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The Richardson County Cancer Fund, Inc. has over two decades providing direct 
financial assistance to local residents facing cancer treatment, growing from a small  local residents facing cancer treatment, growing from a small 
volunteer effort into a countywide support system.volunteer effort into a countywide support system.
The organization traces its beginnings to the generosity of the late Nellie Hoffman of The organization traces its beginnings to the generosity of the late Nellie Hoffman of 

Humboldt, whose initial efforts helped establish the fund and its mission of assisting cancer Humboldt, whose initial efforts helped establish the fund and its mission of assisting cancer 
patients within Richardson County. From the start, the focus has remained local, with all patients within Richardson County. From the start, the focus has remained local, with all 
funds raised staying in the county to help residents undergoing treatment.funds raised staying in the county to help residents undergoing treatment.
Early leadership played a key role in shaping the organization. Peggy Davidson was asked Early leadership played a key role in shaping the organization. Peggy Davidson was asked 

to lead the effort in its early years and helped organize a countywide network of volunteers. to lead the effort in its early years and helped organize a countywide network of volunteers. 
That original group included Kelly Carpenter, Sandra Hartman, Jo Crofford and Tony Bru-That original group included Kelly Carpenter, Sandra Hartman, Jo Crofford and Tony Bru-
nette, along with representatives from communities across the county.nette, along with representatives from communities across the county.
In its first year, the fund assisted 13 individuals. Over time, that number grew signifi-In its first year, the fund assisted 13 individuals. Over time, that number grew signifi-

cantly as awareness increased and community support expanded. cantly as awareness increased and community support expanded. 
The fund operates entirely through volunteer efforts and community fundraising. Its The fund operates entirely through volunteer efforts and community fundraising. Its 

assistance is designed to help offset costs associated with cancer treatment, including assistance is designed to help offset costs associated with cancer treatment, including 
travel and related expenses, for Richardson County residents.travel and related expenses, for Richardson County residents.
The fund now assists between 25 and 40 individuals each year. To sustain that level The fund now assists between 25 and 40 individuals each year. To sustain that level 

of support while being mindful of local businesses, the organization transitioned its of support while being mindful of local businesses, the organization transitioned its 
primary fundraiser to a biennial format. The change allows the group to raise enough primary fundraiser to a biennial format. The change allows the group to raise enough 
funds in a single event to cover approximately two years of assistance.funds in a single event to cover approximately two years of assistance.
That need underscores the importance of the organization’s upcoming fundraiser.That need underscores the importance of the organization’s upcoming fundraiser.
The Richardson County Cancer Fund will hold its 22nd biennial dinner, dance and The Richardson County Cancer Fund will hold its 22nd biennial dinner, dance and 

auction gala Saturday, March 28, 2026, at Prichard Auditorium in Falls City. The eve-auction gala Saturday, March 28, 2026, at Prichard Auditorium in Falls City. The eve-
ning will begin with a meal served from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., followed by the auction at ning will begin with a meal served from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m., followed by the auction at 
7 p.m.7 p.m.
Table seating is available for $250 for eight people and includes dinner and one Table seating is available for $250 for eight people and includes dinner and one 

drink ticket per person. Individual meal tickets will also be available at the door, with drink ticket per person. Individual meal tickets will also be available at the door, with 
adult meals priced at $20 and children under 10 at $10. Takeout meals will be offeadult meals priced at $20 and children under 10 at $10. Takeout meals will be offered.

The Richardson County Commissioners met on Wednesday, March 18, 2026, at the 
courthouse. Commissioner Karas was absent from the meeting. 
The Board again discussed the comprehensive plan and zoning with members of the 

public. Alvin Simon again asked where to find notice of public meetings, to which 
the commissioners responded The Falls City Journal, the county’s legal newspaper, 
publishes all legal notices and notice of public meetings. All public notices can also 
be found on the free, statewide notice system NEPublicNotices.com. Public notices 
help 93 counties, 244 school districts, 500+ cities/villages and several state agencies 
keep residents informed using a trusted, statewide network. 
Commissioner Caverzagie stated, “All we are trying to do is update the plan, keep 

ourselves out of court, work with anybody that is wanting to come in on roads and 
bridges, and that’s all we’re trying to do.” 
Commissioner Campbell added, “No matter who’s at this table, we still have to have 

