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E-bikes and scooters remain a 
hot topic for Council
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Falls City Sacred Heart Class of 1976 held their 
50th class reunion on Friday, July 10, 2026, at the home 
of Phil and Laurie Froeschl. Classmates brought year-
books, pictures and other memories to share. Twelve of 
the eighteen class members were in attendance.

The next day, some of the class participated in the 
Irish Booster Club Golf Tournament and then attend-
ed the Sacred Heart All Class Reunion held at the Elks 
Club that evening.

Members of the class attending were Laurence Berg-
er, Matt Froeschl, Phil Froeschl, Tom Harmon, Barb 
Kelly, Scott Kreifels, Nancy (Sinclair) Lyons, Beth 
(Huber) Meyer, Maureen (Hoffmann) Comfort, Patricia 
(Dorste) Venuto, Mary Jo (O’Grady) Stuve and Debbie 
(Randall) Faller.

Other members of the class were Judy (Olberding) 
Jones, Cathy (Gerdes) Hall, Mary Beth (Marx) Kemper, 
Jane (Metzner) Hagstrand, and Leslie (Smith) Marsh. 
Anita (Anno) Bentley passed away in 2010.

   Members of Sacred Heart Class of 1976. Front Row: Nancy (Sinclair) Lyons, Maureen (Hoffman) Comfort, 
Beth (Huber) Meyer, Patricia (Dorste) Venuto, Barb Kelly. Back Row: Laurence Berger, Mary Jo (O’Grady) Stuve, 
Debbie (Randall) Faller, Matt Froeschl, Tom Harmon, Phil Froeschl and Scott Kreifels.
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By Brian McKim
The City Council met on a hot eve-

ning on Monday, July 20, 2026. Coun-
cilpersons Frank Killingsworth and Ruiz 
were absent. 

City Administrator Gary Jorn updat-
ed everyone on new Open Meetings Act 
guidelines. One new addition is allowing 
constituents to speak at every meeting; 
however, the mayor reserves the right to 
set conditions such as time limits. The 
public also needs to step to the podium 
and give their name and address. 

The mayor still has the right to deter-
mine what appears on the agenda. 

Jorn said interviews for a power plant 
position and a lineman have gone well. 

“Looking at possibly offering a cou-
ple of positions there to the people that 
we interviewed,” said Jorn. “We were 
pleasantly surprised by the quality of ap-
plicants that we’ve been getting.” 

Jorn also said the city would hold off 
on rehiring for the account clerk position 
until after the budgeting process. 

“I’d like to get through the budgeting 
process for this fiscal year just to see kind 
of where we’re at before we go back to 
that position,” Jorn said. 

The Board heard the second reading 
of Ordinance 2026-100 to provide for 
rounding up or down to the nearest nickel 
any cash transaction conducted with the 
City due to the discontinuance of the pen-
ny. 

The second reading of the ordinance 

passed 6-0. 
The Board also set the levy for the 

Airport Authority for 2026-2027 at 
0.047355, the same as the previous fiscal 
year. 

A request by SENDD (Southeast Ne-
braska Development District) for mem-
bership dues of $2,125.00 and housing 
dues of $1,240.00, for a total of $3,365.00, 
was approved 6-0. 

A long discussion was held regarding 
the use of electric scooters and e-bikes on 
public streets and sidewalks. Three citi-
zens from Falls City addressed the Coun-
cil, voicing concerns about the misuse 
of the apparatuses. Many cited concerns 
about injuries resulting from not obeying 
traffic signs and lights. 

Mary Wissmann told the Board that 
the issue doesn’t just involve the down-
town business district; it also includes 
side streets where people blow through 
intersections. Recently, a few municipal-
ities have drafted ordinances regarding 
the e-bikes and scooters, including Hast-
ings and Valley. 

Councilperson Buckminster said on 
Monday, near his house on Fulton Street, 
over 15 different people went past his 
house on either a scooter or e-bike. 

“They don’t stop at the stop sign by 
the daycare, and everybody knows how 
people drive on Fulton,” said Buckmin-
ster. 

