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Heavy rainfall causes flooding across Richardson County
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By Teri Finneman
Remember this number: 15 cents.
It’s the number I’m repeating as I work with local 

newspapers as part of a national experiment to help save 
local news.

That number, 15 cents, is how much it costs you each 
day to support this newspaper with a $55 annual local 
subscription.

15 cents.
Put another way, that’s $1.05 a week to support local 

news.
A Twix and a bottle of pop – both machine-produced 

within seconds – each cost over $2.69 at a gas station I 
recently stopped by. Yet this newspaper that took dozens 
of hours of manual labor to assemble this week is selling 
for the equivalent of 15 cents a day.

Put another way: In the past 90 years, the cost of this 
paper has gone up $1 total. That’s about one penny per 
year in a price increase since 1936.

Imagine if your workplace only charged 15 cents a 
day for its products and services. Or only increased its 
price by one penny per year for the next 90 years. You 
wouldn’t be in business much longer. It is literally in-
sane in 2026.

And it’s why more than 3,500 U.S. newspapers have 
closed in the last 20 years, leaving 213 counties as news 
deserts, according to research by Northwestern’s State 
of Local News project.

What does it mean to lose a newspaper? Researchers 
know from the communities without one.

It means significant impacts on taxpayers when no 
one monitors local governments and their spending. It 
means more corruption. Reduced voter turnout. Loss of 
knowledge of civic matters.

It means increased polarization – think this country is 
in this mess by coincidence? The rise of cable news and 
social media with their nonstop misinformation com-

Teri Finneman

bined with the decline in 
local news is directly con-
nected to the current state 
of this country.

And then there’s the 
social impact. Residents 
who lost their newspaper 
told my friend and fellow 
researcher Nick Mathews 
that they felt a loss of a 
sense of community, in-
creased isolation and di-
minished pride in their 
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Heavy rainfall Thursday night into Friday morning, 
June 4-5, caused widespread flooding, road closures and 
river warnings across Richardson County.

According to local weather stations, rainfall totals 
generally ranged from four to five inches across much 
of the county. Falls City received between four and five 
inches of rain, with approximately five inches reported 
just north of the city and more than four inches recorded 
near the Falls City Country Club.

Additional weather station reports included 4.8 inch-
es near Salem, 4.5 inches near Rulo and approximately 
three inches near Verdon.

Local residents reported even higher rainfall totals in 
some locations. A resident eight miles northeast of Falls 
City on the Dustless Road reported 0.85 inches. Several 
other unofficial reports included rain gauges topping out 
at seven inches southwest of Falls City, six inches east 
of Falls City, 8.3 inches approximately 2.5 miles south-
east of Preston, seven inches in Falls City, eight to nine 
inches south of Rulo, 5.5 inches northwest of Shubert 
and 3.5 inches approximately six miles south of Dawson 
near the Nebraska-Kansas state line.

The heavy rainfall caused flooding on roads through-

out Richardson County, leaving numerous routes im-
passable. Closures reported Friday included portions of 
Preston Road, Pony Creek Road west of U.S. Highway 
73, State Line Road south of Falls City and roads along 
Muddy Creek north and east of Falls City. Flooding also 
closed portions of Highway 159 between Falls City and 
Rulo.

The storm system also prompted flood warnings 
from the National Weather Service for the Big Nema-
ha River at Falls City. The river rose above flood stage 
Friday morning and reached moderate flood levels. The 
National Weather Service reported the river was fore-
cast to crest near levels comparable to significant flood-
ing events recorded in 1973 and 2019. At flood stages 
around 30 feet, portions of Highway 73, Preston Road 
and other primary roads in the area can become inun-
dated.

Regional weather reports identified Richardson 
County as one of the hardest-hit areas in southeast Ne-
braska from the June 4-5 storm system. 

Motorists are reminded not to drive through flooded 
roadways and to obey all road closure signs and barri-
cades.

Ben Steffen captured this photograph looking north from the south side of Falls City following the storm. 

Hartman and Reed named Grand Marshals for CMC Golf event
The 15th Annual Golf “Fore” Good Health Golf Tournament is 

quickly approaching. Mark your calendars for Friday, June 19, 2026, 
at the Falls City Golf Course. As the event enters its 15th year, a pair 
of Grand Marshals were named. Headlining the 2026 event aren’t past 
Husker greats or even former NFL stars; they are a pair of Falls City 
Hall-of-Famers, both known for lending a hand to anything that will 
better the community and the people in it. 

Both men are synonymous with the event’s success. The 2026 
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