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NDA with Falls City,
Nebraska Rural Generation
and Tenaska not directly
tied to data centers

The Falls City Council met on Monday, May 4, 2026,
at City Hall for a regularly scheduled meeting. Council-
person Leyden was absent from the meeting.

City Administrator Gary Jorn presented the Board
with a TIF (Tax Increment Financing) report.

In old business, the Council discussed and voted to
accept bids for municipal waste management.

According to Jorn, City Management looked at pro-
posals from Falls City Sanitation and Hamilton Recy-
cling & Disposal. Jorn said after looking over the es-
timates, his recommendation was to go with Falls City
Sanitation due to a lower cost estimate.

Councilmember Buckminster stated that he appreci-
ated what Mark (Harkendorff) and Falls City Sanitation
had done for the city over the years but expressed a de-
sire to help out a young entrepreneur and go with Ham-
ilton Recycling.

“I feel like it would be to move forward with the fu-
ture and give him (Hamilton) an opportunity, even with
a higher price,” said Buckminster.

Buckminster made a motion to accept Hamilton’s
bid. The motion died due to lack of a second.

Councilperson Ferguson then motioned to accept the
bid from Falls City Sanitation. The motion passed 5-2
with Buckminster and Kenny Killingsworth voting nay.

A public hearing began at 6:09 to obtain comment
prior to considering the Fairview Replat of lots 1,2 and
3 of Tracts 1, 2, 3, 3A and 3B and Metes and Bounds.

Falls City EDGE Director Lucas Froeschl spoke on
the matter, saying he has been working with property
owners of the area in question.

“There’s an old sewer line that runs through those
properties that had to be vacated,” said Froeschl. “We’re
working with the two properties that are down there to
make sure they’re connected to sewer.”

Froeschl said that 20-25 years ago, a separate sewer
line serving most of Falls City was installed, and they
are working to connect the two properties to that exist-
ing line.

Froeschl also said Public Works Director Trevor
Campbell has worked to ensure there are utility ease-
ments capable of being used for future endeavors.

He also noted the Consolidated Grain and Barge has
partnered with Falls City to move a fire hydrant across
the highway to have service at the grain facility. The
hearing was declared closed at 6:12 p.m.

The Board then voted 7-0 to approve the replat of the
area in question.

The Board approved a special designated liquor li-
cense request for November 21, 2026, at Prichard Audi-
torium by a 7-0 vote.

The Council approved the appointment of the Budget
Committee members recommended by Mayor Harken-
dorff.

Councilmembers Leyden, Ruiz, and Kaster were pre-
viously on the committee, while Buckminster agreed to
be added. The appointment passed 7-0.

A confidentiality agreement between Falls City and
Tenaska was approved 7-0. EDGE Director Froeschl
said an agreement had previously been approved, but
now Tenaska, Falls City and Nebraska Rural Generation
would all sign the same NDA.
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Dollar Fresh Market converting to
full-service Hy-Vee in Falls City

Falls City EDGE and the Falls City Chamber of
Commerce and Main Street is pleased to announce that
Dollar Fresh Market will be converted into a full-ser-
vice Hy-Vee grocery store, with rearrangements to be-
gin on May 26th and construction in June.

According to building plans submitted to the City of
Falls City for permit requests, the project represents an
investment of approximately $1,130,000. Not included
in this estimate are parking lot and sidewalk upgrades
to be completed at the conclusion of the interior re-
model. The conversion reflects Hy-Vee’s long-term
commitment to serving Falls City and strengthening
access to local grocery options.

The upgraded store will include new and expand-
ed services designed to better meet everyday shopping
needs while maintaining the convenience of a neigh-
borhood grocery store. Planned improvements include:

* A 20-foot full-service meat counter offering ex-
panded selections

* A broader selection of national and regional name-
brand grocery items

e A limited-service deli counter offering prepared
sandwiches, pizza, and rotisserie chicken

* A specialty candy shop within the store

* Additional refrigerated and frozen food space

A bakery with cake decorator will also be added as
part of the full-service Hy-Vee format to complement,
not replace, the strong local bakery offerings already
serving Falls City.

