
Joan E. Stice

The July 26, 1950, Falls City 
Journal reported that work had 
begun on remodeling a build-
ing at 1608 Stone Street. The 
address would be home to the 
new Brown’s Shoe Fit Com-
pany store. The manager of the 
new establishment, Max Bush, 
came from Centerville, Iowa, 
and stated that the new store 

After 75 years, longtime anchor tenant of 
Stone Street says goodbye to Falls City

would open in roughly a month’s 
time. At the time, Brown’s’s 
Shoe Fit Co. operated stores in 
Iowa, Nebraska, Missouri and 
Colorado. 
July of 2025 marked a sig-

nificant date for a business that 
would grace downtown Falls 
City for the next 75 years. 
The history of the Brown’s 

Shoe Fit Company dates to 
1911, when Winifred A. Brown 
began the business with a capi-
tal of just over $1,700. The first 
store was in Shenandoah, Iowa, 
but soon satellite shops in Red 
Oak and Clarinda were added. 
By the time of Brown’s death in 
1958, the company had grown to 
over 30 stores. 
Brown’s philosophy was to try 

to get stores into small towns 
along major highways that were 
the county seat. 
Flash forward three quarters 

of a century, and the longtime 
staple of Falls City was counting 
down its final days, marking the 
end of an era. 
Brown’s Shoe has been the 

place to go for school dress 
shoes, team sports shoes, and ap-
parel. However, much like many 
of our tiny town’s stores over the 
years, it was hard for Brown’s to 
compete with the ease and prices 
of online stores. 
The shoe store stayed at its 

original location at 1608 Stone 
for 52 years before moving 
across the street to its current 
location in the summer of 2002. 
According to longtime em-

ployee and store manager Joan 
E. Stice, the move meant more 
than just crossing the street. 
“We were able to carry more 
products, got more into cloth-
ing.” 
Stice said before the move, 

the store began offering prod-
ucts such as Dr. Martens jeans, 
belts and sweatshirts. The store 
already sold Nike products, but 
it expanded into Under Armour 
and offered a wider variety to 
its patrons. 
Stice said the store also sold 

many duffel bags and purses. 
Joan E. began her long jour-

ney with Brown’s Shoe Fit in 
1990 and stayed with the com-
pany until 2013. At that point, 
she moved to Great Western 
Bank, but by 2014, Brown’s 
came calling. 
“The manager was leaving, 

and they called me and asked 
me if I wanted to take over,” 
said Stice. 
Stice stated that when she be-

gan with the company, she was 
hired at $3.35 per hour, a far 
cry from the $15.00 per hour 
minimum wage that went into 
effect at the beginning of the 
year. 
She also said the most sig-

nificant change over the years 
was the advent of the computer 
system. Stice said that prior to 
the computer, staff would log 
handwritten tickets, ensuring 
the sales matched the ledger 
each night before they left the 
store. 
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James “Jim” D. Gerweck 
77, of Falls City, passed away 
Friday, January 23, 2026, 
at Falls City Nursing & Re-
habilitation Facility in Falls 
City, Nebraska. He was born 
on January 31, 1948, in Falls 
City, Nebraska to Vernon and 
Gladys (Veach) Gerweck.  Jim 
received his schooling in Falls 
City and graduated from Falls 
City High School with the 
class of 1966. He then attended 
Nebraska Vocational Technical 
School at Milford, Nebraska 
and graduated in 1968 with an 
Associate of Applied Arts De-
gree in Building Construction 
Technology.

James “Jim” 
D. Gerweck 
passes away 
in Falls City

The regular meeting of the Rich-
ardson County Board of Commis-
sioners was held Wednesday, Jan-
uary 28, 2026, at the Courthouse 
in Falls City. All Board members 
responded to the roll call. 

