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Family Fare to close March 13, ending more than 50 years of grocery service at 1900 Harlan

Pictured above, Safeway days before opening September, 1972.
Family Fare, February 13, 2026.

The Family Fare grocery store in Falls City will close March
13, ending more than five decades of grocery operations at 1900
Harlan Street.

“We have made the difficult decision to close the Family Fare
location in Falls City, Neb., with our final day of business taking
place on March 13,” said Silvi Nicholas, district manager for Spar-
tanNash. “We are grateful to our store guests for their loyal sup-
port, as well as our dedicated team members for their commitment
to our shoppers.”

The grocery store location goes back to 1972, when a new Safe-
way supermarket was constructed at 1900 Harlan according to

Journal archives.

In a June 21, 1972, Falls City Journal photos documented con-
struction of the building and progress of a booming Falls City.

By September, the store was ready to open. The Journal reported
the store would stock “over 8,000 different grocery items.” The ar-
ticle stated the building covered approximately 21,000 square feet
and included parking for about 120 cars. It would also increase
the produce area to 68 feet which the company called the “garden
room.” Manager Elmer “Rod” Rogers said it would have six check-
out counters, fluorescent lighting and continuous background music.

Safeway promoted the store’s practices and pricing. A Septem-
ber 1973 ad stated the company trimmed its meat before weighing,

(Please turn to Page 3)

Commissioners reject
counteroffer from union

The Richardson County Board of Commissioners gathered on
Wednesday, February 11, 2026, at the courthouse for a regularly
scheduled meeting.

The Board approved Chairman Caverzagie to sign a service
agreement with Speece-Lewis Engineering, LLC, for project num-
ber BRO-7076(27) for a project located on 710 Road between 651
and 650 Avenue.

Highway Superintendent Steve Darveau Jr. advised the Board that
a gate on a rock truck had opened, causing a small trail of gravel on
Harlan St. Mr. Darveau told the Board that the city helped, and the
mess was cleared quickly.

Darveau also questioned whether the Board had given much
thought to hauling rock.

“I know we’re not there yet,” said Darveau. “I’'m just saying, I’ve
looked at my budget, and we are in February, and we hauled De-
cember, January, and we don’t normally do that.”

Darveau proceeded, stating he would be over budget soon on rock
for the year. So far, the county has spent $864,225 out of the mil-
lion-dollar rock budget. The budget cycle ends in July.

(Please turn to Page 11)

Seeking nominees for honor
wall at Falls City high school

The Falls City Public Schools Wall of Fame Steering Committee
is seeking nominations for this year’s selection. The Wall of Fame
is not to be confused with the Sports Hall of Fame, although out-
standing athletes could be included in the nominations.

The Wall of Fame’s purpose is to honor and preserve the history
of those associated with the local public school system, who have
contributed meritorious service in their field. Photos and biogra-
phies of the 32 selected recipients appear just opposite to the main
entrance to the high school. The honoree or honorees are chosen by
a Selection Committee which is composed of persons representing
different eras.

The person or persons selected will be inducted into the Wall of
Fame during the Falls City High School’s Annual Alumni Associa-
tion’s dinner meeting at Prichard Auditorium on June 28th. This is
the twenty-fourth year for the Wall of Fame. A project started by
the late Bob Ferguson and the late Rex Jones, members of the Class
of 1948.

Current members of the Wall of Fame include the following in-
dividuals:

Inducted in 2003; Alice Cleaver, Gil Dodds, John Falter, Mari-
lyn Schmechel, and Bill Schock. In 2004; Marlan Downey and Er-
nest White. In 2005; Robert E. Ebel and Harry Hillyard. Inducted
in 2006; Lloyd Hahn, in 2007; Pee Wee Irwin, in 2008; Lanathan
D. Camblin. Inducted in 2009; Larry Stednitz, in 2010; Wilfred L.
“Will” Ebel, in 2011: Merle Bachman and Ernie O. Thomas.

