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City Council unanimously approves Jorn to serve
as City Administrator, Clerk and Treasurer

The meeting began with Mayor Mark Harken-
dorff officially accepting the resignation of City
Administrator Anthony Nussbaum.

Nussbaum, who previously announced his de-
parture said he had drafted a letter that went out
in the agenda and had been working with teams,
firms, consultants on the transition and that Fri-
day (February 20) was his last day.

At the end of the meeting, Mayor Mark Hark-
endorff recommended Gary Jorn to serve as City
Administrator, Clerk and Treasurer. The Council
unanimously approved the appointment of Jorn
to begin on a part-time basis at a rate of $75 per
hour with no benefits effective Feb. 24, 2026.
The position would become full time effective
March 1, 2026, at the same salary as the current
City Administrator, Clerk and Treasurer, with
full benefits, including three weeks of paid vaca-
tion and will move up vacation scale from there,

The Council addressed a wide range of items
including an electrical substation project, mu-
nicipal trash services, park policies, an auditing
contract and redevelopment designations.

Mayor Harkendorff opened the floor for public
comment on the proposed electrical substation
project.

Scott Hollens, who said he lives on West 14th
Street, spoke on behalf of residents near the pro-
posed location.

“I’'m Scott Hollens. I live on West 14th Street,”
Hollens said. “I’m on here on behalf of the peo-
ple that live out there close to where they want to
put that substation.”

Hollens raised concerns about the history of the
Pioneer Cemetery, noting the possibility of un-
marked graves.

“In 1889 due to smallpox epidemic there were
people buried in a shallow mass grave at Pioneer
Cemetery,” Hollens said. “There’s no record of
names and locations are not available.”

He asked the council to reconsider the site.

“All I ask is that you please reconsider the lo-
cation of the substation,” Hollens said. “We got
another place to put it.”

City staff said the project area has been studied
and further testing is planned.

“We do have original plats. We have confirma-
tion of no graves in the farmland which is where
the substations plan to go,” said Nussbaum.
“We’re reviewing a proposal to complete GPR
on the entire site.”

Staff said ground penetrating radar work could

(Please turn to Page 3)

Primary Election
information

Preparation is underway at the
Office of the Richardson Coun-
ty Clerk for the Tuesday, May
12,2026, Primary Election.

Approaching deadlines for
candidates and voters to re-
member are detailed below.

Monday, 5:00 p.m., March 2,
2026, is the non-incumbent fil-
ing deadline.

A complete list of candidate
filings on record at the Richard-
son County Clerk’s Office who
will be considered for nomina-
tion at the Primary Election are
listed below with the incum-
bents denoted with an * and if a
partisan office will be denoted
with a Republican, Democrat,
Libertarian and LMN for Legal
Marijuana Now.

County Commissioner Dis-
trict 1 seat is up for a four-year
term—Shawn Fouraker Re-
publican. District 1 serves that
portion of Falls City Ward 2 ly-
ing south of 22nd Street and all
of Falls City Wards 3 and 4.

County Assessor—Kimber-
ly L. Riggs* R; County At-
torney —Samantha  Scheitel*
R; County Clerk-Register of

Deeds—Mary L. Eickhoff*
R; County Clerk of District
Court—Kerry K. Fritz R;

County Sheriff—Rick Hard-
esty* R and Nicholas C. Aitken
R; County Surveyor—Robert
Tichy* R; County Treasurer—
Amanda Bartek-Ramsey* R.
School Districts 56 and 70
all have three positions up for
election this year with up to six
(Please turn to Page 6)

49.5 points.

RECORDSIFALL AT
NSAR,GIRLS MEET

In the second year of the standalone girls’ state championships,
Falls City shattered a few records. The girls’ tourney began in
2022, but last year was the first time the Tigers qualified for any
competitions. Gabi Young and Taytum Maddox made history last
February, becoming the first two Lady Tiger wrestlers to compete
on the big stage. Maddox won one match last year at CHI Health
Center in Omaha, while Young finished 0-2. This year, FC sent a
record three wrestlers to Omaha. Young, a junior, and Maddox, a
sophomore, both returned to Omaha, while sophomore Gabbi Grif-
fin made her first trip.

