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The Falls City Journal is excited to an-
nounce the newspaper has been selected to 
participate in a prestigious national initiative 
focused on the future of community journal-
ism in rural America.

Over the coming weeks, Falls City Jour-
nal staff, readers, advertisers and communi-
ty members will work together as part of an 
important national effort examining how local 
newspapers can remain strong, sustainable 
and community focused for generations to 
come.

The project brings together newspaper 
leaders, journalism researchers and rural com-
munities to help develop new models for local 
journalism at a time when newspapers across 
the country continue facing enormous chal-
lenges.

Teri Finneman, a journalism professor at 
the University of Kansas and co-author of Re-
viving Rural News: Transforming the Business 
Model of Community Journalism in the U.S. 
and Beyond, will be leading the initiative.

Finneman, who has worked with newspa-
pers across the Midwest as part of the initia-
tive, said communities selected for the project 
are chosen carefully.

“Falls City was a clear choice to be the 

next selection in this national project,” said 
Finneman, who is originally from a town of 
2,500 in western North Dakota. “I was very 
impressed with how dedicated everyone on 
the staff is with serving this community. With 
the community’s help, we can really make 
the newspaper a beacon for others across the 
country to follow.”

The initiative will include community 
surveys, focus groups and public discussions 
designed to gather feedback from residents of 
all backgrounds and perspectives. Organizers 
said public participation will play a major role 
in helping shape future decisions and priori-
ties for the newspaper.

The Falls City Journal is among only a 
limited number of newspapers nationwide 
given this incredible opportunity, which has 
already strengthened newspapers in North 
Dakota, Wyoming, Nebraska and Kansas.

Falls City Journal publishers Brian and 
Nikki McKim said they are honored to have 
the newspaper chosen and believe the oppor-
tunity represents something much larger than 
the newspaper itself.

“This is a major opportunity not just for 
the Journal, but for our entire community,” 
said Nikki McKim. “We are incredibly proud 

that Falls City was selected to help lead con-
versations about the future of local journalism 
and rural communities.”

Since taking ownership of the Falls City 
Journal in September 2024, the McKim’s 
have focused heavily on investing in the 
newspaper.

“We truly believe in this newspaper and 
in our community,” Brian McKim said. “This 
initiative gives residents a chance to directly 
help shape the future of their newspaper. That 
is exciting and incredibly important”

Community participation opportunities 
and survey details will be soon be announced.

 At a time when many rural newspapers 
are disappearing, Falls City has been given an 
opportunity to help shape what the future of 
community journalism could look like locally 
and nationwide.

“The business model most newspapers 
still rely on was developed in 1833, when 
Andrew Jackson was president,” Finneman 
said. “It assumed news should be dirt cheap 
and endlessly subsidized by advertising. That 
model no longer works. No other business 
could survive on a 200-year-old structure. 
Newspapers have to change, and we need the 
community’s support to do so.”

As the United States celebrates its 250th anniversary in 
2026, communities across the nation are reflecting on the peo-
ple, places and events that shaped their local history.

To commemorate America’s semiquincentennial, the Falls 
City Journal is proud to present a special five-part series high-
lighting some of the early founders and influential figures who 
helped establish Falls City.

The articles in this series have been researched and writ-
ten by members of the Richardson County Historical Society 
and the Underground Railroad Museum Board, drawing from 
historical records, local collections and years of preservation 
work dedicated to protecting our county’s heritage.

Join us over the coming weeks as we celebrate 250 years of 
American history through the unique local stories that helped 
shape our corner of the nation.

RICHARDSON COUNTY 250 YEARS AGO
By Kathy Perkins

     When thinking of the year 1776, the average Nebraskan 
probably pictures the founding fathers, in their powdered wigs 
and waistcoats, gathered around a table in Philadelphia to sign 
the Declaration of Independence.  If asked to imagine Nebras-
ka as it was in 1776, most local residents might picture a vast 
open prairie, inhabited only by wandering herds of bison and 
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Residents gathered on Memorial Day at Rulo Ceme-
tery and Steele Cemetery to honor the men and women 
of the United States armed forces who died in service to 
their country during annual Memorial Day observances 
hosted by local veterans organizations and community 
volunteers. 

Both ceremonies included prayers, the Pledge of Al-
legiance, patriotic music, recognition of Gold Star fami-

lies, memorial tributes to veterans from various conflicts 
and military honors including a rifle salute and the play-
ing of Taps. 

At Rulo Cemetery, Pastor Mike Hader opened the 
service with a prayer honoring those who made the ulti-
mate sacrifice for their nation.

“Today, we pause to remember and honor the men 
and women of our armed forces who laid down their 

Jon Kirkendall

The Richardson Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners 
met on Wednesday, May 27, 
2026, at the courthouse in 
Falls City. Commissioners 
Karas, Campbell, and Cav-
erzagie answered the roll 
call. 

Highway Superinten-
dent Steve Darveau Jr. met 
with the board members to 
update them on road and 
bridge maintenance being 
carried out throughout the 
county. 

The Board asked Mr. 
Darveau about the differ-
ence between the current 
trailers and triple-axle units. 
Darveau said that when you 
factor in the extra weight 
of the third axle and the 
cost of additional tires, you 
wouldn’t gain much by us-
ing three-axle trailers. Ac-
cording to Caverzagie and 
Darveau, the units the coun-

7 -”Community Amplification” 
2:00 PM at the Center,
206 E. 20th St.