Sheriff Rick Hardesty met with 
the Board and reported that the 
Law Enforcement Center was 
housing 15 inmates. He also dis-
cussed spouse/family insurance 
options with the Commissioners. 
He added that his department had 
applied for body cameras through 
the Small, Rural, and Tribal Body-
Worn Camera Program. The grant 
is a 1-for-1 match for the County. 
Hardesty said that if the depart-
ment receives the grant for the 
body cameras, the old cameras 
will be assigned to the jailers. 

He also said the new Sheriff 
Department truck that was or-
dered has a build date of Febru-
ary 23 and should be shipped to 
the dealership by mid-March. He 
also stated that he has surplus ve-
hicles that will be put up for sale 
on a Big Iron Auction soon, along 
with items from the Road Depart-
ment. A pair of 2020 Ford F150s, 
a 2013 Dodge, and a 2022 Ford 
Explorer will be listed for sale. 

Sherry Huddleston of the Falls 
City Outreach Office of SENCA 
presented the Board with an up-
date on services provided by 
her office. Huddleston reported 
that from October through De-
cember 2025, 462 food pantries 
were provided to families in the 
county. Her office served 1,506 
clients and 694 households, 262 
of which were unduplicated. She 
noted that SENCA provided 65 
Thanksgiving meal kits and 65 
$25 gift cards, which helped feed 
87 adults and 67 kids. She report-
ed that the Red Kettle Campaign, 
which ran from the Saturday af-
ter Thanksgiving to December 
21, raised $2,305.21, 90% of 
which stays in Richardson Coun-
ty. Funds collected via the QR 
codes have not yet been added 
to the totals. Sixty-five families 
received gifts collected from the 
Jingle Bell Ride and the Stuff the 
Cruiser event from the Sheriff’s 
Department. 

Highway Superintendent Steve 
Darveau, Jr., met with the Board. 
Darveau discussed the possibil-
ity of stockpiling rock at Dawson 
and at the Falls City yard. 

At 10:00 a.m., Chairman 
Caverzagie presented the proof of 
publication and declared the pub-
lic hearing open for the One- and 
Six-Year 2026-2031 Highway 
Improvement Program for the 
County. One-Year plans include 
regrading ditches for 1.8 miles on 
Pony Creek Road, constructing 
a concrete headwall, rebuilding 
a road northeast of Barada, and 
working on 11 miles of overlay 
on the Dustless Highway. No 
members of the public appeared 
at the hearing to speak. The hear-
ing was declared closed at 10:12 
a.m. 

Commissioner Campbell made 
a motion to approve Resolution 

Commissioners vote 
to send settlement 

proposal to 
Road Department 

Employees

18 Ash Sunday Service, 
noon at St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church

FC Rural Fire Dept. Pan-
cake & Sausage Feed 7AM-
1PM at FC Rural Fire 
Station

By Sara Gentzler, Flatwater Free Press
A month after taking office, Gov. Jim Pillen stepped to the mic, flanked 

by lawmakers and leaders from Nebraska nonprofits, and announced an 
initiative close to his heart: State money to support mentorship programs. 
Now, three years later, that Pillen-pitched initiative has awarded $11.6 

million in taxpayer dollars — nearly 80% of the total awarded funding 
— to one nonprofit: TeamMates Mentoring. The remainder has gone to 
16 other nonprofits.
State leaders said the grant program, READ Nebraska, aimed to use 

mentorship to boost lagging reading skills among elementary school 
students. TeamMates, the nonprofit founded by Pillen’s former coach, 
Husker football legend Tom Osborne, was well-positioned to accomplish 
that goal.  

