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30 THURSDAY NOON DEADLINE for 
the following week’s paper. 
Returning to the normal Friday 
by noon deadline on May 8.

THURSDAY NOON DEADLINE for 
the following week’s paper.
THURSDAY NOON DEADLINE for 
the following week’s paper.

meeting w/FCSH Superintendent re: 
Special Ed support & to discuss Title 
1 support. Sacred Heart 9AM

FC Journal will operate under 
adjusted deadlines in April

The Falls City Journal will operate under adjusted pro-
duction deadlines during the middle and end of April.
Due to scheduling changes, deadlines for April edi-

tions will move to Thursday at noon for three consec-
utive weeks. These deadlines apply to all content, in-
cluding advertisements, legal notices and news items. 
Obituaries will be excluded.
The adjusted deadlines are: Thursday, April 16 for the 

April 22 edition.
Thursday, April 23 for the April 29 edition.
Thursday, April 30 for the May 6 edition.
The Journal will return to its regular Friday noon dead-

line beginning with the May 13 edition.
Those with questions about submissions or deadlines 

may contact nikki@fcjournal.net or Brian McKim in the 
office. Early submissions are welcome anytime.

Nebraska Bank has of-
ficially opened its newest 
location in Falls City fol-
lowing branch approval 
from the Nebraska De-
partment of Banking and 
Finance and the Federal 
Deposit Insurance Corp. 
The full-service location, 
which opened March 16, 
is located at 3003 Bill 
Schock Blvd.

The bank offers a full 
suite of products and ser-
vices and is staffed by 
a team with a combined 
125 years of experience 
serving Falls City and 
the surrounding area. The 
bank also emphasized its 
commitment to local in-
vestment by bringing in a 
group of area investors to 
be part of the Falls City 
expansion and Nebraska 
Bank’s ownership.

Falls City President 
Trent Scheitel said the 
bank’s focus is rooted in 
community connection. 

Stalder Gallery opens its presentation of the exhibition “Sheldon Statewide: Ne-
braska’s Legacy” on April 3, 2026.

Representing more than a century of artistic creativity at the University of Nebras-
ka, the exhibition “Nebraska’s Legacy” features artworks by former and current pro-
fessors. Composed of paintings, sculptures, prints, and photographs, the exhibition 
gives insight to the evolution of the work of these professors and the influence living 
in Nebraska had on them.

“Nebraska’s Legacy” features artwork by early University of Nebraska professors 
including Cora Parker and Dwight Kirch as well as current faculty members, Francis-
co Souto, Aaron Holz, and Dana Fritz. 

This exhibition is part of Sheldon Statewide , an annual program started in 1987 
with the purpose of sharing the collection of the Sheldon Museum of Art with the peo-
ple of Nebraska. During the 2025-2026 school year, “Sheldon Statewide: Nebraska’s 

A Stretch In Time Saves The Hamstring

9
-Tri-State Seniors Dance & Shindig, 
Bruning Barn in Hiawatha 1-3:30 PM

8
-RC Republican Convention at the 
AG II Building 14th & Chase, 7:00PM

SPRING SPORTS 
PREVIEW IN 
TODAY’S ISSUE!

The Richardson County Cancer Fund brought the com-
munity together Saturday evening for its 22nd biennial 
dinner, dance and auction gala. Supporters showed up 
at Prichard Auditorium committed to helping local resi-
dents facing cancer.

The event, held March 28, began with music by Ru-
ral Medicine and a meal before the auction opened at 7 
p.m. Along one wall of the auditorium, a silent auction 
featured a wide range of generously donated items, with 
guests placing bids throughout the night.

At the center of the program was a recognition of long-
time volunteer Peggy Davidson, whose work helped es-
tablish the organization over two decades ago.

Joyce Huppert said the organization began when Tony 
Brunette urged Peggy Davidson to start a local effort to 
better serve cancer patients, leading to the creation of 
the Richardson County Cancer Fund. She said the group 
established representatives in communities across the 

county to distribute checks and blankets to patients and 
to encourage those diagnosed with cancer to seek assis-
tance.

Huppert noted Davidson was not alone in building the 
foundation of the organization, recognizing Doug Merz 
and Bob Aiken for donating their time and legal services 
to complete the necessary paperwork.

The fund has assisted about 735 individuals over the 
years, a number Huppert said may not be exact but is 
close.

“We know it is not enough to cover a lot, but we hope 
it helps in some small way with the expenses that insur-
ance doesn’t cover,” Huppert said. “Peggy, we want to 
honor you tonight for getting this group organized 22 
years ago and for continuing to support us.”

Davidson, addressed the crowd and reflected on the 
early days of the organization and the many people who 
contributed to its success.

The County Commissioners convened at the Rich-
ardson County Courthouse on Wednesday, March 25, 
2026, for their scheduled meeting. All commissioners 
responded to the roll call. 
Sheriff Rick Hardesty met with the Board and report-

ed that the Law Enforcement Center was holding 19 in-
mates, with one additional inmate housed out of county. 
Additionally, the Board approved a purchase order for 
$1,453.04 for a responder center console. A purchase 
order for a 49-inch dual-color police responder light bar 
for the new 2026 Ford F-150 was also approved at a cost 
of $2,052.26. 
The Sheriff informed the Board that the dishwasher at 

the Jail is once again displaying error codes. The ma-
chine is less than two years old, has had all the sensors 
replaced, and was installed at a cost of over $5,000. 
He noted that Deputy Lucas Geyer received his de-

ployment papers and would be leaving for active duty 
in early April.  
The Commissioners discussed salary adjustments with 

Hardesty for staff at the Sheriff’s Department. After the 
discussion, the Board agreed to increase the pay for un-
certified deputies in training from $25.00 to $28.40 per 
hour
Hardesty said he contacted Johnson County and was 

told they pay uncertified deputies $29.49 per hour, while 
Pawnee County pays $28.00 for the same role. He men-
tioned that, according to the Johnson County Sheriff, 
a deputy with two years of experience makes nearly 
$36.00 per hour. The Sheriff also pointed out family in-
surance as an issue in retaining deputies. 
“The whole thing is trying to pay people to keep them 

here,” said Hardesty. “And to keep up with everybody 
else around.” 
Chairman Caverzagie asked how long those oth-

er counties can keep paying those wages, while Clerk 
Mary Eickhoff noted that the Johnson County Sheriff’s 
Department has just six deputies and a sheriff, yet pro-
vides County wide law enforcement. 
Richardson County currently employs 10 deputies plus 

the sheriff.
Highway Superintendent Steve Darveau Jr. provid-

ed the Commissioners with an update on routine road 
maintenance in the county. He also showed rock sam-
ples and discussed the locations of several quarries, in-
cluding the type of rock expected from each. 
Darveau stated that it’s not feasible to drive to Murray 

for rock. 
“That’s way too far, guys,” said Darveau. 
Darveau said they have no real choice when it comes to 

hauling rock for Humboldt; they will need to haul from 
DuBois. However, for the Falls City area, the county 
can haul from Troy or Missouri. DuBois is currently 
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