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Falls City announces new
July 4th celebration honoring
America’s 250th anniversary

The Falls City Chamber & Main Street announces that a hot air
balloon festival will not be held this year as the organization shifts
focus toward an exciting new summer celebration. Since last fall,
the Chamber & Main Street has been actively searching for new at-
tractions to increase attendance and elevate the overall event expe-
rience for the community and visitors for the Hot Air Balloon Fes-
tival. Plans were underway to add an acrobatic plane performance
and air show; however, logistical challenges ultimately prevented
that attraction from being finalized in time for a festival this year.

Rather than scale back, The Falls City Chamber & Main Street
chose to shift focus and resources towards a new community cel-
ebration. Organizers are excited to announce a brand-new 4th of
July Celebration in partnership with the Falls City Area Jaycees
and American Legion Post 102, commemorating America’s 250th
Anniversary in 2026. This once-in-a-generation milestone pro-
vides the perfect opportunity for Falls City to come together in a
meaningful and memorable way.

(Please turn to Page 3)

Commissioners review contract
with Marvin Planning Consultants

The Richardson County Board of Commissioners met on
Wednesday, February 4, 2026, for a regularly scheduled meeting.
All Board members answered the roll call.

Highway Superintendent Steve Darveau Jr. met with the Board
and discussed road and bridge maintenance throughout the county.
Darveau presented the Commissioners with a list of surplus or ob-
solete items that will be sold through Big Iron Auctions. The list
included several vehicles, a loader, used shop doors, trailers, and
more. He also informed the Board that the county did not get ap-
proved for the bridge-match program. The program funds counties
to repair deficient bridges across the state by supplying 55% of the
construction costs, up to $500,000. The last time Richardson Coun-
ty received funding through the match program was 2022. Before
that, Richardson County received funding in 2018 and 2021.

“When this came out, it was intended to help counties take care
of smaller projects,” said Darveau. “Well, everything we have now
is now big.”

Darveau also told the Commissioners that the cost to do a mas-
tic overlay of all 10.5 miles of the “Dustless Highway” would be
around $275,000. The project would take between two and three
days.

He also presented the Board with the costs of hauling rock, bro-
ken down by whether county employees or a contractor hauled it.
The Board will review the numbers.

Sheriff Hardesty met with the Board and advised them that the

(Please turn to Page 3)

Falls City Administrator
Anthony Nussbaum to
step down Feb. 20

Falls City Administrator Anthony Nussbaum has submitted his
resignation, effective Feb. 20, citing personal and professional pri-
orities.

In a letter dated Feb. 3 and addressed to Mayor Mark Harkendorff
and members of the City Council, Nussbaum wrote, “After thought-
ful reflection, I’ve made the difficult decision to step away from my

(Please turn to Page 2)

Council approves Kirkendall
to Airport Authority

The Falls City Council convened on Monday, February 2, 2026, at
City Hall. Council members Leyden and Buckminster were absent
from the roll call.

The Southeast Nebraska Land Bank submitted the 2025 update.
The Land Bank was formed on August 7, 2023, between the Falls
City and Verdon, and has since acquired, cleaned up, and sold prop-
erties that had been abandoned by the private market.

The update showed the Land Bank currently owns seven proper-
ties, all within Falls City.

The Board voted to approve the first reading of Ordinance 2026-
100, amending the terms of office for the Council President and Act-
ing President. The ordinance states that, in even-numbered years,
the council will elect one of its own to serve as President of the
Council for two years. The council will also choose one of its mem-
bers to serve as Acting President for two years, coinciding with the
term of the Council’s President.

The Board also voted to extend the CDBG Downtown Revitaliza-
tion Agreement from May 14, 2026, through May 14, 2027. At this
time, four businesses have been awarded Community Development
Block Grant funds. Of those, two have completed renovations, one
has scheduled repairs, and the final is working to complete pre-con-
struction requirements. The sidewalk improvement portion of the
project was also noted in the packet, stating the design should be
ready for the bidding process by Spring. Initially, engineering costs
exceeded estimates, forcing the city to suspend the program. It was
announced in late November that Falls City had received approval
to amend the budget and scope of the project to permit the remain-
ing Downtown Revitalization Funds to be moved toward sidewalk
construction.

The Council voted in favor of approving Jonathan Kirkendall to
the Airport Authority with the term ending in 2029.

Councilperson Kenny Killingsworth asked the Board to consider
soliciting bids for trash service for city-owned property. After dis-
cussion, the Council agreed to bid out the trash service.

With no further items on the agenda, the meeting was adjourned.
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Jenny Dixon, owner of Close to Home Kennels and Husband, Joe
winners of the Small Business of the Year Award.
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Joan E. Stice of Brown’s Shoe Fit Co., 2025 Customer Service
Award Winner.