The Tigers scored 15 team points, the most for the young pro-
gram. The point total was good enough for 49th place. Adams Cen-
tral won the team title with 89.5 points; Lakeview was second at
82, and Yutan placed third with 81.5. The Auburn Bulldogs placed
fifth with 58 points, while Johnson County Central was seventh at

For the first time in school history, a Lady Tiger wrestler earned a
spot on the medal stand.

Taytum Maddox, wrestling at 155 in Class B, finished her cham-
pionships at 2-3, scored nine points and placed sixth. In the first

(Please turn to Page 7)

2023 FORD
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Commissioners
approve environmental
services agreement
for Falls City
Northwest project

The Richardson County Board
of Commissioners met Wednes-
day, Feb. 18, 2026, with Rick
Karas, Bobby Campbell and John
Caverzagie present.

Highway Superintendent Steve
Darveau Jr. reported on routine
road and bridge maintenance.

Commissioners approved Reso-
lution 2025-2026-29, authoriz-
ing the chairman to sign a pro-
fessional environmental services
agreement with HDR Engineer-
ing Inc. for Project No. BRO-
7076(27), known as the Falls City
Northwest project, located on 710
Road between 651 and 650 ave-
nues. Campbell made the motion,
which carried.

Sheriff Hardesty reported on op-
erations at the Law Enforcement
Center. He said there were 662
calls in January, including 219
traffic stops and 25 arrests. Of
those arrests, five were for other
agencies, one was an out-of-
county hold and 19 were made by
the county department. The jail
population was 17 inmates at the
time of the meeting.

Hardesty also reported Pawnee
County has contacted the de-
partment about the possibility
of Richardson County providing
dispatch services.

Dr. George Griffiths, president
of Humboldt Shares Inc., pre-
sented a quarterly report. He said
the organization has provided a
no-interest loan to a local busi-
ness and continues to look for op-
portunities to attract businesses to
Humboldt.

The board entered closed ses-
sion at 9:38 a.m. to discuss pos-
sible litigation and for the protec-
tion of the public interest. Those
attending were County Attorney
Samantha Scheitel, Darveau and

(Continued on Page 2)

One dead 1n
Dawson fire

On February 21, 2026 at ap-
proximately 12:31 a.m., the Rich-
ardson County Sheriffs Office
was dispatched to a structure fire
in Dawson. Deputies observed
a house fire at 526 9th St. Once
the fire was extinguished, one
deceased individual was found
in the bedroom in the northwest
corner of the house. The deceased
was later identified as 70 year old
Michael Leroy Ruch. Next of kin
has been notified.

Fire Marshal was notified and
did arrive on scene. The cause
of the fire is undetermined at this
time.

The Richardson County Sher-
iff’s Office wishes to extend Con-
dolences to the family of the de-
ceased.

The Richardson County Sher-
iff’s Office would also like to
thank Dawson Fire, Humboldt
Fire, Humboldt Rescue, and Ver-
don fire for their prompt response
and coordinated efforts.
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Keeping us 1n balance:
the work of the kidneys

By Andrew Ellsworth, MD

Picture a man crawling through the desert in tattered cloth-
ing, whispering “water” as he nears an oasis. He isn’t think-
ing about his kidneys, yet they may be the main organ still
keeping him alive.

The human body does an amazing job at maintaining the
balance of our internal environment, known as homeostasis.
The kidneys, those two bean-shaped organs at our sides, are
vital for maintaining that balance. Through filtration, reab-
sorption, and the secretion of hormones, the kidneys are one
(or two) of our most important organs.

Each day, the kidneys filter roughly 50 gallons of blood,
enough to fill a bathtub. In doing so, they remove waste
products and toxins that would otherwise build up and cause
harm. They also regulate electrolytes such as sodium, potas-
sium, calcium, and phosphate, which are essential for proper
muscle, nerve, and heart function.

The kidneys regulate our fluid balance. If we are dehydrat-
ed, they will reabsorb more fluid back into the bloodstream.
Meanwhile, if there is excess, they will increase urine pro-
duction. On a normal day, a healthy person usually only
needs to drink when feeling thirsty. Anti-diuretic hormone
is secreted by the brain when you start to get dehydrated,
telling the kidneys to retain more fluid, and giving yourself
the sensation of thirst.

The kidneys help regulate blood pressure through their
control of salt and water retention or excretion. They main-
tain acid-base balance, keeping the body’s pH within a nar-
row, safe range. In addition, the kidneys secrete hormones
involved in bone health and stimulate the bone marrow to
produce red blood cells.

