, but in the end it was the bear doing the hugging after the Irish’s 44-28 D2 State Title win over 
Twin Loup. It couldn’t rankle the reserved Hall of Famer too much, considering the moment; and it didn’t - the 
massive 320-pounder, whose physical bigness gets dwarfed only by his gigantic personality, avoided repri-
mand. He doesn’t owe his football coach a single wind sprint. No word from his basketball coach.

Photos by Nikki McKim

Falls City
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‘San Francisco 
Bay Boys’
May 26, 1956

If a small boy, when at play, is not 
doing something perilous, he must 
be sick.  So, regarding that lad who 
is aviating out over San Francisco 
Bay, let us rejoice that he is in good 
health, and close our eyes until he 
gets back.  When John Falter was 
risking his boyhood, he used to take 
off on a bag swing from the roof of a 
shed, part of his joy being to see if he 
could avoid demolishing his bones 
against the shed on the way back.  
Recently when Falter was strolling 
along Belvedere Island, admiring 
the grace of Golden Gate Bridge 
across the azure bay, he happily dis-
covered that modern kids still relax 
in the mellow old hair-raising way.  
Falter’s cliffside home is two blocks 
to the right of the painting, but he 
doesn’t bag-swing from it.  The poor 
fellow must be getting old.
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 Turns out, 75 percent of Internet IP 
addresses are nonfunctioning and 70 
percent of college grads can’t pinpoint 
just which war goes with D-Day. 
 Seventy percent of useless nonproduc-
tive dead weight. Figure out how to deal 
with that problem, then, America, tackle 
the issue of worthless IP addresses! 

(Photo by Jessica Santo)

The VH1 Save The Music Foun-
dation, in partnership with Gram-
my nominated singer Charlie Puth 
and Casio America, announced that 
Falls City High School is one of 18 
winning schools in the 2016 Keys + 
Kids grant program, created in 2014 
in response to the lack of functional 
pianos in public schools.

Consequently, FCHS and the 
other 17 win-
ning schools 
will receive 
$10,000 worth 
of instruments, 
including a 
Casio Grand 
Hybrid piano 
and three keyboards, to support 
their music and drama programs.  
The pianos will be delivered by 
VH1 Save The Music celebrity am-
bassador Charlie Puth this fall.

“We received a record num-
ber of applications for our Keys + 
Kids program this year, serving as 
a great reminder of how important 
instruments are in music education 
programs,” said Henry Donahue, 
Executive Director of VH1 Save 
The Music. “The selection process 
is never easy, but we are thrilled to 
announce the 18 winners, the most 
we’ve been able to grant thanks to 
our incredibly generous partners.”

Falls City High was the only 
school in the entire region to win. 
The others are in Arizona, Con-
necticut, Georgia, Illinois, Louisi-
ana, New York, Minnesota, Ten-
nessee, Rhode Island, Oklahoma, 
Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and 
Texas. Three Chicago schools were 
selected. The application submis-
sion period was open for a month 
this spring for all K-12 public 
schools in the country. Submissions 
were evaluated by a committee of 

Pictured at the Community Medical Center Groundbreaking Ceremony 
held May 19, from left: Ryan Larsen, CMC CEO; Dan Watermeier, State 
Senator, District, 1; Trevor Roberts, Sampson Construction; James Walk-
er, Sampson Construction; Heath Franzen, Sampson Construction; San-
dra Catlin, APRN, Family Medicine Clinic; Linda Winkelman, RN, Surgery 
and Outpatient Clinic Supervisor; Joe Buckminster, CMC IT Supervisor; 

Laura Redoutey, Nebraska Hospital Association President; Michael Ham-
ilton, Altus Architectural Studios; Margaret McInteer, CMC Board of Direc-
tors Chair; Rodger Merz, CMC Foundation Board Chair; Dr. David Borg, 
Family Medicine Clinic; Todd Godemann, CMC Maintenance Supervisor; 
and Jerry Oliver, Falls City Mayor.

Museum Hours: 
Sunday - Friday

1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Saturday - 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Please contact 
Curator Dobey Haws to make 

an appointment to visit the 
John Philip Falter Museum.

402-450-3724  
curator@johnphilipfaltermusuem.com

THE CMC EXPANSION AND 
RENOVATION PROJECT BEGINS

FCHS one of 18
Save The Music
grant recipients

(To be completed in four phases by April 2018)

• $6.5 Million Construction Budget
• $9 Million Total Budget
• New Primary Care Clinic 
• New Surgical Suites
• In-House Open M.R.I. 

Piano, keyboards worth $10,000
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 Dorr & Clark Funeral Home owner/operator Brian Daake 
spoke Monday at the Memorial Day ceremony at Steele Cem-
etery. “We should insist that America remain the land of the 
free,” he said. “A land where patriotism trumps politics, where 
the American Flag is displayed proudly and frequently and 
where military veterans are society’s true celebrities.”

245-2363 245-2363883-7837

 A good-sized crowd turned out on a sunny, warm and 
calm Monday morning at Steele Cemetery to pay tribute 
to the men and women who have made the supreme sac-
rifice for the United States.
 As he has for more than a quarter century, Larry 
Whalen, Korean War veteran and commander of the Falls 
City Ceremonial Color Guard, arranged and presided 
over the service in Falls City, as he had earlier Monday 
morning at the Jim Prater Memorial Service at Rulo.
  Mid Bauer sang two heart-felt numbers and color 
guards participating included the VFW Auxiliary Color 
Guard, Falls City Ceremonial Honor Guard and the Kan-
sas-Nebraska Iowa Tribal Color Guard of White Cloud. 
At the replica bier at the Steele Cemetery service were 
Boy Scouts of Troop 396. The Scouts previously had 
placed American flags at the marked graves of all veter-
ans. 
 Dorr & Clark Funeral Home Director Brian Daake, a 
member of the American Legion who has worked close-
ly with the various color guards the past 25 years or so, 
spoke at Steele Cemetery. He noted that after two other 
scheduled addresses in previous years were rained out, 
Monday’s perfect weather proved that the third time is 
indeed the charm. 
 His presentation was titled, “Was it worth it?”
  “This is a question, sometimes politically-loaded, 
that is often asked of family members and war buddies of 
our fallen heroes,” Daake said. 
 It’s a question nobody walking among us can an-
swer.
 “Marine Corps General John Kelly recently offered a 
unique perspective,” Daake said. The Iraq and Afghani-
stan veteran’s son, 1st Lt. Robert Kelly, was killed in com-
bat in 2010. 
 “General Kelly was asked if the loss was worth it by 

(Please turn to Page 6)

‘Was it worth it?’