that plan in place. We have no intention of implementing anything; we are updating 
to get to the state requirements.” 
The Board responded to Simon’s questions on why the comprehensive plan needs 

updating. First, the plan in place has been there since 2001, 25 years ago. Secondly, 
Nebraska State Statute 23-114.02 requires counties to develop and maintain a com-
prehensive development plan designed for long-range growth. While they do not 
mandate a specific timeline for updates, it is widely accepted that counties should re-
view their plans annually and make major updates every ten years to ensure accuracy. 
The Board also heard from Ben Steffen and Dick James, representatives of the Rich-

ardson County Planning Commission. 
Steffen reported that the commission has met twice recently, once for an informa-

tional meeting and a second for commission elections. Steffen was elected Chair; 
Mark Jones was chosen as Vice-Chair, and Dana Rathje was elected as Secretary. 
Steffen presented and read a draft, “Statement of Background, Intent and Direction, 

for the Board to consider adopting as a tool to guide the Commission in updating the 
Comprehensive Plan. 
According to Steffen, the Commission has a “desire and strong consensus” to engage 

the Commissioners to help establish a basis for going through the plan and to give 
them direction. 
Steffen read the four-paragraph draft to the Commissioners and encouraged them to 

consider adopting it to inform the public and provide the Commission with direction 
moving forward. 
Steffen said that while growth is welcome, it’s still important to plan for situations 

that may arise. He said that while economic growth is important, it may come with a 
high price tag for maintaining roads and bridge capacity. 
A desire to protect landowners’ ability to farm and raise crops, using familiar and 

new methods, was also included in the draft. 
The final paragraph stated that there are, at a minimum, three subjects to be discussed 

by the Planning Commission. Those three include roads, poultry production sites and 
renewable energy facilities. 
The statement ended with, “This comprehensive plan document will serve as the ba-

sis for further discussion and decision making. It is also the legal foundation for any 

The Falls City Council met on Monday, 
March 16, 2026, at City Hall. All coun-
cilmembers were present. 

City Administrator Gary Jorn thanked 
the line crew and utility department for 
all the work completed on Sunday when 
a power line was knocked down during 
the windstorm. Jorn said office personnel 
would be cross-training, making it so ev-
eryone can do everything in the office. 

He said the animal/code enforcement 
employee had offered their resignation 
and that the position would be absorbed, 
rather than filled. 

Jorn advised the Council that he was 
still looking at Tyler Tech but getting a 
better grasp of it. Jorn referred to Tyler 
Tech as the Cadillac of accounting soft-
ware. 

“It’s just really time-consuming en-
tering data into the system,” said Jorn. 
“We’re trying to streamline our accounts 
payable.”

Jorn said he is currently looking at a dif-
ferent software, Power Manager. 

“I think you’re going from a Cadillac to 
a Ford type of thing,” said Jorn. “But if 
the Ford works, why not use it?”

Jorn said Power Manager or a similar 
accounting software would be a cost-sav-
er for the city. He stated that Tyler Tech 
costs roughly $78,000 per year and an-
other $4,000 to $6,000 per month. 

“There are 120 municipals, village 

types in Nebraska that are using Power 
Manager,” stated Jorn. 

Jorn also advised the Council that he 
was working to separate infrastructure 
fees into separate accounts. 

“That needs to be split out into a sep-
arate account,” said Jorn. “I’m going to 
work on trying to figure out those charges 
and get them into a separate account. 
Same thing with the sales tax.” 

Jorn said the Board approved a five per-
cent increase in sales tax for infrastruc-
ture improvement. 

“I can’t see where it’s ever went over to 
a new utility,” said Jorn. “So, I’ve got to 
try and backtrack and figure that out.” 

Police Chief Jamie Baker advised the 
Council that Sgt. Wason had complet-
ed his mandatory supervisor training 
through the training center and had re-
ceived his certification. 

The conversation moved to the use of 
the cemetery on West 14th Street for the 
Electrical Substation. Scott Hollens, who 
lives on West 14th, addressed the Board. 
He stated that since a meeting in Febru-
ary when the substation was discussed, 
Ron Brown had been to the site perform-
ing dousing. Dousing is a practice used 
to locate underground water, minerals or 
lost items using Y-shaped or L-shaped 
rods. According to Hollens, Brown locat-
ed several graves in the cemetery. He also 
located a headstone base while searching. 