Ernie Craig also spoke against the use 
of scooters and e-bikes, citing the danger-
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By Nikki McKim
    Editor’s note: This is the first installment 

of a three-part series commemorating the 60th an-
niversary of Braniff International Airways Flight 
250, which crashed northeast of Falls City on Aug. 
6, 1966, killing all 38 passengers and four crew 
members aboard. The series was compiled from 
the Falls City Journal’s archival coverage; con-
temporary newspaper reports from communities 
along the flight’s route and the victims’ hometowns; 
the official Civil Aeronautics Board investigation 
and accident record preserved by the National 
Transportation Safety Board.. Because some ac-
counts published immediately after the crash con-
tained conflicting names, ages, locations and oth-
er details, information has been compared across 
multiple sources, with later corrected records and 
official findings used whenever available.

Sixty years ago on Saturday night, 
August 6, 1966, Anton “Tony” Scha-
wang and his family drove the country 
road toward home. Horseplay Days was 
underway in Falls City. The parade, the 
horse shows and the 4-H events were an-
nual events during the summer. Then the 
northern sky changed.

A light appeared above the dark, 
storm-loaded horizon. The Schawangs 
watched in horror as a jet descended in 
fire, pass beyond the road and strike the 
soybean field across from their farm. The 
jetliner hit the ground approximately 200 
yards east of the farm.

The plane came out of a storm cloud 
BRANIFF FLIGHT 250 -PAGE 6
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Nebraska Chamber plans 
‘Road Show” visits to 

Nebraska communities

Two-vehicle 
accident on Harlan

ous way kids and adults 
are driving them. 

“What’s it going to 
take?” Craig said. “Some-
body getting killed around 
here.” 

A motion was made to 
proceed, allowing the city 
attorney to draft an ordi-
nance regarding the use 
of scooters and e-bikes. 
Once complete, the draft 
will come before the 
council for approval. 

A special designated 
liquor license was ap-
proved for the Elks Club 
on August 22, 2026. 

The Council also 
heard the first reading 
of Ordinance 2026-101, 
which prohibits alcohol 
sales from 2:00 a.m. to 
6:00 a.m. every day of the 
week, in accordance with 
state regulations. 

The Board also ap-
proved Resolution No. 
2026-R114-2026-2027, 
insurance renewal with 
LARM (League Associ-
ation of Risk Manage-
ment). By approving the 
resolution, the city re-
ceives a 4% discount. 

The Board approved 
Ryan Nolte to the Board 
of Adjustments and ap-
proved a request for match 
support of $1,337.00 for 
Blue Rivers Area Agency 
on Aging. 

The Council voted in 
favor of requests submit-
ted by Chamber and Main 
Street Executive Director 
Amber Holle regarding 
the Cobblestone Festival. 

EDGE Executive Di-
rector Lucas Froeschl met 
with the Council, pro-
viding the 2nd Quarter 
EDGE Report. 

Froeschl mentioned 
the need for EDGE to 
hire a part-time position 
to help facilitate some of 
the programs that EDGE 
offers. 

He also provided an 
update on Nebraska Ru-
ral Generation, stating the 
company had executed a 
six-figure contract with 
an engineering firm to 
study the area. 

“We’re probably six 
months to a year from 
maybe knowing, you 
know, the feasibility of 
this,” said Froeschl. “No 
dollars have been asked 

The Nebraska Chamber of Commerce & Industry is 
scheduling a series of visits across Nebraska beginning 
this month and continuing through the fall.

Hosted by local Chambers of Commerce and eco-
nomic development organizations, the Road Show 
events are designed as community visits to hear direct-
ly from local Chamber members, community leaders 
and others interested in local and regional business de-
velopment topics.

NE Chamber President & CEO Joseph Young and 
Executive Vice President of Legislation & Policy

Hunter Traynor will lead the conversations on top-
ics of interest to the hosting local Chambers. NE

Chamber staff and local officials will also partici-
pate.

