
As the May 12, 2026 Primary Election approaches, the 
Falls City Journal is providing voters with a closer look 
at the candidates seeking local office, including Richard-
son County Sheriff, Falls City and Humboldt Mayor and 
Falls City City Council Ward 2. 

Polls will be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election 
Day, with early voting available through the Richardson 
County Clerk’s Office. 

As part of this feature series, each candidate was asked 
the same set of questions. Responses are printed exact-
ly as submitted, with no edits made by the newspaper, 
to allow readers to review each candidate’s positions in 
their own words ahead of the election. (Minor edits have 
been made to the candidates introductions.)

Dennis Miller,  candidate for Mayor of Falls City.
1. What are your top three priorities for Falls City 

over the next four years?
1. Economic Sustainability for Falls City 
2. Infrastructure Revitalization 
3. Affordable Housing Growth
2. How will you approach workforce retention and re-

cruitment for city departments, including utilities and 
public works, and what steps will you take to prevent 
turnover issues?

1. Visibility and engagement with the workforce 
2. Communicate with the workforce to understand their 

needs
3. Ensue a safe, adequate work environment 
4. Competitive compensation to include quality benefits 
3. How will you ensure transparency in city govern-

ment, including clear communication about the city bud-
get, major expenditures and compliance with Nebraska 
open meetings laws?

1. Transparency is of the utmost importance in govern-
ment.

2. I will maintain deep involvement in Falls City gov-
ernment activities and will ALWAY have an open door 
policy.  

3. I also plan on having quarterly Town Hall meetings 
with the citizens of Falls City. 

Kevin Malone,  candidate for Mayor of Falls City.
1. What are your top three priorities for Falls City over 

the next four years
My priorities are to listen, learn, and lead. I believe you 

learn by listening, so I will actively seek input from city 
employees, committees, and community members to bet-
ter understand how the city and utilities operate and how 
the citizens view it as operating. I’m not coming in with 
a preset agenda or a desire to make unnecessary chang-
es. If something is working, I believe in supporting it. 
The City and Utility Department operate like a large 
business and should function as one. My experience in 
business, community organizations, and city commit-
tees has prepared me to lead collaboratively and help 
Falls City reach its full potential.

2. How will you approach workforce retention and re-
cruitment for city departments, including utilities and 
public works, and what steps will you take to prevent 
turnover issues?

I believe retention starts with respect, support, and lis-
tening. Employees should feel valued and be compen-
sated with fair wages and benefits. It’s also important to 
have strong leadership in place, with good administra-
tors, managers and committee members who are trusted 
and allowed to do their jobs. The role of the mayor and 
council is not to micromanage personnel, but to set clear 
policies, expectations, and standards while creating a 
positive and stable work environment.

3. How will you ensure transparency in city govern-
ment, including clear communication about the city 
budget, major expenditures and compliance with Ne-
braska open meetings laws?

Transparency is essential, and I’m open to ideas on 
how to improve it.  At the same time, it is a two-way 
street, and public engagement matters. We often see high 
turnout for hot-topic issues, but less involvement during 
budget discussions. I would welcome suggestions to im-
prove communication and encourage more consistent 
community participation, because that involvement is 
key to effective and transparent governance.
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The Iowa Tribe of Kan-
sas and Nebraska marked 
a significant milestone 
with a groundbreaking 
ceremony for the Camp-
bell Housing Complex, 
a project that leaders say 
represents both innovation 
and long-term investment 
in tribal housing.

The development will 
include 16 three-bedroom, 
two-bath homes construct-
ed using 3D-printed con-
crete, along with plans for 
an elder village consisting 
of six duplexes. Accord-
ing to project leaders, the 
use of 3D printing in res-
idential construction is a 
first in Indian Country.

Bradley Campbell, exec-
utive director of the hous-
ing authority, said the proj-
ect is the result of years of 
research and planning.

“We are doing some-
thing that has never been 
done in Indian Country. 

   Deputy Director Rebecca 
Simmonds,  Executive Di-
rector Bradley Campbell, 
Administrative Assistant/
Community Connection 
Coordinator Kaitly Norris.

