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Council chooses substation
site for Energy Forward
Transmission Project

The Falls City Council met on Tuesday, January 20, 2026, with
council member Leyden and Mayor Harkendorff absent. Joe Buck-
minster presided as acting mayor.

In old business, Bing Bindrum addressed the Board, requesting
that they revisit an application for restricted parking in the 900
Block of Morton Street. The Council had previously approved
parking restrictions in the described area on November 3, 2025.
After hearing from nearby neighbors, the Council agreed to revoke
the parking restrictions at the December 1, 2025, meeting. Bin-
drum modified his request from the original to just 25 feet across
from the driveway that houses his trailer. Bindrum made his initial
request at the September 15, 2025, City Council meeting.

The Council voted 6-1 in favor of the 25-foot parking ban, with
Councilperson Kaster voting nay.

A public hearing was held to consider approving chicken permit
applications for 523 Wilson St., 901 E 21st St., 804 E. 17th St.,
1802 Huber Rd., 1402 Morton St., 2414 Fulton St. and 701 E. 14th
St. The hearing opened at 6:13 and closed at 6:15.

The Council then unanimously approved the submission of the
applications for the above-mentioned sites.

A public hearing was held regarding a livestock permit appli-
cation at 2414 Fulton Street for Brian and Jessie Lemerond. The
Lemerond’s requested the approval for two goats and two mini
donkeys. The hearing opened at 6:21 and closed at 6:23. The mo-
tion then passed 7-0.

A public hearing was held on an amendment to the City of Falls
City’s redevelopment plan, which would include the Fairview
Mills Redevelopment Project. The public hearing was to discuss
the use of Tax Increment Financing (TIF) for the project. TIF is
a redevelopment tool authorized under Nebraska law to encour-
age private investment in properties that would not be redeveloped
without assistance.

Duane Anderson, an employee of J-Six Enterprises, addressed
the Board. Anderson told the members that the project would be a
“dry pet food ingredient facility.”

Anderson continued, “The building, once we get done, will look
quite a bit different.”

He said the facility will likely see around 20 trucks coming and
going every day, while employing between eight and ten people.

The Community Redevelopment Authority (CRA) recommended
approval of an amendment to the redevelopment plan to include the
Fairview Mills project. The Planning Commissioner also recom-
mended the approval of the project.

According to City Administrator Anthony Nussbaum, “One thing
to understand as council is, TIF is a financing tool for redevelop-
ment. It is not a tax subsidy. It is a tax shift.”

Nussbaum stated that the increase in valuations and the base val-
uations or assessed values would not be in place with tax increment
financing.

He continued, saying that the project is valued at $555,000 and
that the company is planning major improvements to the area,
bringing the estimated valuation of the grounds to $4 million.

“So, there’s a tax increment capture there of about a little over
$3.4 million based on a levy rate of 1.8,” said Nussbaum.

The Board voted 7-0 to approve the amendment.

The Council voted to extend the council president and acting
president to two-year terms, rather than the current one-year cycle.

The Board also elected Derrick Leyden as Council President and
Joe Buckminster as Acting President.

(Please turn to Page 3)
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Assistant County Veterans Service Officer James Kirkendall accepts
a check from Shubert American Legion Auxiliary Unit 222 Treasurer
Judy Schlosser. Five hundred and forty dollars was donated to the Rich-
ardson County Veterans Aid Fund. This donation represents 100% of
the proceeds from the Annual Tour of Homes sponsored by the Shubert
ALA Unit 222. The fund is used to help Veterans and their dependents
in time of need. The Shubert ALA is proud to stand along side Richard-
son County Veterans.
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Zoning regulation discussed
at Board meeting

The Richardson County
Board of Commissioners con-
vened on Wednesday, January
21, 2026, with all members
present.

EDGE Director Lucas Froe-
schl provided the Board with
a quarterly report, updating the
Commissioners on numerous
EDGE-related projects.

Highway Superintendent
Steve Darveau, Jr., provided
the Board with an update on
road and bridge maintenance
underway  throughout the
county. Darveau told the Board
that his department would re-
place bridge planks on cold
mornings and haul rock in the
afternoons. He also advised the
Board of a meeting on Tuesday,
January 27, 2026, in Nebraska
City with Whetrock Quarries.
He invited the Commission-
ers to attend. The meeting will
include representatives from
Otoe, Nemaha, and Johnson
Counties to discuss available
products.

The Superintendent present-
ed pictures to the Commission-
ers and provided information
on cables and gates attached to
bridges in the county to prevent
livestock from crossing under
bridges onto neighboring prop-
erties. Darveau reminded the
Board that any structures, such
as gates or cables, must be on
the property owner’s side of
the right-of-way and not at-
tached in any way to bridges
or county-owned structures.
Darveau said the issue is wide-
spread throughout the county.