‘Former Dawson clerk pleds guilty’
Falls City Journal — March 22, 2016

A former Village of Dawson Clerk who al-
tered 21 checks totaling $26,611.74 and used 
Village funds to pay personal bills was origi-
nally charged with six felony forgery counts 
in Richardson County District Court, but 
now faces just one after reaching an agree-
ment with the County Attorney’s Office.
 Jennifer L. Stutheit, 32, of Humboldt, 
last Tuesday pled guilty to second degree 
forgery, a Class III Felony, and in exchange 
prosecutors dropped four similar counts, as 
well as a fifth, second degree forgery, a Class 
IV Felony. She will appear back in Court 
May 3 for sentencing. 
 On the surface, it would appear Stutheit 
received the deal of a lifetime, as a Nebraska 
Auditor of Public Accounts report alleged 
the former Village employee between Oct. 

‘Steele Cemetery Project’
Falls City Journal — July 19, 2016

By Lori Gottula
There are times when a writer just can’t 

do what a subject has asked, and this is one 
of those times. You see, John Martin didn’t 
want to be included in this story, but without 
his vision and passion for a project at Falls 
City’s Steele Cemetery, there literally would 
be no story. So John, I’m sorry, but I can’t 
do what you have asked. Please just sit back 
and enjoy the ride. 

For twelve years now, John has been 
thinking about and researching Steele Cem-
etery because his grandmother’s grandfa-
ther, Joseph Steele, was the founder. John 
remembers that his mother used to take him 
there, and the two would sit beneath one of 
the huge pine trees while she wove stories 
about the souls who are buried beneath the 

‘Journal loses a family member’
Falls City Journal — May 3, 2016

 Long-time Falls City Journal Sports and 
City Editor Delmar “Del” Paul Sutherland, 
86, of St. Joseph, MO, formerly of Falls 
City, passed away Saturday, April 30, 2016 
at Mosaic Life Care in St. Joseph. He was 
born Jan. 22, 1930, in Elm Creek, NE, the 
eighth child of Emma and James Suther-
land. 
 Del worked at The Journal for 31 years, 
retiring in 1995. The newspaper was pub-
lished daily, including Saturdays, for most 
of that period. He succeeded Claire Hurlbert 
in 1964 and eventually became the unofficial 
sports historian for the county. He covered 
nearly 3,000 basketball games alone during 
his career. Del was a past president of the 
Nebraska Sportswriters and Sportscasters 
Association. 

Falls City
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‘San Francisco 
Bay Boys’
May 26, 1956

If a small boy, when at play, is not 
doing something perilous, he must 
be sick.  So, regarding that lad who 
is aviating out over San Francisco 
Bay, let us rejoice that he is in good 
health, and close our eyes until he 
gets back.  When John Falter was 
risking his boyhood, he used to take 
off on a bag swing from the roof of a 
shed, part of his joy being to see if he 
could avoid demolishing his bones 
against the shed on the way back.  
Recently when Falter was strolling 
along Belvedere Island, admiring 
the grace of Golden Gate Bridge 
across the azure bay, he happily dis-
covered that modern kids still relax 
in the mellow old hair-raising way.  
Falter’s cliffside home is two blocks 
to the right of the painting, but he 
doesn’t bag-swing from it.  The poor 
fellow must be getting old.

- Page 3

 Turns out, 75 percent of Internet IP 
addresses are nonfunctioning and 70 
percent of college grads can’t pinpoint 
just which war goes with D-Day. 
 Seventy percent of useless nonproduc-
tive dead weight. Figure out how to deal 
with that problem, then, America, tackle 
the issue of worthless IP addresses! 

(Photo by Jessica Santo)

The VH1 Save The Music Foun-
dation, in partnership with Gram-
my nominated singer Charlie Puth 
and Casio America, announced that 
Falls City High School is one of 18 
winning schools in the 2016 Keys + 
Kids grant program, created in 2014 
in response to the lack of functional 
pianos in public schools.

Consequently, FCHS and the 
other 17 win-
ning schools 
will receive 
$10,000 worth 
of instruments, 
including a 
Casio Grand 
Hybrid piano 
and three keyboards, to support 
their music and drama programs.  
The pianos will be delivered by 
VH1 Save The Music celebrity am-
bassador Charlie Puth this fall.

“We received a record num-
ber of applications for our Keys + 
Kids program this year, serving as 
a great reminder of how important 
instruments are in music education 
programs,” said Henry Donahue, 
Executive Director of VH1 Save 
The Music. “The selection process 
is never easy, but we are thrilled to 
announce the 18 winners, the most 
we’ve been able to grant thanks to 
our incredibly generous partners.”

Falls City High was the only 
school in the entire region to win. 
The others are in Arizona, Con-
necticut, Georgia, Illinois, Louisi-
ana, New York, Minnesota, Ten-
nessee, Rhode Island, Oklahoma, 
Pennsylvania, Massachusetts and 
Texas. Three Chicago schools were 
selected. The application submis-
sion period was open for a month 
this spring for all K-12 public 
schools in the country. Submissions 
were evaluated by a committee of 

Pictured at the Community Medical Center Groundbreaking Ceremony 
held May 19, from left: Ryan Larsen, CMC CEO; Dan Watermeier, State 
Senator, District, 1; Trevor Roberts, Sampson Construction; James Walk-
er, Sampson Construction; Heath Franzen, Sampson Construction; San-
dra Catlin, APRN, Family Medicine Clinic; Linda Winkelman, RN, Surgery 
and Outpatient Clinic Supervisor; Joe Buckminster, CMC IT Supervisor; 

Laura Redoutey, Nebraska Hospital Association President; Michael Ham-
ilton, Altus Architectural Studios; Margaret McInteer, CMC Board of Direc-
tors Chair; Rodger Merz, CMC Foundation Board Chair; Dr. David Borg, 
Family Medicine Clinic; Todd Godemann, CMC Maintenance Supervisor; 
and Jerry Oliver, Falls City Mayor.

Museum Hours: 
Sunday - Friday

1:00 PM to 4:00 PM
Saturday - 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM

Please contact 
Curator Dobey Haws to make 

an appointment to visit the 
John Philip Falter Museum.

402-450-3724  
curator@johnphilipfaltermusuem.com

THE CMC EXPANSION AND 
RENOVATION PROJECT BEGINS

FCHS one of 18
Save The Music
grant recipients

(To be completed in four phases by April 2018)

• $6.5 Million Construction Budget
• $9 Million Total Budget
• New Primary Care Clinic 
• New Surgical Suites
• In-House Open M.R.I. 

Piano, keyboards worth $10,000
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 Dorr & Clark Funeral Home owner/operator Brian Daake 
spoke Monday at the Memorial Day ceremony at Steele Cem-
etery. “We should insist that America remain the land of the 
free,” he said. “A land where patriotism trumps politics, where 
the American Flag is displayed proudly and frequently and 
where military veterans are society’s true celebrities.”