“Sez-I” Letters to the Editor
We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-I’s.”  All letters sent to the Falls 

City Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification. 
We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste, 

libelous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be 
published. 
Letters may be e-mailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street, 

Falls City, NE 68355.
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By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior 
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner
Memorial Day has come 

and gone, so it’s time to hit 
the road.
As a lover of Nebras-

ka stuff (you know, corn, 
the Huskers, Busch Light) 
I’ve never understood why 
more people don’t vacation 
in our state.
There’s plenty of stuff to 

see and experience. And 
with gas prices through the 
roof, you can save a buck or 
two. But I guess the Corn-
husker State isn’t for every-
body.
(Oops, that last phrase 

got a state tourism director 
fired. Better be careful).
Anyway, here’s my list of 

cool, and sometimes over-
looked, places to visit:
1. The Pine Ridge. People 

lament that we don’t have 
mountains, but the Pine 
Ridge – an offshoot of the 
Black Hills in northwest 
Nebraska – qualifies as 
“mountainous” if you ask 
me. 
There’s plenty of places to 

camp or rent a cabin, with 
historic Fort Robinson top-
ping the list. There’s plac-
es to hike, mountain bike, 
trout fish and horseback 
ride, if that’s your cup of 
vacation tea. 
Nearby Chadron has a 

cool, old hotel, the Olde 
Main Street Inn, and a nice 
coffee shop/cafe, the Bean 
Broker. And Mt. Rushmore 
and all that stuff in the 
Black Hills is just a short 
drive away.
2. Niobrara River/Valen-

tine. To be a real Nebraskan, 
you must float or paddle 
down the scenic Niobrara 
River east of Valentine.
That forested canyon is 

unlike anywhere in the 
Midwest, and features the 
state’s highest waterfalls 
(and coldest shower if you 
stand beneath Smith Falls) 
and wildest rapids (Rocky 
Ford). 
Valentine has a nice brew 

pub, a super good western 
store and a local bookstore 
to explore. And if chasing 
a golf ball is your thing, 
there’s some mighty expen-
sive courses just outside of 
town as well as an afford-
able public course in town.
3. Niobrara (the town)/

Verdigre/Monowi. This 
corner of northeast Nebras-
ka features a town of one 
resident (Monowi), Ashfall 
Fossil Beds State Histori-
cal Park, a historic western 
boardwalk (in Winnetoon) 
and the self-proclaimed 
“Kolach Capitol of the 
World” (Verdigre).  
The Missouri River in that 

area is unchannelized, and 
retains vistas that Lewis & 
Clark might have experi-
enced. The Santee Indian 
Tribe operates a world-
class golf course nearby, 
Tatanka. 
4. Nebraska’s Monument 

Valley. If you’ve never seen 
Chimney Rock, Court-
house Rock or Scotts Bluff, 
you’ve missed out. 
Can you imagine what 

some greenhorns slowly 
traversing the Plains in cov-
ered wagons might have 
thought when they saw first 
mountain-like formations? 
Wagon wheel ruts are 

still visible at Ash Hollow 
State Historical Park, and 
atop Scotts Bluff National 
Monument, you can see for 
miles. 
The endless sand beach-

es of Lake McConaughy 
are on the way, and in the 
Scottsbluff-Gering area you 
can get into a fierce debate 
over the best Mexican eat-
ery. Gering has one of the 
best museums in the state, 
the Legacy of the Plains 
Museum, too.
5. Nebraska City/Brown-

ville area. If museums are 
your thing, Nebraska City 
has you covered. There’s 
historic sites dedicated 
to windmills, firefighters, 
freight wagons and Lewis 
& Clark, the explorers who 
traversed up the nearby 
Missouri River.
There’s also the Mayhew 

Cabin, which served as a 
stop on the Underground 
Railroad for people fleeing 
slavery in Missouri and oth-
er states to the south. A ded-
icated group of volunteers 
is bringing the cabin back 
to life after years of neglect 
and a devastating flood. An 
Underground Railroad site 
has also been established in 
Falls City, where Abolition-
ists were outfitted before 
heading south.
Brownville, an historic 

village along the Missouri, 
is almost totally dedicated 
to tourists, with galleries, 
gift shops and places to eat. 
There’s also a concert hall 
that hosts music and theater 
productions.
Just south is Indian Cave 

State Park, which gets my 
vote as the best place to 
experience fall colors in 
Nebraska. If you have little 
kids, the annual Hallow-
een festival there (haunt-
ed hayrack rides, campsite 
decorating contest) is a 
can’t miss.
I’ve missed a lot of cool 

places (like the Museum 
of American Speed in Lin-
coln, Omaha’s Old Market, 
the “Villagers” of Taylor 
and the Sandhills) but you 
get the idea. Get out there.

Paul Hammel has covered the 
Nebraska state government and 
the state for decades. Prior to 
his retirement, he was senior 
contributor with the Nebraska 
Examiner. He was previously 
with the Omaha World-Herald, 
Lincoln Journal Star and Oma-
ha Sun.  A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling 
and writing about the state.
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DOWN
1.Econ. measure
2. Good earth
3. Wintour of “Vogue” fame
4. Marsh plant
5. Not impromptu
6. Diplomat’s asset
7. Antediluvian
8. Hajj destination
9. Cocaine plant
10. Got an A
11. March Madness org.
12. *Number of legs on an insect
15. Famous Roman orator
20. Giraffe’s striped-legged cousin
22. Mischief-maker
24. Opposite of energetic
25. *____ fly, first living creature 
sent to space
26. “I don’t know,” casually
27. #43 Across, pl.
29. *____ beetle, world’s strongest 
insect
31. *Shape of a ladybug or carpet 
beetle
32. Not tomorrow, not yesterday
33. Like basketball’s final eight
34. *Lepidoptera members, not but-
terflies
36. Demi Moore and Bruce Willis, 
e.g.
38. Reason for suit
42. Tutu fabric
45. Duran Duran’s 1984 hit, with The
49. “Monkey ___, monkey do”
51. Wiggle room
54. “Have a great time!”
56. Useful
57. Performance with acts
58. Lecherous look
59. “Betcha Can’t Eat Just One” 
brand
60. Tea or beer
61. Hawaiian flower garlands
62. Major European river
63. Acronym, abbr.
65. “Roses ____ red”
67. Bad-mouth, slangily