“When we visit our members across the state, we 
gain insight on issues that are unique to their com-
munity or region,” said Young. “This input is vital to 
understanding local needs and advancing policies to 
make Nebraska the best state in the country to do busi-
ness.”

Young begins his role this week as president and 
chief executive for the 114-year-old NE Chamber. A 
lifelong Nebraskan who recently returned to the state 
from Florida, he said the Road Show visits will be 
a chance to reconnect with his home state and learn 
about recent business and community development in 
cities across Nebraska.

Matt Williams, interim president and board member 
of the NE Chamber, kicked off the 2026 Road Show in 
his hometown of Gothenburg on June 16.

The dates and communities that have been sched-
uled are listed below. Community members are wel-
come to attend.

Falls City: August 4, 11:00 - 12:30 at the Falls City 
Area Chamber of Commerce.

Auburn: August 4, 2:00 - 2:30 at the Auburn Cham-
ber of Commerce.

The NE Chamber website, nechamber.com/road-
shows, will be continually updated with new locations 
and dates.

Specific details about times and locations are avail-
able through the local host Chambers or by contacting 
kbartling@nechamber.com.

• ConCrete • Steel BuildingS 
• new ConStruCtion

Family owned and operated.
www.mezgerconstruction.com
402-839-6365 • 402-450-1371

Table Rock • Falls City, NE

Proudly serving residential, 
commercial, & industrial clients 

large & small throughout the area.
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The election is coming up sooner than you 
think – Nov. 3. I want the citizens of Falls City to know 
that a vote for me is a vote for every citizen in Falls City.

402-245-1955 • turbobodyman@yahoo.com
Email or text what you would expect if I become Mayor.

All Votes Appreciated
Paid for by Kenny Killingsworth, 719 E. 21st, Falls City

of the city, of the utili-
ties, of EDGE. This is all 
private investment to see 
if this can work for Falls 
City.” 

Froeschl spoke on 
the Transmission Line 
Project, stating, “There’s 
more categorizing as a 
trending delay.” 

He cited delays in 
point-to-point agree-
ments, addressed the 
Southwest Power Pool, 
and discussed how Falls 
City can become net-
work-integrated. He said 
the process had taken “a 
little longer than usual.” 

Froeschl said while it 
had been hoped to be fur-
ther along in the process, 
the last five weeks or so 
have provided some good 
progress. 

“We had to figure out 
some variables so we can 
help make the best de-
cisions for Falls City,” 
Froeschl said. 

Froeschl also advised 
the Board that he had 
toured the old Family 
Fare building with a cou-
ple of prospects recent-
ly. While no offers are 
pending, he stated that he 
hoped to have some posi-
tive news to share in the 
next few months. 

The EDGE Director 
also reported on the clos-
ing of the Rural Work-
force Housing Project 
located at 1612 Fulton 
Street and moved on to 
the next project at 606 
Morehead Court. 

EDGE also adopted 
three pillars to focus on 
for the next three years. 
First, business attraction 
and retention, second, 
community infrastruc-
ture and investment and 
finally, operational sus-
tainability for the organi-
zation. 

He also touched on 
upcoming projects with 
NDOT, including the re-
placement of the West 
21st bridge in August of 
2027, the replacement of 
the Salem bridge in May 
of 2028, and Highway 73/
Harlan Street, along with 
East 14th/Highway 159, 
scheduled for May of 
2029. More information 
is planned for release to 
the public this fall. 

With nothing further 
on the agenda, the meet-
ing was closed at 6:27. 

By Brian McKim
The Board of Commis-

sioners met with Sheriff 
Rick Hardesty, EMA Di-
rector Brian Kirkendall, 
and SENCA Development 
Specialist Sherry Hud-
dleston during their week-
ly meeting on Wednesday, 
July 22. Commissioner 
Karas was absent from the 
meeting. 