Emergency Management Direc-
tor Brian Kirkendall briefed the
Board on information his office
had received about a project at
Indian Cave. The Nebraska Game
and Parks had begun replac-
ing a boat ramp located within a
floodway. The Game and Parks
obtained a no-rise certificate and
commissioned an engineering
study. The area in question is
within Richardson County. The
county was not notified of the re-
placement. The Game and Parks
completed a floodplain permit on
Tuesday, January 20, 2026.

The Board also discussed the
National Flood Insurance Pro-
gram and whether the County
could withdraw from it. County
Attorney Samantha Scheitel ad-
vised the Board to schedule a date
and time to receive public com-
ments on the withdrawal from the
insurance program.

Commissioner Campbell ad-
dressed an email from Donny
Christensen of NEMA (Nebraska
Emergency Management Agen-
cy), which stated that participa-
tion in the flood insurance pro-
gram was voluntary and applied
only to floods.

“That it has no bearing whatso-
ever on any other type of disaster
payments other than flood insur-
ance,” said Kirkendall.

The withdrawal would affect
anyone in the county outside
of cities and villages. The only
floodways in the county are along
the Missouri River. However, oth-
er floodplains exist in the county.

“We don’t know who it affects,

(Please turn to Page p)

Humboldt Council
approves chicken
ordinance,

fund transfers

The Humboldt City Coun-
cil approved multiple routine
items and took action on ordi-
nances, financial transfers and
board appointments during its
regular meeting Jan. 20 at City
Hall.

Council approved minutes
from the Jan. 6 regular meeting
and the Jan. 14 special meeting
following roll call votes.

Claims were approved with-
out discussion.

The public works report in-
cluded updates on water shut-
offs, installation of new wa-
ter sampling stations, a fire
hydrant installation on Long
Branch Road, a water meter
replacement on Edwards Street
and repairs at the wastewater
treatment plant. Completion of
new concrete work on Grand
Avenue was also reported.

The annual library report was
presented. Circulation and li-
brary card numbers were re-
ported as increased, while ma-
terial expenditures were down
due to budget constraints. A
new craft and social group was
announced to begin in Febru-
ary.

Council approved the removal

(Please turn to Page 6)
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Former Richardson
Co. Veterans
Service Officer,
Mona Godemann

passes away

Mona Kay Godemann, 68, of
Dawson, Nebraska, was born on
April 19, 1957, in Hastings, Ne-
braska, and was called to her eter-
nal home on January 19, 2026, in
Falls City, NE surrounded by her
family.

Mona was born to Samuel Lee
and Johanna Augusta (Schmitt)
Hursh. She was baptized in Grand
Island, NE, and later confirmed
on November 13, 1983, at St.

(Continued on Page 9)
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With the college football season wrapped up, I decided it
was time to revisit the past season and look forward to seeing
what the future may hold for not only Husker football but col-
lege football as a whole. Before digging in too deep, I would
like to congratulate the Indiana Hoosiers for winning the na-
tional championship over the Miami Hurricanes last Monday
night. Raise your hands if you picked Indiana as the national
champ before the season began; I'm guessing not many of you
made that bold prediction.

The title was the third in three years for a Big Ten school,
and, interestingly enough, all three came from different
schools. Before that, the SEC had won six of the previous eight
titles (Alabama 3, Georgia 2, LSU 1) with Clemson (ACC)
winning the other two.

Has the Big Ten caught the SEC? Has it passed the SEC?
Michigan won the championship in 2023, followed by Ohio
St. in 2024 and, of course, Indiana this season. Are Big Ten
coaches recruiting better, or has NIL evened the playing field
in college football when it comes to snagging athletes from the
South?

Let’s debate NIL (Name, Image and Likeness). This mess
began years ago because college athletes grew tired of uni-
versities making money off their jersey sales and video games
using their likenesses without restitution.

Former Husker quarterback Sam Keller inadvertently set the
NIL mess in motion way back in 2009, when he filed a lawsuit
against EA Sports and the NCAA for using his likeness in the
video game without compensation.

Flash forward to the college landscape of today. Big Univer-
sities with big budgets are more likely to attract the top-rated
players. Now, Indiana has proven it doesn’t always take the
highest-rated athletes to be successful, but it sure doesn’t hurt.

Different sites show different amounts, but estimates indi-
cate schools spending upwards of $34 million on rosters next
season. It should come as no surprise to see a school such as
Texas A&M leading the SEC at an estimated $34 million. Ohio
State reportedly leads the Big Ten at $33.5 million, while Tex-
as Tech leads the Big 12 at an estimated $28 million. These
kids are no longer kids; they are professional athletes.

