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For weeks, we asked readers what 
they want from the Falls City Journal, 
what they value most and what we must 
do differently to remain an essential part 
of this community.

You answered.
A total of 186 people completed our 

reader survey, including current sub-
scribers and people who do not present-
ly subscribe. We also held focus groups 
where everyone was encouraged to speak 
candidly about the newspaper, what they 
appreciate, what they skip and what they 
hope to see in the future.

We listened carefully. Now we are 
preparing to act.

The Journal will be making several 
changes in the coming months, including 
expanded youth coverage, a more active 
digital presence, more local features and 
changes designed to make better use of 
the limited space in each printed edition.

However, before we explain where 
we are going, we need to be honest about 
what it takes to produce this newspaper 
every week so you understand some of 
our changes.

A single copy of the Falls City Jour-
nal currently sells for $1.50.  It costs us 
approximately $3 per copy to produce, 
print and distribute the newspaper.

That cost includes far more than paper 
and ink. It includes printing, postage and 
mailing expenses. It includes software, 
service subscriptions, graphic resources 
and other essential tools required to de-
sign, produce and distribute a modern 
newspaper. Those expenses come before 
all your other basic office expenses, leas-
es, staff pay and “tech.” 

A print subscription presently costs 
$55 a year, which works out to approxi-
mately $1.05 per week, or about 15 cents 

per day. 
That price no longer reflects the actual 

cost of producing the newspaper.
Unfortunately, subscription prices 

will be increasing. We have not made 
that decision lightly and we know every 
household and business is watching its 
expenses. However, the current pricing 
structure is not sustainable if Falls City 
is to continue having a locally owned, lo-
cally staffed newspaper.

Our survey showed that readers un-
derstand the seriousness of the situation. 
Seventy-four percent of respondents said 
they would pay more if they knew the 
newspaper was struggling. Among cur-
rent subscribers, 79% said they would 
pay more, and two-thirds of non-sub-
scribers who responded indicated they 
would be willing to help. The survey also 
found that 80% of respondents were will-
ing to pay at least $2 per issue. 

We do not share those figures to pres-
sure anyone. We share them because 
transparency matters. Readers deserve to 
know what it costs to produce the news-
paper and why changes are necessary.

As of July 2026: A 20-ounce bottle 
of Coca-Cola was listed at $2.49 at Hy-
Vee.  A specialty coffee can typically cost 
$6.00 or more. 

A bottle of pop may be gone in 20 min-
utes. A cup of coffee while completely 
necessary may last through the morning. 
For $1.50, the Journal provides a week’s 
record of local government, schools, 
businesses, achievements, deaths, cele-
brations and community life.

At $2 per issue, the Falls City Journal 
would still cost less than many bottled 
drinks, specialty coffees and snacks. Two 
dollars buys one week of locally reported 
and verified news. 

SEPTEMBER

24 -By 9:00 AM, no late 
submissions can be accepted
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The night Falls City answered
Remembering Braniff Flight 250

BRANIFF FLIGHT 250 -PAGE 6

By Nikki McKim
    Editor’s note: This is the second installment 

of a three-part series commemorating the 60th an-
niversary of Braniff International Airways Flight 
250, which crashed northeast of Falls City on Aug. 
6, 1966, killing all 38 passengers and four crew 
members aboard. The series was compiled from 
the Falls City Journal’s archival coverage; con-
temporary newspaper reports from communities 
along the flight’s route and the victims’ hometowns; 
the official Civil Aeronautics Board investigation 
and accident record preserved by the National 
Transportation Safety Board.. Because some ac-
counts published immediately after the crash con-

tained conflicting names, ages, locations and oth-
er details, information has been compared across 
multiple sources, with later corrected records and 
official findings used whenever available.

Falls City didn’t have time to prepare 
a formal plan for a disaster of this size. It 
had people who knew their duties, people 
who improvised and people who offered 
whatever was needed. 

