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Knights of Columbus 
Fish Fry at Prichard 
Auditorium, 5-8PM

15 Immaculate Conception 
Catholic Church-Men’s 
Pork Club Pork Club 
BBQ 4:30-7PM at 
Prichard Auditorium

The 2026 student art con-
test, sponsored by Richardson 
County Arts and Humanities 
Council, opened at the Falls 
City Library and Arts Center.  
A total of 465 entries were re-
ceived..

Schools represented were, 
Falls City High School 
(FCHS;), Falls City Middle 
School (FCMS;), Falls City 
North School (FC North), Falls 
City South School (FC South) 
and SH .

The 75th K-12, Student Art 
Contest results are as follows. 

Placing Student, Grade and 
School.

Drawing Color: Best of Cat-
egory- first, Kemper Sipple, 9, 
SH; second, Isabelle Nussbaum, 
11, SH; third, Mya Dougherty, 
10 SH. Honorable Mention, Bai-
ley Lemerond, 9, SH; Honor-
able Mention; Carlee Bailey, 9, 
SH; Honorable Mention, Kinley 
Lechtenberg,  9, SH; Honorable 
Mention, Mason Goltz, 12, SH; 
Honorable Mention, Reid Kirk-
endall, 9, SH; Honorable Men-
tion, Reid Wustrack, 10, SH; 
Honorable Mention, Willa Fritz, 

11, SH. 
Drawing Tonal: Best Of 

Show/Best of Category - first, 
Kenley Alexander, 10, FCHS; 
second,     Ayva Jean, 9, FCHS; 
third, Abagail Spinner, 9, 
FCHS; Honorable Mention, 
Adaesha Hall, 9, FCHS; Hon-
orable Mention, Adaesha Hall, 
9, FCHS; Honorable Mention, 
Bailey Lemerond, 9, SH; Hon-
orable Mention, Braxton Har-
mon, 12,      FCHS; Honorable 
Mention, Dorothy Crouse, 11, 
SH; Honorable Mention, Far-

By Amber Holle
A ribbon cutting was held for Be A Big Deal Dance Studio on 

Tuesday, February 3. The studio is located at 1715 Stone Street, in 
the basement of Smiley Bee Coffee & Sweets Shop, and is already 
bringing energy and performance opportunities to young dancers 
in the community.
Owner and instructor Danitra Dill said the inspiration to open the 

studio grew from both a lifelong love of dance and the experience 
of raising daughters who struggled to find local opportunities. Hav-
ing performed on dance teams for many years, she missed perform-
ing and the excitement it brought. Nearly two decades ago, she be-
gan driving her daughter to St. Joseph and later Sabetha for lessons 
when local options were limited.
“Once, someone told me the only girls who made certain high 

school dance teams were the ones who attended a specific studio,” 
she said. “That made me sad to think so many girls might miss out 

Ribbon cutting held for Be a Big Deal Dance Studio
on the thrill of performing.”
After becoming certified in physical education, she began rebuild-

ing that opportunity by starting a dance team at the elementary 
school where she taught. The experience of coaching and watch-
ing students perform rekindled her passion. A few years later, with 
encouragement from her daughter Milayna, who competes in Hi-
awatha, and supportive parents willing to try something new, the 
idea for a studio became a reality.
Her own dance background began in Falls City, where she trained 

for years with Brenda Meyer and performed her first solo in third 
grade at a Nebraska youth pageant. Later, while attending school 
in Olathe, Kansas, she made competitive school dance teams each 
year, performing at halftime shows, competitions, parades, and even 
a Kansas City Chiefs halftime performance. She also spent years 
attending competitions and performances with her daughters and 

The 75th Richardson County Arts 
and Humanities Council Art Show

April
4 Heartland Fire Arts 

Gallery 1620 Stone St., 
Vendor’s Pop-Up Market, 
8AM-3PM

High Heel concert, doors 
open at 5:30, concert at 
7:00. Humboldt 
Auditorium

28 22nd RC Cancer Fund 
Biennial Dinner, Dance 
& Auction Gala. 
5:30PM meal, 7PM 
Auction at Prichard

  Best of Show, L-R: Kenley Alexander, Payten Georges, Kemper Sipple, Hallie Jones, Renee Drum-
mond, Ayva Jean, Miyuna Kong and Madyson Eberle.

Falls City Mayor Mark Hark-
endorff has withdrawn his candi-
dacy for reelection, according to 
a Withdrawal of Candidate Fil-
ing Form filed with Richardson 
County officials.

The document shows Harkend-
orff withdrew his name as a can-
didate for Falls City mayor for the 
May 12, 2026 primary election. 
The form is dated Feb. 26, 2026.

The withdrawal removes Hark-
endorff from consideration for the 
upcoming primary election ballot.

Mayor Harkendorff 
withdraws from 

upcoming 
primary election

 Rulo Bottom 
Road is 

showing signs of 
deterioration with 
increased heavy 

truck traffic
The Board of Commission-

ers met on Wednesday, February 
25, 2026, with Commissioners 
Karas, Caverzagie and Campbell 
all present. 

Highway Superintendent Steve 
Darveau Jr. gave the Board a re-
port on work underway through-
out the county. 

Darveau also briefed the Board 
members on a 2016 Ford F-350 
currently listed for sale. The ve-
hicle, listed on a government sur-
plus site, has 70,000 miles on it 
and is priced at $31,000. Darveau 
said he would have to buy a bed 
for the vehicle. He advised the 