ACROSS
1. Ira ____ of NPR
6. Mr. Turkey
9. Gives the boot
13. Between octet and decet
14. Ginger one
15. Spherical bacteria
16. Popular ursine meme star
17. Public health org.
18. Mountaineer’s tool (2 words)
19. *Fly larva
21. *World’s noisiest insect
23. Comic book shriek
24. Like some excuses
25. Food safety org.
28. Man Ray’s genre
30. Temporarily, legally speaking (2 
words)
35. Like unpleasant awakening
37. 4th down kick
39. Quarter-round molding
40. Computer operating system
41. Metal bar
43. Mine passage
44. Antonym of exhume
46. Expert
47. Strip of wood
48. Throws
50. It will
52. Concurrence word
53. Silo contents
55. Romanian money
57. *Bee’s bounty
60. *Boll weevil, e.g.
63. Aquarium scum
64. *Lightning bug trap?
66. Brandish
68. Part of a flower
69. Bonanza find
70. Courtroom excuse
71. Whiskey grain, pl.
72. Coniferous tree
73. #52 Across, pl.

All things Nebraska
Nebraska: it really has a lot of 
cool stuff to see/experience

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: INSECTS

Storm damaged plants
This time of year, storms can be bad. We had multiple storm 

systems move through the area last week that included high winds, 
hail, and even tornadoes. Unfortunately, when storms are severe, 
they cause a lot of damage to our plants.

Tree and Shrub Damage: If heavy winds break branches, re-
move the injured branches with a good pruning cut to allow trees to 
seal the wound. If the storm broke the top out of the tree, it would 
be a good idea to get a Certified Arborist in to look at the damage to 
determine if the tree can be salvaged and to help start a new leader.

Hail can cause damage to the leaves and bark of trees. If the 
leaves on your tree look ragged and ripped due to hail, it is mostly 
aesthetic damage. The leaves are still on the tree and able to produce 
sugars through photosynthesis for the tree, so it isn’t as damaging as 
it looks. Damage to the bark on the trunk and branches can be more 
problematic, unfortunately there is nothing that can fix this but time. 
You will always have wounds where hail hit the tree, but over time 
the tree should recover. If there are a lot of large hail wounds to a 
small tree, it might be the demise but give it time to see if it pulls 
through.

Perennial Plant Damage: There was a lot of damage to perenni-
al plants from these storms. Remove severely damaged leaves, but 
only remove what is most damaged to allow the remaining leaves 
to help with photosynthesis and plant recovery. These plants should 
regrow but need some leaves for that to happen. Give them time to 
recover.

Garden Damage: As with perennials, the recovery of a plant is 
determined by the situation. Many of our vegetable plants saw some 
damage from the storms and some plants will be fine, some may 
face disease issues, and some will need to be replanted. If the main 
stem was broken, you will probably need to replant. If the leaves are 
ripped, leave it if you can. Prune out the severely damaged leaves 
but keep it to a minimum.

General Plant Care after Storms
1. Remove any dead or damaged branches if you can do so safe-

ly. Give a clean cut to anything twisted, hanging, torn, cracked or 
split. Consult a professional for more extensive pruning or removal.   

2. Employ proper pruning techniques. Cut just above the branch 
collar, leaving it intact—don’t cut flush to the trunk or leave stubs. 
Make notches first with the “3-cut” method to avoid ripping off bark 
as the branch falls away. Do not treat pruned areas with wound paint 
or dressing, which can cause wood rot. 

3. Take out trees that were damaged beyond saving. This in-
cludes large trees that have been uprooted, have trunk splits or more 
than 50% of branches broken as well as large trees that bent over 
or are leaning. Small trees younger than 3-4 years old may survive 
being bent over; stake into an upright position with wide, flexible 
straps. 

4. Encourage recovery with good plant health care. Mulch be-
neath the plant’s foliage with wood chips and provide deep, infre-
quent watering for the rest of the growing season so the soil is moist, 
not soggy or dry. Use a screwdriver to help determine the need for 
irrigation.  

5. Safeguard plants from extra stress. Damaged plants are vul-
nerable to environmental stresses in the months following a storm. 
To promote healing during this time, do not apply fertilizer or 
spray herbicides in the vicinity. Don’t remove damaged leaves or 
blooms—allow them to fall off naturally. Keep an eye out for op-
portunistic pests and diseases and take action early on to prevent 
infestation.  

*The information for this article came from Rachel Anderson 
and John Fech from Nebraska Extension and the rest of the Weath-
er-Ready Landscapes Team.