245-2363 245-2363883-7837

 A good-sized crowd turned out on a sunny, warm and 
calm Monday morning at Steele Cemetery to pay tribute 
to the men and women who have made the supreme sac-
rifice for the United States.
 As he has for more than a quarter century, Larry 
Whalen, Korean War veteran and commander of the Falls 
City Ceremonial Color Guard, arranged and presided 
over the service in Falls City, as he had earlier Monday 
morning at the Jim Prater Memorial Service at Rulo.
  Mid Bauer sang two heart-felt numbers and color 
guards participating included the VFW Auxiliary Color 
Guard, Falls City Ceremonial Honor Guard and the Kan-
sas-Nebraska Iowa Tribal Color Guard of White Cloud. 
At the replica bier at the Steele Cemetery service were 
Boy Scouts of Troop 396. The Scouts previously had 
placed American flags at the marked graves of all veter-
ans. 
 Dorr & Clark Funeral Home Director Brian Daake, a 
member of the American Legion who has worked close-
ly with the various color guards the past 25 years or so, 
spoke at Steele Cemetery. He noted that after two other 
scheduled addresses in previous years were rained out, 
Monday’s perfect weather proved that the third time is 
indeed the charm. 
 His presentation was titled, “Was it worth it?”
  “This is a question, sometimes politically-loaded, 
that is often asked of family members and war buddies of 
our fallen heroes,” Daake said. 
 It’s a question nobody walking among us can an-
swer.
 “Marine Corps General John Kelly recently offered a 
unique perspective,” Daake said. The Iraq and Afghani-
stan veteran’s son, 1st Lt. Robert Kelly, was killed in com-
bat in 2010. 
 “General Kelly was asked if the loss was worth it by 

(Please turn to Page 6)

‘Was it worth it?’

Last Thursday, June 23, the Village of Shubert held 
a city council meeting regarding pivot irrigation low-
ering the town’s water supply. The people of Shubert 
have been concerned about their water supply for 
quite some time, even bringing up 
their concerns to the Nemaha Nat-
ural Resources District last year.

According to the NRD meeting 
minutes, the issue goes back to the 
spring of 2015 when two permits 
were approved for a Richardson 
County farmer who irrigates near 
Shubert.

On September 10, 2015, during 
the regular NRD monthly meeting; 
Chuck Wingert, NRD Water Re-
sources Manager, reviewed issues 
regarding Shubert’s problems with 
pumping air in August of 2015. He 
pointed out the locations of nearby 
irrigation and domestic wells in 
relation to the public water sup-
ply well. However, he added that 
there was not conclusive evidence 
that this was the cause of Shubert’s 
problems.

In October 2015, Wingert updat-
ed the NRD Board on the Shubert 
Public Water Well Supply Well 
Concern. Pumps tests were done 
in that area on October 7, 2015; 
the transducers would be removed 
on October 9. The information 
would be sent to LBG to determine 
whether these irrigation wells are 
impacting the public wells.

During the November 2015 
meeting, it was reported that the committee met with 
several concerned citizens from Shubert and Stel-
la. Residents were asked to report any issues to the 
NRD so they were aware. Wingert stated that the re-
port was somewhat inconclusive and things needed 
to be checked into, and further investigation needed 

to be done to determine if there were any problems 
with well screens. The committee discussed install-
ing some transducers in Shubert wells to provide 
more continuous water level data. The report also 

told the irrigators that there might 
not be as much water available as 
they had hoped. Winger said they 
would continue to work with area 
residents and measure any wells 
they would like measured. 

The board agreed to work with 
the public water supplier to come 
up with an emergency plan in the 
event of a water shortage situa-
tion. They also discussed the op-
tion to monitor wells, questioning 
whether a plugged screen was the 
problem. Director, Lisa Beethe 
asked if the NRD is going to do 
any of the other controlled tests 
mentioned in the report. She ques-
tioned if it was the responsibility 
of the NRD.  Bob Hilske, NRD 
Manager, explained that they 
hoped to find out; what impact the 
irrigation wells had on the Vil-
lage wells; provide information to 
the irrigator so he knew what risk 
he may get into; and help Shubert 
manage their water system to re-
duce the risk of low water levels in 
their wells.

In February 2016, another local 
farmer applied for two permits for 
irrigation. Director, Jim Gerweck 
commented on concerns expressed 
by neighbors about the wells. He 

suggested waiting until March to  allow some of the 
domestic wells in that area to be registered so they 
could get a focus on the problem that is perceived by 
the public and many board members. There was con-
cern from  guests who asked if the NRD could  limit the
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to visit the John Philip Falter 

Museum.402-450-3724  
curator@johnphilipfaltermusuem.com

ADOPTED BY
THE ROTARY CLUB OF 

FALLS CITY

‘Chasing The 
Fire Truck’

June 30, 1956

The scene is out of John Falter’s 
boyhood, and from the hilltop that 
looks like an ugly fire.  But Falter, 
having added a modern chemical 
fire truck which he feels certain will 
save the barn, reflects that when he 
starts a fire, he can put it out.  Seri-
ously, this evokes a fervent thank-
heaven for telephones, gasoline mo-
tors, new-fashioned antifire devices, 
and the know-how and courage 
of volunteer smoke-eaters.  Falter 
didn’t ride a horse bareback to his 
long-ago fire; his horse ran away 
and Johnny dismounted into a pass-
ing haystack.  Then, finding himself 
alive, he proceeded on shanks’ mare.  
To return to 1956, three volunteer 
boy-models, one on a horse, helped 
the painter by careering down a 
steep California hill again and 
again, which astonished onlookers, 
as there was no fire.
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   The Fourth of July will no longer be 
known as an American holiday, but 
as the day the world declared in one 
voice: “We will not go quietly into the 
night!” We will not vanish without a 
fight! We’re going to live on! We’re go-
ing to survive! Monday we celebrate 
our Independence Day!  -Adapted from            
Bill Pullman in Independence Day

Falls City

- Page 10

150th Anniversary Hymn Sing

City Council says 
yay to Smokin’
on the Bricks, 
nay to fireworks

The Falls City, City Council met 
on Monday, June 20 for a brief but   
jam packed meeting.

Mayor Jerry Oliver began the 
night with some good news. During 
the Mayor’s report he announced 
that the District Court has ruled 
in favor of the City, Consolidated 
Grain and Barge and the Com-
munity Redevelopment Authority.  
The ruling is in favor of 11 of the 
12 causes of action stemming from 
a 2012 injunction suit filed by Sa-
lem Grain, David Leon Frederick 
and William Lester. The lawsuit 
was filed to try to halt the expan-
sion of CGB into Falls City.  A trial 
on the remaining cause of action is 
set to begin on June 28 and is ex-
pected to last three days. 