Those in charge had decided that 
none of those aboard the plane should be 
moved in the dark. In the light Nation-
al Guardsmen and volunteers started the 

10 -Good Samaritan Auburn 
Hiring Open House, 10-4PM

By Brian McKim
The Board of Commissioners held its 

weekly meeting at the courthouse in Falls 
City on Wednesday, July 29, 2026. All 
Board members answered the roll call. 

Highway Superintendent Steve 
Darveau Jr. met with the Board, and the 
session quickly entered a closed meeting 
at 9:05 a.m. The regular meeting resumed 
at 9:11. 

The Highway Superintendent advised 
the Board that the mastic overlay project 
on the Dustless Highway and Boy Scout 
Road would be behind schedule after the 
recent rains. 

Mr. Darveau also said his crews have 
been working on Pony Creek Road and 
are getting close to completing the proj-
ect. Ditches have been cleaned in the 
area, and the roads have been raised to 
help when floodwaters approach. 

Sheriff Rick Hardesty met with the 
Board, updating them on routine business 
within the Law Enforcement Center. 

A discussion was held about replacing 
patrol vehicles. Hardesty would like to 
cycle out three units, while the Commis-
sioners said they are leaning towards two 
vehicles in the upcoming budget. Hardes-
ty advised the Board that if two vehicles 
could be purchased, he would prefer two 
Ford Explorers because the Department 
already has the equipment to outfit them. 

The meeting entered a closed meet-
ing at 9:37 with the Sheriff and County 

Attorney Samantha Scheitel to review a 
personnel situation and for the needless 
injury to the reputation of an individual. 
The regular meeting resumed at 9:49. 

Michelle Heim presented an annu-
al report from the Pennsylvania Colony 
Historical Society. The Historical So-
ciety requested funding of $5,000 from 
the County. No action was taken as the 
Board advised a decision would be made 
at a later date. 

Sandra and Dwaine Stalder of the 
Quad County Historical and Research 
Society supplied an annual report to the 
Commissioners. A request for $5,000 
funding for the upcoming fiscal year was 
made. The Commissioners took no action 
on the matter at this time. 

Leon Wilhelm, a representative of the 
Richardson County Historical Society, 
provided an annual report of the orga-
nization. Wilhelm requested $10,000 in 
continued funding from the County. No 
action was taken at this time. 

The Board entered its third closed 
meeting of the morning to discuss a gen-
eral assistance application. The applicant 
for the assistance did not appear before 
the Board, and the meeting resumed in 
regular session. 

County Clerk Mary Eickhoff pre-
sented the FY26-27 budget with each of 
the department’s proposed budgets. The 
Commissioners will hold meetings with 
each department over the next few weeks 

31 -Bingo at the American Legion
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-Live music at Stanton Lake, 
6:30 Pm



 Page 2  • Wednesday, August 5, 2026													                            	     Falls City Journal

COMMISSIONERS
-Continued from Page 1
to review the proposals. 

The Commissioners 
received a claim filed by 
Ron Jordening for medi-
cal expenses incurred in 
an accident on February 
16, 2026, on the sidewalk 
of the courthouse. A mo-
tion was made to table the 
claim and send it to the in-
surance carrier for review. 

A complaint from De-
ven Nycum was received. 
Nycum filed a formal com-
plaint on July 15, 2026, 
regarding official misrep-
resentation, public records 
violations and county lia-
bility inducement by Sher-
iff Rick Hardesty. Nycum 
requested that the com-
plaint be submitted to the 
Commissioners and for-
mally logged as an official 
matter of public record. 

The Board reviewed 
the complaint with Hard-
esty, who noted that he 
had fulfilled and complied 
with the public records re-
quest as stated in the com-
plaint. 

Claims were paid, and 
the meeting was adjourned 
at 10:32 a.m. The Humane Society

Hi, Want toHi, Want to
  chill?  chill?  