With all these responsibilities, preserving kidney health is
essential. You can support your kidneys by preventing imbal-
ance where possible. Eat a healthy diet low in salt and added
sugar. See your healthcare provider regularly to screen for
diabetes and monitor blood pressure, the two leading causes
of chronic kidney disease. Avoid taking excessive amounts
of medications such as ibuprofen or naproxen. Other pre-
scription and over-the-counter drugs, supplements, and herb-
al preparations can strain the kidneys as well —so use them
carefully and follow directions.

With the kidneys, balance is key. Avoid excess, protect your
health, and your kidneys will likely manage the rest. Wheth-
er you are sleeping soundly at home or desperately seeking
water under a desert sun, your kidneys continue their qui-
et work —filtering, regulating, protecting, and keeping your
body in balance.

Dr. Andrew Ellsworth is a Family Medicine Physician at
Avera Medical Group Brookings in Brookings, SD. He serves
as one of the Prairie Doc Volunteer Hosts during its 24th
Season providing Health Education Based on Science, Built
on Trust. Follow The Prairie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org.

Commissioners approve environmental
services agreement for Falls City
Northwest project
(Continued from Page 1)

County Clerk Mary L. Eickhoff. Campbell made the mo-
tion to enter closed session. The board returned to open
session at 10:04 a.m. on a motion seconded by Campbell.

Ben Steffen and Mark Jones, representing the Richard-
son County Planning Commission, requested the board
provide a list of county goals and objectives for inclusion
in an update to the Richardson County Comprehensive
Plan.

The Planning Commission will meet at 6 p.m. Thursday,
Feb. 26, 2026, at Southeast Community College, 3200
Bill Schock Blvd., Falls City, to organize and discuss the
planning process.

A letter proposing a change to the contract with Marvin
Planning Consultants regarding development of the com-
prehensive plan and zoning regulations will be consid-
ered at a later date.

The meeting adjourned at 11:04 a.m.

U.S.PS. 184-980
ISSN 1074-3480
1709 Stone St., Falls City, Neb. 68355
Phone (402) 245-2431
Fax (402) 245-4404

THE
FaLLs CiTtY JOURNAL
Falls City Journal, LL.C

WWW.fcj ournal.net Broadaxe Est. 1857

Est. as Nemaha Valley Journal 1868

Combined with the Falls City Daily News
STAFF DIRE T RY News Est. Jan. 1, 1875

Brian McKim, Editor, Sports, Publisher Journal Est. Jan. 6, 1867
brian@fcjournal net Falls City Journal, LLC Est. Sept. 1,2017

Nikki McKim, Legals, Obituaries, News
Ads, Publisher ...... nikki@fcjournal .net

RonDodds....Proofing, Backshop Foreman

Except New Years, Memorial Day,

Independence Day, Labor Day,

Thanksgiving Day, Christmas-or

otherwise stated, may be printed

on a different weekday.

Alex McKim, Advertising &
Photography .......... alex@fcjournal.net  Member of the Nebraska Press

Association and,

National Newspaper Association.

OFFICE HOURS: The Falls City Journal office may close
unexpectedly or early due to coverage of certain events, lack of
staff due to illness, weather, or power outages.

Monday: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM ¢ Tuesday: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM
Wednesday: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM ¢ Thursday: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM

Friday: 8:30 AM to 1:00 PM
Unless we have ballgames to cover or a personal event to attend
we are often in the office after-hours. Call ahead if you want to
confirm we will be around.

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION
Falls City or Mail Subscriptions within

50 Miles of Falls City - $55.00/yr & $37/six mo;
50 to 150 miles away - $60.00/yr. & $39/six mo;
Over 150 miles away - $65.00/yr. & $42/six mo.

Subscription to ONLY the E-Edition ONLY $45.00/yr.
www.fcjournal.net

Postmaster: Send address change to:
The Falls City Journal, 1709 Stone St. Falls City, NE 68355

The views and opinions expressed in editorials, columns,
opinion pieces, letters to the editor or other commentary pub-
lished in the Falls City Journal are solely those of the individual
authors or contributors and do not necessarily represent the
official position, policy or viewpoint of the Falls City Journal,

its owners, staff or management.

