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CANDIDATES
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| ELECTION 2026
Falls City Journal

Sheriff race candidates share
positions in Journa/ Q&A

As the May 12,2026 Primary Election approaches, the
Falls City Journal is providing voters with a closer look
at the candidates seeking local office, including Rich-
ardson County Sheriff, Falls City Mayor and Falls City
City Council Ward 2.

Polls will be open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. on Election
Day, with early voting available through the Richardson
County Clerk’s Office.

As part of this feature series, each candidate was asked
the same set of questions. Responses are printed exact-
ly as submitted, with no edits made by the newspaper,
to allow readers to review each candidate’s positions in
their own words ahead of the election. (Minor edits have
been made to the candidates introductions.)

Nicholas Aitken, was born and raised in Richard-

son County, where he says he developed a deep appre-
ciation for helping others, as well as the people, values,
and way of life in the community. He has experience in
law enforcement, fire, EMS, and emergency communi-
cations which he says has provided him with a broad
public safety background, and a firsthand understanding
of the challenges our county faces.

1. What are your top three priorities for the Richard-
son County Sheriff’s Office?

My top three priorities are improving leadership and
employee retention, strengthening relationships with
other agencies and our community, and providing ef-
ficient law enforcement functions in all areas without
placing unnecessary tax burden on the County. A Sher-
iff’s Office should not be defined by one single focus or
by jail numbers alone.

2. How will you handle transparency and public ac-
cess to information, including reporting of incidents and
communication with residents in Falls City and rural
parts of the County?

Transparency starts with being open, honest, and pro-
active. I believe in timely and accurate reporting of in-
cidents and making information accessible to residents
across the County in its entirety. There are times when
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information must be limited due to legal or investiga-
tive reasons, but that should never be used as an excuse
to withhold information unnecessarily. I also believe in
improving two-way communication. Residents and em-
ployees should feel comfortable bringing forward con-
cerns and know they will be heard. That includes being
present in the community and communicating clearly.
Trust is built through transparency, and I believe such
trust is essential for effective law enforcement.

3. What is your plan to recruit, train and retain dep-
uties, and how will you manage those costs within the
County budget while maintaining adequate coverage for
both town and rural areas?

Recruitment and retention start with leadership. We
need to make the Sheriff’s Office a place where people
want to work and stay. I don’t want to have to ‘sell” our
agency to prospective employees or promise someone
the world to entice them to relocate here. I want individ-
uals who want to move here, work as a team, and have a
positive impact on our community. While many law en-
forcement officers and other employees have moved to
the area and made a positive impact in our community, |
also believe local candidates often have a greater likeli-
hood of remaining here and building a career committed
to serving Richardson County for the long term. I don’t
want our County to just be a ‘steppingstone’ for candi-
dates to leave for a larger agency. Turnover is expensive.
Recruiting, hiring, and training new deputies requires a
significant investment of time and taxpayer dollars. A
revolving door of employees imposes an unnecessary
financial burden on the community and weakens the ef-
fectiveness of law enforcement services provided to the
public. When employees leave, that investment is lost
and the process starts over. By improving leadership and
retention, we reduce those costs and maintain a more
experienced, effective workforce. I will focus on build-
ing relationships with potential candidates, while also
prioritizing consistency and ongoing training for cur-
rent employees. I will also ensure that concerns brought
forth by employees do not fall on deaf ears. Training is

CANDIDATES -Page 3

Talk of placing cameras in
county vehicles still ongoing

The Richardson County Board of Commissioners met
at the courthouse on Wednesday, April 15, for a regu-
larly scheduled meeting. Commissioners Caverzagie,
Karas, and Campbell answered the roll call.

Highway Superintendent Steve Darveau, Jr. updated
the Board on work underway throughout the county.
Darveau advised the Board that he would send a notice
to a county resident who installed driveways on their
property but didn’t use proper drainage tubing. Mr.
Darveau said he would give the property owner 30 days
to fix the issue, or the county will remove the tube and
charge the individual for the labor. Darveau said it ap-
pears irrigation pipe was used, which the county doesn’t
allow.