Chamber Banquet a time to celebrate Falls City

The Birdie Box on the upper floor of the clubhouse at the Falls
City Golf Course hosted the annual Falls City Chamber of Com-
merce and Main Street banquet on Wednesday, January 28, 2026.
The event brings the community together to celebrate the local
businesses that work hard to make Falls City what it is. Each year,
the event recognizes a small business that has gone above and be-
yond in the community and a frontline employee who exemplifies
Falls City’s work ethic. Many outstanding accomplishments were
recognized on Wednesday, underscoring that Falls City is moving

in the right direction.

Executive Director Amber Holle thanked everyone in attendance,
saying, “It’s truly special to see this room filled with people who
care deeply about Falls City —our businesses, our community, and
our future.”

Holle glowed when she mentioned the “growth.” The Executive
Director was happy to announce that 10 ribbon cuttings were held
throughout 2025, noting that each came with a story of someone
taking a chance and investing their time and money in the Falls City

(Please turn to Page 14)
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Falls City Administrator
Anthony Nussbaum to
step down Feb. 20

(Continued from Page 1)

current role and bring this chapter of my professional ca-
reer to a close.”

Nussbaum wrote that serving in public leadership had
been “an honor,” but said the demands of the position
were no longer compatible with his family and long term
goals. He wrote that the decision was made with family
wellbeing and long term sustainability in mind.

The resignation follows months of City Council discus-
sion regarding proposed wage increases for non union
city employees, including the city administrator position.
In November, the council considered multiple wage pro-
posals after confusion arose over which plan had been
approved at a Nov. 19 special meeting. That issue was
formally revisited Dec. 1, when the council voted to re-
scind the Nov. 19 action and adopt the Nov. 17 wage plan.

Under the Nov. 17 plan, the city administrator’s wage
schedule reflected lower increases than the proposal dis-
cussed earlier in November. The Dec. 1 vote finalized
wages for non union employees for fiscal years 2026
through 2028.

In his resignation letter, Nussbaum wrote that he is open
to “discussing interim contracted support, if helpful,” if
the position cannot be filled by his departure date.

Nussbaum was hired in 2022. During his tenure, he
oversaw several infrastructure projects, including the
wastewater force main replacement and the Downtown
Electric Project.

His final day with the city will be Tuesday, Feb. 20.

Walk,Don’t Run
By: Nikki McKim

I have been sick and out of the office for a week, stuck at
home for almost 10 days. People online jokingly ask, “how
much would it take for you to sit in the house for a week
without leaving?” Apparently it would only take me about
$30 worth of NyQuill, Kleenex and Orange Juice.

Those ten days were the kind of stretch where the hours lose
their shape and the days blend together. I talked to the dogs
more than anyone else and watched far more Orange County
Housewives than I care to admit. Shannon Beador haunted
my very vivid daily naps.

When I walked into the house it was a cold January after-
noon. When I came back out it was a warm February morn-
ing.

That sounds small, but it was jarring. I had been sealed off
from everything. From meetings, deadlines, ringing phones
and the steady routine of the office. Somewhere between my
bed and the next episode, this mild winter quietly let go, for
now. I realized how much I measure time by work; deadlines
and print schedules and what day the paper goes out. When
all of that is not my first thought, the world kept moving.

Being forced to slow down was......uncomfortable.

But, I noticed how quiet a weekday can be. How things
keep going. That the balls we juggle don’t all come crashing
down when we have to lie down for a bit.

Sometimes the biggest shift happens while you are standing
still.

Enjoy the weather this week and I will get back to posting
old photos on Facebook. Sorry for the hiatus!
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All things Nebraska
What’s with our obsession
with license plates?

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner

What is it about Nebras-
kans and the slab of alu-
minum we bolt onto the
back of our cars, the license
plate?

For some reason, we Corn-
huskers get emotional over
the design of the state’s
plates. There are gripes
aplenty.

“It’s too boring.” “You
can’t see the graphic.” “It
doesn’t represent our state.”
“It doesn’t inspire people to
visit or live there.”

Nebraskans’ opinions
about license plates are
almost as strong as those
about the second-string
quarterback for the Husk-
ers. Why isn’t that guy
starting?

A couple years back, a
columnist with a website
called “beautifulpublicdate.
com” counted 8,331 differ-
ent styles of license plates
across the 50 states and the
District of Columbia. Some
commemorate military ser-
vice, others sports teams
or universities, still others
special causes, like cancer
prevention or wildlife con-
servation, or occupations,
like farmer, nurse and rail-
roader.

Dolly Parton is on a plate
in Tennessee, and rocker
Alice Cooper appears on
an Arizona plate. There are
plates that celebrate bar-
bershop quartets and the
National Speleological So-
ciety, those who study and
protect caves. I looked it
up.

In Nebraska, I counted
40 different styles of “spe-
ciality” or “organizational”
plates, which, according to
that 2023 column, puts our
vertically challenged state
among the five states with
the fewest license plate
styles.

The top place for plates
back then was Maryland,
with 989 different kinds.
The biggest loser in the
plates race was Hawaii,
with only 14 styles of li-
cense plates. They must be
too busy surfing out there
to get worked up over this
issue.