Have your people 
call my people 

(Humane society 
402-245-2338) 

and we can 
make it happen

A $75 annual subscrip-
tion would be $1.44 per 
weekly issue; $6.25 per 
month and 20.5 cents per 
day.

It costs the Journal 
nearly $3 to produce, print 
and distribute each copy, 
yet we currently charge 
only $1.50. Three dollars 
may purchase a drink or a 
snack. At the Journal, $3 
nearly pays for the produc-
tion and distribution of an 
entire newspaper contain-
ing the permanent record 
of one week in our com-
munity.

The clearest message 
from the survey and focus 
groups was that readers 
want more local people, 
local stories and local con-
nections.

The five subjects re-
ceiving the greatest inter-
est were obituaries and 
announcements (baby/
wedding), feature stories, 
local government, local ac-
tivities and school stories. 
Readers also expressed 
strong interest in historical 
photographs, human-inter-
est stories, youth writing 
and more coverage of local 
businesses and community 
members. 

Feature stories received 
particularly strong support. 
Readers want to learn more 
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about the people, busi-
nesses, traditions, organi-
zations and histories that 
make Richardson County 
distinctive.

We agree.
You will see more lo-

cally focused features in 
the newspaper. Some may 
be historical. Others may 
introduce readers to an in-
teresting neighbor, a long-
time employee, a volun-
teer, a business owner, a 
student, an artist, an athlete 
or someone making a dif-
ference.

Readers can help us 
find those stories.

We cannot know ev-
ery person, project or idea 
worth covering. Readers 
are encouraged to email 
us, stop by the office or 
leave a note when we are 
away. A good feature idea 
does not have to involve a 
major award or a dramatic 
event. Often, the best sto-
ries begin with an ordinary 
person doing something 
extraordinary or simply 
something interesting.

But, this is a partner-
ship. We would ask that 
events that we cover with 
stories be advertised.

This is your newspaper 
and we want the people of 
this community reflected 
throughout its pages.

One of the changes we 
are most excited about is a 

proposed page focused on 
local youth.

We hope to work with 
area schools, teachers, 
parents, organizations and 
students to feature photo-
graphs, classroom projects, 
achievements, artwork, 
writing and other activities 
involving young people. 
We hope the schools will 
be as excited to participate 
and work with us as we 
are to feature our local stu-
dents.

Children deserve to see 
themselves and their ac-
complishments recognized 
in their hometown newspa-
per. Parents and grandpar-
ents also deserve a news-
paper that preserves those 
moments in a permanent, 
printed record.

Adding new material 
means making difficult de-
cisions about how we use 
space.

Based on reader feed-
back, the weekly church-in-
formation section has been 
removed from the printed 
newspaper and placed on-
line.  The printed church 
information occupies a sig-
nificant amount of space 
that can be used for youth 
coverage, feature stories, 
photographs and other ma-
terial readers requested. 

This does not mean 
church news is unimport-
ant. Churches remain a vi-
tal part of the community. 
The information will re-
main available, but it will 
be delivered in a format 
that allows us to use the 
printed newspaper more 
effectively.

The public-record page 
has also be tightened and 
better organized. Our ed-
itorial and opinion pages 
have been condensed so 
more space can be devoted 
to locally produced materi-
al.

We have also found  a 
new crossword puzzle host 
who offers us movie re-
views, entertainment sto-
ries, games and comics. 

Not every change will 
happen immediately. Some 
require new partnerships, 
new technology or addi-
tional revenue. However, 
the work has begun as we 
are sure you have noticed 
in the new format of the 
paper. 

One of the most prom-
ising ideas under consider-
ation is an additional e-edi-
tion for digital subscribers.

This edition would give 
us space to publish materi-
al we cannot always fit into 
the printed paper, includ-
ing additional photographs 
from community events, 
recipes and other items that 
may not have enough ad-
vertising support or avail-
able space for print.