Darveau also said the project’s engineer and state offi-
cials worked out the issues with NPPD regarding mov-
ing power lines for a project near Stella.

When asked about the GPS camera system, Darveau
said he hasn’t moved forward yet.

Mr. Darveau said he reached out to Otoe County, which
has cameras that record only when an incident occurs.
The cameras can go back 20 seconds before an inci-
dent and show the recording. The cost could drop from
$52.70 per camera to about $10, mostly due to storage
costs. Darveau said he would continue to explore op-
tions before pulling the trigger.

Next, Sheriff Hardesty met with the Board to discuss
business at the Law Enforcement Center. Hardesty said
the jail currently has 18 inmates. He also presented his
monthly report, noting 611 calls were fielded in March,
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Voters urged to check voter
registration ahead of Nebraska
Primary Election

Persons wanting to vote in the upcoming Nebraska Pri-
mary Election, May 12, 2026, are urged to check their
voter registration status to make certain they are regis-
tered at the correct address and affiliated with the polit-
ical party for which they are going to cast their nomina-
tion ballot.

Voters may check their registration at https://www.vo-
tercheck.necvr.ne.gov or by contacting the Richardson
County Clerk’s Office at 402-245-2911 ext 3.

Voter registration will be taken in person at the Office
of the Richardson County Clerk during regular business
hours through Friday, May 1 and on that day the office
will remain open until 6:00 p.m. This is the deadline for
registering to vote before the Primary Election.

Registering to vote can also be done online through
Monday, April 27, 2026, on the Nebraska Secretary of
State - Voter Registration Portal.

Early voting is now available in the office of the Rich-
ardson County Clerk’s Office from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. The office will also be open until 6:00 p.m. on Fri-
day, May 1 for early voting.

Early voting applications are also available to request
that your ballot be mailed to you if you are unable to
vote at your regular polling place on Election Day. An
application form can be obtained on the Richardson
County website www.richardsoncounty.ne.gov.

Please contact the County Clerk’s Office at 245-2911
ext 3 if you have further questions or need more infor-
mation regarding the 2026 Elections.
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-BPO DOES Annual Spring Luncheon,
24 TIAM-1PM at the Elks Lodge.

-County Courthouse will be closed 29

in observance of Arbor Day.
-Nebraska Bank Open House, 4:30-
25 7:30PM-3003 Bill Schock Blvd.

-Wolf River Nursery Open House, MAY. 6

9AM-6PM. -Theodore Bebermeyer-Big Iron
Online Auction.
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Pay using Venmo!
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23 THURSDAY NOON DEADLINE for
the following week's paper.
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the following week’s paper.
Returning to the normal Friday
by noon deadline on Moy 8.
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Old age, only 10 years

By Dr. Becca Jordre

Every year I ask my students, “How old is old?” The
answers vary, but the most honest response I’ve ever re-
ceived came from a patient who said, “Old is 10 years
older than my age.” We all tend to push aging just out of
reach, as though it belongs to someone else.

As a physical therapist, professor and researcher in ag-
ing, I see the consequences of that distance every day.
When we mentally place older adults in a separate cat-
egory, we give ourselves permission to speak and act
in ways that quietly do harm. We call someone an “old
lady” without pause. We dismiss a symptom as “expected
at your age.” We offer the well-meaning but quietly de-
flating compliment that someone is doing well “for their
age.” Each of these small moments narrows what we be-
lieve is possible for that person.

This is ageism. Generally unintentional, ever-present in
our society.

The problem is not acknowledging that aging brings real
changes. It does. Health conditions, pain, and mobility
challenges become more common with age, but not in
some uniform pattern that warrants focus on a number.
The problem is when age becomes the answer rather than
the starting point. When decline is the expectation, we
stop asking about goals, we stop noticing strengths and
we start designing lives around an assumed limitation.

Consider a common piece of advice: move to a sin-
gle-story home as you grow older. It sounds reasonable.
But research tells a more nuanced story. Studies have
found that those living in homes with stairs showed less
decline in physical function over time compared to those
without. Climbing stairs is demanding, repetitive physi-
cal work for the legs and heart. Removing that daily chal-
lenge in the name of safety may quietly accelerate the
very decline we hope to prevent.