The Falls City Council 
met on Monday, April 20, 
2026, at City Hall for a 
regularly scheduled meet-
ing. Councilpersons Frank 
Killingsworth and Josh 
Kaster were absent.
The Board approved a 

request (6-0) by Utility 
Superintendent Trevor 
Campbell for a new Altec 
TA 60 Bucket Truck. The 
city will use Sourcewell, 
and the purchase will be 
included in the 2027 fis-
cal budget. The truck will 
feature a 60-foot platform 
height, a 40-foot side 
reach, a rotating two-man 
bucket and a 1,000-pound 
jib capacity, making it ca-
pable of lifting up to 75 
kVA transformers. Cur-
rently, the city has three 
bucket trucks in the fleet. 
However, the 2002 Chevy 
would need its cables re-
placed this year, which 
would cost $25,000. Also, 
Altec does not service 
trucks older than 25 years 
old, which would be next 
year for the 2002 unit. 
The estimated cost of the 

unit with the 4x4 option 
would total $312,921.00. 
Campbell said they also 

looked at a used vehicle 
but ultimately settled on 
a new unit. The best-case 
delivery scenario would 
likely be July of 2027. 
Campbell stressed that 

the line crew researched 
which unit would best 
meet their needs in Falls 
City. 
Councilperson Leyden 

shared that his wife, North 
School Principal Shelly 
Leyden, wanted to pass 
along a thank you to the 
line crew. Leyden said an 
electrical issue near the 
school needed to be ad-
dressed. She said the issue 
was resolved quickly, and 
the line crew shared infor-
mation with her as they 
worked to resolve it. 
Councilperson Leyden 

also expressed thanks to 
Watts Electric for the work 
being carried out in the al-
ley in the uptown business 
district.
Leyden said a couple of 
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“Sez-I” Letters to the Editor
We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-I’s.”  All letters sent to the Falls 

City Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification. 
We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste, 

libelous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be 
published. 
Letters may be e-mailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street, 

Falls City, NE 68355.
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By Paul Hammel, Re-
tired Senior Reporter for 
Nebraska Examiner
Almost every time I head 

over to the local work-out 
joint, there’s some petition 
circulators waiting.
They scurry up and ask for 

my signature on a proposed 
ballot initiative that would 
make it harder for state legis-
lators to change laws that vot-
ers have passed at the ballot 
box.
Nebraska is one of only 26 

states that allow voters – if 
they collect enough signa-
tures to put something on the 
ballot – to directly pass laws 
and constitutional amend-
ments, or to repeal such mea-
sures via a referendum.
Two of our neighboring 

states, Iowa and Kansas, do 
not allow for citizen-initiated 
ballot measures.
But we in Nebraska per-

mit the so-called “second 
house” – citizens – to enact 
laws and constitutional claus-
es as a check to either over-
ride something passed by the 
“first house,” our one-house 
Unicameral Legislature, or 
enact something elected offi-
cials would not.
The power of the initiative 

has always been controver-
sial. There’s regularly ques-
tions about whether it’s “too 
easy or too hard to get some-
thing on the ballot?” and 
whether the number of sig-
natures required is too low or 
too high. 
Plus, there are worries about 

well-heeled, outside interests 
and whether it’s too easy for 
them in our small state to 
get a significant law adopted 
or changed (I’d argue that 
is why we have legislative 
term limits in Nebraska, a 
truly dumb idea pushed by 
the wealthy and conservative 
Koch Brothers).
Anyway, anger has risen 

in recent months over al-
terations made by the State 
Legislature in citizen initia-
tives that legalized medical 
marijuana, provided paid sick 
leave and increased the mini-
mum wage.
Allowing prescriptions of 

medical cannabis was ap-
proved by a whopping 71% 
of Nebraska voters in 2024, 
and came after years of un-
successful efforts by parents 
of kids suffering from fre-
quent seizures and those who 
maintain marijuana can help 
relieve pain or symptoms of 
post-traumatic stress.
But state officials (includ-

ing Gov. Jim Pillen, who op-
posed such legalization) have 
slow-walked the process of 
adopting regulations to start 
distributing cannabis to qual-
ifying persons. 
Lawmakers passed a bill 

earlier this month to allow 
regulation of prescribing can-
nabis, but it might be another 
year before any marijuana ac-
tually gets to patients. 
And then there’s questions 

about where doctors will pre-
scribe or recommend med-
ical pot. A bill to give them 
immunity from lawsuits or 
disciplinary complaints – 
say, from someone who still 
thinks voters were wrong to 
approve medical marijuana 
– was blocked by opponents 
of medical cannabis. So docs 
will be fair game.
The jury’s still out on wheth-