A printed newspaper 
has physical limits. Every 
additional page increases 
printing and mailing costs. 
A second digital edition 
would allow us to provide 
more content without re-
moving material from the 
weekly newspaper.

We have also met with 
a service that is going to 
change how the e-edition 
is delivered. Our goal is 
to make it possible for 
subscribers to receive the 
newspaper directly in their 
email inbox rather than re-
quiring them to remember 
to visit a website and log 
in. We believe easier de-
livery is an important step 
toward making the Journal 
more accessible. If you are 
a current e-edition sub-
scriber please keep an eye 
out for more information 
as this moves forward this 
month.

Readers also made it 
clear they want to hear 
from us more often be-
tween printed editions.

Seventy-four percent 
of survey respondents 
said they would like to see 
more newspaper content 
posted on social media. 
The Journal presently has 
approximately 5,600 Face-
book followers and 336 In-
stagram followers, giving 
us an opportunity to reach 
readers throughout the 
week. 

We are working to be-
come more active on Face-
book and Instagram with 
additional photographs, 
short videos, HS sports 
interviews and previews 
of stories appearing in the 
newspaper. Most stories 
may be available exclu-
sively to subscribers. Our 
goal is not to replace the 
printed newspaper with so-
cial media. It is to use each 
platform for what it does 
best.

The newspaper will re-
main the complete, perma-
nent record of the week. 
Social media can help us 
deliver timely informa-
tion, introduce readers to 
upcoming stories and keep 
the community connected 
between editions.

Subscriptions are es-
sential, but subscriptions 
alone cannot support a 
community newspaper. 
Local advertising makes 
local reporting possible. 
When a business purchases 
an advertisement, it is not 

simply buying space on a 
page. It is helping pay for 
coverage of city govern-
ment, schools, sports, pub-
lic records, local organiza-
tions, community events, 
elections and the people 
who call this area home.

The company who is 
going to change the way 
we deliver our E-edition 
will also be taking over our 
website to streamline the 
sign-up process, get arti-
cles online  and on social 
media quicker. We are so 
excited about this change 
and hope you will be too. 
This month you will see 
changes and updates to our 
website. We will keep you 
updated on the process.

Our focus groups also 
told us that businesses are 
interested in more modern 
advertising choices. We 
are exploring options and 
attending classes that help 
us understand social-me-
dia advertising, sponsored 
videos, digital advertising, 
sponsorships and Face-
book photo sponsorships.  
We want to give local busi-
nesses more ways to reach 
customers while continu-
ing to offer professionally 
designed print advertising. 
When local businesses 
support the Journal, they 
support a newspaper that 
reports on their customers, 
employees, schools.

We are still learning, 
listening and looking for 
better ways to serve this 
community. We know we 
need to make a greater ef-
fort to hear from teenagers, 
young adults, parents and 
younger families as we 
plan the Journal’s future.  
We want the Falls City 
Journal to be a newspaper 
for people of every age not 
only those who have read it 
for decades, but also those 
who may be discovering 
community journalism for 
the first time.

If younger readers have 
ideas for stories, videos, so-
cial-media content, school 
coverage, community 
projects, youth columns or 
other ways to make local 
news more engaging, we 
are ready to listen. We also 
welcome suggestions from 
teachers, parents, students, 
young professionals and 
community organizations 
about how we can encour-
age more people to read, 
participate and become 
invested in what is happen-
ing locally.

Community journal-
ism works best when the 
community takes part in 
it. That might mean sug-
gesting a feature story, 
submitting a photograph, 
writing a guest column or 
“Say Your Piece,” helping 
us connect with students 
or simply telling us what 
would make the newspaper 
more useful to you.

We strongly encourage 
you to use the pages of our 
paper to “Say Your Piece.” 
Facebook can be great for a 
lot of things, but we found 
from our focus groups and 
surveys that the communi-
ty does read the paper. It’s 
an excellent way to get in-
formation and ideas to the 
public. Take advantage of 
an excellent resource you 
have right here. 