If you have any further questions, please contact Nicole Stoner 
at (402)223-1384, nstoner2@unl.edu, visit the Gage County Ex-
tension website at www.gage.unl.edu, or like my facebook page at 
http://www.facebook.com/NicoleStonerHorticulture
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Richardson County Farm Bureau donates to Nebraska 
�)�D�U�P���%�X�U�H�D�X���'�L�V�D�V�W�H�U���5�H�O�L�H�I���I�X�Q�G���W�R���K�H�O�S���Z�L�W�K���Z�L�O�G�¿�U�H�V

 75 Years Ago, June 3, 1951 to June 9, 1951
The Missouri River at Rulo reached a crest of 21 feet. It was the highest mark so far 

for the year. 
Gil Dodds, a former Falls Cityan who had vaulted to fame in the mile, was devoting 

himself exclusively to Christian youth evangelism. Dodds was to arrive in Falls City to see 
relatives, but had to postpone. Dodds wrote relatives saying he would only be able to stay 
June 14 and 15th, following a whirlwind round-the-world evangelistic jaunt. 

Yale Athletic Director Robert Hall, worried about losing fans due to games being 
�E�U�R�D�G�F�D�V�W���R�Q���W�H�O�H�Y�L�V�L�R�Q�����Á�R�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���L�G�H�D���R�I���S�D�\���S�H�U���Y�L�H�Z���R�U���D�O�O�R�Z�L�Q�J���W�K�H�D�W�H�U�V���W�R���E�U�R�D�G�F�D�V�W��
games at a cost. 

�(���-�����0�R�U�H�K�H�D�G�����D���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���D�X�W�R���G�H�D�O�H�U�����À�Q�L�V�K�H�G���D�V���U�X�Q�Q�H�U���X�S���W�R���5�D�O�S�K���.�R�K�O�H�U���R�I���7�H�N�D-
�P�D�K�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �G�R�X�E�O�H�V�� �F�R�P�S�H�W�L�W�L�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �À�Q�D�O�� �U�R�X�Q�G�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �6�W�D�W�H�� �7�U�D�S�� �V�K�R�R�W�� �D�W�� �'�R�Q�L�S�K�D�Q����
�.�R�K�O�H�U���E�U�R�N�H�������R�X�W���R�I�����������W�D�U�J�H�W�V�����Z�K�L�O�H���0�R�U�H�K�H�D�G���À�Q�L�V�K�H�G���Z�L�W�K����������

�7�K�H���5�X�O�R���*�D�U�G�H�Q���&�O�X�E���K�H�O�G���L�W�V���À�U�V�W���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���Á�R�Z�H�U���V�K�R�Z���D�W���W�K�H���5�X�O�R���D�X�G�L�W�R�U�L�X�P�����7�K�H��
�V�K�R�Z���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���G�L�V�S�O�D�\�V���R�I���Á�R�Z�H�U�V�����Á�R�U�D�O���D�U�U�D�Q�J�H�P�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���X�Q�X�V�X�D�O���S�R�V�V�H�V�V�L�R�Q�V�����F�R�O�O�H�F�W�L�R�Q�V��
�D�Q�G���D�Q�W�L�T�X�H�V�����$�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����������S�H�R�S�O�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G�H�G���W�K�H���V�K�R�Z����

�:�D�Q�W�H�G�����,���K�D�Y�H���D���Q�H�Z�������������&�D�V�H���$�X�W�R�P�D�W�L�F���%�D�O�H�U�����7�K�L�V���E�D�O�H�U���K�D�V���D�O�O���W�K�H���D�G�Y�D�Q�W�D�J�H�V��
of the “NCM” plus simple, positive automatic tying. For baling, call Ervin Eickhoff, Phone 
881. 

�0�L�V�V���0�D�U�\���$�O�H�[���6�P�L�W�K���R�I���9�H�U�G�R�Q���V�H�U�Y�H�G���D�V���'�R�D�Q�H���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���4�X�H�H�Q���R�I���0�D�\���D�W���&�U�H�W�H���L�Q���D��
celebration highlighting the opening day of Doane’s commencement activities. 

�)�L�I�W�H�H�Q�� �6�D�O�H�P�� �%�R�\�� �6�F�R�X�W�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �L�Q�Y�H�V�W�H�G�� �Z�L�W�K�� �7�U�R�R�S�� �������� �R�I�� �6�D�O�H�P�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �&�R�X�U�W�� �R�I��
�+�R�Q�R�U���K�H�O�G���R�Q���W�K�H���E�D�V�H�E�D�O�O���G�L�D�P�R�Q�G���D�W���&�L�W�\���3�D�U�N�����6�F�R�X�W�P�D�V�W�H�U���I�R�U���W�K�H���J�U�R�X�S���Z�D�V���5�R�E�H�U�W��
�6�F�K�H�P�P�H�O�����6�D�O�H�P���V�F�K�R�R�O���S�U�L�Q�F�L�S�D�O�����5�D�\���1�����0�D�U�V�K���Z�D�V���W�K�H���D�V�V�L�V�W�D�Q�W���6�F�R�X�W�P�D�V�W�H�U����

Two breaks in the 14-inch water supply line from the city’s wells on the Missouri Riv-
er exhausted Falls City’s reserve supply, leaving the city without water for several hours. 

�%�R�W�K���E�U�H�D�N�V���R�F�F�X�U�U�H�G���D�E�R�X�W���D���T�X�D�U�W�H�U���R�I���D���P�L�O�H���H�D�V�W���R�I���3�U�H�V�W�R�Q����
�7�K�H���(�D�U�O���(�����0�D�\���V�W�R�U�H���Z�D�V���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���W�R���O�D�U�J�H�U���T�X�D�U�W�H�U�V�����7�K�H���V�H�H�G���À�U�P�����F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���O�R�F�D�W�H�G��

�D�W�������������6�W�R�Q�H���6�W�U�H�H�W�����Z�D�V���P�R�Y�L�Q�J���D���E�O�R�F�N���Q�R�U�W�K���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���7�R�Z�O�H���5�H�D�O�W�\���&�R�P�S�D�Q�\���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J������
which had formerly been occupied by the Hinky Dinky store. 