er medical marijuana is effec-
tive medicine. People who 
have tried it for pain relief 
and to reduce seizures swear 
by it. But scientific studies 
are lacking.
Still, I think regulators can 

keep the stuff – which seems 
clearly harmful for kids – out 
of the wrong hands. And the 
vote at the ballot box was 
crystal clear – people want 
the option of marijuana as 
medicine. 
I think we’re in sad shape 

when state lawmakers can 
alter something passed by 

citizens after deciding that 
“those silly voters” really 
didn’t mean that.
The State Constitution is 

pretty clear – the Legislature 
cannot “amend, repeal, mod-
ify, or impair” laws adopted 
by citizen initiatives, unless 
they can get 33 votes out of 
the 49-senator Unicameral.
The petition drive now un-

derway is organized by a 
group called “Respect Ne-
braska Voters,” that had spent 
more than $1 million through 
the end of March for a swarm 
of paid petition gatherers and 
a flurry of mailers reading 
“When we vote, it’s not a 
suggestion.”
Their main donor to the 

campaign  – $500,000 — was 
the Nebraska Donor Alliance, 
a nonprofit group committed 
to “democracy building” run 
by former State Sen. Adam 
Morfeld of Lincoln. Other 
major donors are also Ne-
braska-based groups. 
I agree with the Respect 

Nebraska Voters folks that 
it ought to be hard for state 
lawmakers to alter something 
passed by voters.
But whether the number of 

votes required by the State 
Legislature to change citi-
zen-passed laws should be 
raised from the current two-
thirds (33) of the 49-member 
Unicameral to four-fifths (40) 
is another question.
Forty out of 49 is a mighty 

high bar, requiring almost all 
senators to agree on chang-
es. At least it’s a change the 
“second house” would have 
to approve. 
Paul Hammel has covered the 

Nebraska state government and 
the state for decades. Prior to 
his retirement, he was senior 
contributor with the Nebraska 
Examiner. He was previously 
with the Omaha World-Herald, 
Lincoln Journal Star and Oma-
ha Sun.  A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling 
and writing about the state.
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DOWN
1.Can opener
2. Crowd’s judgement
3. Tubby little cubby
4. Enclose within a cyst
5. W.E.B Du Bois’s org.
6. Assuage
7. Spa treatment
8. 2016 western “____ or High 
Water”
9. Type of shark
10. Not Miss or Ms
12. Influenza
13. Sandbar
14. *Cardiac, smooth or skeletal 
ones
19. Quickly fry
22. Knightly title
23. *Cerebellum location
24. Two under on one hole
25. Look forward to
26. *Kissing disease?
27. Having two parts
28. Beatles: “He’s ____ ____ no-
where man” (2 words)
29. Plural of #26 Down
32. *12 pairs of these
33. Rip off
36. *a.k.a. kneecap
38. Mr. T’s team
40. Comic book cry
41. Unlocks the gate
44. Andrew Webber’s middle 
name
46. Forcefully grabs
48. *Blood filter
49. S-shaped moldings
50. “The ____ for Red October”
51. Greek god of war
52. Strip of wood
53. Breakfast spot?
54. Spelling or Kelly
55. Biathlon equipment
58. One less than jack

ACROSS
1.  *A or O, to blood
5. Catch a wink
8. “Don’t know what to say” 
sound
11. Eon, alt. sp.
12. Severe blow
13. *Blood ____, type of blood 
test
15. Eastern ____, 1947-1991
16. *Respiratory rattling
17. Enormous ones
18. *Annual exam
20. Largest city of Norway
21. Like a romantic movie?
22. *Anatomical pouch
23. Work over with fists (2 
words)
26. Levee next to water mill
30. Not cooked
31. What a terrorist wants to 
spread
34. Continental currency
35. Wide open
37. Charged particle
38. Colorado resort
39. Hipbones
40. Recede, as in tide (2 words)
42. Laos resident
43. Stinging shrub, pl.
45. Handrail’s main supports
47. Caribou kin
48. Relating to a lobe
50. Saint’s topper
52. *L in ACL
55. Bad-tempered
56. Affirm with confidence
57. Stain on Santa
59. Work the dough
60. Tiger Woods’ pegs
61. Ruptured
62. “____ my party, and I’ll cry 
if I want too...”
63. Store posting, abbr.
64. *Largest organ