In the past, then State
Sen. Ernie Chambers — the
self-proclaimed “Defend-
er of the Downtrodden” —
would trod all over efforts
to add new styles of license
plates.

“Why waste our time with
this,” the well-muscled leg-
islator would roar. “The
purpose of these plates is
for identification, not for
advertising or marketing or
awareness.” (Some do con-
fuse those video plate read-
ers used on toll roads and
by law enforcement.)

But, after a fellow sen-
ator, partly in jest, got a
bill passed to establish a
“mountain lion conser-
vation” plate, Chambers
ended up getting one him-
self. He was a defender of
mountain lions, too, and the
plates, back in 2019, gen-
erated more than $200,000
for studies of the big cats.
Fast forward to today, and
our State Legislature is on
the job and seeking to ad-
dress our poor plate perfor-
mance.

One recently introduced
bill would create a “Space
Force” plate, commemo-
rating our newest branch of
the military, another would
honor female military vet-
erans. One proposal would
establish license plates for
each of the state’s three
state museums, while an-
other would create a “Back
the Blue” plate to support

law enforcement.

Nebraska already has a
“Husker” license plate, but
Blair Sen. Ben Hansen’s
bill would produce a “Big
Red” plate, with a scarlet
background and cream-col-
ored numbers.

My favorite proposal is
from Lincoln Sen. Eliot
Bostar which would allow
two, new “Iconic Design”
plates: one black with white
numbers, the other white
with black numerals.

Full disclosure — I'm a
purchaser of the mountain
lion plate, mainly because
it’s more attractive than our
white-and-blue standard is-
sue plate, where you need
a high-powered telescope
and bright lights to make
out the artistic, State Cap-
itol-inspired  background
design.

But my favorite among
a small license plate col-
lection I have is a black
Nebraska plate from 1956
that simply says, “The Beef
State.”

Black seems to still be
beautiful. When Iowa creat-
ed a plain-Jane “blackout”
plate in 2019, it exploded
in popularity. Now, more
than 700,000 Iowans have
the black plates, according
to the Des Moines Register,
which is more than 10 times
any other specialty plate.

I don’t know about you,
but Iowa seems to have our
number when it comes to
football these days. May-
be that’s true with license

plates, too.

Paul Hammel has covered the
Nebraska state government and
the state for decades. Prior to his
retirement, he was senior contrib-
utor with the Nebraska Examiner.
He was previously with the Oma-
ha World-Herald, Lincoln Journal
Star and Omaha Sun. A native of
Ralston, Nebraska, he loves travel-
ing and writing about the state.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: SUPER BOWL THAT

ACROSS

1. Bungle

5. Cause of a trip?

8. Dao, alt. sp.

11. Between marquess and vis-
count

12. Super garb?

13. Inlet in Norway

15.Cogito _____ sum

16. Long story

17. Deprived of a limb

18. *Half-time headliner

20. Ice, dark or middle __

21. *Cindy Crawford wore
“___ Dukes” in a Super Bowl
ad

22. Flightless bird

23. *Last year’s Super Bowl
winners

26. A cheap, run-down motel
30.%“____ the fields we go”

31. Merry

34. Actor’s part

35. Expensive

37. Not him

38. Cell phone bill item

39. Civil Rights icon

40. *David Tyree’s _____ Catch
42. Letters of distress

43. What rule follower does

45. Get cozy

47. Greed, biblically-speaking
48. Grieve for the dead

50. Time period

52. *Team with most Super
Bowl appearances

55.3600 seconds, pl.

56. Casino chip

57. Salmon’s output

59.En ____, all together

60. Like Piper of Hamelin

61. Uber alternative

62. __ Robinson

63. Acronym, abbr.

64. “Come Sail Away” band

DOWN

1. Service charge

2. Songbird

3. Craving

4. Marilyn Monroe, e.g.

5. lazuli

6. Hot

7.52 cards

8. Hefty volume

9. Greek god of war
10.1,e.g.

12. Cherry red

13. Post vitriol

14. *Team with no Super
Bowl appearances

19. Looney Tunes duck

22. Architectural add-on

23. Meat of coconut

24. Roman king of Judea

25. Like certain whiskey

26. Grow crop

27.Brag

28. Algorithmic language

29. Ganders’ companions

32. Tom Jones’s “  a
Lady”

33. Rolodex abbr.

36.*____ Superdome

38. Wombs

40. Lady lobster

41. Hardened

44. Follows wash

46. Pig sounds

48. Bouncing off the walls
49. Weasel’s aquatic cousin
50. Fly like an eagle

51. Boot-wearing kitty

52. Mama Bear’s husband

53. To perfection (3 words)
54. *Justin  Timberlake’s
“___ Back,” sung in Super
Bowl show

55. Expression of doubt

58. *Steelers’ number of Su-
per Bowl trophies
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