�'�R�Q���+�H�L�Q�]�O�H�P�D�Q���Z�D�V���H�O�H�F�W�H�G���S�U�H�V�L�G�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���/�L�R�Q�V���&�O�X�E�����V�X�F�F�H�H�G�L�Q�J���.�H�Q-
�Q�H�W�K���6�D�Q�G�U�R�F�N����

A third break in the cast iron pipes caused Falls City to go without water for approxi-
�P�D�W�H�O�\���������K�R�X�U�V����

�%�D�F�N���E�\���S�R�S�X�O�D�U���G�H�P�D�Q�G�����W�K�H���´�&�K�D�P�S�D�J�Q�H���0�X�V�L�F�µ���R�I���/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H���:�H�O�N���D�Q�G���K�L�V���Q�D�W�L�R�Q-
ally famous orchestra was to play a return engagement in Falls City on Friday, June 22. 

50 Years Ago, June 3, 1976 to June 9, 1976
�7�K�H�� �)�D�O�O�V�� �&�L�W�\�� �6�X�P�P�H�U�� �5�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q�� �3�U�R�J�U�D�P�·�V�� �I�X�Q�G�� �G�U�L�Y�H�� �I�H�O�O�� �I�D�U�� �V�K�R�U�W�� �R�I�� �L�W�V�� �J�R�D�O����

according to Mrs. D�L�F�N���%�U�\�D�Q�����7�K�H���I�X�Q�G���G�U�L�Y�H���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G�����������������������R�X�W���R�I���D���J�R�D�O���R�I������������������
�%�R�E���0�D�U�W�L�Q���R�I���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���Z�D�V���Q�D�P�H�G���D�V���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���K�H�D�G���I�R�R�W�E�D�O�O���F�R�D�F�K���D�W���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���+�L�J�K��

�6�F�K�R�R�O�����U�H�S�O�D�F�L�Q�J���0�L�N�H���%�X�W�O�H�U�����Z�K�R���P�R�Y�H�G���R�Q���W�R���F�R�D�F�K���2�P�D�K�D���*�U�R�V�V�����7�K�H���������\�H�D�U���R�O�G���K�D�G��
coached the defensive secondary the previous two years at Doane College. 

�7�K�H���9�H�U�G�R�Q���F�O�D�V�V���R�I�������������K�H�O�G���D���U�H�X�Q�L�R�Q���D�W���W�K�H���7�Z�L�O�L�J�K�W���7�D�Y�H�U�Q���L�Q���9�H�U�G�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���������R�I��
the 12 class members and their spouses in attendance. Mrs. Edwin Werner, class president, 
was in charge of the affair. 

�)�R�U���6�D�O�H�³�%�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���O�R�W�V���N�Q�R�Z�Q���D�V���W�K�H���5�H�G���%�D�U�Q���'�L�Q�H�U�����3�U�L�F�H���������������������0�L�O�O�H�U���0�R�Q-
�U�R�H���&�R�������%�U�R�N�H�U�V����

�&�K�D�U�O�H�V�� �+���� �6�L�P�R�Q�� �R�I�� �)�D�O�O�V�� �&�L�W�\�� �Z�D�V�� �H�O�H�F�W�H�G�� �D�V�� �F�K�D�L�U�P�D�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �5�L�F�K�D�U�G�V�R�Q�� �&�R�X�Q�W�\��
�&�H�Q�W�U�D�O���'�H�P�R�F�U�D�W�L�F���&�R�P�P�L�W�W�H�H�����0�U�����6�L�P�R�Q���V�X�F�F�H�H�G�H�G���0�U�V�����&�K�D�U�O�H�Q�H���6�F�K�X�H�W�]���R�I���9�H�U�G�R�Q����

�'�R�X�J���%�X�W�U�L�F�N�����������\�H�D�U���R�O�G���V�R�Q���R�I���0�U�����D�Q�G���0�U�V�����7�R�P���%�X�W�U�L�F�N�����U�H�W�X�U�Q�H�G���I�U�R�P���6�W�����(�O�L�]�D-
beth’s Hospital in Lincoln, where he was rushed following an eye injury suffered in a Pee 
Wee League base game. Doug was in the batter’s box when he was struck in the right eye as 
the catcher was throwing the ball back to the mound. His retina was damaged, and his iris 
was broken, but doctors said it would heal. 

�)�L�Y�H���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���R�I���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O���W�H�V�W�L�À�H�G���D�W���W�K�H���À�I�W�K���V�H�V�V�L�R�Q���R�I���D���S�X�E�O�L�F���K�H�D�U�L�Q�J���U�H-
�J�D�U�G�L�Q�J���W�K�H���À�U�L�Q�J���R�I���3�R�O�L�F�H���&�K�L�H�I���,�Y�D�Q���%�L�H�F�N���E�\���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���F�R�X�Q�F�L�O���R�Q���0�D�\��������

�9�L�F�N�L�H���5�D�W�K�P�D�Q���K�X�U�O�H�G���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���Q�R���K�L�W�W�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�D�V�R�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���*�L�U�O�V�·���6�R�I�W�E�D�O�O���/�H�D�J�X�H���D�V��
�)�L�U�H�V�L�G�H���,�Q�Q���%�O�D�Q�N�H�G���&�U�R�V�V�W�R�Z�Q���&�D�I�p����������������

�$�F�F�R�U�G�L�Q�J���W�R���D�O�X�P�Q�L���V�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���+�D�U�R�O�G���3�U�L�F�K�D�U�G�����W�K�H�������������D�O�O���V�F�K�R�R�O���U�H�X�Q�L�R�Q���S�U�R�P�L�V�H�G��
to be the largest ever.

