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After more than three years of plan-
ning, community input, grant writing, and 
fundraising, construction has officially 
begun on the Stone Street Amphitheater 
& Park, a transformative project that will 
create a vibrant outdoor gathering space 
in the heart of downtown Falls City.

Located at the corner of 15th and Stone 
Street, directly across from the Falls City 
Library & Arts Center, the new park will 
become a destination for concerts, theater 
performances, library programming, arti-
san vendor fairs, public art, and commu-
nity celebrations. The flexible green space 
will also provide an inviting place for res-
idents, downtown employees, and visitors 
to relax, gather, and enjoy the outdoors.

The vision for the project originated 
during community listening sessions held 
in 2023 as part of Falls City’s application 
to become a Nebraska Certified Creative 
District. Residents identified the need for 
a welcoming downtown green space that 
could serve as a hub for arts, culture, rec-
reation, and community events. That vi-
sion has since evolved through public in-
put, professional design, and partnerships 
among the City of Falls City, Falls City 
Creative District, Richardson County Arts 
& Humanities and Falls City Chamber & 
Main Street.

Construction of the park is being made 
possible through the generous donation 
of the property by Novak Realty, signif-
icant support from the Stalder Founda-
tion, and multiple grant awards. Together, 
these investments have allowed the proj-
ect to move forward with construction of 
the amphitheater, park, and surrounding 
ADA-compliant sidewalks. Construction 
is expected to continue through the sum-
mer and into the fall. 

“We are incredibly excited to see this 
project move from a community vision 
to reality,” said Amber Holle, Executive 
Director of Falls City Chamber & Main 
Street. “This park will become a gathering 
place where people of all ages can expe-
rience live music, art, educational pro-
gramming, and community events while 
enjoying everything our downtown has to 

offer.”
Although funding has been secured to 

construct the Stone Street Amphitheater 
& Park, work to enhance the surround-
ing area will continue. Future fundrais-
ing efforts will focus on developing the 
City-owned Mini Park located directly 
across 15th Street. This property, gen-
erously donated by Southeast Nebraska 
Communications and Towle Realty, will 
complement the amphitheater by provid-
ing additional family-friendly amenities 
and improving connectivity throughout 
the district.

Plans for the Mini Park include a 
walking path that links the amphitheater 
to the public parking lot to the west, seat-
ing areas, children’s interactive musical 
play equipment, landscaping, and the po-
tential addition of public restrooms. To-
gether, the amphitheater and Mini Park 
will create a cohesive arts and recreation 
campus that serves residents and visitors 
of all ages while further strengthening 
Falls City’s downtown as a destination for 
community gatherings, cultural program-
ming, and outdoor recreation.

Community members also have an op-
portunity to become a lasting part of the 
project. Individuals, families, and busi-
nesses interested in sponsoring a memo-
rial picnic table, park bench, or decorative 
light pole are encouraged to contact the 
Falls City Chamber & Main Street for ad-
ditional information. These commemora-
tive gifts will provide meaningful ways to 
honor loved ones while helping complete 
one of Falls City’s newest community 
landmarks.

The Falls City Chamber & Main Street 
extends its sincere appreciation to the City 
of Falls City, project partners, funding or-
ganizations, private donors, volunteers, 
and the many residents whose ideas and 
support helped bring the Stone Street Am-
phitheater and Park to life.

For more information about the proj-
ect or sponsorship opportunities, contact 
the Falls City Chamber & Main Street 
at 402-245-4228 or visit www.fallscity-
chamber.com.

The Falls City Chamber & Main 
Street is excited to announce the theme for 
the 2026 Cobblestone Festival: “Stars and 
Stripes Forever” as a continued celebra-
tion of America’s 250th Anniversary. The 
annual community celebration will take 
place August 20–23, bringing four days of 
family fun, entertainment, and community 
traditions to Falls City.

The festival kicks off on Thursday, 
August 20, with the Falls City Volunteer 
Fire Department’s Annual Fishing Tourna-
ment at Stanton Lake.

On Friday, August 21, the excitement 
continues with youth wrestling on Stone 
Street, live music in the Elk’s Beer Garden 
parking lot, Sam’s Amusements carnival, 
food trucks, and a variety of sales vendors.

Saturday, August 22, begins with 
Community Medical Center’s Fun Run, 
followed by the annual Cobblestone Pa-
rade at 11:00 a.m. down Harlan Street. 
Individuals, businesses, organizations, 
and community groups are invited to par-
ticipate. Parade entry forms are available 
through the Falls City Chamber & Main 
Street.

