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NOW HIRING!
Check out the Classified Page!
• Magnolia Metal, Auburn
• Nemaha County Hospital, 

Auburn
• City of Morrill, KS
• Midwest Ready Mix & 
   Building Supplies, Inc., 
    Sabetha, KS
• Hiawatha Implement, 

Mound City, MO
• Golden Triangle Energy, 

Craig, MO
• Colonial Acres, Humboldt

February
18 Ash Sunday Service, 

noon at St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church

1

22 ZCBJ CZECH Hall Polka 
Party. Noon Potluck, 
Dance 1-4PM

The Richardson County Courthouse is alerting residents and busi-
nesses that they should plan ahead when submitting time-sensitive 
mail following a recent clarification by the United States Postal Ser-
vice (USPS) regarding postmarking practices.

Under the updated guidance, USPS cannot guarantee that the 
date it takes possession of a mail piece will be the date reflected in 
the postmark. Residents are encouraged to take extra precautions 
when mailing documents that rely on a postmark to meet statutory 
or regulatory deadlines. This includes:  property valuation protest 
forms, real estate tax payments, tax exempt and homestead exempt 
applications, early vote ballot applications and voter registration ap-
plications. 

Additionally, recent USPS transportation changes may affect 

The Falls City Public Schools Wall of Fame Steering Committee 
is seeking nominations for this year’s selection. The Wall of Fame 
is not to be confused with the Sports Hall of Fame, although out-
standing athletes could be included in the nominations.

The Wall of Fame’s purpose is to honor and preserve the history 
of those associated with the local public school system, who have 
contributed meritorious service in their field. Photos and biogra-
phies of the 32 selected recipients appear just opposite to the main 
entrance to the high school. The honoree or honorees are chosen by 
a Selection Committee which is composed of persons representing 
different eras.

The person or persons selected will be inducted into the Wall of 
Fame during the Falls City High School’s Annual Alumni Associa-
tion’s dinner meeting at Prichard Auditorium on June 28th. This is 
the twenty-fourth year for the Wall of Fame. A project started by 
the late Bob Ferguson and the late Rex Jones, members of the Class 
of 1948.

Current members of the Wall of Fame include the following in-
dividuals:

Inducted in 2003; Alice Cleaver, Gil Dodds, John Falter, Mari-
lyn Schmechel, and Bill Schock. In 2004; Marlan Downey and Er-
nest White. In 2005; Robert E. Ebel and Harry Hillyard. Inducted 
in 2006; Lloyd Hahn, in 2007; Pee Wee Irwin, in 2008; Lanathan 
D. Camblin. Inducted in 2009; Larry Stednitz, in 2010; Wilfred L 
“Will” Ebel, in 2011: Merle Bachman and Ernie O. Thomas.

Inducted in 2012; Allan Tubach, in 2013; Douglas and David 
Brennar, in 2014; Edward Lovick, in 2015; Richard Schock. In-
ducted in 2016; Dr. Moros L. Shubert, in 2017; Dr. Gay Gibson 
Cima, in 2018; Ronald David Bachman, in 2019; Kenneth Koehler. 
Inducted in 2020; Neal William Scheitel, in 2021; Robert L. Fergu-
son, in 2022; Ron Kelley and Henry W. Wulf, in 2023 Lawrence N. 

The Richardson County Board of Commissioners gathered on 
Wednesday, February 11, 2026, at the courthouse for a regularly 
scheduled meeting. 
The Board approved Chairman Caverzagie to sign a service 

agreement with Speece-Lewis Engineering, LLC, for project num-
ber BRO-7076(27) for a project located on 710 Road between 651 
and 650 Avenue. 
Highway Superintendent Steve Darveau Jr. advised the Board that 

a gate on a rock truck had opened, causing a small trail of gravel on 
Harlan St. Mr. Darveau told the Board that the city helped, and the 
mess was cleared quickly. 
Darveau also questioned whether the Board had given much 

thought to hauling rock. 
“I know we’re not there yet,” said Darveau. “I’m just saying, I’ve 

looked at my budget, and we are in February, and we hauled De-
cember, January, and we don’t normally do that.” 
Darveau proceeded, stating he would be over budget soon on rock 

for the year. So far, the county has spent $864,225 out of the mil-
lion-dollar rock budget. The budget cycle ends in July. 

Falls City City Administrator, Clerk and Treasurer Anthony Nuss-
baum had resigned, effective Feb. 20, 2026.
Last week after the paper went to print Mayor Mark Harkendorff 

sent a press release saying he had received the resignation from 
Nussbaum. Harkendorff added that city operations would continue 
with the Deputy City Clerk and Deputy City Treasurer performing 
the functions of those offices until the vacancy is filled.
At the end of last week the Falls City Council agenda stated that  

Mayor Harkendorff was to make a recommendation to consider the 
appointment of Gary Jorn as city administrator, clerk and treasurer 
at the Feb. 17, 2026 City Council meeting.
The agenda listed under Discussion and Action, confirm the ap-

pointment by Mayor Mark Harkendorff of Gary Jorn as City Ad-
ministrator, Clerk and Treasurer. Appointment to be effective Feb-
ruary 24, 2026 on a part time basis at a rate of $75.00 per hour with 
no benefits, to become full time effective March 1, 2026 at same 
salary as current City Administrator, Clerk and Treasurer with full 
benefits. First year would include three weeks paid vacation time 
and will move up vacation scale from there.
Jorn was previously appointed to the position in 2007 at the recom-

mendation of the late Rod Vandeberg, who was Mayor of Falls City 
at the time.
At that time Vandeberg had noted Jorn’s accounting, auditing and 

budgeting background skills as critical to the position. Vandeberg 
said Jorn would be, “an excellent addition to our staff” and pos-
sesses the skill that the City “really, really needs.
When Jorn offered his resignation in June 2021, he said it was be-

cause he had been contemplating going back to school. 
“It’s been a multi-year decision because I really enjoy my job here 

at the City. But I’m at a point where if I want to go back to school, I 
need to make that decision today and not tomorrow and that’s what 
I want to do is go back to school and further my education.”
 “It will be over 14 years of my employment with the City. Its been 

a pleasure to serve the many councils and the mayors that I have 
served.” Jorn stated at the time.
The Journal will update the story once the Council makes its final 

decision.

Pictured above, Safeway days before opening September, 1972. 
Family Fare, February 13, 2026.

The Family Fare grocery store in Falls City will close March 
13, ending more than five decades of grocery operations at 1900 
Harlan Street.

“We have made the difficult decision to close the Family Fare 
location in Falls City, Neb., with our final day of business taking 
place on March 13,” said Silvi Nicholas, district manager for Spar-
tanNash. “We are grateful to our store guests for their loyal sup-
port, as well as our dedicated team members for their commitment 
to our shoppers.”

The grocery store location goes back to 1972, when a new Safe-
way supermarket was constructed at 1900 Harlan according to 

Family Fare to close March 13, ending more than 50 years of grocery service at 1900 Harlan
Journal archives.

In a June 21, 1972, Falls City Journal photos documented con-
struction of the building and progress of a booming Falls City.

By September, the store was ready to open. The Journal reported 
the store would stock “over 8,000 different grocery items.” The ar-
ticle stated the building covered approximately 21,000 square feet 
and included parking for about 120 cars. It would also increase 
the produce area to 68 feet which the company called the “garden 
room.” Manager Elmer “Rod” Rogers said it would have six check-
out counters, fluorescent lighting and continuous background music. 

Safeway promoted the store’s practices and pricing. A Septem-
ber 1973 ad stated the company trimmed its meat before weighing, 

Harkendorff to recommend Gary Jorn 
as City Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer 

at Tuesday night Council meeting

Richardson County courthouse 
encourages residents to plan ahead 

following USPS postmark clarification

 Commissioners reject 
counteroffer from union

Seeking nominees for honor 
wall at Falls City high school
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Morrill Fire Dept. 
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Morrill Community Center

28

Babies of 2025-Page 16



Walk,Don’t Run
By: Nikki McKim

“Sez-I” Letters to the Editor
We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-I’s.”  All letters sent to the Falls 

City Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification. 
We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste, 

libelous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be 
published. 
Letters may be e-mailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street, 

Falls City, NE 68355.
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All things Nebraska
In a rush to deport more immigrants, 
there have been deadly consequences

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior 
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner
Can we all agree on one 

thing?
Seeing Americans shot 

and killed on American 
streets by fellow Americans 
is not at all good.
I’ve purposely waited to 

write about the killing of 
two people on the streets of 
Minneapolis by agents of 
Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement (ICE) and 
U.S. Border Patrol to allow 
more information to come 
out.
There was quite a rush to 

judgment in both cases. Re-
nee Good, who was shot 
and killed a month ago, was 
immediately labeled a “do-
mestic terrorist” who “ran 
over” a federal agent. 
Just after Alex Pretti was 

gunned down on Jan. 24, 
federal leaders said that 
he had approached Border 
Patrol agents with a 9mm 
semi-automatic handgun 
and had “violently resisted” 
when agents sought to dis-
arm him. 
Video of both incidents 

tended to dispel those ac-
counts. (There was also 
video of a previous incident 
in which Pretti had kicked 
out a taillight of a federal 
vehicle and spit at officers. 
Why wasn’t he arrested 
then?)
Were both shootings justi-

fied? Did officers act in self 
defense?
Guidelines for the Depart-

ment of Homeland Secu-
rity state that lethal force 
should be used only if there 
is a “reasonable belief” 
of an imminent threat of 
death or serious injury to 
officers. Those guidelines 
also say an officer should 
not shoot into a moving 
vehicle (probably better to 
get a license plate number 
and track that person down 
later) and that standing in 
front of a vehicle is a bad 
idea.
We all have our opinions 

(and this column isn’t going 
to change any). But these 
are questions best decided 
by a jury. Sadly, federal of-
ficers are protected against 
lawsuits in most instances 
and these questions likely 
won’t get to court.
A buddy, who was equal-

ly horrified by the killings, 
said that Good would like-
ly still be alive if she had 
gotten out of her car. Pretti, 
he speculated, would not 
have been slain if he hadn’t 
intervened when an agent 
pushed a fellow anti-ICE 
protester to the ground.
Ok, sure. But does block-

ing a street with your car, or 
trying to help up a woman 
from a snowy sidewalk jus-
tify the death penalty?
Let’s hope not.
We’ve heard now that ICE 

will withdraw most of its 
forces in Minneapolis, and 
will take a less aggressive 
and less confrontation-
al approach in the future, 
sending out pairs of officers 
to apprehend specifically 
identified targets. If true, 
that’s a much better ap-
proach than swarming doz-
ens of agents down public 
streets – not the best way to 
promote peace and safety in 
neighborhoods.
I’ve covered law en-

forcement agencies over 
the years, and the officers 
and troopers I knew were 
professionals who wanted 
things done right, and were 
in the profession for the 
right reasons. They were 
also trained to avoid using 
deadly force, and deploy 
de-escalation techniques 
first.
When there was a fatal 

shooting by an officer, an 
outside agency, with a per-

ception of independence, 
would review the incident 
and issue a report.
Any legitimate agency that 

had two officer-involved 
fatal shootings in the space 
of a few days as in Minne-
apolis, would take a pause, 
review its procedures and 
ask “can’t we do our job 
without killing people?”
Federal immigration of-

ficials eventually did that, 
but it took way too long for 
common sense to prevail.
Now there’s calls for ICE 

agents to stop wearing ban-
danas over their faces (like 
some terrorist group), to 
wear body cameras, and 
clearly identify themselves 
with a name tag. All good 
ideas in a country where 
there are constitutional 
rights against unreasonable 
search and seizure.
When the Minneapolis 

occurred, I wondered “are 
agents properly trained in 
crowd control?” How about 
de-escalation? 
Right now, ICE is rushing 

to hire 10,000 new agents, 
doubling its ranks -- a rush 
that has led to lowering 
fitness, education and age 
requirements, and cutting 
training time in half. Not 
wise.
Like a lot of people, I’m 

OK with deporting the 
“worst of the worst” – seri-
ous criminals.
But what federal authori-

ties have been doing, in too 
many instances, has gone 
way beyond that. And the 
consequences have been 
deadly.

Paul Hammel has covered the 
Nebraska state government and 
the state for decades. Prior to his 
retirement, he was senior contrib-
utor with the Nebraska Examiner. 
He was previously with the Oma-
ha World-Herald, Lincoln Journal 
Star and Omaha Sun.  A native of 
Ralston, Nebraska, he loves travel-
ing and writing about the state.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: LOVE’S IN THE AIR

DOWN
1. Seed cover
2. Biking helmet manufacturer
3. Tel ____, Israel
4. #64 Across, redone
5. Like 1969 landing
6. Laugh with contempt
7. Fender-bender damage
8. *a.k.a. hickey (2 words)
9. Norse deity
10. “Off The Wall” shoe
11. Needle hole
13. Macy’s Thanksgiving of-
fering
14. Commotions
19. Silica variety
22. NaOH
23. Solder together
24. Dewey Decimal Classifi-
cation, a.k.a. Relative ____
25. Pleasant Island
26. Small songbird
27. Harry’s and Hermione’s 
magic tools
28. Bigfoot’s cousins
29. *Hand cover, with love
32. *Lemming relative, or 
anagram of love
33. Tokyo, formerly
36. *Couch for two
38. Lumps in liquid
40. Knave
41. Unit of electric current 
flow
44. Absurd
46. Theater guides
48. Nutritious beans
49. Black tie one
50. Grain grinder
51. “Cogito, ____ sum”
52. Stud site
53. Occasional heart condition
54. Prepare to swallow
55. Riddle without solution
56. Tree juice

ACROSS
1. Biology lab supply
5. Aldous Huxley’s drug of 
choice
8. *Certain Courtney
12. Tear violently
13. Color of a bruise
14. Al Roker’s show
15. Pupil control
16. Any minute, to Shakespeare
17. Sheep-like
18. *H. P. of science fiction fame
20. Hibernation stations
21. Boat station
22. Tennis shot
23. Packed in container
26. User-friendly interface, acr.
30. Genetic info carrier, acr.
31. *Love unquestioningly
34. Equal to 1.3 ounces in Asia
35. Not a minor
37. Poem addressed to certain 
subject
38. Hundred, in Italian
39. Nothing
40. Relating to clone
42. Division, abbr.
43. Sloughed off skin
45. Fluffy dessert
47. All good things come to this?
48. Between Octs and Novs
50. ____ Verde National Park
52. *B-52s’ “little old place” (2 
words)
56. Singing femme fatale
57. Deed hearing
58. Reverberated sound
59. Blue-Green scum, pl.
60. Misery cause
61. Actress Perlman
62. Scheme
63. Right coast time
64. Made by tailor

There are celebrity deaths that you’re prepared for, and 
then there are the ones that quietly hit you.

Last week, James Van Der Beek died at 48 after a battle 
with colorectal cancer. I didn’t personally know him. Most 
of us didn’t. But for a certain generation, it felt personal.

If you were a teenage girl in the late 1990s, you grew up 
with him.

We met him in Dawson’s Creek, a show that was more 
than a show at the time. It was a ritual. Wednesday nights 
meant something. You planned around it. 

Those stories imprinted on us. We were young, still figur-
ing out who we were and those characters felt like us. They 
talked about feelings in a way we couldn’t. They wrestled 
with friendships, love and heartbreak. They made mistakes 
and the adults in their world always listened, understood 
and gave them space to fall and rise again. 

It was messy and dramatic and, more often than not, com-
pletely unrealistic. At the time we didn’t know that, but it 
mattered.

It introduced many of us to classic films, to complicated 
relationships, to the idea that we could try to have conver-
sations that could be deep. It gave us a place to go when our 
own lives felt far too heavy. For an hour, we could go to 
Capeside and sit with those characters and their problems 
instead of our own.

There are moments from that show that never really leave 
you. 

Mitch Leery’s car accident. That scene still hurts.
Pacey telling Joey that he remembers everything.
And the feeling of sitting in that living room in Dawson, 

completely wrapped up in a story that made you yell out 
loud in anger, frustration or happiness. All of which I did. 

That is what made this loss hit differently.
Some celebrity deaths feel like the closing of a life well 

lived. Robert Redford, represents that.
But this one feels like losing a piece of your own timeline.
It pulls you back to who you were when you first watched 

him. Fifteen years old, unsure, in a life that is uprooted scary 
and all the while still forming your ideas about love and 
friendship and who you wanted to become. 

And then it reminds you how quickly time moves.
Van Der Beek spoke often about his diagnosis and his ef-

forts to raise awareness about colorectal cancer. It’s a disease 
that does not always come with early warning signs and one 
that is increasingly being diagnosed in younger adults.

The American Cancer Society now recommends regular 
screening beginning at age 45 for those at average risk. For 
many people, that age feels far away, or unnecessary, or 
easy to put off. 

It shouldn’t be.
Early detection can make a difference. Paying attention to 

your body matters. Talking to your doctor matters.
These are not easy conversations. But they are important.
The reality is, the people we grew up with are getting old-

er.
And so are we.
There is something about revisiting those old shows, those 

familiar faces, that makes time feel like it hasn’t moved at 
all. One minute you are back in that living room, watching 
Jen get out of that cab and the next you are looking at your 
kid who has a full beard, realizing how much life has hap-
pened since then.

You cannot go back to Capeside.
But you can remember what it felt like to be there and 

understand that time is something we all don’t have. So we 
need to take care of ourselves and stop putting off that self 
care for later. 

Because later keeps coming faster than you think.
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 75 Years Ago, February 18, 1951 to February 24, 1951
With reports yet to be finalized, the March of Dimes campaign in the county had 

reached $5,012, according to County Drive chairman Don Thomas. 
Dean Martin and Jerry Lewis starred in “At War with the Army,” showing at the Rivoli 

Theater. Accompanying the movie was a Little Rascals short and a Tom and Jerry car-
toon. 
Members of the Falls City Volunteer Fire Department held their annual banquet for 

their wives at the Hi-Way Café. The committee in charge of the event was: Mr. and Mrs. 
Lanthan Camblin, Mr. and Mrs. John Casey and Mr. and Mrs. Roland Bahr. 
The music of Lawrence Welk and his 17-piece orchestra was highly pleasing to ap-

proximately 600 dancers who attended the Elks charity event at Prichard Auditorium. 
Barbara Stanwyck ended her 11-year marriage to Robert Taylor by filing for divorce 

in front of a Hollywood judge.  Stanwyck said, “He said he had enjoyed his freedom 
during the months he was in Italy. He wanted to be able to continue his life without 
restrictions.” 
Chuck Jensen scored his 1,000th career point as Pawnee City defeated Auburn 66-35. 

Jensen led Pawnee City with a 27-point effort in the win. 
The Board of Commissioners appointed Frank M. Boss of Humboldt as a justice of the 

peace. Boss had posted bond and was qualified for the position. 
Nearly all the “hard-to-get” items on the list of materials needed for the new municipal 

swimming pool had arrived, according to Mayor Paul Zimmer. Swanson Construction 
of Hastings was expected to resume work on the project as soon as the weather permit-
ted. 
The Shubert town team defeated Watson 41-40 in a thrilling cage match. Laverne 

Meyerkorth led Shubert with 19 points, while Robert Kane had 13 for Watson. 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert Rowan were the parents of a six-pound son, born at Our Lady of 

Perpetual Help Hospital. The baby was named William Cain. 
Lester Leafty, torpedoman’s mate, third class USN, was serving aboard the destroyer 

USS Gurke, operating with the naval forces in the Far East. Leafty had been in the naval 
service since 1945. 
Humboldt closed the basketball season with a 58-23 win over Auburn. Dick Lafferty 

scored 28 points for the Cardinals, while Lee Norris topped Auburn with six. 
A surprise party was held for Mr. and Mrs. Fred Scholl at their home in Rulo to cele-

brate the couple’s 40thanniversary. 
50 Years Ago, February 18, 1976 to February 24, 1976

Jo Ellen Groothuis and Tod Gentry, seniors at Falls City High School, were named 
the winners of the Elks’ Most Valuable Student Contest and received a $200 first-place 
award. 
Dave Groothuis scored 11, and Skip Lewis had 10 as the Tigers fell to Mound City, 

54-53. John Zeliff led the Panthers with 14 points. 
“Rooster Cogburn,” starring John Wayne and Katherine Hepburn, was showing for 

one week at the Rivoli Theater. 
Goodyear Farm Tire Center advertised a free pancake-and-sausage feed at its store at 

1701 Chase Street. 
Mrs. Charles Smith was awarded the North School PTA honorary life membership at 

their Founder’s Day meeting. The award was given each year to an individual who gave 
special service to their community. 
Dr. L.V. Brennan, Falls City Public School’s doctor for years, was awarded honorary 

life membership by the South School PTA. 
According to Supt. Paul Wentworth, the new parking lot at the Dawson-Verdon High 

School, was ready for use. 
Mrs. Dan Froeschl was named the 1976 Cancer Crusade director for Richardson Coun-

ty, as announced by Dan Wherry, 1976 State Crusade chairman of the American Cancer 
Society of Nebraska. 
The Veterans Administration disbursed approximately $684,551 in Richardson Coun-

ty in 1975. The largest portion of the checks, $379,632, was disability compensation 
and pension checks to veterans, their dependents and survivors. 
Sgt. 1st Class Jim L. Noll extended his enlistment in Company B, 134th Infantry for a 

29th year. The company comprised three officers and 60 enlisted men. 
Late free throws by Janice Kottich lifted the Lady Tigers past Auburn, 29-27. Kottich 

sank both free throw attempts with three seconds remaining to give FC the win. CC 
Burton led FC with a game-high 10 points. 
Traffic in the area was halted as high winds and drifting snow blocked traffic north and 

south of Falls City. 
Sacred Heart set a school record by defeating Rock Port 113-64. Dan Hill led all scor-

ers with 26 points and a whopping 31 rebounds. Bob Aitken added 21 points and 12 
boards. 
Humboldt’s Dave Masonbrink and Jeff Fankhauser placed fourth in Class D at the 

State Wrestling Tournament. 
Larry Munn and Ross Smith captured the doubles championship of the Nebraska Elks 

Bowling Tournament held at York. Smith fired a scratch 612, and Munn had a 587 for a 
1,199 scratch and a winning handicap total of 1,330. 
Richard Burton and Elizabeth Taylor remarried in 1975 after a divorce, and reportedly 

agreed to separate again. 
Community Hospital authorities were asking the public to limit their visits to the facil-

ity. The hospital was overflowing with patients, several of whom had the flu. Visitors at 
Sunny Court nursing home were also being turned away until the flu subsided. 

25 Years Ago, February 18, 2001 to February 24, 2001
Residents of Shubert were asked to boil their drinking and cooking water after service 

was interrupted when the only operational pump in the village system stopped working. 
Brian and Roberta Kirkendall were the parents of a daughter born at Saint Elizabeth’s 

Regional Center in Lincoln. Hannah Dorothea weighed 6 pounds, 10 ounces and was 
welcomed home by big brother Lucas. 
Falls City’s Shane Vollmer placed third, and Jake Harkendorff was fifth at the NSAA 

State Wrestling competition. Humboldt-Table Rock’s Justin Shupp placed fifth in the 
heavyweight division in Class D. 
Sacred Heart defeated Southeast Consolidated 51-43 in subdistrict action at Auburn 

High School. Tony Santo led SH with 14 points, while Brent Shubert and Kurty Lock-
ard each had 14 for the Mustangs. 
Ashley Eickhoff, an FFA student at Falls City High School, earned a second-place 

purple ribbon in district competition and qualified for the state contest. 
The new library fund topped $700,000, according to Gail Froeschl, a member of the 

Library Building Committee and chairman of the fundraising effort. 
The grand opening of a $24 million ethanol plant in Craig, Missouri, drew hundreds 

of interested people. 
The D-V boys basketball season came to an end with a 78-35 loss to Sterling at the 

Class D2 sub-district in Lincoln. Kris Glathar scored 10 points and Dan Fritz and Ryan 
Bennett each had three rebounds to lead the Jets.
The Falls City Legion Baseball Committee announced Craig Martinosky as the new 

Legion Juniors Baseball Coach. 
Mary Whitehouse and Bev Seid were honored for all their contributions to the Rich-

ardson County 4-H Hotshots. 
Hullman’s Ford advertised a 2000 Lincoln LS for $30,950, a $6,870 discount off 

MSRP. The Humboldt High School speech team scored 258 points to win the Pioneer 
Conference Speech Meet held at Dawson-Verdon High School. Second place went to 
the Jets with 88 points, and Pawnee City was third with 82. 