Reading Receipts: State has poured 
$12 million into Husker-tied TeamMates

(Please turn to Page 6)
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All things Nebraska
Call a 30-second timeout, before 

changing the criteria for selection to 
the Nebraska Hall of Fame

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior 
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner
Tom Osborne for the Ne-

braska Hall of Fame? Sign 
me up.
But maybe it’s worth 

spending a bit of time con-
sidering the rules for induc-
tion into the state’s most 
prestigious honor.
They aren’t very good.
First off, a person must 

have been dead for 35 years 
before they can be consid-
ered.
That always made me won-

der, will people remember 
how big a deal night-show 
host Johnny Carson, of Nor-
folk, was? He was the undis-
puted “King of Late Night” 
who regularly reminded us 
that he was from Nebraska.
Heck, the University of 

Nebraska-Lincoln (where 
he graduated, and donated 
millions) still uses his voice 
to promote the school.
But Carson, who died in 

2005, won’t be eligible to be 
in our state’s Hall of Fame 
until 2040. Who’s going to 
be around then who will 
even remember his show, 
the “Carnac the Magnifi-
cent,” or “Art Fern”?
How about Bob Devaney? 

He boosted pride in the state 
by quintillions (a billion bil-
lions) via the success of his 
football teams. 
“Go Big Red” became the 

state motto. There’s Nebras-
ka booster clubs across the 
country. And wearing Red 
on Saturdays (also when 
this Fred Hoiberg team or 
the volleyball team plays) is 
basically a Cornhusker re-
quirement.
The eligibility rules have 

changed more than once for 
the Nebraska Hall of Fame, 
which was established in 
1961 and now has 27 mem-
bers. They include Wild 
West Show figure Buffalo 
Bill Cody, World War I hero 
Gen. “Black Jack” Persh-
ing, Native American lead-
er Standing Bear and civil 
rights figure Malcolm X.
Prior to 1998, a state com-

mission was naming a new 
inductee every two years. 
That led to questions about 
whether every new inductee 
was really worthy of having 
their bronze bust displayed 
in the hallways of the State 
Capitol.
I mean, I remember going 

to Gold’s department store 
in Lincoln way back when. 
But should the founder of 
that store be in the State 
Hall of Fame? And Charles 
Bessey was a famed bot-
anist at UNL who pushed 
for creation of the nation’s 
largest, hand-planted forest 
in the Sandhills. But a Hall 
of Famer?
The changes in 1998 (fol-

lowed by more changes in 
2005) included requiring 
a person to be dead for 35 
years to become eligible for 
induction.
I remember thinking, 

“that’s way too long” when 
those rules were adopted. 
But no one was asking me 
what I thought.
So here we are today, with 

Gov. Jim Pillen – a former 
football player for Osborne 
at UNL – proposing to carve 
out an exemption in the Hall 
of Fame rules to allow a per-
son still living, who served 
as NU’s football coach and 
athletic director, who grad-
uated from Hastings High 
School and who served in 
the U.S. House of Represen-
tatives, to be inducted.
Tom Osborne is the only 

person who fits those qual-
ifications (which makes you 
wonder if Pillen’s bill vio-
lates the State Constitution’s 
prohibition on “special leg-
islation” that benefits one 

“class” of people or busi-
nesses).
Thirty-two state senators 

signed on to co-sponsor 
the proposal, introduced by 
Hastings State Sen. Don Lo-
nowski, so this is a bill that 
has legs. Many legs.
Tom Osborne is totally de-

serving, and that’s despite 
the criteria for the Hall of 
Fame that gives more cred-
it for accomplishments in 
public affairs, the arts and 
science and the professions, 
than in athletics or entertain-
ment. 
He and his wife founded 

the Teammates mentoring 
program, which I can per-
sonally attest can make a 
great difference in a kid’s 
life. 
Osborne has also been 

a consistent, moral com-
pass for our state, lobbying 
against expanded gambling 
and legalization of marijua-
na (though I never thought 
I’d see beer sold at Memori-
al Stadium in the old coach’s 
lifetime).
I’d urge senators to stop 

and think before fiddling, 
one more time, with the 
rules for getting into the Ne-
braska Hall of Fame.
That 35-year wait to get 

into the Hall is crazy. Make 
it five or 10 years if changes 
are necessary. Continue it as 
a posthumous honor. 
Instead, work on cutting 

property taxes. I wouldn’t 
worry too much about Tom 
Osborne getting into the 
state’s Hall of Fame. He 
will.