To accommodate these new features, parts of the ex-
isting sales floor will be reconfigured. Some general
merchandise aisles will be reduced or removed to al-
low more space for food offerings, fresh departments,
and coolers.

Local Leadership Retained

The store’s leadership will remain local, with Clint
Sailors serving as Store Director of the new Hy-Vee in
Falls City. The expanded store offering is expected to
create five (5) new full-time positions and as many as
thirty (30) new part-time positions.

Community Partnership

Falls City EDGE is partnering with the City of Falls
City and Falls City Chamber of Commerce and Main
Street to share project updates and support the suc-
cessful transition of this important community asset.
The conversion is viewed as a key step in maintaining
strong local retail services and supporting the overall
vitality of Falls City’s business environment.

“Life is not about the destmatlon' it’s about the journey”

Falls City High School held its 2026 commencement
exercises on Saturday, May 9, 2026, at Prichard Audi-
torium, with 53 students walking at graduation. A full
house welcomed the new Tiger alums as they marched
toward their seats while the Commencement Band
played “Graduation Suite Processional” by Mike Story.

Before the ceremony began, Principal Ethan Sullivan
took a moment to recognize assistant principal/athletic
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director Gale Dunkhas, who is retiring from the district
after 19 years of service, primarily as the high school
principal.

Senior Malori Kuker welcomed everyone in atten-
dance and extended a special greeting to her graduating
classmates. Kuker thanked the teachers, staff, coaches,
friends, and family for sharing in the day.

“Your guidance, love and belief in us has been a vital
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By: Nikki McKim

When I heard about the death of Ted Turner, I reflected back
on a column I had written about him so many years ago and
about how much of my life traces back to this man who had the
strange idea that people might want to watch old movies and
news 24 hours a day.

I never met Ted Turner. I was however lucky enough to (kind
of) cross paths with him when he was honored at the 2018
TCM Film Festival. I watched him walk to red carpet. [ have
a framed photo of myself in the background as he walked into
the TCL Chinese Theatre.

In that old column I had written about all the random things
that make me who I am. Classic movies. Baseball. The Three
Stooges. “Saved by the Bell.” The foods I love. Many of those
things still ring true. I still watch The Three Stooges when I
feel down. I listen to “Saved by the Bell” when I work and
more often than not you will find TCM on in our house.

When I was growing up, TBS was often on in our house. In
the morning it was Bewitched or Gilligan’s Island. In the after-
noons, it was “Saved by the Bell.” In the evenings, it was the
Adams Family. On the weekends it was a Stooges or “Saved
by the Bell” marathon.

As a kid, I had no idea the same man was responsible for it
all.

I had actually resented Ted Turner during baseball season be-
cause the Braves constantly interrupted “Saved by the Bell.”
At the time, that felt like a personal attack on my happiness.
Then I started paying attention to the games. Before long, I
kind of liked David Justice and the Braves.

The same thing happened with classic films.

When Turner Classic Movies made old films accessible to
ordinary people, it created an entire generation of film lovers
who otherwise may never have discovered them.

Without those movies, I honestly do not know who I would
be today.

Classic film people tend to eventually find each other.
Through those films, I found friendships that changed my life.
What started as sitting in rural Nebraska watching old movies
eventually led me to the TCM Film Festival surrounded by
people who understood exactly why these films mattered. It
led to conversations, opportunities, writing projects and friend-
ships I never could have imagined as a kid in Dawson. I es-
pecially never imagined that I would be traveling with these
classic film friends to Palm Springs, the mountains of Georgia,
New York City, Hollywood or Las Vegas. My best friends who
I speak to dozens of times a day are those people I met in the-
aters on Hollywood Boulevard.

