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Falls City-Council Ward 2 candidates
share positions in Journa/Q&A

As the May 12,2026 Primary Election approaches, the
Falls City Journal is providing voters with a closer look
at the candidates seeking local office, including Rich-
ardson County Sheriff, Falls City Mayor and Falls City,
City Council Ward 2.

Polls will be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election
Day, with early voting available through the Richardson
County Clerk’s Office.

As part of this feature series, each candidate was asked
the same set of questions. Responses are printed exact-
ly as submitted, with no edits made by the newspaper,
to allow readers to review each candidate’s positions in
their own words ahead of the election.

Sean Nolte, candidate for City Council (Ward 2)

What are your top three priorities as a city council
member, and what specific actions will you take to ad-
dress each during your term?

My top three priorities are infrastructure, financial re-
sponsibility, and job growth.

Infrastructure: We need to fix problems before they
become emergencies. I will push for better planning and
regular maintenance so we’re not waiting until some-
thing breaks. That includes working on issues like water
main breaks and looking at options like burying power
lines where it makes sense.

Financial Responsibility: Costs are going up for ev-
eryone-taxes, insurance, utilities and people are feeling
it. I will work to make sure the city is living within its
means, cutting unnecessary spending, and focusing on
what really matters. We owe it to taxpayers to spend
their money wisely.

Job Growth: I want to see more jobs in Falls City.
That means supporting local businesses and attracting
new ones. Growth helps our whole community. I also
encourage residents to stay involved and be part of that
growth.

How will you evaluate and vote on city spending, in-
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cluding the annual budget, and what standards will you
use to determine whether a project or expenditure is jus-
tified?

I don’t mind spending money when it’s needed, but I
will look closely at every expense. I will review the de-
tails, ask questions, and make sure it’s necessary. I want
to be sure we are getting the best value for our money.
I will also look at city positions to make sure they are
needed and working effectively.

How will you ensure transparency and accountabili-
ty, including communication with residents, handling of
public concerns?

I believe in being open and available. I want people to
feel comfortable coming to me with concerns or ques-
tions. I will keep an open-door approach, share my con-
tact information, and listen. I also encourage residents to
stay involved, ask questions, and attend meetings. Good
communication goes both ways, and I will do my part to
keep people informed.

Terry Kermode, -candidate for City Council

(Ward 2)

What are your top three priorities as a city council
member, and what specific actions will you take to ad-
dress each during your term?

Being born and raised in Falls City, and having lived
here for over half of my life, I have a distinct interest in
seeing that all of our citizens have a life experience here
that is fulfilling, safe, and healthful.

The other years spent away due to employment oppor-
tunities gives me a broader level of experience that can
be used to evaluate the areas the city may need to focus
on to bring about a good life experience.

Some priorities as I see it are:

1. Ensuring the city operations are optimum. Main-
taining strong fiscal standards for expenses, revenues,
and required reporting to the council and the public.

2. Planning and implementing through strong leader-
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Nebraska Bank hosts open
house and presents a $500 check

to ten local organizations

Nebraska Bank in Falls City hosted an open house
for the public on Wednesday, April 29, 2026. The bank,
which opened a full-service location at 3003 Bill Schock
Blvd, invited community members to a free event on
Wednesday featuring food from Crome’s Smoke BBQ
and Catering, with drink service from Sean and Marcia

Frederick of Corner Liquor.
NE BANK -Page 3

Board votes to proceed
with mold remediation
effort in Courthouse

The Richardson County Board of Commissioners met on
Wednesday, April 27, at the Richardson County Courthouse
in Falls City. All Commissioners answered the roll call.

Highway Superintendent Steve Darveu Jr. updated the
Board on routine maintenance.

Commissioner Campbell made a motion to approve
a contract with Hall Brothers, Inc., for the hard surfacing
project on the Dustless Highway. The project will include
11.5 miles of the scrub mastic surface seal and will cost
$271,043.52. The sealing process should help the road for
5-7 years. The project has a July 6th start date and should
wrap up by July 16, 2026. The motion passed 3-0.

A discussion followed, questioning whether funds were
available and whether the County should consider carrying
out the same project on Boy Scout Road south of Humboldt.

It was decided to see how the scrub mastic project works,
and if it goes well, to address the Boy Scout Road before it
gets in bad shape. The project would include roughly 4.5
miles of resurfacing.

The Board approved an agreement with Verizon Connect
for the installation of cameras and subscriptions on county
vehicles. Darveau will receive email alerts if incidents occur
and can review footage online. The vote was 3-0.