Paul Hammel has covered the 
Nebraska state government and 
the state for decades. Prior to his 
retirement, he was senior contrib-
utor with the Nebraska Examiner. 
He was previously with the Oma-
ha World-Herald, Lincoln Journal 
Star and Omaha Sun.  A native of 
Ralston, Nebraska, he loves travel-
ing and writing about the state.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: SUPER BOWL THIS

DOWN
1. Bro to bro
2. Speedy steed
3. Chuck Berry’s “____ Over 
Beethoven”
4. Rainbow color
5. *Santa Clara’s ____ Stadium, 
Super Bowl LX venue
6. Beside, archaic
7. Titanic’s frozen enemy
8. *Team with most Super Bowl 
appearances
9. Fencing weapon
10. Charitable contributions
11. Hi-____
13. Garden shelter
14. Unhealthy atmosphere
19. Little hills
22. P in m.p.g.
23. Mark Twain to Samuel Cle-
mens
24. Lively
25. Vampire of Greek mythology
26. *One of two teams to win 
while hosting Super Bowl
27. Long fishing line
28. Like haunted house
29. What the defense does?
32. High school dressy affair
33. Romanian money
36. *Super Bowl LX halftime 
show headliner (2 words)
38. Crosby, Stills, Nash & Young: 
“____ Your Children”
40. Egyptian boy king, for short
41. Long jump
44. I to Greeks, pl.
46. Rob Marshall’s 2005 movie 
“Memoirs of a ____”
48. On the wagon
49. Land parcels
50. *Shoulder pads and cleats
51. “Put a lid ____ ____!”
52. College dwelling
53. High part of day
54. Edible fat
55. Facial site
58. *Charlie Puth and Brandi 
Carlile, ____game stars

ACROSS
1.Pakistani attire
5. Research location
8. Partridge’s fruit tree
12. *Grid follower
13. *____ Upshaw, multiple Super 
Bowl winner
14. Canada’s national tree
15. Like Homer Simpson’s head
16. Allege
17. Agenda entries
18. *Adding a rushing player
20. Aphrodite’s lover
21. Not host
22. Tire meas.
23. Composure under strain
26. More distant
30. Thompson of “Some Kind of 
Wonderful”
31. Ubiquitous deciduous tree
34. Genealogical plant
35. Poetic feet
37. Dream time, acr.
38. The Romanovs, e.g.
39. Song for solo voice
40. Dishevel, as in hair
42. Clever humor
43. *SoFi ____, Super Bowl LXI 
venue
45. *Last year’s Super Bowl win-
ners
47. Web robot
48. Tesla Roadster with Starman 
location
50. a.k.a. podagra
52. *The only NFL team with per-
fect season
55. Plant-based laxative
56. Symphony member
57. “No ____ for you!”
59. No gains without them
60. Retired, abbr.
61. Field worker
62. Bohemian
63. Not Miss or Ms
64. Poker amount

It’s been a year since Nikki and Brian assumed ownership of 
the Journal, so I thought it would be a good time to say a few 
unsolicited words about their anniversary.
First on my list, is to call your attention to something most 

of us take for granted and that is the quality of the paper. I am 
a Journalism major, so I feel somewhat qualified on this mat-
ter. The Journal is not only well written, but it is put together 
in a very professional manner. Most of you probably assume 
that this is to be expected. Believe me, there are many weekly 
small town newspapers that look like they were written on 
someone’s kitchen table. 
Have you ever noticed the many state awards that this little 

paper has received over the years? Including its photogra-
phy? It is especially impressive when you realize the Journal 
is in competition with a lot of papers, many of which are pub-
lished in larger towns than Falls City.
Second, I think of the importance of this paper in our every-

day lives. We need someone to inform us about what is going 
on in our local government. It is essential in our democracy, 
that we keep an eye on those in power, no matter who they 
my be, or what party they are affiliated with. The Journal 
provides this important service to us.
Brian does an excellent job of covering local, UNL and pro-