That all traces back to Ted Turner taking a chance on preserv-
ing films that many people once dismissed as outdated.

The Three Stooges marathons gave me something too. My
sister and I would try to stay awake all night watching Larry,
Curly and Moe while the VCR recorded every episode so we
could watch them again later. My grandpa Alexander would sit
there laughing with us until tears rolled down his face.

That is the best thing about television and movies, they be-
come memories.

Even CNN played a role in my life. During the 2000 election,
I became glued to cable news coverage. That election hap-
pened during a difficult period of my teen years and following
the news became an escape for me. It also sparked a fascina-
tion with journalism and storytelling that eventually became
my passion.

Looking back now, it is incredible to realize how much of my
life intersects with one man’s vision and his own passion.

Ted Turner changed television, but more importantly, he
changed people. He gave my dad and me something to excit-
edly talk about. He gave me a monthly lunch companion, and
friend here in Falls City to discuss our favorite actors and films
and history of Hollywood.

When someone dies, people often measure their legacy in
money, awards or headlines. But I think the real measure of a
life is quieter than that. It is found in ordinary people carrying
pieces of your influence.

A little girl in southeast Nebraska fell in love with classic
movies because of Ted Turner. She found life long friendships,
renewed relationship because of those movies. She found con-
fidence. She found pieces of herself.

That seems like a pretty remarkable legacy to leave behind.

And for that, I'm forever indebted and grateful.
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All things Nebraska

‘Hall of Hot Winds’ gasses up
for election season

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner

Rumors are as common
around the State Capitol as
brome grass in a roadside
ditch.

It’s not called “The Hall
of Hot Winds” for nothing,

And that rumor mill gets
cranked up big time during
election season, when
there’s speculation aplenty
about who is running and
who is not, and who can
win and who cannot.

By the time you’ve read
this, you’ve probably al-
ready voted in the May 12
primary.

The rumor mill had Falls
City businessman Charles
Herbster as a likely prima-
ry challenger to incumbent
Jim Pillen, who had edged
Herbster in the GOP pri-
mary four years ago.

But Herbster opted out,
likely because he saw the
size of Pillen’s campaign
war chest ($10 million) and
because President Trump
had endorsed the incum-
bent governor instead of
Herbster (who, four years
ago, was Trump’s favor-
ite).

That has led speculation
that Pillen’s re-election as
a foregone conclusion.

He’s a Republican in a
state where the GOP en-
joys nearly a 2-to-1 ad-
vantage over registered
Democrats. Pillen hasn’t
committed any horren-
dous errors while in office,
though there’s grumbling
about sluggish job growth,
and the loss of 3,000 jobs
when Tyson’s huge plant
shut down in Lexington.

And we’re still waiting to
see if anything comes of
his awarding a no-bid, $2.5
million contract to a favor-
ite lobbyist. At press time,
the Lincoln Police were
still investigating if any
laws were broken.

It’s been a long time since
an incumbent governor
in Nebraska has been de-
feated. The last time was
in 1990, when Republican
Gov. Kay Orr was upset by
Democrat Ben Nelson. But
back then, registered “Ds”
were about as common as
registered “Rs” in the state.

(That was when a gallon
of gas cost about 90 cents
a gallon. Boy, wouldn’t we
like to see that again?)

Anyway, when people ask
me if the Democratic chal-
lenger to Pillen, former
State Sen. Lynne Walz,
has a chance, my answer is
“why not?”

Elected officials are about
as unpopular as a cold sore
these days. Just ask Don-
ald Trump and, a couple of
years ago, Joe Biden.

Voters seem as uneasy as
ever about things like the
economy (shaky), consum-
er prices (going up instead
of down) and world affairs
(really, we needed to go to
war in Iran?). So challeng-
ers who offer a legitimate
promise of change have a
pathway to beat an incum-
bent.

Of course, we might see
another challenger to Pil-
len besides Walz.