  We would like to thank Falls City EDGE for inducting 
us into the Falls City business’ Wall of Fame. For 25 years, 
we had the pleasure of serving you at Hinky Dinky and 
SunMart. And the Falls City community supported us.  
We love Falls City, and are humbled by this honor.  
                            Thank you so much.  

Randy & Lori Gottula

telling customers, “We’ll give you two T-Bone steaks 
if ever you get a Safeway T-Bone not trimmed this 
money-saving way.”

The store later operated as Superfoods before tran-
sitioning to Hinky Dinky in 1990, according to Falls 
City Journal archives.

When owner/operator Randy Gottula came in in 
1990 he said the store would have an increased variety 
of products available. He also planned to expand the 
greeting card and gift section as well as a larger non-
foods and general merchandise department. Next-day 
film processing service was added as well as a private 
label line of items, “Pantry Pride.” 

During the Hinky Dinky era, the store continued to 
advertise weekly specials and services in the newspa-
per. In March 1996, more than 600 people attended a 
ribbon cutting for completion of a remodeling and ex-
pansion project at the store, according to Journal ar-
chives.

Throughout Gottula’s time at Hinky Dinky/Sunmart 
there were many additional services and promotions. 
Such as promotions for a “Taste of Summer Sale” in-
cluded a children’s coloring contest, face painting, 
videos for children, 10 cent ice cream cones, bicycle 
licensing by the Falls City Police Department and free 
Kansas City Royals baseball cards. Lori and Randy 
Gottula also had many programs that gave back to the 
community like Husker athletic meet and greets and 
a Support Our Schools program, donating funds each 
year to area schools.

The Gottula family owned and operated the Hinky 
Dinky and later Sunmart store in Falls City for 23 
years. Upon his retirement from Sunmart in 2013, 
Gottula said seeing young employees move on to be 
successful was among the things he was most proud of 
during his time at the store. 

The store transitioned to the Sunmart name in 2000. 
In 2023, it made the transition from Sunmart to Family 
Fare, with a grand re opening event held at the store. 

Falls City EDGE, whos mission is to encourage 
economic development and growth in the area stated 
“While this closure is not ideal, please know we’re 
already working on next steps. We will be requesting 
permission to help recruit a buyer and bring a new busi-
ness to this location that our community will value.”

Family Fare to close March 13, 
ending more than 50 years of 

grocery service at 1900 Harlan

(Continued from Page 1)
how mail moves from local 
post offices to processing 
centers. This could further 
delay when the mail is post-
marked.

To help avoid late filings or 
delinquent payments, county 
officials recommend that res-
idents and businesses take the 
following steps when submit-
ting time-sensitive mail:

• Use electronic or online 
services whenever available 
to ensure timely submission.

• Mail items early, allow-
ing additional time ahead of 
deadlines.

• Request a manual (local) 
postmark at the post office 
when mailing time-sensitive 
documents. This service is 
free and ensures the postmark 
reflects the date USPS takes 
possession of the mail piece.

• Consider optional mail-
ing services such as Certified 
Mail, Registered Mail, or 
a Certificate of Mailing for 
added documentation and as-
surance.

Residents with questions 
about filing deadlines, pay-
ment options, or available 
electronic services are en-
couraged to contact the re-
spective offices within the 
Richardson County Court-
house for further information.  

RC courthouse 
encourages 

residents to plan 
ahead following 
USPS postmark 

clarification

Seeking 
nominees 
for honor 

wall at FCHS
(Continued from Page 1)

Ketter and Rex Jones. In 
2024, Bob Burton. Inducted 
in 2025 was Paul Weinert 
and Dr. Patricia Cain Smith.

Directors, Roger Lampe, 
Class of 1976, and Susan 
Findlay, Class of 1988, head 
the steering committee. Any-
one interested in making a 
nomination for the Wall of 
Fame is encouraged to ob-
tain the forms from Roger, 
phone 402-245-8207, or 
Susan phone 402-883-7667. 
Forms may also be obtained 
by emailing fchs76wof@
yahoo.com. The individuals 
previously nominated re-
main on the active list of the 
Selection Committee. 

The deadline form submit-
ting nominations this year is 
March 18th, 2026.
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 Society

Building 
Permits

Society

SAC & FOX 
     TRAD’N POST
3226 US Hwy 73 Reserve, KS• 785-742-2037

DAILY ALL WEEK 
10:30AM-9:00PM

CHAMPS Chicken Strips Dippers Bone-In
BLU TACO Tacos, Burritos, 

Bowls & More!

Let local businesses 
know you use this menu. 
If you’d like to be in this 
section, call 245-2431 or 
email nikki@fcjournal.net

Breakfast Items available through lunch or later!
Salads, Paninis, House-made Salads & Sandwiches

 WEEKLY SOUPS: Creamy Potato, Gumbo
WEEKLY HOT & READY SANDWICH: Beefburger

ALL AVAILABLE 11 A.M. TO 8 P.M.
NEW TO THE MENU: Cookie Chaos Cheesecake, 
                                    Strawberry Cream Sweet Rolls

SOFT SERVE: VAN, CHOC, PINEAPPLE, RASPBERRY
ALL ITEMS SUBJECT TO CHANGE AND AVAILABILITY 

FALLS CITY ELKS CLUB
1417 Stone St., Falls City • 402-245-3814
SUNDAY BUFFET: Open To Public 11-1. 
         Chicken Buffet or Buckets To Go. 
TUES., FEB. 24 - BURGER NIGHT! Bacon Cheeseburger
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 18 - WING WEDNESDAY
THURSDAY, Feb. 19 - Regular menu
FRIDAY, Feb. 20- Shrimp Scampi, Crab Cakes, 
                                  Seafood Platter
SATURDAY, Feb. 21 : Regular Menu

Members of Falls City 
Elks Lodge No. 963 car-
ried out several communi-
ty service and youth sup-
port efforts in late 2025 
and early 2026, according 
to lodge reports.

In December, the lodge 
used a $2,000 Elks Spot-
light Grant to purchase 
meat and food supplies 
for the local food pantry. 
The food was purchased 
with assistance from Dol-
lar Fresh management 
and delivered by lodge 
officers. A representative 
from SENCA acknowl-
edged the delivery and 
support in connection with 
the pantry stocking effort.

The lodge also hosted a 
Breakfast with Santa event 
in December in support of 
the Sixpence program, an 
initiative that benefits lo-
cal children. Lodge vol-

Larry Strecker, mechani-
cal permit, 1603 Fair Ave.; 
water heater, $750.00.

Harold Nussbaum, 
light remodeling permit, 
2024 Abbott St.; roof, 
$15,000.00.

Jill Meyers, light remod-
eling permit, 2203 Stone 
St.; roof, $27,000.00.

Janis Fischer, mechan-
ical permit, 2404 Mor-
ton St.; fireplace insert, 
$5,300.00.

Ginger Feek, light re-
modeling permit, 1023 
Chase St.; roof	$8,000.00.

Harmon’s OK Tire, 
light remodeling permit, 
1903 Harlan St.; roof, 
$14,728.25.

Armbruster Motor Co., 
mechanical permit, 1617 
Harlan St.; mini split 
HVAC installed in Office, 
$8,000.00.

EQUITY BANK OFFERING 
TWO $1,750 SCHOLARSHIPS; 

TWO $750 SCHOLARSHIPS
Equity Bank is pleased to announce that the appli-

cations for the Centennial Scholarships have been 
mailed to each of the county high schools. The appli-
cations are being sent to the attention of the guidance 
counselors at Falls City High School, Sacred Heart 
and Humboldt-Table-Rock-Steinauer.

The scholarship was established as a means to say 
‘Thank-You’ to all of you who help make Richardson 
County a great place to live and work. The scholar-
ship program is a way to encourage and assist area 
youth to further their education.

Two scholarships will be awarded; each scholarship 
is in the amount of $1750.00. The scholarships will be 
awarded this spring to graduating seniors from any of 
the three county high schools who plan to continue 
their education at an accredited four-year college or 
university beginning the fall term of 2026. One $1,750 
and two $750 scholarships will be awarded to students 
furthering their education in the business field, and 
one $1,750 scholarship will be awarded to a student 
majoring in the field of agriculture. The scholarship 
selection committee consists of a panel of five com-
munity leaders. Applicants are selected based on their 
personal achievements, academic success, recommen-
dations and without regard to economic need.

Seniors are encouraged to submit an application for 
the Centennial Scholarships. Applications may be de-
livered or mailed to Equity Bank at 1616 Harlan St. 
April 1st is the deadline for submitting the applications. 

By Dr. Karissa Niehoff, Chief Executive Officer of the 
NFHS, and Jennifer Schwartz, Executive Director of 
the Nebraska School Activities Association (NSAA)

High school sports is experiencing record participa-
tion. It is also experiencing unprecedented pressure.

Across the country, young athletes are training earli-
er, competing year-round and navigating expectations 
shaped by a rapidly expanding youth sports economy. 
For many families, athletics now feel like increasingly 
high stakes.

High school sports operate differently—by design. 
They exist within schools, alongside classrooms, guid-
ed by the same educational mission. Participation is 
structured to support academic success and to teach 
intangibles like discipline, teamwork, resilience and 
responsibility. Rules around eligibility, seasons and 
competition are not barriers to ambition; they are safe-
guards for students.

As expectations around winning and advancement 
continue to rise, we at the NSAA believe it is worth 
reaffirming the role that high school athletics play in 
education—and why that purpose matters.

Every high school athlete is a student first, and we 
see high school sports as a vital extension of the class-
room. In “the last class of the day,” student-athletes 
develop character and integrity and learn life lessons 
they will carry with them long after their playing days 
are over.

Today’s high school student-athletes will be tomor-
row’s leaders. So, while the goal of playing high school 
sports is to win, the true purpose is much greater—for 
students to learn and grow as people.

How? By keeping high school sports educational, 
competitively balanced and accessible for all students. 
Why? To ensure high school sports develop the whole 
person, not just the athlete.

Last summer, the New York Times published an ar-
ticle stating youth sports is now a $40 billion indus-
try. Private lessons, club sports, travel teams and elite 
competitions are costly and wildly popular.

For many student-athletes, their sports experience is 
focused on becoming an elite athlete and landing a col-
lege scholarship.

But according to the NCAA, of the 8.2 million high 
school student-athletes in the U.S. (an all-time record), 
only 7% go on to play in college, and only 2% earn any 
type of scholarship.

Further, data from College Board’s “Trends in College 
Pricing and Student Aid 2025” report shows that the 
total published cost of attendance (tuition, fees, room 
and board) at four-year colleges now averages roughly 
$31,000 per year in-state and more than $50,000 per 
year out-of-state—underscoring why families feel in-
tense pressure to secure athletic scholarships.

That’s why the purpose of high school sports must be 
so much more than winning, earning trophies or ad-
vancing to the next level.

Only a select few go on to play in college and even 
fewer get scholarships. But nearly all student-athletes 
benefit from participating in high school sports. They 
experience personal growth. They learn leadership 
skills. They build community and more. When athlet-
ics are education-based, students’ long-term develop-
ment and well-being remain the top priority above all 
else.

With the guiding principle of students first, the NFHS 
and state high school associations like the NSAA are 
committed to preserving the integrity, opportunity and 
educational alignment of high school sports for all stu-
dent-athletes.

The purpose of high school sports—helping students 
learn and grow as people—is what we are here to pro-
tect and preserve for generations to come. And it is our 
honor to do so.

Dr. Karissa Niehoff is the Chief Executive Officer of 
the NFHS. Jennifer Schwartz is the Executive Director 
of the Nebraska School Activities Association (NSAA). 
Visit ProtectThePurpose.com to learn more.

FALLS CITY 
DOES DROVE #56

Falls City Does Drove 
#56, NE met at the Elks 
Lodge Tuesday, February 
10, 2026.

The round table meet-
ing was called to order by 
President Dessie Scholl.

Secretary treasurer Lin-
da Frost called the Roll 
and minutes of the pre-
vious meeting were ap-
proved as read.

Committee reports were 
made.  Various ideas for 
Benevolence projects 
were discussed. Nancy 
McKim purchased mate-
rials for tie blankets. This 
is a Grand Lodge project. 
Two will be made and tak-
en to Grand Lodge held in 
Sparks, NV to be given to 
the homeless and one will 
be available for purchase 
at our Sandwich-Salad 
Luncheon on April 27th.

The Does will assist 
the Elks with homemade 
cookies and the canteen at 
the Blood Mobile held on 
March 25.  

For Ways and Means it 
was decided to continue 
with our nut sales. Nan-
cy reported for Courte-
sy.  She had sent birthday 
cards and get well cards.  

Hostesses were Beverly 
Bernhardt and Kenna Nix-
on. Door prize winners 
were Dessie, Nancy and 
Glenda Bippes. The next 
meeting will be on Mon-
day, March 9th. Hostesses 
are Linda Santo and Gina 
Scheitel. 

Members are reminded 
to send their annuals to 
treasurer Linda Frost. 

Falls City Elks Lodge supports food pantry 
youth programs with grants donations

unteers assisted with food 
preparation and event op-
erations.

Youth programs were 
a major focus in January. 
On Jan. 11, the lodge held 
its annual Hoop Shoot 
competition at the Sa-
cred Heart Roh Activity 
Center. Twenty eight lo-
cal children participated 
in the free throw contest. 
Winners advanced to dis-
trict competition later in 
January with the opportu-
nity to qualify for the state 
contest in York in Febru-
ary.

The lodge also selected 
local winners for the Elks 
Americanism Essay Con-
test for students in grades 
five through eight. Essays 
were forwarded to the 
state level of competition. 
In addition, applications 
for the Elks Most Valuable 

Student Scholarship were 
reviewed with local win-
ners advancing to the next 
round of consideration.

In February, the lodge 
donated $488 to the Falls 
City Public Schools 
E-Sports program. The 
funds were designated for 
the purchase of a mini PC 
and monitor to support 
student participation in 
competitive gaming activ-
ities.

Lodge members also 
participated in memori-
al services honoring de-
ceased members during 
the winter months. A me-
morial service was held 
Dec. 7, 2025, recognizing 
past members who died 
during the previous year.

According to member-
ship reports included in 
the newsletters, the Falls 
City lodge maintained a 
membership total of more 
than 550 members enter-
ing 2026, allowing con-
tinued eligibility for Elks 
charitable grants that sup-
port local programs and 
services.

Growing is the purpose: keeping 
education first in high school sports

  Wayne State College in-
cluded 1,300 students on 
the dean’s list for exem-
plary academic achieve-
ment during the Fall 2025 
semester.
  Mataya Wilcox of Rulo 
was included on the list.
 Students listed on the 
dean’s list are full-time 
undergraduate students 
who have achieved a GPA 
of 3.5 or above on a 4.0 
scale for the semester. An 
asterisk (*) denotes a 4.0 
GPA for the term.

Wilcox named 
to Wayne 

State 2025 fall 
Dean’s List
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–  Locally Owned and Operated
–  CETP Trained Employees
–  Monthy Routes
–  Rental and Portable Tanks
–  New Installs

1-800-511-0928
402-855-2355

64016 705 Rd.  • Dawson, NE  68337

1705 Chase St., Falls City, 402-245-4661
Plumbing • Heating • Cooling

•Kitchen Cabinets
•CambriaTM Quartz Counter-tops
•Ceramic Tile Installation
•Custom Showers
•Lawn Irrigation
•Sewer Rooting & Video Inspection

JONES AIR
CONDITIONING

WE INSTALL • FREE ESTIMATES

120 W. 16th • (402) 245-3526
NEW Lennox ‘Merit’

Furnaces and Air Conditioners
Competitively Priced Navien 

Tankless Water Heaters.

Trusted Since 1974

3226 US Hwy 73

OPEN 5:00 AM to 
10:00 PM

CHEAP FUEL • CHEAP 
SMOKES  GREAT FOOD

HERITAGE FALLSHERITAGE FALLS
P R E M I U M  S O Y  C A N D L E SP R E M I U M  S O Y  C A N D L E S

FLAVORS OF 
Black Cherry

Love Spell Type
Sweet Cinnamon 

2525%%  
OFFOFF

mon-fri 10am-5pm • sat 10am-1pm (or later)
gift certificates available 

free local delivery & gift wrap
1614 stone, falls city, ne • 402-245-3443

FEBRUARY

From the Journal Archives

   IDENTIFIED! We re-
ceived a few messages about 
the February 4, 2026 photo 
above. It was identified as 
the old Shrimpton mill at 
Salem. Becky Hoover stated 
“This was taken before the 
river channel was changed.”  
   The first gristmill burned in 
1885. In 1888 the Shrimpton 
Mill was built. In the early 
‘90s, during the depression, 
the waterpower failed and 
a new steam engine was in-
stalled.  In 1906 the mill was 
sold to A. S. Daggett and 
about that period the mill 
furnished power for the first 
electric lights in Salem.  At 

 What do you know about this photo? We’re asking for your help in solving the mystery each week of our thou-
sands of photos.  Please email us at brian@fcjournal.net or nikki@fcjournal.net.

25% 25% OFF OFF 
ALLALL  AAir ir 

FFreshenersresheners

Ben Simpson, Owner • (402) 245-8238
Heating • Cooling • Plumbing • Handyman Services

• PROVIDING SERVICE & INSTALL OPTIONS 
FOR HOMES, SHOP & ETC.

• ALSO PROVIDING ENERGY EFFICIENCY CONSULTS

A division of BeSt Service Group, LLC

ADVERTISE HERE
nikki@fcjournal.net

The 2025 Fall gradu-
ates have been announced 
at Southeast Community 
College.

Falls City graduates in-
clude: Chase K Brown, 
Certificate in Welding 
Technology.

Brylee Ranae Gilkerson, 
Associate of Applied Sci-
ence in Physical Therapist 
Assistant.

Eric Andrew Heinzel-
man, Certificate in Weld-
ing Technology.

Delainey Jo Kaster, Di-
ploma in Practical Nursing.

Kadyn Andrew Strecker, 
Certificate in Electrical & 
Electromechanical Tech-
nology, Electrical Techni-
cian.

Delanie Sarah Mae Witt, 
Associate of Arts in Early 
Childhood Education.

Sabetha, KS graduates 
include: Jacob Allen Gar-
ber, Certificate in Funda-
mentals of Agriculture.

Colin Jay Menold, Cer-

SCC announces 
2025 fall 
graduates

More than 7,000 University of Nebraska-Lincoln 
students have been named to the Deans’ List for the 
fall semester of the 2025-26 academic year.

Qualification for the Deans’ List varies among the 
eight undergraduate colleges and the Explore Center. 
Listed below are the minimum requirements for each 
entity and the name of its respective dean or direc-
tor. All qualifying grade-point averages are based on 
a four-point scale and a minimum number of graded 
semester hours. Students can be on the Deans’ List for 
more than one college.

College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Re-
sources, 3.75; Interim Dean Thomas Burkey.

College of Architecture, 3.75; Dean Kevin G. Van 
Den Wymelenberg.

College of Arts and Sciences, 3.7; Interim Dean Pat-
rick Dussault.

College of Business, 3.6; Dean Kathy Farrell.
College of Education and Human Sciences, 3.75; 

Dean Jeff Reese.
College of Engineering, 3.7; Dean Lance C. Perez.
College of Journalism and Mass Communications, 

3.7; Interim Dean Adam Wagler.
Hixson-Lied College of Fine and Performing Arts, 

3.7; Dean Andy Belser.
Explore Center for undeclared, pre-engineering, 

pre-health and pre-law students, 3.6; Senior Associate 
Vice Chancellor and Dean of Undergraduate Educa-
tion Amy Goodburn.

Following is a list of area honorees:
Falls City: Grace Malcolm, junior, Dean’s List, Col-

lege of Journalism and Mass Communications, adver-
tising and public relations, and broadcasting.

Falls City: Jocelyn Adelle O’Grady, senior, Dean’s 
List, College of Business, management.

Falls City: Henry James Rottinghaus, freshman, 
Dean’s List, College of Arts and Sciences, geology.

Falls City: Cole Schawang, freshman, Dean’s List, 
College of Engineering, electrical engineering.

Falls City: Derek Schawang, senior, Dean’s List, 
College of Engineering, electrical engineering.

Falls City: Laura Waggoner, junior, Dean’s List, 
College of Business, marketing.

Humboldt: Andrew Stalder, senior, Dean’s List, 
College of Engineering, electrical engineering.

Humboldt: Joe Stalder, senior, Dean’s List, College 
of Arts and Sciences, geology.

Rulo: Riley Kobza, senior, Dean’s List, College of 
Business, accounting.

For the full Deans’ List, visit https://go.unl.edu/
deanslist-fall25.

Huskers named to 
Deans’ List for fall 2025

Gavan Bergman of Sabetha, Kansas, 
was recently elected to membership into 
The Honor Society of Phi Kappa Phi, the 
nation’s oldest and most selective all-dis-
cipline collegiate honor society, at Wash-
burn University.

Bergman is among approximately 
20,000 students, faculty, professional 
staff and alumni to be initiated into Phi 
Kappa Phi each year. Membership is by 
invitation only and requires nomination 
and approval by a chapter. Only the top 
10 percent of seniors and 7.5 percent 
of juniors are eligible for membership. 

Graduate students in the top 10 percent 
of the number of candidates for graduate 
degrees may also qualify, as do faculty, 
professional staff and alumni who have 
achieved scholarly distinction.

Phi Kappa Phi was founded in 1897 un-
der the leadership of undergraduate student 
Marcus L. Urann who had a desire to cre-
ate a different kind of honor society: one that 
recognized excellence in all academic dis-
ciplines. Today, the Society has chapters on 
more than 300 campuses in the United States 
and its territories. Its mission is to “cultivate 
a community that celebrates and advances 
the love of learning.”

Bergman elected into the honor society of Phi Kappa Phi

tificate in Funda-
mentals of Agri-
culture.

Table Rock 
graduates includ-
ed: Joseph M Ty-
ler, Certificate in 
Computer Infor-
mation Technolo-
gy-General.

White Cloud, KS 
graduates includ-
ed: Abby Lynn 
Fee, Diploma in 
Practical Nursing.

one time there were 54 businesses in Salem.  The people in 
the surrounding area would drive their horse and wagon or 
buggy in to Salem, to do their trading for supplies. 

Jasper Enneking of Sa-
betha, Kansas, has a role 
in “Major Barbara” by 
George Bernard Shaw. 
Performances are sched-
uled for March 5, 6 and 7 
at 7:30 p.m. and March 8 
at 2 p.m. All performanc-
es will be held in the Karl 
C. Bruder Theatre in Em-
poria State’s King Hall. 
Tickets went on sale Feb. 
6.

Andrew Undershaft, a 
millionaire armaments 
dealer, loves money and 
despises poverty. His es-
tranged daughter Barbara, 
on the other hand, shows 
her love for the poor by 
throwing her energies into 
her work as a major in the 
Salvation Army and sees 
her father as another soul 
to be saved. But when the 
Army needs funds to keep 
going, it is Undershaft 
who saves the day with a 
large check - forcing Bar-
bara to examine her moral 
assumptions. 

Are they right to accept 
money that has been ob-
tained by “Death and De-
struction”? Full of lively 
comedy and sparkling 
debate, “Major Barbara” 
brilliantly tests the ten-
sions between religion, 
wealth and power, benev-
olence and equality and 
metaphors and realities of 
war.

Enneking plays Morri-
son / Bilton.

Visit emporia.edu/tickets 
for reservations or addi-
tional information or call 
the box office at (620) 
341-5256 between 8 a.m. 
and 5 p.m. on weekdays 
with any questions. The 
show runs approximately 
2 hours and 30 minutes 

with two 10-minute inter-
missions. Tickets will also 
be available at the Karl C. 
Bruder Theatre Box Office 
one hour before the show.

Emporia State Univer-
sity offers a range of ac-
ademic programs through 
its seven schools: Applied 
Health Sciences, Business 
and Technology, Human-
ities and Social Sciences, 
Library and Information 
Management and Library 
and Archives, Science 
and Mathematics and Vi-
sual and Performing Arts, 
along with The Teachers 
College.