The meeting opened 
with Sheriff Hardesty 
meeting with the members 
of the Board. Hardesty in-
formed the Commission-
ers that the jail currently 
housed 16 inmates. He also 
reported that two deputies 
who have been attend-
ing the Law Enforcement 
Academy in Grand Island 
will graduate on Aug. 20. 

The Sheriff said the 
jail recently completed its 
sprinkler test, will have the 
state fire marshal down for 
an inspection next week, 
and will have the annual 
jail inspection on Sept. 10. 

The purchase of a pa-
trol vehicle was also dis-
cussed. The Sheriff said 
that if only one vehicle 
could be ordered, he would 
prefer an SUV because the 
department already has 
equipment from a previous 
SUV for installation. Vehi-
cle purchases will be dis-
cussed further as the bud-
get process moves along. 

Maintenance work at 
the Law Enforcement Cen-
ter was also discussed. 
Hardesty reported that dis-
patcher Chase Hardesty 
will also perform mainte-
nance duties at the facility 
as time allows. He is also 
scheduled to learn how to 
install equipment in new 
patrol vehicles, allowing 
a deputy to remain on the 
road rather than working 
on an installation. 

EMA Director Bri-
an Kirkendall briefly met 
with the Board to discuss 
the sale of a large-format 
printer from the Emergen-
cy Management Office. 
According to Kirkendall, 
the old printer is slow and 
its software can no lon-
ger be updated, but it still 
works. The Board autho-

rized Kirkendall to adver-
tise the printer on gov.deals 
for sale. 

It was also discussed 
adding county lettering to 
the new Emergency Man-
agement and Road De-
partment vehicles. Both 
trucks already have county 
plates. Kirkendall also ex-
plained that he sometimes 
drags his personal side-
by-side vehicle behind a 
county truck when needed 
for county use. There have 
been instances when addi-
tional all-terrain vehicles 
are needed to assist with 
searches. 

Sherry Huddleston met 
with the Board on behalf of 
SENCA in Falls City, and 
representing the House of 
Hope. Huddleston provid-
ed a report covering Octo-
ber 2025 to June 2026, stat-
ing that 1087 food pantries 
were provided to Rich-
ardson County families 
experiencing food insecu-
rity. The report also not-
ed that 4,140 clients were 
served, including over 
2,000 households, with 
243 unduplicated house-
holds. During the recent 
fiscal year, 4,322 services 
were provided, including 
897 information and refer-
rals, 743 personal financial 
counseling (budgeting), 
1066 family development/
case management, 28 rent-
al assistance, and 32 utility 
assistance. 

As a representative of 
the House of Hope, Hud-
dleston inquired about 
funding assistance from 
the Board that could be 
used in accordance with 
the OPIOID settlement 
agreements. The Commis-
sioners asked the organi-
zation to provide a letter 
specifying how the funds 
would be used. 

Huddleston reported 
that a new house manager 
has been hired, one person 
is currently living in the 
house, and four addition-
al applications have been 
submitted. 

EDGE Director Lucas 
Froeschl presented a quar-
terly report to the Board. 
Mileage reimbursement 
at 76 cents per mile and a 
subdivision for Peggy and 
Jim Easterwood in S18, T2, 
R14 were approved. Claims 
were paid, and the meeting 
adjourned at 11:37 a.m. 

Board hears report from 
SENCA Family 

Development Specialist

A two-vehicle acci-
dent was reported at 2:57 
p.m. June 15 at Harlan 
St./Highway 73 and 35th 
Street in Falls City, ac-
cording to a Falls City Po-
lice Department accident 
report.

The report states Linda 
Williams, of Shubert, was 
driving south on Harlan 
St. 

According to the re-
port, Kaitlin  Rumbaugh, 
of Falls City ran a stop 
sign and Williams’ vehicle 
hit the passenger side of 
Rumbaugh’s vehicle.

Both vehicles were to-
taled and towed due to 
disabling damage.

The report listed pos-
sible injury for Williams, 
who was transported by 
Falls City Volunteer Am-
bulance Squad to Commu-
nity Medical Center. The 
report listed no apparent 
injury for Rumbaugh.