Car enthusiasts are encouraged to en-
ter the Cobblestone Car Show, located 
near the Grand Weaver Hotel. Vehicle reg-
istration will take place from 8:00 to 10:00 

a.m., with awards presented at 2:00 p.m.
Saturday evening wraps up with one 

of the festival’s most anticipated events, 
the Falls City Jaycees Demolition Derby, 
held south of town.

Throughout the weekend, Sam’s 
Amusements will provide carnival rides 
from Friday through Sunday, while food 
trucks and vendor booths will offer plen-
ty of shopping and dining opportunities. 
Businesses, artisans, crafters, nonprofits, 
and food vendors interested in participat-
ing are encouraged to contact the Cham-
ber for an application.

The Chamber is also accepting Grand 
Marshal nominations for this year’s Cob-
blestone Parade. Community members 
are invited to nominate an individual or 
couple who has made significant contri-
butions to Falls City. Please submit nom-
inations, along with a brief explanation of 
why they are deserving, to the Falls City 
Chamber & Main Street by Monday, Au-
gust 3.

Additional festival activities and en-
tertainment will be announced in the 
coming weeks. For parade entries, vendor 
applications, Grand Marshal nominations, 
or more information, contact the Falls 
City Chamber & Main Street at 402-245-
4228 or visit www.fallscitychamber.com.

During Wednesday’s County Commis-
sioner meeting in Falls City, the Board 
met with special legal counsel Jerry Pig-
sley to further discuss new grievances 
filed by two Road Department employees 
and a petition regarding the use of GPS 
and cameras in county vehicles. 

The County and the Road Department 
union still have unresolved issues regard-
ing the collective bargaining agreement 
that took effect on July 1, 2020, and ex-
pired on June 30, 2023. Road Department 
employees have worked without a raise 
since the CBA expired in 2023. 

The latest complaints filed by NAPE/
AFSCME Local 61 include grievances 
on behalf of employees Roger Glathar 
and Bryan Dettmann, as well as a petition 
to cease and desist the use of GPS and 
AI-integrated camera systems in county 
vehicles. The filing alleges that the Coun-
ty refuses to bargain over the terms of use 
of GPS and camera systems, while the 
County contends it has the “management 
‘right to establish, implement, modify 
and change…procedures and policies for 
the safety, health and protection of prop-
erty and personnel interests,’” citing Ar-
ticle 19, Section 19.1(j) of the collective 
bargaining agreement. Meanwhile, the 
Union says the terms of the CBA were 

violated. Article 1, preamble, and Article 
1, Section 4 read, “The employer agrees 
that prior to making any change in terms 
and conditions of employment, which are 
mandatory subjects of bargaining cov-
ered by this contract, to meet and bargain 
with the Union in an attempt to reach an 
agreement.” The current collective bar-
gaining agreement contains no mention 
of the use of GPS and AI-integrated cam-
era systems. 

The grievances filed by county em-
ployees involve disciplinary reprimands. 

An objection was filed by Bryan Dett-
mann following an incident on June 23, 
2026, at 11:32 a.m. According to docu-
ments, Dettmann was found asleep in a 
maintainer at 713 Road and 642 Avenue 
with the machine running. According to 
the county, the employee violated work 
rule 20, creating an unsafe situation. Re-
cords show Dettmann previously received 
a verbal warning on October 16, 2025, 
to stop sleeping in the maintainer. Dett-
mann maintained he slept only during his 
breaks. The county maintains that he was 
advised not to sleep during work hours, 
regardless of whether it was a break. The 
union contends that Mr. Dettmann was 
sleeping during his unpaid lunch break, 
not during working hours, and therefore 
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Community Spin Class celebrates 
one year of promoting health and wellness

What started with just a handful of 
stationary bikes and a vision to improve 
community wellness has grown into a 
successful fitness program serving Falls 
City residents of all ages and fitness lev-
els.

Launched on July 4, 2025, by Racy 
Hullman – Director of Quality for Com-
munity Medical Center, the communi-
ty spin class began with five stationary 
bikes purchased through generous dona-
tions from Community Medical Center 
and the Richardson Foundation. Her goal 
was simple: provide an affordable, acces-
sible opportunity for people to improve 
their health through exercise.

As interest grew, Hullman was deter-
mined not to turn anyone away and per-
sonally purchased five additional bikes. 
Community support quickly followed, 
with funding from the Richardson Foun-
dation, Frontier Bank, and the City of 
Falls City helping expand the program. 
Today, the City owns 10 stationary bikes, 
bringing the total number available for 
classes to 12, along with dedicated in-
structor equipment.