Eric Froeschl asked the Coun-
cil for a Special Designated Li-
quor License for the free Smokin’ 
on Stone event to be held on July 
8 and July 9, 2016. The event will 
be held between 18th and 20th and 
Stone Streets, in a gated off area. 
The license was approved, seven 
yes, one no.

Marc Merz requested to put 
a sign up at Stanton Lake for the 
new Disc Golf Course at no cost 
to the city. Merz also informed the 
Council that the Falls City Library 
would have disc golf equipment for 
people to check out and use. Mo-
tion was unanimously approved. 

Rick Lemerond requested funds 
for the fireworks show he oversees 
each year. The display is the only 
display held in Falls City each year. 
Lemerond said an estimated 700 to 
1,100 people attend the firework 
show on the north end of town.  
“This is bringing people to town, 
not a donation,” said Lemerond.  

He added that a few merchants 
donate extra funds each year just to 
keep the event going but he can’t 
rely on that generosity forever. The 
Council said the budget committee 
may consider a donation for next 
year but they wouldn’t be able to 
do anything this year. 

Shubert residents concerned about water supply

(Please turn to page 3)

Blue Storm Baseball 
players selected to 
All-conference team

Four Falls City Blue Storm play-
ers have been selected to the SEN-
BC All-conference team.

Those selected to the Junior team 
are: Jake Craig and Drew Bippes 
were named All-conference and 
Chaydyn Butler and Rudy Vrtiska 
received Honorable mention.

Those selected to the Senior 
team are: Trent Pentecost and Ran-
som Campbell were selected All-
conference and Noah Milam and 
Jake Craig received Honorable 
mention.

(Photos by Chelsie Alexander)

By Jennifer James
Psalm 100 tells us to “Make 

a joyful noise to the Lord,” and 
surely that happened Sunday, June 
26, as the First United Presbyterian 
Church, 20th and Harlan, celebrat-
ed the 150th anniversary of the 
church’s founding.  Approximately 
190 people lifted their voices to-
gether as they sang hymns dear to 
the members of our church family.  

     FIRST UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, 20th and Harlan, celebrated the 150th anniversary of the 
church’s founding with a Community Hymn Sing. Local talent, David von Behren (ABOVE) served as organist for 
six years at the church and introduced the program. (Photos by Brian McKim)

The service began with an organ 
duet by Michele Gaskell, organist 
for the NEB-KAN parish (Falls 
City, and Hiawatha, Presbyterian 
churches) and David von Behren, 
senior at Cleveland Institute of Mu-
sic. von Behren served as organist 
for the Falls City church for six 
years. Rev. Carolynn Winters-Ha-
zelton, interim pastor, welcomed 
everyone and introduced Rev. 

Roxie Sullivan, Tulsa, OK, former 
pastor of the Presbyterian parish, 
and Mrs. Jeanne Giles, Lincoln, 
wife of former pastor Rev. Robert 
Giles. Rev. Winters-Hazelton also 
described how church family mem-
bers offered favorite hymn names 
and reasons for their choices. Da-
vid von Behren introduced the pro-
gram and set the tone for the day. 

(Please turn to Page 16)
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‘Shubert Citizens Question Water Issues’
Falls City Journal — June 28, 2016

By Nikki McKim
Last Thursday, June 23, the Village of 

Shubert held a city council meeting regard-
ing pivot irrigation lowering the town’s 
water supply. The people of Shubert have 
been concerned about their water supply 
for quite some time, even bringing up their 
concerns to the Nemaha Natural Resources 
District last year.

According to the NRD meeting min-
utes, the issue goes back to the spring of 
2015 when two permits were approved for 
a Richardson County farmer who irrigates 
near Shubert.

On September 10, 2015, during the regu-
lar NRD monthly meeting; Chuck Wingert, 
NRD Water Resources Manager, reviewed 
issues regarding Shubert’s problems with 

By Lori Gottula
There are times when a writer just can’t do 

what a subject has asked, and this is one of those 
times. You see, John Martin didn’t want to be 
included in this story, but without his vision and 
passion for a project at Falls City’s Steele Cem-
etery, there literally would be no story. So John, 
I’m sorry, but I can’t do what you have asked. 
Please just sit back and enjoy the ride. 

For twelve years now, John has been thinking 
about and researching Steele Cemetery because 
his grandmother’s grandfather, Joseph Steele, 
was the founder. John remembers that his mother 
used to take him there, and the two would sit be-
neath one of the huge pine trees while she wove 
stories about the souls who are buried beneath 
the stones. 

Several years ago, John was visiting his moth-
er’s grave, and noticed that a majority of the 
trees had reached maturity. Trees, like people, 
eventually die, so he contacted Doug Grimm at 

Grimm’s Gardens, and asked for Doug’s profes-
sional opinion on the projected longevity of the 
trees.

“Doug told me that, in 20 years, we would lose 
70 to 80 percent of the white pine trees on the 
south side,” John said during a recent interview. 
“In addition, there are NO trees planted on the 
north side of the cemetery.” 

“Nearly everyone who contacts the city about 
buying a burial plot asks for a plot beneath a 
tree,” John said. “And we don’t have any any-
more. Not only that, but in 20 years, we wouldn’t 
have any trees!” 

He couldn’t imagine Steele Cemetery without 
trees—the trees that shade visitors as they think 
about loved ones. The trees that provide shelter 
for the birds that chirp and sing, and make the 
cemetery a peaceful place of solitude. Without 
trees, the cemetery would become a white rect-
angular blotch where our loved ones would lie 
beneath blighted, burned grass. Visitors would 

bake in the sun, and silence would fill the air. 
John couldn’t allow that to happen to a place that 
he has loved since childhood. So he sprang into 
action. 

He visited several cemeteries in southeast 
Nebraska and asked managers about their long-
term plans. Then, he approached Falls City’s 
cemetery board with a strategic plan that would 
keep Steele Cemetery beautiful for generations 
to come.

Mayor Jerry Oliver had recently appointed new 
members to the cemetery board, and fortunately, 
all of them shared John’s vision. The board ap-
proved the purchase of 126 conifers (evergreen 
trees), which were planted right after Memorial 
Day. The new trees should reach approximately 
20 feet tall while the old ones die and are re-
moved. Volunteers Rick Martin, Dwayne Dixon, 
and John have kept the trees alive by watering 
nearly every day. Preparation and  watering 

It’s time to start thinking 
about your entry for the 2016 
Cobblestone parade! The theme 
this year is “Dancing Through 
the Decades!” The parade will 
travel down Harlan Street at 
11:00 a.m., Saturday, August 
27.  