Brett Lindstrom, a former
state senator and ex-Ne-
braska quarterback reserve,
is kicking tires about a run
for governor as a nonparti-
san.

Lindstrom had mounted a
campaign for the Republi-
can nomination in the 2nd
Congressional District, but
dropped out in January,
saying he didn’t want to be
a part of a horribly divided
Congress.

Interestingly, Lindstrom
changed his party registra-
tion to “nonpartisan” two
months later, which would

allow him to run for gover-
nor as an independent.

Can a nonpartisan win?
Two years ago, a nonpar-
tisan, mechanic/labor lead-
er Dan Osborn put a scare
into U.S. Sen. Deb Fischer,
who was supposed to be a
shoo-in for re-election. So
you gotta think an indepen-
dent candidate could win.

But Lindstrom, as well as
Walz, face plenty of ques-
tions. Could they raise
enough money to mount
a strong campaign against
Pillen? Wouldn’t they just
split the votes of those who
don’t want another Pillen
term?

There’s word that the
Columbus hog producer/
veterinarian is not univer-
sally loved around Omaha,
the state’s largest city and
home to some major polit-
ical campaign donors. But
would those interests take
arisk and support a non-in-
cumbent?

You gotta admit, Lind-
strom certainly looks the
part of a governor. He’s a
tall, slim, blond dude who
appears ready to sling a
pigskin. And Walz is a
smart, former teacher. Ei-
ther might present a more
upbeat image in recruiting
new businesses than Pillen,
who has never won acco-
lades for his oratory skills.

So there you go. A lot of
hot wind from the Capitol,
that might never come true.

Personally, I’d rather see
something other than hot
winds, like some soaking

rains.

Paul Hammel has covered the
Nebraska state government and
the state for decades. Prior to
his retirement, he was senior
contributor with the Nebraska
Examiner. He was previously
with the Omaha World-Herald,
Lincoln Journal Star and Oma-
ha Sun. A native of Ralston,
Nebraska, he loves traveling
and writing about the state.

poufel.substackcom

www.padlfellcartoons.com

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: IN THE GARDEN

ACROSS

1. Great divide

6. World’s oldest national broad-
caster

9. Pasturelands

13. Chinese fruit

14. #9 Across, sing.

15. Clemency

16. One in advertising

17.%___ the land of the free ...”
18. Characteristic of birds

19. *Ongoing job in the garden
21. *Without synthetic fertilizers
23. 2nd tallest bird

24. Theatrical production

25. Curiosity killed it?

28. Additionally

30. Capital of Poland

35. Passage into a mine

37. Prefix in levorotary

39. Mid-century modern, e.g.
40. Toothy wheel

41.*Some are heirlooms

43. Make like a cat

44. Erasable programmable read
only memory

46. Stanislavski’s rifle, e.g.

47. Unwanted correspondence
48. Motionless

50. Catch-22

52.“Are you sure?” in a text

53. Freight horse cart

55. Opposite of don’ts

57.%*6 or more hours of sunshine
61. *Radicchio or frisEe

65. On foot

66. Negative vote

68.2020 NFL MVP

69. Morrison’s “The ___”

70. Hockey great Bobby

71. Respectable and quiet

72. Sports award

73. Affirmative response

74. Infernos

DOWN

1.01d bathtub foot
2. Opposite of seek
3. Ne plus ultra

4. *Opposite of #57 Across
5. Minimum, pl.