Board discusses moving 
electrical substation site
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DEADLINE CHANGESDEADLINE CHANGES
16

23

30 THURSDAY NOON DEADLINE for 
the following week’s paper. 
Returning to the normal Friday 
by noon deadline on May 8.

THURSDAY NOON DEADLINE for 
the following week’s paper.
THURSDAY NOON DEADLINE for 
the following week’s paper.

meeting w/FCSH Superintendent re: 
Special Ed support & to discuss Title 
1 support. Sacred Heart 9AM

   The Richardson County Clerk’s Office is preparing for the May 12, 2026, Statewide 
Primary Election. Persons wanting to vote in the election are urged to check their 
voter registration status to make certain they are registered at the correct address and 
affiliated with the political party for which they are going to cast their ballot.  
   Voters may check their registration at https://www.votercheck.necvr.ne.gov  or by 
contacting the Richardson County Clerk’s Office at 402-245-2911.
   Voter registration is taken at the Office of the Richardson County Clerk during reg-
ular business hours until Friday, May 1 at 6:00 p.m.  Voters can also register at http://
ne.gov/go/NEreg2vote. The deadline for any voter registration form other than in 
person is Monday, April 27.  	
   Early Voting in person will begin on Monday, April 13 at the Office of the Rich-
ardson County Clerk during regular business hours, 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday 
through Friday.  
  Early voting applications are also available to request that your ballot be mailed to 
you if you are unable to vote at your regular polling place. An Early Vote Ballot Appli-
cation form can be found in today’s edition of the Falls City Journal and the Humboldt 
Standard and on the Richardson County website www.richardsoncounty.ne.gov.  
 Voters are also reminded that a photo identification will be required before casting 
a ballot. Valid forms of photo identification are a Nebraska driver’s license (from 
DMV), Nebraska state ID (from DMV), Nebraska college ID (public or private), Ne-
braska political subdivision ID (state, county, city, school, etc.), United States Pass-
port, Military ID, Tribal ID, Hospital, assisted-living facility or nursing home record.  
  Voters who reside within the following All-Mail voting precincts are reminded that 
they will receive their ballots in the mail on or after April 20, 2026: Arago/Barada, 
Salem, East Muddy and Grant/Nemaha.  Please notify the County Clerk’s Office with 



“Sez-I” Letters to the Editor
We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-I’s.”  All letters sent to the Falls 

City Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification. 
We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste, 

libelous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be 
published. 
Letters may be e-mailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street, 

Falls City, NE 68355.
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By Paul Hammel, Re-
tired Senior Reporter for 
Nebraska Examiner
If you’re like me, you 

were sickened to read about 
the wildfires running amok 
across sections of Nebraska 
in mid March.
Thousands and thousands 

of acres, as far as the eye 
could see in areas of the 
Sandhills, in bluffs and hills 
southeast of North Platte 
and south of Kilgore, and 
(once again) in areas near 
the Nebraska National For-
est in Halsey.
As I write this, more than 

800,000 acres have burned, 
according to the Nebraska 
Public Media. That’s pas-
ture that could feed hun-
dreds of thousands of cat-
tle. Who knows how many 
miles of fencing was de-
stroyed.
One elderly woman died 

trying to escape the flames 
near Arthur. An awful trag-
edy. 
The fires made national 

news – the kind of nation-
al news we don’t want to 
make.
But wildfires are becoming 

more and more common in 
Nebraska, according to the 
2024 update of the Nebras-
ka Climate Assessment. 
It’s especially problematic 
when conditions are as dry 
as they were in western and 
central sections of the state 
this winter, and when winds 
were gusting as high as 70 
mph.
Not only are big, costly 

wildfires becoming more 
common, so are extreme 
winds. (The higher price 
of your homeowners insur-
ance can tell you that.)
The recent wildfires 

quickly set a record as 
the worst in state history. 
They eclipsed 2012, when 
500,000 acres of Nebraska 
was scorched, and 2020, 
when 250,000 acres were 
burned, including large ar-
eas of the Halsey forest.
I’ve seen close up what 

fires can do. 
Me and some buddies used 

to travel to the Pine Ridge 
every spring to chase tur-
keys (we weren’t the best at 
actually bagging one) and 
to camp amid some beauti-
ful, thick pine forests.
One year, half of the area 