fessional sports. He is very knowledgeable and writes in a con-
versational style that is both interesting and informative. He 
is also not afraid to call them on how he sees it. I respect that.
And, of course there are stories about community activities 

that we, as citizens, need to know about. Think how different 
it could be to participate and enjoy local events if you didn’t 
know they were even taking place. Not everyone receives a 
school newsletter. How about the hot air balloons over Falls 
City! Think about how your life would be affected if you 
were unaware of the many  city activities.
Lastly, there is the intentional value of the Journal. There is 

information about state government that some larger news-
papers do not report. There is information about health that 
can be useful. The Journal has all that covered. Brian has 
a column that reminds people of an event long past that is 
always fun to recall. For you newcomers, those of you who 
have only been here twenty years or so, this column can give 
you a fun insight as to what the town once was and how we 
have changed over the years.
And, my favorite, Nikki gives us a very entertaining look at 

her annual adventures in Hollywood. I wish she had the time 
to write more. Her column always makes my day, as I am 
sure they do many of you as well. 
Somehow I don’t feel I am doing justice to how important 

this paper is to our daily lives. Think how much you would 
miss it, if it were not available!
In the end, although the Journal ties us together as a commu-

nity, it is after all a business. It needs financial support to con-
tinue and these are tough times for newspapers large and small. 
Even in major cities papers are having a hard go of it. The in-
ternet has stolen precious revenue. And did you know that the 
greatest cost for a newspaper is the cost of newsprint? You are 
probably not aware that all newsprint comes from Canada and 
recent tariffs has raised those already sky high costs.
That is just one of many reasons that we should all support 

the Journal with our ongoing subscriptions and with adver-
tisements, including classifieds. Whenever you can please 
consider the Journal before an internet platform.
Supporting the Journal is good business, you can reach a lot 

of potential customers at a fair and economic cost. Hullman’s 
Ford is a good example. They consistently advertise in the 
Journal. Hullman’s would not do so unless they were receiv-
ing positive results.
Alex is the man to contact. You will be in good hands with 

him. He has inherited his parents enthusiasm and love of the 
Journal. He can help create your ad to fit your specific needs 
and place them in a location people are sure to notice. 
The Journal, under a different banner was first published 

in 1868. Let’s all get together as a community and support 
the Journal for another one-hundred and fifty eight years. Not 
because it is good for the fold of the Journal, but because it 
is good for us.

Scott Massin, Falls City
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After 75 years, longtime anchor tenant of 
Stone Street says goodbye to Falls City

Stice reminisced about 
the days when counter 
checks were available for 
customers to fill out to 
make purchases. “Any-
body could walk in and 
say I want to buy this and 
fill out the check.” 
There was also an 800 

number to call for ap-
proval of any credit card 
purchase exceeding $100. 
Stice commented that 

over the course of her 
years of employment, 
the most rewarding part 
of the job was getting to 

75 Years Ago, February 4, 1951 to February 10, 1951
A big “cat” with a body estimated as about three feet long was spotted northeast of Bara-

da. Wayne Ramer, an employee at the James filling station, spotted the animal on his day 
off. He estimated the cat’s tail was as long as its body. Ramer described the animal as cin-
namon-brown as it crossed the road in front of him. Wayne’s brother, Doyle, had reported 
seeing the cat months prior. 

The National Conference Board stated that unless your salary had more than doubled in 
the last 10 years, you were better off financially with the salary that was earned in 1940. 
The Board reported that higher income taxes and higher prices delivered a one-two punch. 

Bob “Gunner” Davidson, a 147-pound boxer from Morrill, was fighting in the open clas-
sification in the Golden Gloves boxing tourney in Kansas City. Gunner represented St. 
Joseph after winning the 147-pound division there. 

Joe Heineman, son of Mr. and Mrs. Roy Heineman of Verdon, was promoted to the rank 
of Sergeant at the Far East Air Materiel Command in Japan. 