We will not get every 
change exactly right on the 
first try. We will continue to 
evaluate what works, make 
adjustments and evolve as 
our readers and communi-
ty change.

The Journal has served 
generations of local fam-
ilies, but preserving that 
legacy requires us to reach 
the generations who will 
carry it forward. We are 
open to new ideas, ready 
to experiment and commit-

ted to building a newspa-
per that remains relevant, 
welcoming and valuable to 
everyone.

We can’t begin to ex-
press to you, our readers 
how important this news-
paper is to us and how 
much we want to get this 
right for you. 

Thirty-six percent of 
the people who complet-
ed our survey were not 
current subscribers. Their 
participation tells us that 
even people who do not 
presently receive the Jour-
nal consistently care about 
whether this community 
has a newspaper. 

The Journal cannot sur-
vive on concern and good 
wishes alone. 

It needs subscribers. 
It needs people who 

purchase single copies.
It needs businesses and 

organizations that adver-
tise.

It needs schools, clubs, 
churches and communi-
ty members who send us 
information and photo-
graphs.

It needs readers who 
tell us when we are doing 
something well and when 
we need to improve.

We know asking peo-
ple to pay more is difficult. 
We also know that disap-
pearing quietly, reducing 
coverage or allowing the 
newspaper to become less 
useful would be worse.

We are choosing to in-
vest in the future. We are 
choosing more local sto-
ries, more young people, 
more photographs, more 
digital access and more 
communication with read-
ers.

We are choosing to 
change with the times 
while protecting what 
makes a community news-
paper irreplaceable: locally 
verified information, pub-
lic accountability and a 
permanent record of life in 
Richardson County.

You spoke, and we lis-
tened. Now we are asking 
you to move forward with 
us.

Subscribe. Purchase a 
newspaper. Advertise your 
business. Send us your sto-
ry ideas. Share our work. 
Encourage your school, or-
ganization or employer to 
participate.

The Falls City Journal 
is YOUR newspaper. With 
your support, it can remain 
that way for generations to 
come.



time with his family, and “socializing” with his friends 
and neighbors with a cold Busch Light. 

John passed away unexpectedly on Thursday, July 
9, 2026, at the Pawnee County Memorial Hospital in 
Pawnee City, Nebraska having reached the earthly age 
of sixty-five years, nine months, and ten days.  He was 
preceded in death by his mother Carol (Kelly) Wilhelm 
and brother-in-law Rick Dettmann.

John is survived by his children: Lindsay Davis and 
husband Kevin of Falls City, Matthew John Wilhelm 
of Rulo, NE; Nicole Stuart of Humboldt, NE; Shelbie 
Wilhelm of Humboldt, NE; his father Jerry Wilhelm of 
Falls City, grandchildren: Tayler Rutland and husband 
Dyland of Falls City, Madisyn Davis and significant 
other Tyson Crosby of Falls City, Kacen Davis of Falls 
City, Kyler Stuart of Humboldt, NE; great-grandchil-
dren: Julianne Crosby of Falls City, Sterling Rutland of 
Falls City, Tulsyn J. Rutland of Falls City, sisters: Julie 
Buss and husband Denny of Humboldt, NE; Joan Finner 
of Falls City, June Dettmann and friend Jim of Iowa, 
and many other nieces, nephews, relatives and friends.

Graveside Inurnment Services for John will be held 
at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, August 15, 2026, at the St. 
Mark’s Cemetery in rural Verdon, Nebraska. A Celebra-
tion of John’s Life Reception will be held at 1:30 p.m. 
at the Richardson County Ag Museum in Falls City.  
Please bring your beverage of choice to the celebration 
if desired, tea and water will be provided. 

 Join us with your favorite memories and best stories 
of John!

Memorial contributions may be given to the family’s 
choice with a later designation.