we used to hunt was burned 
to ash; the next year, the 
other half burned.
I covered wildfires that 

threatened to burn into 
Valentine, and another 
that came within a half 
mile or so of the Chadron 
State College campus. He-
roic firefighting, luckily, 
stopped the fires. 
No area of the state is im-

mune. In April of 2022, a 
wildfire propelled by 60 
mph winds burned across 
10 miles of harvested fields 
in eastern Nebraska near 
where our family farm is 
located. Flames outraced 
fire crews. Two homes were 
burned to the ground. 
One takeaway: You don’t 

need forests of trees or 
fields of tall grasses to fuel 
a wildfire.
The data being collected 

by the State Climate Of-
fice and others doesn’t lie 
– Nebraska’s climate has 
been getting hotter, and 
getting hotter more rapidly 
than normal. Precipitation 
events are more streaky, 
coming in buckets when it 
comes instead of showers. 
Winters have less snow.
And when it doesn’t rain, 

things dry up more quickly 
due to high winds, especial-
ly in March and April, our 
windiest months.
“Nebraska faces rising 

risks from more frequent 
and intense extreme weath-
er,” predicted the 2024 cli-
mate report, led by the Ne-
braska State Climate Office 
at the University of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln.
That same report antic-

ipated that, if trends con-
tinue, Nebraska’s weather 
would be more like Okla-
homa’s by 2050. That 
means warmer winters, and 
warmer summer nights. But 
it also means implications 
for growing crops.
So what are we to do?
It’s hard to stop wildfires 

from happening. Burn piles 
can reignite (as in that fire 
near our farm), dry light-
ning can strike, a careless 
cigarette can smolder and 
a strong wind can knock 
down a power pole, spark-
ing a blaze (the apparent 
cause of the massive Mor-
rill Fire, which blackened 
more than 600,000 acres 
recently).
Controlled burns (which 

may have caused one of the 
recent fires) need to be care-
fully monitored, and when 
it’s dry, burn bans need to 
be heeded. More resilient 
power poles can be used.
Thinning forests and re-

moving brush and dead 
timber can help, too. So can 
rain.
Let’s hope those burn ar-

eas get some moisture, so 
those areas can rebound 
and so Nebraska can stay 
out of the national news.
Paul Hammel has covered the 

Nebraska state government and 
the state for decades. Prior to 
his retirement, he was senior 
contributor with the Nebraska 
Examiner. He was previously 
with the Omaha World-Herald, 
Lincoln Journal Star and Oma-
ha Sun.  A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling 
and writing about the state.
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DOWN
1. Former Portuguese colony in 
India
2. Deceptive maneuver
3. Naysayer’s favorite prefix
4. Upbraid
5. 1/3rd of a hockey game
6. Phish homophone
7. One of Indiana’s quests
8. Prepare for winter takeoff
9. Alka-Seltzer sound
10. Nucleus plus electrons
11. Actress Perlman
12. Tattered’s partner
15. Rouse
20. Inscribed pillar
22. He had
24. Own
25. *”Hurricane” singer
26. Like March Madness’ eight
27. Hair extensions
29. *”Folsom Prison Blues” sing-
er
31. *”Walk on the Wild Side” 
singer
32. Wheel shafts
33. Tutu fabric
34. English county
36. Source of protein
38. Delhi wrap
42. Popular lassi fruit
45. Restart computer
49. Clamor
51. *”The Boys of Summer” 
singer
54. “Bad news travels fast”, e.g.
56. Draw a conclusion
57. Pull out a pistol
58. Letter before kappa
59. Type of mine passage
60. Cheesy sandwich
61. Hit the road
62. Cupid’s counterpart
63. Rub the wrong way
66. Road, in Rome
68. Bad-mouth, slangily