The first annual Big Eight Basketball Tournament was being held at Prichard Auditorium. 
Stella, 7-5, was playing Bratton Union, 2-11, in the first contest. Next, 8-5 Verdon compet-
ed against 6-8 Salem. In the third game, 7-5 Sacred Heart played 12-0 Dawson, and in the 
final contest of the opening round, 0-12 Shubert took on 10-3 Honey Creek. 

Falls City elementary school children consumed 5,758 half-pints of milk under the Ne-
braska School Lunch Program in January. 

Estel Gene Sailors and Cecil E. Faller, both of Falls City, enlisted in the Air Force and 
were sent to Lackland Air Force Base in San Antonio. 

The Beatrice City Council passed an ordinance permitting the addition of fluorides to the 
city’s water to strengthen the teeth of Beatrice children. Beatrice became the first city in the 
state to adopt the plan, which still needed support from the State Board of Health. 

Crude oil shipped from Richardson County in January hit an all-time high, totaling ap-
proximately $367,000 for the month. 

Sixteen-year-old George Hunker, Jr., earned his Eagle Scout badge at an event held at the 
First Christian Church. 

Don W. Thomas, County Clerk, was appointed as the new manager of the Oil City The-
ater, succeeding Miss Virginia Hamm. 

A fire destroyed the Baptist Church at Hamlin, KS. It was reported to have been one of 
the oldest church buildings in Brown County. Firefighters from Morrill, Hiawatha and Falls 
City Rural Fire responded to the call. 

Clark Gable and Barbara Stanwyck starred in “To Please a Lady,” which was showing at 
the Rivoli Theater. 

Harold Keithley scored 28 points to lead Nemaha to a 47-42 win over Johnson. Kohrs led 
Johnson with 11 points. 

50 Years Ago, February 4, 1976 to February 10, 1976
John Honea, an employee of the City Water and Light Department, donated his 12th gal-

lon of blood when the Red Cross Bloodmobile stopped at Prichard Auditorium. 
E.W. Hollens, Jr., was reelected as president of the Sheriff’s Posse. Members of the Board 

of Directors of the group included Mike Chandler, Perry Whilhelm, Elwood Derr, Gene 
Hanika, Alfred Frey and Charles Stalder. 

Neil Liberty was named the Falls City High School Wrestler of the Week. Liberty won an 
18-4 decision at 126 pounds over Mike Barrett of Syracuse. 

The D-V girls were upset by Diller, 43-31, in Homesteader Conference Tourney action. 
Debbie Bausch scored 19 points, Joanie Ramsey added six, and Cindy Harmon had four 
for the Jets. 

Falls City High School students Doug Appleoff and Marc Morehead were among 200 
students from Nebraska and Iowa who participated in a theater workshop at Dana College 
in Blair. 

Charles Monasee, president of Hinky Dinky in Omaha, informed The Journal that the 
grocery stores at 1400 Harlan Street would cease operations on February 21. The store had 
been in operation in Falls City since 1939. 

Southside Inn advertised 12-packs of Blatz Beer for $2.29 and Barbecued Ribs every 
Saturday beginning at 11:00 a.m. 

Jim McFarland of Lincoln, and brother of Mrs. Kenny McKim, was promoted to lieu-
tenant in the Nebraska State Patrol. 

The Southeast Consolidated Mustangs defeated Sacred Heart 67-62 in the championship 
game of the Galaxy Conference Southern Division Tournament. Garland Shafer led South-
east with 25 points, including 11 in the final period. Bob Aitken paced the Irish with 20 
points, while Steve Pokorny added 16. 

Hotel Stephenson Coffee Shop advertised a Smorgasbord Sunday, offering barbecued 
ribs, southern-fried chicken, or roast beef dinners for $2.95. 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Gerweck announced the purchase of the Check-In Motel from Mr. 
and Mrs. Harold Strauss. The Gerwecks would take over the 14-unit motel on February 16. 
The motel was built in 1961 and 1962 and opened for business on March 11, 1963. 