There will be floats, bands, 
horses, and much more.  In ad-
dition, nominations are now be-
ing accepted for the 2016 grand 
marshal.  The selection commit-
tee encourages nominations of 
any person, couple, or organiza-
tion that has made a significant 
contribution to the betterment 
of the Falls City community.  

To enter the parade, or to 
make a nomination for the hon-
or of grand marshal, please con-
tact Lori Gottula by sending an 
email to gottula@sentco.net, or 
a text to (402) 245-8145. 
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Air Acrobat!

   Let’s start giving people high 
fives for just getting out of bed. 
Being a person is hard some-
times-especially these days! 

Jaycees Sand 
Volleyball League 
off and running

- Page 14

The time has come to enter 
children in the Little Miss & 
Mister Cobblestone contest, an 
annual event sponsored by the 
Falls City Elementary Partners 
In Education.

To be eligible for the contest, 
children must be 4 years old 
and younger as of Aug. 1, 2016. 
Pictures, no larger than 5x7 can 
be submitted at Wolfe’s Print-
ing, 1607 Stone Street.

A $1 registration fee must 
accompany the photo, along 
with the child’s name and age, 
parents name(s), address and 
phone number.

The deadline for submitting 
photos is July 29th at 5pm. Vot-
ing will begin on August 1st.

All proceeds from this con-
test are used by PIE to pay for 
extra classroom materials, field 
trips, and special activities for 
North and South School. 

Falls City PIE and the stu-
dents at North and South 
Schools thank you for your 
support.

Little Miss, Mister 

Cobblestone 2016: 
‘Dancing through 

the Decades!’

AIR ACROBAT! Crop spraying is no stunt, requiring precise skills from the pilot as the small plane dips to the 
deck to make a pass, then is quickly pulled up for a 180 degree turn and back down for another pass. That was 
the case on Friday at many fields in the area. Conditions were good, with very little wind and high skies. Here 
Ronnie Skaggs of Cotter, AR (Williams Aerial Spraying and Fertilizing) makes a pass north of Falls City near 
Prichard Corner. (Photo by Chelsie Alexander)

Falls City

Keeping Steele Cemetery beautiful for generations to come

The central United States, in-
cluding all of Nebraska, Kansas 
and Missouri will be facing danger-
ous weather conditions throughout 
much of the week as temperatures 
are expected to hit the triple-digits.

Forecasters are predicting tem-
peratures to be five to 10 degrees 
higher than normal this Wednesday 
through Sunday. The “feels like “ 
temperatures could be higher than 
what the thermometer shows. The 
greatest threat for temperatures to 
exceed 110 F will be along the I-35 
corridor. 

The American Red Cross has 
steps people can follow to stay safe 
when it’s hot outside.

Never leave children or pets in 
your vehicle. The inside tempera-
ture of the car can quickly reach 

Triple-digit
heat to bake our 
area this week

The summer sun sets over the beautiful Steele Cemetery, west of Falls City. (Photo by Lori Gottula)

Falls City
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Tillers
TillersBIG,

Small

We got ‘em all!

Please contact 
Curator Dobey Haws to make 

an appointment to visit the 
John Philip Falter Museum.

402-450-3724  
curator@johnphilipfaltermusuem.com
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‘Stan the Man’
May 5, 1954

Artist John Falter got two of those lads-
-Bill the Redhead Fassett and Michael 
the Plaidshirt Lane--excused from a St. 
Louis school to pose with baseballer Stan 
the man Musial.  This upset the boys, as 
all boys hate to miss school.  Thanks to 
artistic license, that lad getting the auto-
graph is Red Fassett, a year older with 
black hair--a double-header pose.  The 
lass is Patricia Wilson, and the boy with 
the ball and the leg without a boy are 
parts of Dave King; they are friends of 
Falter in Belvedere, California--where, 
by the way, Falter is building a new glass 
house on a cliff.  Imagine how lucky 
those St. Louis models felt when they 
wound up with forty revered Musial au-
tographs.  “Wow!”  one 

 As the May 10 primary election 
nears, we wonder if endorsements 
by Bob Knight (or ‘Night’ as The 
Don recently tweeted) and Gary 
Busey have steered the ‘angry old 
white guy’ and ‘severe head trauma 
survivor’ demographics Trump’s 
way. Maybe he already had them?

 A late spring thunderstorm battered trees and power lines last Tuesday, 
April 26, across the entire Midwest, including Falls City, where trees suf-
fered extensive damage and an entire neighborhood of folks on the east 
side of town went without power for some 12 hours.
 Eleven homes located near the 1200 and 1300 blocks of Weaver, Ful-
ton and Nemaha Streets went dark when a tree branch fell across two 
power lines,” according to Utility Supt. Alan Romine. This tore down the 
primary wires in that easement and brought down the corner pole and a 
transformer pole and circuit feed to the north. The power was out from 
around 7 p.m. to 5 am. 
 “Because of the soggy ground we had difficulty getting our trucks into 
the area and had to pull them around with our Street Dept. loaders,” Rom-
ine said. “We had to set two new poles, string the wire on them, and rein-
stall the transformer. Then repair the drops to the houses. Of course it was 
still storming while this was happening.”
 More than two inches of rain fell on most all of Richardson County 
Wednesday and some five inches of much-needed water fell throughout 
the week, wrapping up with an inch soaker Saturday. Two inches or so fell 
the previous week. Up until then, less than half an inch of rain had dropped 
the entire month of April and just 1.63 was reported in all of March. It was 
completely dry for a 28-day span in February and March. 

 While the area suffered tree damage from high winds, no tornadoes 
touched down, thankfully, and no hail fell from the sky. At least a dozen 
twisters were confirmed throughout the Plains, including an EF1 west of 
Omaha. A Preliminary survey results have confirmed at least a dozen tor-
nadoes on April 26 and 27, though the majority were relatively weak (ei-
ther EF0 or EF1). Others touched down near Stanton, IA, which is located 
east of Red Oak, and Cameron, MO.
 April 26 featured several rounds of severe thunderstorms over a broad 
swath of the Plains and parts of the Midwest. A squall line tracked over 
700 miles in just over 15 hours from far northeast Kansas early Tuesday 
morning to eastern Kentucky late Tuesday night, producing a swath of 
damaging thunderstorm winds. Among the damage reports included: A 
carport flipped and blown into trees near Frankfort, KS; a grain roof blown 
off and thrown 600 feet near Nortonville, KS; a roof ripped off and four 
power poles snapped in Sedalia, MO; siding blown off a home in Mokane, 
MO; and a flag pole and mailbox pole snapped in half near Weldon Spring, 
MO.
 Hail up to five inches in diameter (larger than softballs) fell near Bre-
men, KS, for 15 minutes, damaging roofs and shattering vehicle wind-
shields, according to Marshall County’s emergency management chief.