ACROSS
1. Comprehend
6. It has no staying power?
9. Auditioner’s hope
13. Prevention measure?
14. Ill temper
15. Poetic although
16. Brooke or John Jacob, of 
New York
17. Downhill equipment
18. Beau
19. *”What Was I Made For?” 
singer
21. *”Fast Car” singer
23. Part of URL
24. Peephole glance
25. Morning drops
28. 1920s art style
30. Reduce, as in standing
35. Big Bang’s original matter
37. Lad’s counterpart
39. Connection
40. Milton Bradley’s game
41. Tea from certain region of 
India
43. Some bent pipes
44. Rose oil
46. Zeus’ wife
47. Remove from a manuscript
48. What bird did, homewise
50. Hyperbolic sine
52. “____ and the City”
53. Prejudice
55. “Wow!”
57. *”Song Sung Blue” singer
61. *”I Just Called to Say I Love 
You” singer
64. Barrel racing meet
65. ____ Maria
67. Shockingly graphic
69. Not upright
70. Bathtub libation
71. Food contaminant
72. W on a light bulb
73. Consume
74. Ayes

All things Nebraska
Wildfires getting worse, fueled 
by dry winters, higher winds

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: SINGERS & SONGWRIT-

By Jill Kruse, DO
The groundhog may have seen his shadow, but Spring 

will be here soon.  While many of us look forward to 
warmer days and blooming flowers, those who suffer 
from seasonal allergies know that the return of grass, bud-
ding trees, and blooming flowers can lead to more sneez-
ing than smiles.  Welcome to the Spring allergy season.  

If your seasonal allergies seem to be getting worse each 
year, it is not in your head.  A Study from the National 
Academy of Sciences in 2021 found that over the last 30 
years the North American pollen allergy season has in-
creased by approximately 20 days.  Pollen concentrations 
have also risen 21%.  The Spring tree pollen season has 
been starting earlier and the Fall ragweed season has been 
ending later.  

Seasonal allergies can develop at any time in one’s life.  
The most common risk factor for developing seasonal al-
lergies is family history.  If have family members with 
allergies, you have an increased risk of developing them 
as well.  Seasonal allergies are the sign of an overactive 
immune system that has mistakenly identified harmless 
substances, like pollen, as dangerous threats to the body.  
This triggers an inappropriate defense response that leads 
to the common symptoms of allergies like runny nose, 
congestion, watery eyes, itching, and sneezing.  The im-
mune system is trying to fight pollen like it would fight 
a cold. This is why it can be difficult to differentiate be-
tween allergies and illness.  

There are a few ways to help decrease the risk of chil-
dren developing allergies.  Several studies have shown 
that children who visit a farm in their first year of their life 
or have furry pets have a lower risk of allergies.  In that 
first year of life, the immune system is busy trying to fig-
ure out what things the body needs to defend against and 
what things are safe to ignore.  The environment on the 
farm has so different allergens, that it allows the immune 
system to become tolerant of the harmless pollen and an-
imal dander. However, once someone has allergies, and 
the immune system is sensitive to these substances, fur-
ther exposure to allergens that are on a farm will not help.  
It will just make the allergy sufferer more miserable.  

The first line over-the-counter treatment for seasonal 
allergies is intranasal corticosteroids such as Fluticasone 
(Flonase), Mometasone (Nasonex), and Budesoninde 
(Rhinocort).  These nasal sprays have been shown to be 
more effective than over-the-counter oral antihistamines 
such as Loratidine (Claritin), Fexofenadine (Allegra), and 
Cetirizine (Zyrtec).   If the spray does not give adequate 
control, then adding an oral antihistamine can help. 

If these medications are not effective, then seeing an Al-
lergist is the next step to enjoying everything that comes 
with April showers and May flowers.  The groundhog 
says we have six more weeks to prepare for Spring.  Re-
gardless of when it comes, everyone can enjoy Spring if 
they understand seasonal allergies and how to treat them.  

Dr. Jill Kruse is a hospitalist at the Brookings Health 
System in Brookings, SD. She serves as one of the Prai-
rie Doc Volunteer Hosts during its 24th Season providing 
Health Education Based on Science, Built on Trust. Fol-
low The Prairie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org, Facebook, 
Instagram, YouTube, and Tik Tok. Prairie Doc Program-
ming includes On Call with the Prairie Doc®, a medi-
cal Q&A show (most Thursdays at 7pm on  YouTube and 
streaming on Facebook), 2 podcasts, and a Radio pro-
gram (on SDPB, Sundays at 6am and 1pm).

Spring into seasonal allergies
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 75 Years Ago, March 25, 1951 to March 31, 1951
Tiger center Frank Falloon was named to the Class B First Team in the Lincoln Journal. 