Opinions presented in columns or opinion pieces are explic-
itly the viewpoints of the authors and should not be interpret-
ed as factual assertions or allegations. Unless explicitly stated
otherwise, opinions expressed by non-staff contributors do not
reflect the positions of the newspaper or its employees.

All things Nebraska
Mentoring programs are great, but
more focused effort needed to
improve reading skills

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner

Mentoring programs are a
great thing.

They help kids — mostly
kids in single-parent fami-
lies — gain confidence, and
learn leadership and life
skills from adults.

I’ve seen first-hand how
beneficial they are, first as
a “big brother” in the Big
Brothers-Big Sisters pro-
gram, and then as a par-
ticipant in the TeamMates
Mentoring program.

My “little brother” was the
first in his family to gradu-
ate from high school (imag-
ine that!) and my Team-
Mate graduated from high
school despite problems
with attendance and disci-
pline.

But I gotta say, when I
read a recent story from
the Flatwater Free Press
about how much money the
TeamMates program was
getting via a state literacy
program, I was more than a
bit surprised.

The nonprofitnews site and
its reporter, Sara Gentzler,
reported that during the first
three years of Gov. Pillen’s
administration, TeamMates
received $11.6 million in
state taxpayer funds. That
amounted to about 80% of
the money granted out via
the “READ Nebraska” pro-
gram, which seeks to “ex-
pand mentorships through-
out the state of Nebraska to
improve the reading levels
of elementary students.”

Since 1 no longer chase
state senators through the
halls of the Legislature,
I’ve got the time to volun-
teer at a Lincoln elementa-
ry school. Many kids need
help with reading, there’s
no doubt about that.

And, as stated above,
mentoring programs like
TeamMates and Big Broth-
ers-Big Sisters are great
programs that accomplish
great things. (Anyone with
the time, who wants to help
kids, should sign up.)

But I never imagined that
my work as a TeamMate
was designed to help my
kid’s reading proficiency.

We played games in the
school library, or shot bas-
kets or played catch with a
football in the school gym.
And we talked about what
was happening in his life,
and what his goals might be
in the future.

I don’t recall any specific
work on my TeamMate’s
reading skills, or a directive
to do that.

As most of us know, Team-
Mates was founded by
former Nebraska football
coach Tom Osborne and
his wife, Nancy. And we all
know that Gov. Jim Pillen
was a player for Osborne at
NU. Pillen also served on
the Board of Directors of
TeamMates before becom-
ing governor, and is a huge
advocate for mentoring.

So there’s an appearance
that this cash outlay from
the state shows favoritism
by the governor to a mentor
of his. A representative of
Common Cause Nebraska,
a state government watch-
dog, said as much.

A spokeswoman for Pillen,
as well as Coach Osborne,
disputed that in the Flat-
water story, pointing out
that the READ grants are
handed out on a per-capita
(per-mentor match basis),
and TeamMates has the
largest number in the state.

To be sure, TeamMates
was able to recruit about
2400 new mentors to
match with students over
the past three years.

Much of the state funds
received by TeamMates
was spent on recruiting new
mentors, and the costs of
recruitment events. So the
money is expanding men-
toring. That’s a good thing.

But it’s worth noting that
the second-largest recip-
ient of the money, Big
Brothers-Big Sisters, used
its state money, $851,000
over three years, on specific
“literacy support program-
ming.” That sounds like an
effort to improve reading
skills.

I want to be clear — men-
toring programs are a great
thing. They instill confi-
dence in these kids, provide
them with a friend and life
guidance coach, and — it’s
been shown — help increase
graduation rates.

It’s also clear that reading
proficiency is dropping,
and something needs to be
done. “Reading mentor-
ing,” where someone works
with a student three to four
times a week, has been
proven to work.

If Nebraska wants to in-
crease mentoring, then this
READ Nebraska program
1s doing that.

But if the goal is improv-
ing reading proficiency,
there has to be a better,
more focused way to do
that, other than playing
“Scattergories” or “War” in
the school library or shoot-
ing hoops in the gym.

Paul Hammel has covered the
Nebraska state government and
the state for decades. Prior to
his retirement, he was senior
contributor with the Nebraska
Examiner. He was previously
with the Omaha World-Herald,
Lincoln Journal Star and Oma-
ha Sun. A native of Ralston,

Nebraska, he loves traveling
and writing about the state.