The program has also benefited from 
the support of Falls City Parks and Rec-
reation, which provides space for classes 
at Prichard Auditorium.

What began as “Spin with Racy” soon 
evolved into a broader community fitness 
initiative. Additional instructors joined 

the program, and the class became known 
simply as Spin Class. Its success has also 
inspired other fitness opportunities, in-
cluding yoga and boot camp classes.

“One of my goals was to help create 
opportunities for people to improve their 
health without cost being a barrier,” Hull-
man said. “Regular physical activity can 
have lasting health benefits, and I wanted 
to help make fitness accessible to every-
one.”

Stationary cycling provides a low-im-
pact workout that can improve cardio-
vascular health, build endurance, and 
accommodate a wide range of fitness 
levels. Classes remain affordable at just 
$5 per session, making them one of the 
most economical fitness options available 
locally.

Today, fitness classes are offered 
Monday through Friday at Prichard Au-
ditorium and include spin, yoga, and boot 
camp sessions. Whether participants are 
experienced fitness enthusiasts or trying 
a class for the first time, everyone is wel-
come.

As the program celebrates its first an-
niversary, organizers remain focused on 
encouraging healthy lifestyles and pro-
viding accessible fitness opportunities for 
the community.

For class schedules and additional in-
formation, contact Falls City Parks and 
Recreation.

By Brian McKim
The Board of Commissioners met at 

the courthouse in Falls City on Wednes-
day, July 15, 2026. The Board met with 
Highway Superintendent Steve Darveau 
Jr., Chief Deputy Dexter Holliday and 
EMA Director Brian Kirkendall before 
entering a closed meeting with special 
legal counsel Jerry Pigsley to discuss 
pending litigation and to protect the 
public interest. 

The meeting with Mr. Darveau 
opened with the Commissioners ask-
ing if cameras had been installed in 
the county vehicles and if they were all 
working properly. Darveau replied that 
cameras had been installed and they 
were working, but with a few glitches 
“here and there.” 

Darveau said his department was 
finishing work in the Barada area and 
would next move to the west end of the 
county. 

A discussion was also held regarding 
work needed at the mouth of the Nemaha 
River. Darveau and Josh Keithley from 
Midwest Engineering inspected the area 
and will develop a repair plan. 

Chief Deputy Holliday met with mem-
bers of the Board and updated them on 
Law Enforcement Center activity. Holl-
iday told the Commissioners that the jail 
currently had 14 inmates. He also advised 
Board members that maintenance had re-
cently finished painting all remaining jail 
cells with truck bedliner. 

He also requested ordering the deck 
storage system for the new patrol pickup. 
It had previously been discussed to in-
clude in the next budget. The cost of the 
apparatus was approximately $1,500. 

Holliday also relayed a request from 
Sheriff Hardesty to purchase three new 
patrol vehicles: two SUVs and one pick-
up. The vehicles will be included in the 
upcoming budget, but the Sheriff was 

hoping for approval to begin the order-
ing process. 

Commissioner Karas said after 
speaking with Anderson Ford, the vehi-
cles would be at least four months out 
from delivery. 

After a long discussion, the Commis-
sioners contemplated ordering one vehi-
cle but ultimately chose to place the ve-
hicle purchase on the following agenda. 

Emergency Management Director 
Brian Kirkendall presented a quote for 
the removal of an antenna located on the 
tower at the top of the courthouse. The 
quote, from Hayden Tower Services, 
Inc., totaled $3,577.50. The antenna in 
question is bent and is no longer in use. 

The bid was approved 3-0.
The Board approved funding for 

FY26-27 for the Southeast Nebraska 
Development District for $6,634.00. 

The Commissioners considered two 
quotes for the repair and replacement of 
a building drain located on the southwest 
side of the courthouse. After a discus-
sion, the Board approved a quote from 
Justin Vonderschmidt for $5,752.00. 

At 10:01, Chairman Caverzagie mo-
tioned to enter a closed meeting with 
Jerry Pigsley, special legal counsel, to 
discuss pending litigation and for the 
protection of the public interest. 

The closed meeting ended at 10:25. 
At that time, the Commissioners voted 
to retain Jerry Pigsley as legal counsel 
to address new grievances filed by Road 
Department employees, Roger Glathar 
and Bryan Dettmann and to represent 
the County regarding a petition filed by 
NAPE/AFSCME Local 61 pertaining to 
an order temporarily prohibiting the use 
of GPS and or AI-Integrated camera sys-
tems. 

The Board did its quarterly jail in-
spection, claims were paid, and the 
meeting was adjourned at 10:59. 

Board approves removal of 
antenna on tower of courthouse