Joining Falloon was Pawnee City’s Chuck Jensen. 
Archie J. Hinshilwood, Jr., - Metalsmith, third class of Falls City, was serving aboard the 

aircraft carrier Sicily, which was serving with the Pacific Fleet. 
An Argentine Airlines DC-3 crashed while landing at Rio Grande, near the southernmost 

tip of South America, killing 11 of the 20 people on board. 
Authorization was given to begin construction on the county-city police radio station, ac-

cording to the FCC. The authorization covered a central station and 10 mobile units. The 
county and city had agreed months prior to operate the two-way radio jointly. 

Hested’s advertised Water Pistols for 59 cents, a bag of 40 marbles for 10 cents and kites 
for 10 cents. 

A one-act mystery comedy, “The Weird Sisters,’ and several readings were given by Sacred 
Heart students in the Tiehen Gym. Members of the cast were Doris Voegele, Mattie Pidgeon, 
Mary Ann Hoy, Enid Pidgeon, Elsie Davidson, Bessie Pidgeon, Frances Bell, Charlotte Pid-
geon, Ruth Reichert and Marion Curtis. 

The swollen Missouri River rose to 18.95 feet at Rulo as reported by Rulo Toll Bridge Op-
erator Dan Mahan. The river was expected to crest and then slowly begin to recede. 

Senator Kenneth S. Wherry said that President Truman claims, “the power of a king or 
dictator,” by sending American troops into the Atlantic Pact army without congressional 
consent. The Senate Republican floor leader demanded that Congress take control of the 
troops program, lest it “bust America,” touch off war with Russia and result in “presidential 
dictatorship.”

“Born Yesterday,” starring Judy Holliday, William Holden and Broderick Crawford, showed 
at the Oil City Theater. Holliday had recently been named the top actress in Hollywood. 

A pinochle party was held at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Herbie Boyd in Verdon. Mrs. Chas. 
Windle held the ladies’ high score, while Frank Martinosky held the men’s high. 

Sacred Heart, under the direction of Sister Dolorita, captured a superior rating in the one-
act play contest held at Peru State Teachers College. 

Church membership increased 51.5 percent between 1926 and 1949, according to the Na-
tional Council of Churches. The Council showed that over the 24-year period, church mem-
bership rose from 53 million in 1926 to 80.6 million in 1949. 

Dick Jurgens and his Famous Orchestra, billed as the nation’s top dance band, was set to 
play an Elks Charity Dance at Prichard Auditorium. 

50 Years Ago, March 25, 1976 to March 31, 1976
A Burlington Northern Railroad official told The Journal that the contractor would begin 

mobilizing his equipment for the construction of the new railroad bridge over the Missouri 
River in four or five weeks. It was estimated that the building of the new bridge would take 
roughly 650 working days. The current bridge was installed in 1888. 

The Treasurer Seekers extension club met at the country home of Mrs. Wayne Pfister with 
12 members and Mrs. Tim Pfister, a guest, in attendance. The birthday song was sung for 
Mrs. Gary Bierman and Mrs. Richard Merz. Door prizes were won by Mrs. Lester Duerfeldt, 
Mrs. Merlin Bauman and Mrs. Orville Merz. 

The viaduct over the Missouri Pacific tracks south of Verdon was beginning to take shape. 
The 8.2-mile upgrade on Highway 73 from the junction of Highway 67 to Highway 75, north 
of Dawson, was in progress. It was hoped to have the stretch paved by late fall. 

Trust Officers at First National Bank and Trust were Merle Veigel, Edgar Roesch, Gus 
Scholz and Rod Vandeberg

Mary Pickford, Hollywood’s first superstar, was to receive a special Oscar in recognition 
of her unique contributions to the film industry and the development of film as an artistic 
medium.  

Three Richardson County FFA members received State Farmer degrees at the 48th annual 
FFA convention in Lincoln. The list included Mark Roland of Falls City and Jerry Anderson 
and Jerry Kennedy of Southeast Consolidated. 

The North School PTA loaded 26,440 pounds of newspapers during their paper drive. Over 
100 people called in to have their papers picked up. For every ton of newspapers that were 
recycled, 17 trees were saved from being chopped down. 

Ed Santo won a pair of titles in the Falls City Men’s Bowling Tournament. Santo won the 
scratch all-event title with a 1,693 and joined Wayne Gatz to capture the doubles crown with 
a 1,220-handicap score. 