A large and devastating earthquake in Guatemala City left an estimated 15,000 dead, 
40,000 injured and 200,000 homeless. 

The Seid Implement team won the Jaycees basketball league. Team members included 
Dennis Bennett, Mike Joy, David Lee, Terry Henrichs, Ed Schlicker, Todd Gilkerson, Dan 
Convey, Mark Smith and coaches Rick Jorn and Denny Bede. 

County Treasurer Gene Hulbert turned over the mortgage for North and South Schools to 
District 56 School Board President Marlin Peck. The final $6,000 owed on the two schools 
was paid out, winding up an installment payment plan that lasted 20 years. 

The Indiana Hoosier basketball team was 20-0 and ranked No. 1 in the latest Associated 
Press poll. 

25 Years Ago, February 4, 2001 to February 10, 2001
A lively discussion on goals and policies of a comprehensive plan led off the Richardson 

County Planning Commission’s meeting.
State aid increased for county schools. The Education Department released the numbers 

going to each school. FC Public was set to receive $2,748,509.72; Humboldt would get 
$836,087.18; Dawson-Verdon would receive $521,703.34; and Southeast Consolidated 
would get a $93k bump to $211,766.89.

Dani Busboom led Daniel Freeman to a 59-53 win over Sacred Heart in the Pioneer 
Conference Tournament. The win improved Freeman to 19-1, while the loss dropped SH 
to 19-1. Ashley Howard led SH with 14 points, while Katie O’Grady added 13 points and 
eight rebounds. 

A total of 111 boys and girls filled the Falls City High School gym for the Falls City Area 
Jaycees “Super Shooters’ competition. Participants qualifying for the state competition in-
cluded Trevor Harling, Trent Scheitel, Hayley Milam and Lee Hullman. 

Falls City High School musicians selected for the 22nd annual UNOmaha Honor Bands 
Festival included Tiffany Clark, Crystal Bryan, Andrew Hopp and Andrea Rolfe. 

Pam Frost was chosen as the president of the Falls City Area Chamber of Commerce, 
succeeding Brian Daake. 

Husker hero Matt Davison appeared at Falls City’s Sun Mart to meet fans and sign auto-
graphs. 

Heavy snow and drifting brought the county to a standstill. Travel was not recommended 
after the four-state area received upwards of 8 inches of snow. 

The Humboldt-Table Rock basketball team defeated the D-V boys, 96-95 in double over-
time. John Barnett led Humboldt with 20 points, while Brian Bauman had 29 for the Jets. 
Kris Glathar poured in 20 points and dished out 17 assists. A three-pointer by Mike Burget 
with 1.1 seconds remaining sealed the win for the Cardinals. 

The Irish Girls’ Junior High team defeated Southeast 41-1 in action at Tiehen Gym. Bran-
di Olberding scored 15, and Megan O’Grady had 11 to pace the Irish. 

CARD SHOWERCARD SHOWER  forfor  Ken Richey Ken Richey 
celebrating hiscelebrating his  90th birthday 90th birthday 

onon  February 15, 2026February 15, 2026
          Send cards to:          Send cards to:

           1623 Abbott Street           1623 Abbott Street
Falls City, NE 68355Falls City, NE 68355

2025-2026-25 to adopt 
the 1- & 6-Year Road 
Plan. Karas seconded the 
motion, and it passed 3-0. 

The Board also dis-
cussed terminating the 
contract with Marvin 
Planning Consultants for 
a Comprehensive Plan for 
Richardson County. The 
Commissioners are con-
sidering moving forward 
with the contract to com-
plete the Comprehensive 
Plan, but stopping short of 
implementing the zoning 
regulations at this time. 
The plan has not been up-
dated for 25 years. 

“Just so everybody 
knows, we’re not going to 
go through with the zon-
ing part of it,” said Karas. 
“We’re just going to up-
date it.” 