READ NEBRASKA
PAID 80 PERCENT OF THE
$llem IN TAXPAYER
SUPPORT OF TEAMMATES
YOUTH PROGRAMS OVER
THE PAST 3 YEARS.

CURRENT TEAMMATES
ACTIVITIES HAVE
NOTHING TO PO
WITH IMPROVING
READPING SCORES.
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75 Years Ago, February 25, 1951 to March 3, 1951

Two Texans settled a long-standing feud by killing each other in an old western-style duel
with pistols at 10 feet. The two fought in a deserted café in a small hotel in Mineola, TX.

Approximately 800 people gathered at Prichard Auditorium for the first annual Falls City
Band Festival, presented by the high school bands from Falls City, Auburn, Humboldt and
Pawnee City.

Mayor R.T. Nichols announced that parking meters would be installed in downtown Hi-
awatha within 60 days. One hundred and fifty meters would be installed initially.

The congregation of the Nazarene church voted to begin construction immediately on the
second unit of the new church. The first unit, the basement, was already completed and closed
in.

Cpl. Kenneth B. Cole of Salem, who was wounded on February 3 in Korea, was awarded
the Purple Heart.

Minnesota became the 37th state in the union to ratify a constitutional amendment limiting
a president to two terms.

Andrews Monument Works announced the formal opening of the new building located at
20th and Harlan Street.

Stanley Sailors, 30, a World War II veteran, was elected as the post commander of the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars. Sailors, who was a salesman for the Sidles company, served 3 % years
in the army during the war and was a sergeant in the infantry.

Fourteen eighth-grade students at the Junior High had an average of 90 or above to make
the Honor Roll. The list included Gary Adams, Ann Bedwell, Thelma Eickhoff, Barbara Gil-
liland, Nels Kjeldsen, Alice Manoli, Anna Marie Meyer, Susan Mitchell, Dan Sargent, Joy
Smith, Sandra Stednitz, Beverly Stumbo, Harold Suedmeier and Norma Vaughn.

According to Miss Kate Kloepfel, weather observer for The Journal, the month of February
featured a low of 13 below zero and a record high of 74 on February 11, for an 87-degree
variance.

“Harvey,” starring James Stewart, was showing at the Rivoli Theater.

The Falls City Elks and Does sent a $500 contribution to the county March of Dimes fund
as announced by drive chairman Don W. Thomas.

In Salem news, Billie Brown gave a coronet solo and Charles Herold a saxophone solo at
the Honey Creek Community meeting. In Barada, Mr. and Mrs. Don Catlett and sons moved
to the Alvin Catlett farm 1 2 miles north of Barada, and in Preston, Mr. and Mrs. Perry Grib-
ble of Omaha were dinner guests at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Leslie Bippes.

50 Years Ago, February 25, 1976 to March 3, 1976

Three “Bicentennial Ladies” helped serve at the Bicentennial party hosted by the sec-
ond-grade class of Mrs. Harry Albert at South School. The three pictured were Karen Mack-
ey, Lisa Dodds and Linda Little.

The Falls City Tigers defeated Auburn 71-59 in the final game of the regular season. Bill
Jahn scored 18, Al Koenig had 14, and Skip Lewis added 10 for the Tigers. Doug Jones led
the Bulldogs with 21.

YN3 Bonnie Brewer, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Harlan Brewer of Nemaha, was named the
Sailor of the Quarter. Brewer was attached to the Atlantic Command Operations Support
Facility.

One Stop Café at 21st and Stone St. advertised a Friday evening special: a Carp Sandwich
with cole slaw, pickle, bread and butter, and a drink for $1.00.

The first shovelful of dirt in the construction of the new $722,584 improvement program at
Community Hospital was turned by Charlie Smith, president of the hospital board of trustees.

The Sterling Jets ended Sacred Heart’s season with a 68-62 win. Bob Aitken scored 22
points, and Steve Pokorny added 20 for the Irish. Kim VanGronigen led Sterling with 21. Dan
Hill led the Irish with 16 rebounds.

Dairy Dip advertised a Leap Year Special of five beefburgers for $1.00, while supplies
lasted.