Inducted in 2012; Allan Tubach, in 2013; Douglas and David
Brennar, in 2014; Edward Lovick, in 2015; Richard Schock. In-
ducted in 2016; Dr. Moros L. Shubert, in 2017; Dr. Gay Gibson
Cima, in 2018; Ronald David Bachman, in 2019; Kenneth Koehler.
Inducted in 2020; Neal William Scheitel, in 2021; Robert L. Fergu-
son, in 2022; Ron Kelley and Henry W. Wulf, in 2023 Lawrence N.

(Please turn to Page 3)
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Harkendorff to recommend Gary Jorn
as City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer

at Tuesday night Council meeting

Falls City City Administrator, Clerk and Treasurer Anthony Nuss-
baum had resigned, effective Feb. 20, 2026.

Last week after the paper went to print Mayor Mark Harkendorff
sent a press release saying he had received the resignation from
Nussbaum. Harkendorff added that city operations would continue
with the Deputy City Clerk and Deputy City Treasurer performing
the functions of those offices until the vacancy is filled.

At the end of last week the Falls City Council agenda stated that
Mayor Harkendorff was to make a recommendation to consider the
appointment of Gary Jorn as city administrator, clerk and treasurer
at the Feb. 17,2026 City Council meeting.

The agenda listed under Discussion and Action, confirm the ap-
pointment by Mayor Mark Harkendorff of Gary Jorn as City Ad-
ministrator, Clerk and Treasurer. Appointment to be effective Feb-
ruary 24,2026 on a part time basis at a rate of $75.00 per hour with
no benefits, to become full time effective March 1, 2026 at same
salary as current City Administrator, Clerk and Treasurer with full
benefits. First year would include three weeks paid vacation time
and will move up vacation scale from there.

Jorn was previously appointed to the position in 2007 at the recom-
mendation of the late Rod Vandeberg, who was Mayor of Falls City
at the time.

At that time Vandeberg had noted Jorn’s accounting, auditing and
budgeting background skills as critical to the position. Vandeberg
said Jorn would be, “an excellent addition to our staff” and pos-
sesses the skill that the City “really, really needs.

When Jorn offered his resignation in June 2021, he said it was be-
cause he had been contemplating going back to school.

“It’s been a multi-year decision because I really enjoy my job here
at the City. But I'm at a point where if I want to go back to school, I
need to make that decision today and not tomorrow and that’s what
I want to do is go back to school and further my education.”

“It will be over 14 years of my employment with the City. Its been
a pleasure to serve the many councils and the mayors that I have
served.” Jorn stated at the time.

The Journal will update the story once the Council makes its final
decision.

Richardson County courthouse
encourages residents to plan ahead
following USPS postmark clarification

The Richardson County Courthouse is alerting residents and busi-
nesses that they should plan ahead when submitting time-sensitive
mail following a recent clarification by the United States Postal Ser-
vice (USPS) regarding postmarking practices.

Under the updated guidance, USPS cannot guarantee that the
date it takes possession of a mail piece will be the date reflected in
the postmark. Residents are encouraged to take extra precautions
when mailing documents that rely on a postmark to meet statutory
or regulatory deadlines. This includes: property valuation protest
forms, real estate tax payments, tax exempt and homestead exempt
applications, early vote ballot applications and voter registration ap-
plications.

Additionally, recent USPS transportation changes may affect

(Please turn to Page 3)
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There are celebrity deaths that you’re prepared for, and
then there are the ones that quietly hit you.

Last week, James Van Der Beek died at 48 after a battle
with colorectal cancer. I didn’t personally know him. Most
of us didn’t. But for a certain generation, it felt personal.

If you were a teenage girl in the late 1990s, you grew up
with him.

We met him in Dawson’s Creek, a show that was more
than a show at the time. It was a ritual. Wednesday nights
meant something. You planned around it.

Those stories imprinted on us. We were young, still figur-
ing out who we were and those characters felt like us. They
talked about feelings in a way we couldn’t. They wrestled
with friendships, love and heartbreak. They made mistakes
and the adults in their world always listened, understood
and gave them space to fall and rise again.