High winds took the roof off a building belonging to Gordon and Stanley Stalder, 10 miles 
south of Humboldt. Parts of the roof were blown to the north and northeast, and some of it 
carried a quarter of a mile. 

The Tiger boys and girls opened the 1976 track season in Auburn. Bill Jahn won the long 
jump and low hurdles, while Janet Surman won the shot, Susan Leafty won the mile, and Jan 
Kottich won the high jump. 

25 Years Ago, March 25, 2001 to March 31, 2001
Falls City Sun Mart owner and operator Randy Gottula and his wife, Lori, announced a 

kick-off program to help raise funds for the new Falls City Library. For each $150,000 in 
register receipts from the store, Sun Mart and their Nash Finch partners would donate $1,000 
to the Library Building Fund.

Joseph W. Jackson was included on the Dean’s List for the winter quarter at Southeast 
Community College in Milford. 

Aaron and Jennifer Hill, Olathe, KS, were the parents of a daughter, Madelynn Jean, born 
at the Overland Park Regional Center. 

The Sacred Heart Irish girls won the Pioneer Indoor by 41 points. Whitney Merz won the 
440-yard run, Katie O’Grady won the high jump, Kelsi Witt 
won the pole vault, and the 4x440-yard relay team of Merz, 
O’Grady, Witt and Ashley Howard took first place. 

John Maschman of Humboldt competed as one of 90 coun-
ty Spelling Bee champions at the Midwest Spelling Bee in 
Omaha. John just missed making the final round, finishing 
in a tie for sixth place. 

Logan Merz, eighth grade and Billy Kopf, seventh grade, 
earned Honorable Mention Honors in the 2001 Aviation Art 
Contest sponsored by the Nebraska Department of Aeronau-
tics. 

The Richardson County Board of Commissioners voted 
to purchase a new Caterpillar Road Grader from Nebraska 
Machinery and a 2001 Dodge Ram 2500 pickup from Arm-
bruster Motor Company. 

Voters in the Southeast Consolidated RN-1 School District 
voted to defeat a levy override proposal, 229-213. County 
Clerk Mary Eickhoff reported that 43 percent of the eligible 
voters cast ballots in the special election, which would have 
allowed the school board to exceed the $1 levy limit by up to 
50 cents for the next three budget years. 

The Falls City golf team won the Auburn Triangular with a 
score of 159. Dan Ferguson shot a 37, James Langan had a 
career-best 40, while Chance Simon and Matt Hillyard each 
posted 41s. 

Miklannet Tennal led her Cloud County, Kansas basket-
ball team to the National Junior College Athletic Associa-
tion championship. Miklannet was named the Most Valuable 
Player, averaging 24.8 points per game in the tourney. 

The First Baptist Church celebrated its 110th anniversary 
with a variety of special services and events.  

Presale tickets are avail-
able at F&M Bank, Equity 
Bank and State Bank of Ta-
ble Rock.
The event will include a 

cash bar provided by the 
Falls City Elks Club, a 
wine pull, a gun raffle and 
live music by Rural Medi-
cine. Gun raffle tickets are 
priced at $25 each, with a 
Henry Golden Boy lever 
action rifle listed as the 
prize. Gun tickets will only 
be available at the auction 
and only 52 chances will 
be sold to those attending 
the event.
Other auction items in-

clude tools, jewelry, bas-
kets of locally donated 
items; tickets to opening 
night at the Omaha Play-
house including a gift 
card for dinner at Texas 
Roadhouse and gas; a quilt 
by Peggy Davidson, one 
by handmade by Donna 
O’Grady and quilted  by 
Rock Creek Quilt Compa-
ny; a chance to spend the 
day at the Henry Doorly 
Zoo; Lincoln Stars Hockey 
Tickets; a trip to the Oma-
ha Children’s Museum; 
passes to Lauritzen Gar-
dens; and much more!
There will be free cancer 

screenings will be offered 
from 5 to 7 p.m. by the 
Fred and Pamela Buffett 
Cancer Center. 
Organizers said the bien-

nial format places added 
importance on the success 
of the event, as proceeds 
must support assistance 
efforts for two full years. 
Community participation, 
donations and auction con-
tributions are critical to en-
suring the fund can contin-
ue serving local residents 
in need.
Applications for assis-

tance are available local-
ly at area banks, medical 
offices and Community 
Medical Center. The fund 
is open to Richardson 
County residents with a 
cancer diagnosis who are 
undergoing active treat-
ment.
The organization contin-

ues to rely on community 
support to meet its mis-
sion, with all funds raised 
remaining in Richardson 
County to assist local indi-
viduals and families during 
treatment.

