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Faﬂs City Plans Full Day of

Activities Celebrating America’s 250th Anniversary

While Falls City has not traditionally hosted a com-
munity-wide Independence Day celebration, 2026 is no
ordinary year. To commemorate America’s 250th Anni-
versary, the Falls City Chamber & Main Street has a full
day of patriotic festivities unlike anything the commu-
nity has seen in recent years. From a color run and a
Fourth of July Parade to Extreme Bull Riding, live mu-
sic, family activities, and fireworks, July 4 promises to
be a memorable celebration of this historic milestone.

The day will begin with the Firecracker Color Run,
hosted by Community Medical Center. Participants can
choose between a timed 5K race or a 1-Mile Freedom
Walk. Registration will begin at 7:30 a.m. at the Falls
City Elks parking lot, with the event starting at 8:00
a.m. Participants are encouraged to register in advance
by contacting Linda Santo at Community Medical Cen-
ter at 402-245-6704, although same-day registration will
also be available.

Following the run, community members can enjoy
the Vendor and Farmers Market from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00
p-m. at 1500 Stone Street hosted by The Friends of the
Library. The market will feature local vendors, farmers,
crafters, food vendors, and other small businesses.

At 11:00 a.m., Falls City will have the opportuni-
ty to show their patriotic spirit with an America’s 250th
Anniversary parade. The parade will line up around Pio-
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neer Park before traveling south on Chase Street to 14th
Street. Organizers are inviting businesses, organizations,
and families to decorate vehicles, tractors, UTVs, golf
carts, bicycles and patriotic floats. Register by emailing
amber@fallscitychamber.com with your entry details or
simply show up at Pioneer Park by 10:45 a.m.

The evening festivities will take place at the Jaycees
Community Field, just 1 2 miles south of Falls City,
where gates open at 4:00 p.m.

Families will find plenty to enjoy throughout the
evening, including a petting zoo presented by Treydon
Witt, face painting, a mechanical bull, a 4-H Pick-a-
Duck Game, a Hy-Vee Watermelon Eating Contest,
mutton bustin,” a patriotic dress competition, plus other
crowd participation games explained at the event.

Food trucks and beer garden will be available
throughout the event, including Katie’s Tropical Sno,
Whit’s Pit BBQ, Tipsy Trailer, Las Nenas Mexican and
the Jaycee’s Concessions Stand ran by the Sacred Heart
Boys Basketball Team featuring beef burgers, hot dogs,
nachos, popcorn and other crowd favorites. No outside
food or drink is allowed at the event.

The main arena entertainment begins at 6:00 p.m.
with Extreme Bull Riding presented by Double S Bull
Company. Up to 36 riders will compete for prize money
in what promises to be an action-packed evening. Addi-
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tional crowd participation activities will also take place
throughout the event.

At 8:00 p.m., high-energy rock and country band
4 on the Floor will take the stage for a live concert be-
fore the evening concludes with a fireworks display pre-
sented by the American Legion Post 102 and Jonathan
Kirkendall at dark.

“This is a unique opportunity for our community to
come together and celebrate a historic milestone,” Am-
ber Holle, Falls City Chamber & Main Street Director
said. “We’ve planned activities throughout the day so
there is something for everyone, from young children
to adults. Whether you join us for the run, the parade,
shopping uptown, the bull riding, or the fireworks, we
hope the entire community will take part in this special
celebration.”

Advance tickets for the evening activities at the
Jaycees Community Field are available online at fallsc-
itychamber.com and at Equity Bank, F&M Bank, and
Nebraska Bank. Adult tickets are $20, Children 5-14
are $10 and under 4 are free. Attendees can save $5 per
adult ticket by purchasing in advance.

For additional information, parade registration de-
tails, vendor information, or event updates, contact the
Falls City Chamber & Main Street office at 402-245-
4228 or visit fallscitychamber.com.
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Persistence pays off, and boy it did in a big way

FC Recreation receives check for $25K from First Interstate Bank and First Interstate BancSystem

By Brian McKim
“If at first you don’t succeed, try, try again,”

publication Moral Songs.

That sentiment proved especially true for Shandelle Gooch,
a local First Interstate Bank Associate Community Banker.

Each year since 2022, employees at First Interstate Bank
in Falls City have been able to nominate a non-profit of their
choice to apply for the bank’s grant program. Gooch has nom-
inated other non-profits in the area in the past, but this year

HULLMAN'S FORD €
LINCOLN, INC.

1416 HARLAN ST.
402-245-4413

$1.50 CONTENTS

111} (T 1O Page 3
Public Record/Menu................. Page 4
From the Journal Files............. Pages 4
R 1]} SN Pages7&16
1) (1 : OO Page 8
93573106561 Notices/Legals ............... Pages 13-15
Classified AdS...........cooeeeeecens Page15

is a quote from
English educator and author William Edward Hickson’s 1857

chose Falls City Recreation due to her strong feelings and

connections to the program.

view Park.
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9AM to 1PM at 1500 Stone St.

Gooch, along with fellow bank employees, presented Board
members of Falls City Recreation with a check donation of
$25.000 from First Interstate Bank and the First Interstate
BancSystem Foundation as part of their fifth-annual Believe
in Local grant campaign on Wednesday, June 17, at Grand-

“Believe in Local has been a cornerstone of who we are for
five years now,” said Gooch. “And it never gets old to cele-

FC REC DONATION -Page 2

~ 2023 FORD
= EXPlURER

Cooper Nuclear

The Richardson County Board of Com-
missioners convened on Wednesday, June
24,2026, at the Richardson Co. courthouse.

Dakota Schulenberg, a representative of
the Brownville nuclear plant, presented a
quarterly report to the Board. Schulenberg
stated, “We’re ticking right along this past
quarter. Still one hundred percent power, no
challenges, creating stability.”

The Emergency Preparedness Offsite
Coordinator also said the plant is working
to implement IPAWS. He added that it is in
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