
sworth and Buckminster voting nay. 
Buckminster hinted at setting a maximum number of 

animals allowed per property, thereby simplifying the 
process in the future. 

The Council also approved a proposal from Marvin 
Planning Consultants to update the comprehensive plan, 
zoning regulations and subdivision regulations 8-0. Ac-
cording to Administrator Jorn, the last update was made 
in 2014. Jorn said it’s recommended to be updated ev-
ery 10 years. Cost of the update is $44,500, with EDGE 

committed to paying half, $22,250. 
The Board also approved the 

health insurance renewal as pre-
pared by Dan Duren of Benefit 

Management, Inc. The Council 
approved staying with Medica 
as a provider. The cost of the 
insurance will rise approxi-
mately 10% from last year. 

Councilperson Derrick 
Leyden requested to purchase a 

pair of Wonder Pole height sticks, 
two receiver mounts, and two front 
receiver hitches for vehicles to assist 

with better enforcement of tree height on 
streets. Total cost was estimated at between $1,300 

and $1,500. The request was passed 8-0. 
The Council also passed the first reading of Ordi-

nance No. 2026-100, which provides for rounding any 
cash transactions with the city to the nearest nickel due 
to the government’s discontinuance of pennies. 

The Board voted to authorize the city to abate a nui-

The Falls City Council met at City Hall on Monday, 
July 6, for a regularly scheduled meeting. In the absence 
of Mayor Harkendorff, Council President Derrick Ley-
don filled the role of mayor. 

Leyden opened the meeting by thanking Amber Hol-
le, the Chamber of Commerce Board and the Falls City 
Jaycees for putting on a great day of events on July 4. 

City Administrator Gary Jorn said auditors are mak-
ing headway in wrapping up the city audit. He also ad-
vised the Board that the city office has received numer-
ous phone calls, complaining of the use of motorized 
scooters around town and in the down-
town business area. Jorn said the 
issue will be on the July 20 meet-
ing agenda, allowing council 
members time to research it and 
the ordinances other cities have 
in place. 

A public hearing was held re-
garding an animal permit request 
from Levi Jones at 1215 E 17th 
Street, East 17th Street and 1201 
East 17th Street. Jones requested 
permits for two additional equine and 
two goats. 

Chuck Di Giacomo, a neighbor of Jones, urged the 
Council to consider voting no on the request. Di Giaco-
mo said the animals aren’t a hobby but rather a business. 
He also pointed to flies, ticks and the smell as other rea-
sons to not allow more animals inside the city limits. 

After the public hearing closed, the Board voted 6-2 
in favor of the additional animal permits for two of the 
three properties, with council members Frank Killing-
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Falls City High School Alumni Association’s 2026 banquet and pro-
gram was held at Falls City High School on Sunday, June 28, 2026.  
Approximately 150 classmates and guests came to enjoy the occasion 
and revisit past acquaintances, share memories and stories of former 
days at their alma mater.  

The Alumni Association provided coffee, juice and local bakery del-
icacies for the morning social time which began at 9:30 a.m.  Many 
alumni took guided tours of the hallways and classrooms of their alma 
mater and acknowledged the many changes made over the years. 

 The 50-year class of 1976 was the honored class of the Alumni 
Association. (Page 10)

On Saturday morning, the Alumni Committee and several class-
mates from the 1976 class met at the high school gymnasium to dec-
orate the tables and prepare the venue for Sunday’s activities.  Table 
place mats and napkins, designed by the class of 1976, were used on 
the tables.  The Alumni Committee wishes to express their appreciation 
to the high school custodians for setting up and taking down the tables 
and chairs used at the banquet. 

The Alumni Board acknowledged two milestones at this year’s 
gathering. The first milestone to be acknowledged was the most cur-
rent building serving as Falls City High School is 100 years old this 
year.  The first students occupied its classrooms in the fall of 1926. 
Throughout the years, many dedicated teachers and administrators 
have provided a quality education for each student that has walked 
through its doors.  To recognize this milestone, a souvenir sketch book-
let was provided to each alumnus in attendance.  The attractive booklet 
was provided compliments of the John Philip Falter Museum, located 
at 16th & Stone Streets, and the Richardson County Visitors’ Commit-
tee.  John Falter graduated from Falls City High School in 1928.  The 
cartoon sketches on the booklet pages are from the 1927 Year Book 
and were done by John.  Photos of the different buildings that have 
served as Falls City High School throughout the years are included in 
the booklet.  The back cover features a photo of the  November 1, 1947, 
Saturday Evening Post Cover done by John.

The other milestone recognized at the banquet is the 250th birth-
day of the United States of America which took place this July 4th.  

Another deserving in-
dividual was enshrined 
in the Falls City Pub-
lic School Wall of Fame 
during the recent All-
School reunion, held on 
Sunday, June 28, 2026, at 
Falls City High School. 
The Wall of Fame origi-
nated in 2003 as a project 
kick-started by the late 
Bob Ferguson and Rex 
Jones. That first year, five 
individuals were selected 
for the prestigious honor. 