6. Influencer’s journal
7. *Stinging pollinator
8. Holiday song

9. Bulgarian money
10. Julia Roberts’
Award-winning role
11. Popular smoothie berry

12. Update an iPod

15. Inhabitant of Hungary

20. Nothing, pl.

22. Like sashimi

24. Lack of money

25. *Tomato supports

26. Highly skilled

27. Miss America’s headdress
29. Slowly leak

31. Moves at the gym

32. Monument to Buddha

33. Orderly arrangement

34. *Wiggly plowers

36. Faster than a walk

38. *Some plants and flowers
emit a good one

42. *Type of digger

45. Centers, old-fashioned

49. French vineyard

51. *Last of 3 numbers on a bag
of fertilizer

54.Be a pest

56. Washington, e.g.

57. Grow dim

58. Extraterrestrials’ rides

59. Pilot’s stunt

60. Type of parrot

61. “Musical” constellation

62. Russian mountain chain

63. *Type of garden hose that
saves space

64. Goes with “odds”
67.Amistolas
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From thne

Journal Files
by Brian McKim

75 Years Ago, May 13, 1951 to May 19, 1951

Approximately 250 Richardson County youth were enrolled in active 4-H Clubs, ac-
cording to County Agent Tom Aitken.

The 150-foot center span of the Randolph Bridge, south of Rulo, needed an “elevator”
ride to reach its final destination. Monarch Engineering of FC strung cables, pulleys and
blocks to lift the long span 12 feet in the air. The span weighed 60 tons.

The House Ways and Means Committee in Washington voted to increase federal levies
on cigarettes, automobiles and gasoline. The increase would boost taxes by 50 million an-
nually.

Falls City’s dog population was estimated at 1,000-1,200, but according to Chief of
Police Judd Ankrom, only 115 dog owners had filed for licenses.

Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Bennett, 814, East 19th Street, were the parents of a daughter born
at 5:30 a.m. at Our Lady of Perpetual Help Hospital. The baby weighed seven pounds, 12
ounces and was named Toni Jean.

The fifth annual Elks Club fish fry was scheduled for May 23 at Camp Rulo. Over 500
men were invited to attend the annual event. Members of the general committee in charge
were Clarence Heck, Don Heinzelman and Phil Weaver.

A 37-year-old mother was in jail because she would not leave her two small sons to
serve on a murder trial jury. The mom refused to take the juror’s oath, stating she had no
one to take care of her sons. She was appealing the six-month contempt-of-court sentence.

The Humboldt All-Stars baseball team joined the Southeast Nebraska Baseball League.
The six-town league included Elk Creek, Lewiston, DuBois, Steinhauer Maple Grove and
Humboldt. Players on the roster included Sterling Davis, Robert Saal, John Kuenzi, Clay-
ton Workman, Bud Proctor, Keith Sandfort, Lawrence Jaros, Jake Hayes, Ronald Buethe,
Allen Koeneke, Don Hareshbarger, Ralph Etter and Joe Moyer.

Lawnmowers for Sale— Also sharpening and repairing at Aue’s Lawmower Service,
1120 Chase Street.

Spencer Tracey and Elizabeth Taylor starred in “Father’s Little Dividend,” showing at
the Oil City Theater in Falls City.

Mrs. Homer Wiltse was named the new president of the North School and Harlan School
PTA. Miss Helen Norton was named vice-president, and Mrs. Vernis Wood was secretary.

For Sale: Free gas, buy 10 gal. and get 1 gal. free, Saturday and Sunday, May 19 and 20,
Monarch Conoco Service, 1302 Stone.

50 Years Ago, May 13,1976 to May 19, 1976

The Board of Education of District No. 1, Pawnee County, adopted a motion to keep
the DuBois Grade School open for three more years. According to the Pawnee Republican,
economic factors and adequate room in the Pawnee City faculties were the reasons for
discussing the question.

The Chamber of Commerce and the National Guard Unit sponsored a free concert by
the 43rd Army Band at the City Park ball diamond set to take place on June 7, as announced
by Marlen Luff.

Caril Fugate, who at age 14 accompanied Charles Starkweather on a rampage that
shocked the country, would soon be up for parole. The 32-year-old Fugate would be con-
sidered for a June 20 release by the five-member Parole Board.

One Stop Café advertised a candlelit Friday-night super special: fresh carp for $1.00.