This pattern holds more broadly. Research consistently
shows that vigorous exercise, not just gentle stretching
or slow walks, produces the greatest health benefits as
we age. Higher-intensity activity improves strength, bal-
ance, heart health and cognitive function in people well
into their 80s and 90s. When we steer older adults toward
only the lightest, most cautious forms of movement, we
deprive them of the very stimulus their bodies need. In
trying to protect, we inadvertently take away opportunity.

Language works the same way. When family members,
neighbors and health care providers speak as though
decline is inevitable, we coach people toward caution,
avoidance and withdrawal. Expectation shapes behavior,
and low expectations are their own kind of harm.

The answer is not to ignore age or pretend it doesn’t
matter. It is to treat aging as a human experience, seeing
a person not as a number but as an individual with unique
aspirations, interests and abilities.

None of us are exempt from aging. We are all just at dif-
ferent points on the same road. The assumptions we make
about older adults today are the assumptions that may one
day be made about us. That alone is reason enough to
think more carefully about what we say, what we recom-
mend, and what we decide is possible with each passing
year.

Dr. Jordre is a professor of physical therapy in the School of
Health Sciences at the University of South Dakota. She earned
her Doctor of Physical Therapy degree from Duke University
in 2002 and her Ph.D. in Health Sciences from the University
of South Dakota in 2021. She is board certified in Geriatric
Physical Therapy and is a Certified Exercise Expert for Aging
Adults. Her research centers on healthy aging, with a partic-
ular focus on athletes age 50 and older. Follow The Prairie
Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org
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All things Nebraska
Another legislative session in the books,
along with another budget crisis averted

By Paul Hammel, Re-
tired Senior Reporter for
Nebraska Examiner

Some State Capitol watch-
ers say they can’t relax until
state legislators go home for
the year.

As a reporter who chased
the occupants of the “Hall
of Hot Winds” for too many
decades, I can attest that the
fire drill-like finish to leg-
islative sessions leaves you
ready for something differ-
ent. Or a stiff drink.

Late-night  sessions —
which used to be a rarity —
are par for the course these
days, with debates extend-
ing 12 hours or more in the
waning days of a legislative
session.

Filibusters also used to be
as unusual as a soaking rain
in spring, but now are as
common as the migration of
the Sandhill cranes.

Reporters are notoriously
underpaid (so please keep
subscribing and contribut-
ing to this news source) but
you have to wonder how
state senators, who have
been paid $12,000-a-year
for the past 38 years, put up
with it.

They deserve araise, if you
ask me.

Senators went home last
week after a 60-day ses-
sion in which the crowning
achievement was closing a
monumental gap in state tax
revenue that grew to beyond
$600 million. Passing a bud-
get is really the only thing
they’re obligated to do.

The gap was created when
the projected collection of
state tax dollars fell far short
of funding government ser-
vices.

What happened? There
were some deep cuts passed
by the Legislature to reduce
state income taxes, which
has been a popular move in
many other states.

The cuts were scheduled
to be gradual under the law
passed in 2023. The state’s
top rate for individual in-
come tax, which had been
6.84%, 1s scheduled to
eventually drop to 3.99% by
the 2027 tax year. Corporate
tax rates are also scheduled
to fall to 3.99%.

Those were mighty deep
cuts —cuts I thought I’d nev-
er see in Nebraska where he
have many more cows and
land than tax-paying people
and corporations.

Lawmakers could have
done the easy thing to solve
the budget gap, by extend-
ing the gradual drop in in-
come taxes to say 2028 or
2029, thus preserving hun-
dreds of millions in tax rev-
enue. They could have also
increased cigarette taxes,
something that hasn’t been
done for 24 years, to come
up with more funds.

But instead Gov. Pillen and
the Gang of 49 again passed
a series of “sweeps” from
purportedly idle state re-
serve funds, along with cut-
ting some services, to solve
the second budget crisis in
the past two years.

(This is a solution, but a
pretty temporary one. You
can’t keep stealing from the
cookie jar forever, and it
looks like next year’s law-
makers will again be facing
another big budget gap.)