Condolences can be shared online at www.wherry-
mortuary.com

Services entrusted to Wherry Mortuary-207 Nemaha 
St-Humboldt, NE 68376 (402) 862-2915

William “Gene” Eu-
gene Ballue, 57, of Be-
atrice, NE, passed away 
July 26, 2026 at his resi-
dence. He was born Oc-
tober 2, 1968 at Auburn, 
NE to James and Doro-
thy Ballue.

He married Patricia 
Kaster in 1988 and they 
divorced in 1991, in 1993 
he married Lori Brad-
ley and they divorced in 
1996. He married Dar-
la Adams in 2006. She 
passed away in 2018.
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Gene worked as a welder for many years until his 
health forced him to retire. He had a great love for Tin-
kering with anything he could do in the garage. One of 
his joys was taking his children fishing and spending 
time with his grandchildren doing various fun activies. 
He encouraged others to stop by and chat as that was 
what he loved to do. His love for fireworks and the 4th 
of July and love for homemade fireworks took him to 
the ER to come home with a finger missing for a great 
conversation piece. The Nebraska Cornhuskers was one 
of his favorite things to watch on TV.

Gene is survived by his children, Corey and his wife 
Molly Ballue of Beatrice, Cameron and his wife Beth 
of Nehawka, Ashley Gibson and her wife Megan of Be-
atrice, Adam Gibson and fiancé Brittney of Beatrice, 13 
grandchildren and one great-grandchild. 

He was preceded in death by his parents, grandpar-
ents Cecil and Helen Miller, Uncle Norman Miller, Aunt 
Evelyn Hoak, and wife Darla.

Gene’s memorial service was held Monday August 
3, 2026 at 10:00 AM at Dorr and Clark Funeral Home. 
Burial will be in the Maple Cemetery in Salem Ne-
braska.

There will be no viewing or visitation. You may sign 
the registry or leave condolences at Dorr and Clark Fu-
neral Home during regular business hours.

August 
scam alerts

Zita Ebel, 75, of 
Lincoln, NE, for-
merly of Falls City, 
NE, passed away 
July 29, 2026 at 
Lincoln. She was 
born April 2, 1951 
at Falls City to Pete 
and Zella (Schlick-
er) Schawang.

She married 
Gene Ebel on Sep-
tember 13, 1969 
at Falls City. He 
passed away July 
23, 2004.

Zita was raised at 
Falls City and graduated from Falls City High School in 
1969. When married the couple established their home 
in Falls City and later moved to a farm west of Reserve, 
KS. She was a homemaker and farm wife. She worked 
as a secretary and bookkeeper for various places in 
and around Falls City, including the farm and G and Z 
Trucking. She retired in 2012. She moved to Lincoln in 
2023 and has lived there since. She was an active mem-
ber of St Paul’s Lutheran Church at 20th and Towle St. 
in Falls City and DOES Drove of Falls City.

Zita is survived by her children, Gena Vang and her 
husband Chris of Elkhorn, NE, Karen Soward and her 
husband Levi and Marissa Ebel both of Lincoln, Chip 
and his wife Sara of Falls City, brothers, Joe Schawang 
and his wife Cheryl of Olathe, KS, Mike Schawang and 
his wife Janet of Omaha, sister, Lisa Moormeier and her 
husband Kiven of Roca, NE, grandchildren, Connor and 
Camden Soward, Isaiah and Noah Vang. 

She was preceded in death by her parents and hus-
band.

Her funeral was held Tuesday, August 4, 2026 at 
10:30 AM at St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church at 
20th and Towle St. with Elysia McGill officiating. In-
terment will be in Steele Cemetery. The family received 
friends on Monday from 7-8:00 PM at Dorr and Clark 
Funeral Home.