All things Nebraska
Anger rises over changes made in 

citizen-adopted laws

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: HEAD TO TOE

By Patti Berg-Poppe, MPT, Ph.D. and Shana Cerny, OTD, 
OTR/L, BCP

Health care professionals enter every patient encounter with 
the goal of helping individuals heal, yet many don’t realize 
how often past adversity shapes the way a person experiences 
care. Trauma, whether from childhood experiences, medical 
procedures, accidents, interpersonal harm or environmen-
tal conditions, doesn’t remain a distant memory. It becomes 
embedded in the body through biobehavioral adaptations that 
influence posture, muscle tension, breathing patterns, nervous 
system sensitivity and low body safety. When we understand 
that trauma lives not only in stories but also in tissues and re-
flexes, we begin to see why a trauma-informed approach is 
essential for building trust.

Trauma and adverse experiences are more common than we 
may realize. More than two-thirds of the patients that health 
care providers encounter in practice are likely to have experi-
enced trauma in some form. Trauma‑informed care should be 
a universal precaution, guiding providers to assume that any 
patient may have a history of adversity, even if it is never dis-
closed. This mindset shifts the focus from “What’s wrong with 
you?” to “What’s happened to you, and how is it affecting your 
health today?” For clinicians who rely on touch, such as phys-
ical and occupational therapists, physicians, nurses and prima-
ry care professionals, this awareness is especially important. 
Touch can be grounding and healing, but it can also activate 
the sympathetic nervous system, triggering a stress response 
before a patient has words to explain why.

Trust becomes the foundation of the therapeutic alliance, and 
trust is built through safety, predictability and respect. Trau-
ma‑informed practice encourages providers to slow down, 
explain what they are doing and invite patients into shared 
decision‑making. Simple actions, such as asking permission 
before touching, checking in about comfort, offering choices 
and being transparent about what comes next, signal to the ner-
vous system that the environment is safe. These small shifts 
can reduce physiological stress responses and create space for 
true healing.

Research on trauma‑informed health care highlights how 
past adversity can influence patient engagement, adherence 
and outcomes. When patients feel overwhelmed, misunder-
stood or rushed, they may appear “non‑compliant,” when in 
reality their nervous system is doing its best to protect them. A 
trauma‑informed lens helps clinicians interpret these reactions 
not as resistance but as communication. It encourages us to 
look beyond the symptom in front of us and consider the whole 
person, including their history, their stress load, their strengths 
and their goals.

Holistic care means recognizing that physical symptoms 
rarely exist in isolation. Pain, fatigue, dizziness and muscle 
tension often have emotional and neurological components. 
When providers acknowledge this mind‑body connection, pa-
tients feel seen rather than dismissed. They’re more likely to 
share concerns, ask questions and participate actively in their 
care. This collaboration strengthens the therapeutic alliance, 
which research consistently links to better health outcomes 
across disciplines.

Trauma‑informed practice is not a specialty; it’s a skill-set. It 
requires curiosity, humility and a willingness to adapt. It asks 
clinicians to be mindful of their tone, body language and pace. 
It reminds us that healing happens in relationships, and that 
every interaction, every moment of touch, every explanation, 
and every pause can either reinforce safety or erode it.

When we approach patients with the assumption that their 
bodies carry stories we cannot see, we create conditions where 
trust can grow. And when trust grows, so does the capacity for 
healing.

Patti Berg-Poppe, MPT, Ph.D., is a physical therapist, professor, and 
Chair of the Department of Physical Therapy at the University of South Da-
kota. She has published on trauma‑informed care, including work examining 
how adverse childhood experiences influence patient engagement and how 
trauma‑aware practices can strengthen therapeutic relationships. Her writ-
ing and teaching emphasize the importance of trust, safety and respectful 
communication in all health care interactions. Shana Cerny, OTD, OTR/L, 
BCP, is an occupational therapist and associate professor in the Department 
of Occupational Therapy at the University of South Dakota. Her research, 
service and teaching interests revolve around trauma-informed care, includ-
ing publication of practice guidelines for trauma-informed occupational 
therapy, interventions for individuals after exploitation, and the effectiveness 
of a trauma-informed care curriculum for multi-disciplinary care providers. 
She is a Trust-Based Relational Intervention® Educa-tor and co-creator of 
the Child & Adult Advocacy Studies graduate certificate at the University of 
South Dakota. Follow The Prairie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org.