�7�K�H���'�D�Z�V�R�Q���9�H�U�G�R�Q���J�L�U�O�V�·���V�R�I�W�E�D�O�O���W�H�D�P���G�H�I�H�D�W�H�G���$�X�E�X�U�Q�����������������/�L�Q�G�D���6�F�K�X�O�W�]���S�L�W�F�K�H�G��
the full seven innings for the win, while adding a seventh-inning home run to boot. 

�7�K�H���&�U�R�V�V�W�R�Z�Q���&�D�I�p���D�G�Y�H�U�W�L�V�H�G���D���Z�H�H�N�O�\���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���W�K�D�W���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���E�U�H�D�N�I�D�V�W���D�O�O���G�D�\�����H�J�J�V����
�W�R�D�V�W���D�Q�G���F�R�I�I�H�H���I�R�U���M�X�V�W���������F�H�Q�W�V����

The parole board voted 4-1 to parole Caril Fugate, the accomplice of mass killer 
�&�K�D�U�O�H�V���6�W�D�U�N�Z�H�D�W�K�H�U�����7�K�H���W�Z�R���Z�H�U�H���L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G���L�Q���N�L�O�O�L�Q�J���������S�H�R�S�O�H���L�Q��������������

�2�I�À�F�H�U�V�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �Q�H�Z�O�\�� �R�U�J�D�Q�L�]�H�G�� �%�R�D�U�G�� �R�I�� �(�G�X�F�D�W�L�R�Q�� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �'�D�Z�V�R�Q���9�H�U�G�R�Q�� �6�F�K�R�R�O��
District 15 C included president Walt Harring, vice president Ron Fritz and secretary Mar-
ian Leatherman. 

25 Years Ago, June 3, 2001 to June 9, 2001
�$�Q�������W�K���K�R�X�U���G�H�F�L�V�L�R�Q���E�\���%�R�E�E�\���&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O���O�H�G���K�L�P���W�R���S�X�U�F�K�D�V�H���D���U�D�I�Á�H���W�L�F�N�H�W���D�W���W�K�H��

Riding Club’s Rodeo event. Five minutes later, he was announced as the grand prize winner. 
�&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O���K�D�G���W�K�H���F�K�R�L�F�H���R�I���D���3�R�O�D�U�L�V�����������(�[�S�O�R�U�H�U�������Z�K�H�H�O�H�U�����D���3�R�O�D�U�L�V���6�/�+�����������-�H�W���6�N�L���R�U��
���������������F�D�V�K�����&�D�P�S�E�H�O�O���F�K�R�V�H���W�K�H���F�D�V�K����

Mayor Marshall Maddox presented service awards to city employees at the City Coun-
�F�L�O���P�H�H�W�L�Q�J�����0�D�U�\���$�U�Q�R�O�G���Z�D�V���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�G���I�R�U���������\�H�D�U�V���R�I���V�H�U�Y�L�F�H�����5�R�E�H�U�W���0�D�U�W�L�Q���D�Q�G���-�R�K�Q��
�5�L�H�J�H�U���I�R�U���������\�H�D�U�V���D�Q�G���/�D�U�U�\���0�H�U�]���D�Q�G���.�L�P���%�X�F�N�P�L�Q�V�W�H�U���I�R�U����������

�7�K�H�� �����V�W�� �D�Q�Q�X�D�O�� �6�W�H�O�O�D�� �6�F�K�R�R�O�� �U�H�X�Q�L�R�Q�� �Z�D�V�� �K�H�O�G�� �D�W�� �6�R�X�W�K�H�D�V�W�� �&�R�Q�V�R�O�L�G�D�W�H�G�� �6�F�K�R�R�O����
�Z�L�W�K���������S�H�R�S�O�H���D�W�W�H�Q�G�L�Q�J����

�7�K�H���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���-�X�Q�L�R�U�V���V�Z�H�S�W���D���G�R�X�E�O�H���K�H�D�G�H�U���D�W���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���/�X�W�K�H�U�D�Q���������������D�Q�G�������������&�O�L�Q�W��
�0�D�U�W�L�Q�R�V�N�\���W�K�U�H�Z���D���F�R�P�S�O�H�W�H���J�D�P�H���L�Q���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W���D�Q�G���V�F�R�U�H�G���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���U�X�Q���I�R�U���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\����

�7�K�H���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���0�L�G�G�O�H���6�F�K�R�R�O���6�W�X�G�H�Q�W�V���R�I���W�K�H���0�R�Q�W�K���R�I���0�D�\���Z�H�U�H���$�P�E�H�U���5�H�[�U�R�D�G����
�%�L�O�O�\���.�R�S�I���D�Q�G���7�U�D�Y�L�V���0�X�O�O�L�Q�V����

�%�D�U�Q�H�\���0�H�L�Q�]�H�U���Z�D�V���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�G���R�Q���W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W���S�D�J�H���R�I���7�K�H��Journal���W�R�V�V�L�Q�J���R�X�W���W�K�H���À�U�V�W��
�S�L�W�F�K���R�I���W�K�H�������������)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���6�X�P�P�H�U���5�H�F�U�H�D�W�L�R�Q���V�R�I�W�E�D�O�O���D�Q�G���E�D�V�H�E�D�O�O���V�H�D�V�R�Q�����0�H�L�Q�]�H�U���Z�D�V��
�D���O�R�Q�J���W�L�P�H���3�H�H���:�H�H���/�H�D�J�X�H���F�R�D�F�K���G�X�U�L�Q�J���W�K�H���O�D�W�H�����������V���D�Q�G�����������V����

�&�R�X�Q�W�\���&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�U�V���*�D�\�O�H���6�Z�L�V�H�J�R�R�G�����-�L�P���6�H�I�U�L�H�G���D�Q�G���%�L�O�O���(�O�\���Y�R�W�H�G���W�R���D�G�R�S�W���D��
Comprehensive Plan resolution, following a 55-minute public hearing held in the District 
Courtroom. 