The biggest fight over this
year’s budget was over a
proposal by Gov. Pillen to
spend $7 million a year to
help families pay for private
and parochial schooling for
their kids until President
Trump’s tax credit for pri-
vate school tuition takes ef-
fect in 2027.

As I recall, state voters re-
jected the use of state funds
for private school tuition,
opting instead to use that

money for public education.
So, in the end, that proposal
failed, and rightly so. The
voters had spoken.

Pillen, meanwhile, berat-
ed legislators, writing in a
social media post that if he
ran “that show” (the Legis-
lature) their work would be
done by April 1, and that
lawmakers would be too
tired to “go out every night
drinking and eating” with
lobbyists picking up the tab.

(That’s pretty bold talk
from someone who is in hot
water, and the subject of a
law enforcement investiga-
tion, over the granting of a
$2.5 million, no-bid contract
to a lobbyist/friend. Wonder
if any eating and drinking
was involved?)

I often mused when I was
covering the Legislature
that I’d make things run
more smoothly if I ran “that
show.”

But I watched a lot of smart
Speakers of the Legislature
try, and fail, at their own ef-
forts of getting 49 senators
to get along better.

The bottom line is we have
a unique Unicameral where
debate, and disagreement, is
encouraged, and where you
can use the rules to block
progress and force a com-
promise.

It’s like herding cats. It
ain’t pretty always, but it
seems to work, even during
this last session.

And now that lawmakers
have gone home, we can re-
lax.

Paul Hammel has covered the
Nebraska state government and
the state for decades. Prior to
his retirement, he was senior
contributor with the Nebraska
Examiner. He was previously
with the Omaha World-Herald,
Lincoln Journal Star and Oma-
ha Sun. A native of Ralston,
Nebraska, he loves traveling
and writing about the state.
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SO WHERES MY
PROPERTY TAX
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: MATH 101

ACROSS

1. ¢ lamode

5. Westminster broadcaster
8. Lamb’s momma

11. Depression drifter

12. Alternative to truth

13. Like a Druid, e.g.

15. Verify

16. Flair

17. Avoid paying taxes

18. *Same as power in math
20. Surrender territory

21. Mini, midi or maxi

22. Longnosed fish
23.*Round #23 Down

26. Adverb derived from zone
30. Miner’s bounty

31. Curved like a foot

34. Mother Earth to Ancient
Greeks

35. Truck amounts
37.“___ theland of the free...”
38. Hitler’s Third

39. Capri, e.g.

40. Walked

42.Grande, e.g.

43. Remove scales

45. Accustomed, two words
47. Like arctic air

48. More capable

50. Tibetan priest

52. *Part of a whole number
55. Grinding tooth

56. Stare amorously

57. Hoofbeat sound

59. Garlic mayo

60. Kick out

61. Gossamer

62. *Pi’s second digit
63.High

64. “Brave New World” drug

DOWN

1.Half a particular dance

2. Past tense of heave

3. Type of mountain goat

4. Body six feet under

5. Harvest helper

6. Small goose

7.Abe’s coin

8. Exclamation of surprise, ar-
chaic

9. Do like fly fisherman

10. Between northeast and east
12. One who denies

13. Popular pie nut

14. *Sum divided by count

19. Southern cuisine pods

22. Apollo to ancient Greeks
23. *Three-dimensional object
24. Not poetry

25. Mends

26. *Whole number between -1
and 1

27. Scottish landowner

28. In accordance with law

29. Search engine pioneer

32. Pigeon’s home

33. H in British HMS

36. *Kind of point

38. Set to zero

40. Cunning

41. Pleasing to the ear

44. Ticks and mites, taxonomi-
cally speaking

46. Short for Fredericas

48. Lock horns

49. Popular craft wood

50. Under a fig leaf?

51. Gel producing plant
52.%0.3048 meters
53.Pastawith ___ and alio
54.“Cheers” regular

55. Cultural Revolution leader
58. Money in Myanmar
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“SeEz-I’ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

published.

Falls City, NE 68355.

We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-Is” All letters sent to the Falls
City Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification.

We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste,
libelous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be

Letters may be e-mailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street,
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75 Years Ago, April 22, 1951 to April 28, 1951

S.G. Harper took the lease on the building formerly occupied by the United Wholesalers at
1020 Stone Street and planned to open a café and grocery store in the near future.

Master Masons from six southeast Nebraska counties attended an “Area Meeting” in Falls
City sponsored by the Nebraska State Committee on Masonic Education.

Sixty-seven contestants ranging from sixth through eighth grade participated in a written
spelling contest. Sixth graders, Gary Ingram of Falls City School and Alice Bachman of Dist.
No. 91 tied for first. In the seventh grade, Jann Hoffman won with a perfect score. Her teacher
was Miss Glennis Albin of Salem.

The Jim Deems’ Men’s Shop at 1516 Stone Street was purchased by Frank G. Abbey of
Norton, KS.

Cecil Davis, coach at Stella, resigned his post and would be replaced by Archie Dean Chap-
man. In four years at Stella, Davis led his basketball teams to a 58-30 record.

After tabulating the “take” from four days of use, the new parking meters in Falls City gen-
erated $342. It was expected that the devices would average between $60-$70 per day.

Officers of Cub Scout Pack 391 were introduced in a meeting at the First Christian Church.
W.W. Marx was installed as chairman; Wayne Dunn as Cubmaster; Paul Gilkerson as assistant
Cubmaster; Verner Carlson as institutional representative, and Orval Von Seggern as achieve-
ment representative.

A grand total of 91 lads, 15 years of age and younger, attended a meeting at City Park to
show interest in playing baseball under the Junior Chamber of Commerce’s new summer
Midget program. Organizers Dean Niemann and Ernie Prosser were overwhelmed at the large
turnout.

Denmark agreed to allow the United States to operate radar, weather stations and air strips in
Greenland. The United States needed the use of Greenland for radar purposes to guard against
any possible aerial attacks from across the Pole.

For Sale---Oil at 14 1/8 cents per qt. in your container in 25 gal. lots. In five gal. lots, 14 %
cents per qt., plus federal tax. Also, tank-wagon service. Northview Conoco Station. Phone 27.

A natural gas storage tank in Maryville, MO, exploded, touching off a college dorm fire that
injured 50 female students. The blast shook residents from their beds and shattered half of
downtown’s store windows. Flames engulfed a three-story dormitory on the Northeast Mis-
souri State campus.

Mrs. AJ. Weaver of Falls City was chosen as state president of the P.E.O. Sisterhood at the
group’s state convention in McCook.

50 Years Ago, April 22, 1976 to April 28, 1976

The Falls City High School Mathematics team placed ninth in the state in the National Math-
ematics Contest. Tedd Gentry was the top member of the Tiger team, placing 19th highest in
the state.

The IGA Store at Dawson was broken into. Thieves pushed in the back door; however, it was
believed that nothing was taken.

Ralph Gilkerson, 30, was appointed a city fireman at a special meeting of the city council.
Gilkerson replaced his father, Don, who submitted his resignation.

Peru State College Football Coach Jerry Joy was the featured speaker at the annual South-
east Booster Club’s All-Sports Banquet.

The American Legion Auxiliary Post 102 selected Teresa Casey as the Girls State represen-
tative. Nora Cowles was named as the alternate.

In observance of Arbor Day, North School Elementary students planted three trees on the
school grounds.

A photo of the Tiger football team from 1917 was featured in The Journal. The team played
its games at City Park back then. Pictured were John Whetstein, Henry Bassett, Kennings Wy-
att, Wallace Abbey, William Keeling, Stacy Hoy, Charles James, Frank Kramer, Ernie Frehse,
William Gatz and Dewey Hoy. The coach was Chester A. Beavers. Bassett and Dewey Hoy
went on to play for the University of Nebraska, and Bassett later played professionally.

Morel mushrooms, measuring 8 % inches in length, were found in the Barada area by Brett
Hatfield.

Two buildings on the east side of the 1400 block of Stone Street were being demolished. The
south building belonged to the Downtown Modernization, Inc., while Miles, Morehead and
Weaver owned the north building.

Rhea Harshbarger and Paul Koehler were selected by the Shubert American Legion Post
and its Auxiliary to represent Southeast Nebraska Consolidated High School at Girls and Boys
State in Lincoln.

Patrick Hoy was among those receiving Air Force ROTC awards at the awards ceremony
held in Lincoln.

Miss Mary Findlay of Stella received her diploma from Bishop Clarkson Memorial Hospital
School of Nursing at the graduation ceremonies at Joslyn Memorial Art Museum.

Cudney’s Construction advertised poured concrete for basements, driveways, parking lots
and more. Orville and Glenn Cudney were the general contractors.

The Lady Tigers won a triangular at Jug Brown Stadium over Dawson-Verdon and Nebras-
ka City. Janice Kottich set a school record in the 100, winning in 11.8 seconds, while Susan
Leafty won the mile and Lisa Mann won the 880. Linda Schulze of DV won the long jump.

25 Years Ago, April 22,2001 to April 28,2001

Since its re-establishment in 1997, the Friends of the Library had contributed $13,648.81 to
the library through memberships and community donations. Board members included Nancy
Merz, Della Meyer, Linda Stout, Tracie Heckenlively, Krista Anderson and Jill Meyer.

In a decision that was scathing in its assessment of the actions of former sheriff Charles
Laux, the Nebraska Supreme Court unanimously affirmed Richardson County’s negligence in
the death of Brandon Teena and ordered a reconsideration of damages for which the county
would be liable. The 20-page ruling written by Chief Judge
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necessary, but keeping
good employees is the
most cost-effective  ap-
proach. I will also ensure
all funding is used as in-
tended so we can main-
tain adequate coverage for
the entire County without
placing unnecessary strain
on taxpayers.

Rick Hardesty Jr.,
is a 2016 graduate of the
Nebraska Law Enforce-
ment Training Center
and has been Richardson
County Sheriff since Au-
gust of 2019.

1. What are your top
three priorities for the
Richardson County Sher-
iff s Office?

My top three priorities
are public safety, strong
community relationships,
and supporting our depu-
ties.

Public safety always
come’s first. That means
being proactive, staying
visible, and making sure
both Falls City and our ru-
ral areas have the protec-
tion they deserve.

When I took over as
Sheriff, we had our work
cut out for us. We need-
ed to clean up the drug
problem and reestablish
systems that had to be
strengthened. I made a
promise to the people of
Richardson County that
we would take that head
on, make our communities
safer, and build something
that lasts long term. That’s
exactly what we have
done, and it continues to
be a top priority every sin-
gle day.

Second is building trust
and relationships with res-
idents in our county. Law
enforcement works best
when people know us and
feel comfortable reaching
out. We are committed to
being present, engaged,
and accessible so your
Sheriff’s office is part of
the community.

Third is supporting our
deputies. That means in-
vesting in training, giv-
ing them the tools they
need, and building a cul-
ture where good people
want to stay and serve this
county. Public safety is a
team effort, and I strive to
be a sheriff that supports
his team.

It’s about keeping Rich-
ardson County safe and
continuing to build on the
progress we have made to-
gether.

2. How will you handle
transparency and public
access to information, in-
cluding reporting of inci-
dents and communication
with residents in Falls
City and rural parts of the

county?

Transparency is essen-
tial to maintaining public
trust, and it’s something I
take seriously.

We will continue to pro-
vide timely and accurate
information through mul-
tiple channels, including
social media, press re-
leases, and coordination
with local media. When
incidents occur, our goal
is to communicate clearly
while also respecting on-
going investigations and
privacy laws.

We also recognize that
not everyone gets infor-
mation the same way,
especially in rural areas.
That is why we will con-
tinue direct outreach,
community meetings, and
coordination with local
leaders to make sure infor-
mation reaches all parts of
the county.

My approach is simple:
be open, honest, and ac-
cessible.

3. What is your plan to
recruit, train and retain
deputies, and how will you
manage those costs within
the county budget while
maintaining adequate
coverage for both town
and rural areas?

Recruitment and reten-
tion are ongoing challeng-
es in rural law enforce-
ment, so we have to be
deliberate in how we ap-
proach them.

We are focused on hir-
ing people who under-
stand our community and
want to serve here, while
also being proactive about
building a pipeline. One
approach we’re exploring
is partnering with Rich-
ardson County Schools
to create awareness and
career opportunities so lo-
cal students see a future in
law enforcement. We are
also looking at ways to
help cover academy train-
ing costs to remove barri-
ers for new hires.

Retention comes down
to leadership and quality
of life. We’re committed
to building a strong cul-
ture where deputies feel
respected and supported.
In a rural county, things
like take-home vehicles
and flexible scheduling
can make a meaningful
difference in keeping good
people long term.

From a budget stand-

point, we remain disci-
plined, look for efficien-
cies, and pursue outside
funding when possible so
we can maintain strong
coverage across both Falls
City and our rural areas.

COUNTY

-Continued from Page 1

including 335 traffic stops.
The Sheriff’s Department
made 23 arrests in March.
At 9:29, Commissioner
Karas moved to enter a
closed meeting with Hard-
esty, deputy trainee Can-
dace Cox, and Clerk Eick-
hoff to discuss a personnel
matter and to prevent need-
less injury to individuals’
reputations. The meeting
was reconvened to regular
session at 9:38. Hardesty
also discussed issues with a
2021 vehicle. It was decid-
ed to park the vehicle, strip
it out, and prepare it for
sale. The Sheriff also said
that the lowa Tribe wasn’t
interested in an MOU with
the county regarding how
law enforcement could and
would respond.

According to Hardesty,
the Iowa Tribe doesn’t have
an agreement with any sur-
rounding Sheriff’s Depart-
ments either. Hardesty said
it gets difficult because the
Iowa Tribe doesn’t always
respond to calls.

Jared Reimers, District
Coordinator for District
3, Congressman Adrian
Smith, updated the Board
on work being done in
Washington, D.C.

Remmers reported that
Smith has played a major
role in negotiations with
Japan and South Korea re-
garding their trade agree-
ments.

A subdivision was ap-
proved for Janet Warrick
McMullen, trustee of the
Janet Warrick McMullen
Trust, located in S17, T3,
R15.

Chairman Caverzagie
also moved to issue a state-
ment of background, in-
tent, and direction for sub-
mission to the Richardson
County Planning Commis-
sion to help develop a new
Comprehensive Plan. The
plan has not been updat-
ed in nearly 25 years. The
motion passed 3-0.

The Board also reviewed
the inventory reporting
policy and decided to leave
it unchanged.

The meeting was
journed at 10:31 a.m.

ad-

John V. Hendry determined the Laux’s conduct in the case
was “extreme and outrageous, beyond all possible bounds of
decency and is to be regarded as atrocious and utterly intoler-
able in a civilized community.”

University of Nebraska Assistant Football Coach Ron
Brown was scheduled to be the featured speaker at the Falls
City Sacred Heart Booster Club Athletic Banquet.

Falls City Middle School athlete Alissa Gyhra earned three
gold medals at the FC Middle School Invite. Gyhra won the
1600 (6:05.15), the 100-meter hurdles (17.9) and the 800m
(2:42.80).

Three two-man teams tied for the championship of the Falls
City Country Club’s season-opening golf tournament. Max
Milam and Tom Kopf, Ed Hartman and Bob Aitken, and
Steve Simon and Bart Keller, all fired 68s and split the cash
prize.

Falls City High School secretaries Sue Harmon and Joyce
Armbruster were pictured enjoying the new office at the
recently renovated school. The nearly $6 million project
wouldn’t be completely finished until October.

BPD Does president Dessie Scholl was pictured presenting
a $200 check from the organization to Dr. Tom Bartek of the
Falls City Recreation program.

Two Falls City students had their artwork shown at the 24th
annual Nebraska Habitat Stamp Art Contest. Sixth-grader Jay
Steinman was named a finalist in the junior division, and se-
nior Chrissy Hunzeker received an honorable mention.

Dorothy Price, activities coordinator at Falls City Care
Center, presented Sylvia Strasil with the Volunteer of the Year
Award.