Emporia State Universi-
ty, please visit www.em-
poria.edu.

Jasper Enneking has role in ESU 
production of ‘Major Barbara’



Journal OFFICE Hours:  Mon. through Thurs.
 9:00 A.M. - 4:00 P.M.

Friday: 9:00 A.M. - 1:00 P.M.
Saturday & Sunday Closed

(Editor’s Note - dismissal without prejudice means 
the government did not waive its right to litigate the 
matter in a subsequent action). 

(Editor’s Note - dismissal with prejudice bars the 
government from prosecuting the accused later on the 
same charge).

Legend drug means drugs that are approved by the 
U.S. Food and Drug Administration (FDA) and that 
are required by federal or state law to be dispensed to 
the public only on prescription of a licensed physician 
or other licensed provider.

The Falls City Journal publishes the Public Record as 
part of its obligation to inform readers about the busi-
ness of public institutions and to serve as a keeper of 
the local historical record. The information contained 
in this list is processed from an electronic copy of the 
official record, which is submitted by the Richardson 
County Courthouse
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Falls City Police Department 
Calls and Statistics

BoB Bachman’s
home Improvements
For Your Total Building Needs

siding • roofing • decks
remodels • wood flooring

Installation of Ceramic, Granite, 
& Marble Floors & Counter tops
66064 703 Trail, Rulo, NE

402-245-4693

HOMETOWN
FLORAL & GIFTS

1605 Stone St.
Falls City

(402) 245-2200

Dr. Eric McPeak
Your Hometown Optometrist

Comprehensive Eye Care
Your vision is important to us.

please call for your 
complete eye exam.

1823 Chase St., Falls City, NE
(402) 245-2017

Falls City 
(785) 742-3021

Hiawatha

FFor all your pest control or all your pest control 
needs.needs. Termites, and  Termites, and 
Inspections Insects,Inspections Insects,
 Rodents, Bed Bugs Rodents, Bed Bugs
Jared CriderJared Crider

Owner-OperatOrOwner-OperatOr
402-245-2966 or Toll 402-245-2966 or Toll 

Free 888-395-3377Free 888-395-3377

     RAM 
EXTERMINATORS

Falls City sanitation 
serviCe, inC.
 Always Prompt & 

Dependable Service
Ph. 245-4545 or 245-4929

MARK AND BILL HARKENDORFF

January 31, 2026 through January 1, 2026 calls: one 
referred other agency call, two ambulance/EMS calls, 
one 911 hang up/misdial, one animal call, four burn 
permit calls, one check welfare call, one miscellaneous 
call, one information-only call, and one alarm call, for a 
total of thirteen calls. Four 911 calls were received. No 
citations or warnings were reported.
February 1, 2026 through February 2, 2026 calls: 

one HHS intake/referral call, one runaway call, seven 
ambulance/EMS calls, one 911 hang up/misdial, one 
animal call, one disturbance call, three miscellaneous 
calls, and one information-only call. Five 911 calls total. 
One citation for criminal mischief under $500.
February 2, 2026 through February 3, 2026 calls: 

four burn permit calls, one house watch call, one re-
cords check, one animal call, three miscellaneous calls, 
one motorist assist, three ambulance/EMS calls, one 
911 hang up/misdial, one investigation, two disturbance 
calls, and one noise disturbance call. Eight 911 calls to-
tal. One citation for committing child abuse negligent-
ly with no injury, one citation for assault 2nd degree, 
one citation for disturbing the peace, and one citation 
for littering. One warning for invalid registration and 
one warning for failure to display the proper number of 
plates.
February 3, 2026 through February 4, 2026 calls: 

two miscellaneous calls, two investigations, one suspi-
cious person/vehicle call, two burn permit calls, two 911 
hang up/misdial calls, one nuisance call, one warrant 
arrest, one gun permit call, one ambulance/EMS call, 
and one motorist assist. Two 911 calls total. One citation 
for plates not clear and visible, one citation for drive 
under suspension, one citation for fugitive from jus-
tice, one citation for possess methamphetamine (10–27 
grams), one citation for distribute controlled substance 
near school (1st offense), one citation for no drug tax 
stamp, one citation for habitual criminal, one citation 
for possess or use drug paraphernalia, one citation for 
nonresident violate 30-day immunity, and one citation 
for possess money while violate 28-416(1). Two warn-
ings for speeding and one warning for failure to renew 
registration.
February 4, 2026 through February 5, 2026 calls: 

two 911 hang up/misdial calls, two animal calls, one in-
formation only call, two records check calls, two check 
welfare calls, one burn permit call, and three ambu-
lance/EMS calls. Three 911 calls total. One citation for 
animals running at large – 2nd offense.
February 5, 2026 through February 6, 2026 calls: 

two 911 hang-up/misdial calls, two miscellaneous calls, 
two nuisance calls, two animal calls, three ambulance/
EMS calls, one motorist assist, one found or lost proper-
ty, one theft, one investigation, one traffic/driving com-
plaint, and one disturbance. Five 911 calls.
February 6, 2026 through February 7, 2026 calls: 

two animal calls, two check welfare calls, two HHS in-
take/referral calls, one records check, two 911 hang-up/
misdial calls, one suspicious person/vehicle call, three 
referred other agency calls, one miscellaneous call, one 
investigation, and one burn permit. Fifteen 911 calls. 
One citation for assault/threatening menacing manner, 
and three warnings (improper/defective vehicle light-
ing, no splash aprons, and unlawful display).
February 7, 2026 through February 8, 2026 calls: 

one information-only call, three referred-other-agency 
calls, one ambulance/EMS call, one alarm, one investi-
gation, two animal calls, two motorist assists, two noise 
disturbances, and one gun permit. Two 911 calls. Three 
citations for disobeying a traffic control device, misuse 
of a school permit, and disturbing the peace, and two 
warnings for speeding and improper/defective vehicle 
lighting.

DISTRICT COURT
Rocky R. Paxson, count one, del/dsp/dst/man/pos 

except haz drug, amended to attempt of a Class 4 fel-
ony, pled guilty, found guilty; counts 2-3 amended to 
dropped/dismissed. Sentencing scheduled for April 21, 
2026. 

Aimee L. Vermeer, count one, possess controlled 
subs, amended to attempt of a Class 4 felony, plea 
changed to guilty, found guilty; counts 2-3 amended 
to dropped/dismissed. Sentencing scheduled for Feb-
ruary 17, 2026. 

Jamone D. Taylor, count one, possess controlled 
subs, plea changed to guilty, found guilty; counts 2-9 
amended to dropped/dismissed. Sentencing scheduled 
for April 21, 2026. 

Thomas J. Galvin III, count one, terroristic threats, 
pled not guilty; count two, intimidation-phone call/
electronic comm, pled not guilty. Pretrial scheduled 
for March 10, 2026. 

Markietha M. Lowery, count one, possess controlled 
sub, pled not guilty; count two, no proof of insurance, 

pled not guilty; count three, nonresident violate susp/
rev order, pled not guilty. Entry of plea scheduled for 
February 17, 2026. 

 
COUNTY COURT

Matthew J. Lyons, count one, nonresident violate 
susp/rev order, pled not guilty; count two, improp-
er/defective vehicle lighting, pled not guilty. Pretrial 
scheduled for March 4, 2026. 

 
CITATIONS

James Loucks of Maitland, MO, count one, speeding 
6-10 mph, pled guilty, found guilty and fined $75 and 
court costs. (Geyer)

Seth Pearson of Urbandale, IA, count one, speeding 
6-10 mph, pled guilty, found guilty and fined $75 and 
court costs. (Geyer)

Fuad Bade of Shakopee, MN, count one, speeding 
11-15 mph, pled guilty, found guilty and fined $125 
and court costs. (Agena)

Coleson Nondorf of Yorkville, IL, count one, speed-
ing 6-10 mph, pled guilty, found guilty and fined $75 
and court costs. (Geyer)

Chase Nolte of Falls City, count one, speeding 6-10 
mph, pled guilty, found guilty and fined $75 and court 
costs. (Geyer)

Ashley Rodriguez of Omaha, count one, speeding 16-
20 mph, pled guilty, found guilty and fined $200 and 
court costs. (Dutcher)

Ty Karpinski of Stella, count one, speeding 16-20 
mph, pled guilty, found guilty and fined $200 and court 
costs. (Shiley)

Tyler Hicks of Chickasha, OK, count one, speeding 
11-15 mph, pled guilty, found guilty and fined $125; 
count two, unlawful/fict display of plate/renew tab, 
pled guilty, found guilty and fined $50; count three, no 
valid registration, pled guilty, found guilty and fined 
$25 and court costs. (Holliday)

Shelby Hild of Lawrence, KS, count one, no valid 
registration, pled guilty, found guilty and fined $25 and 
court costs. (Novak)

Jayton Wilkerson of Bennington, NE, count one, 
speeding 16-20 mph, pled guilty, found guilty and 
fined $200 and court costs. (Shiley)

Thomas Lunsford of Falls City, count one, registra-
tion/plates, pled guilty, found guilty and fined $25 and 
court costs. (Adams)

Rhiannon Kohler of Salem, count one, speeding 6-10 
mph, pled guilty, found guilty and fined $75 and court 
costs. (Bredemeier)

Kylie Holman of Hiawatha, KS, count one, registra-
tion/plates, pled guilty, found guilty and fined $25 and 
court costs. (Adams)

A two vehicle accident was reported Jan. 27 at the in-
tersection of East 20th Street and Lane Street in Falls 
City.

According to the Falls City Police Department report, 
on January 27, Megan Stamper of Falls City was travel-
ing east on East 20th Street and was nearly through the 
intersection when Jason Martineau of Verdon collided 
with the passenger side rear bumper area. Police report-
ed minor damage to the vehicle.

No injuries were reported.  

According to the Falls City Police Department, a Dev-
on Smith of Falls City was backing up in the alleyway 
when it struck a fiber optic telecommunications enclo-
sure owned by Southeast Nebraska Communications at 
110 West 17th Street. Estimated damage was listed at 
$1,500.

No injuries were reported. 

According to police, Tyler Eaton of Falls City’s vehi-
cle didn’t stop when the brake was applied. The vehicle 
hopped the curb and collided with stacked firewood lo-
cated in front of the store. The impact pushed the fire-
wood into the building. Police noted it was unknown 
whether the building sustained damage.

No injuries were reported. 

According to the Falls City Police Department on Jan-
uary 22, a vehicle owned by Ashley Picou of Falls City 
was parked on the south side of Charles Street when 
it was struck on the driver’s door by another vehicle. 
The second vehicle left the scene without reporting the 
accident.

The crash is believed to have occurred between 3:10 
p.m. on Jan. 21 and 8:30 a.m. on Jan. 22. An estimated 
$1,500 in damage was done to the vehicle. 

Police are investigating hit and run 
accident involving a parked vehicle 

on Charles Street in Falls City

A single vehicle accident 
reported in the parking area 

of Casey’s in Falls City

A single vehicle accident 
involving damage to a fiber 

optic enclosure reported 

A two vehicle accident reported

Candidate filings
Additional candidates have filed paperwork to appear 

on the May 12, 2026 primary election ballot, accord-
ing to candidate filing forms received by the Richardson 
County Clerk.
On February 12, Donald H. Ferguson, incumbent, filed 

as a nonpartisan candidate for Falls City Council for a 
four year term. His filing form indicates the office as 1st 
Ward City Council. 
On February 11, Teresa L. Olberding, incumbent, filed 

as a nonpartisan candidate for Falls City School Board, 
District 56, for a four year term 
On February 9, Mary L. Eickhoff, incumbent, filed 

as a Republican candidate for Richardson County 
Clerk-Register of Deeds for a four year term. 
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Armbruster’s “Back in the Day”Armbruster’s “Back in the Day”

Darius Bohling fires a jumper over the outstretched arms of Elijah Leyden.

Late free throws made and missed gave 
Falls City a thrilling win at Diller-Odell 
High School on Tuesday. The back-and-
forth contest wasn’t decided until the final 
second ticked off the clock, but FC held 
on for its fourth win of the season, 37-36. 

The Orange and Black needed some 
late-game heroics from Jacoby Bangert, 
and a little luck, to hold off the Griffins. 

Trailing by one point, Falls City stole 
the Griffin’s inbounds pass and called a 
timeout. Diller-Odell had fouls to burn 
and was strategically using them. After 

a pair of fouls, FC inbounded the ball to 
Bangert, who threw up a half-court at-
tempt as he was fouled, earning him three 
free throws with 3.2 seconds remaining. 
The guard nailed the first attempt to tie 
the game, missed the second and sank the 
third to give the Tigers the lead. On the 
ensuing inbounds attempt, Elijah Leyden 
seemingly stepped in front of the pass at 
half court. However, a foul was called on 
Leyden, sending the Griffin’s player to the 
line for two shots with one second remain-
ing. As was the case for much of the night, 

 Tigers earn road win at Diller-Odell

The Lady Tigers trav-
eled to Diller-Odell High 
School on Tuesday for a 
contest against the 8-10 
Griffins. The hosts opened 
the game with a pair of 
three-pointers and led 6-0 
until Bella Johansen broke 
into the scoring column 
with a free throw with 
3:55 to play in the quar-
ter. Kaytlin Rhodd earned 
a trip to the line with :25 
remaining, hitting one of 
two to make it 13-2 at the 
end of the first period. 

The Griffins continued 
to pull away in the sec-
ond quarter, outscoring 
FC 16-4 to make it 29-6 
at the half. Down 21-2, 
Tessa Gossman found 
Carlea Dunkhas for the 
bucket with 4:50 to play 
in the half. With just over 
a minute left in the half, 
Dunkhas found a wide-
open Destiny Pierce in the 
lane for a hoop to make it 
27-6.  

The Lady Tigers fought 
back in the second half, 
outscoring Diller-Odell 
16-11, but it wasn’t 
enough, as FC fell to 5-16 
with a 40-22 loss. 

The Tigers shot 25% 
from the field, hitting 8-of-
32 attempts. FC was also 
efficient at the foul line, 
converting 4/6 opportu-
nities. Turnovers loomed 
large in the game as FC 
finished with 27, while the 
Griffins ended the contest 
with 15. 

Johansen led the Tigers 
with eight points, six com-
ing after the break. The 
guard added six rebounds 
and two steals. Dunkhas 
added five points on 2-of-
6 shooting, seven boards 
and four steals. 

FC Scoring: Dunkhas 5, 
Pierce 4, Gossman 4, Jo-
hansen 8, Rhodd 1. 

D-O Scoring: Miller 5, 

 Lady Tigers need to find offense 
as postseason begins

  Falls City’s Carlea Dunkhas and the Titan’s Maddie Bredemeier battle for a rebound 
in action on Thursday night.

Beekman 15, Rosebaugh 
7, Schwab 2, Dendinger 7, 
McKinney 4. 

The Tigers hosted the 
HTRS Titans on Thurs-
day evening. HTRS, play-
ing without Elie Bstan-
dig, bolted out to a 10-2 
lead after the first and 
increased their advantage 
to 20-3 at the break. The 
Tigers’ offense began to 
come alive in the second 
half, but they still found 
themselves down 31-8 en-
tering the fourth quarter. 
The final eight minutes 
were played evenly, but 
the damage was done as 
the Titans moved to 12-9 
with a 44-20 win. Bstan-
dig, the Titan’s leading 
scorer, has averaged 12.6 
points and 13.5 rebounds 
per game.

HTRS outshot FC 34% 
to 21% and outrebounded 
Falls City 34-28. 

On Thursday, it was se-
nior Lillian Bowen who 
led the Titan attack with 
19 points, five rebounds 
and two steals. Kenadi 
McClarnen added eight 
points, seven rebounds 
and two assists. 

For FC, Brynna Glathar 
scored six points, and 
Dunkhas added five 
points, six boards and two 
steals. 

FC Scoring: Dunkhas 5, 
Gossman 2, Johansen 3, 
Glathar 6, Titus 4. 

HTRS Scoring: Brede-
meier 4, Steward 3, Mc-
Clarnen 8, Frey 2, Bowen 
19, Howe 4, Duryea 4. 

The Tigers ended the 
regular season on Friday 
at JCC. The Lady Thun-
derbirds dominated the 
first period, leading 18-1 
after the initial eight min-
utes. The Tigers were just 
outmatched on Friday 
as JCC continued to pull 
away, leading 31-7 at in-

termission and 46-10 after 
three. The Tigers faltered 
in the final regular-season 
contest, falling 56-15 in 
Tecumseh, and will head 
to subdistricts with a 5-18 
record. 

The Lady Tigers shot 
21% on Friday, hitting 6 
of 28 shots. FC was outre-
bounded 32-24 and turned 
the ball over 26 times 
compared to eight by the 
T-Birds. 

Dunkhas led FC with six 
points and five rebounds, 
while Rhodd added three 
points and seven boards. 

FC Scoring: Dunkhas 6, 
Johansen 2, Glathar 2, Ti-
tus 2, Rhodd 3. 

JCC Scoring: Frederick 
3, Wellensiek 3, Schmid 
15, Bobadilla 6, Rother 5, 
Reyes 9, Beethe 2, Lub-
ben 13. 

The Tigers played Syra-
cuse (8-13) in the opening 
round of the Class C1-3 
subdistrict at Louisville 
High School on Monday. 
The winner will take on 
the top-seeded Louisville 
Lions (16-6) on Tuesday 
at 5:45. 

The Falls City wrestling 
team will send three com-
petitors to the NSAA state 
meet in Omaha this week. 
Earning a spot on the mats 
at CHI Health Center are 
Tristan Randall, Orion 
Cattrell and Chase Simp-
son. 
Randall placed fourth at 

the C-2 District at Centen-
nial on Saturday. Randall, 

Three Tigers 
earn spot 
on state’s 

biggest stage

(Continued on Page 8)

Last week’s “Back in the Day” was Barry Potterf and Mark Smith.

These area hoopsters placed first and 
second at the 1992-93 Elks District 

Hoop Shoot held in Beatrice.
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Diller-Odell struggled 
from the charity stripe, 
missing both attempts, 
sending FC home with the 
win. 

Wins have not come 
easily this season for FC, 
but Tuesday night, the Ti-
gers prevailed even with 
the deck stacked against 
them. 

The contest never 
moved too far in one di-
rection throughout. It was 
tied at 9-9 after one, and 
Diller-Odell grew a four-
point lead at the half, 
23-19. The Tigers battled 
back in the third. Noth-
ing had yet been settled 
as the teams were tied at 
29-29 with eight minutes 
to play. 

The Tigers scored the 
first four points of the 
fourth to take a four-point 
advantage. Buckets from 
Karson Simpson and Ley-
den made it 33-29 with 
five minutes to go. Dill-
er-Odell chipped away, 
eventually taking the lead, 
36-35, with 1:05 to play. 

The Tigers shot 35% 
from the field and made 
8/12 from the foul line. 
Diller-Odell hit 33% of 
their shots but only made 
7/21 from the charity 
stripe. FC turned the ball 
over 15 times, while the 
Griffins committed just 
six miscues. 

Kacen Davis led FC, 
going 6-of-6 from the 
field for a game-high 16 
points. Bangert added 
nine points; none bigger 
than his free throws at the 
end of the game. Ethan 
Morris finished with six 
rebounds, while Bowdy 
Jones added four assists. 

FC Scoring: Leyden 
2, Morris 3, Bangert 9, 
Simpson 5, Caudle 2, Da-
vis 16. 

D-O Scoring: Hum-
phreys 11, Zaboktrsky 
5, Phillips 5, Clifford 5, 
Heidemann 8, Novotny 2. 

The Tigers hosted 
HTRS on Thursday with 
hopes of securing their 
second win in a row. The 
game was tight through-
out as the Titans led 9-7 
after one quarter and 15-
13 at the half. The offense 
for both teams came to 
life in the third with each 
squad netting 14 points to 
make it 29-27 in HTRS’s 
favor heading into the 

fourth. The Titans were 
able to pull away late, 
outscoring Falls City 13-8 
to win 42-35. The win im-
proved HTRS to 10-12, 
while FC fell to 4-16. 

Every category was 
close on Thursday. Each 
team shot 33% from the 
field, while HTRS had a 
slim 26-24 rebound edge. 
The Tigers finished with 
19 turnovers, while HTRS 
committed 13. Each team 
struggled from the foul 
line: FC went 8/17, and 
the Titans finished 12/23. 

Armbruster supplied 
the bulk of the offense 
for FC, going 7/15 from 
the field for 18 points. 
Bangert hauled in eight 
rebounds and recorded 
three steals while scoring 
five points. 

For HTRS, it comes 
as no surprise that Em-
mett Glathar led the at-
tack. Glathar scored a 
game-high 26 points and 
grabbed 12 rebounds. 

FC Scoring: Jones 2, 
Armbruster 18, Morris 
2, Bangert 5, Simpson 2, 
Davis 6. 

HTRS Scoring: Bohling 
6, Dettmann 8, Duryea 1, 
Glathar 26, Hunzeker 1. 

FC turned right around 
and played at JCC on Fri-
day night. The T-Birds 
moved to 14-8 with a 
69-27 win at Tecumseh. 
FC trailed 12-2 after one 
quarter and 31-9 at the 
break. The Tigers con-
tinued to fight but were 
down 48-19 with one 
quarter remaining. 

FC was outshot 54% to 
34% and outrebounded 
31-22. FC turned the ball 
over 23 times, leading to 
34 points for JCC, while 
the T-Birds turned it over 
just 5 times, leading to 2 
FC points. 

Kam Huppert led the 
Tigers’ scoring with seven 
points, while Brock Cau-
dle added six. 

FC Scoring : Jones 4, 
Furnas 3, Bangert 3, Hup-
pert 7, Caudle 6, Davis 4. 

JCC Scoring : Cannon 
2, Swanson 34, Kong-
manyvong 6, Case 10, 
Thies 10, Beethe 3, Ber-
nadt 2, Jones 2. 

Falls City wraps up the 
regular season on Friday 
when they host the 15-6 
Fairbury Jeffs. 

Tigers earn road 
win at Diller-Odell

Three Tigers earn spot 
on state’s biggest stage

37-11, pinned Quentin 
Jano of Raymond Cen-
tral at 1:58 in the first 
round. In the quarterfi-
nals, Randall won by fall 
over Wyatt Hatterman of 
Fillmore Central at 5:14. 
Luke Farmen (43-2) of 
Lincoln Christian got 
the better of Randall in 
the semifinals, winning 
by fall in 14 seconds. 
Randall rebounded in 
the consolation semis, 
earning a win by fall 
over Drake Lempka of 
Freeman at 1:48. Ran-
dall ran out of steam in 
the third-place match, 
losing by tech fall (19-3) 
to Haydan Smith (31-3) 
of Doniphan-Trumbull. 
At 150 pounds, Ori-

on Cattrell (37-11) won 
third place and advanced 
to Omaha. Cattrell got an 
opening round bye, then 
won a major decision 
over Merreck France of 
Louisville, 14-3. In the 
semis, Cattrell lost a 9-5 
decision to Landon Sund 
of Bishop Neumann. 
Cattrell battled back, 
defeating Briggs Doane 
of Wood River by fall at 
4:12 and earned a 10-4 
decision over France of 
Louisville in the third-
place match. 
The final wrestler to 

punch his ticket to Oma-
ha was 285-pound Chase 
Simpson. Simpson (38-
16) pinned Koltin Cran-
dall of Louisville in 
50 seconds to open the 
day. In the quarterfinals, 
Simpson made quick 
work of Luis Alarcon of 
Tri County, working the 
pin at 1:12. The semi-
finals were the tough 
round all day for FC, and 
this match was no differ-
ent. Simpson lost by fall 
to Brody Jakubowski of 
O’Neill (46-2) by fall at 
2:46. In the consolation 
semis, Simpson pinned 
Landon Jauptman of 
Wood River in 1:32. 
Simpson wasn’t done 
yet; in the third-place 
match, the 285-pounder 
defeated Alarcon again 
by fall, this time at 1:50 
for the win. 
As a team, Falls City 

scored 82 points and 
placed eighth out of 16 
teams. Central City won 
the district title with 194 
points, Doniphan-Trum-
bull was second with 
158.5, and Raymond 
Central was third with 
127.5. 
In other matches, Day-

ton Snethen ended his 
season at 22-19, going 
2-2 with a pair of byes. 