Eight Richardson County girls would represent the area at the Girls’ State Track Meet in
North Platte. The list included Linda Schulze, Jeannie Cochran, Lisa Heim, Bennye Couch,
Connie Huettner and Julie Rogers of Dawson-Verdon, Susan Drumm of Southeast Consol-
idated and Lisa Mann of Falls City.

Friends and neighbors of Mr. Keith Wheeler planted corn and milo and disced bean
ground on about 325 acres. Mr. Wheeler was recovering from back surgery and was not
able to do the spring work himself.

Jim Schulenberg shot a 41/42 for an 83 at the Class B District Golf Meet in Lincoln to
qualify for the State Tournament in Columbus. Schulenberg became the first Tiger golfer to
make the state meet since Bob Glenn in 1967.

Al’s Barber Shop moved from its location at 1020 McLean Street to 109 East 17th
Street.

Seven state records fell at the 6th Annual Girls State Track Meet. Julie Rogers was the
only county athlete to score. She placed second in the discus (115-02) and shot put (37-08).

The Lundy’s Bowling Arena team from Humboldt was crowned the champion of the
Class B Division at the state bowling tournament. Team members included Gladys Belden,
Judy Lundy, Marj Lyons, Helen Iliff and Gladys Lundy.

The General Federation of Women’s Clubs and the Falls City Junior Women’s Club
presented the Falls City Journal and KTNC Radio with Outstanding Journalism and Broad-
casting Awards.

Safeway in Falls City advertised 10 Hershey Bars for $1 and five cans of Campbell’s
Chicken Noodle Soup for $1.

25 Years Ago, May 13,2001 to May 19, 2001

After a long discussion at the Falls City School Board meeting, the resignation of indus-
trial technology teacher Richard Mezger was accepted. Mezger had asked for two planning
periods per day, stating he felt he needed more time to regroup. Supt. Dr. Duane Stehlik
said he sympathized, but he was concerned about the precedent it could set. Later in the
meeting, teacher contracts were approved for Joe Dunn, Jason Bredemeier, Danitra Leon-
ard and Karen Radatz.

AHRS Construction was working on an accelerated schedule to meet the deadline on
the new Parent-Child Center addition at North School. The 24x76 classroom was due to be
completed by the start of the 2001-2002 school year.

Falls City Middle School Students of the Month were Hayley Milam, Amanda Weaver
and Katie Sayer.

SunMart in Falls City advertised 93% lean ground beef for $1.99 per pound and one
dozen glazed donuts for $1.99.

The new oak display cases were getting final touches in the Richardson County Military
History Museum in the Courthouse.

Armbruster Motor Company announced the winners of two scholarships given to grad-
uating seniors. Jill Weber of Humboldt and Jeff Huppert of Dawson-Verdon were the recip-
ients of the $300 scholarships in 2001.

Larry the Cable Guy, AKA Dan Whitney, put on a benefit performance at Pawnee City
with proceeds going towards the track/playground fund.

Falls City High School senior Dan Ferguson was pictured accepting a $250 Partners in
Education scholarship, given by P1.E. president Mary Wiltse.

The Seventh Annual Gus P. Scholz Memorial Scholarships from First National Bank &
Trust were presented to Andrew Hopp and Jessica Frederick.

Earning medals at the Huskerland Wrestling Tournament were Kaleb Gilkerson, Mat-
thew Milke, A.J. McAfee, Dakota Schulenberg, Jacob Babb, Michael Olberding, Blake

Milke, Chris Mather, Jer-
emy Butrick, Deke Reich-
ardt, Rust McCartney, Dru
Miller, Mark Lippold and
Cody Jones.

Angela Bryan, a junior
at the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln, was selected for
an overseas program that
would send her to Moscow for
seven weeks to study Russian
and European studies.

Falls City High School
artists Chrissy Hunzeker
and Shannon Windle were
among the winners of the
Nebraska Federal Duck
Stamp Contest.

Proudly serving residential,
commercial, & industrial clients
large & small throughout the area.