 April 26 featured several rounds of severe thunderstorms over a 
broad swath of the Plains and parts of the Midwest. Trees, including this 
Elm in the yard of Mark Hodge at 20th and Chase Sts., fell victim to strong 

winds and a neighborhood on the east side of town went without power for 
some 12 hours. 

We needed rainfall, but not damaging winds

 Long-time Falls City Journal 
Sports and City Editor Delmar 
“Del” Paul Sutherland, 86, of St. 
Joseph, MO, formerly of Falls City, 
passed away Saturday, April 30, 
2016 at Mosaic Life Care in 
St. Joseph. He was born Jan. 
22, 1930, in Elm Creek, NE, 
the eighth child of Emma and 
James Sutherland. 
 Del worked at The Journal 
for 31 years, retiring in 1995. 
The newspaper was published 
daily, including Saturdays, for 
most of that period. He suc-
ceeded Claire Hurlbert in 1964 
and eventually became the 
unofficial sports historian for 
the county. He covered nearly 
3,000 basketball games alone 
during his career. Del was a 
past president of the Nebraska 
Sportswriters and Sportscasters 
Association. 
 According to his family, it 
was “a job he dearly loved. He 
liked the people he worked for and 
the people he worked with. He of-
ten said he never regretted going to 
work. He met people from all over 
Nebraska, Kansas and Missouri.”
 Del retired to his St. Joseph 
home and, often regardless of the 
weather, spent his time on the golf 

course. His meticulous record-
keeping ability also served well as 
president of the St. Joseph Histori-
cal Society (Robidoux Row). 
 Growing up, Del was the eldest 

of “three little kids,” as they were 
referred to by the family. When he 
was 50, his mother said, “My land. 
You three little kids are middle 
aged!” His parents and eight sib-
lings preceded him in death. A sis-
ter, Neva Brindle, of Hagerstown, 
MD, survives.

 He married Joyce Metzgar 60 
years ago at the Congregational 
Church in David City. Mrs. Suther-
land, a retired Falls City school-
teacher, also survives, as do their 

children, Paula (Bob), 
Quinten (Julie), Leah, and 
Sherman (Rae); and grand-
children, Alicia, Carla, 
Stephanie, Eric, Jonah, Tara 
and Veda; as well as a wealth 
of friends and relatives.
 He graduated from Overton 
(NE) High School and the 
University of Nebraska at 
Kearney. He was a veteran 
of the Korean War.
 Del was a member of Fran-
cis Street First United Meth-
odist Church in St. Joseph, 
member and Past Exalted 
Ruler of Falls City Elks 
Lodge No. 963, past district 
deputy of the Grand Exalted 
Ruler, past president of the 

Falls City Lions Club and 
served on the City Council in Falls 
City. He was also an elector for the 
Heisman Trophy.
 He also was past president of 
High Twelve, and belonged to Falls 
City Masonic Lodge and Eastern 
Star. He belonged to the High De 
Paynes Commandery, York Rite, 

Journal file photo - 1995

(Please turn to Page 3)

Service Thursday for long-time Journal Sports Editor Del Sutherland 

 A free educational program for 
parents and teach-
ers working with 
struggling read-
ers and those with 
dyslexia will be 
presented by spe-
cialist Darlene 
Merz at 6:30 p.m. 
Thursday at the 
Falls City Library 
& Arts Center. 
 Merz, who 
lives in  Stroms-
burg, in 2013 left her teaching po-
sition at Cross Country Schools to 
focus on helping students across 
Nebraska. She continues her work 
by tutoring, sharing new research 
about dyslexia and working toward 
beneficial legislation in Nebraska.
 At the “young” age of 51, Mrs. 
Merz, a stay-at-home farmwife/
mother of six in rural Falls City, 
earned her Bachelor’s Degree in 
Elementary Special Education and 
taught four years in Auburn. After 
the loss of her husband, Duane, in 
2003, she moved to Stromsburg, 
where she continued her career at 

(Please turn to Page 18)

Darlene Merz now
focuses on helping
struggling readers 

Kellse Mae Embretson

Falls City 
High School 
Class of 2016

—Pages 12-14
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For a split second mother thought 
she saw a real man lying there, stark 
and grinning. Readjusting her senses 
(mothers get to be fast readjusters), she 
thought, Oh, come now, one doesn’t 
find real men in freezers, does one? 
This is a snowman, I fear. Next thing 
on the agenda is to remove Mr. Smiley 
from his mausoleum. As mother icily 
summons her son and they messily 
lug sections of Smiley out the base-
ment door, mother can reflect upon 
how funny this will seem to her week 
after next. Alternate plan: John Falter 
says there is a pile of displaced freezer 
food off stage at the left; why not lug 
that outdoors to keep cool and save 
funny Mr. S. for papa to enjoy, and 
remove, when he comes home? In that 
case, papa could reflect that a father’s 
work is never done.
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Sports .................................... Page 9
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 Falls City business owner and 
former Fire Chief Harry L. Strasil 
Jr. passed away last Thursday, Feb. 
18, 2016 at Falls City Healthcare 
Community. “Junior” was 72. 
 A memorial service will be 

held at 5 p.m. Sat-
urday, March 19, 

2016 at Prichard 
Auditorium, with 
Pastor Ben Moore 

and Rev. John Hogue officiat-
ing. Junior Jr. donated his body to 
Creighton University School of 
Medicine and interment at Steele 
Cemetery will be held at a later 
date. Friends may sign a guest book 
at Dorr and Clark Funeral Home, 
Falls City, during regular business 
hours.
 Harry Lou Strasil Jr. was born 
in Falls City on Feb. 27, 1944 to 

Harry L. Strasil Jr.

(Please turn to Page 7)

 For decades, the Falls City Area Jaycees have 
recognized inspiring and hard working community 
members during the annual Distinguished Service 
Awards Ceremony, recognizing individual and 
organizational leaders who make Falls City a 
better place to live.
 The Jaycees donate most of their fundraising 
proceeds back to the community and this year 

 2016 Jaycees Distinguished Service Award winners, from left: Susan John-
son, Amber Ramer and Susan Witt (accepting Educator of the Year Award 
on behalf of Kathy Martin); Boss of the Year Dennis Hullman; Katie Stol-

ler, HOBY; Good Neighbor Award winner Barb Froeschl; Maddie Huppert, 
HOBY; Robert J. Chab Community Service Award winner Sean Nolte; DSA 
Award winner Stacey Bailey. 