It was messy and dramatic and, more often than not, com-
pletely unrealistic. At the time we didn’t know that, but it
mattered.

It introduced many of us to classic films, to complicated
relationships, to the idea that we could try to have conver-
sations that could be deep. It gave us a place to go when our
own lives felt far too heavy. For an hour, we could go to
Capeside and sit with those characters and their problems
instead of our own.

There are moments from that show that never really leave
you.

Mitch Leery’s car accident. That scene still hurts.

Pacey telling Joey that he remembers everything.

And the feeling of sitting in that living room in Dawson,
completely wrapped up in a story that made you yell out
loud in anger, frustration or happiness. All of which I did.

That is what made this loss hit differently.

Some celebrity deaths feel like the closing of a life well
lived. Robert Redford, represents that.

But this one feels like losing a piece of your own timeline.

It pulls you back to who you were when you first watched
him. Fifteen years old, unsure, in a life that is uprooted scary
and all the while still forming your ideas about love and
friendship and who you wanted to become.

And then it reminds you how quickly time moves.

Van Der Beek spoke often about his diagnosis and his ef-
forts to raise awareness about colorectal cancer. It’s a disease
that does not always come with early warning signs and one
that is increasingly being diagnosed in younger adults.

The American Cancer Society now recommends regular
screening beginning at age 45 for those at average risk. For
many people, that age feels far away, or unnecessary, or
easy to put off.

It shouldn’t be.

Early detection can make a difference. Paying attention to
your body matters. Talking to your doctor matters.

These are not easy conversations. But they are important.

The reality is, the people we grew up with are getting old-
er.

And so are we.

There is something about revisiting those old shows, those
familiar faces, that makes time feel like it hasn’t moved at
all. One minute you are back in that living room, watching
Jen get out of that cab and the next you are looking at your
kid who has a full beard, realizing how much life has hap-
pened since then.

You cannot go back to Capeside.

But you can remember what it felt like to be there and
understand that time is something we all don’t have. So we
need to take care of ourselves and stop putting off that self
care for later.

Because later keeps coming faster than you think.
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All things Nebraska
In a rush to deport more immigrants,
there have been deadly consequences

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner

Can we all agree on one
thing?

Seeing Americans shot
and killed on American
streets by fellow Americans
is not at all good.

I’ve purposely waited to
write about the killing of
two people on the streets of
Minneapolis by agents of
Immigration and Customs
Enforcement (ICE) and
U.S. Border Patrol to allow
more information to come
out.

There was quite a rush to
judgment in both cases. Re-
nee Good, who was shot
and killed a month ago, was
immediately labeled a “do-
mestic terrorist” who “ran
over” a federal agent.

Just after Alex Pretti was
gunned down on Jan. 24,
federal leaders said that
he had approached Border
Patrol agents with a 9mm
semi-automatic  handgun
and had “violently resisted”
when agents sought to dis-
arm him.

Video of both incidents
tended to dispel those ac-
counts. (There was also
video of a previous incident
in which Pretti had kicked
out a taillight of a federal
vehicle and spit at officers.
Why wasn’t he arrested
then?)

Were both shootings justi-
fied? Did officers act in self
defense?

Guidelines for the Depart-
ment of Homeland Secu-
rity state that lethal force
should be used only if there
is a “reasonable belief”
of an imminent threat of
death or serious injury to
officers. Those guidelines
also say an officer should
not shoot into a moving
vehicle (probably better to
get a license plate number
and track that person down
later) and that standing in
front of a vehicle is a bad
idea.

We all have our opinions
(and this column isn’t going
to change any). But these
are questions best decided
by a jury. Sadly, federal of-
ficers are protected against
lawsuits in most instances
and these questions likely
won’t get to court.

A buddy, who was equal-
ly horrified by the killings,
said that Good would like-
ly still be alive if she had
gotten out of her car. Pretti,
he speculated, would not
have been slain if he hadn’t
intervened when an agent
pushed a fellow anti-ICE
protester to the ground.