�1�L�F���6�L�N�R�U�D�����D���V�W�X�G�H�Q�W���D�W���0�L�V�V�R�X�U�L���:�H�V�W�H�U�Q���6�W�D�W�H���&�R�O�O�H�J�H���L�Q���6�W�����-�R�V�H�S�K�����Z�D�V���D�F�F�H�S�W�H�G���D�V��
�D���P�H�P�E�H�U���R�I���W�K�H���8�Q�L�W�H�G���6�W�D�W�H�V���<�R�X�W�K���(�Q�V�H�P�E�O�H�·�V�������������(�X�U�R�S�H�D�Q���&�R�Q�F�H�U�W���7�R�X�U����

�$�Q�Q�H���0�D�U�W�L�Q�����G�D�X�J�K�W�H�U���R�I���6�W�H�Y�H���D�Q�G���%���.�����%�U�R�W�W���H�D�U�Q�H�G���D���0�D�V�W�H�U���R�I���$�U�W�V���G�H�J�U�H�H���Z�L�W�K���D��
�F�R�Q�F�H�Q�W�U�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���V�S�H�H�F�K���O�D�Q�J�X�D�J�H���S�D�W�K�R�O�R�J�\���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���7�H�Q�Q�H�V�V�H�H���L�Q���.�Q�R�[�Y�L�O�O�H����

�7�K�H���L�Q�L�W�L�D�O���<�D�U�G���R�I���W�K�H���:�H�H�N���D�Z�D�U�G���I�R�U�������������Z�D�V���S�U�H�V�H�Q�W�H�G���W�R���0�U�V�����$�Q�W�R�Q�H���6�F�K�D�Z�D�Q�J��
�D�W�������������+�D�U�O�D�Q���6�W�U�H�H�W����

�6�D�F�U�H�G�� �+�H�D�U�W�� �7�U�D�F�N�� �D�Q�G�� �*�L�U�O�V�� �%�D�V�N�H�W�E�D�O�O�� �+�H�D�G�� �&�R�D�F�K�� �'�H�Q�Q�L�V�� �3�U�L�F�K�D�U�G�� �Z�D�V�� �F�K�R�V�H�Q��
as the Nebraska Coach of 
the Year in Girls Track and 
Field by the National Fed-
eration of Coaches Associ-
ation. 

Dr. Lanthan D. Cam-
blin Jr., the son of Mrs. Ai-
leen Camblin and the late 
L.D. Camblin was promot-
ed to full professor at the 
University of Cincinnati. 

Nebraskans Always Willing to Help 
���� �7�K�H�� �G�H�Y�D�V�W�D�W�L�Q�J�� �Z�L�O�G�À�U�H�V�� �W�K�D�W�� �U�D�Y�D�J�H�G��
western Nebraska this year have had a ma-
jor impact on many farmers and ranchers. 
�7�K�H���1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D���)�D�U�P���%�X�U�H�D�X���U�H�F�R�J�Q�L�]�H�V���W�K�L�V��
impact and has established a disaster relief 
�I�X�Q�G�����7�K�H���1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D���)�D�U�P���%�X�U�H�D�X���)�R�X�Q�G�D-
tion is collecting and distributing funds to 
farms and ranches that suffered damage in 
�W�K�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W���P�D�V�V�L�Y�H���Z�L�O�G�À�U�H�V���L�Q���Z�H�V�W�H�U�Q���1�H-
�E�U�D�V�N�D�����7�R���G�D�W�H�����W�K�H���1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D���)�D�U�P���%�X�U�H�D�X��
Disaster Relief Fund has raised more than 
���������������������Z�L�W�K�������������R�I���W�K�H���G�R�Q�D�W�L�R�Q�V���G�H�V-
ignated to directly support these farmers 
and ranchers.

Applications for assistance are now 
open at www.nefb.org/reliefapplication, 

�D�Q�G�� �1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D�� �)�D�U�P�� �%�X�U�H�D�X�� �P�H�P�E�H�U�V�K�L�S��
is not required to apply. Eligible applicants 
�P�D�\���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���X�S���W�R�����������������S�H�U���K�R�X�V�H�K�R�O�G���R�U��
operation. Funding decisions are based on 
the extent of losses, operational impact and 
available resources. Distributions will con-
tinue until all donated funds are allocated.

At its March meeting, the Richardson 
�&�R�X�Q�W�\���)�D�U�P���%�X�U�H�D�X���P�H�P�E�H�U�V���X�Q�D�Q�L�P�R�X�V-
�O�\�� �Y�R�W�H�G���W�R���G�R�Q�D�W�H�������������� �W�R�Z�D�U�G�V�� �W�K�H���1�H-
�E�U�D�V�N�D�� �)�D�U�P�� �%�X�U�H�D�X�� �'�L�V�D�V�W�H�U�� �5�H�O�L�H�I�� �)�X�Q�G��
to help their neighbors. During a recent 
trip to Lincoln, Richardson County Farm 
�%�X�U�H�D�X�� �V�H�F�U�H�W�D�U�\���W�U�H�D�V�X�U�H�U���� �'�L�F�N�� �-�D�P�H�V����
presented a check to Foundation Executive 
�'�L�U�H�F�W�R�U�� �0�H�J�D�K�Q�� �6�F�K�D�I�H�U�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D��
�)�D�U�P���%�X�U�H�D�X

ty currently uses are built 
lighter to carry more rock. 