(Continued from Page 7) (Continued from Page 7)
Ryan Hall finished 10-16 
for the year, going 1-2 
with a bye. At 120, Ryder 
Hullman’s season ended 
at 8-28. Hullman went 
1-2 with a bye. Cade 
Caudle’s season ended at 
26-23. Caudle went 2-2 
at the meet on Saturday. 
Caden Collier wrapped 
up the year at 12-22, 
going 1-2 on Saturday. 
At 157, Zane Elms went 
1-2 and finished the year 
at 11-13. Ashton Martin 
finished his season at 36-
10, going 3-2 at the dis-
trict meet. Wesley Vitale 
ended his year at 7-19, 
going 1-2 with a bye and 
at 190, Brantly Sells fin-
ished 29-16, finishing 
2-2 with a bye. Finally, 
at 215, Jayden Mirelez 
went 2-2 and ended the 
season at 39-15. 
Action in Omaha will 

get underway on Thurs-
day, February 19, 2026. 
Randall will face Cash 
Stanek of North Bend 
Central in the first round. 
Stanek won the C-4 dis-
trict and enters state at 
40-9. At 150, Cattrell 
will face Chaz Erickson 
of Kearney Catholic in 
the first round. Erickson 
placed second at the C-4 
district and is 49-3 for 
the year. 
At 285, Simpson drew 

Connor Sullivan of Ber-
gen Catholic in the first 
round. Sullivan placed 
second at the C-1 district 
and is 29-8 for the year. 
Also wrestling in Oma-

ha this week will be Wes-
ley Vitale. Vitale was 
selected to compete on 
Friday night before the 
semifinals start at 6:00 
p.m. Vitale will wrestle 
teammate Mason Col-
lier. “Beyond the Mat” 
brings together students 
with and without intel-
lectual disabilities to 
participate together on 
the same team. The Pro-
gram is focused on de-
veloping the whole stu-
dent-athlete, not just the 
competitor. According 
to Coach Kraft, the goal 
is to promote inclusion, 
teamwork, and mutual 
respect through wres-
tling and competition, 
while providing mean-
ingful athletic opportu-
nities for all students. 
“This helps break down 
barriers, build friend-
ships and crate a school 
culture where everyone 
belongs,” said Kraft. 
Kraft said Omaha South 

will participate in Class 
A and Wauneta/Palisade 
in Class D. 

The second-ranked Lady Irish traveled to Weeping 
Water on Thursday for the regular season finale against 
the Weeping Water Indians. The Irish matched the Indi-
ans early as the first quarter ended in a 6-6 tie. Weeping 
Water gave itself a cushion heading into the half, out-
scoring Sacred Heart 15-8, and that proved to be enough 
as the Indians upset the Irish 47-42. 

The Irish struggled to put the ball through the net on 
Thursday, making only 12-of-60 shot attempts, includ-
ing just 9/39 from beyond the arc. The hosts didn’t shoot 
lights out, making 33% of their opportunities, but it was 
enough to get the win. The Irish won the rebound battle, 
37-34, but turned the ball over 15 times. 

Weeping Water did a great defensive job containing 
Sacred Heart’s Avery Santo and Daycee Witt. Santo, 
who averages 12.4 points per game, was held to six 
and Witt, who averages 9.7, scored just five. Freshman 
Bailey Lemerond stepped to the plate and went 6-of-
15 from the three-point line for a game-high 18 points. 
Hallie Jones went 8-of-11 from the charity stripe for 10 
points and seven rebounds, while Alise Reschke added 
seven boards, three blocks and two assists. 

SH Scoring : Georges 2, Santo 6, Westengaard 1, Witt 
5, Lemerond 18, Jones 10. 

WW Scoring: Brack 11, Ridge 4, Meyer 3, Huskey 
13, K. Meyers 2, Cave 4, M. Meyer 3, Rineer 7.

The loss dropped SH to 15-8, while WW improved to 
14-9. 

Earlier in the week, the Irish defeated Pawnee City in 
a make-up contest rescheduled from January 23. 

Sacred Heart got six points in the first period from 
Lemerond as they built a 12-5 lead. Lemerond stayed 
hot in the second quarter, hitting a pair of threes as the 
Irish held a 30-18 halftime lead. Sacred Heart dominat-
ed Pawnee City in the third, outscoring the Indians 21-2 
to make it 51-20 with eight minutes remaining. Avery 
Santo went 3-3 from deep in the period, and Lemerond 
added five more. The teams played to a 12-12 tie in the 
fourth as SH picked up the win, 63-32. The loss dropped 
Pawnee City to 9-11. 

Lemerond again was the high scorer, tossing in 23 
points, thanks in part to a 6/9 effort from beyond the 
arc. Jones added six points, nine rebounds, two blocked 
shots and four steals. Witt scored seven points and 
dished out five assists. 

SH Scoring: Santo 9, Westengaard 8, Witt 7, Reschke 
3, Lemerond 23, Taft 2, Sipple 5, Jones 6. 

Pawnee City Scoring: Gyhra 4, Gottula 2, Bensen 7, 
Koster 5, Osborne 2, Jensen 2, B. Gyhra 5, Blecha 2, 
Sisco 3. 

In three quarters of JV action, SH defeated Pawnee 
City 40-16. Payten Georges scored 16, and Ryann West-
engaard added nine for the Irish.

SH now sets its attention on the postseason. The Irish 
host the Class D2-1 subdistrict on Tuesday, February 
17 and Thursday, February 19. The Irish play 1-21 Me-
ridian in the opening round at 5:30 on Tuesday at the 
Roh Activity Center. The winner will play the winner of 
Diller-Odell (9-11) and Dorchester (14-8) on Thursday 
at 6:30 at Sacred Heart High School. 

The Titans from Humboldt hosted the Tri County Tro-
jans on Tuesday. Tri County (18-5) and ranked No. 3 in 
Class C2, sprinted out to a 21-6 lead over the 9-12 Ti-
tans. HTRS played the middle quarters evenly, trailing 
36-19 at the half and 48-31 entering the third period. 
The Trojans continued to pull away in the fourth, out-
scoring HTRS 19-11 as they cruised to the 25-point win, 
67-42. 
HTRS shot well, hitting 18-of-44 attempts (41%), but 

struggled at the foul line (3/10). 
The Titans finished the contest with 17 rebounds, 11 

assists, three steals and a pair of blocked shots. 
Emmett Glathar supplied the majority of the offensive 

output yet again, scoring 26 points and adding seven 
rebounds. Garrett Duryea added eight points and two 
steals, while Darius Bohling had four rebounds and 
three assists. 
HTRS Scoring: Koch 2, C. Duryea 3, G. Duryea 8, 

Glathar 26, Shupp 3. 
HTRS defeated Falls City, 42-35, in action on Thurs-

day night at Falls City High School. See the Tiger story 
for game details. 
On Friday, HTRS played the C2, eighth-ranked John-

son-Brock Eagles. The Eagles, 20-3, had little trouble 
with the Titans, earning the 79-33 win. Johnson-Brock’s 
three losses came to Sacred Heart and twice to Tri Coun-
ty. 
The Titans end the year at 7-14 Palmyra on Friday, 

February 20. 

 Lady Irish head into 
postseason with loss

Titans struggle against some of 
the best Class C2 has to offer
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Evalyn Clancy

Bonnie Mehlin
Carolyn Sue Druba (Jensby), age 73, was called home 

to be with her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ on Feb-
ruary 8, 2026. A faithful Christian, Carolyn lived 

a life defined by love, service, and unwavering 
devotion to her family, her church, and her 
faith.

She was born in Hardy, Nebraska, on No-
vember 10, 1952 to Robert and Dorothy 
(Beck) Jensby. She graduated from Hardy 
High School in 1971 and later graduated 
from Kansas State University. On June 27, 
1980, she married the love of her life, Rog-
er Druba, in Superior, Nebraska. Togeth-
er, they built a life in Geneva, centered on 
faith and family. In 1992, they moved their 
family to Falls City, the community they 

embraced as home.
Carolyn was a devoted wife, a loving and 

selfless mother to Craig Barrett (Pauqi), Jeff 
Druba (Lindsay), and Brett Druba (Elizabeth), 

and a cherished grandmother to 11 grandchildren 
and proud great-grandmother to seven great-grandchil-

dren. Her family was her greatest joy, and she supported each of them with constant 
love, prayer, and encouragement.
A talented and caring beautician, Carolyn worked from her home, building lasting 

relationships with clients and becoming friends with all those she met. She retired in 
2020 due to declining health. In addition to her work, she was a dedicated homemaker 
who created a home filled with warmth, hospitality, and faith.
Carolyn was a faithful member of St. Peter and Paul Catholic Church, where she 

generously volunteered her time and talents. She especially enjoyed landscaping and 
caring for the church grounds, finding peace in nurturing beauty and giving back to 
her faith community.
Carolyn’s absolute greatest joy in life was time spent with her grandchildren. She 

faithfully attended their school field trips, inviting them to Falls City for weeks at 
a time during the summer, with trips to the zoo, the swimming pool, and many ice 
cream trips to Sonic, creating memories filled with laughter, love, and simple happi-
ness that will be treasured forever.
Carolyn’s faith was lived quietly but powerfully. She was strong without seeking 

recognition, loving without conditions, and generous with her time, her prayers, and 
her heart. Though she was taken from us too soon, her legacy lives on through the 
family she raised, the faith she modeled, and the many lives she touched.
She will be deeply missed and forever loved until we meet again.
Carolyn is survived by her husband, Roger of Falls City, sons, Craig Barrett of San 

Antonio, TX, Jeff and his wife Lindsay and Brett and his wife Elizabeth both of Roca, 
NE, brothers, Morris Jensby and his wife Mary Jane of Arizona, Kent Jensby and his 
wife Crystal of Superior, sister, Lori Linder and her husband Mitch of Lincoln, NE, 
eleven grandchildren and seven great-grandchildren. 
She was preceded in death by her beloved parents, Robert and Dorothy (Beck) Jens-

by, and her sister Beth Greenstreet, whom she now joyfully joins in eternal peace.
A Mass of Christian Burial was held on Thursday, February 12, 2026 at 11:00 AM 

with Father Jim Meysenburg officiating. Interment was in Evergreen Cemetery, Supe-
rior, NE on Friday at 2:00 PM.
A Parish Rosary was recited on Wednesday at 7:00 PM at Dorr and Clark Funeral 

Home. The family received friends following the rosary.

Carolyn Druba

Evalyn Fay Clancy, 93, of formerly of Dawson, Nebraska was born on December 
8, 1932, in Hayes County, Nebraska to Virgil and Charlotte (Bailey) Conboy. She 
attended school in Palisade until the age of eleven when her family moved to Cur-
tis, Nebraska. Evalyn graduated from Curtis High School and then continued her 
education by attending classes at the University of Nebraska Lincoln Ag campus 
located at the time in Curtis, Nebraska.

On June 6, 1957, Evalyn was united in marriage to Cyril Cecil Clancy in Curtis, 
Nebraska.  To this union eight children, Charlotte “Josie”, Julie, Gregory “Greg”, 
Stephen “Steve”, Robert “Bob”, Mary, Patricia “Trish”, and Amy were born.  The 
couple raised their family in Dawson, Nebraska where Evalyn owned and operated 
the “Dawson Café” for many years.  After the café closed, Evalyn worked as a cook 
at Dawson-Verdon public schools in Dawson and Colonial Acres Nursing Home in 
Humboldt.  She also worked as a staff member for S.E.N.D.S. in Auburn.  Evalyn 
was a devoted member of St. Mary’s Catholic Church in Dawson and helped with 
many funeral luncheons and church activities over the years.

Evalyn went to be with her Lord and Savior surrounded by her family on Sunday, 
February 8, 2026, at the Colonial Acres Nursing Home in Humboldt, Nebraska hav-
ing reached the earthly age of ninety-three years and two months. 

She was preceded in death by her parents, husband Cyril Clancy, daughters Julie 
Pitchford and Charlotte “Josie” Taylor, grandson Lyle Halverson, great-grandson 
Ezekiel Metschke, and brothers: Virgil, Donald, and Edgar Conboy.

Evalyn is survived by her children: Greg Clancy and wife Pam of Belleville, 
KS; Steve Clancy and wife Cindy of Dawson, NE; Bob Clancy and wife Kim of 
Brookville, KS; Mary Clancy of Dawson, NE; Trish Eastman of Lincoln, NE; Amy 
Sanford and husband Darrell of Lincoln, NE; son-in-law Joe Taylor of Dawson, NE; 
numerous grandchildren and great-grandchildren, two great-great-grandchildren, 
sister-in-law Rose Parli of Raleigh, NC; and many other nieces, nephews, relatives 
and friends.​

A Funeral Mass was held at 10:30 a.m. Friday, February 13, 2026, at the St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church in Dawson, Nebraska with Reverend Anthony Bedient of-
ficiating. Interment immediately followed mass at the St. Mary’s Catholic Cemetery 
in Dawson.

Stations of the Cross
St. Thomas Episcopal Church

   1602 Harlan Street, Falls City, NE
(Across the street from the post office)

5:00-5:30 PM
Tuesdays: Feb. 24; March 3; March 10, 

March 17; March 24 and March 31
Before you can celebrate Easter, 

you must understand Jesus’ suffering.
Make this part of your preparation for Easter.

Everyone is welcome to join us in this powerful 
remembrance of Christ’s love for the world. 

Visitation was held from 
9 a.m.- 5 p.m. on Thurs-
day, February 12, 2026, 
at the Wherry Mortuary, 
207 N. Nemaha Street 
in Humboldt.  A Rosary 
was recited at 7:00 p.m. 
on Thursday, February 
12, 2026, at St. Mary’s 
Catholic Church in Daw-
son.  The family greeted 
friends after the rosary at 
the Parrish Hall.

Memorial contributions 
are suggested to the St. 
Mary’s Catholic Church.

Condolences can be 
shared online at www.
wherrymortuary.com

Services entrusted to 
Wherry Mortuary-207 
Nemaha Humboldt, NE 
(402) 862-2915

The Nebraska sorghum 
organizations are seek-
ing qualified producers 
to serve in leadership 
roles on the Nebraska 
Grain Sorghum Board 
(NGSB) and Nebras-
ka Sorghum Producers 
(NeSP). These positions 
provide an opportuni-
ty for growers to help 
guide research, mar-
ket development and 
promotion efforts that 
support Nebraska’s sor-
ghum industry.

The Nebraska Grain 
Sorghum Board admin-
isters the state’s grain 
sorghum checkoff pro-
gram and currently 
has the following open 
seats:

Nebraska Sorghum seeks 
applicants for leadership positions

Bonnie Maxine (Lewis) Mehlin, 93, for-
merly of Stella, Nebraska was born on April 
15, 1932, in Falls City, Nebraska to Guy and 
Ethel (Howard) Lewis.  She was child num-
ber 5 of 9 brothers/sisters, and her childhood 
home was in what is now Indian Cave State 
Park. Bonnie attended high school at Brat-
ton Union Consolidated School where she 
graduated with the class of 1950. While at 
Bratton Union Bonnie met her lifelong love, 
Jerry Mehlin. The couple were united in mar-
riage on December 23, 1951, in Coryell Park 
near Auburn, Nebraska and continued for 64 
years until Jerry’s death in 2016. Their union 
brought four children, Keith, Mike, Kerry, 
and Lisa.

Bonnie took up a career and a lifetime of be-
ing a teacher, receiving her undergraduate and 
graduate degrees from Peru State College. 

She made an impact on her students and community in a one room schoolhouse near 
Humboldt, and later at Southeast Consolidated in Stella. Her teaching had an impact 
on several generations of students who remember her fondly.

Bonnie was a creator at heart, with a passion for sewing. She made clothes, quilts, 
and could repair any clothing. She was still mending clothes after moving to the nurs-
ing home, at the request of residents and staff.  She was also a collector, collecting 
Hummels, Beanie Babies, cloth for sewing, and many other things.  More important-
ly, Bonnie collected memories, always giving to the people around her and the people 
important to her.

The definition of the word matriarch, Bonnie’s legacy is present in her children, 
grandchildren, and great grandchildren. She passed away on Thursday, February 12, 
2026, at Dunklau Gardens in Fremont, Nebraska having reached the earthly age of 
93 years, 9 months, and 28 days. She was preceded in death by her parents, husband 
Jerry, brothers: Paul, Donald, Harlan, Gary, and Tom Lewis, and sisters Rose Marie 
Rears, Betty Whitfield, and Martha Lewis.

Bonnie is survived by her children: Keith Mehlin and wife Cathy of Logan, IA; Jerry 
“Mike” Mehlin of Omaha, NE; Kerry Mehlin and wife Michele of Grand Island, NE; 
Lisa Mehlin of Omaha, NE; also surviving are seven grandchildren, 14 great grand-
children, and a lifetime of students, friends, and extended family.

Funeral Services will be held at 10:30 a.m. on Saturday, February 21, 2026, at the 
Stella Community Church in Stella, Nebraska with Pastor John States officiating.  A 
livestream broadcast of Bonnie’s service can be viewed on the Stella Community 
Church Facebook page for those not able to attend.

Visitation will be held from 9 a.m.-8 p.m. on Friday, February 20, 2026, at the Wher-
ry Mortuary, 207 N. Nemaha Street in Humboldt, Nebraska.  Family will greet friends 
from 6-8 p.m. at the mortuary.

Interment will follow services at the Pleasant View Cemetery in rural Humboldt, 
Nebraska.

Memorial contributions may be made to the Stella Arboretum, 408 N. Elm Street, 
P.O. Box 74, Stella, Nebraska 68442.

Condolences can be shared online at www.wherrymortuary.com
Services entrusted to Wherry Mortuary-207 N. Nemaha St-Humboldt, NE 68376 

(402) 862-2915

• District 4 representa-
tive

• One at-large repre-
sentative

Nebraska Sorghum 
Producers, the state’s 
membership-based sor-
ghum association, also 
seeks applicants for the 
following positions:

• District 2 representa-
tive

• One at-large repre-
sentative

“Serving on one of 
Nebraska’s sorghum 
boards gives growers a 
direct voice in shaping 
the future of our indus-
try and the decisions 
that affect it,” said NeSP 
and NGSB Executive 
Director Kristine Dvo-

racek Jameson. “Board 
members help guide pri-
orities, support research 
and market development 
and ensure sorghum re-
mains a strong option 
for Nebraska producers. 
We encourage grow-
ers who are passionate 
about the crop and in-
terested in leadership to 
consider applying.”

Nebraska Grain Sor-
ghum Board applicants 
must be Nebraska citi-
zens, at least 21 years of 
age, and derive a portion 
of their income from the 
production of grain sor-
ghum. Appointments to 
the NGSB are made by 
the Governor of Nebras-
ka.

Nebraska Sorghum 
Producers applicants 
must be current NeSP 
members and active sor-
ghum producers within 
the applicable district or 
eligible for at-large con-
sideration.

Additional details re-
garding qualifications, 
terms of service, and 
application materials 
are available by contact-
ing: Kristine Dvoracek 
Jameson Executive Di-
rector, 402-471-4276 
or sorghum.board@ne-
braska.gov. 

Producers interested 
in leadership and com-
mitted to advancing Ne-
braska sorghum are en-
couraged to apply.

To learn more, visit 
www.nebraskasorghum.
org.
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• ConCrete • Steel BuildingS 
• new ConStruCtion

Family owned and operated.
www.mezgerconstruction.com
402-839-6365 • 402-450-1371

Table Rock • Falls City, NE

Proudly serving residential, 
commercial, & industrial clients 

large & small throughout the area.

The HTRS Lady Titans nearly pulled off an incredi-
ble comeback, but they fell to the Tri County Trojans, 
53-51, in overtime. The Titans entered the final peri-
od trailing by five, 32-37. An offensive rebound and 
score by PJ Howe made it 34-37 with 7:42 to play.  
One minute later, Kenadi McClarnen cut the lead to 
36-37 with a hoop in the paint. With 1:40 remaining 
in regulation, HTRS went to work. McClarnen hit a 
baseline jumper with 1:15 to go to make it 38-40. An 
offensive rebound and score by Howe tied the con-
test at 40 with fifteen seconds remaining. The Titan 
defense clamped down and didn’t allow Tri County 
to get a shot off, sending the game to an extra period.  

In the additional four minutes, Elie Bstandig put 
HTRS in front with a bucket in the paint just fifteen 
seconds into overtime. The lead was short-lived as Tri 
County responded with a triple on the next possession 
to retake the lead, 43-42. The back-and-forth contin-
ued as Bstandig sank two free throws at the 3:10 mark 
to put HTRS back on top, 44-43. The two teams trad-
ed points as the period progressed. Lillian Bowen’s 
bucket with 1:10 to play cut the Trojan lead to one, 
48-47. 

Trailing by three, Bstandig brought the Titan crowd 
to its feet, sinking a three from the top of the key to 
tie the game at 51-51 with twelve seconds remaining. 
Unfortunately, Tri County drew a foul with 4.6 sec-
onds left, sending the shooter to the line with a chance 
to win the game. Rylan Beerenstrauch sank both, giv-
ing Tri County the two-point advantage and the win. 

HTRS defeated Falls City 44-20 on Thursday in 
Falls City. See the Tiger story for details. 

The Lady Titans ended the regular season on Friday 
night in Johnson. The Eagles outlasted HTRS 44-31 
and ended the season at 17-7, while the Titans head 
into subdistricts with a 12-10 mark. 

HTRS plays in the D1-1 subdistrict at Weeping Wa-
ter High School on Tuesday, February 17, 2026. The 
No. 2-seeded Titans play No. 3 Lourdes Central Cath-
olic (12-9) at 7:30 p.m. The winner will likely play 
top-seeded Weeping Water on Thursday at 7:00 p.m. 
in Weeping Water. 

The Write A-Way
Income Tax & Accounting

All State • Electronic Filing
Payroll-Sales Tax-Accounting • Reasonable Fees

Over 40 Years Experience
Audit Assistance & Year Round Services

823 Stone St., Falls City, NE 68355823 Stone St., Falls City, NE 68355
402-245-4397 • Patrice Fitzpatrick

The Irish basketball team 
was back at the friendly 
confines of the Roh Ac-
tivity Center on Monday, 
February 9, 2026, to take 
on the 3-13 Pawnee City 
Indians. The game was 
originally scheduled for 
Friday, January 23, but 
was rescheduled due to 
weather concerns. 

Monday’s action was 
all Irish from the tip. Sa-
cred Heart, as they often 
do, came out firing from 
beyond the arc. The Irish 
hit four treys in the open-
ing eight minutes and led 
16-3 after one quarter. The 
Irish offense continued to 
fire on all cylinders, add-
ing 16 more points to their 
total to lead 32-16 at the 
half. Bo Fletcher had three 
from beyond the arc in the 
first half, and Cole Taft 
added two. The Irish, led 
by Brenden Lemerond’s 
two triples, pushed their 
advantage to 45-29 after 
three quarters as they went 
on to secure a 56-35 win. 
The win pushed SH to 
11-8 for the year. 

SH converted 11-of-37 
three-point attempts, while 
hitting 10-of-27 from two-
point range. Pawnee City 
outdueled the Irish under 
the basket, earning a 34-
30 rebound edge, but SH 
forced the Indians into 27 
turnovers, while commit-
ting only 15. 

Lemerond has been 
heating up as the season 
has progressed, and Mon-
day was no different. The 
senior leader scored 16 
points, while grabbing 
five rebounds and dishing 
out four assists. Fletch-
er added a team-best 19 
points and four steals, 
while Taft finished with 11 
points, three boards and 
two steals. 

SH Scoring: Taft 11, 
Fletcher 19, Lemerond 
16, Baxter 2. Howard 3, 
Knobbe 5. 

Pawnee City Scoring: 
Rose 10, Wernimont 7, 

Fender 2, Frakes 3, Plager 
2, Tegtmeier 2, Kling 9. 

In three periods of JV 
action, SH held on for a 
30-21 win. Owen San-
to led the Irish with nine 
points, while JJ Lancaster 
added six. 