Ok, sure. But does block-
ing a street with your car, or
trying to help up a woman
from a snowy sidewalk jus-
tify the death penalty?

Let’s hope not.

We’ve heard now that ICE
will withdraw most of its
forces in Minneapolis, and
will take a less aggressive
and less confrontation-
al approach in the future,
sending out pairs of officers
to apprehend specifically
identified targets. If true,
that’s a much better ap-
proach than swarming doz-
ens of agents down public
streets — not the best way to
promote peace and safety in
neighborhoods.

I’'ve covered law en-
forcement agencies over
the years, and the officers
and troopers I knew were
professionals who wanted
things done right, and were
in the profession for the
right reasons. They were
also trained to avoid using
deadly force, and deploy
de-escalation  techniques
first.

When there was a fatal
shooting by an officer, an
outside agency, with a per-

ception of independence,
would review the incident
and issue a report.

Any legitimate agency that
had two officer-involved
fatal shootings in the space
of a few days as in Minne-
apolis, would take a pause,
review its procedures and
ask “can’t we do our job
without killing people?”

Federal immigration of-
ficials eventually did that,
but it took way too long for
common sense to prevail.

Now there’s calls for ICE
agents to stop wearing ban-
danas over their faces (like
some terrorist group), to
wear body cameras, and
clearly identify themselves
with a name tag. All good
ideas in a country where
there are constitutional
rights against unreasonable
search and seizure.

When the Minneapolis
occurred, I wondered “are
agents properly trained in
crowd control?” How about
de-escalation?

Right now, ICE is rushing
to hire 10,000 new agents,
doubling its ranks -- a rush
that has led to lowering
fitness, education and age
requirements, and cutting
training time in half. Not
wise.

Like a lot of people, I'm
OK with deporting the
“worst of the worst” — seri-
ous criminals.

But what federal authori-
ties have been doing, in too
many instances, has gone
way beyond that. And the
consequences have been
deadly.

Paul Hammel has covered the
Nebraska state government and
the state for decades. Prior to his
retirement, he was senior contrib-
utor with the Nebraska Examiner.
He was previously with the Oma-
ha World-Herald, Lincoln Journal
Star and Omaha Sun. A native of
Ralston, Nebraska, he loves travel-
ing and writing about the state.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: LOVE’S IN THE AIR

ACROSS

1. Biology lab supply

5. Aldous Huxley’s drug of
choice

8. *Certain Courtney

12. Tear violently

13. Color of a bruise

14. Al Roker’s show

15. Pupil control

16. Any minute, to Shakespeare
17. Sheep-like

18.*H. P. of science fiction fame
20. Hibernation stations

21. Boat station

22. Tennis shot

23. Packed in container

26. User-friendly interface, acr.
30. Genetic info carrier, acr.

31. *Love unquestioningly

34. Equal to 1.3 ounces in Asia
35. Not a minor

37. Poem addressed to certain
subject

38. Hundred, in Italian

39. Nothing

40. Relating to clone

42. Division, abbr.

43. Sloughed off skin

45. Fluffy dessert

47.All good things come to this?
48. Between Octs and Novs

50. Verde National Park
52. *B-52s’ “little old place” (2
words)

56. Singing femme fatale

57. Deed hearing

58. Reverberated sound

59. Blue-Green scum, pl.

60. Misery cause

61. Actress Perlman

62. Scheme

63. Right coast time

64. Made by tailor
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DOWN

1. Seed cover

2. Biking helmet manufacturer
3.Tel ___,Israel

4. #64 Across, redone

5. Like 1969 landing

6. Laugh with contempt

7. Fender-bender damage

8. *ak.a. hickey (2 words)