* CONCRETE * STEEL BUILDINGS

* NEw CONSTRUCTION
Family owned and operated.
www.mezgerconstruction.com
402-839-6365 - 402-450-1371
Table Rock ° Falls City, NE

NDA

-Continued from Page 1

Froeschl sought to clear
up any misconceptions
about the NDA’s language.

“There is language in
this, what I’'m going to
call Tenaska’s template of
non-disclosure, where it
says, Tenaska, the City and
NRG desire, investigate
and discuss the possibili-
ty of pursuing a business
transaction between them
and/or between their re-
spective affiliates relating
to developing gas-fired
generation and to support
data center load (such
transaction, investigation
and discussion,)”  said
Froeschl. “So, this request
is not specifically con-
nected to any data center
load. This is just a template
agreement. We didn’t real-
ly think it was necessary to
take that out.”

Froeschl went on to say
that, usually, when Tenas-
ka is having these conver-
sations, it is in conjunction
with data center growth.
However, what Falls City
is working towards is
building a power plant.

“We are looking for
someone to be our wheel-
ing agent for a power
plant,” said Froeschl. “To
be our wheeling agent for
the load growth that we
are predicting in the future,
and Tenaska is a Nebraska
company that does that.”

Froeschl said while data
centers have reached out,
“I’m here to tell you that is
not the primary action for
this request.”

Hay Ground Leases
were approved for James
Fischer. The bid of $750
for 8.5 acres at the Indus-
trial Park, and a bid of
$1,350 for 26 acres at the
tree dump site were ap-
proved.

The Board approved
the purchase of the Grind
Hog unit at the Wastewa-
ter Treatment Plant. The
current grinder, installed in
2015, was recently sent to
JCI for evaluation. Based
on the company’s assess-
ment, the grinder showed
extreme wear and damage,
making repairs unrealis-
tic. The new Grind Hog
16ASX has a lead time of
10-12 weeks and will cost
$79,910.25, not including
shipping.

The equipment grinds
the waste when it first en-
ters the plant, and it is then
pumped throughout the
system.

The cost estimate to re-
pair the unit was $25,000.

A request for a leave of
absence by the new Ac-
count Clerk for the Util-
ity Office was approved.
Courtney Bybee had dis-
cussed with the staff during
the interview process that
she had a few prior com-
mitments on the calendar
before taking the position.
The motion passed 7-0.

The final agenda item
was to accept and autho-
rize Mayor Harkendorff
to sign the 2026 Civic and
Community Center Fi-
nancing Fund Assistance
Award Contract No. 26-
03-086.

The fund is a 50-50
match, with the $265,000
required match already
covered, according to
Chamber Director Amber
Holle.

“She said she has all
that taken care of,” said
Jorn. “There will be no
city funds used for this
project.”

The motion passed 7-0.
With nothing further on
the agenda, the meeting
was closed at 6:23 p.m.

Memorial Day changes
Falls City Journal deadline

The Falls City Journal will operate under an adjusted
production schedule for the week of Memorial Day.

Due to the holiday, the deadline for the Wednesday,
May 27 edition will move to Thursday, May 21 at noon.

The Falls City Journal office will be closed Monday,
May 25 in observance of Memorial Day.

Readers, advertisers and contributors are encouraged
to plan ahead, as the Journal will be sent to press early and
late submissions cannot be accepted. The adjusted dead-
line will apply to everything. Thank you for understanding.

RC Transit taking a slight rate increase

The Richardson Coun-
ty Commissioners held
their regular meeting at the
courthouse on Wednesday,
May 6, 2026. All Board
members answered the roll
call.

County Treasurer
Amanda  Bartek-Ramsey
provided the Commission-
ers with an updated list of
delinquent property tax
sales. The Treasurer ad-
vised the Board that two
accounts had been paid re-
cently. Bartek-Ramsey said
the individuals on the list
had been sent three post-
cards this year, two state-
ments, and the list ran in
The Journal for three con-
secutive weeks.