The Irish traveled to 
Weeping Water (1-18) 
on Thursday to compete 
against the Indians. SH 
overwhelmed Weeping 
Water from the tip, bolt-
ing to a 21-3 first-quarter 
lead. SH kept its foot on 
the gas as it roared to a 44-
11 advantage at the half. 
The Irish defense kept the 
pressure on in the third, 
outscoring Weeping Wa-
ter 15-4 to make it 59-15 
heading into the fourth 
as they secured the 66-30 
road win. 

SH shot 37% from the 
field, making 26-of-70 
attempts. The Irish outre-
bounded Weeping Water 
40-24 and forced 28 turn-
overs while committing 
only five. 

Fletcher had the hot 
hand, leading SH with 19 
points and seven steals. 
Lemerond was next with 
13 points and four as-
sists, while Taft scored 
12 points, grabbed five 
boards and dished out 
four assists. Hayden Clow 
led the team with seven 
rebounds and added five 
steals. 

SH Scoring: Taft 12, 
Fletcher 19, Lemerond 13, 
Lancaster 7, Santo 3, T. 
Witt 2, Howard 6, Knobbe 
4. 

WW Scoring: Nutter 
23, Baier 2, Mogensen 3, 
Seger 2. 

The Irish JV defeated 
Weeping Water 19-12 in 
two quarters. Howard led 
SH with 9 points, while 
Baxter added seven. 

Sacred Heart hosted 
Lewiston (9-10) on Friday 
at the RAC. Again, it was 
all SH early as they led 
13-4 after one period and 
39-15 at the break. Sacred 

Heart outscored the Tigers 
30-18 in the second half 
as they improved to 13-8 
with the 69-33 win. 

The Irish fired 78 shots 
on Friday, making 27, in-
cluding going 9-for-43 
from beyond the arc. SH 
outrebounded Lewiston 
39-27 and forced 28 turn-
overs while committing 
just six. 

With Fletcher out sick, 
Lemerond picked up the 
slack, scoring a game-
high 22 points. Lem also 
added nine steals and 
three rebounds. Taft strug-
gled from deep (1/13) but 
added 15 points and seven 
boards. Knobbe finished 
with seven rebounds, 
while Baxter added three 
steals. 

SH Scoring: Taft 15, 
Sipple 3, Lemerond 22, 
Lancaster 6, Clow 8, Bax-
ter 4, Howard 7, Knobbe 
4. 

Tiger Scoring: McEvers 
13, Heideman 10, Stein-
acher 8, Janssen 2. 

In JV action, SH out-
scored Lewiston 37-12 in 
two quarters. Baxter (10) 
and Howard (16) led the 
Irish. 

The Irish will wrap 
up the regular season 
on Friday, February 20, 
when they play at (7-14) 
Lourdes Central Catholic. 
SH has caught fire since 
losing to Auburn on Janu-
ary 20th, having won eight 
of the last nine contests. 

 Irish dominate foes as 
regular season winds down

Lady Titans are playing 
with confidence heading 

into the postseason These days, shoppers may 
be paying more attention to 
where and how their products 
were made.

While a significant portion 
of factory jobs have moved 
offshore over the last few 
decades, some companies 
maintain manufacturing fa-
cilities stateside, touting ben-
efits to workers, communities 
and end-consumers.

In the case of Renewal by 
Andersen, the full-service 
window and door replace-
ment division of Andersen 
Corporation, its state-of-the-
art Cottage Grove flagship 
campus in Minnesota, just 10 
miles south of Saint Paul, em-
ploys approximately 1,424 
manufacturing professionals. 
And approximately 900 addi-
tional jobs are planned as they 
prepare to open a new facility 
in Locust Grove, Georgia in 
2026. Renewal by Andersen 
windows are custom built in 
the United States with U.S. 
and imported parts, and the 
company’s designing, engi-
neering, manufacturing and 
testing of energy-efficient 
composite windows, con-
ducted locally, is the essential 
middle component of an end-
to-end customer experience 
that begins with an in-home 
consultation and results in 
professional installation and 
continued customer support.

This is part of a larger cy-
cle: local workers assemble 
exceptional products; sat-
isfied customers share their 
stories; demand grows and 
local economies thrive.

The impact of domestic 
manufacturing can some-
times even go beyond job cre-
ation and a seamless custom-
er experience. Companies 
that choose to keep manufac-
turing stateside often have ro-
bust philanthropic programs 
that support the communi-
ties where their employees 
live and work. Through its 
Renewal Cares program, Re-
newal by Andersen and its 
retail network support over 
100 local charities across 
the United States. These ef-
forts are as wide-ranging as 
helping a veteran with a new 
patio door, replacing all the 
windows of a youth camp, 
raising more than $5 million 
for the American Cancer So-
ciety (ACS), and replacing 
windows in multiple ACS 
Hope Lodges, which provide 
free lodging for patients un-
dergoing treatment.

While consumers have 
endless choices today, select-
ing products manufactured 
domestically often means 
supporting the economy and 
the resilience of local com-
munities. (StatePoint)

Reasons to shop 
American - 

made products

The Humane Society

CLAIM CLAIM 

Friendly adult male 
picked up near 

Stanton’s lake. We 
know someone has 
to be missing this 
handsome man. 

Please give us a call 
402-245-2338 to 
claim or adopt.

oror
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FALLS CITY
First Brethren Church (1902 Lane St.): Wor-

ship Service, 9:30am; Sunday School, 10:40am; 
Fellowship Hour, 6:00pm 

Don Shafer, Moderator – 402-245-5209
Good News Assembly of God (600 Reavis 

St.) Sunday School, 9:30am; Worship, 10:40am. 
Wednesday: Good News Kids, 6:30pm. www.
mygnag.com. Tim Boatright, Pastor – 245-3977

Christ Evangelical Lutheran Church LCMS 
(23rd & Barada) Sunday: Divine Service, 9 AM

Sunday School and Bible study, 10:15 AM 
(September-May). Communion every Sunday. 
fallscitylcms.blogspot.com

Rev. Ken Humphrey, Pastor- 402-245-3324
Corner Stone Baptist Church (N. Highway 

73 Turn at Blue Valley Behavioral Health) 
Sunday School Bible Hour, 9:30am; Worship, 
10:30am & 6:30pm. Wednesday: Bible Study & 
Prayer Time, 7pm; Lively Stone Kids Klub K-6. 
Pastor Mike Dunleavy – 402-245-4245

Valley Avenue Baptist Church (2023 Valley 
Ave.) Sunday School, 9:30am; Worship services, 
10:30am; Evening, 6:00pm. Wednesday services, 
7:00pm. Pastor Chad Berry–245-3890 

valleyavenue.org
Church Of Christ (2701 Barada St.) Wor-

ship, 10:30am; Bible Study (All Ages), 9:30am. 
Wednesday Bible Study, 6:00pm. Josh Maxwell, 
Preacher – 402-245-7148

First United Methodist Church (1700 Harlan 
St.). Worship, 11:00am (Also Broadcast KTNC 
1230am / 107.1fm) First Sun. fellowship 10:30; 
Adult Bible Study: 9:45AM. fumc@sentco.net 
Pastor Larry Heintz– 402-245-3281

First Christian Church Disciples Of Christ 
(1322 Stone St.) Sunday School, 10:45am; Wor-
ship, 10:45am Facebook.com/fallscitycooperativemi-
nistry Pastor Grant Speece – 402-980-5960

St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
ELCA (20th & Towle St.) Sunday School (Sept–
May), 9am; Worship, 10am. Wednesday: Confir-
mation 6:30pm; Choir 7:30pm. Joanna Kathol, 
Pastor – 402-245-3828

St. Thomas Episcopal Church (16th & Har-
lan) Sunday Worship, 10:30am (Holy Eucharist) 
https://stthomasepisc.com

Northridge (1820 Morton St.) Sunday School, 
9am; Worship, 10am. www.northridgenetwork.
org/Falls-City. 402-245-2167 

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church LCMS. (6 Mi. 
North of Falls City on US 73) Sunday School 

and Bible study, 9:30 AM (September-May). Di-
vine Service, 10:30 AM. Communion on 2nd, 
4th, and 5th Sundays. fallscitylcms.blogspot.com

Rev. Ken Humphrey, Pastor - 402-245-4643
Sts. Peter and Paul (1820 Fulton) Weekend 

Mass Times: Sat., 5:00PM; Sun., 7AM & 10AM 
Daily Mass: Mon. thru Fri., 6:45AM Services 
livestreamed daily on www.facebook.com/sppfc 
Inquiry classes by appt. Sacrament of Penance: 
Sat., 3:45-4:45PM, or by appt. 
Fr. Jim Meysenburg, Pastor 402-245-3002.
   Zion United Church of Christ (65763 709 Rd,  
FC) Sunday: Worship service, 9:00AM;  Com-
munion, first Sun. of each month. www.facebook.
com/fallscitycooperativeministry. Pastor, Grant 
Speece  402-980-5960 cell 245-2398 office

RULO
Immaculate Conception (Rulo) Sun. Confes-

sions, 8:00AM; Mass, 8:30AM. Daily Mass sched-
ule: Mon.-Fri., 6:30AM. Fr. Ben Rynearson, Pastor

Riverside Fellowship 117 S 3rd St., Rulo, NE. 
Sun. Worship 9AM. Fellowship, Sunday School, 
& Adult Bible Study 10AM Following Worship. 
David Showalter, Pastor

BARADA
Barada Global Methodist Church (717 

Rd./652 Blvd.) Worship Service 9:15am; Sun-
day School 10:30am. Services held in Barada On 
The 2nd & 4th Sun. of the month. Services held 
at St. Peter’s ELCA On The 1st & 3rd Sun. of the 
month. Pastor Mike Hader. 402-245-4584

Bethel Global Methodist Church (70656 656 
Ave (½ mile N of Preston Corner) Worship, 
11:00AM; Sunday School, 10:00AM; Wednesday 
Choir, 7:30PM. Pastor Mike Hader – 402-245-4584.

St. Peter’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 
(ELCA) Williamsville, 12 miles NE of Falls 
City) Worship 9:15AM (1st, 3rd); Worship at 
Barada Global Methodist (2nd & 4th Sundays); 
Check our Facebook page for worship schedule. 
Fellowship & Sunday School following worship. 
Pastor Mike Hader – 402-245-4584

SHUBERT
St. Anne’s (Shubert) Sun. Mass: 10:30AM; con-

fessions before Mass. Fr. Anthony Bedient, Pastor. 
855-3595 or 245-4151

Shubert Christian Church Worship, 9:30AM; 
Fellowship, 10:30AM; Sunday School, 10:30AM. 
Thursday Fellowship, 5:00PM. Pulpit Supply

Prairie Union Baptist Church (Rural Shubert) 
Sun: Morning Worship 10:30AM, Sunday School 

9:30AM. Communion is served the first Sun. of 
every month. Bob Heusman, Pastor

VERDON
Verdon Christian Church Disciples of Christ 

(400 Walnut St.) Sun: Worship, Summer: 7PM, 
Winter: 6PM. Find us on Facebook at Verdon 
Christian Church. verdonchristianchurch@
gmail.com. Rev. Daniel Spencer. Call or text: 402-
801-0374.

DAWSON
St. Mary’s (Dawson) Weekend Mass: Sat., 

5:30PM; Sun, 8:30AM. Daily Mass: 7:30AM 
Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. Check bulletin for chang-
es, weekday mass schedules. Call rectory; confes-
sions before Mass. Fr. Anthony Bedient, Pastor. 
855-3595 or 245-4151.

ARAGO
St. Mary’s (Arago) Sunday: Confessions, 

10:10AM; Mass, 10:30AM. Fr. Ben Rynearson, 
Pastor

STELLA
Stella Community Church Sun: Church service, 

with children’s Sunday School, 9:30AM; adults 
Sunday School, 10:30AM. John States, Pastor

Grace Bible Fellowship (Highway 62, east of 
Stella) Sunday School, 9AM; Church Service, 
10:15AM. Website: www.gbfchurch.com. 

Dave Lockard, Pastor. Office: 402-883-2110
HUMBOLDT

The Four Mile Church (South of Humboldt) 
Sunday: Church services, 9:00AM. 

Howard Blecha, Pastor
WHITE CLOUD, KS

Lighthouse Church of God (2202 330th, White 
Cloud, KS) Sunday School, 9:30AM; Church Ser-
vice, 10:30AM. Rev. Charles J. Haney, Pastor. 785-
862-1107

BIG LAKE, MO
Big Lake Baptist Church (213 Lake Shore Drive) 

Sun: Fellowship breakfast, 8:45AM; Sunday 
School, 9:30AM; Service, 10:30AM. Mon: Prayer 
& Share Monday, 8:30AM. Wed: Children’s, 
Youth & Adult Bible Study, 7PM. 

Dick Lionberger, Intern pastor
FOREST CITY, MO

River of Hope Fellowship 27765 Hwy 159, PO 
Box 176, Forest City, MO 64451. Sun. Worship: 
10:30AM, Sunday School: 9:30AM. Will Certain, 
Pastor. 816-824-8566. Randy Seedorff, Pastor. 
816-507-7339

Brent Harsin
B. Harsin Agency, Inc.
Toll Free: 800-492-3392
E-mail: bharsin@amfam.com
Falls City, NE 402-245-2605

1423 Harlan St., Falls City
Mon-Fri 7am-10pm

Sat 9am-10pm • Sun 9am-9pm
402-245-3500

2303 Harlan St., Falls City, NE
402-245-2424

www.dorrandclark.com
locally owned and operated

not just a nursing home 
but.....where caring comes 

from the heart

1720 burton Dr., falls city, ne
402-245-4466

1608 Stone St., PO Box 26, 
Falls City, NE 68355-002

Fax & Phone 402-245-3344
fctravel@sentco.net

“A World of Possibilities”
Falls City travel CompanyFalls City travel Company

Kelly Carpenter, ManagerKelly Carpenter, Manager

Over 100 New and Used 
Vehicles in Stock

HULLMAN’S 
FORD LINCOLN

245-4413
www.hullmansford.com

Pharmacy 
& Home Care

120 E. 18th St. • Falls City, NE
402-245-2029 Fax: 402-245-2521

KexRx.com
We take care of  you

ACE HARDWARE 
FARM 

& CITY 
SUPPLY

2618 Harlan St.
Falls City, NE 68355

Life in the   
  Spirit

Christian Gift & Bookstore
1208 Stone St. Falls City, NE 68355

402-245-4922

Miller-Monroe Company, Inc.
“Your Full-Service Agency”

Insurance • Real Estate • Investments
1608 Stone St., Falls City

(402) 245-2227

Doug 
Waller

Steve 
Simon

Animal Health Center
Dr. Steve Severin

 Dr. Danelle Bauman - Cromer
    1505 E. 14th St., Falls City

24 Hrs. Emergency: (402) 245-4438
Fax: 245-3928 • Toll Free: 800-947-2127

e-mail: ahcfc@sentco.net
303 Hwy 73 • PO Box 648

Falls City, NE 68355

1-866-481-4017
Please contact us for all your 

grain marketing needs

        CONSOLIDATED 
 GRAIN AND BARGE CO.

1701 Stone St., Falls City, NE
402-245-2491

Member FDIC

Harmon’s O.K. Tire 
& Auto, Inc.

“Serving You Since 1939”
Galen Harmon • Complete Tire Service

•Michelin • Uniroyal •BF Goodrich 
•Over 5000 Tires on Hand

1903 Harlan St., Falls City, NE
Ph: 402-245-4114  402-245-5114

110 W. 17th
Falls City, NE 402-245-4451

Wolfes 
Printing

1607 Stone Street
FallS City, ne 68355

Ph/Fax: 402-245-4484
e-mail: mcwp@sentco.net

SONIC DRIVE INN
1305 HARLAN ST., FALLS CITY

402-245-3525

Chaney Furniture Co.
Since 1921

GRANT SMITH/President
STEVE HUTFLES/Vice President

1523 Stone St., PO Box 267
Falls City, NE 68355

Ph: 402-245-3912 • 877-245-2844
www.chaneyfurniture.com

LOCAL PLACES OF WORSHIP
Generously brought to you each week by the sponsors below

402-245-2486
1616 Harlan St., Falls City, NE
ATM Location: 
1616 Harlan St.

District 1 Senator Bob 
Hallstrom’s Newsletter
As we near the mid-point of the 60-day Legislative 

session, the deadline for Senators, Committees, and the 
Speaker to designate their priority bills is rapidly ap-
proaching.
 Each Senator may prioritize one bill, which typically 

moves it toward the front of the floor debate schedule. 
Standing Committees may each designate two priority 
bills from those heard by the Committee. Additionally, 
the Speaker may designate 25 priority bills, which are 
generally noncontroversial and intended to move through 
floor debate quickly.
 An assortment of bills, some of which were carried over 

from last year, have already reached the floor for debate. 
Some of the more publicized bills include LB669, in-
troduced by Senator Tanya Storer, which would require 
health care professionals to screen abortion patients for 
coercion, abuse or trafficking. The bill failed, falling two 
votes short of ending a filibuster. Senator Storer also in-
troduced LB663, which contains provisions relating to 
conditional use or special exception zoning determina-
tions and appeals. The bill advanced from General File. 
LB258, introduced by Senator Jane Raybould, caps fu-
ture increases of the minimum wage at 1.75 percent and 
lowers the minimum wage for 13- and 14-year-old work-
ers to $13.50 per hour. This bill survived a filibuster and 
was signed by Governor Pillen last week.
 The Legislature continues to hold public hearings on 

many bills. Last week, public hearings were conducted 
on six of the bills I introduced. Among these were LB873, 
which would impose a 10 percent excise tax on Kratom 
products; LB 874, which aims to enhance penalties for 
motor vehicle homicide when it is accompanied by the 
use of a wireless communication device; LB784, which 
changes residency requirements for sheriffs and continu-
ing education requirements for law enforcement officials; 
and LB938, which establishes the First-Time Home Buy-
er Savings Account Act and provides for income tax de-
ductions for contributions to savings accounts which are 
subsequently used for expenses associated with a house 
purchase.  
 This week, three public hearings will be held on bills I 

have introduced, including LB969, which establishes a 
database of financial information for counties and mu-
nicipalities; LB1058, which provides for a grant under 
the Nebraska Visitors Development Act for organiza-
tions providing tourism and visitor promotional services 
through exhibits and trails; and LB1139, which changes 
provisions relating to liens, arising from child and spou-
sal support orders.
 I welcome your input on issues of interest and impor-

tance to you. I encourage you to follow along on my 
Facebook page designated as Senator Bob Hallstrom, for 
updates on legislation and District 1 activities. Please feel 
free to contact me directly at Senator Bob Hallstrom, Dis-
trict 1, State Capitol, PO Box 94604, Lincoln, NE 68509; 
Telephone (402) 471-2733; or email me at bhallstrom@
leg.ne.gov.

(Continued from Page 1)
“I always try to plan for 

the worst-case scenar-
io,” said Darveau. “So, I 
know I’m going to have 
plenty of money left. It’s 
just that one line item that 
I’m telling you that we’re 
going to blow it out of the 
water.” 
He advised the Board 

that the Big Iron Auction 
would be held on Wednes-
day, March 18. 
The Board reviewed a 

letter regarding a change 
to the contract with Mar-
vin Planning Consultants, 
but tabled action until 
the Commissioners could 
meet with other board 
members “to clarify what 
is going on.” 
Commissioner Karas 

made a motion to accept 
a subdivision located in 
SE 1/4 of the SW 1/4 of 
Section 22, Township 2, 
Range 16 for C. Vonder-
schmidt, S. Taft, J. Taft, 
K. Taft, M. Lyons and G. 
Taft and adopt Resolu-
tion 2025-2026-26. The 
motion was seconded by 
Campbell and passed 3-0. 

 County Commissioners reject 
counteroffer from union

The Board also passed 
Resolution 2025-2026-
27 to close a checking 
account at F&M Bank, 
which is no longer re-
quired. 
A notice was received 

from the City of Falls City 
regarding a public hear-
ing to accept comments 
on the plan to declare ar-
eas extremely blighted. 
Commissioner Caverza-

gie made a motion to pay 
all claims.
The Board recessed un-

til 3:00 p.m. to meet with 
NAPE/AFSCME Local 
61, representing the Rich-
ardson County Depart-
ment of Roads, to review 
a proposal submitted to 
the Board. Representa-
tives from NAPE/AFSC-
ME Local 61 were not 
present for the discussion. 
An offer was made and 

delivered to each Road 
Department employee on 
January 28, 2026. Since 
that time, Commission-
er Campbell has been in 
talks with a union steward 
regarding a draft propos-
al that road department 

employees would submit 
to their legal counsel for 
formalization and pre-
sentation to the County’s 
counsel as a counteroffer. 
On February 10, 2026, a 

counteroffer was received 
by the County’s counsel, 
Jerry Pigsley, from the 
union’s legal counsel, 
Abby Osborn, Associate 
Attorney with Shiffer-
miller Law Office, P.C., 
L.L.C. 
Commissioner Camp-

bell made a motion to re-
ject the offer that had been 
presented. Commission-
er Caverzagie seconded 
the motion. The motion 
passed 2-0 with Commis-
sioner Karas absent. 
The County’s offer from 

January 28, 2026, and 
the counteroffer received 
from the Union’s legal 
counsel on February 10, 
2026, can be viewed on 
the Richardson County 
website at www.richard-
soncountyne.gov. 
With no further busi-

ness, the meeting was ad-
journed at 3:03 p.m. 

By Nicole Stoner
The weather this winter 

has been like a roller coast-
er for me. One week it is 
cold, the next week it is 
much warmer. It is through 
those warm spells that I re-
ally get excited for spring 
garden season. As we move 
closer to starting seeds in-
doors, make sure you know 
what all the information on 
the seed packet means. 

The seed packet contains 
all the details about how to 
grow your plants, how to 
get them started, the size 
and growth habit, and the 
lifecycle which would be 
either annual, perennial, or 
biennial. 

Annual plants are those 
that live for one growing 
season and then die. Annu-
al plants don’t regrow from 
year to year but may return 
if they reseed themselves, 
which doesn’t happen with 
all plants. Biennials grow 
for two seasons then die. 
The first year they grow 
vegetative growth and the 
second year they flower 
and set seed then die with 
a frost. Perennials continue 
to come back for 3 or more 
years. They will flower and 
set seed in the growing sea-
son then overwinter and 
come back the following 
spring. 

The packet contains the 
common name: Tomato and 
scientific name: Solanum 
lycopersicum of the plant as 
well as a variety: Celebrity. 
Within tomatoes, there are 
many different varieties for 
size, shape, color, growth 
habit, when they mature, 
and other characteristics. 

Planting Information-The 

seed packet describes how 
deep to plant the seed in 
the soil and how it should 
be planted. It lists spacing 
for the plants. This is diffi-
cult to follow when we first 
plant our tiny plants, but 
plants should be spaced cor-
rectly according to the label 
instructions. If seeds are 
planted too close, they can 
be thinned to help growth 
and reduce disease issues 
that develop from crowded 
plants.

The seed packet also 
states days to germination 
and days to harvest. This 
will tell you when to expect 
to begin harvesting from it 
in the summer, it isn’t exact 
and depends on weather. If 
you want an early season 
tomato, choose a variety 
with a shorter growing sea-
son. 

The packet also states how 
deep and when to plant the 
seed. Seeds are either start-
ed inside for transplanting 
later or by direct sowing 
outside, the packet will give 
directions on what is the 
best way to plant depend-
ing on your location. Count 
backwards from the trans-
planting date to know when 
to start seeds indoors. Use 
the date you plan to start 
spring crops outdoors for 
when to start spring crops 
or your last spring frost date 
as your starting point for 
summer crops. Early Girl is 
as early as 59 days to ma-
turity.

Disease Resistance: The 
seed packet also lists dis-
ease resistance as well as 
other environmental char-
acteristics that they are 
less prone to. For example, 
some tomato varieties crack 
or split very easily, if this is 
a common irritation in your 
garden, look for a variety 

that lists crack resistance as 
a characteristic. They will 
still crack some, but it will 
be less than other varieties. 
Also, look for resistance to 
the common diseases such 
as Verticillium wilt=V, Fu-
sarium wilt=F, and Tomato 
spotted wilt virus=TSWV. 
The more resistance in your 
tomatoes, the less problems 
you will have with diseases 
or less need for pesticides to 
control them. 