Cultivating Trust: A Trauma-Informed 
Approach to the Therapeutic Alliance
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 75 Years Ago, April 29, 1951 to May 5, 1951
Two visitors in Rulo were slugged into submission by Marshal Glen Kelley when they al-

legedly resisted his attempt to arrest one of them for disturbing the peace. The Rulo officer 
quickly got control of the situation and hauled the two into police court. 

The Al G. Kelly and Miller Bros. Circus was coming to town. It was the first big circus to 
come to the area in nearly seven years. It consisted of 18 elephants, 127 horses and a menagerie 
of over 200 animals, including lions, tigers, zebras and bears. The attraction gave performances 
at the Towle Show Grounds south of town. 

Four Tiger track athletes qualified for the state track meet at the Class B District Meet in 
Crete. The list included Dick Wickiser, Tom Percell, Frank Falloon and Doug Gibson. Wickiser 
advanced in the long jump and 440, Fallon in the shot put, Percell in the 220 and Gibson in the 
120 hurdles. Bill Dorste, trying for a return trip to state, placed fourth in the mile. 

Four Humboldt athletes also qualified for the state track meet in Class C. Paul Burgett quali-
fied in the mile, Lee Ogle in the 180-yard low hurdles, Clayton Workman in the discus, and Dick 
Lafferty in the shot put. 

Two hundred and twenty-six people attended the dinner at the Masonic temple, which marked 
the conclusion of an educational conference for lodges in this area. 

Phil Slagle, son of Mr. and Mrs. J.L. Slagle, was in satisfactory condition after receiving lac-
erations about the face in an auto accident north of Auburn. The Peru State student was traveling 
with four fellow students in a blinding rainstorm and struck Auburn Sheriff George Kelley’s car 
broadside. 

A small twister caused damage on the Hugh Church and Sam Schmidt farms in the Nims City 
vicinity. Several outbuildings and a shed were damaged. 

The Board of Commissioners moved to ease Falls City’s parking situation by adding a park-
ing area on the northeast side of the courthouse. The additional parking area would be about 40 
square feet and estimated to cost less than $700. 

Steady Stream Cherry, a registered Holstein cow owned by Milton Bletscher, took top honors 
in the annual Black and White show of the Southeast Nebraska Holstein-Friesian Association 
at City Park. 

Humboldt High School was set to graduate 34 students at commencement exercises. Virginia 
Kalous was president of the class, Don Fairbanks was vice president, and Lenore Sandfort was 
secretary. 

Edwin S. Towle, speaking for his family, offered a free site for a manufacturing company that 
would employ 20 or more people. 

50 Years Ago, April 29, 1976 to May 5, 1976
A photo of Rule’s Barber Shop, located where Tim Zinn’s shop was presently located, ap-

peared on the front page of the Journal. The barbershop included five barber chairs. 
Coast to Coast in Falls City advertised quarts of 10w40 Quaker State oil on sale for 69 cents 

and Pennzoil SAE 30 for 59 cents. 
Election of officers was held when the South School PTA met in the multi-purpose room. Mrs. 

Clifford Elwonger was elected president, Mrs. Dale Hanika, vice president; Mrs. Merle Veigel, 
secretary; and Mrs. Dale Huettner, treasurer. 

Mr. and Mrs. Tom Hillyard celebrated their 60th anniversary with a family dinner held at 
Breezy Hill. 

The winners of the Ladies’ Thursday Afternoon Bowling League was Breezy Hill Steak 
House. The champs were Ann Dorste, Jackie Graves, Nancy McKim and Shirley Milam. 

The records kept falling for the Tiger track teams. Lisa Mann became the third fastest runner 
in the state in the 880, setting a new school record of 2:23.8, erasing her mark set earlier in the 
year. 

Approximately 200 youngsters attended the Elks Youth Breakfast, the first event on the Elks 
Youth Week schedule. 

The DV junior high boys track team won its third straight Homesteader Conference champi-
onship at Table Rock. Bill Lyons set a new record in the pole vault, clearing 9-0. Gary Huettner 
set a record in the 880, winning in 2:24.1, while also setting a new mark in the mile, winning in 
5:15.8. Lori Karas set a record in the 100, winning in 12.1. 