Highway  Superinten-
dent Steve Darveau Jr. met
with the Board to update
them on maintenance being
carried out throughout the
county. Darveau advised
the Commissioners that the
lead time for the new cam-
eras for county vehicles is
four to six weeks.

He also told the Board
that most of the county
trucks have been repaired
and are back on the road.
However, a skid steer had
to be hauled to Beatrice to
correct some issues.

The Superintendent said
he would budget for a new
skid steer. Leasing a unit
was discussed; Darveau
said the last time the county
leased one, it sat for months
unused because they had
run out of hours.

“It’s something that we
can look at,” said Darveau.
“I know you can pay to add
hours, but that gets into
quite a bit of money.”

Commissioner  Karas
agreed that by the time
hours are added, it’s usually
best to work out a financing
plan and buy the machin-
ery.

Sheriff Rick Hardesty
updated the Board on busi-
ness at the Law Enforce-
ment Center, stating that the
jail was housing 14 inmates
at the time of the meeting.
He asked the Board for per-
mission to rehire a former
deputy. Clinton Stonebarg-
er has recently served as a
deputy in Nemaha County,
Nebraska and has expressed
interest in pursuing the
court  security/Humboldt

position. Hardesty praised
Stonebarger’s previous ef-
forts in grant writing for the
department.

Commissioners Karas
and Caverzagie stated they
had no problem with the
rehire, saying they never
wanted to lose him to begin
with.

Stonebarger was the
Chief Deputy before he left.

After a  discussion,
Karas made a motion to ap-
prove the rehire and set the
limit for taking a vehicle
home at 10 miles or less.
According to Hardesty,
Stonebarger currently lives
approximately 6 miles out-
side the county. The motion
passed 3-0.

Aaron Brinkerhoff, an
agent with Washington
Nat’L Insurance Company,
met with the Board to pres-
ent information on supple-
mental health and life in-
surance options for county
employees.

Kay Wissmann of SE
NE Community Action
Partners, Inc., presented
the Board with information
on rate increases for the
Richardson County Transit.
Wissmann said, due to cuts
in funding from the Federal
Government, she was re-
questing a 50-cent increase,
one-way, for in-town rides
and a $1.00 increase for
out-of-town transport.

She cited rising gas pric-
es and bus insurance costs
as the main reasons for the
increase. Wissmann also
stated in doing research that
it had been at least 17 years
since the last rate increase.

In town, it will now
cost $2.00 per one-way
trip. Karas motioned to in-
crease the rate, Caverzagie
seconded, and the motion
passed 3-0.

Approval was given to
three separate subdivisions.
Resolutions 2025-2026-36
for Lori and Byron Whit-
ney, located in S10, T3,
R16; 2025-2026-37 for
Chad and Janelle Scholl,
located in S34, T2, R16;
and 2025-2026-38 for Chad
and Callie Mullins, located
in S9, T1, R17, were ap-
proved.

Claims were approved,
and the meeting was ad-
journed.

BARAGE SALE

3324 Bill Schock Blvd - Across from Hospital

Fri., May 15 4-/PM & Sat., May 16 « 8-1PM
Men, Women, Teen, Boy/Girl Clothes, Shoes, Decor, Outdoor Toys,
Sheet Rock, Jack, Size 11 Western Boots, 2 Stihl String Trimmers,

Toys, Books, Treadmill.
ROLAND, RUE, HODGE, LUNZMANN, MILAM

* HUGE GARAGE SALE *

Fri., May 18, 2:00-6:00 PM « Sat., May 16 9-4 PM
902 Fulton St., Falls City

Parking in the Alley! SO MANY GREAT ITEMS T0 BE SOLD!

Daybed, LOTS of Bedding, Cat Tree, Many House ware [tems,

Men’s & Women's Clothing, Google Home Mini (Never Used),

Christmas & Other Holiday Decor. STOP BY! We'd Love to see
you! AND.........LOTS LOTS MORE!