John Lee Wilhelm, 
65, of rural Humboldt, 
Nebraska was born on 
September 29, 1960, in 
Falls City, Nebraska to 
Jerry Lee and Carol Lynn 
(Kelly) Wilhelm.  He 
was raised near Hum-
boldt, Nebraska where he 
attended Humboldt High 
School.  After his school-
ing, John began his life-
long passion of farming.  
He loved farming to his 
core and especially en-
joyed spending time out-
doors.  John loved fish-
ing, hunting, spending 

John WilhelmZita Ebel William “Gene” Ballue

Learn about the Mission. 
Tour main level living. 

Light Refreshments Available.

Fraud schemes are con-
stantly evolving but under-
standing how they work is 
one of the best ways to stay 
protected. Whether it’s a sus-
picious pop-up on your com-
puter, a frantic phone call, or 
someone claiming they found 
your missing pet, knowing 
what to look for can go a long 
way toward protecting your 
money and personal informa-
tion.

Tech Support Scams: 
Criminals use scary, warn-
ing pop-up messages or cold 
calls pretending to be a major 
software company to gain ac-
cess to your device. 

Many modern tech support 
alerts closely resemble real 
system warnings, making 
them difficult to detect at first 
glance. Vulnerable targets in-
clude standalone home com-
puters, tablets used for online 
banking, and personal laptops 
used in busy, public Wi-Fi ar-
eas.

If your screen freezes or a 
strange alert pops up, pause 
before reacting. Reflect on 
what you might have heard 
(or read) about scams that 
start out like this. To help stay 
safe, keep your operating sys-
tem and antivirus software up 
to date.

Is It Really Your Grand-
child on the Phone?: Re-
ceiving a panicked call that 
a grandchild is in danger 
triggers immediate fear and 
an overwhelming emotional 
panic, which is exactly what 
criminals exploit to override 
our logical thinking.

Scammers contact targets 
feigning to be their grand-
child who is in trouble and 
needs urgent financial help. 
Oftentimes, they request 
money through unconven-
tional payment methods like 
gift cards or cryptocurrency.

If you receive an unexpect-
ed call that your grandchild 
is in jail or a hospital, take 
an active pause and reflect on 
the call—does it make sense? 
Have you heard about a scam 
like this? Then, hang up and 
contact your grandchild di-
rectly or call another relative 
to confirm they are okay. 
Also, check with your phone 
provider to see if they offer 
spam and scam call-blocking 
features.

Lost Pet Scams: Heartless 
scammers actively patrol 
missing pet forums to exploit 
that pain by claiming they 
have found your animal.

Typically, these criminals 

will spin a frantic story. They 
might claim your pet is in-
jured and needs immediate 
money for a vet bill or de-
mand a reward upfront. To 
heighten the panic, they will 
pressure you to pay immedi-
ately via mobile apps or gift 
cards, refusing to actually 
meet in person until you send 
funds.

If someone contacts you 
claiming to have your miss-
ing pet, take a deep breath. 
Never send money before 
seeing your pet. Demand that 
the caller send a fresh photo 
of the animal (and inspect it 
closely) or ask them to de-
scribe a unique physical trait 
not mentioned in your post. If 
they make excuses, hang up.

Fraud Victims, Revictim-
ized: Having money stolen 
from you in a scam can be 
devastating. Unfortunately, 
scammers know that victims 
are often eager to recover 
their money, and they use that 

hope to strike again.
In what’s known as a re-

covery scam, criminals pose 
as government officials, pri-
vate investigators, or “re-
covery experts” who claim 
they can help get your money 
back. They may contact you 
through emails, texts, so-
cial media, or websites that 
look legitimate. But instead 
of helping, they’re trying to 
steal more of your money 
or personal information. Ex-
perts believe this could be-
come the most common scam 
of the year.

 Ignore any unsolicited of-
fers to get your money back, 
as much as you want to be-
lieve it’s possible.

Learn how to spot and avoid 
scams with the AARP Fraud 
Watch Network™. If you 
suspect a scam, call the free 
Helpline at 877‑908‑3360 to 
speak with a trained fraud 
specialist about what to do 
next. 