Sheriff Rick Hardesty addressed the Board, informing
them that the jail was currently housing 13 inmates. He also
informed the Commissioners that the Sheriff’s Department
would participate in the “Make It Click” mobilization grant
from May 15th to May 31st.

Commissioner Campbell told Hardesty that he wanted to
offer congratulations to Chase Hardesty on his recent Life-
Save Award, which he received while attending dispatcher
training in Kearney.

At 9:41 am., Commissioner Karas motioned to enter
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The Brownville Concert Series
Presents Sally Mayes

The Brownville Concert Series is thrilled to present
Sally Mayes in “An Evening with Sally Mayes.” The
New York Times calls her ‘incandescent, deliciously
sauce.” People Magazine describes her as “the kind of
rich theatrical voice that elevates a show tune.” And
Time Magazine says, “Sally Mayes renders songs as
richly nuanced as one-act plays.” It’s sure to be one
you won’t want to miss!

The shows will be in cabaret on Friday and Saturday,
May 15th and 16th at 7:30pm, and in concert Sunday,
May 17th at 2:00pm. We give special thanks to the J.
Randel Smith and Jane Crooker Smith Charitable Trust
for helping to sponsor these shows. Sally Mayes is a
Tony-nominated actress and singer who has made a
name for herself both on stage and on screen. Born in
Texas, Mayes began her career in musical theater and
has since become a beloved performer in the indus-
try. Mayes made her Broadway debut in Cy Coleman’s
“Welcome to the Club.” Her standout performance in
the show earned her a Tony nomination for Best Fea-
tured Actress in a Musical.

On Broadway, Sally is perhaps best known for her
performance in the Roundabout Theater revival of She
Loves Me for which she won Tony, Drama Desk and
Outer Critics Circle nominations. Sally appeared as
Aunt Corene in Urban Cowboy (Drama Desk nomina-
tion). She drew raves as Mae West in the National Tour
of Dirty Blonde and also appeared in the Broadway
revival of Steel Magnolias.

In addition to her work on Broadway, Mayes has also
made a name for herself in the world of cabaret. She
has performed her one-woman show at venues such as
Feinstein’s/54 Below and The Metropolitan Room. Her
cabaret performances have been praised for their hu-
mor, heart, and incredible vocal range. Mayes has also
made several appearances on television and in film. She
has appeared in shows such as “Law and Order: SVU,”
“The Electric Company,” and “City of Angels.” She
also had a memorable role in the film “Bye Bye Bird-
ie” alongside Ann-Margret and Dick Van Dyke. Mayes
has released five solo albums throughout her career,
The Dorothy Fields Songbook, Our Private World: The
Comden And Green Songbook, The Story Hour, Boys
And Girls Like You And Me, and Valentine. In addi-
tion to her work as an actress and singer, Mayes is also
a dedicated teacher. She has taught master classes at
universities and theaters across the country, helping to
inspire the next generation of performers. Mayes has
received numerous awards and accolades throughout
her career. Sally’s much anticipated nightclub appear-
ances have garnered her rave reviews from coast to
coast. She has been nominated for twelve Manhattan
Association of Cabarets and Clubs (MAC) awards, and
has won two Back Stage Bistro awards for excellence
in cabaret and recording.

2026 Season Passes to all nine shows are only $180.
Tickets are $25 for adults and $16 for Students. Pur-
chase them online at www.brownvilleconcertseries.
org, on Facebook or call 402-825-3331.

The Nebraska Arts Council (www.nebraskaartscoun-
cil.org), a state agency, supports this program through
a matching grant funded by the Nebraska Legislature,
the National Endowment for the Arts and the Nebraska
Cultural Endowment.
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All things Nebraska
|s a federal gas tax like an ‘aging

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner

Back in the day, twice
each year, a debate would
break out at the news bu-
reau where I used to work:
“Who is going to write the
gas tax story?”

It was a story you could
write in your sleep. “Ne-
braska’s variable gas tax is
rising/dropping to ... blah,
blah, blah.”

But it was kind of import-
ant. A rise would mean a
couple pennies more paid
in taxes per gallon; a drop,
a penny or two of a break.

Nebraska’s gas tax is
called “variable” because
the rate was set based on
the calculated needs of state
highway construction and
maintenance. So it rose
and fell, depending on how
much work needed to be
funded.

Pretty smart huh? Well out
in Washington, the smart
pills apparently didn’t get
passed out because the fed-
eral gas tax — another major
funder of highway work —
hasn’t been changed, up or
down, since 1993.

Let that sink in for a mo-
ment. Back in 1993, the
price of a gallon of gas was
about $1 (Wouldn’t we like
to return to those days?)
and the gas tax was 184
cents per gallon, where it’s
remained.

