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Equity Bank announces new leadership team in Falls City

Equity Bank is pleased to announce the appointment
of Mike Bauer as Market President and Michelle Streck-
er as Bank Manager, forming a new leadership team at
its Falls City location. Together, Mike
and Michelle bring a strong commit-
ment to customer relationships and
community banking that reflects Eq-
uity Bank’s values throughout the re-
gion.

Mike Bauer steps into the role of
Market President of Falls City, bring-
ing 30-plus years of banking experi-
ence with him. Mike was most recent-
ly working as a Commercial Banker
in the bank’s Pender location. He’s
committed to building strong custom-
er relationships and providing the financial guidance that
individuals and businesses in Falls City rely on.

Michelle Strecker was promoted to the role of Bank

Manager in Falls City, bringing local

banking knowledge and a dedication to customer ser-
vice that reflects the values Equity Bank strives to uphold
in every community it serves. Previous-
ly, Michelle was serving as Personal
Banker.

“We are excited to introduce Mike
and Michelle as the new leadership team
in Falls City,” said Doug Ayer, Equity
Bank Regional President. “Mike and
Michelle share our commitment to this
community, and we are confident they
will provide the exceptional service and
local expertise that Falls City custom-
ers have come to expect from Equity
Bank.”

Equity Bank operates one location on Harlan St. in
Falls City and serves Lincoln, Madison, Norfolk, Oma-
ha and Pender throughout Nebraska.

(PHOTO BY LORRIE NOVAK)

HTRS Class of 2026 celebrates commenceent on May

The HTRS Class of 2026 celebrated commence-
ment May 9 with an afternoon ceremony filled with hu-
mor, reflection and recognition for the accomplishments
of the graduating class.

Family members, friends, faculty and community
members gathered and prepared to help graduates close
one chapter of their lives while looking ahead to careers,
college, military service and other future opportunities.

The ceremony included an invocation by Shayfer
Cumro, scholarships presented by Brittany Rogers and
presentation of diplomas by Kyle Hilgenfeld and Super-
intendent Griffith. Principal Kim Caniglia presented the
class.

Class addresses were delivered by Lillian Bowen
and Jonathan Koch.

Bowen reflected on how quickly the years had
passed for the graduating class, many of whom attended
school together from preschool through senior year.

“It doesn’t seem that long ago that we were walk-
ing through the front door, getting dropped off for our
first day of preschool,” Bowen said. “Today, we walked
through those same doors as we prepare for the next
chapter of our lives.”

She spoke about the friendships formed through the
years and how classmates who joined the group later
still became an important part of the class’s identity.

“Those who joined our journey continued to add to

the memories, friendships, and experiences that shape
who we are as a class today,” Bowen said. “Our paths
may not have started together, but they eventually
crossed. And that’s what makes our class so special.”

Bowen also shared memories from the class’s years
together, recalling moments classmates will remember
long after graduation. She told fellow graduates she
would always carry a piece of the class with her and
thanked her parents and family for their support through-
out her education.

Koch used his address to recognize the many people
behind the scenes who contributed to the success of the
graduating class.

“As we leave this chapter behind, I would like to
thank everybody who helped make today possible,”
Koch said. “All of our teachers from kindergarten to se-
nior year have helped us get to this point.”

Koch specifically thanked office staff, custodians,
administrators, activities director Mr. Duneckacke and
class sponsors Mr. Coffey and Ms. Hilgenfeld for their
support over the years. He also thanked parents for the
sacrifices and encouragement they provided throughout
the graduates’ lives.

“This moment is just as special and important to
you guys as it is for us,” Koch said while addressing
parents. “You parents held our hands as you walked us
into our first day of kindergarten as we were most likely
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LocaL MEMORIAL Day
SERVICES

o SHUBERT AMERICAN LEGION PoST #222 WILL
BE HONORING VETERANS ON MEMORIAL DAY AT THE
PRAIRIE UNION CEMETERY AT 10:00 A.M., STELLA

CEMETERY AT 10:30, CONTINUE TO THE VERDON,
WILLIAMSVILLE, AND HARRIS CEMETERIES.

* THERE WILL BE MEMORIAL DAY PROGRAMS AT
Ruro CEMETERY AT 9:00 AM AND STEELE CEME-
TERY AT FALLS CiTy AT 11:00 AM

 HUMBOLDT WILL HAVE SERVICES AT THE CITY
SQUARE PARK AT 11:00 AM

Malone, Hardesty lead in
updated unofficial
primary election results

Updated unofficial results from the May 12, 2026
Nebraska Primary Election in Richardson County
showed close races in several local contests, including
the Falls City mayoral race and the Republican primary
for Richardson County sheriff. The updated totals in-
clude provisional ballots and remaining early voting and
all mail ballots. Results remain unofficial.

In the Republican primary for Richardson County
sheriff, Rick Hardesty received 794 votes while Nicho-
las C. Aitken received 592 votes. One write in vote was
recorded.

The unofficial precinct by precinct totals were as
follows: Arago/Barada, Hardesty 50, Aitken 26; FCRu-
ral/Ohio, Hardesty 37, Aitken 45; FC Ward 1, Hardesty
84, Aitken 91; FC Ward 2, Hardesty 78, Aitken 104; FC
Ward 3, Hardesty 70, Aitken 100; FC Ward 4, Hard-
esty 46, Aitken 51; Fran/Hrr/Spi, Hardesty 52, Aitken
12; Grant/Nemaha, Hardesty 73, Aitken 23; Humb. I,
Hardesty 64, Aitken 12; Humb. II, Hardesty 58, Aitken
11; Jeff/Rulo, Hardesty 29, Aitken 32 with one write
in vote; Liberty, Hardesty 30, Aitken 33; East Muddy,
Hardesty 25, Aitken 18; WMuddy/Porter, Hardesty 66,
Aitken 9; and Salem, Hardesty 32, Aitken 25.

Falls City voters narrowly favored Kevin Malone in
the mayoral primary race. Malone received 379 votes
while Kenny Killingsworth received 374 votes. Dennis
Miller received 150 votes, Mark A. Galaska received 26
votes and one write in vote was recorded.

In the Falls City Council Ward 2 race, Sean Nolte
received 105 votes, Robert D. Olberding received 79
votes and Terry Kermoade received 71 votes.

In the Humboldt mayoral race, Kevin Burnison re-
ceived 119 votes, Jan Wilhelm received 56 votes, Ted
B. Schuler received 25 votes and James Cherry received
12 votes.

Richardson County voters in the Republican primary
for U.S. Senate favored Pete Ricketts with 1,046 votes.
Todd Knobel received 104 votes, Debb Axtell Schultz
received 104 votes, Mac Stevens received 48 votes and
Eric Mortimore received 33 votes.

In the Republican gubernatorial primary, Jim Pil-
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2(0 -Bloodmobile at Prichard

From the Journal Files.............. Page 3 Auditorium, Noon-6:00 PM
Restaurant/Retai........... Pages4 &5 91 -Noon Deadline for Journal
Sports e Pages 7&12 Bloodmabile at Prichard
1) (1] 1:1 OO Page9 Auditorium, 9:00 AM - 3:00
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Classified At ... PagesT! 25 -FC Journal Office Closed

No checks? No problem!
Pay using Venmo!

MAY

25 -Courthouse Closed

-Prairie Union Church
Memorial Day Dinner, TIAM

JUNE

]  -"Community Amplification”
2:00 PM at the Center,
206 E. 20th St.