These six ‘stood out’ for their contributions

(Please turn to Page 8)

gave back $4,400, which was raised through 
various events, such as the Demolition Derby and 
the Tractor Pull. 
 “We are surrounded by people that make a 
difference in the lives of others every day and our 
community is so much better for it,” President 
David Goff said.
 Goff then thanked a list of folks who “go above 

and beyond to help us with our events,” naming 
Mark and Becky Brewer, Brewer Farms, Donnie 
and Coleen Stevens, Triple S Construction, Mike 
and Pat Weaver, Cory Snethen, Snethen Farms, 
Jim and Shirley Jones, Bart and Gayle Keller, Brett 
Keller, Farm and City Supply, Luke and Celeste 
Jones, Kevin and Kay Taft, the Richardson County 

 Americans drove 3.1 trillion 
miles in 2015. That’s 337 round 
trips from Earth to Pluto, which is 
where we’ll have to relocate if we 
keep it up. 

Falls City Recreation will hold 
its 17th annual pancake feed from 8 
a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 28, in the 
commons area of Falls City High 
School. Pancakes, sausage and 
drinks will be served.

 A free will offering will be col-
lected; all profits derived from the 
annual pancake feed, along with 
the business fund drive conducted 
in early summer, are FC Rec’s main 
public fundraisers for all programs, 
including baseball, softball, tee 
ball, swim team, swim lessons, soc-
cer and flag football. 

On an annual basis, it takes more 
than $36,000 to run those programs, 
which provide activities to approxi-
mately 1,300 young participants 
each year. 

 More than half the cost (55 per-
cent) comes from registration dues, 
and the City of Falls City kicks in 
another 15 percent or so. The bal-

ance is acquired through donations 
made by the public and other civic, 
church and fraternal groups, as well 
as the local business community. 

In addition to the annual program 
costs, Falls City Rec, in conjunc-
tion with the City of Falls City, un-
dertakes the improvements and up-
keep of the ball facilities at Fiedler 
Family Ball Complex. The soccer 
and flag football programs are in 
the spring and fall and these games 
will again be held on Thomas Field 
at Jug Brown Stadium. 

“We thank Falls City Public 
Schools for the use of their facility,” 
Rec Board Member Kevin Malone 
said. “This is all made possible by 
the generosity of everyone that has 
made a donation of money or time 
to our program, all of which benefit 
the youth of the Falls City area.” 

Those unable to attend the pan-
cake feed Sunday can still make a 
donation to FC Rec at F&M Bank.

Pancake feed helps FC Rec make
ball, swimming, soccer, etc., possible 

Hartman Field at Fielder Family Ball Complex

Welcome to the 
Jungle, baby!

- Page 9

 FC senior Trent Pentecost 
unleashes the fury during he 
and his classmates’ final home 
game Friday, a 58-44 win over 
Fairbury
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 Preparation is underway at the 
Office of the Richardson County 
Clerk for the Tuesday, May 10, 
2016, Primary Election.  
 The filing deadline for non-in-
cumbents is 5 p.m. Tuesday, March 
1. Incumbents’ deadline was last 
week. 
 A complete list of candidate fil-
ings on record at the Richardson 
County Clerk’s Office: 
 County Commissioner — Dis-
trict 2 seat (serving Arago/Barada, 
FC Rural/Ohio, FC Ward 1, part 
of FC Ward II lying north of 21st 
Street, Jefferson/Rulo and Salem) 
is up for a four-year term.  
 *David D. Sickel has filed on 
the Republican ticket. 
 County Commissioner — 
District 3 seat (serving Franklin/
Humboldt Rural/Speiser, Grant/
Nemaha, Humboldt Wards I and II, 
Liberty, East Muddy, West Muddy/
Porter) is up for a four-year term. 
 *James Standerford has filed on 
the Republican ticket; Rick Martin 
has filed as a Democrat candidate.
 School Districts 56 and 70 all 
have three positions up for election 
this year, with up to six candidates 
being considered for nomination at 
the May 10 Primary Election. 
 Persons who have filed for four-
year terms on the District 56 School 
Board: *Scott Hollens, *Ed Harris 
and *June Bowers.
 Four-year terms on the District 
70 School Board: *Rock Herr, 
*Sandra Stalder and *Mike Brede-
meier.
 The City of Falls City and the 
City of Humboldt have seats on 

Aspiring candidates
have one week to file

(Please turn to Page 8)

Annual Falls City Rec Pancake Feed
8 a.m.-1 p.m. Sunday, Feb. 28 at FC High

‘Smiley’s in 
the Freezer’
February 21, 1959
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‘Gramercy 

Park’
March 25, 1944

This scene was the first of several 
Falter painted of New York City.  The 
apartment building in which John and 
his wife Maggie lived overlooked 
Gramercy Park, and she can be seen 
in the second story window. When 
the art editor of the SEP saw this 
painting, he told John that it should 
be a cover.  This was a dream come 
true for him, and it would eventually 
become his fourth cover for the Post.  

His panoramic covers with long 
views of people were a major depar-
ture from the Post’s customary close-
up designs. In fact, Norman Rockwell 
himself adjusted to the newer style 
for a time, which he later referred to 
as his “Falter Period.”   
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Seed a little, 

This weekend, many local busi-
nesses and groups will be hosting 
Easter egg hunts for children and 
adults to celebrate the holiday. 
From home plate to the old folks’ 
home, below is a list of contests for 
the young and young at heart: 

Friday, March 25
-Falls City Chamber Adult Eas-

ter Egg Hunt: 6:30 p.m., Chamber 
Office, 1705 Stone St.
 -Shubert American Legion Aux-
iliary: 1:30 p.m. Friday, March 25, 
Shubert Park, up to 5th Grade. Po-
tential appearance of large philan-
thropic rabbit. 

Saturday, March 26
-FC Area Jaycees: 9 a.m., Fiedler 

Family Ball Complex.  
-FC Healthcare Community: 10 

a.m., 2800 Towle St. 
-Good News Assembly of God: 

11 a.m., 6th and Reavis Sts. 
-FC Nursing and Rehab: 2 p.m., 

1720 Burton Dr. 

Easter Egg Hunts

The Trustees of the Sixpence Early Learning Fund 
announced this week that Falls City will be one of sev-
en Nebraska communities to 
receive new funding to school 
districts in partnerships with 
local licensed early care and 
education providers for infants 
and toddlers at risk.  