If your salary or income
hadn’t changed in 33 years,
you’d be in a world of hurt
when it came to paying bills
and affording groceries.

Meanwhile, during that
period, the cost of high-
way construction (concrete,
steel, labor, etc.) has sky-
rocketed. And with the ad-
vent of electric and hybrid
vehicles, some cars aren’t
buying much gasoline and
thus, not paying much in
taxes.

The federal gas tax is out-
dated. One recent colum-
nist in the Lincoln Journal
Star compared it to “an ag-
ing rock star on a farewell
tour.”

Congress could have done
the wise thing, and slow-
ly increased the gas tax to
keep up with the cost of
road building.

But such politically risky
moves, like raising a tax
(even for a good purpose),
could get someone defeated
for re-election for heavens
sake! So that can got kicked
down the proverbial road.

Good roads are important,
and according to one sur-
vey, Nebraska’s highways
aren’t as good as they used
to be.

In the most recent annu-
al report by the Reason
Foundation, Nebraska
ranked 29th for condition
and cost-effectiveness of
its state highway system.
That’s down from No. 15
six years ago. That’s the
kind of drop that could get
a football coach fired.

Anyway, Congress is ap-
parently debating highway
needs, and two columnists
recently offered two alter-
natives to paying a tax on
gasoline purchases.

An official with the Amer-
ican Highway Users Al-
liance, which represents
automotive and road con-
struction interests, said that
taxing vehicles based on
their weight would be the
best way of providing ad-
equate federal funding for
highway needs. Heavier
trucks and electric vehicles
would pay more, and small
compact cars would pay
less.

Meanwhile, a co-author
of that highway condition
report by the Reason Foun-
dation, a libertarian think
tank, wrote that a fairer
way would be to tax vehi-
cles based on the miles they
drove.

This is an important is-
sue for rural residents,
who likely put more miles
on their vehicles to reach
schools, jobs, shopping
centers and hospitals.

A new tax would also re-
duce gas prices, by elim-
inating the fuel tax, and
would help the federal debt
because Congress has been
using general tax funds to
supplement the inadequate
federal gas tax.

A tax on weight would be
collected when we license
our vehicles. The Highway
Users guy also argued that
it would make heavy-duty
trucks — which cause much
more wear and tear on
highways than cars — more
affordable, by supposed-
ly reducing taxes on them.
Hmm.

The “tax on miles driv-
en” would seem the fairest,
since drivers who use the
highways more would pay
more.

But how would you col-
lect such a tax? With a
government gauge on your
odometer?

Sounds kinda “big broth-
er” to me, though four
states already have a mile-
age tax — Hawaii, Oregon,
Utah and Virginia.

Any new federal tax
would require Congress to
act, the same group that has
allowed the gas tax dilem-
ma to fester.

Let’s hope that they can
tackle a real issue. And
maybe for an encore, they
could work on securing So-

cial Security for the future.
Paul Hammel has covered the
Nebraska state government and
the state for decades. Prior to
his retirement, he was senior
contributor with the Nebraska
Examiner. He was previously
with the Omaha World-Herald,
Lincoln Journal Star and Oma-
ha Sun. A native of Ralston,
Nebraska, he loves traveling
and writing about the state.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: BASEBALL

ACROSS

1. Turkey trot,e.g.

6. Dadaist Jean

9. *  crew, Milwaukee
Brewers fan base

13. Poppy seed derivative

14. Afghan monetary unit

15. Hotel room option

16. Category of artistic compo-
sition

17. Between northeast and east
18. Relating to pond scum

19. *Babe Ruth’s first major
league team

21.*%_ -and-__
23. Dog command
24.Bald eagle’s home

25. Witchy woman

28. Back wound?

30. Siskel or Ebert

35. Smoothing appliance

37. Distinctive flair

39. Stomata, sing.

40. Burlap fiber

41. Archeologist’s find

43. Estimated arrivals

44. Discompose

46. Cobbler’s concern

47. Merlin or Gandalf

48.*B in RBI

50. Close by

52. Spade for stony ground
53. Karl of politics

55. Between ready and go

57. *Left, center or right one
61. *Yankees’ only #4

64. Blast from the past

65. Crew tool

67. Helped

69._____ one’s time, past tense
70. Schiller’s poem

71. Express contempt

72. What Simon does

73. Cut grass

74. Intoxicating

sport

DOWN

1.*Eat a hot one at the game

2. Copycat

3. *Number of standard baseball
positions

4. Miss Muffet’s meal

5. Vomiting

6. Highest point

7.*Scoring unit

8. Annapolis frosh

9. Tulip’s early stage

10. Capital of Latvia

11. Et alibi (2 words)

12. Water source

15. Bacchus’ attendants

20. Weasel’s aquatic cousin

22. *Baseball trajectory

24. Diver’s edible reward

25. Muslim woman’s headscarf
26. Caribbean island destination
27. Gained access to (2 words)
29. Hoppy beers
31. Individual unit
32. Bottom line
33.Idealized image
34, *Katie ____ or
Bat”