9. Norse deity

10. “Off The Wall” shoe

11. Needle hole

13. Macy’s Thanksgiving of-
fering

14. Commotions

19. Silica variety

22.NaOH

23. Solder together

24. Dewey Decimal Classifi-
cation, a.k.a. Relative
25. Pleasant Island

26. Small songbird

27. Harry’s and Hermione’s
magic tools

28. Bigfoot’s cousins

29. *Hand cover, with love
32. *Lemming relative, or
anagram of love

33. Tokyo, formerly

36. *Couch for two

38. Lumps in liquid

40. Knave

41. Unit of electric current
flow

44. Absurd

46. Theater guides

48. Nutritious beans
49. Black tie one

50. Grain grinder
51.%“Cogito, _____ sum
52. Stud site

53. Occasional heart condition
54. Prepare to swallow

55. Riddle without solution
56. Tree juice
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75 Years Ago, February 18, 1951 to February 24, 1951

With reports yet to be finalized, the March of Dimes campaign in the county had
reached $5,012, according to County Drive chairman Don Thomas.

Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis starred in “At War with the Army,” showing at the Rivoli
Theater. Accompanying the movie was a Little Rascals short and a Tom and Jerry car-
toon.

Members of the Falls City Volunteer Fire Department held their annual banquet for
their wives at the Hi-Way Café. The committee in charge of the event was: Mr. and Mrs.
Lanthan Camblin, Mr. and Mrs. John Casey and Mr. and Mrs. Roland Bahr.

The music of Lawrence Welk and his 17-piece orchestra was highly pleasing to ap-
proximately 600 dancers who attended the Elks charity event at Prichard Auditorium.

Barbara Stanwyck ended her 11-year marriage to Robert Taylor by filing for divorce
in front of a Hollywood judge. Stanwyck said, “He said he had enjoyed his freedom
during the months he was in Italy. He wanted to be able to continue his life without
restrictions.”

Chuck Jensen scored his 1,000th career point as Pawnee City defeated Auburn 66-35.
Jensen led Pawnee City with a 27-point effort in the win.

The Board of Commissioners appointed Frank M. Boss of Humboldt as a justice of the
peace. Boss had posted bond and was qualified for the position.

Nearly all the “hard-to-get” items on the list of materials needed for the new municipal
swimming pool had arrived, according to Mayor Paul Zimmer. Swanson Construction
of Hastings was expected to resume work on the project as soon as the weather permit-
ted.

The Shubert town team defeated Watson 41-40 in a thrilling cage match. Laverne
Meyerkorth led Shubert with 19 points, while Robert Kane had 13 for Watson.

Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rowan were the parents of a six-pound son, born at Our Lady of
Perpetual Help Hospital. The baby was named William Cain.

Lester Leafty, torpedoman’s mate, third class USN, was serving aboard the destroyer
USS Gurke, operating with the naval forces in the Far East. Leafty had been in the naval
service since 1945.

Humboldt closed the basketball season with a 58-23 win over Auburn. Dick Lafferty
scored 28 points for the Cardinals, while Lee Norris topped Auburn with six.

A surprise party was held for Mr. and Mrs. Fred Scholl at their home in Rulo to cele-
brate the couple’s 40thanniversary.

50 Years Ago, February 18, 1976 to February 24, 1976

Jo Ellen Groothuis and Tod Gentry, seniors at Falls City High School, were named
the winners of the Elks’ Most Valuable Student Contest and received a $200 first-place
award.

Dave Groothuis scored 11, and Skip Lewis had 10 as the Tigers fell to Mound City,
54-53. John Zeliff led the Panthers with 14 points.

“Rooster Cogburn,” starring John Wayne and Katherine Hepburn, was showing for
one week at the Rivoli Theater.

Goodyear Farm Tire Center advertised a free pancake-and-sausage feed at its store at
1701 Chase Street.

Mrs. Charles Smith was awarded the North School PTA honorary life membership at
their Founder’s Day meeting. The award was given each year to an individual who gave
special service to their community.

Dr. L.V. Brennan, Falls City Public School’s doctor for years, was awarded honorary
life membership by the South School PTA.

According to Supt. Paul Wentworth, the new parking lot at the Dawson-Verdon High
School, was ready for use.

Mrs. Dan Froeschl was named the 1976 Cancer Crusade director for Richardson Coun-
ty, as announced by Dan Wherry, 1976 State Crusade chairman of the American Cancer
Society of Nebraska.