Advanced Characteris-
tics-Tomatoes are available 
as Determinate or Indeter-
minate growth habit. Deter-
minate tomatoes will grow 
to a specific size and pro-
duce only a certain amount 
of tomatoes through the 
season. While indetermi-
nate tomatoes will continue 
to grow and produce until 
the frost kills them in the 
fall. Determinate tomatoes 
will be a better choice for 
container gardens and small 
spaces but can also be use-
ful for those with less use of 
the tomatoes to not be over-
loaded with excess produce. 

If you have any further 
questions please contact 
Nicole Stoner at (402) 223-
1384, nstoner2@unl.edu, 
visit the Gage County Ex-
tension website at www.
gage.unl.edu or like my 
Facebook page at http://
www.facebook.com/Ni-
coleStonerHorticulture 

Reading the 
seed packet
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BOARD OF EDUCATION 
REGULAR MEETING

Monday, February 9, 2026 7:00 PM
Humboldt Board Conference Room
Attendance Taken at 7:00 PM. Quen-

tin Bowen: Present, Kyle Hilgenfeld: 
Present, Mike Kanel: Present, Neal 
Kanel: Present, Dave Mezger: Present, 
Scott Ogle: Present.

1. OPEN MEETING NOTICE - CALL 
MEETING TO ORDER- ROLL CALL 
-PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE*

2. WELCOME PATRONS & GUEST: 
PATRON COMMENT

3. CORRESPONDENCE
4. APPROVE CONSENT AGENDA
Motion to approve. This motion, made 

by Scott Ogle and seconded by Mike 
Kanel, passed. Yea: 6, Nay: 0

4.1. Meeting Minutes
4.2. Bills for Payment
4.3. Review Treasurer’s Report
5. REPORTS
5.1. Principal Caniglia gave an up-

date on activities, counselors report 
and upcoming assemblies.

5.2. Principal Standerford discussed 
upcoming school celebration days, 
training being completed and an up-
date on CIP.

5.3. SPED Director Kroll
5.4. NASB Report - Neal Kanel
6. AGENDA
6.1. Board Member’s Leave of Ab-

sence if Needed
6.2. 2026-2027 School Calendar
Motion to approve. This motion, made 

by Scott Ogle and seconded by Neal 
Kanel, passed. Yea: 6, Nay: 0

6.3. Cross Country 2026-2027
Motion to table Cross Country. This 

motion, made by Scott Ogle and sec-
onded by Dave Mezger, passed. Yea: 
4, Nay: 2 

6.4. Lebra Teacher Evaluation Tool
Motion to table until we have more 

info/demo. This motion, made by Mike 
Kanel and seconded by Neal Kanel, 
passed. Yea: 5, Nay: 1

7. Superintendent Griffith’s Report
8. BOARD MEMBER CONCERNS
9. ADJOURN
Motion to adjourn, 7:41. This motion, 

made by Scott Ogle and seconded by 
Neal Kanel, passed. Yea: 6, Nay: 0

Respectfully submitted,
Chantel Farwell

VENDOR NAME  DESCRIPTION
INVOICE AMOUNT

Amazon Capital Services, Amazon 
Account..................................... 882.78
Apptegy, Inc, Media Subscription........ 	
	.............................................. 6,670.13
Cardmember Service, Credit Card 
Charges-Gen Fund................ 7,453.36
Chadwell, Mindy , Lmhp Jt....... 291.00
Cleaning Cousins, Llc, Niders.. 555.73
Das State Accounting - Central 
Finance,Tech / Ocio.................. 317.87
Dietze Music House,Music....... 128.60
Dstk Phillips, Inc, Service Call, Parts... 	
	.............................................. 1,924.96
Eakes Office Solutions, Maintenance 
Supplies...................................... 38.99
Eggers Bros Inc, Bus Parts........ 84.92
Essential Screens, Emplmt 
Background Screenings............. 40.45
Falls City Journal, Advertising.. 224.39
Falls City Sanitation, Dec/Jan 
Trash-Utilities......................... 1,540.00
Fiber Platform, LLC, Distance 
Learning.................................... 429.21
Hometown Leasing, Staple Copier 
Lease..................................... 1,377.80
HTRS Payroll Acct, Payroll Expenses. 	
	.......................................... 606,586.83
Humboldt Chamber Of Commerce,
Annual Dues..............................110.00
Humboldt Standard,Advertising.160.29
Ksb School Law,Legal Services...385.00
Kurita America Inc.Water Soft Contract	
	................................................. 484.00
Malcolm, Mary, Occ Therapy - Sped 
Services................................. 1,920.00
Matheson Tri-Gas Inc, Cte Cylinder 
Rental....................................... 400.56
Nasb Alicap, 2024-2025 Policy...384.00
Nasb Nebraska Assn Of School 
Boards, Boe Dues................. 5,023.00
National Therapeutic Associates, Inc, 
Physical Therapy - Sped Services.......
	.............................................. 1,140.50
NCS Pearson, Inc, Jan-26.......... 57.62
NPPD, Elec-Utilities............... 5,533.77
Pawnee Republican, Ads.......... 125.88
Sapp Bros., Fuel....................... 257.13
Schendel Pest Control, Pest 
Control-Spraying......................... 75.00
Schmitt Music, Music Dept......... 90.00
SJS Embroidery, Steam........... 528.00
Stalder, Jenna , JS Reimb.......... 94.21
Standerford, Kim, Flight 
Reimbursement For Conf......... 447.36
Surnali, LLC, EE Drug Testing.. 352.80
Time Management Systems, Red 
Rover Downpayment............. 2,000.00
Tk Elevator Corporation, Elevator 
Maintenance............................. 595.72
Truck Center Companies,Parts.491.08
University Of Nebraska - Kearney, Kt 
Course...................................... 325.00
University Of Nebraska - Lincoln, 4-H 
Extension.................................... 74.07
Verizon Business, Long Distance.73.58
Wilcock, Joy, Occ Therapy - Sped
 Services................................ 3,226.20

ZNEZ
		

VERDON MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING – FEBRUARY 

4, 2026 – 7:05 P.M. – VILLAGE HALL
The meeting was called to order at 

7:05 p.m. by Chairperson Denise Koso.
She called attention to the Open 

Meetings Act posted on the wall.
ROLL CALL: Present: Cody Bahr, Ker-

ry Fritz, Denise Koso, Lois Miller, and 
Richard Strecker Jr. Absent: None.
Clerk Dawn Bennett was also present.
GUESTS: Raven Weinmann, Michael 

Schultes, Lucas Froeschl, Terry Cum-
mins
MINUTES: Motion by Koso, second 

by Bahr to approve, all Trustees pres-
ent voting YEA.
AGENDA: Motion by Fritz, second by 

Strecker to approve, all Trustees pres-
ent voting YEA.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Motion by 

Koso, second by Bahr to approve, all 
Trustees present voting YEA.
FEBRUARY 2026 CLAIMS: Motion by 

Fritz, second by Koso to approve, all 
Trustees present voting YEA.
All claims were verified and checked 

over by Chairperson Koso.
COMMUNICATIONS:
1. February 2026 Shut off notices 

were reviewed. All have been paid.
2. A letter was received from a resi-

dent concerning a neighbor’s dogs who 
had chased her and was aggressive 
towards her in her own yard. A letter 
will be sent to the neighbor with notice 
telling him about the Village ordinances 
concerning loose dogs.
3. An Annual Update was available 

and presented to the Board members 
from the Southeast Nebraska Land 
Bank.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. COMMITTEE REPORTS: General: 

Koso had concerns about rodent con-
trol at the Community Center and an 
estimate was presented. A motion was 
made by Bahr and seconded by Fritz 
to accept the estimate from Schendel 
Control for rodent control at the Com-
munity Center. All Trustees present 
voting YEA. STREETS: N/A Water: N/A 
Sewer: N/A Cemetery: N/A Parks: N/A
2. WATER HOOK UP AT COCHRAN 

PROPERTY: No update available.
3. JEO – MICHAEL SCHULTES: A 

presentation was made by Michael 
Schultes with JEO with the 95% com-
plete Wastewater Report. Following his 
presentation, a motion was made by 
Koso and seconded by Fritz to autho-
rize JEO Consulting Group to submit 
the report to funding agencies for fund-
ing offers for the Project. All Trustees 
present voting YEA.
4. NUISANCE/UNSAFE PROPER-

TIES: Pictures have been taken of 
nuisance and unsafe properties. The 
Board members reviewed the photos 
and Nuisance Violation Forms were 
filled out. A motion was made by Fritz 
and seconded by Miller to start the 
Nuisance Abatement Process on four 
residences. All Trustees present voting 
YEA.
5. SOUTHEAST NEBRASKA LAND 

BANK – LUCAS FROESCHL: Discus-
sion was held on the Southeast Ne-
braska Land Bank and the possibilities 
of using the Land Bank on properties in 
the Village.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. TOWN MOWING FOR 2026: A mo-

tion was made by Fritz and second by 
Strecker to hire Tom Borrego to do the 
town mowing for the 2026 season. All 
Trustees present voting YEA.
2. CHANGING BOARD OF TRUST-

EES FROM FIVE TO THREE MEM-
BERS: Board members were updated 
on the choice of changing the number 
of trustees for the Village Board from 
five to three members at the next
General Election. It was decided to 

leave the number of members the 
same as it is now at five members and 
not changing it.
RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANCES:
1. ORDINANCE 2026-100 – Third 

and Final Reading – “ADOPTING THE 
NEBRASKA BASIC CODE OF ORDI-
NANCES” was read by Koso. A motion 
was made by Koso and second by 
Bahr to pass the third and final reading. 
All Trustees present voting YEA. Third 
and final reading of Ordinance 2026-
100 passed and approved.
2. RESOLUTION 2026-01 – “AC-

CEPTING THE ONE (1) & SIX (6) 
YEAR HIGHWAY & STREET IM-
PROVEMENT PROGRAM FOR 2026 
FOR THE VILLAGE OF VERDON, 
NEBRASKA.” A motion was made by 
Koso and second by Bahr to pass Res-
olution 2026-01. All Trustees present 
voting YEA.
Motion by Bahr and second by Streck-

er to adjourn the meeting at 8:45 p.m. 
and all Trustees present voting YEA.

Meeting adjourned.
Dawn Bennett, Verdon Clerk

   The next regular meeting of the Ver-
don Board of Trustees will be held on 
March 4, 2026 at 7:00 p.m. at the Vil-
lage Hall.

VILLAGE OF VERDON JANUARY 
2026 CLAIMS PAID

EFTPS EX ..............................$312.32
People Service SE................$1,735.00
Verdon Library EX.....................$25.00
Seneca Sanitation Service, Inc. SE ... 	
	.............................................$1,624.00
S.N.C. SE .................................$92.20
Nebraska Public Health Lab SE.$15.00
Richardson Co. Rural Water SE ........ 	
	.............................................$2,335.57
Next Generation Recreation EX ........ 	
	.............................................$8,951.47
Falls City Mercantile SU............$37.86
Justin Brewer SE.....................$674.43
Falls City Journal EX.................$80.19
Robert W. Aitken, CPA SE....$2,150.00
Raven Weinmann RE................$25.00
Kari Pagnano RE.......................$25.00
NPPD EX.................................$878.87
OPPD EX.................................$112.80
JEO Consulting Group SE....$6,000.00
One Call Concepts SE.................$3.28
Jones Lang LaSalle Americas, Inc. EX 	
	................................................$220.40
NE Dept. of Revenue EX.........$105.78
NE Dept. of Revenue EX.........$288.79
Equity Bank EX..........................$12.00
Dawn Bennett RE....................$300.00
Dawn Bennett SA.................$1,212.98
EX=EXPENSE, FE=FEE, MI=MILE-
AGE, RE=REIMBURSEMENT, 
SA=SALARY, SE=SERVICE, SU=-
SUPPLIES

Dawn Bennett, Verdon Clerk
ZNEZ

RICHARDSON COUNTY 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

FEBRUARY 4, 2026
CALL TO ORDER

  The meeting of the Richardson Coun-
ty Board of Equalization was called to 
order by Chairman Caverzagie at 8:30 
a.m. on Wednesday, February 4, 2026.  
Roll call was answered by Karas, 
Campbell and Caverzagie; Assessor 
Riggs and Clerk Eickhoff.   Chairman 
Caverzagie announced that the open 
meeting laws have been posted at the 
entrance to the meeting room.
  Motion was made by Caverzagie to 
approve the agenda as posted. Mo-
tion seconded by Karas.   ROLL CALL 
VOTE: Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, 
Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried.  The 
agenda is posted at the Richardson 
County Courthouse in the First Floor 
Lobby, the Lower-Level Lobby and on 
the Commissioner’s Meeting Room 
door on the 2nd Floor and on the Rich-
ardson County website www.richard-
soncountyne.gov.
NURSING HOME TAX EXEMPTION  

  Motion was made by Karas to ap-
prove the exemption applications as 
presented by Assessor Riggs that 
includes the percentage amount of 
exemption, Form 451NF, for the follow-
ing qualifying for-profit nursing facility, 
skilled nursing facility, or assisted-living 
facility: Falls City Nursing and Reha-
bilitation Center at 52.7%; Jonesbrook 
Estates, LLC at .051%; Falls City Care 
Center at 52.96%.   Motion second-
ed by Campbell.  ROLL CALL VOTE:  
Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, Caverza-
gie-aye.  Motion carried.

ADJOURNMENT
  Motion was made by Caverzagie to 
adjourn the meeting at 8:51 a.m.   Mo-
tion seconded by Karas.   ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, 
Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried.    

John Caverzagie, Chairman
Mary L. Eickhoff, County Clerk

ZNEZ

The Board of Educational Service 
Unit 4 held its regular meeting on Mon-
day, February 9, 2026, at 5:15 p.m. in 
the Carson Board Room of Education-
al Service Unit 4 in Auburn, Nebraska. 
The following claims were paid for the 
month of February:

General Fund -- $56,778.42
Payroll -- $487,538.62
NCECBVI -- $15,229.22
Federal Programs -- $14,081.14
The Board of Educational Service 

Unit 4 will hold its Regular Meeting at 
6:00 pm on Monday, March 9, 2026, at 
the Nebraska Center for the Education 
of Children who are Blind or Visually 
Impaired (NCECBVI), 824 10th Ave-
nue, Nebraska City, Nebraska. The 
Region 4 Preschool Planning Team 
will hold their meeting at 9:00 am on 
Wednesday, March 11, 2026, in the 
ESU 4 Conference Center, 2301 Dahl-
ke Avenue, Auburn, Nebraska. The 
agendas for both meetings are kept 
current and readily available for public 
inspection at the office of the Adminis-
trator during normal business hours.

www.esu4.org
18

ZNEZ

VILLAGE OF 
VERDON

BOARD OF 
EQUALIZATION

HTRS 
DISTRICT #70

ESU #4

CITY COUNCIL
January 20, 2026

  A meeting of the City Council of the 
City of Falls City, Nebraska, was held 
in said City on the 20th day of January 
2026, at 6:00 o’clock P.M. Council met 
in regular session. Acting President 
Buckminster called the meeting to 
order, and Clerk Nussbaum recorded 
the minutes of the meeting. On roll call 
the following Council persons were 
present: Ferguson, Fouraker, Kaster, 
K. Killingsworth, F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, 
Buckminster. Absent: Leyden. Mayor 
Harkendorff was absent. Notice of the 
meeting was given in advance there-
of by posting in three public places, a 
designated method for giving notice as 
shown by the Certificate of Posting No-
tice attached to these minutes. Notice 
of this meeting was given to the Mayor 
and all persons of the Council and a 
copy of their acknowledgment of receipt 
of notice and the agenda is attached to 
the minutes. Availability of the agenda 
was communicated in the advance no-
tice and in the notice to the Mayor and 
Council of this meeting. All proceed-
ings shown hereafter were taken while 
the convened meeting was open to the 
attendance of the public. Buckminster 
publicly stated to all in attendance that 
a current copy of the Nebraska Open 
Meetings Act was available for review 
and indicated the location of such copy 
posted in the room where the meeting 
was being held.

STANDING REPORTS
  Standing reports from the City Admin-
istrator and Chief of Police were pre-
sented. No formal action was required.

AGENDA APPROVAL FOR 
JANUARY 20, 2026

  A motion was made by Council per-
son F. Killingsworth and seconded by 
Council person Ferguson to approve 
the agenda as presented. Roll was 
called on this motion and the Council 
persons voted as follows: “YEA” Fergu-
son, Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried.

MINUTES APPROVAL FOR 
JANUARY 5, 2026

  A motion was made by Council per-
son F. Killingsworth and seconded by 
Council person Ruiz to approve the 
minutes as presented. Roll was called 
on this motion and the Council persons 
voted as follows: “YEA” Ferguson, 
Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried.

CLAIMS APPROVAL 
FOR JANUARY 21, 2026

  A motion was made by Council per-
son Ferguson and seconded by Coun-
cil person K. Killingsworth to approve 
the claims as presented. Roll was 
called on this motion and the Council 
persons voted as follows: “YEA” Fergu-
son, Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried.

TREASURERS REPORT FOR 
DECEMBER 2025

  A motion was made by Council per-
son Fouraker and seconded by Council 
person K. Killingsworth to approve the 
report as presented. Roll was called on 
this motion and the Council persons 
voted as follows: “YEA” Ferguson, 
Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried.

REQUEST FOR RESTRICTED 
PARKING ON THE 900 BLOCK OF 

MORTON STREET | BING BINDRUM
  Bing Bindrum presented a request to 
the City Council to restrict parking on 
the 900 block of Morton Street. Fol-
lowing discussion, a motion was made 
by Council person F. Killingsworth 
and seconded by Council person K. 
Killingsworth to restrict parking for 25 
feet on the 900 block of Morton Street. 
Roll was called on this motion and 
the Council persons voted as follows: 
“YEA” Ferguson, Fouraker, Ruiz, K. 
Killingsworth, F. Killingsworth, Buck-
minster. “NAY” Kaster. “Absent” Ley-
den. Motion carried.
CONSIDER APPROVING CHICKEN 
PERMIT APPLICATIONS FOR 1616 

VALLEY AVENUE, 2212 STONE 
STREET, 2008 MORTON STREET, 

AND 710 EAST 11TH STREET
  Acting President Buckminster de-
clared a public hearing open at 6:13 
P.M. for the purpose of hearing public 
comment relating to the approval of 
Chicken Permit Applications for 523 
Wilson Street, 901 E 21st Steet, 804 
E 17th Street, 1802 Huber Road, 1402 
Morton Street, 2414 Fulton Street, and 
701 E 14th Street. Buckminster asked 
if there was anyone in the audience 
who wished to comment. Following 
discussion, Buckminster declared the 
public hearing closed at 6:15 P.M. 

CONSIDER APPROVING A 
CHICKEN PERMIT APPLICATION AT 
523 WILSON STREET | CHEVY IMEL 

& LASHAWNA FENNEL (IMEL)
  A motion was made by Council 
person Ferguson and seconded by 
Council person Fouraker to approve 
the application as presented. Roll was 
called on this motion and the Council 
persons voted as follows: “YEA” Fergu-
son, Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried.

CONSIDER APPROVING A 
CHICKEN PERMIT APPLICATION AT 
901 E 21ST STREET | CHAD BERRY
  A motion was made by Council per-
son Fouraker and seconded by Coun-
cil person K. Killingsworth to approve 
the application as presented. Roll was 
called on this motion and the Council 
persons voted as follows: “YEA” Fergu-
son, Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried.

CONSIDER APPROVING A 
CHICKEN PERMIT APPLICATION AT 
804 E 17TH STREET | KATHERINE 

JORDAN
  A motion was made by Council per-
son F. Killingsworth and seconded by 

Council person Buckminster to ap-
prove the application as presented. 
Roll was called on this motion and 
the Council persons voted as follows: 
“YEA” Ferguson, Fouraker, Kaster, K. 
Killingsworth, F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, 
Buckminster. “NAY” None. “Absent” 
Leyden. Motion carried.

CONSIDER APPROVING A 
CHICKEN PERMIT APPLICATION 

AT 1802 HUBER ROAD | ALYSON & 
BRENDAN STEELE

  A motion was made by Council per-
son Ruiz and seconded by Council 
person Fouraker to approve the appli-
cation as presented. Roll was called on 
this motion and the Council persons 
voted as follows: “YEA” Ferguson, 
Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried.

CONSIDER APPROVING A 
CHICKEN PERMIT APPLICATION 

AT 1402 MORTON STREET | BRAD 
GRESHAM

  A motion was made by Council per-
son Fouraker and seconded by Coun-
cil person K. Killingsworth to approve 
the application as presented. Roll was 
called on this motion and the Council 
persons voted as follows: “YEA” Fergu-
son, Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried.
CONSIDER APPROVING A CHICK-
EN PERMIT APPLICATION AT 2414 

FULTON STREET | BRIAN & JESSIE 
LEMEROND

  A motion was made by Council per-
son Fouraker and seconded by Coun-
cil person F. Killingsworth to approve 
the application as presented. Roll was 
called on this motion and the Council 
persons voted as follows: “YEA” Fergu-
son, Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried.
CONSIDER APPROVING A CHICK-

EN PERMIT APPLICATION AT 701 E 
14TH STREET | DERRICK LEYDEN

  A motion was made by Council per-
son F. Killingsworth and seconded 
by Council person K. Killingsworth to 
approve the application as presented. 
Roll was called on this motion and 
the Council persons voted as follows: 
“YEA” Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killing-
sworth, F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buck-
minster. “NAY” Ferguson. “Absent” 
Leyden. Motion carried.

CONSIDER APPROVING LIVE-
STOCK PERMIT APPLICATION FOR 

2414 FULTON STREET
  Acting President Buckminster de-
clared a public hearing open at 6:21 
P.M. for the purpose of hearing public 
comment relating to the approval of 
Livestock Permit Application for 2414 
Fulton Street. Buckminster asked if 
there was anyone in the audience who 
wished to comment. Following discus-
sion, Buckminster declared the public 
hearing closed at 6:23 P.M. 

CONSIDER APPROVING A
LIVESTOCK PERMIT APPLICATION 
AT 2414 FULTON STREET | BRIAN 

& JESSIE LEMEROND
  A motion was made by Council person 
Kaster and seconded by Council per-
son Fouraker to approve the applica-
tion as presented. Roll was called on 
this motion and the Council persons 
voted as follows: “YEA” Ferguson, 
Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried.

CONSIDER AN AMENDMENT TO 
THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN OF 
THE CITY OF FALLS CITY WHICH 

AMENDMENT SHALL INCLUDE THE 
FAIRVIEW MILLS 

REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT 
LEGALLY DESCRIBED AS PART 

OF THE W1/2E1/2SE1/4 OF 15-1-16, 
FALLS CITY METES AND BOUNDS, 

FALLS CITY, RICHARDSON 
COUNTY, NEBRASKA (3.46 ACRES) 

(PID 740081233); PART OF THE 
SE1/4SE1/4 OF 15-1-16 (ANNEXED 

8/18/09), FALLS CITY, 
RICHARDSON COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA (3.56 ACRES) (PID 
740123149); PART OF THE 

W1/2SE1/4SE1/4 OF 15-1-16 
(ANNEXED 8/18/09) FALLS CITY, 

RICHARDSON COUNTY, NEBRAS-
KA (4.53 ACRES) (PID 740014323); 

PART OF THE NE1/4SE1/4SE1/4 
S OF MOPAC RR 15-1-16, FALLS 

CITY, RICHARDSON COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA (ANNEXED 8/18/09) 

METES AND BOUNDS (3.04 ACRES) 
(PID 740123068)

  Acting President Buckminster de-
clared a public hearing open at 6:24 
P.M. for the purpose of hearing pub-
lic comment relating to a proposed 
amendment to the redevelopment plan 
of the City of Falls City. Buckminster 
asked if there was anyone in the audi-
ence who wished to comment. Follow-
ing discussion, Buckminster declared 
the public hearing closed at 6:25 P.M. 

CONSIDER RESOLUTION TO 
APPROVE AN AMENDMENT TO 
THE REDEVELOPMENT PLAN 

OF THE CITY OF FALLS CITY TO 
INCLUDE THE FAIRVIEW MILLS 
REDEVELOPMENT PROJECT AS 

RECOMMENDED BY THE
 COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY
  A motion was made by Council person 
Ferguson and seconded by Council 
person Kaster to approve the resolu-
tion as presented. Roll was called on 
this motion and the Council persons 
voted as follows: “YEA” Ferguson, 
Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried.