36. Empty when kids leave

38. World’s longest river

42. Cut it out

45.Moved a flock of sheep

49. Certain John’s or Jane’s last
name

51.Re-use old ideas

54. Car sound, to a toddler

56. Trinity

57. Small door-opening devices
58. One of the hipbones, pl.

59. Whirlpool

60.“Big Little ___”

61. What Jack’s beanstalk did
62. It comes to mind

63. Turned to the right, like a
horse

66. Commotion or fuss

68. Wine quality

“ at the

Al offers requi

© StatePoint Media

dit qualfication, 24-month

‘ﬂﬁ@@

2-YEAR
_ TV PRICE
GUARANTEE

CALL TODAY - For $100 Gift Card promo tode: Disk100

1-888-416-7103 ocvrnin.

BRING EVERYTHING

Blazing Fast
Internet!

ADDTO YOUR PACKAGE FOR ONLY

YOU LOVE TOGETHER! = +1922

where available

with early termination fee and eAutoPay. Prices include Hopper Duo for qualifying customers, Hopper, Hopperw/Sling or Hopper 3 $5/mo. more. Upfront fees may apply based on credit qualification.

‘647

for 12 Mos.

America’s Top 120 Package

190 CHANNELS

Including Local Channels!

dish

sunomizeo s ALTITUDE

“SeEz-I’ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

published.

Falls City, NE 68355.

We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-Is” All letters sent to the Falls
City Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification.

We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste,
libelous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be

Letters may be e-mailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street,




FaLLs City JoURNAL \VEDNESDAY, May 6, 2026 e« RGE 3

COURTHOUSE NE BANK
Fromth e

-Continued from Page 1 -Continued from Page 1

Journal Fil es
by Brian McKim

75 Years Ago, May 6, 1951 to May 12, 1951

J.L. Stetler rode up to a parking meter in front of the Richardson County Bank, parked and
put two cents in the machine. He tied his horse, “Dick,” to the post and said, “I wish the city
would put rings on these things so we could hitch easier. Stetler had been forced to ride his
horse as his vehicle had been in an accident the week prior and was still out of commission.

J.J. “Jug” Brown resigned as secretary of the Falls City Chamber of Commerce after ac-
cepting a position with the Independent Lumber Co.

The Falls City Vets defeated the Humboldt All-Stars 12-6 in a practice game. Byron
OHLQ]HU VHQW D EDOO RYHU WKH OHIW AHOG ZDOO IRU )& ZKLOH %RE 6FKHPPHO RI +XPEROGW ZHQW
4-4 on the day.

Miss Barbara Elaine Miller, a senior at Falls City High School, was awarded a University
of Nebraska Regents’ Scholarship.

7KH AUVW Rl WKUHH PRELOH SROLFH UDGLR VHWV ZDV LQVWDOOHG LQ WKH &LW\ 3ROLFH "HSDUWPHQW
cruiser. A second unit would be installed in Sheriff Vern Atkins’ auto, and a third would
go in Deputy Sheriff Arch Noll's car. The installation of the two-way radio system was a
joint venture of Richardson County and Falls City. The central station was scheduled to be
LQVWDOOHG DW WKH 6KHULII-V RIAFH VR DV WR XWLOL]JH WKH UDGLR WRZHU LQVWDOOHG RQ WRS RI WKI
house.

Seven students graduated from Bratton Union School. The list included Orva Bents, Joyce
Flift, Virginia Frerichs, Lester Kuhlmann, Donald Remmers, Willa Jean Sodmann, and Ver
non Sullwold.

Joseph C. Reavis, a local attorney, was elected as president of the Falls City School Board
at the annual reorganizing meeting. Mr. Reavis succeeded Gene Bullock as president.

The Rivoli Theater was purchased by Tony Schroedl. Mr. Schroedl bought the theater
from Tri States Theater Corp.

Sgt. Marion F. Zimmerman of Falls City, a member of a combat engineer Battalion of the
24th Infantry Division, was awarded the Bronze Star medal for meritorious service as a
heavy equipment operator in Korea.