“I really, really would 
like you folks to reconsid-
er this,” said Hollens. 

Falls City EDGE Di-
rector Lucas Froeschl ad-
dressed the Board, stating 
that originally, five sites 
were considered for the 
substation. He said an en-
vironmental phase was 
conducted at three sites, of 
which two were ultimate-
ly selected. The engineer, 
Olsson, recommended the 
site in question. 

“We were notified that 
there was no records of 
graves sold in blocks three 
and four, which would 
be the southernmost 
blocks for that area,” said 
Froeschl. 

Froeschl stated that with 
the city already owning the 
site, it was a business deci-
sion to build the substation 
there. 

“If this is not the right 
spot for the substation, 
then we need to, you know, 
go through the proper pro-
cedures to make sure we’re 
not doing anything the 
wrong way,” said Froeschl. 

He also noted a $5 million 
grant was being applied for 
through the U.S. Economic 
Development Administra-
tion to offset the cost of the 
substation. 

Froeschl stated he doesn’t 
really care where the sub-
station is built. 

“We are trying to do it the 
right way, morally, ethical-
ly, and you know, if that 
gets interrupted, then we 
probably need to change 
courses,” said Froeschl. 

After a long discussion, 
Froeschl agreed to return to 
the Council with more op-
tions. He stated they won’t 
be as cost-friendly as this 
site, but he was confident 
an alternative site could be 
found. 

“My message here is, 
we’re doing this the right 
way,” said Froeschl. 

In other news, the Falls 
City Fire Department’s 
Jon McQueen asked the 
city for permission to use 
the parking lot east of the 
auditorium to test wa-
ter hoses. The company 
FireCatt will test nearly 
8,000 feet of hose for the 
department. The company 
will also conduct testing 
on nearly 25 fire nozzles 
while on site. 

McQueen also informed 
the Board of a donation 
from the Richardson 
Foundation to the Falls 
City Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment. The $20,000 is to be 
used by the department as 
it sees fit for the purchase 
of needed equipment and 
repairs. 

According to Assistant 
Chief McQueen, the de-
partment “works hard to 
use tax dollars they re-
ceive from the city, as they 
struggle to keep all their 
equipment modern and 
safe for them to use.” 

The Department has seen 
an uptick in costs for gear, 
fire hoses, and continued 
maintenance of its fire en-
gines and building. 

The cost of the testing, 
$4,500, will be covered by 
the Richardson Founda-
tion’s gift. 

The Council voted to re-
peal the Management Pen-
sion Plan Benefit adopted 
at the December 1, 2025, 
meeting. 

Administrator Jorn said 
the city has a nondiscrim-
inatory plan, meaning it 
can’t segregate manage-
ment from other employ-
ees and give them a sepa-
rate pension package from 
the rest of the employees. 
The new resolution re-
stores the package to the 
same percentage increases 
per year as the rest of the 
city employees. The mo-
tion passed 8-0. 

The 2026 Housing Study 
by Marvin Planning was 
passed unanimously, and 
the Council voted 8-0 to 
approve a transfer of prop-
erty at 1205 Harlan Street 
to the Southeast Nebraska 
Land Bank. 

The Administrator/
Clerk/Treasurer was ap-
proved as an ex officio 
member of the Southeast 
Nebraska Land Bank. 

The Council approved 
a resolution and contract 
amendment for the Gas 
Supply Agreement for the 
PEFA program with Clay-
ton Energy. 

“It’s just a mechanism 
they use to try to get us 
even cheaper gas than 
what we can off the mar-
ket,” said Jorn. 

The Board also approved 
a confidentiality agree-
ment between the City and 
Tenaska on an 8-0 vote. 

“This is in conjunc-
tion with our project with 
Nebraska Rural Genera-
tion,” said Lucas Froeschl. 
“We’re still doing some 
diligence on figuring out if, 
you know, doing any sort 
of generation facility in 
Falls City.”

The meeting was ad-
journed at 6:52 p.m. 
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