Falls City’s award of 
$275,000 joins North Platte, 
Kearney, and a consortium 
serving multiple communities 
in the Nebraska through hubs 
in Chadron, Gering, and Sid-
ney, for grants totaling more 
than $1.3 million after a com-
petitive application and review process. Sixpence, a 
collaborative funding structure involving the Nebras-
ka’s Department of Health and Human Services, the 
Department of Education and private sector investors, 
has issued grants to community partnerships statewide 
since 2008, now totaling 35 communities. Tradition-
ally, these Sixpence grants are awarded to school dis-
tricts working with other local agencies that meet the 
statutory requirements governing the use of Sixpence 
funds providing either center-based or home-based 
family engagement programs. This latest round of 
grants is the first time Sixpence funds have been made 
available to partnerships including licensed child care 
providers with a different set of statutory requirements 
specifically supported by Nebraska’s Step Up to Qual-
ity rating and improvement system.

According to recent data, approximately 30,000 in-
fants and toddlers, or more than 40 percent of Nebraska 
children between birth and age 3, face risk factors that 
threaten their chances of arriving at kindergarten de-
velopmentally on par with their peers. These children 
are more likely to struggle in the K-12 system, attain a 
lower level of education, enter the criminal justice sys-
tem as offenders, develop chronic health problems and 
earn less as working adults. Neuroscientific, sociologi-
cal and even economic evidence suggests that stimulat-
ing and supportive experiences in the first years of life 
encourage the emergence of cognitive skills, behaviors 
and character traits that drive academic success and 

FC Sixpence awarded $275,000 grant
Recent data suggests more than 40 percent of Nebraska toddlers ‘at risk’

steer children toward healthier, more productive life 
outcomes.

While child development 
experts agree that parents 
play the most important role 
in children’s earliest learning 
and developmental experi-
ences, it is also true that child 
care is a reality for Nebras-
kans who must participate 
in the workforce to provide 
for their families. The new 
Sixpence Child Care Partner-
ship grants ensure that more 
infants and toddlers are be-
ing cared for in environments 

that provide the kinds of early learning experiences 
known to narrow the achievement gap.

The FCPS administration says it’s “committed to 
helping all children from birth through age 3 and their 
families achieve success through quality services in 
every area of the community.” This is accomplished 
through strong partnerships with Health and Human 
Services, licensing specialists, Head Start and SENCA, 
ESU #4, Community Medical Center, the Falls City Li-
brary & Arts Center, the Ministerial Association, the 
SE Nebraska Health Dept., and the SE Early Learning 
Connection. 

“This grant adds to our partners the licensed child-
care providers of the Falls City community who play an 
important part in the development of young children,” 
District 56 Supt. Tim Heckenlively said. “These pro-
viders will receive training, materials, and support to 
help them in this role. This grant will provide a coach/
teacher to offer guidance in achieving the grant goals.  
This grant totals $275,000 the first year, and $225,000 
for the next two years. 

“Childcare providers are professionals in their field,” 
Sixpence Supervisor Kathy Martin said. “This grant 
will recognize their accomplishments, and provide 
them with the tools and education needed to do their 
jobs. We are grateful to be given this opportunity.”

Nebraska Children and Families Foundation Associ-

(Please turn to Page 8)

 “Salem was a good example of what 
a small community could do by coming 
together for a project.”

-Justin Evertson, Statewide Arboretum

SALEM’S MAPLE CEMETERY 
Community Landscape Award

- Page 8

By Nikki McKim
 A rural Verdon church will hold 
its final service on Easter Sunday 
after serving the community for 
133 years. St. Mark’s Evangeli-
cal Lutheran Church will close its 
doors due to lack of attendance and 
a drop in donations.
 The large farm families that 
founded the congregation have all 
but disappeared over the years and 
fifth and sixth generation members 
have found worship elsewhere, but 
to those whose lives the church 
impacted, the memories will last a 
lifetime. 
 “I always looked forward to 
Christmas Eve Services with my 
family and getting dressed up in 
our Christmas outfits,” LuAnn 
Meinheit Moon said. “It was al-
ways such a beautiful, traditional 
service and made me feel so warm, 
safe and filled with love.” 
 Marsha (Kentopp) Niday, a Falls 
City High School graduate now liv-
ing in Fremont, was baptized, con-
firmed and married at St. Mark’s. 
Her father, the late Bill Kentopp, 
was at one time the church council 
president. 
 “We truly had some incredible 
teachers and leaders at St. Mark’s. 
Even in this small country church, 
there are hundreds, if not thou-
sands, of people who have a piece 
of this church in their hearts,” Mar-
sha Niday added. “I realize how 
disappointing--even devastating it 
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Photo by Nikki McKim

Sun setting on St. Mark’s Lutheran
 St. Mark’s Lutheran Church in Verdon will hold it’s final service this Easter Sunday.

is--to end such a beautiful era in 
God’s house! We are all blessed to 
have these memories to keep.
 “We are the Church.”
 The road hasn’t always been a 
smooth one for St. Mark’s Lutheran 
Church. The contemporary build-
ing on a quiet gravel road two miles 
south and one mile east of Verdon 
has a rich history rooted in the soil 
upon where it sits. The small con-
gregation that still worships each 
Sunday is made up of many whose 
ancestors help found, build or re-
build the church so long ago. 
 The seed of the current church 
was planted when a group of Rich-

ardson County Lutherans began 
to meet in the early 1800’s in the 
small Harkendorff school house for 
worship services. Decades later, in 
1882 under Rev. Gromish, the first 
steps towards organizing a congre-
gation were taken in 1882 when 
trustees John G. Heinzelman Sr., 
Henry Jorn Sr. and William Os-
wald were elected for “St. Marien’s 
Evangelical Lutheran Church.” 
 A year later, in 1883, the land 
on which the current church sits 
was purchased for one dollar. The 
new church was dedicated the same 

(Please turn to Page 16)

Former Clerk 
accepts plea,
owes Dawson
$25,000-plus

Stutheit

 A former Village of Dawson 
Clerk who altered 
21 checks total-
ing $26,611.74 
and used Village 
funds to pay 
personal bills 
was originally 
charged with six 
felony forgery 
counts in Rich-
ardson County 
District Court, 
but now faces 
just one after reaching an agree-
ment with the County Attorney’s 
Office.
 Jennifer L. Stutheit, 32, of 
Humboldt, last Tuesday pled guilty 
to second degree forgery, a Class 
III Felony, and in exchange prose-
cutors dropped four similar counts, 
as well as a fifth, second degree 
forgery, a Class IV Felony. She will 
appear back in Court May 3 for 
sentencing. 
 On the surface, it would appear 
Stutheit received the deal of a life-
time, as a Nebraska Auditor of Pub-
lic Accounts report alleged the for-
mer Village employee between Oct. 
1, 2013 and April 20, 2015 used 
public funds as her personal ATM 

(Please turn to Page 3)

 Royals prospect Bubba Star-
ling is starting his fifth season in 
the minors. Lets just hope he makes 
varsity by Sept. 9, 2018 when Colo-
rado comes to Lincoln. 
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