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Fire damages home on
Hiland Ave. Friday evening

Falls City Fire Dept., Falls City Rural Fire, Falls City
Ambulance and Falls City Police responded to a struc-
ture fire shortly after 6 p.m. Friday at 2616 Hiland Ave.

Homeowners Merle and Sara Veigel had just returned
home after being gone less than two hours when they
discovered the smoke detectors going off and the house
completely full of smoke.

Both fire departments responded with a total of 25
firefighters. Firefighters donned self contained breath-
ing apparatus as they made entry through the garage
walk in door with two attack lines, working their way
into the home. Heavy fire was located on the south part
of the first floor office area.

A five inch water supply line was laid from a hydrant
two blocks north.

Exhaust fans were deployed to pull smoke from the
home to reduce heat that had built up on the second
floor. Windows were opened and thermal cameras
were used to detect any spread of fire.

A Nebraska State Fire Marshal was called and arrived
at the scene around 10 p.m. The fire remains under in-
vestigation and appears to be electrical in origin.

Falls City Utilities was also called to assist at the
scene.

No injuries were reported. Firefighters remained on
the scene until after 11 p.m. before releasing the prop-
erty back to the owners, who were in contact with their
insurance company to determine the loss.

Information for this report was provided by Jon Mc-
Queen, public information officer for the Falls City
Fire Department.

Board discusses
comprehensive zoning plan
with members of the public

The Richardson County Board of Commissioners met
on Wednesday, March 4, 2026. All Board members an-
swered the roll call.

Emergency Management Director Brian Kirkendall
met with the Board to discuss an application for 2027
Community Project Funding through a request to Con-
gressman Adrian Smith and the EMA Director’s salary
for 2026.

Kirkendall advised the Board that if approved, the
grant would be used to purchase radios. The grant ap-
plication request was for $1.6 million and requires an
80/20 match. The money would be used to purchase
state-wide capable radios.

Kirkendall explained that the request wouldn’t be ap-
proved or denied until nearly this time next year. “It
takes a long time before the appropriation funds roll
around and make them available,” said Kirkendall.

The Board also discussed the salary for the EMA Di-
rector for 2026, retroactive to January. Kirkendall’s role
includes serving as the Weed Superintendent and Flood-
plain manager for the county.

Talk of the salary was put on hold and will be revisited
at the following meeting.

The Highway Superintendent met with the Board to
discuss a new county garage in Verdon and the purchase
of a paint striping machine for the county.

Darveau also addressed the use of his county truck. He
said he has been accused of using the truck for personal
travel. Darveau said if the Commissioners have any is-
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Bethany Keithley, Korey Schawang, Linda Frederick, Jenny Dunn, Karen and Scott Maze and Dylan Hinrichs.

Jaycees hestow honors on deserving area citizens

The Falls City Area Jaycees hosted the annual Distin-
guished Service Awards Banquet on Saturday, February
7, 2026, at the Falls City Elks Lodge.

Dr. Alyssa Finck gave a welcome, which was fol-
lowed by the presentation of awards. The Hugh O’Bri-
an awards were presented to a pair of “exceptional high
school students from our community whose leadership,
service and character truly reflect the values of the Jay-
cees and the spirit of the DSA Award.”

The Falls City Area Jaycees are committed to helping

develop young leaders in the community through volun-
teer efforts, integrity, excellence, diversity and commu-
nity partnership. The award winners were Elijah Leyden
and Milayna Crofford.

Leyden, a sophomore at Falls City High School, is
the son of Derrick and Shelly Leyden. He stays busy,
participating in football, basketball and track. Elijah has
earned his spot on the honor roll every semester and is
active in his church and the Richardson County Trap
Club. When free time presents itself, Leyden prefers to
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Candidate filings
finalized for May 12

primary election

Mayoral races emerge in
Falls City and Humboldt

Preparation continues for the Tuesday, May 12, 2026,
Primary Election, with the Richardson County Clerk’s
Office releasing the complete list of candidates who
have filed for office and will be considered for nomi-
nation.

Incumbents are denoted with an asterisk. Partisan of-
fices are identified by party affiliation.

The Richardson County Commissioner District 1 seat
1s up for a four year term. Shawn Fouraker, Republican,
has filed for the position. District 1 serves the portion of
Falls City Ward 2 lying south of 22nd Street and all of
Falls City Wards 3 and 4.

Candidates who have filed for countywide offices in-
clude Kimberly L. Riggs*, Republican, for county as-
sessor, Samantha Scheitel*, Republican, for county at-
torney, Mary L. Eickhoff*, Republican, for county clerk
register of deeds, Kerry K. Fritz, Republican, for county
clerk of district court, and Amanda Bartek Ramsey*,
Republican, for county treasurer.

Two candidates have filed for Richardson County sher-
iff. They are Rick Hardesty*, Republican, and Nicholas
C. Aitken, Republican.

Robert Tichy*, Republican, has filed for county sur-
veyor.

School Districts 56 and 70 each have three positions
up for election this year, with up to six candidates to be
considered for nomination at the May 12 primary and
then voted upon at the November general election.

Candidates filing for School District 56 four year terms
are Cassondra A. Goff*, Teresa Olberding*, and Antho-
ny S. Johnansen*.

Candidates filing for School District 70 four year terms
are Neal A. Kanel*, Heath Finke, David A. Mezger*,
and Ashley Shupp.

Municipal races are also on the ballot in Falls City and
Humboldt.

In Falls City, four candidates have filed for mayor. They
are Kenny Killingsworth, Kevin Malone, Dennis Mill-
er and Mark A. Galaska. Incumbent Mark Harkendorff
withdrew his name from the race on Thursday, Feb. 26.
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Auditing firm approved

Falls City Council met on Monday, March 2, 2026, at
City Hall. Councilmember Frank Killingsworth was ab-
sent. The Board approved the agenda, the minutes from
February 17, and the claims for March 3, 2026.

City Administrator Gary Jorn thanked Mayor Harken-
dorff for appointing him to his position and the Council
for their unanimous approval. Jorn said he hit the ground
running the previous week, holding multiple meetings.

Tyler Technology was briefly discussed, with Adminis-
trator Jorn, saying the fees to use the office software are
$76,000. He said he asked the office employees about
their job duties and the issues they were having, and
they said there seemed to be multiple issues with the
software working efficiently.
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w AngWeek Celebration, Cookies at

15 Equity Bank

Immaculate Conception Catholic
Church-Men's Pork Club Pork Club 21
BBQ 4:30-7PM at Prichard Aud.

20

Knights of Columbus Annual Fish
Fry at Prichard Aud., 5-8PM

Stella Fire Dept. Fireman’s Fish Fry
at Stella Fire Hall, 5-8PM

22

Polka Party at ZCBJ Czech Hall
noon potluck, dance 1-4PM

25

Poppe Realty & Mgmt Land Auction
at Elks Club 10AM

Blood Drive at Prichard Aud.,
10AM-4:30

APRIL

Heartland Fine Arts Gallery Vendor
Pop-up Market 8AM-3PM

No checks? No problem!
Pay using Venmo!
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