Keith Mehlin, son of Mr. and Mrs. Jerry Mehlin of Stella, was named Outstanding Law En-
forcement Officer of the year by the Council Bluffs, Iowa, Jaycees. 

Herman Shestak announced that he had sold Shestak’s Drug Store at 1610 Stone Street to Ken 
Kunce, who had moved to Falls City from Onawa, Iowa. 

Presidential contenders were slated to make stops in Nebraska. The list included President 
Ford, Sen. Frank Church, and former California Governor Ronald Reagan. 

Sacred Heart’s two-mile relay team set a school record at the Galaxy Conference Meet. The 
team of John McGuire, Bob Aitken, John Cowan and Phil Froeschl ran an 8:40.0. Meanwhile, 
at the same meet, Humboldt’s Paul Heim set new conference marks of 14.9 in the 120-yard-high 
hurdles and 20.5 in the 180-yard lows. 

Nine bids were submitted for the Grandview Park project. The Southeast Construction firm 
of Auburn submitted the low bid of $203,299.50. The project provided a storm sewer to replace 
Rhine Creek from 14th to 8th Street. 

25 Years Ago, April 29, 2001 to May 5, 2001
Peru State College celebrated its commencement exercises with the awarding of only the fifth 

honorary doctorate in the college’s over 130-year history. Petroleum industry scientist and Peru 
St. Alum Marlan W. Downey received the Honorary Doctor of Science Degree. Downey was a 
native of Falls City and a 1952 graduate of Peru State. 

Dawson-Verdon principal John Eickhoff was retiring after 28 years at DV, the last 10 of which 
were spent as principal. He was referred to as Dawson-Verdon’s strongest pillar. Eickhoff was a 
1962 graduate of Falls City Sacred Heart and a 1966 Peru State College graduate.

The Sacred Heart Lady Irish won their ninth consecutive conference title in winning the Pi-
oneer Conference track title with 93 points. On the boys’ side, Irish senior Branden Bonk set a 
meet record with a throw of 166-10 in the discus. The school record of 171-3 was set by Matt 
O’Grady in 1994. 

Vietnam Veterans of America, Chapter 455, sponsored an essay contest on the Korean War. 

the transformers that were 
taken down are being do-
nated to a lineman school 
because they haven’t been 
produced since the 1950s. 
“What we’ve invested in 

Falls City has taken us from 
the 1950s to now, we’re in 
modern day,” said Leyden. 
In other news, the Board 

heard a quarterly report 
from EDGE Director Lu-
cas Froeschl. Froeschl sup-
plied updates to the Council 
regarding Nebraska Rural 
Generation, Citroniq and the 
transmission line project. 
He also stated that the Fam-

ily Fare building has been 
listed for sale at $600,000, 
with hopes of selling to a lo-
cal buyer. 
“We are trying to use some 

of these announcements 
and these projects that have 
committed to us, as a way, 
you know, to get the project 
that we want and we deserve 
here,” said Froeschl. “It’s 
given Falls City a chance 
to try to get you know, a 
retailer or a second grocery 
store.” 
Froeschl noted that Dollar 

Fresh had upped its deliver-
ies to four times per week, 
up from two, to handle de-
mand. 
As he continued, he ad-

vised the Board that EDGE 
has received over 50 appli-
cations for the Owner-Oc-
cupied grant program, of 
which 20 awards will be 
approved. He also noted 
that EDGE will be hosting a 
Community Housing Event 
at the Falls City Elks Lodge 
on May 20th, beginning at 
5:30 p.m. The event will be 
used to discuss new con-
struction housing options, 
introduce development 
plans and obtain feedback 
from the community. 
Next, the Council approved 

a dual representation pow-
er plant structure discov-
ery contract with the Baird 
Holm Law Firm. Froeschl 
stated that David Levy has 
been identified as the “pre-
mier public power attorney 
in the state.” 
Froeschl continued, “He’s 

the one who knows the law 
the best, and so this is a re-
quest for a dual representa-
tion contract with Nebraska 
Rural Generation.”
Froeschl said the Board of 

Public Works requested this 
agreement to move forward 
with a potential submission 
for a power plant. Froeschl 
stressed that none of this 
will come at the expense of 
ratepayers and that it is sep-
arate from the transmission 
line project that is in the 
works. 
A discussion was held and, 

eventually, approved, to 
conduct a controlled burn 
for training purposes at 824 
McLean Street. The area in 
question is a corner lot and 
has had the asbestos re-
moved. 
Jon McQueen from the 

