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The Sacred Heart School Class of 2026 celebrated 
graduation on Tuesday, May 19 with reflections on faith, 
friendship and the memories created during their years 
together at Sacred Heart.

Family members, friends, faculty and supporters gath-
ered for commencement exercises at Sts. Peter and Paul 
Catholic Church. 

Doug Goltz gave the welcome and Fr. Meysenburg 
gave the Invocation. 

Mason Goltz and Cole Taft both reflected on the close 
relationships formed within the class and the importance 
of faith as the graduates move forward after high school 
during their Senior Addresses. 

Goltz opened his address by welcoming guests and 
describing graduation as a day the class had anticipated 
for years. He said the moment represented the beginning 
of a new chapter after growing up together through ele-
mentary and high school.

“I think I can speak for all of us when I say that we 
wanted this day to come,” Goltz said.

Goltz thanked parents and teachers for their patience, 
support and guidance throughout the students’ education-
al journey. He said the class would not have reached grad-
uation day without the support of those around them.

He reflected on how quickly the years passed and how 
the graduating seniors had once looked up to older stu-
dents before eventually becoming the “big kids” them-
selves. Goltz said some of his best memories were made 
alongside his classmates and noted the class had grown 
up sharing many of the same experiences together.

Goltz also focused heavily on the role faith plays 
during difficult times and periods of change. He encour-
aged classmates to continue believing in themselves and 
trusting in God as they move into adulthood.

“There will be times when we struggle and think, ‘I 
can’t do it,’ but that is where faith comes in,” Goltz said. 

    Sacred Heart Class of 2026: Kyler Sipple, Brenden Lemerond, Mason Goltz, Cooper Knobbe, Marlena Marchi-
ca, Cole Taft, Brookelyn Bebermeyer, Elijah Canonico, Avery Santo, Alex Madsen, Daycee Witt, Eli Geisendorf, 
Parker Hoffman. 

     A tornado touches down and dissipates in a series of shots near the Highway 75 and Highway 8 intersection area 
south of Dawson. (Photos by Lyle and Rhonda Harmon) 

Lightning strike to blame for lack of 
sirens during tornado warned storm
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The Falls City Council met in regular session on 
Wednesday, May 20, 2026, instead of their regular 
Monday meeting due to severe weather.

The Council addressed a range of municipal busi-
ness, including infrastructure upgrades, community 
agreements, and property regulations. During the meet-
ing, the council approved several major financial and 
administrative items but declined to move forward with 
a proposal to modernize residential parking ordinances.

During his City Administrators report Gary Jorn 
said that during the Monday, May 18 power outage, it  
interrupted the power source for the generator at City 
Hall. 

He said they thought it was a power surge that 
kicked the generator offline and interrupted dispatch 
for the night. But it was brought back online quickly, 
and the maintenance company was going to check it to 
discuss how to prevent it from happening again during 
power fluctuations.

He also provided a debrief on a recent power plant 
failure, noting that the facility was unable to gener-
ate enough power for the entire town. The issue was 
attributed to a reduction in staffing from two shifts to 
a single shift, leaving only four employees instead of 
eight to handle maintenance. Further maintenance and 
expensive motor parts will be required to ensure the 
plant can fully generate for the community in the future.

Jorn said it could come with some cost on things 
like maintenance and parts when looking at “motors and 
stuff.”  

It was also announced that the Aquatic Center was 
scheduled to open over the weekend.

He also informed the Council that Dallas Wagner 
at the water treatment facility earned a grade one water 
license, “which is the highest in the state and held by 
very few people.”

The council authorized a four million dollar pre-ap-
plication for the State Revolving Fund (SRF) loan pro-
gram to facilitate the replacement of lead and galva-
nized water service lines. This program features a 60/40 

Falls City Council approves 
infrastructure grant, property 

sale and rejects parking change

-VBS Rain forest Falls at St. 
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran 
Church 1-4PM
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The Richardson County Board of Com-
missioners gathered at the courthouse for 
their weekly meeting on Wednesday, May 20. 
Commissioner Rick Karas was absent from 
the meeting. 

Highway Superintendent Steve Darveau Jr. 
told the Board that there had been a steady 
stream of residents taking advantage of the 
scrap tire collection being held on Wednesday 
at the Richardson County Falls City Shop. 

He also advised the Board that, in his opin-
ion, the county roads had not received enough 
damage from the recent storms to qualify for 
disaster relief. 

“We don’t have the damage that some of 
the other do,” said Darveau. “We fared very 

well.” 
He stated that after the recent rains, he can 

tell where clean rock has been hauled in the 
county compared to where crush and run rock 
has been hauled. 

Darveau said the forecast shows good 
working conditions for the next couple of 
weeks. 

“In two weeks, we’ll have these roads 
shaped back up,” said Darveau. “People just 
have to bear with us. They will be fixed within 
a few weeks; they just have to give us time.” 

Chief Deputy Dexter Holliday gave a re-
port from the Law Enforcement Center. Holl-
iday reported that in the past month, the Sher-
iff Department had fielded 505 calls, 232 of 