CONSIDER RESOLUTION TO 
APPROVE THE REDEVELOPMENT 
AGREEMENT FOR THE FAIRVIEW 
MILLS REDEVELOPMENT PROJ-
ECT AS RECOMMENDED BY THE 
COMMUNITY REDEVELOPMENT 

AUTHORITY
  A motion was made by Council per-
son Kaster and seconded by Council 
person Fouraker to approve the reso-
lution as presented. Roll was called on 
this motion and the Council persons 
voted as follows: “YEA” Ferguson, 
Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 

“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried.
COUNCIL PRESIDENT AND ACTING 

PRESIDENT TERM LENGTH 
DISCUSSION | COUNCILMEMBER 

DERRICK LEYDEN
  Following discussion, a motion was 
made by Council person Ferguson and 
seconded by Council person Buck-
minster to draft an ordinance revision 
to change the President and Acting 
President term length. Roll was called 
on this motion and the Council persons 
voted as follows: “YEA” Ferguson, 
Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried.
ELECTION OF PRESIDENT OF THE 

CITY COUNCIL FOR 2026
  Acting President Buckminster asked 
if there were any nominations for the 
position of President of the City Coun-
cil. Council person Ferguson nominat-
ed Council person Leyden. Council 
person Leyden had submitted a letter 
stating interest in holding the position. 
Acting President Buckminster asked if 
there were any more nominations.
  A motion was made by Council person 
Ferguson and seconded by Council 
person Kaster to cease nominations. 
Roll was called on this motion and 
the Council persons voted as follows: 
“YEA” Ferguson, Fouraker, Kaster, K. 
Killingsworth, F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, 
Buckminster. “NAY” None. “Absent” 
Leyden. Motion carried. 
  A motion was made by Council person 
Ferguson and seconded by Council 
person Kaster to approve Leyden as 
President of the City Council effective 
January 20, 2026. Roll was called on 
this motion and the Council persons 
voted as follows: “YEA” Ferguson, 
Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried
ELECTION OF ACTING PRESIDENT 
OF THE CITY COUNCIL FOR 2026

  Acting President Buckminster asked 
if there were any nominations for the 
position of Acting President of the City 
Council. Council person Ferguson 
nominated Council person Buckmin-
ster. Council person Buckminster ac-
cepted the nomination. Acting Presi-
dent Buckminster asked if there were 
any more nominations.
  A motion was made by Council person 
Ferguson and seconded by Council 
person Kaster to cease nominations. 
Roll was called on this motion and 
the Council persons voted as follows: 
“YEA” Ferguson, Fouraker, Kaster, K. 
Killingsworth, F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, 
Buckminster. “NAY” None. “Absent” 
Leyden. Motion carried. 
  A motion was made by Council per-
son F. Killingsworth and seconded by 
Council person K. Killingsworth to ap-
prove Buckminster as Acting President 
of the City Council effective January 
20, 2026. Roll was called on this mo-
tion and the Council persons voted 
as follows: “YEA” Ferguson, Fourak-
er, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, F. Kill-
ingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. “NAY” 
None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion carried

PRESENTATION OF THE FALLS 
CITY EDGE QUARTERLY &

ANNUAL REPORTS | FALLS CITY 
EDGE – LUCAS FROESCHL

  Lucas Froeschl, EDGE Director, pre-
sented the EDGE Quarterly & Annual 
Reports for the 4th Quarter of 2025 and 
calendar year 2025. 

CONSIDER RECOMMENDATION 
FROM FALLS CITY EDGE TO 

APPROVE THE ADDITION OF A 
SECOND CITY COUNCIL REPRE-
SENTATIVE TO THE FALLS CITY 

EDGE BOARD | FALLS CITY EDGE 
- LUCAS FROESCHL

 Following discussion, a motion was 
made by Council person F. Killingsworth 
to table this topic. Motion died for lack 
of a second. The motion was rescind-
ed by Council person F. Killingsworth. 
A motion was made by Council person 
Ferguson and seconded by Council 
person Kaster to approve the addition 
of a second City Council representative 
to the Falls City EDGE Board. Roll was 
called on this motion and the Council 
persons voted as follows: “YEA” Fergu-
son, Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried.

APPOINTMENT OF A CITY 
COUNCIL MEMBER(S) TO THE 
FALLS CITY EDGE BOARD IN 

ACCORDANCE WITH RESOLUTION 
2023-R108 AND/OR AS 

AUTHORIZED BY COUNCIL ACTION
  A motion was made by Council per-
son Ferguson and seconded by Coun-
cil person Buckminster to approve the 
appointment of Leyden and Ruiz to 
the Falls City EDGE Board. Roll was 
called on this motion and the Council 
persons voted as follows: “YEA” Fergu-
son, Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried.

CONSIDER RESOLUTION 
AUTHORIZING PARTICIPATION IN 
THE NC2 SEPARATE ELECTRIC 

SYSTEM REFUNDING AS 
RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD 

OF PUBLIC WORKS
  A resolution was presented for con-
sideration. Upon review, a motion was 
made by Council person Ferguson and 
seconded by Council person Kaster to 
approve the resolution as presented. 
Roll was called on this motion and 
the Council persons voted as follows: 
“YEA” Ferguson, Fouraker, Kaster, K. 
Killingsworth, F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, 
Buckminster. “NAY” None. “Absent” 
Leyden. Motion carried. 

REVIEW AND SELECT PRIMARY 
LOCATION OF THE NEW ELECTRIC 

SUBSTATION FOR THE 
ENERGY FORWARD TRANSMIS-

SION IMPROVEMENT PROJECT AS 
RECOMMENDED BY THE BOARD 

OF PUBLIC WORKS
  Upon review, a motion was made by 
Council person Fouraker and second-
ed by Council person K. Killingsworth 
to approve the cemetery site as the 
primary location of the new electric 
substation, as recommended by the 
Board of Public Works. Roll was called 
on this motion and the Council persons 
voted as follows: “YEA” Ferguson, 

Fouraker, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, 
F. Killingsworth, Ruiz, Buckminster. 
“NAY” None. “Absent” Leyden. Motion 
carried. 
CONSIDER APPROVING REQUEST 

TO UPDATE THE HISTORICAL 
MARKER PLAQUE AT THE
 AQUATIC PARK | LUCAS 

FROESCHL
  A request to update to the information 
on the historical marker plaque at the 
Aquatic Park was presented by Lucas 
Froeschl. Upon review, a motion was 
made by Council person F. Killing-
sworth and seconded by Council per-
son Fouraker to approve the request 
as presented. Roll was called on this 
motion and the Council persons voted 
as follows: “YEA” Ferguson, Fourak-
er, Kaster, K. Killingsworth, F. Killing-
sworth, Leyden, Buckminster. “NAY” 
None. “Absent” Ruiz. Motion carried. 

THERE BEING NO FURTHER 
BUSINESS, THE MEETING WAS 

ADJOURNED AT 7:16 P.M. 
  I, the undersigned, City Clerk for the 
City of Falls City, Nebraska, hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of proceedings had and 
done by Council on January 20, 2026; 
that all of the subjects included in the 
foregoing proceedings were contained 
in the agenda for the meeting, kept 
continually current and available for 
public inspection at the office of the 
City Clerk; that such agenda items 
were sufficiently descriptive to give the 
public reasonable notice of the matters 
to be considered at the meeting; that 
such subjects were contained in said 
agenda for at least twenty-four hours 
prior to said meeting; that at least three 
copies of all reproducible material dis-
cussed at the meeting was available at 
the meeting for examination and copy-
ing by persons of the public; that the 
said minutes from which the foregoing 
proceedings have been extracted were 
in written form and available for public 
inspection within ten working days and 
prior to the next convened meeting of 
said body; that all news media request-
ing notification concerning meetings 
of said body were provided advance 
notification of the time and place of 
said meeting and the subjects to be 
discussed at said meeting; and that 
a current copy of the Nebraska Open 
Meetings Act was available and acces-
sible to persons of the public, posted 
during such meeting in the room in 
which such meeting was held.

CITY CLERK, Anthony Nussbaum
MAYOR, Mark Harkendorff

ZNEZ
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PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
The Board of Commissioners of the 

County of Richardson, Nebraska will 
meet weekly for a regular meeting on 
Wednesdays at 9:00 a.m., Room 202 
in the Richardson County Courthouse 
for the purpose of conducting any and 
all county business that will come be-
fore the board.  The agenda for the 
meetings are kept continuously current 
and are available for public inspection 
at the office of the Richardson County 
Clerk, Courthouse, Room 203, 1700 
Stone Street, Falls City, NE during 
normal working hours.  The agenda is 
closed 24 hours prior to the start of the 
meeting and is posted on the Commis-
sioner’s Meeting Room door, the 1st 
floor lobby and the lower level lobby of 
the Courthouse and also on the Rich-
ardson County website www.richard-
soncountyne.gov.

The Board of Equalization of the 
County of Richardson, Nebraska 
meet when times may necessitate for 
the purpose of conducting any and 
all business that requires the action 
of the County Board of Equalization.  
The agenda for the meetings are kept 
continuously current and are available 
for public inspection at the office of the 
Richardson County Clerk, Courthouse, 
Room 203, 1700 Stone Street, Falls 
City, NE during normal business hours. 
The agenda is closed 24  hours prior to 
the start of the meeting and is posted 
on the Commissioner’s Meeting Room 
door, the 1st floor lobby and the lower 
level lobby of the Courthouse and also 
on the Richardson County
Mary L. Eickhoff
Richardson County Clerk

ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that 

Heartlands Trimlight LLC, a Nebraska 
Limited Liability Company, has been 
organized under the laws of the State 
of Nebraska.

The street and mailing address of the 
initial designated office is: 2616 Chase 
Street, Falls City, NE 68355

The name and street and mailing 
address of the initial agent for service 
of process is: Jonathan Kirkendall, 
at 2616 Chase Street, Falls City, NE 
68355.

The purpose of the LLC is to engage 
in any lawful business for which limited 
liability companies may be organized 
under Nebraska law.

The company commenced business 
on January 22, 2026.

11-18-25
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
ADMINISTRATION 

AND NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF 

RICHARDSON COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA

IN THE MATTER OF THE ESTATE 
OF ELIZABETH ANN FINCK, 

Deceased
Estate No. PR26-3

  Notice is hereby given that on Feb-
ruary 3, 2026, in the County Court of 
Richardson County, Nebraska, Janet 
M. Malone, whose address is 2605 
Hiland Avenue, Falls City, Nebraska 
68355, has been appointed as Person-
al Representative of this Estate. 
  Creditors of this Estate must file their 
claims with this Court on or before April 
13, 2026, or be forever barred.

Bethany K. Godemann
Clerk Magistrate 

County Court of Richardson County 
1700 Stone Street, Room 205 

Falls City, NE 68355

Douglas Merz, # 12807 
Samantha Scheitel, # 26389 
Alexandra Fleming, # 26943 
Weaver & Merz Law Office 
1719 Stone Street, PO Box 569 
Falls City, NE 68355 
402-245-3015

11-18-25
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF LEASE SOLICITATION
PARKS & RECREATION 
 CONCESSION STANDS

The City of Falls City, NE is accept-
ing sealed bids for the lease and op-
erations of the North and/or South 
Concession Stands located at Fiedler 
Family Ball Complex at Dallas Jones 
Memorial Park for the 2026 baseball 
and softball season.

The lease term will run from March 1, 
2026, through September 30, 2026, 
with possibility of renewal options as 
outlined in the lease documents.

All bids must be submitted on the of-
ficial bid application form. Bid forms 
and lease documents are available at 
the City Clerk’s Office, 2307 Barada 
Street, Falls City, Nebraska, and online 
at www.fallscitynebraska.org/bid-post-
ings.
.
Sealed bids must be received by 4:00 
PM on February 27, 2026. Bids will be 
evaluated based on bid amount, expe-
rience, food safety compliance, staffing 
and hours of operation, and proposed 
menu and pricing. The City reserves 
the right to reject any or all bids and 
to award the lease in the best interest 
of the City

If additional information is needed or 
if you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact the City Clerk.

Anthony Nussbaum, City Clerk
11-18
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ZNEZ

NOTICE OF LEASE SOLICITATION
FALLS CITY MUNICIPAL AIRPORT

The Falls City Airport Authority is ac-
cepting sealed bids for the lease of 
approximately 92 acres of agricultural 
ground located at the Falls City Munic-
ipal Airport.

The lease term will run from March 1, 
2026, through February 28, 2027, sub-
ject to airport operational restrictions 
and renewal options as outlined in the 
lease documents.

All bids must be submitted on the offi-
cial bid form provided by the Airport Au-
thority. Bid forms and lease documents 
are available at the City Clerk’s Office, 
2307 Barada Street, Falls City, Nebras-
ka, and online at www.fallscitynebras-
ka.org/bid-postings
.
Sealed bids must be received by 2:00 
PM on March 2, 2026. Bids will be re-
viewed and considered for award at the 
regular meeting of the Falls City Airport 
Authority on March 4, 2026. The Au-
thority reserves the right to reject any 
or all bids.

If additional information is needed or 
if you have any questions, please feel 
free to contact the City Clerk.

Anthony Nussbaum, City Clerk
11-18
ZNEZ

COUNTY 
COMMISSIONERS

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that COTEO 

LLC, a Nebraska limited liability com-
pany, has been organized under the 
laws of the State of Nebraska.

The name of the company is COTEO 
LLC. The street and mailing address of 
the designated office of the company is 
1702 Valley Ave, Falls City, NE 68355. 
The name and street and mailing ad-
dress of the initial registered agent of 
the company is Daniel Werner, 1702 
Valley Ave, Falls City, NE 68355.

The limited liability company is orga-
nized to engage in any lawful business 
activity for which a limited liability com-
pany may be organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska.

The company commenced its exis-
tence on the filing of its Certificate of 
Organization with the Nebraska Secre-
tary of State.
Organizer: Daniel Werner, 1702 Valley 

Ave, Falls City, NE 68355.
18-25-4

ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
Notice is hereby given that REAL BM-

LLC, a Nebraska limited liability com-
pany, has been organized under the 
laws of the State of Nebraska, effective 
date 2/6/26.

The name of the company is REAL 
BM LLC. The street and mailing ad-
dress of the designated office of the 
company is 1618 Nemaha, Falls City, 
NE 68355. The name and street and 
mailing address of the initial registered 
agent of the company is Tim Burton 
1618 Nemaha, Falls City, Nebraska, 
68355

The limited liability company is orga-
nized to engage in any lawful business 
activity for which a limited liability com-
pany may be organized under the laws 
of the State of Nebraska.

The company commenced its exis-
tence on the filing of its Certificate of 
Organization with the Nebraska Secre-
tary of State.

Organizer: Tim Burton, 1618 Nemaha
Falls City, NE 68355

18-25-4
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NOTICE TO LANDOWNERS
NOTICE TO REMOVE 

ENCROACHING FENCE FROM 
COUNTY BRIDGES

This is formal notice that all fencing 
materials attached to or located on or 
under bridges in Richardson County, 
Nebraska are currently encroaching 
and causing obstructions on the public 
right-of-way in violation of Nebraska 
Revised Statutes §§ 39-301 and 39-
303.

All landowners are hereby requested 
to remove the aforementioned fencing 
within 30 days of the date of this notice. 
Please be advised that failure to com-
ply may result in Richardson County 
removing the obstruction at your ex-
pense, and potential legal action in-
cluding Class V misdemeanor charges.

Steven J. Darveau, Jr.
Richardson County

 Highway Superintendent
18

ZNEZ

NOTICE TO BIDDERS

Richardson County does hereby de-
clare as surplus and will offer for sale 
the following at BigIron Auctions,March 
18, 2026:
    2006 Chevrolet K1500, 1985 CAT 
926 Loader, 2006 Ford F350, 2005 
Chevrolet K3500, 1978 Linkbelt HC-
48A, 1989 Mack RD690S, 1978 Ford 
5600Tractor, 2016 Construction Trailer 
Specialists BDT54, 2010 Dodge 1500, 
2017 Dodge 1500, (2) 2020 Ford F150, 
2022 Ford Explorer, 2013 Dodge Grand 
Caravan, 5’ Plot Seeder, Kewanee Plot 
Disc, (5) Used Overhead Doors, Dump 
Box, Hydraulic Hand Press, Misc. Used 
Steel Beams.

All items sold per BigIron terms and 
conditions and can be viewed on their 
website at www.bigiron.com.  

Steven J. Darveau, Jr.
Richardson County 

Highway Superintendent
18
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LEGAL NOTICE FOR NAME 
CHANGE OF A MINOR CHILD

IN THE DISTRICT COURT 
OF RICHARDSON COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA 
Case Number: CI-26-11

IN RE NAME CHANGE OF: 
Blake Cordell Johnson

  Notice is hereby given that on the 6 
day of February 2026, a petition was 
filed in the District Court of Richard-
son County, Nebraska, the object and 
prayer of which is for the change of 
which is to change a minor child’s or 
children’s name(s) from: Blake Cordell 
Johnson to the preferred new name(s) 
of: Blake Cordell Newman
  A hearing will be had on said petition 
before the Honorable Julie D. Smith, in 
courtroom no. 301, 1700 Stone St. on 
the 24th day of March 2026 at 11:15 
a.m., or as soon thereafter as will be 
convenient for the court and that un-
less sufficient cause is shown to the 
contrary, the minor child(ren)’s current 
name(s) will be changed to the pre-
ferred name(s) listed above. 

18-25
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RICHARDSON COUNTY 
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

FEBRUARY 4, 2026
CALL TO ORDER

   The regular meeting of the Richard-
son County Board of Commissioners 
was called to order by Chairman Cav-
erzagie at 9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 
February 4, 2026. Roll call was an-
swered by Karas, Campbell and Cav-
erzagie. The Invocation was given by 
Chairman Caverzagie and the Pledge 
of Allegiance was led by Vice-Chair-
man Karas. Chairman Caverzagie an-
nounced that the open meeting laws 
have been posted at the entrance to 
the meeting room.  
   A motion was made by Karas to ap-
prove the minutes of the January 28, 
2026, meeting as presented. Motion 
seconded by Campbell. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, Cav-
erzagie-aye.   Motion carried.
   A motion was made by Caverzagie 
to approve the agenda as posted.  Mo-
tion seconded by Karas. ROLL CALL 
VOTE: Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, 
Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried.  The 
agenda is posted at the Richardson 
County Courthouse in the First Floor 
Lobby, the Lower-Level Lobby and on 
the Commissioner’s Meeting Room 
door on the 2nd Floor and on the Rich-
ardson County website www.richard-
soncountyne.gov.

ROAD & BRIDGE DEPT.
   Steve Darveau, Jr., Highway Super-
intendent updated the Board on the 
routine road and bridge maintenance 
being done this week.  
   A listing of items that have been 
deemed to be surplus and/or obsolete 
was presented to the Board that will 
be offered for sale at the Big Iron auc-
tion to be held in the next few months. 
These items being offered for sale are:

1989 MACK dump truck, 1985 CAT 
loader,1978 Linkbelt truck crane,Ke-
wanee discplot, 2006 Ford F350 pick-
up,2010 Dodge 1500 pickup, 2005 
Chev Silverado 3500, pickup,1978 
Ford Tractor 5600,2004 homemade 
18’ trailer, 2006 Chev K1500 pickup, 
2016 Construction Trailer
             bottom dump
2013 Dodge 1500 pickup, 2020 Ford 
F150 pickup, 2020 Ford F150 pickup, 
2013 Dodge Grand van SXT, 2022 
Ford Explorer, 5 used overhead shop 
doors ,16’ dump box hydraulic tank, 
5’ plot seeder, hand hydraulic press 
9”X24”X40” H beams  

   Mr. Darveau is also working with the 
engineering firm on developing speci-
fications for the mastic resurfacing on 
the 10.5 miles of the “dustless high-
way”.   
  Also presented to the Board was a 
breakdown of the costs that would 
be realized with contractor rock haul-
ing vs. county road dept. hauling to a 
stock-pile in the County for the Board 
to review.     

LAW ENFORCEMENT CENTER
  Sheriff Hardesty updated the Board 
on the routine business within the Law 
Enforcement Center this past week.  
There are 19 inmates that are booked-
in with Richardson County and 17 of 
those are being held in house. 
Maintenance items at the Jail were dis-
cussed. Commissioner Campbell will 
be meeting with the Sheriff to look at 
the items needing some attention.  
The Department has been sorting and 
cleaning out items being stored in the 
storage building at the Law Enforce-
ment Center.   The Sheriff also asked 
the Board if there was a reason to con-
tinue to keep on the inventory the 2013 
Dodge Grand Caravan as it hasn’t 
been used in quite a while.  The Board 
approved adding this vehicle to the list 
of items to be sold on the Big Iron Auc-
tion in the next few months.
  Sheriff Hardesty also informed the 
Board that he is considering a deputy 
candidate is being considered for hire 
but they reside in Nemaha County, 
Kansas and would not consider re-
locating to reside within Richardson 
County.    
   Training for software upgrades has 
been scheduled for staff in the next few 
weeks. 

EXECUTIVE SESSION
   Motion was made by Karas to recess 

the regular meeting agenda and go into 
an executive session at 10:00 a.m. with 
Jerry Pigsley, special legal counsel; 
County Attorney, Samantha Scheitel 
and County Clerk, Mary L. Eickhoff to 
discuss pending litigation and for the 
protection of the public interest.  Motion 
seconded by Campbell.   ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, 
Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried.
  Motion was made by Karas to close 
the executive session at 10:43 a.m. 
and return to the regular meeting agen-
da.  Motion seconded by Caverzagie.   
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Camp-
bell-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Motion car-
ried. 

REVIEW OF CONTRACT WITH 
MARVIN PLANNING CONSULTANTS
  Commissioner Karas reported on in-
formation that he received from Keith 
Marvin of Marvin Planning Consultants 
regarding the current contract that 
Richardson County has with the firm.  
The firm will be doing the update and 
completion of the comprehensive plan 
for Richardson County.  If the County 
does not want to pursue further with 
the zoning regulations, the contract will 
then be terminated after the compre-
hensive plan is completed. 
  County Attorney, Samantha Scheitel 
recommended that the contract be 
amended to define the County will 
cease the contract after the compre-
hensive plan is completed.  She will 
be drafting a letter for the Board to 
consider notifying Marvin Planning 
Consultants of the Board’s intention to 
terminate after the comprehensive plan 
is completed.  

CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER
Fee Reports

   Reports were approved for the fol-
lowing officials for fees collected during 
the month of January, 2026:
Mary L. Eickhoff, County Clerk..$87.00	
Mary L. Eickhoff, Register of Deeds$13,824.34
Pam Scott, Clerk of Dist. Court$580.00

Monthly Operating Statement
   The Board reviewed the monthly op-
erating statement for January, 2026.
Review listing of surplus equipment
  A listing of items that have been 
deemed to be surplus and/or obso-
lete from the Courthouse offices was 
presented to the Board for approval to 
be sold, donated or discarded.   The 
items will be offered once more on the 
social media “Swap and Talk” sites for 
sale and/or offered as a donation to 
non-profit organizations.   

Correspondence from NE Dept of 
Health & Human Services 

   The Board has been reviewing cor-
respondence from the NE Department 
of Health & Human Services regarding 
the office space they occupy in the low-
er level of the Courthouse.  As per NE 
Revised State Statute 68-130, effective 
June 30, 2028, the county will no lon-
ger be responsible to maintain office 
and service facilities used for the ad-
ministration of the NE Dept. of Health & 
Human Services.  
    A letter was sent by the County Board 
to the State of Nebraska stating that 
the office space would still be available 
for use by this department after June 
30, 2028, but that the County would 
then require a rent or lease payment 
beginning July 1, 2028. 

CLAIMS 
  Motion was made by Karas to allow 
the payment of all claims that were 
submitted today.   Motion seconded 
by Caverzagie.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  
Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, Caverza-
gie-aye.   Motion carried.  
  (The claims listed below are available 
for public inspection at the office of the 
County Clerk during regular business 
hours.)