Fire Department said he has 
been working with Froeschl 
on the possibility, and his 
volunteers are excited to use 
the house for training. 
Councilperson Leyden 

motioned, contingent on li-
ability insurance that will 
cover the city and landbank, 
to approve the burn. The 
motion passed 6-0. 
A public hearing was held 

to consider approving a 
chicken permit application 
at 1601 McLean Street. 
After no public input, the 
Council voted in favor of 
the application 6-0. 
The Board also approved 

the appointment of Jeff 
Palik, A Class A Superin-
tendent License S-1269 
and Engineering License 
E-13167, as the City Street 
Superintendent for the re-

mainder of the 2026 calen-
dar year. 
Action on discussing bids 

for municipal waste man-
agement for Falls City was 
tabled on a 6-0 vote. 
Administrator Jorn said 

he’d like a chance to review 
the bids more in depth and 
bring back a recommenda-
tion for the Council. 
A request by Jorn to change 

capital assets with an initial 
individual cost of $1,500 to 
$5,000 or more, with an es-
timated useful life of more 
than one year, was approved 
on a 6-0 vote. 
The Council also approved 

an on-call agreement with 
Miller & Associates, Con-
sulting Engineers. Accord-

ing to Trevor Campbell, to 
receive engineering cost re-
imbursement through some 
funding mechanisms, “You 
have to show that you’ve 
properly procured an engi-
neer.” 
Campbell continued say-

ing that having an engineer 
on call for water and waste-
water is similar to having 
Olsson as an engineer for 
the streets. 
Finally, the Council ap-

proved a request for a leave 
of absence from Vernon 
Coy and a request to carry 
over unused vacation time 
from Megan Stamper. 
With nothing further on the 

agenda, the meeting was ad-
journed at 6:50 p.m.