The Veterans Administration disbursed approximately $684.,551 in Richardson Coun-
ty in 1975. The largest portion of the checks, $379,632, was disability compensation
and pension checks to veterans, their dependents and survivors.

Sgt. 1st Class Jim L. Noll extended his enlistment in Company B, 134th Infantry for a
29th year. The company comprised three officers and 60 enlisted men.

Late free throws by Janice Kottich lifted the Lady Tigers past Auburn, 29-27. Kottich
sank both free throw attempts with three seconds remaining to give FC the win. CC
Burton led FC with a game-high 10 points.

Traffic in the area was halted as high winds and drifting snow blocked traffic north and
south of Falls City.

Sacred Heart set a school record by defeating Rock Port 113-64. Dan Hill led all scor-
ers with 26 points and a whopping 31 rebounds. Bob Aitken added 21 points and 12
boards.

Humboldt’s Dave Masonbrink and Jeff Fankhauser placed fourth in Class D at the
State Wrestling Tournament.

Larry Munn and Ross Smith captured the doubles championship of the Nebraska Elks
Bowling Tournament held at York. Smith fired a scratch 612, and Munn had a 587 for a
1,199 scratch and a winning handicap total of 1,330.

Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor remarried in 1975 after a divorce, and reportedly
agreed to separate again.

Community Hospital authorities were asking the public to limit their visits to the facil-
ity. The hospital was overflowing with patients, several of whom had the flu. Visitors at
Sunny Court nursing home were also being turned away until the flu subsided.

25 Years Ago, February 18,2001 to February 24,2001

Residents of Shubert were asked to boil their drinking and cooking water after service
was interrupted when the only operational pump in the village system stopped working.

Brian and Roberta Kirkendall were the parents of a daughter born at Saint Elizabeth’s
Regional Center in Lincoln. Hannah Dorothea weighed 6 pounds, 10 ounces and was
welcomed home by big brother Lucas.

Falls City’s Shane Vollmer placed third, and Jake Harkendorff was fifth at the NSAA
State Wrestling competition. Humboldt-Table Rock’s Justin Shupp placed fifth in the
heavyweight division in Class D.

Sacred Heart defeated Southeast Consolidated 51-43 in subdistrict action at Auburn
High School. Tony Santo led SH with 14 points, while Brent Shubert and Kurty Lock-
ard each had 14 for the Mustangs.

Ashley Eickhoff, an FFA student at Falls City High School, earned a second-place
purple ribbon in district competition and qualified for the state contest.

The new library fund topped $700,000, according to Gail Froeschl, a member of the
Library Building Committee and chairman of the fundraising effort.

The grand opening of a $24 million ethanol plant in Craig, Missouri, drew hundreds
of interested people.

The D-V boys basketball season came to an end with a 78-35 loss to Sterling at the
Class D2 sub-district in Lincoln. Kris Glathar scored 10 points and Dan Fritz and Ryan
Bennett each had three rebounds to lead the Jets.

The Falls City Legion Baseball Committee announced Craig Martinosky as the new
Legion Juniors Baseball Coach.

Mary Whitehouse and Bev Seid were honored for all their contributions to the Rich-
ardson County 4-H Hotshots.

Hullman’s Ford advertised a 2000 Lincoln LS for $30,950, a $6,870 discount off
MSRP. The Humboldt High School speech team scored 258 points to win the Pioneer
Conference Speech Meet held at Dawson-Verdon High School. Second place went to
the Jets with 88 points, and Pawnee City was third with 82.

Seeking
nominees

for honor
wall at FCHS

(Continued from Page 1)
Ketter and Rex Jones. In
2024, Bob Burton. Inducted
in 2025 was Paul Weinert
and Dr. Patricia Cain Smith.