Are these figures accurate? No one can say for sure, as
schools are not required to disclose NIL deals. However, where
there is smoke, there is usually fire, so it’s probably safe to say
these numbers aren’t far off.

While I'm talking numbers, let’s address the transfer portal
and the number of athletes that entered it this period. This year,
the transfer portal operated on a 15-day cycle from January 2
to January 16. Over 3,700 D-1 college football players entered
their names into the portal on the first day, and by the time the
period had ended, over 4,500 student/athletes had dipped their
toes into the portal. An astronomical 31% of those who entered
the portal did so for the second or third time. There are roughly
14,300 players in the FBS (Football Bowl Subdivision), the
highest level of college football. The numbers show that basi-
cally 1/3 of those kids/men entered the portal this year.

There is no such thing as loyalty or earning your spot on the
field; if you don’t like where you are, put your name in the hat
and see how much interest you can draw. If nothing else, it
seems like a good way to make the school that you're already
playing for pay more for your services.

Much will be said and debated over the following months
regarding Coach Rhule and the Husker football program. Did
they spend enough money? Did they spend too much? Did
they spend it on the right positions/players?

Of course, no crystal ball exists to give us those answers
now, but eight months down the road, as the season kicks off,
we should have a clear picture of whether the right decisions
were made in the offseason. Fingers crossed. Go Big Red.
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All things Nebraska
No-bid contract sought by
Pillen for an acquaintance

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner

It’s one thing to try and
cut out shenanigans in state
government and another if
you’re part of it.

Gov. Jim Pillen’s recent
“State of the State” address
laid out plenty of goals to
cut out funny business in
state government, from
ending frivolous lawsuits
to reversing tax breaks for
special interests.

But not mentioned was a
sizable, no-bid contract the
governor approved in 2024
for a lobbyist he was well
acquainted with, via over-
seas trade missions and
events in Nebraska.

State Auditor Mike Fo-
ley — who seemingly isn’t
afraid to call out anyone or
anything — rapped Pillen
for seeking an emergen-
cy, no-bid contract of $2.5
million for the lobbyist
via her firm, Global Sus-
tainability Developers, “a
company handpicked rath-
er than selected through a
‘time-honored’ and legally
required open, competitive
process.”

Issuing state contracts via
competitive bids is a “bed-
rock, foundational tenet of
government  operation,”
the auditor said.

“When you sidestep a
foundational tenet, it’s just
waving a red flag for any
public auditor,” Foley told
the Nebraska Examiner. “It
just smacks of favoritism.”

(My guess is that Foley
isn’t going to be invited to
any governor steak fry any
time soon.)

When issuing an “emer-
gency” contract without
seeking competitive bids, a
state agency, or in this case,
the governor’s office, has
to justify what emergency
necessitates  contracting
for services without seek-
ing bids — something that
didn’t happen in this case.

Pillen has denied that
there was any favoritism
shown in the $2.5 million
contract issued in May
2024 with the company,
owned by lobbyist Julie
Bushell, the firm’s lone
employee.

The contract called on
Bushell to seek out more
federal funds to help de-
velop the bioeconomy in
Nebraska, and to get more
businesses in that arena to
open in the state.

The administration says
that the justification por-
tion of the emergency con-
tract was left blank by mis-
take. It now says that going
through the normal process
of seeking bids would have
taken too long, and would
have meant that the state
lost out on some federal
dollars during the last few
months of the Biden Ad-
ministration.

A spokeswoman for Pil-
len said that Bushell’s ef-
forts helped Nebraska ob-
tain $550 million in federal
grant pledges (of which
$200 million, the Exam-
iner reported, has not yet
arrived).

A Phelps County official
also said that her help was
vital in obtaining a pledge
to build a $5.5 billion fa-
cility there to convert corn-
stalks into biofuel.

Foley questioned whether
the Phelps County project
will ever happen, given the
track record of the com-
pany involved, and stated
that other states obtained
similar amounts of feder-
al funds as Nebraska did,

without paying a consul-
tant.

The Examiner reported
that the $2.5 million deal
was the largest no-bid con-
tract by far issued through
the State Department of
Economic Development in
recent years.

The auditor said there ap-
peared to be plenty of time
to award such a contract,
rather than proceed as a no-
bid, emergency affair. But
Pillen officials disputed
that, saying it would have
delayed the work by more
than three months past the
May 2024 award to Bush-
ell.

Now, there are emergen-
cies and there are “emer-
gencies.”