Jones and Ferguson 
formed a committee which 
helped develop the crite-
ria, selection process and 
nomination qualifications. 
The candidates are chosen 
by a selection committee 
headed by Roger Lampe 
(Class of 1976) and Susan 
Findlay (Class of 1988). 
The selection committee 

AUGUST

The Richardson County Board of Commissioners 
met on July 8, 2026, for a regularly scheduled weekly 
meeting. Board members Karas, Campbell, and Caver-
zagie answered the roll call. 

Highway Superintendent Steve Darveau Jr. met with 
the Board and reported that cameras had been installed 
in 22 county vehicles. Darveau said a few minor issues 
with the cameras are being addressed, but he expects 
them to be resolved soon. 

The Board addressed concerns about the road near 
the bridge at the mouth of the Nemaha River. Darveau 
and Campbell agreed that it will not be a cheap fix, but 
that it needs to be addressed. Mr. Darveau told the Board 
to keep the price in mind as they develop future budgets. 

“I know where it’s at and why, but it comes to a point 
where we don’t have the money, how am I going to do 
it?” said Darveau. 

Darveau said the best way to move forward is to ob-
tain an estimate for the fix so it can be included in a 
future budget. 

Commissioner Karas asked Darveau about the proj-
ect northwest of Dawson. Mr. Darveau said it was pro-
gressing slowly. He said the company has a completion 
date of July 16; after that, the county can begin charging 
the company for exceeding the completion date. 

Campbell moved to accept the bid from Froeschl 
Concrete Construction for the concrete work and the 
erection of the building at Verdon for $50,000. The mo-
tion passed 3-0. 

The underground fuel tanks at the county yard were 

County approves contractor 
for new shed in Verdon
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Hydrovac Grant Program to help 
identify lead and non-lead service lines

sance property at 1809 
Chase Street. Letters have 
been sent to the property 
on six separate occasions, 
dating back to April 2024, 
requesting that the proper-
ty owner bring the property 
into compliance with city 
code. 

The Council approved 
the removal and replace-
ment of the sidewalk for 
the amphitheater at 15th 
and Stone Streets. Bids 
by A Masterpiece Design, 
Inc. totaled $92,120.00 
and will come from the 
CCCFF (Civic and Com-
munity Center Financing 
Fund) Grant. The work 
will include the installation 
of 260’ of new curbing, 
installing concrete side-
walks, ADA warning pads 
and footing for two light 
poles. The group received 
a $265,000.00 grant from 
the CCCFF. The project 
was approved, and work 
has already begun, with a 
completion date of early 
October. 

The final four items on 
the agenda were brought 
to the council by Bran-
don Brown of the Would 
Eye Bar. First, Resolution 
2026-R112, to request 
placing on the ballot to 
allow Keno at the Would 
Eye, was discussed. Brown 
said several patrons have 
asked him to bring Keno 
to town over the past year. 

Humboldt and Stella mail 
carrier honored for 

save driving and service
Humboldt and Stella mail carrier Dwayne Feighner 

was recently recognized for 26 years of safe driving and 
dedicated service.

Feighner has worked for the United States Postal Ser-
vice for more than 30 years. During his career, he has 
served in several offices, including Auburn; Clarinda, 
Iowa; Plattsmouth; and Omaha.

While the job has taken him to different communities 
over the years, Feighner said one of his favorite parts of 
being a mail carrier is seeing all the good dogs along his 
route each day.

Feighner, an Auburn resident, plans to remain in the 
Humboldt area until his retirement.

After more than three decades with the postal service, 
his years of safe driving and steady service reflect the 
kind of dependable work that often happens, day after 
day, in communities across the area.

• ConCrete • Steel BuildingS 
• new ConStruCtion

Family owned and operated.
www.mezgerconstruction.com
402-839-6365 • 402-450-1371

Table Rock • Falls City, NE

Proudly serving residential, 
commercial, & industrial clients 

large & small throughout the area.

First, the council needs 
to approve the request to 
move forward, then it can 
be placed on the ballot for 
citizens to vote on. The re-
quest passed 8-0. 

Next, Brown request-
ed that Stone Street be 
closed from 18th to 19th 
for a street dance/custom-
er appreciation event on 
August 1, 2026, from ap-
proximately 9 a.m. to mid-
night. Brown said half the 
street would be used for a 
beer garden, while the re-
maining portion would be 
geared to family-friendly 
activities. 

Brown stressed his 
desire to create a fami-
ly-friendly bar, with em-
phasis on food over alco-
hol. The Council voted 8-0 
in favor of the request. 

The Council gave a fa-
vorable recommendation 
for a special designated 
liquor license for the out-
door event. 