Hiawatha was set to dedicate its new $213,000 community hospital. The dedication would
mark the culmination of a seven-year effort to build the new 34-bed hospital.

Tex Beneke and his nationally famous orchestra would be the attraction at a dance on May

DW 3ULFKDUG $XGLWRULXP VSRQVRUHG E\ WKH (ONV /RGJH 7KH %HQHNH %DQG IRUPHUO\ WKH

Glenn Miller orchestra, was one of the best in the business.

For Sale-If you like Hot Tomales. Call White 926. Have them on hand and will take or
ders. Will deliver orders of $2.00 or more.

50 Years Ago, May 6, 1976 to May 12, 1976

“You have a tremendous need for the improvement of school facilities in Falls City,” said
Dr. Harold Koch, Deputy Commissioner of Education for the state of Nebraska. Dr. Koch
was speaking to approximately 150 people at a Board of Education meeting in FC. The <
report was part of the accreditation evaluation required every seven years. T

*DLO .LHIHU %DUE .HOO\ -R (OOHQ *URRWKXLV %HY 3DUULVK 'HEELw & st
Tedd Gentry, Tim Wilson and Doug Appleoff were honored by the Falls City Elks Lodge
with Leadership Scholarships.

The Falls City Airport Authority voted unanimously to change the name of Municipal
Airport to Brenner Field in honor of the late Dave and Doug Brenner, who were born in FC
and devoted their lives to outstanding careers in aviation.

JRU WKH AIWK VWUDLJKW \HDU WKH JLUOV RI 3KLOOLSV ZRQ WKH VHDVRQ FKDPSLRQVKLS RI WKH
%XVLQHVV *LUOV:- %RZOLQJ /HDJXH 7KH WHDP LQFOXGHG 1RUPD 6PLWK OLFNH\ 3LSHU ODULH
3XSNHV %HXODK *UDG\ DQG 9LY =HLJOHU

:LOOLDP *RRGULFK DQG %LOO 6XPSWHU ZHUH SLFWXUHG ZLWK D FDWAVK HVWLPDWHG DW SRXQGV

that they pulled out of Stanton Lake.
A search effort was launched in Eureka, California, after a 23-year-old hiker was carried
off by a “large, hairy animal,” possibly the legendary Bigfoot, according to a group of back-
packers.
7KH )DOOV &LW\ 'RHV KHOG WKHLU DQQXDO PRWKHU GDXJKWHU GLQQHU ZLWK RYHU LQ DWWHQGDQFH
Mrs. Richard Windle, president, gave the welcome.
Richardson County Extension Agent Gerald Hopp was pictured getting a “feel” for his
work when he joined several other county agents for a special cleanup day at the new 4-H
center near Gretna. Hopp worked on litter clean up, while others dug trenches to make room
for the footings for a new cabin.
In Salem, the Neighborhood Club met at Kathy Davis’s home, with six members present.
Minutes were read by Mrs. Luverne Kerr, and Mrs. Leola Inks thanked the club on behalf
of her daughter, Nellie, for the gift they had given her.
R 25 Years Ago, May 6, 2001 to May 12, 2001
SURAFLHQF\ $ZDUG ZLQQHUV DW WKH ))$ %DQTXHW LQFOXGHG 'RQ .DIHU 'DQ *RIl OLWEFK
Merz, Anthony Nussbaum, Jake Ankrom and Ben Scott. Honorary FFA Chapter Degrees
were presented to Mr. and Mrs. John Rieger, Mr. and Mrs. Randy Scott and Mr. and Mrs.
Mike Kafer.
5RJHU /DPSH zZzDV RQFH DJDLQ QDPHG WKH PDQDJHU RI WKH OXQLFLSDO 6ZLPPLQJ 3RRO DQG
Rachel Thompson was named assistant manager. Full-time lifeguards included Amanda
Davis, Roberta Thompson, Trisha Foster, Tiffany Wheeler and Daniel Fritz.
Celebrating a 50-year milestone were Marvin and Lavern Yoesel. The pair were married
in 1951 by Rev. Dashner in St. Joseph.
The Falls City High School F-Club Female Athlete of the Year was Melissa Kopf, while
the male Athlete of the Year was Shane Vollmer. The two winners were announced at the
31st annual Tiger Booster Club Athletic Banquet held at the Elks Club. The guest speaker
IRU WKH HYHQW ZDV )& JUDGXDWH )UHG ,YH\
The Falls City Area Jaycees held the annual “Kickers Cup” youth soccer competition at
6RXWK 6FKRRO -RVK 6WROOHU ZRQ WKH \HDU ROG GLYLVLRQ 'LOORQ /RWWHU ZRQ WKH GL-