After commenting how nice it was to attend a basketball game without bands, sportswrit-
er Del Sutherland received a horn from the Falls City High Pep Band. The note read, “Del:
Enclosed is your horn and music. Practice up!! We’ll see you Tuesday at the District Tourna-
ment.” The letter was signed by the Pep Band, which boasted 125 youths.

State Patrol Trooper Ed Pokorny wrote his last ticket. The 26 Y2-year veteran of the Nebras-
ka Law Enforcement group officially retired after nearly 22 years in Falls City.

Southeast Consolidated defeated Humboldt, 60-57, to win the Class C District Tournament.
Garth Shafer led the Mustangs with 28 points, while Keith McKim had 20 for the Cards. The
Mustangs faced the C-2 district winner, with the winner heading to state.

Patrick Bahr, a freshman at the University of Nebraska, won first place in the University
art contest.

Mr. and Mrs. Elias Bachman celebrated their golden wedding anniversary with an open
house at the National Guard Armory. The pair was married on March 5, 1926, in Lawrence,
KS.

According to the state Health Department, there were 3,406 abortions performed in Nebras-
ka during 1975, up 10% from the year before.

The championship trophy of the first Homesteader Conference Speech Contest, held at
Dawson-Verdon, went to Murdock.

Wymore Southern ended Falls City’s season, 81-70, in action on the hardwood. Falls City,
playing without Al Koenig and Max Milam, who were out with the flu, was led by Jim Mur-
phy with 23 points.

25 Years Ago, February 25,2001, to March 3, 2001

The Richardson County Board of Commissioners sent letters to 26 residents notifying them
of their appointment to a committee to develop a plan for hard surfacing certain county roads.
Costs estimated to hard surface a road were believed to be between $70,000 and $80,000 per
mile.

The Veterans Park at 7th and Harlan Streets got a long-awaited addition when a 28-ton,

eight-inch, self-propelled howitzer arrived.

City Council unanimously approves Jorn to
serve as City Administrator, Clerk and Treasurer

(Continued from Page 1)
begin in March, with an
estimated cost of about
$8.,000 for the full site.

The council held a public
hearing on declaring areas
north and south of the city
as extremely blighted un-
der Nebraska law.

Keith Marvin of Mar-
vin Planning Consultants
said the study was com-
missioned by the city and
economic  development
partners.

“We were hired by the
city and EDGE probably
a year ago or a little more
than that to look at doing
a blighted and substandard
study,” Marvin said.

Curt Elder explained the
criteria used to determine
extreme blight.

“In order for an area to
be extremely blighted it’s
a very simple math prob-
lem,” Elder said. “Does
the area have a average
unemployment above
200% of the state average,
and does the area have a
poverty level greater than
20%.”

Documents in the agenda
packet state that the north
study area meets those cri-
teria. The study found that
unemployment in the area
is at least 200 percent of
the state average and pov-
erty exceeds 20 percent.

Elder said the designa-
tion provides flexibility
for future development.

“If the city goes in and
declares an area is ex-
tremely blighted, it no
longer counts towards
your 50% threshold,” El-
der said.

He also said the designa-
tion allows for addition-
al incentives, including
potential tax increment
financing and a state
income tax credit for
home-buyers.

Marvin said the designa-
tion could support future
projects.

“If Lucas and every-
body’s successful with
this project, we’ve got
room now within the um-
brella to work with them
on some different fund-
ing mechanisms down the
road,” Marvin said.

Maps included in the
agenda packet show the
areas under consideration,
including previously des-
ignated blighted areas
and proposed extremely
blighted zones.

The council reviewed a
draft solicitation for mu-
nicipal trash services.

Mayor Mark Harken-
dorff said the proposal
would separate services

into  different
nents.

“I think the way I read it,
they’re all four separate
bids. You can get one but

not all four,” Harkendorff

compo-

said.
Council members dis-
cussed  whether bids

should be opened and
awarded at the same
meeting or reviewed first.

“I was hoping they need
to go have the vote on
the next meeting,” Frank
Killingsworth said.

Staff said a timeline
would likely include a bid
opening in April with no-
tices sent in March.

The council reviewed
proposals from auditing
firms after multiple at-
tempts to secure services.

“We’ve put that out the
third time,” staff said.
“The first time we had one
entity come in, second
time we just made phone
calls because most peo-
ple said they just couldn’t
take up the workload.”