Directors, Roger Lampe,
Class of 1976, and Susan
Findlay, Class of 1988, head
the steering committee. Any-
one interested in making a
nomination for the Wall of
Fame is encouraged to ob-
tain the forms from Roger,
phone 402-245-8207, or
Susan phone 402-883-7667.
Forms may also be obtained
by emailing fchs76wof@
yahoo.com. The individuals
previously nominated re-
main on the active list of the
Selection Committee.

The deadline form submit-
ting nominations this year is
March 18th, 2026.

RC courthouse
encourages
residents to plan
ahead following
USPS postmark
clarification

(Continued from Page 1)
how mail moves from local
post offices to processing
centers. This could further
delay when the mail is post-
marked.

To help avoid late filings or
delinquent payments, county
officials recommend that res-
idents and businesses take the
following steps when submit-
ting time-sensitive mail:

» Use electronic or online
services whenever available
to ensure timely submission.

* Mail items early, allow-
ing additional time ahead of
deadlines.

* Request a manual (local)
postmark at the post office
when mailing time-sensitive
documents. This service is
free and ensures the postmark
reflects the date USPS takes
possession of the mail piece.

e Consider optional mail-
ing services such as Certified
Mail, Registered Mail, or
a Certificate of Mailing for
added documentation and as-
surance.

Residents with questions
about filing deadlines, pay-
ment options, or available
electronic services are en-
couraged to contact the re-
spective offices within the
Richardson County Court-
house for further information.

Family Fare to close March 13,
ending more than 50 years of

grocery service at 1900 Harlan

(Continued from Page 1)

telling customers, “We’ll give you two T-Bone steaks
if ever you get a Safeway T-Bone not trimmed this
money-saving way.”

The store later operated as Superfoods before tran-
sitioning to Hinky Dinky in 1990, according to Falls
City Journal archives.

When owner/operator Randy Gottula came in in
1990 he said the store would have an increased variety
of products available. He also planned to expand the
greeting card and gift section as well as a larger non-
foods and general merchandise department. Next-day
film processing service was added as well as a private
label line of items, “Pantry Pride.”

During the Hinky Dinky era, the store continued to
advertise weekly specials and services in the newspa-
per. In March 1996, more than 600 people attended a
ribbon cutting for completion of a remodeling and ex-
pansion project at the store, according to Journal ar-
chives.

Throughout Gottula’s time at Hinky Dinky/Sunmart
there were many additional services and promotions.
Such as promotions for a “Taste of Summer Sale” in-
cluded a children’s coloring contest, face painting,
videos for children, 10 cent ice cream cones, bicycle
licensing by the Falls City Police Department and free
Kansas City Royals baseball cards. Lori and Randy
Gottula also had many programs that gave back to the
community like Husker athletic meet and greets and
a Support Our Schools program, donating funds each
year to area schools.

The Gottula family owned and operated the Hinky
Dinky and later Sunmart store in Falls City for 23
years. Upon his retirement from Sunmart in 2013,
Gottula said seeing young employees move on to be
successful was among the things he was most proud of
during his time at the store.

The store transitioned to the Sunmart name in 2000.
In 2023, it made the transition from Sunmart to Family
Fare, with a grand re opening event held at the store.

Falls City EDGE, whos mission is to encourage
economic development and growth in the area stated
“While this closure is not ideal, please know we’re
already working on next steps. We will be requesting
permission to help recruit a buyer and bring a new busi-
ness to this location that our community will value.”

We would like to thank Falls City EDGE for inducting
us into the Falls City business’ Wall of Fame. For 25 years,
we had the pleasure of serving you at Hinky Dinky and
SunMart. And the Falls City community supported us.
We love Falls City, and are humbled by this honor.

Thank you so much.
Randy & Lori Gottula

B= Family-Owned & Operated =

Over 40 Years Combined Experience

Trusted, honest, and dependable auto repair
you can count on.

Owners & Mechanics:

CHRIS GILL & JAKE GILL

SERVICES INCLUDE:

e Complete Auto Repair
e Diagnostics & Tune-Ups
» Brakes & Suspension

e A/C & Electrical

No job too small. Quality work done right the first time.

¢ 2810 Bill Schock Blvd., Falls City

402-245-4557