GENERAL FUND
	Amazon, supp........................... 209.99
	Ankrom, Jami, reimb................. 218.40
	Auditor of Public Accounts, serv..........
20000.00
	BuckIT, serv............................ 7186.14
	Culligan; supp........................... 150.00
	Falls City Journal, adv............ 2319.34
	Falls City Mercantile, supp....... 220.16
	Falls City Utility Dept., serv......7741.11
	Fankhauser, Nelsen, Werts, Ziskey & 
Merwin, serv............................. 726.00
	     CR25-92 C. Dodson, CR25-91 S. 
Mackey, CR25-93 S. Mackey
	Farm & City Supply, supp..........118.98
	Ligouri, Angelo, serv............... 1796.03
	     CR25-360 T. Clow
	Marvin Planning Consultants, 
serv......................................... 3430.00
	Microfilm Imaging Systems, 
serv............................................110.00

	Midwest Mobile Radio Service, 
serv............................................. 30.00
	MIPS Inc., serv....................... 4008.83
	Nemaha County NE Sheriff, serv. 6.00
	Priority Dispatch, serv............11000.00
	ProServ Business Systems, 
serv........................................... 177.00
	Richardson County Court, fees.1110.12
	Richardson County Vendor, FICA/
retire/etc................................ 24785.60
	Road & Bridge Fund, 
transfer................................365511.73
	Schendel Pest Control, serv....... 91.38
	Stateline Propane, supp........... 100.00
	Summit Fire Protection, serv.... 535.00
	SumnerOne, serv......................119.00
	US Signal, serv....................... 1016.40
	Wolfe’s Printing, supp................... 3.00
	Payroll Expense...................113630.97
	TOTAL GENERAL FUND.$566,351.18

ROAD & BRIDGE FUND
	Capital City Concepts, serv.... 5000.00
	Culligan, supp............................. 33.60
	East Richardson Rural Water Dist. 2, 
serv............................................. 46.00
	EMC Insurance, ins................ 2500.00
	Falls City Journal, adv................ 22.03
	Martin-Marietta Materials, rock.1840.78
	Norris Quarries, rock.............. 1203.26
	Operation & Expense Account, 
reimb......................................... 241.85
	OPPD, serv............................... 179.88
	Stateline Propane Service, serv.511.20
	Unifirst, supp............................... 92.26
	Woods & Aitken, serv............. 6127.97
	Payroll Expense ................... 35865.70
	TOTAL ROAD & BRIDGE
 FUND................................ $53,664.53

REG OF DEEDS P&M FUND
	MIPS, serv................................ 324.92
. TOTAL REG OF DEEDS P&M 
FUND...................................... $324.92

VETERAN’S AID FUND
	County Veteran’s Aid Fund,
 transfer.................................... 540.00
	TOTAL VETERAN’S AID 
FUND...................................... $540.00

 ADJOURNMENT
   A motion was made by Karas to ad-
journ the meeting at 11:02 a.m. Motion 
seconded by Caverzagie. ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  Karas-aye, Campbell-aye, 
Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried.  The 
Board will meet again on Wednesday, 
February 11, 2026, at 9:00 a.m. for 
the next regular weekly meeting in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, Court-
house, Falls City.   The agenda is kept 
current at the County Clerk’s Office.  

John Caverzagie, Chairman
Mary L. Eickhoff, County Clerk

ZNEZ

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE

  The Planning Commission of the 
County of Richardson, Nebraska will 
hold a meeting on Thursday, February 
26, 2026 at 6:00 p.m., Southeast Com-
munity College campus located at 3200 
Bill Schock Blvd, Falls City, Nebraska. (   
The purpose of the meeting is to orga-
nize and discuss a planning process.  
The agenda for this meeting is kept 
continuously current and is available 
for public inspection at the office of the 
Richardson County Clerk, Courthouse, 
Room 203, 1700 Stone Street, Falls 
City, NE during normal working hours.  
The agenda will be closed 24 hours pri-
or to the start of the meeting and will be 
posted on the Commissioner’s Meeting 
Room door located on the 2nd floor of 
the Courthouse, the 1st floor lobby and 
the lower level lobby of the Courthouse 
and also on the Richardson County 
website www.richardsoncountyne.gov.   
  The use of any Southeast Com-
munity College Facility or Property 
does not imply endorsement, spon-
sorship, or support by the College 
of the views, opinions, programs, 
or activities of the users, speakers, 
presenters, or organizers of this 
Event.

Mary L. Eickhoff
Richardson County Clerk

18
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REGULAR MEETING OF THE FALLS 
CITY BOARD OF PUBLIC WORKS

January 15th, 2026
2307 Barada Street
Falls City, Nebraska

A regular meeting of the Board of 
Public Works of the City of Falls City, 
Nebraska, was held at the City Hall, 
2307 Barada Street in said City on 
the 15th day of January 2026 at 5:30 
o’clock P.M. Present were: Board 
Members: Froeschl, Joy, Koopman.  
Absent: Johansen, Rieger. Trevor 
Campbell recorded the minutes of the 
meeting.  Notice of the meeting was 
given in advance thereof by posting 
in three public places, a designated 
method for giving notice as shown by 
the Certificate of Posting Notice at-
tached to these minutes.  Notice of this 
meeting was given to the Board Chair-
person and all members of the Board 
and a copy of their acknowledgment 
of receipt of notice and the agenda is 
attached to the minutes.  Availability of 
the agenda was communicated in the 
advance notice and in the notice to the 
Chairperson and Board of this meeting.  
All proceedings hereafter shown were 
taken while the convened meeting was 
open to the attendance of the public.  
The Chairperson publicly stated to all 
in attendance that a current copy of 
the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was 
available for review and indicated the 
location of such copy posted in the 
room where the meeting was being 
held.

PUBLIC WORKS DIRECTOR 
REPORT

Trevor Campbell gave the Public 
Works Report.  No action was required.

CONSENT AGENDA

A motion was made by Joy and sec-
onded by Froeschl to approve the con-
sent agenda as follows: WHEREAS, 
certain business of the Board of Public 
Works of the City of Falls City (City) 
transpires on a regular and routine 
basis or is not of controversial nature; 
and WHEREAS, roll call votes on each 
individual issue greatly extend the 
meeting time. NOW, THEREFORE, BE 
IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY the Board 
of Public Works that in the interest of 
economizing time, yet complying with 
the Public Meeting Laws of the State of 
Nebraska, which require roll call voting, 
the following issues are hereby consol-
idated in this Consent Resolution:  1. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY the 
Board of Public Works that the minutes 
from the December 18th, 2025, meet-
ing is hereby approved.  2. BE IT FUR-
THER RESOLVED BY the Board of 
Public Works that the agenda for Janu-
ary 15th, 2026, is hereby approved.  3. 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY the 
Board of Public Works that the Con-
sent Agenda for January 15th, 2026, 
is hereby approved.  Roll was called 
on this motion and the members voted 
as follows: “YEA” Froeschl, Joy, Koop-
man.  “NAY” None.  “ABSENT”: Johan-
sen, Rieger.  Motion carried.

RECOMMENDATION TO CITY 
COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL OF THE 
PARTICIPATION OF THE CITY OF 
FALLS CITY IN THE NEBRASKA 

CITY STATION UNIT NO. 2 
SEPARATE ELECTRIC SYSTEM 

REFUNDING AND AUTHORIZING 
RELATED ACTIONS 

A motion was made by Koopman 
and seconded by Joy to approve the 
recommendation to City Council for 
participation of the City of Falls City 
in the Nebraska City Station Unit No. 
2 Separate Electric System Refunding 
as presented.   Roll was called on this 
motion and the members voted as fol-
lows: “YEA” Froeschl, Joy, Koopman.  
“NAY” None.  “ABSENT”: Johansen, 
Rieger.  Motion carried.

REVIEW OF OLSSON’S DRAFT 
COMPARISON STUDY AND 

RECOMMENDATION TO CITY 
COUNCIL FOR APPROVAL OF 
SUBSTATION SITE SELECTION

The board reviewed Olsson’s Draft 
Comparison Study for the substation 
site selection. Following discussion, 
a motion was made by Koopman and 
seconded by Froeschl to approve the 
recommendation to City Council for 
approval of the substation site selec-
tion at the cemetery site as presented.   
Roll was called on this motion and 
the members voted as follows: “YEA” 
Froeschl, Joy, Koopman.  “NAY” None.  
“ABSENT”: Johansen, Rieger.  Motion 
carried.
MEETING ADJOURNED AT 7:30 PM
I, the undersigned, City Clerk for the 

City of Falls City, Nebraska, hereby 
certify that the foregoing is a true and 
correct copy of proceedings had and 
done by the Chairperson and Board 
on January 15th, 2026, that all of the 
subjects included in the foregoing pro-
ceedings were contained in the agen-
da for the meeting, kept continually 
current and available for public inspec-
tion at the office of the City Clerk; that 
such agenda items were sufficiently 
descriptive to give the public reason-
able notice of the matters to be consid-
ered at the meeting; that such subjects 
were contained in said agenda for at 
least twenty-four hours prior to said 
meeting; that at least one copy of all 
reproducible material discussed at the 
meeting was available at the meeting 
for examination and copying by mem-
bers of the public; that the said minutes 
from which the foregoing proceedings 
have been extracted were in written 
form and available for public inspection 
within ten working days and prior to the 
next convened meeting of said body; 
that all news media requesting notifica-
tion concerning meetings of said body 
were provided advance notification of 
the time and place of said meeting and 
the subjects to be discussed at said 
meeting; and that a current copy of 
the Nebraska Open Meetings Act was 
available and accessible to members 
of the public, posted during such meet-
ing in the room in which such meeting 
was held.

City Clerk, Anthony Nussbaum
ZNEZ

VILLAGE OF VERDON MINUTES
ONE & SIX YEAR HIGHWAY AND 

STREET IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 
PUBLIC HEARING
FEBRUARY 4, 2026

7:00 P.M. - VILLAGE HALL
Chairperson Denise Koso informed 

the room at large that the Open Meet-
ings Act was posted on the wall of the 
Village Hall.
The meeting was called to order by 

Chairperson Denise Koso at 7:00 p.m.
ROLL CALL: Present were: Cody 

Bahr, Kerry Fritz, Denise Koso, Lois 
Miller, and Richard Strecker Jr. Absent: 
None. Clerk Dawn Bennett was also 
present.
GUESTS: Raven Weinmann, Michael 

Schutles, Lucas Froeschl
BUSINESS ON HAND:
1. The Trustees reviewed the One & 

Six Year Street Program as prepared 
by Street Supt. Julie Vollmer. After re-
viewing the plan and as everything was 
in order and there were no residents to 
offer comments either for or against the 
plan, the meeting was adjourned with a 
motion by Koso second by Bahr and all 
the Trustees present voting YEA.
The meeting adjourned at 7:04 p.m.

Dawn Bennett
Verdon Clerk

ZNEZ

VILLAGE OF 
VERDON



PREGNANT–Give life a chance. 
We care for you and your unborn 
child. Women’s Care Center-Lin-
coln, 1-877-908-2341. 
                              1st-eo-3rd-tf
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FOR RENT
MISCELLANEOUS

Pack Rat Storage, Units 
Available. 402-245-7236.

49-TF

AMERICAN WALNUT. Buy-
ing standing walnut timber, 25 
or more. Call 816-232-6781 in 
St. Joseph for details.         47-tf

  the falls city journal assumes no responsibility for employment opportunity, earn at home, rental, sale or other similar advertisements which are placed in our paper. 
this newspaper has neither the resources nor the time to investigate the reliability of such offers or sales

HELP WANTED         HELP WANTED         HELP WANTED        

NEBRASKA PRESS
STATEWIDE CLASSIFIEDS

WANTED

7-11

ANNOUNCEMENT
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING works! Place your 25 word ad 
into thousands of Nebraska homes for $225. Contact your lo-
cal newspaper or call 1-800-369-2850.
 
HELLO NEBRASKA! Introducing www.nepublicnotices.com, a 
new public notice website presented as a public service by all 
Nebraska newspapers. Free access, fully searchable – be-
cause democracy depends upon open government and your 
right to know.

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop Creditor Harassment, Col-
lection Calls, Repossession and Legal Actions! Speak to a 
Professional Attorney and Get the Help You NEED! Call NOW 
844-215-3629
 
AFFORDABLE PRESS Release service. Send your message 
to 155 newspapers across Nebraska for one low price! Call 
1-800-369-2850 or www.nebpress.com for more details.
 

FOR SALE – CELL PHONE
SWITCH AND save up to $250/year on your talk, text and 
data. No contract and no hidden fees. Unlimited talk and 
text with flexible data plans. Premium nationwide coverage. 
100% U.S. based customer service. For more information, call 
1-877-768-5892
 

FOR SALE - MEDICAL
PORTABLE OXYGEN Concentrator? May be covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with the com-
pact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen One. Free infor-
mation kit! Call 855-385-3580.
 

HELP WANTED
JEFFERSON COMMUNITY Health & Life, Fairbury, Neb., 
seeking full-time behavioral health therapist for growing pro-
gram. Requires mental health therapist or family and marriage 
therapist; 2 years experience; Master’s degree preferred. 
Competitive salary and benefits. Apply online at https://www.
jchealthandlife.org/careers/ For more information contact 
Sandy Bauer, HR, at 402-729-6850.
 
RADIOLOGIC TECHNOLOGIST for Jefferson Community 
Health & Life, Fairbury, Neb., inpatient and outpatient ser-
vices. On call requires 30-minute response. Competitive sal-
ary, benefits. Apply online at https://www.jchealthandlife.org/
careers/ For more information contact Sandy Bauer, HR, at 
402-729-6850.
 

HOME SERVICES
DOES YOUR basement or crawl space need some attention? 
Call Thrasher Foundation Repair! A permanent solution for 
waterproofing, failing foundations, sinking concrete and nasty 
crawl spaces. FREE Inspection & Same Day Estimate. $250 
off ANY project with code GET250. Call 1-844-958-3431
 
THE BATHROOM of your dreams in as little as 1 day. Limited 
Time Offer - $1000 off or No Payments and No Interest for 18 
months for customers who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. Many 
options available. Quality materials & professional installation. 
Senior & Military Discounts Available. Call Today! 1-855-451-
2244

 
WANTED TO BUY

WE BUY 8,000 cars a week. Sell your old, busted or junk car 
with no hoops, haggles or headaches. Sell your car to Peddle. 
Easy three step process. Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast pay-
ment. Call 1-855-910-0760

We sell & repair 
RED WING SHOES 

Marburger Shoe Store
 320 East Square, 

Humboldt, NE 68376
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CITY OF MORRILL, KANSAS
City is seeking applications for the job of 

CITY MAINTENANCE WORKER
-Competitive pay- paid vacation time - insurance 
stipend
-Paid holiday -retirement plan

For a complete list of job qualifications & for an 
application please reach out to the city office 

during business hours M-Th 9am-3pm or 
call 785-459-2231

CITY OF MORRILL, KANSAS
City is seeking applications for the job of 

CITY CLERK
-Competitive pay- paid vacation time - insurance 
stipend
-Paid holiday -retirement plan

For a complete list of job qualifications & for an 
application please reach out to the city office 

during business hours M-Th 9am-3pm or 
call 785-459-2231

FULL OR PART TIME DRIVER
If you are looking for an exciting career, Midwest Ready-Mix is looking for ready 

mix drivers.  Midwest Ready-Mix is a locally owned company, 
with plants located in Sabetha and Hiawatha.

A CDL-Class B license is required, which we can assist in obtaining, must be 18 
years of age.  We offer Health Insurance, 401k, Paid Vacation and Paid Holidays.

If you are interested in joining our Team and helping build our communities for the future, 
please contact Dennis at 785-284-2911, Gary at 785-742-3678 or stop in at either location. 

10 EAST MAIN ST., SABETHA   /  1456 230TH ST., HIAWATHA
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PEDIATRIC SPEECH THERAPIST: Part-Time hours working 24 
hours a week.  Current KS Speech Therapist License required.  
Responsible for performing speech therapy evaluations, assess-
ments, treatments and discharges to pediatric population.  Collab-
oration with Physical & Occupational Therapy required to provide 
a well-rounded a Pediatric Therapy Program.  

NURSE -DAY OR NIGHT SHIFT: Full-Time or Part-Time hours 
working 5-5 with every 3rd weekend required.  Current KS RN or 
LPN licensure required.  Responsible for total patient care within 
assigned nursing unit.  Night Shift differential RN $8.00/hr, LPN 
$5.00/hr. and Weekend differential $3.00/hr.

NIGHT NURSING ASSISTANT: Full-Time hours working 5-5 with 
every 3rd weekend required.  C.N.A. helpful but not required. Re-
sponsible for assisting patients with activities of daily living and 
providing personal care under the direct supervision of the charge 
nurse.  Night Shift differential $3.00/hr and Weekend differential 
$1.50/hr.

HOME HEALTH & HOSPICE NURSE: Part-Time or PRN hours 
available with some On-Call required.  Current KS RN licensure 
required.  Responsible for providing nursing care to individuals 
who qualify for home care.  Along with coordination of services 
among various disciplines.

SURGERY DIRECTOR: Full-Time position working 36-40 hours 
per week plus On-Call hours.  Current KS licensed nurse and ex-
perience working in a Surgery Department is required.  Responsi-
ble for overall assessment, planning, implementation and evalua-
tion of patient care in the surgery department.

SURGERY NURSE: Full-Time position working 4 days a week 
with 6-8 nights On-Call per month.  Current KS LPN or RN license 
is required.  Responsible for scrub, pre- and post-op (and circulat-
ing if RN) duties.

RADIOLOGY TECHNOLOGIST: Full-Time or Part-Time hours in-
cluding an On-Call rotation. Responsible for performing radiology 
exams as directed by practitioners to provide data for diagnosis, 
treatment and prevention of disease. Must have a Kansas LRT.

SOCIAL WORKER: Part-Time position working 2 or 3 days per 
week.  Must be a LBSW or LMSW licensed in the State of Kansas.  
Responsible for providing individuals and families with psychoso-
cial support needed to cope with a variety of health conditions.  
This would include discharge planning, assisting with financial 
assistance forms, transportation and coordination with outside 
entities. May be required to travel to patients homes periodically.

MEDICAL ASSISTANT- PHYSICIAN CLINIC: Full-Time position 
working 830-500 M-F and every 4th Saturday morning.  Primary 
duties will be phlebotomy and various diagnostic testing.  Will be 
cross trained, so must be flexible and willing to assist clinical staff 
and business office personnel as needed to ensure smooth day-
to-day operations.

DIETARY/EVS DIRECTOR: Part-time position working 32 hours a 
week.  Responsible for overseeing the Dietary, Housekeeping and 
Laundry daily operations.  This would include supervising employ-
ees, ensuring compliance with regulations and policies, maintain-
ing sanitary standards and quality control, along with understand-
ing each position and the ability to assist workers when necessary.

An excellent base salary is offered for these 
positions, which includes PTO and pension plan. If 
interested in these opportunities visit the hospital’s 
website at www.sabethahospital.com or call Julie 

HELP WANTED
IS ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS FOR THE FOLLOWING 
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Briar Carson

October 1 • 7 lbs. 1 oz.
Kade & Madison 

Bredemeier
Grandparents - Jason & Mandy

Bredemeier; Steve & Sue Gerken
Great-Grandparents - Bill & Jodi 
Bredemeier; Rick & Trish Lukert; 

Rick & Brenda Gerken; 
Genevieve Haumont

Hayes Allen

November 4 • 7 lbs. 2 oz.
Wyatt & Taylor Martin

Oak Grove, MO
Grandparents: John and Mary 
Sue Martin (Salem), Rod and 

Teresa Godemann (Oak Grove, 
MO). Great-Grandparents: Late 
Joe and Kay Godemann, Karen 
Ramsey and Shirley Frederick

Jameson Steven

February 10 
 3 lbs. 13 oz.

William & Dominique 
Lyons

Henderson, CO
Grandparents: 

Steven & Donna Lyons 
Great-Grandparents: 
Mrs. Marjorie Lyons

Kolson Kylo

June 5 • 7 lbs. 5 oz.
Justin Feighner & 

Brookelynn Patnode
Grandparents: Joe Feighner, 
Nick & Christina Eickhoff, 

Randy and Brenda Gilsdorf, 
Great-Grandparents: 

Richard and Steph McCann, 
Cheryl McCann, Sue Simpson.

Elodie JoElodie Jo

September 12 • 7 lbs. 9 oz.
Qualls & Summer 

McGinnis
Falls City, NE

Grandparents: 
Sonny McGinnis

Aspen Rose

March 14 • 9 lbs. 1 oz.
Dylan and Lisa Stoll
Grandparents: Tom and Cindy 

Kopf , Fred and Vicki Stoll 
Great Grandparents: 

Iona Hastings

Heath Andrew

August 7 • 9 lbs. 2 oz.
Andrew & Kelsey 

Johansen
Grandparents: 

Mark & Jean Hodge 
Steve & Rita Johansen

Great Grandparent: 
Carlota Hodge Emalynn Anne     

          DaleDale

August 19 • 7 lbs. 3 oz.
Jonny and Brooklynn 

Jones 
Grandparents: Brad & Jennifer 
Rutland, Lindsie & Jon Jones. 

Great Grandparents: 
David & Ellie Feltz, Gaylord 

Rutland, Rick & Janelle Jones, 
Robert & Cathy Davis.

Lainey Elizabeth 

September 2 
 8 lbs. 3 oz.

Andrew and Adrienne 
Meyer

Bennington, NE
Grandparents: 

Mark and Beth Meyer
Tammy Nelson

Karson Rae

June 25 • 8 lbs. 15oz.
Todd & Nicole Purifoy

College Station, TX
Grandparents: Sean and Angie 

Nolte, Pat French
Great grandparents: 

Benny Sickel and Barb 
Parrish-Sickel, Rose Nolte

Nevin Sean 
    PatrickPatrick

October 24 • 7 lbs. 12 oz.
Nathan Nolte and

Liz Kelly
Grandparents: Angie & Sean 

Nolte, Pat & Emily Kelly
Great-Grandparents: Benny 

Sickel & Barbara Parrish Sickel, 
Rose Nolte

Elsie Mae

July 20 • 7 lbs. 8 oz.
Ben and Courtney 

Scott
Grandparents: 

Ron and Cathy Bures
Randy and Pam Scott

The most popular baby 
names in the United 
States show both con-
tinuity and change over 
the past century, with 
some traditional names 
holding steady while 
others reflect shifting 
trends.
According to recent 

national data for 2025, 
the most common girls 
names are Olivia, Ame-
lia, Sophia, Emma and 
Isabella. For boys, the 
top names are Noah, 
Liam, Oliver, Elijah 
and Mateo. Olivia has 
remained the most pop-
ular girls name for sev-
eral years, while Liam 
and Noah continue to 
alternate as the top boys 
name depending on the 
dataset. The Social Se-
curity Administration’s 
most recent federal 
rankings also list Olivia 
and Liam at No. 1.
In 1975, popular 

names reflected a mix of 
traditional and emerg-
ing trends. The top girls 
names were Jennifer, 
Amy, Heather, Melissa 
and Angela. The most 
common boys names 
were Michael, Jason, 
Christopher, David and 
James. Many of these 
names defined a gen-
eration and remained 
widely used through the 
late 20th century.
In 1925, the most pop-

ular names were more 

The most 
popular baby 

names of 
1925, 1975 
and 2025

traditional and re-
mained consistent 
across generations. 
The top girls names 
were Mary, Doro-
thy, Betty, Helen and 
Margaret. The most 
common boys names 
were Robert, John, 
William, James and 
Charles, many of 
which stayed popu-
lar for decades.
Recent naming 

trends show a blend 

of old and new in-
fluences. Classic 
names such as Oliv-
ia, Emma, William 
and James contin-
ue to rank highly. 
Shorter, modern 
names including 
Luca, Ezra, Mila 
and Nova are in-
creasing in popular-
ity. Vintage names 
such as Eleanor, 
Hazel and Theodore 
are also making a 
comeback, while 
nature inspired 

names like Aurora, 
Luna and Willow 
continue to rise.
While some 

names, including 
William and James, 
appear across mul-
tiple decades, many 
others have shift-
ed with cultural 
trends. The com-
parison highlights 
how naming pat-
terns evolve over 
time, while still 
holding onto famil-
iar roots.