Staff said two firms sub-
mitted proposals by the
deadline and the council
could review them before
awarding a contract.

Council members noted
deadlines for completing
the audit.

“We have to have this
done by March 31st,” one
council member said.

The council discussed a
new process for leasing
concession stands at Dal-
las Jones Memorial Park
and regulating food ven-
dors.

Briar Burr said the
changes are intended to
create consistency.

“The goal here is simple,
structure and consisten-
cy is what we wanted to
bring to this,” Burr said.

The proposal includes
a sealed bid process for
concession operations
and an application system
for vendors.

Documents in the agenda
packet state that the city
is seeking sealed bids to
lease the north and south
concession stands, with a
lease term from March 1
through Sept. 30 and min-
imum bids of $300 per
stand or $500 combined

Bids will be evaluated
based on criteria including
bid amount, experience,
food safety compliance,
staffing and menu pricing.

Operators would be re-
sponsible for equipment
and staffing, while the city
would provide access to
facilities, water, sewer and
maintenance.

The proposal also re-

quires vendors to meet
insurance and health reg
ulations.

“All approved conces-
sion operators and ven-
dors shall comply with
City lease terms, insur-
ance requirements, health
regulations, and all appli-
cable federal, state, and
local laws.”

Council members raised
questions about competi-
tion with existing opera-
tors.

Burr said the system is
intended to remain open
and fair.

“Anybody can bid on it,”
Burr said.

The council also consid-
ered updates to park and
recreation fees.

Burr said the review
compared Falls City rates
to similar communities.

“Overall, Falls City is
kind of right at or below
many comparable facili-
ties in most categories,’
Burr said.

He said proposed adjust-
ments would keep rates
competitive while sup-
porting operations.

Documents in the agenda
packet show the proposed
2026 fee schedule, which
includes rates for facili-
ties, programs and ameni-
ties.

A rate study included in
the packet noted increases
in utility and maintenance
costs and the need for flex-
ible rental options.

The council reviewed a
proposed financial assis-
tance program for a work-
force housing project.

An unidentified staff
member said the program
would help sell a property
while protecting the city’s
investment.

“Programs asking to do
up to $50,000 of a zero in-
terest financial assistance
component,” Nussbaum
said.

Documents show the
program would offer a
zero percent loan with no
monthly payments, se-
cured by a subordinate
lien and repayable upon
sale, refinance or after 10
years.

Funds could be used for
down payment, closing
costs or financing gaps.

The meeting included
discussion of ordinance
2026-100, which would
amend council president
duties and procedures in
the absence of the mayor.

The council also ap-
proved claims and dis-
cussed timelines for up-
coming projects and bids.

Sarah and Jesse Neddenriep, of rural Nemaha, were the
parents of a son, Nathan Thomas, born at Bryan Memorial
Hospital in Lincoln.

The Lady Irish completed a come-from-behind win over
Daniel Freeman, 48-45, in front of 1,200 fans at Pawnee City
High School. SH trailed by five with 30 seconds remaining,
but two free throws by Ashley Howard, a three by Katie
O’Grady and a game-winning three by Sally Witt sent the
Irish to the state tourney. Witt led SH with 14 points, while
O’Grady added 12. Dani Busboom had 14 points for Free-
man.

The Falls City High School cheerleaders took first place in
the Small Varsity Division at the Husker State Cheerleading
competition. Winners included Melissa Buckminster, Ashley
Cudney, Stefanie Castle, Sharona Ernst, Jacque Hernandez,
Kellie Hinrichs, Dearra Johnson, Emily Jordening, Sarah
Langan, Kathy Lock, Heather Simon, Crystal Wissmann and
Laura Young.

Laura Schawang received a perfect 4.0 report card for her
first semester in the radiography program at the University of
Nebraska Medical Center.

Mr. and Mrs. Raphael Thompson were the proud parents
of a son born at St. Elizabeth Hospital in Lincoln. Sheldon
Ramsey weighed 5 pounds, 12 ounces.

Chasity Koch received a $16,000 Trustees Scholarship,
and Kristal Howe received an $8,000 Recognition Scholar-
ship from Nebraska Wesleyan University.

The Falls City General Woman’s Club Richardson Coun-
ty K-12 School Art Contest received 439 entries. Serving as
judges were Kathleen Duey, Polly Duryea, and Richard Mo-
ses.