“That’s why I went this 
way,” said Darveau. “They 
are lighter, and we’re haul-
ing more material.” 

�7�K�H�� �+�L�J�K�Z�D�\�� �6�X�S�H�U-
intendent also advised the 
�%�R�D�U�G�� �W�K�D�W�� �W�K�H�U�H�� �Z�D�V�� �V�R�P�H��
road damage with recent 
rains “here and there, noth-
ing bad.” 

He said a box culvert 
on the state line will need 
attention. Darveau said he 
has been in discussions with 
�%�U�R�Z�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\�����.�D�Q�V�D�V�����D�Q�G��
�W�K�D�W�� �%�U�R�Z�Q�� �&�R�X�Q�W�\�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H��
on the hook for half the cost 
of repairing the culvert. He 
�S�R�L�Q�W�H�G�� �W�R�� �À�H�O�G�� �W�L�O�H�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H��
�.�D�Q�V�D�V���V�L�G�H���E�H�L�Q�J���U�X�Q���L�Q�F�R�U-
rectly as the main reason for 
the problem. Darveau said 
there are statutes that must 
be followed when redirect-
�L�Q�J���Z�D�W�H�U���I�U�R�P���À�H�O�G�V����

�'�D�U�Y�H�D�X�� �V�D�L�G���� �´�2�X�U��
road ditches are not meant 
�I�R�U���W�K�H�L�U���À�H�O�G���W�L�O�H���G�U�D�L�Q�D�J�H���µ��

He went on to say that 
property owners are re-
quired by statute to drain 
their water into a ditch on 
their property. 

He said they are sup-
posed to drain their water, 
�´�W�R�� �D�� �Q�D�W�X�U�D�O�� �Á�R�Z���� �D�Q�G�� �L�I��
there is not, they are sup-
posed to turn it onto their 
own property.” 

He said the project 
northwest of Dawson has 
not started due to weather, 
�E�X�W�� �W�K�H�\�� �K�D�Y�H�� �D�� �-�X�Q�H�� �����W�K��
completion date they must 
meet. 

He also informed the 
Commissioners that the 
scrap tire collection was suc-
cessful, with approximately 
�������������W�L�U�H�V���F�R�O�O�H�F�W�H�G����

Also, a bid to re-
place the underground fuel 
tanks at the county yard 
was received, totaling over 
�������������������� �$�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O�� �E�L�G�V��
will be solicited. The current 
�W�D�Q�N�V�� �D�U�H�� �U�D�W�H�G�� �I�R�U�� ������ �\�H�D�U�V��
and have been in the ground 
�I�R�U���������\�H�D�U�V�����7�K�H���W�D�Q�N�V���F�X�U-
rently have capacities of 
���������������D�Q�G�����������������J�D�O�O�R�Q�V����

�$�W�� ������������ �&�D�Y�H�U�]�D�J�L�H��
moved to enter a closed 
�P�H�H�W�L�Q�J���Z�L�W�K���6�K�H�U�L�I�I�·�V���'�H�S-
�X�W�\�� �&�O�L�Q�W�R�Q�� �6�W�R�Q�H�E�D�U�J�H�U�� �W�R��
discuss personnel matters 
and protect an individu-
al’s reputation. The regular 
meeting was reopened at 
������������

�&�R�X�Q�W�\�� �$�V�V�H�V�V�R�U�� �.�L�P��

�5�L�J�J�V�� �P�H�W�� �Z�L�W�K�� �W�K�H�� �%�R�D�U�G��
to review the recent notice 
from the NE Tax Equaliza-
tion and Review Commis-
sion on the value of real 
property in the county. 

The numbers have the 
residential class valued at 
�������� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �D�F�W�X�D�O�� �R�U�� �I�D�L�U��
market value, the commer-
�F�L�D�O�� �F�O�D�V�V�� �D�W�� ������������ �D�Q�G�� �W�K�H��
agricultural land class at 
����������

County Clerk Mary 
Eickhoff was designated the 
budget-making authority for 
����������������������

�&�R�P�P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�H�U�� �.�D�U�D�V��
�P�R�Y�H�G�� �W�R�� �G�H�V�L�J�Q�D�W�H�� �0�,�3�6��
to print the postcard notices 
for the Joint Public Hearing 
�L�Q�� �6�H�S�W�H�P�E�H�U���� �L�I�� �Q�H�H�G�H�G����
The motion carried. 

Campbell moved to 
�D�S�S�U�R�Y�H�� �D�� �T�X�R�W�H�� �I�U�R�P�� �2�Q�H-
Neck for licensing Micro-
soft programs for three years 
�D�W�� ������������������ �D�Q�G�� �D�� �T�X�R�W�H�� �I�R�U��
the Meraki security license 
�I�R�U���W�K�U�H�H���\�H�D�U�V���D�W������������������������
The motion carried. 

A claim for gWorks 
was denied in the amount of 
�������������������������7�K�H���F�O�D�L�P���L�V���I�R�U��
an early termination fee. 

Claims were approved, 
and the meeting was ad-
�M�R�X�U�Q�H�G���D�W���������������D���P����


