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the following week’s paper. 
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Journal adjusted deadlines for April
The Falls City Journal will operate under adjusted pro-

duction deadlines during the middle and end of April.
Due to scheduling changes, deadlines for April editions 

will move to Thursday at noon for three consecutive 
weeks. These deadlines apply to all content, including ad-
vertisements, legal notices and news items. Obituaries will 
be excluded.

The adjusted deadlines are: Thursday, April 16 for the 
April 22 edition.

Thursday, April 23 for the April 29 edition.
Thursday, April 30 for the May 6 edition.
The Journal will return to its regular Friday noon dead-

line beginning with the May 13 edition.
Those with questions about submissions or deadlines 

may contact nikki@fcjournal.net or Brian McKim in the 
office. Early submissions are welcome anytime.

The City Council met at City Hall 
on Monday, April 6, 2026, for a reg-
ularly scheduled meeting. Council-
persons Leyden and Ferguson were 
absent. 

The consideration of approving 
chicken permits for 2203 Crook 
Street and 2201 Hiland Avenue was 
approved. During the public hear-
ings, mayoral candidate Mark Ga-
laska addressed the Board, asking 
the Council to bring him up to speed 
on the chicken permits. The Council 
approved drafting an ordinance al-
lowing up to 10 chickens, no roost-
ers, and holding a public hearing for 
neighbors to address their concerns 
at the August 5, 2025, meeting. The 
Board heard the first reading of Or-
dinance 2025-106 at the August 18, 
2025, meeting, prohibiting all fowl 
except hen chickens and providing 
for the control of chickens within city 
limits. The Council voted to suspend 
the rules and moved to a third and fi-
nal reading of the ordinance, which 
passed 5-1. The full ordinance ran in 
the September 3, 2025, edition of the 
Falls City Journal. 

Galaska asked whether having to 
apply for a permit should be consid-
ered a hardship for taxpayers. 

Mayor Mark Harkendorff replied 
that nobody has complained about 
the need for the permits. 

Galaska thanked the Council for 
getting him up to speed and for the 
good comments. 

A public hearing was held regard-
ing an application for a Class I Liquor 
License for The Mane Attraction Sa-
lon & Spa at 1801 Chase Street. 

Sally Merz, the salon’s operator, in-

formed the Board that she was in the 
process of relocating her business to 
1801 Chase Street and hoped to ob-
tain a liquor license to serve alcoholic 
drinks to her customers. 

“It will not be a bar,” said Merz. “It 
will be a very simplistic situation.” 

The Council voted 6-0 to consid-
er approving the Class 1 Liquor Li-
cense. 

A request for a specially designated 
liquor license for April 29, 2026, at 
Nebraska Bank was approved 6-0. 

Robert Crofford, 1624 Fulton St., 
addressed the Council, pleading with 
them to enforce ordinances at 711 E 
17th Street in Falls City. 

Crofford told the Board that, before 
the current occupant moved in, the 
house was nice. He said the occu-
pant, Mark Galaska, has maintained a 
“jungle” of a yard, and it is filled with 
junk. He asked the city to do its job 
and enforce the ordinances. Accord-
ing to the request to be on the agenda, 
Crofford said: “Prior attempts from 
others in my neighborhood seem to 
have fallen on deaf ears.” 

Administrator Jorn said the City 
has spoken with Galaska and has giv-
en him two months to get everything 
cleaned out. If the property is not tak-
en care of, the City will come in and 
clean the property. 

The Council also approved a request 
from Falls City Chamber Director 
Amber Holle to close Chase Street, 
from 20th to 14th Street and provide 
patrol cars for a parade on July 4, 
2026. Holle said that, in conjunction 
with a celebration at the Falls City 
Jaycees Field south of town, many 
community members have expressed 

interest in a parade to mark the coun-
try’s 250th birthday. 

“I thought Chase would be a nice 
option with it being wider,” said Hol-
le. “Then the stores uptown could 
still have sales and things that week-
end and wouldn’t interfere with their 
parking spots.” 

The request passed unanimously. 
The Board voted 6-0 in favor of a 

request by Marcia Harmon to block 
off Business Parkway Road south of 
Highway 159 for extrication training 
on June 27, 2026. The stretch of road 
will be closed from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 
p.m. 

A discussion was also held regard-
ing waiving the rental fees for Prich-
ard Auditorium for the Falls City Fire 
Department, Falls City Ambulance 
Squad, the Humane Society, and the 
Richardson County Cancer Fund, Inc. 
Councilmember Frank Killingsworth 
said the groups contribute a lot to the 
community, and this would be a way 
to thank them for all they do. 

Administrator Jorn said there are 
many not-for-profit organizations in 
the area, and tax dollars cannot be 
used to support them. 

“So, this is a way I think he was 
thinking that we could give back to 
these organizations that are very im-
portant in our public lifesaving,” said 
Jorn. 

Councilperson Ruiz asked how the 
Council would prohibit others from 
attempting to use the auditorium 
without paying the rate fee. 

Former Councilmember and cur-
rent Chamber Director Amber Holle 
addressed the Board. 

She said she felt like the Council 

A new theatrical adaptation of Mari Sandoz’s “Capital 
City” is set to premiere at the Lied Center in Lincoln.
Showing at Prichard Auditorium April 16
By Tynan Stewart, Flatwater Free Press

It was the summer of 1940, and Mari Sandoz was done 
with Lincoln. 

The Nebraska-born author, who had lived in the cap-
ital off and on since 1919, denied her upcoming move 
to Denver meant she was “running away,” telling the 
Omaha World-Herald she was relocating to research 
her next book. But Sandoz also admitted that, yes, she 
had been getting angry phone calls for months. She 
had been hissed at and spit on in public. Someone had 
even slipped a threatening note under her door. She later 
described the contents to a reporter: “‘Better lay low. 
You’re the next candidate for a concentration camp.’”

The harassment started shortly after the publication 
of Sandoz’s second novel, “Capital City,” in 1939. The 
book, which satirized the politics and society of a fic-
tional Midwestern college town that closely resembled 

Lincoln, sold poorly but aroused the ire of her neighbors 
with its scathing depiction of a citizenry sympathetic to 
fascist movements in Europe.

“Sandoz was essentially run out of town for writing 
this book,” said Karim Muasher, an actor and theater 
director.

While Sandoz never moved back to Lincoln, her nov-
el will soon have a second shot in the Star City thanks 
to Muasher and his co-artistic director, Carrie Brown. 
Their New York-based theater company, Animal En-
gine, is producing a stage adaptation of “Capital City” 
that will premiere at the Lied Center on April 9. Muash-
er and Brown, along with their occasional collaborator 
Jay Dunn, wrote the script, designed the set and will also 
star in the production.

The Lied approached Animal Engine a few years ago 
to commission a Nebraska-focused work. Sandoz, as 
a historically significant Nebraska author, was a clear 
choice, and eventually they settled on “Capital City.”

“We were just completely taken by how relevant and 

-American Legion Post 102, FC
Fish Fry

27
-American Legion Post 102, FC
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May declared Community Action 
Month in Richardson County

The Richardson County Board of Commissioners met on 
Wednesday, April 8, 2026, for a regularly scheduled meeting 
at the courthouse. Commissioners Campbell, Caverzagie and 
Karas all answered the roll call. 

The Board met with Highway Superintendent Steve 
Darveau Jr. to discuss road and bridge maintenance being 
carried out throughout the county. 

Darveau informed the Board that the shed for the new shop 
in Verdon was delivered to the Falls City yard on Friday. 

He also said the department was currently finishing clean-
ing ditches between Dawson and Humboldt. He said any dirt 
they clean out of the ditches will be hauled to Verdon and 
stockpiled for use in leveling the new shop. 

He also informed the Board that with a bridge project near 
Stella, NPPD will need to move power lines. Darveau said 
the lines are in the way and will inhibit construction. 

Darveau said NPPD wants to get compensation for moving 
the lines. 

The Highway Superintendent said that if NPPD refuses to 
do what they are being asked, the project could be put in jeop-
ardy. 

“They (the lines) are within our right-of-way, and we have 
the right to have them move utilities at our discretion,” said 
Darveau. 

Darveau said one solution, a last resort, is to send NPPD a 
letter stating the Highway Superintendent will not sign future 
permits for utility work in the county. 

The Board also told Mr. Darveau to move forward with in-
stalling the GPS and AI-generated cameras in county vehi-
cles. A motion to approve the cameras passed 3-0. 

The Board also briefly discussed replacing the shop in Ver-
don and eliminating the one in Stella. Darveau said the old 
shop in Stella needed to be replaced, and there have been 
talks for years about condensing and moving some machines 
together. He said all the routes will move west, with each 
expected to cover 16-20 fewer miles of road. 

Darveau said the elimination of the Stella shop comes down 
to cost. The new shop in Verdon will be able to house two 
graders. 

“It comes down to cost,” said Darveau. “If I can build one 
shed and house two units, it’s one less utility bill, it’s other 
things that I have, and this way it just makes a better shed.” 

Darveau continued, saying he is working on hiring a new 
employee to run the second machine in the Humboldt area. 

   John Caverzagie, Sherry Huddleston, Bobby Camp-
bell and Rick Karas.



“Sez-I” Letters to the Editor
We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-I’s.”  All letters sent to the Falls 

City Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification. 
We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste, 

libelous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be 
published. 
Letters may be e-mailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street, 

Falls City, NE 68355.
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By Paul Hammel, Retired 
Senior Reporter for Nebras-
ka Examiner
Spring is planting time in 

Nebraska.
But the looming prima-

ry election on May 12 for 
U.S. Senate is also, alleged-
ly, quite a planting session, 
generating competing claims 
that candidates are “plants” 
to help or hurt the two lead-
ing candidates. 
We’re referring to the race 

between U.S. Sen. Pete Rick-
etts and Dan Osborn. 
Osborn, an independent, is 

a labor leader and mechanic 
who ran a surprisingly close 
race with U.S. Sen. Deb 
Fischer, a Republican, in 
2024.
Ricketts, a Republican, 

served two terms as governor 
before being appointed to the 
U.S. Senate by Gov. Jim Pil-
len shortly after Ricketts left 
the governor’s residence. 
Several people have asked 

if Osborn has a chance of 
unseating Ricketts, a wealthy 
businessman who has a 
well-financed political ma-
chine. His family, which 
owns the Chicago Cubs, is 
among the top contributors 
nationally to Republican po-
litical campaigns.
In today’s topsy-turvy po-

litical world, I’d say that 
any incumbent is vulnera-
ble. Voters seem to dislike 
those in office. And Ricketts 
hasn’t stood for election for 
eight years, which seems like 
a long time since he’s asked 
Nebraskans for their votes.
Then, as now, Osborn is 

facing accusations of being 
a closet Democrat, who, if 
elected, would caucus with 
the Democrats.
Osborn rejects that, saying 

he’s a regular guy and reg-
istered nonpartisan who will 
fight for regular folks, claim-
ing that Ricketts hasn’t done 
that.
Ricketts, meanwhile, is run-

ning as a tax cutter and one 
who has supported Presi-
dent Trump’s immigration 
policies. The senator also 
says he’s defended “Nebras-
ka values,” a phrase that’s 
sometimes hard to define (Is 
it that we want the football 
team to win again, or that we 
like brown gravy with our 
roast beef sandwiches?). 
What about those “plants”? 
There’s two Democrats, 

William Forbes, a preach-
er from Paxton, and Cindy 
Burbank, as well as a candi-
date for the Legal Marijuana 
NOW Party, Mike Marvin.
All three of those candi-

dates have been accused of 
being unserious, illegitimate 
and/or “plants.”
Follow closely because this 

gets complicated.
Democrats say that Forbes 

is a “plant” to help Rick-
etts (by pulling votes away 
from Osborn) because it ap-
pears that he likes Ricketts, 
is opposed to abortion rights 
and has voted for President 
Trump. And CNN reported 
that Forbes, despite being a 
registered Democrat, attend-
ed a campaign training camp 
for conservatives, a camp 
recommended by the GOP.
Republicans, meanwhile, 

accused Burbank of not be-
ing a “good faith” candidate. 
Her main goal, they say, is 
to eventually drop out and 
throw her support for the 
third-party candidate, Os-
born. Burbank’s website 
touts that she’s “not a plant” 
and that her main goal is to 
defeat Ricketts.
For a time, she was tossed 

off the primary ballot by Sec-
retary of State Bob Evnen, 
but that decision was re-
versed by the Nebraska Su-
preme Court.
Then we get to Marvin, a 

union leader (like Osborn) 
who once headed the state 
employees union. 

Suspiciously, Burbank, a 
Democrat, paid the $1,740 
filing fee for Marvin to run. It 
happened just minutes before 
the filing deadline. Burbank 
told the Nebraska Examin-
er that she paid the fee be-
cause a filing fee check sent 
by Marvin had been rejected 
and it ticked her off. Repub-
licans, meanwhile, accused 
Marvin of being a “plant” to 
help Osborn.   
Get all of that?
To be sure, if there’s a 

strong Democrat in the Sen-
ate race it would pull votes 
away from Osborn in the 
general election.
And, if the Democrats don’t 

have a candidate in Novem-
ber – for instance if Burbank 
won the primary and dropped 
out – that would create a two-
way race with Ricketts.
That’s a lot of craziness to 

digest but that seems par for 
the course in politics these 
days. 
After all, who could have 

envisioned a pro rassler be-
coming governor in Minne-
sota, or a weightlifter/actor 
being elected in California or 
a reality TV star occupying 
the White House.
The sad part is that all of the 

negative campaign ads and 
supposedly “planted” politi-
cal candidates only serves to 
turn more and more people 
off from voting or discourag-
es good people from running 
for office.
Paul Hammel has covered 

the Nebraska state gov-
ernment and the state for 
decades. Prior to his re-
tirement, he was senior con-
tributor with the Nebraska 
Examiner. He was previously 
with the Omaha World-Her-
ald, Lincoln Journal Star 
and Omaha Sun.  A native of 
Ralston, Nebraska, he loves 
traveling and writing about 
the state.
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DOWN
1. Arizona tribe
2. Bad to the bone
3. Nevada city near Lake Tahoe
4. Warrant for officer promotion 
with no pay
5. As opposed to stay in
6. Chagall and Anthony
7. 3-pointer in basketball
8. *”Toast of the Town” host
9. Willy of “Free Willy”
10. Track event
11. Always, to a poet
13. Reference to the writer
14. Between larvae and adults
19. Allergic reaction to bee sting
22. ____ Aviv
23. *Ranger’s call to Silver
24. Sunbaked, archaically speak-
ing
25. Wall or pedestal support
26. Kon-Tiki, e.g.
27. One of the Muses
28. Offspring
31. Getting warm
32. Not in good health
34. Tiny leftovers
36. *Abbott’s comedic partner
38. Online purchase
40. *Marjorie Reynolds in “The 
Life of Riley”
41. Scolding
44. Schoolmarm’s whip
46. Defrosted
48. Popular winter boot brand
49. Put it to the metal
50. Audition tape
51. SWAT attack
52. France/Switzerland border 
mountain range
53. Carpenter’s groove
54. Ben Affleck’s 2013 Oscar 
winner
55. Original matter
56. *Buttons or Skelton

ACROSS
1. *Quiz show whistleblower, 
____ Stempel
5. Time std.
8. “____ Like it Hot” movie
12. Walkie-talkie word
13. Wild hog
14. Blender setting
15. Coniferous tree
16. Of long ago
17. Gastric problem
18. *A show that had a Ball
20. Surveyor’s map
21. Changes to a manuscript
22. Mai follower
23. Get a move on
26. *Superman portrayer
29. Knot-tying words
30. Like unskilled work
33. Play with a bow
35. New Mexico’s state flower
37. Will Ferrell’s Christmas clas-
sic
38. On the radio
39. Nobel Peace Prize capital
40. Beat around the bush
42. Toddler
43. SAT administrator
45. Software plug-ins
47. Facebook photo option
48. Indulgence of impulses
50. Brees or Barrymore
52. *”Dragnet” sergeant
56. Old Brazilian coins
57. Pakistan’s official language
58. *”Your Show of Shows” co-
median Reiner
59. Novelist Zola
60. Not made up
61. *”The ____ of Night”
62. Extinct bird
63. Call minus c
64. Gloom’s companion

All things Nebraska
Political craziness now includes supposed 

‘plants’ running for U.S. Senate

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: GOLDEN AGE OF TELEVISION

By Deb Johnston, MD
When I was in medical school, I learned that a shock-

ing number of people would die or be admitted to a 
nursing home after a hip fracture. 
Even today, a hip fracture can be a devastating event 

for an older American. Up to 30% will die within the 
next year. Many more will loose independence and re-
quire admission to assisted living or a nursing home. 
Estimates vary, but it may approach 50%. As hard as 
it is to believe, these statistics are improved from my 
long ago medical school days.
As a doctor in training, the solution seemed obvious. 

If osteoporosis caused hip fractures, and hip fractures 
caused premature death and disability, then my mis-
sion as a primary care physician would be to prevent 
osteoporosis. I’ve been nagging my patients about 
their calcium and vitamin D intake and their weight 
bearing exercise ever since.
To be fair, the reality is a bit more nuanced. It’s true 

that osteoporosis is a major factor in hip fractures, but 
it is often accompanied by other issues: poor nutrition, 
poor balance, low muscle mass, and more obvious se-
rious health conditions like dementia, heart disease, 
kidney disease, and diabetes. 
Similarly, preventing osteoporosis isn’t as simple as 

urging everyone to drink enough milk. Generally we 
can build stronger bones up until about age 30. After 
that, the goal is to maintain bone mass. Those critical 
years are often decades before a person starts thinking 
about their bones, and sometimes well before they start 
thinking about their health at all! 
Other habits also influence how strong your bones are 

at their best. Smoking and alcohol reduce bone mass. 
Weight bearing exercise increases it; while being sed-
entary has the opposite effect. Your body needs vita-
min D to make bone, too, and deficiencies are surpris-
ingly common. 
Other health conditions, and their treatments, can 

have significant influences on your bone health. The 
list is long: eating disorders, premature menopause, in-
flammatory bowel disease, seizure disorders, asthma, 
rheumatoid arthritis, chronic kidney disease, thyroid 
disease, cancer.
While preventing osteoporosis starts in childhood, 

hope is not lost just because you are well into middle 
age, or older. Talk with your doctor about what you 
should be doing to keep your bones healthy. Do you 
need help getting rid of nicotine, or cutting back on al-
cohol? Are you having trouble getting enough calcium 
or vitamin D? Are there medications you are taking 
that could be changed? Is it time to start screening?
While many people think about osteoporosis as a 

woman’s disease, it affects men too, albeit at lower 
rates. In fact, men may have a higher risk of death af-
ter a hip fracture. We all need to be thinking about our 
bones. It’s never too early. Or too late.
Dr. Debra Johnston is a Family Medicine Physician 

at Avera Medical Group Brookings in Brookings, SD. 
She serves as one of the Prairie Doc Volunteer Hosts 
during its 24th Season providing Health Education 
Based on Science, Built on Trust. Follow The Prairie 
Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org.

The Bones of the Matter
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 75 Years Ago, April 15, 1951 to April 21, 1951
A Chevrolet sedan, stolen from William Perkins at White Cloud, was found aban-

doned about a half mile east of Salem, and a 1949 Ford, belonging to Ray Horton, 
was missing from his home in Salem. A third incident, believed to be related to the 
car thefts, involved a burglary of a pool hall in White Cloud. Merchandise and a 
coin machine were stolen from the business. 

Senate Republicans agreed unanimously that there should be a full and complete 
investigation of American foreign and military policy as a result of the dismissal of 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur. 

Larry Martin, manager of the local VFW baseball team, put 15-20 athletes through 
a three-hour practice at City Park, preparing for the upcoming season. 

Five Richardson County men left for Omaha for induction into the Army. The list 
included Richard J. Harmon, Marvin E. Scheitel and Joseph P. Fleskoski, all of Falls 
City and John A. Kimes of Dawson and Loren E. Michel of Rulo. 

Mark Tefft Shoes at 1616 Stone St. was having a three-day shoe sale. Sport Ox-
fords and Dress Shoes were $1.00, while children’s new patent sandals were $3.98. 

For sale—Inspected Senator Dunlap Strawberry plants, $1.00 per 100. 
The City issued a call for bids on a new water well to be drilled on Lock Island, 

southeast of Rulo on the Missouri River bottom. The engineer’s estimate of cost on 
the new well, to be 18 inches in diameter and 42 feet deep, was $3,200. The City’s 
consumption of water in the summer was roughly 1,250,000 gallons per day. 

�7�K�H���Q�H�Z�H�V�W���O�D�\�R�I�I���R�I���0�L�V�V�R�X�U�L���3�D�F�L�À�F���V�K�R�S���I�R�U�F�H�V���L�Q���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���E�U�R�X�J�K�W���W�K�H���W�R�W�D�O��
to 62 in the past two weeks. It was announced that the last regularly scheduled road 
�I�U�H�L�J�K�W���V�W�H�D�P���H�Q�J�L�Q�H���R�Q���W�K�H���0�L�V�V�R�X�U�L���3�D�F�L�À�F�·�V���2�P�D�K�D���G�L�Y�L�V�L�R�Q���Z�R�X�O�G���U�X�Q���R�Q���$�S�U�L�O��
19, 1951. After that, all freight and passenger trains would be diesels. The rapid 
�G�L�H�V�H�O�L�]�D�W�L�R�Q���R�I���0�L�V�V�R�X�U�L���3�D�F�L�À�F���Z�D�V���W�K�H���O�H�D�G�L�Q�J���F�D�X�V�H���I�R�U���W�K�H���K�H�D�Y�\���O�D�\�R�I�I�V���L�Q���W�K�H��
shops. 

Bauer Implement Co. hosted a public demonstration of Case VAC Tractors, fea-
turing the new terracing plow and a full line of latch-on equipment. 

More than 300 people gathered at Prichard Auditorium for the annual Grand 
Council Fire for Camp Fire members. Mrs. Eugene Dowell and Mrs. Sam Philpot 
were the program directors. 

Deputy Sheriff Arch Noll was in Barada investigating a burglary at the Barada 
Liquor Store that involved the breaking in and stealing of approximately $35 worth 
of alcohol. The store belonged to Frank Buchholz and Jake Sailors. 

50 Years Ago, April 15, 1976 to April 21, 1976
The Annual Falls City Tiger Booster Club Banquet would be at the Elks Club. The 

�H�Y�H�Q�W���I�H�D�W�X�U�H�G���J�X�H�V�W���V�S�H�D�N�H�U���0�R�Q�W�H���.�L�I�À�Q�����W�K�H���8�Q�L�Y�H�U�V�L�W�\���R�I���1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D�·�V���G�H�I�H�Q�V�L�Y�H��
�F�R�R�U�G�L�Q�D�W�R�U���D�Q�G���G�H�I�H�Q�V�L�Y�H���O�L�Q�H���F�R�D�F�K�����.�L�I�À�Q���Z�D�V���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�G���Z�L�W�K���%�R�R�V�W�H�U���&�O�X�E���3�U�H�V-
ident Dick Wilson. 

Three Falls City High School track records fell at the Syracuse Coed Invitational. 
Bill Jahn leaped 40-11.75 to set a new triple jump mark. Quinten Sutherland be-
�F�D�P�H���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���5�L�F�K�D�U�G�V�R�Q���&�R�X�Q�W�\���D�W�K�O�H�W�H���W�R���S�D�V�V���������I�H�H�W���L�Q���W�K�H���S�R�O�H���Y�D�X�O�W�����V�H�W�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H��
new mark of 13-1/2, and Lisa Mann placed fourth in the 880, setting the new mark 
of 2:29.9. 

Trail’s End, Northwest Missouri’s newest and best restaurant and lounge, was 
holding a grand opening on Sunday, April 25. Rusty Draper, winner of 7 gold re-
cords, performed twice nightly from April 19-24. 

According to weather recorder Tony Otto, Falls City received 2.24 inches of rain 
in the early morning hours. 

Col. and Mrs. Dale Shaffer announced the engagement of their daughter, Mary 
Jane, to Martin R. Gist, son of Mrs. Thomas Gist. 

The board of advisors for the Outstanding Young Men of America Awards Pro-
gram announced that Richard L. Halbert was selected for inclusion in the 1976 
edition of “Outstanding Young Men of America.” 

�2�I�À�F�L�D�O�V���L�Q���-�D�V�S�H�U�����7�H�Q�Q�H�V�V�H�H�����V�K�X�W���W�K�H���L�Q�W�D�N�H���Z�D�W�H�U���Y�D�O�Y�H�V���I�R�U���I�R�X�U���F�L�W�L�H�V���L�Q���V�R�X�W�K-
east Tennessee and northern Alabama after a train derailment that tumbled barrels 
containing deadly liquid into the Tennessee River. 

Colonel Douglas D. Brenner, 45, commander of Thule Air Base in Greenland, 
�D�� �I�R�U�P�H�U�� �)�D�O�O�V�� �&�L�W�\�D�Q���� �S�D�V�V�H�G�� �D�Z�D�\�� �V�X�G�G�H�Q�O�\�� �R�Y�H�U�Q�L�J�K�W�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �E�D�V�H���� �%�U�H�Q�Q�H�U�� �Á�H�Z��
combat missions in both the Korean and Vietnamese Wars. 

Douglas Merz was appointed the 1976 Law Day Chairman in Richardson, Nema-
�K�D���D�Q�G���3�D�Z�Q�H�H���&�R�X�Q�W�L�H�V�����0�H�U�]���Z�D�V���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�G���U�H�F�H�L�Y�L�Q�J���D���F�H�U�W�L�À�F�D�W�H���I�U�R�P���*�R�Y�H�U�Q�R�U��
J. James Exon. 

The government announced that 36.3 million people receiving Social Security or 
�6�X�S�S�O�H�P�H�Q�W�D�O���6�H�F�X�U�L�W�\���,�Q�F�R�P�H���E�H�Q�H�À�W�V���Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���D�����������S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���F�R�V�W���R�I���O�L�Y�L�Q�J��
increase beginning in July. 

Earl B. Schawang and Ralph M. Clark hit seven-gallon plateaus at the Red Cross 
Bloodmobile. 

A neonatal intensive care unit, also known as an infant warmer, was received by 
the Community Hospital. The unit kept a newborn’s body temperature constant. 

For Sale—Mushrooms, $3 per gallon. Ph 245-3005. 
In the Ladies’ Bowling League, Mickey Piper had the High 10 with a 206, and Viv 

Zeigler had the High 30 with a 546. 
25 Years Ago, April 15, 2001 to April 21, 2001

Two Falls City High School seniors were honored as the 2001 recipients of Cen-
tennial Scholarships awarded by Richardson County Bank & Trust Co. The $1,000 
�V�F�K�R�O�D�U�V�K�L�S���L�Q���W�K�H���À�H�O�G���R�I���E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���Z�H�Q�W���W�R���/�L�V�D���3�D�O�P�H�U�����Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H�����������������V�F�K�R�O�D�U-
�V�K�L�S���L�Q���W�K�H���À�H�O�G���R�I���D�J�U�L�E�X�V�L�Q�H�V�V���Z�H�Q�W���W�R���$�Q�G�\���'�X�Q�Q����

Rodney Knaup and Brian Daake announced the purchase of the Dorr Funeral 
Home in Falls City. The pair purchased the business from Donald Dorr and Elaine 
Dyke, the children of the funeral home’s founder and long-time director, Russell 
Dorr. 

Dorr built the current Funeral Home located at 2303 Harlan Street in 1973. Knaup 
moved to Falls City in 1961, while Daake moved to town in 1994. 

Chris Mather, a seventh-grade student at Falls City Middle School, became Falls 
�&�L�W�\�·�V���À�U�V�W���I�R�X�U���W�L�P�H���+�X�V�N�H�U�O�D�Q�G���6�W�D�W�H���:�U�H�V�W�O�L�Q�J���&�K�D�P�S�L�R�Q����

Ashley Eickhoff and Andrea Rolfe, both of Troop 511, received the Girl Scout 
Gold Award at a ceremony at the State Capitol. To be eligible for the award, each 
girl completed at least 50 hours developing and implementing a project that had a 
positive, lasting impact on the community.

Falls City postman Jim Titus retired after 30 years on the job. 
Cyrus Rowan, an eighth-grade student at Sacred Heart, competed in the 2001 

Nebraska Geography Bee in Omaha. Cyrus was one of 99 students out of 11,000 
Nebraskans who advanced to state after winning their school bee.  

After what was described as an “energetic meeting, road department union em-
�S�O�R�\�H�H�V�� �X�Q�D�Q�L�P�R�X�V�O�\�� �U�H�M�H�F�W�H�G�� �5�L�F�K�D�U�G�V�R�Q�� �&�R�X�Q�W�\�·�V�� �À�Q�D�O�� �R�I�I�H�U�� �R�Q�� �D�� �Q�H�Z�� �F�R�Q�W�U�D�F�W����
according to Don Cassidy, union representative. 

The committee of citizens who had been investigating the feasibility of hard sur-
facing selected county roads hit a roadblock as Highway Supt. Terry Frank told 
them that Nebraska was different than Kansas when it came to converting gravel 
roads. In Nebraska, roads must meet minimum design standards when changing 
from gravel to hard-surfaced roads. That would include engineering studies, mini-
�P�X�P���Z�L�G�W�K�V�����F�X�W�W�L�Q�J���G�R�Z�Q���K�L�O�O�V���D�Q�G���À�O�O�L�Q�J���L�Q���O�R�Z���V�S�R�W�V����
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April 21-May 1
OPEN HOUSE

Wednesday, April 22 • 1:00-5:00 PM
Heartland Fine Art Gallery
1620 Stone St., Falls City

Vote for your favorite student art. 
Prizes awarded to artists. Details at 

the Heartland Fine Arts Gallery

High School 
Student Art Exhibit

would be “opening a can 
of worms” if they waived 
the fees for certain organi-
zations. 

“I say, you either go all 
�Q�R�Q�S�U�R�À�W�V���D�U�H���Q�R�W���F�K�D�U�J�H�G����
or you charge all of them a 
reduced fee, kind of like it 
is now,” said Holle. 

Currently, the cost to 
rent the venue’s main lev-
el for a full day is $325. 
�1�R�Q�S�U�R�À�W�V���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H���W�K�H���G�L�V-
counted price of $175. 

The vote tied at 3-3 with 
Mayor Harkendorff cast-
ing the deciding nay vote. 

The Council approved a 
request from the Volunteer 
Fire Department to amend 
the department’s bylaws 
and attach articles XVIIII, 
XX, and XXI. The arti-
cles address social media, 
language and tobacco use 
among department mem-
bers. 

The Council also heard a 
request from the Richard-
son County Commission-
ers to move two benches 
on the west side of the 
courthouse. The benches 
have caused issues with 
snow removal around the 
courthouse square. After 
a discussion, the Board 
decided to move the north 
bench. The south bench is 
located off the sidewalk 
and should pose no issue. 
A pad of concrete will 
be poured, and the north 
bench will be relocated. 

The benches were in-
stalled as part of a Down-
town Revitalization Grant, 
with the purpose of creat-
ing green space and pro-
moting gathering areas to 
bring people downtown. 

The Board also accepted 
bids and approved one for 
tree maintenance. 

Parks and Recreation 
Director Briar Burr told 
the Council that two bids 
had been received for the 
project, which will run 
from April 13 to Decem-
ber 31, 2027. 

Burr said the project in-
cludes parks, City Hall, 
Old City Hall, Prichard 
Auditorium, Steele Cem-
etery and the downtown 
area. Stanton Lake was 
not included in the bids. 
The bidders provided not-
to-exceed amounts for the 
work. Two options were 
bid: one in which the 
contractors handle all de-
bris removal, and another 
in which city employees 
handle it. 

Falls City received a 
$231,275 grant for the 
project. For every tree 
removed in the process, 
one must be planted in its 
place. 

Grimm’s Gardens com-
pleted work on 58 trees at 
Stanton Lake under a grant 
received in 2024. Burr 
said there are still over 90 
trees that need attention at 
Stanton Lake. Burr said 
former City Administra-
tor Anthony Nussbaum 
made a verbal agreement 
with Grimm’s Gardens 
to continue work at Stan-
ton Lake. Burr said he 
had only recently learned 
of the verbal agreement. 
Grimm’s said the work at 
Stanton Lake would add 
an additional $73,000 to 
the bids. 

The two bidders for the 
new project were Grimm’s 
Gardens and Arbor Mas-
ters. 

Grimm’s bid for Op-
tion A was $307,800, 
while Arbor Master’s 
bid was $180,588.07. 
Grimm’s bid for Option 
B was $239,800, while 
Arbor Masters bid was 
$159,588.07. 

Kenny Killingsworth 
made a motion to go with 
the lower Option A bid of 
$180,588.07 from Arbor 
Masters and to allow the 
city administration to ne-
�J�R�W�L�D�W�H�� �D�� �S�U�L�F�H�� �I�R�U�� �À�Q�L�V�K-
ing work at Stanton Lake. 
The motion passed 6-0. 

The Board also approved 
the Arbor Day Proclama-
tion for April 24, 2026. 

The Board approved a 
bid from Olsson for the 
raw water and jacket wa-
ter systems at the Falls 
City Power Plant, not to 
exceed $28,000. 

The Board discussed 
changing the accounting 
software from Tyler Tech-
nologies to Power Manag-
er. Administrator Jorn said 
�K�H�� �À�J�X�U�H�V�� �W�K�H�� �F�L�W�\�� �L�V�� �F�X�U-
rently “about $260,000 in 
on the software right now. 
It’s pretty high level for a 
community our size.” 

Jorn said Power Manag-
er software’s price is just 
over $27,000, with support 
fees of $6,600 per year. 
Tyler Tech support fees ex-
ceeded $70,000 per year, 
according to Jorn. He said 
hardware updates would 
run an additional $25,000. 
Jorn said the current con-
tract with Tyler Tech runs 
to March 31, 2027.  

Jorn said once a complete 
package quote is obtained, 
he will bring it back before 
the Council for discussion. 

EDGE Director Lucas 
Froeschl updated the Board 
on the Nebraska Rural En-
ergy Project. Froeschl stat-
ed that an NDA (non-dis-
closure agreement) was 
signed with Nebraska Ru-
ral Generation in February 
of 2025. He said discus-
sions have gone well over 
the past four months. 

“Site control is secured 
within the Falls City util-
ity jurisdiction, over 600 
acres,” said Froeschl. 

He said the project is 
supported at the state and 
federal level by Adrian 
Smith, Pete Ricketts, Gov-
ernor Pillen and the State 
Economic Development 

�2�I�À�F�H������
“They’re lending their 

full support to do whatever 
it takes to get this done,” 
said Froeschl. 

Froeschl made clear he 
was discussing a pow-
er-generating facility, sep-
arate from the transmission 
line project or the substa-
tion currently planned for 
West 14th Street. He also 
made clear that the 600 
acres that are secured for 
the project are separate 
from the MidAmerica Rail 
Campus. 

“If we’re able to build 
a generation facility here 
within our jurisdiction, we 
can then utilize that trans-
mission line to potential-
ly sell power until it’s all 
consumed on site,” said 
Froeschl.

Froeschl said there is a 
5–10-year plan with busi-
ness investments, “That 
could create up to 800 
full-time careers.” 

He continued, saying 
that construction could be-
gin as early as mid-2027. 

“The whole reason that 
this is taking place in Falls 
City is because we have 
a dual rail with a ton of 
unbuilt land around it,” 
said Froeschl. “That is our 
golden goose.” 

At that time, a motion 
was made to enter a closed 
meeting at 7:13 p.m. for 
the protection of the pub-
lic interest. 