Commissioner Karas 
will speak with Marvin 
Planning to determine 
whether they would be in-
terested in being rehired 
to complete the zoning 
portion of the contract, 
should the Commission-
ers decide to go that route. 

The Board entered a 
closed meeting at 10:52 
a.m., with special legal 
counsel Jerry Pigsley, 
County Attorney Saman-
tha Scheitel, and County 
Clerk Mary Eickhoff, to 
discuss pending litiga-
tion and protect the pub-
lic interest. The closed 
meeting ended at 11:40 
a.m., and the meeting 
returned to the regular 
agenda. Commissioner 
Campbell moved to au-
thorize the legal counsel 
to send a settlement pro-
posal to the Road Depart-
ment union attorney and 
to have a letter signed by 
the Board and distributed 
to each Road Department 
employee, along with the 
settlement proposal, re-
garding the CIR Case No. 
1569. The motion was 
seconded by Karas and 
passed 3-0. 

The Board held its 
quarterly jail inspection 
and received notices from 
the City of Falls City re-
garding public hearings 
scheduled for February 
11, 2026, at 6:00 p.m., to 
declare two areas with-
in the City of Falls City, 
currently designated as 
blighted and substandard, 
as “extremely blighted ar-
eas.” 

Claims were paid, and 
the meeting adjourned at 
12:12 p.m. 

Commissioners 
vote to send 
settlement 
proposal to 
Road Dept. 
Employees

Ash Wednesday Service
St. Thomas Episcopal Church

   1602 Harlan Street, Falls City, NE
   (Across the street from the post office)

   February 18, 2026 • Noon
Presiding: Fr. Sid Breese

Blessed ashes will be available for the service.

Everyone is welcome to join us 
as we begin the Lenten journey

Parking available on street and in Bank parking lot

know people and their is-
sues. 
“A lot of times people 

came in just to visit,” said 
Stice. 
She also mentioned that 

Brown’s is still a “sit and 
fit” store. Meaning they 
provided personalized 
fitting, ensuring that cus-
tomers left with exactly 
what they needed. 
“That set us apart from 

others,” said Stice. “When 
you’re hiring high school 
kids, the first thing is 
now, you’re going to have 
to touch people’s feet, are 
you okay with that?” 
She laughed, saying 

there were more than a 
couple of employees who 
could not handle it. 
There were many tac-

tics that set the store apart 
from others. She said a 
rule of thumb used at the 
business was “four on the 
floor and one under the 
seat.” 
“So, you come in, and 

you want a pair of tennis 
shoes,” said Stice. “So, 
you grab four pairs of ten-
nis shoes for them to try 
on, and then you bring a 
dress shoe.” 
When asked about pop-

ular items in the store, 
Stice said that in the past, 
dress shoes were a top 
seller, but now casual and 
athletic shoes have been 
more in demand. 
“It’s kind of a differ-

ent era now,” said Stice. 
“On game days, the kids 

dressed up; they couldn’t 
wear tennis shoes, they 
had to have dress shoes.” 
She also stated that on-

line businesses offering 
discounted shoes signifi-
cantly affected the shoe 
store. 
In October of 2025, 

Brown’s began offering 
an online store, with all 
74 stores participating. 
The local store shut its 

doors forever on Satur-
day, December 20, 2025, 
bringing an end to one of 
the longest tenured busi-
nesses on Stone Street. 
Stice stated that Brown’s 

has an assistant manag-
er program that allows 
someone to “learn the 
ropes” for 3-5 years, 
proving that they can han-
dle the manager position. 
“Nobody wanted to 

move to Falls City,” said 
Stice, referring to going 
through the program. 
Joan E. and husband 

Randy won’t just sit still. 
“We have 15 grandkids, 
two great granddaughters, 
and we want to spend 
some time with them, go 
to ball games,” said Joan 
E. 
“I just want to thank ev-

erybody for everything,” 
said Stice. “For friend-
ships, their kindness; I’m 
going to miss the people. 
The customers have been 
wonderful, just phenome-
nal, and I will miss every-
body.” 