204 E 7th St – 2 3-wheeled bikes, swimming pool filter, lots of 
misc.
1410 E 14th St (4-Corners) – Fri 12-6, Sat 8-4, Sun 10-4. Old 
Windmill Antiques furniture reduction sale! CHEAP PRICES! 
Dressers, hutches, end tables, tables & chairs, desks, com-
modes, secretaries, trunks, nightstands, mirrors & much more
1410 E 14th St (4-Corners) – Fri 12-6, Sat 8-4, Sun 10-4. Wom-
en’s & men’s clothing & accessories, Barbies, tools, household 
items, dishes, vintage & collectable items, tables & chairs, desk, 
gardening items, toys, vintage car parts & much more!
718 E 16th St – Fri 9-5 & Sat 8-4. Boy’s & toddler girl’s clothes, 
baby items, like new glass top stove, household items, décor, fur-
niture, craft items, dishes, & misc. New items added throughout 
the day! All proceeds go towards Fenn’s service dog!
910 E 17th St – Fri & Sat 8-4. Window air conditioner, jewelry, 
designer bags, antiques, toys, furniture
117 E 17th St (inside Blessedx3 Boutique) – Fri 4-8 & Sat 
8-4. Men’s name brand clothes, kid’s clothes, jewelry, household 
items
1700 Harlan St – First United Methodist Church – Thu 4-8, Fri 
8-8, Sat 8-12. Home items, décor, holiday, dishes
1216 E 17th St – Fri 4-7, Sat 8-4, Sun 10-2. Women’s, teen girl’s, 
men’s, and boy’s (6M-5T) new and used clothing (mostly under 
$3!), new gift items, home décor, toddler items, toys, wooden 
kid’s play kitchen, coffee & side table set
1002 E 18th St – Sat 9-4. Trolling motor, set of 4 bar height 
swivel chairs, 8’ Christmas tree, 32” TV, extension cords, 3-draw-
er storage container, fishing pole storage unit, decorative items, 
puzzles, Christmas decorative boxes, other misc.
1914 Morton St – Fri 12-5 & Sat 8-4. Baby girl’s clothing NB-3/6 
mo, baby swings, women’s XL-plus size clothing, men’s big & tall 
clothing, toys, household items
1402 E 19th St – Fri 4-7 & Sat 8-4. Women’s, men’s and youth 
clothing, home décor, Christmas items
2018 Valley Ave – Little girl’s clothes, toys, household items, 
books, lawn utility cart, patio table & chairs, baby items
916 St. Mary’s Ave – Kitchen items, Tupperware, lots of miscel-
laneous!
924 Charles St – Sat 8-2. Household miscellaneous, clothes & 
jewelry
2412 Morton St – Fri 3-?, Sat 9-? - 2017 31ft 5th Wheeler Cou-
gar Lite, snowblower, and miscellaneous
2403 Lane St – Men’s clothing, women’s clothing & shoes, baby 
boy clothes, baby items, misc. house items
226 E 26th St – Clothes of all sizes (lots with tags on!), house-
hold items, furniture, antiques
2712 McLean St – Multi-Family Sale! Women’s, toddler & baby 
clothes, shoes, household items, décor, holiday items, lots of misc!
1912 Stone St – Fri 8-4 & Sat 8-4. Radial arm saw, misc. tools, 
7 ½’ lighted Christmas tree, records, bed frame, telephone chair, 
dolls, big men’s & ladies clothing
2224 Stone St – Fri 8-3 & Sat 8-12. Men’s, Women’s & Girl’s 
clothing, gymnastics mat, clarinet, drum set, sports gear, guitar 
hero drum set, toys, kitchen items, home & holiday décor
2205 Chase St – Fri 8-4 & Sat 8-4. Class C Camper, furniture, 
fishing items, jewelry, household goods, cast iron, kitchen items
2421 Stone St (in alley) – Fri 10-4 & Sat 10-4. Golf clubs, ice au-
ger, patio heater, household décor, TVs, books, clothes & more!
510 W 19th St – Fri 4:30-7 & Sat 8-4. Books, movies, toys, kitch-
enware, household items, clothing, accessories, jewelry
2023 Abbott St – Mix of everything! Baby & kid’s items, clothing, 
furniture, household items
2114 Hiland Ave – Women’s clothing, charcoal grill, Chiefs grill, 
smoker, antique lanterns, flowerpots
2315 Schoenheit St – Fri 5-7 & Sat 8-12. Moving Sale - Ev-
erything’s got to go! Men’s, Women’s & Boy’s clothes & shoes, 
household items, furniture, décor and more!
2319 Schoenheit St – Friday 5-? & Sat 8-12. Multi-family sale! 
Kid’s, men’s and women’s clothing, home décor,
2616 Chase St – Fri & Sat 8-4. Women’s S & M clothes, boy’s 
clothes, baby girl’s clothes, baby items, home décor, toys, soft-
ball/baseball stuff, dishes and lots more!
2624 Chase St – Fri 5-?, Sat 8-4, Sun 8-? Women’s medium 
clothes, girl’s size 10 clothes, men’s medium-XL clothes, home 
décor, misc. household items
2602 Hiland Ave – Kid’s clothes, toys & more!
2723 Crook St – 10 speed 26” bike & helmet, sewing machines, 
cloth, garden pots, nut pick-up tool, spray paints, TV trays, 
clocks, wall sconces, board games, new toaster oven, kitchen 
tools, size S women’s clothing,
2101 Victory Way – Fri 6-8 & Sat 8-4. Furniture, household 
items, plus size women’s clothing

Vietnam War veteran Ger-
ald Fritz presented scholar-
ship checks to winners Sarah 
James and Jeff Huppert. 

Twelve top-ranking stu-
dents from Falls City and 
Sacred Heart were saluted 
at the Rotary Club’s Honors 
Night banquet held at the 
Oasis. Winning scholarships 
were Trisha Mullins, Andrew 
Hopp, Lisa Palmer and Dev-
on Kottich. 

Two former Falls City 
High School football stand-
outs signed letters of intent to 
play for Doane College. 2000 
graduate Jordan Cudney and 
2001 graduate Shane Vollmer 
signed their names to play at 
Crete. 

Earning State FFA Degrees 
were Ben Scott, Don Kafer 
and Jake Riger, while Ash-
ley Eickhoff earned a Bronze 
Medal in the FFA Job Inter-
view Competition at the State 
Agricultural Education Con-
test. 

The Sac & Fox Trad’n Post 
advertised unleaded gas for 
$1.54 and Diesel for $1.35 
per gallon. 

Rodney Knaup and Brian 
Daake, owners of the Dorr 
Funeral Home, announced 
that, as of May 1, they had 
acquired the Clark Funeral 
Home. 