Brown also requested 
that the city move to ap-
prove a 2 a.m. bar closing 
time to align with state 
regulations. Currently, city 
code allows alcohol sales 
until 1:00 a.m. on Satur-
day and Sunday nights and 
12:00 midnight from Mon-
day to Friday. 

A motion was made to 
have the city attorney draft 
an ordinance to comply 
with state regulations. The 
motion passed 8-0. 

With nothing further 
on the agenda, the meeting 
was adjourned at 6:50 p.m. 

also discussed again. 
Darveau said he is waiting 
for pricing, but options 
such as installing smaller 
tanks to reduce costs have 
been discussed. 

Darveau discussed 
how the costs of every-
thing have risen. 

“This is the first year, 
looking at the year-end of 
my budget, that I came that 
close to spending what I 
budgeted,” said Darveau. 
“And I didn’t do a lot.” 

Mr. Darveau said the 
cost of repairs has steadily 
increased, and the cost of 
rock continues to rise. 

Darveau said he spent 
about 88% of his budget 
this year, compared with 
60-70% in the past. 

Sheriff Rick Hardes-
ty met with the Board to 
update them on routine 
business at the Law En-
forcement Center. He told 
the Commissioners that in 
June, his department field-
ed 528 calls for service, 
of which 235 were traffic 
stops. Hardesty said 34 
people were booked into 
jail, 25 of whom were 
from the Sheriff’s De-
partment. He also told the 

Board members that the 
jail facility was currently 
housing 18 inmates. 

Hardesty also advised 
the Board that the jail’s 
kitchen pump is experi-
encing issues again. 

The Sheriff reported 
that the Sheriff’s Depart-
ment was not approved 
for the USDA grant it 
had applied for. He noted 
that Chief Deputy Dexter 
Holliday will apply for 
the E-Citation grant from 
NDOT. The grant helps 
departments purchase 
equipment such as lap-
tops and printers for ve-
hicles. Hardesty said the 
grant typically requires 
the department to spend 
$5,000 and receive an ad-
ditional $15,000 in grant 
funding. 

Finally, County 
Treasurer Amanda Bar-
tek-Ramsey met with 
the Board, presented the 
Treasurer’s semi-annual 
report, and requested the 
replacement of a pledge 
security. A motion was 
made to approve both the 
replacement of the pledge 
security and the semi-an-
nual report. 

Claims were approved 
and the meeting was ad-
journed at 10:04 a.m. 

The Nebraska Depart-
ment of Water, Energy, and 
Environment (DWEE) will 
begin accepting applications 
for the Hydrovac Grant Pro-
gram on July 1, 2026.

The Hydrovac Grant 
Program provides funding 
for cities of the second class 
and villages to purchase 
hydro-vacuum excavation 
equipment, used to determine 
if lead or non-lead services 
lines are in place and help 
communities finalize their 
lead service line inventories. 
The grant may cover up to 50 
percent of eligible costs.

Cities of the second class 
and villages may apply. Grant 
awardees will be based on 
three ranking factors:

The number of commu-

nities each grant applicant is 
willing to assist in meeting 
Lead and Copper Rule Im-
provements regulation re-
quirements for reclassifying 
Unknown Service Lines to 
either Lead or Non-Lead Ser-
vice Lines.

The number of Unknown 
Service Lines to be reclas-
sified. The average median 
household income of all com-
munities, proportional to the 
number of Unknown Service 
Lines. DWEE will assess ap-
plications for eligibility and 
competitive ranking. All ap-
plications must besubmitted 
by Sept. 30, 2026. 

For more information, 
please visit

h t tps : / /dwee .nebras-
k a . g o v / f o r m s / p u b l i c a -
tions-grants-forms/26-026. 
Questions can be directed 
to DWEE.SRFReimburse-
ments@nebraska.gov.

Release
We are entering the 

summer months and the 
busy travel season on 
Nebraska roadways. The 
Falls City Police Depart-
ment is reminding every-
one to drive safely, wear 
seatbelts, use child re-
straints and don’t speed. 
In the United States 
speeding related crashes 
accounted for 29% of total 
traffic fatalities in 2024, 
that’s 11,288 fatalities. In 
Nebraska 117 fatalities 
were from speed relat-
ed crashes. Officers from 
the Falls City Police De-
partment will be joining 
law enforcement agencies 
throughout the State par-
ticipating in “Speeding 
Catches Up to You” mo-
bilization from July 27, 
2026, through August 9, 
2026. During the mobi-
lization, officers will be 
working overtime hours 
conducting saturation pa-
trols targeting speeders.

Officers will be taking 
a zero-tolerance stance to-
ward violators, our goal is 
not only to make our road-
ways safer, but mos im-
portantly save lives.

The Falls City Po-
lice Department wants to 
thank the citizens and our 
community partners for 
their continued support.

Speeding
 Catches Up to 

You enforcement