The COVID-19 pandem-
ic, for instance, was a real
emergency, and it prompt-
ed then Gov. Ricketts to
give a $27-million, no-bid
contract to a Utah firm to
quickly set up testing sta-
tions for the virus. The
contract drew criticism,
but the contractor, Nomi
Health, mostly delivered
on what was promised in
what was a hectic time in
state history.

Also, in government there
are laws, there are rules
and there are appearances.
Foley says Pillen and his
people violated the law, by
not justifying the “emer-
gency.”

One thing’s for sure, the
appearance was not good.

Paul Hammel has covered the
Nebraska state government and
the state for decades. Prior to his
retirement, he was senior contrib-
utor with the Nebraska Examiner.
He was previously with the Oma-
ha World-Herald, Lincoln Journal
Star and Omaha Sun. A native of
Ralston, Nebraska, he loves travel-
ing and writing about the state.

paulfelsubstack.com

www.paulfelcartoons.com
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1. Pinch to save

6. Brownie

9. Lady, in Madrid

13. Proprietor

14. Romanian money

15. Iragi money

16. Coffee shop order

17. *Before 1998 only they played
Olympic hockey

18. Spring to mind” or “Spring into
action,” e.g.

19. *Most decorated country in
Winter Olympics

21.%*_ of Hamill Camel fame
23. *How Olympic Athletes from
Russia were designated in 2018,
acr.

24. Assistant

25._ of war

28. Sushi wrapped in nori

30. Oblong cream puff

35. Singles

37.Manure, e.g.

39. Soil for cultivation
40.BonJovi hit “Havea _____ day”
41. “Encore!”

43.Don’t go

44. Bumpkin

46. Poet Pound’s first name
47.Rodeo Drive tree

48. Sense of alienation and isola-
tion

50. Similar

52. Toast option

53. *Misha, 1980 Russian Olym-
pics Mascot was one

55. Samuel Butler: “Spare the ____
and spoil the child”

57.%____ Shiffrin, most decorated
U.S. alpine skier

61. *Overall Olympic curling med-
al leader

64. Bikini _____ in the Marshall Is-
lands

65. Zodiac sign

67. Pasture

69. Boundary lines

70. Government Printing Office
71.Rocky ridge

72. Singer Tori

73. Farm layer

74. #1964 and 1976 mountainous
Olympic location

DOWN

1.Honda CR-X del _____

2. *Michelle ____, most decorat-
ed U.S. figure skater

3. Enthusiastic about

4. Part of MGM

5. From the 1930s, e.g.

6. Abounding with certain trees
7.Bruce ___ of karate fame

8. Fundus, pl.

9. Aeneas’ lover

10.“Don’tbet _  I”

11. Lye formula

12. Ain “M*A*S*H”

15. Do like Tarantino

20. Pleasant smell
22.Schiller’s“____ toJoy”
24.Real __ of Seville

25. *Margot Robbie’s “olympic”
role (2017)

26. “For better or worse”?

27. GEICO’s mascot

29. *Olympic toboggan

31. Speech defect

32. Place for worship

33. *2026 Winter Olympics lo-
cation

34. Mother Goose creation

36. Give an impression

38. Michael Douglas’ dad

42. Nigerian money

45. Slanderous statements

49. Snake-like fish

51. Dairy choice

54. Frustration, in a comic book
56. Grocery store section
57.Cass Elliot,ak.a. _ Cass
58. Big-ticket _____

59. Japanese zither

60. Saloon selections

61. Colloquial “Follow me!”
62. Widely hunted ruminant

63. Kind of sax

66. King Kong or Donkey Kong,
e.g.

68. Penn.’s neighbor
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75 Years Ago, January 28, 1951 to February 3, 1951

Five Richardson County men, Ivan J. Newsman, Ralph H. Bauman, Joe H. Gode-
mann, Roy W. Schawang, and George C. Peck, departed for Omaha to be inducted into
the Army.

The worst cold wave in years hit the country, with West Yellowstone, Montana, drop-
ping to a low of negative 52.

Keeping up with a trend that began with the advent of the machine age, the number of
farming units in Richardson County dropped by roughly 5% over the prior 5 years. The
1945 census showed 1,744 farms in the county. In 1950, the 350,000 acres of farmland
were split into 1,674 units, averaging 215 acres each.

Elizabeth Taylor wept in the courtroom, saying, “He used abusive language, and he
said he just wished I wasn’t there,” regarding a divorce request from Nick Hilton. The
pair had been wed for just 205 days.

A proposal to merge about 12 neighboring school districts with the Stella School Dis-
trict was discussed by a Nemaha and Richardson County Committee for the Reorgani-
zation and Consolidation of School Districts.

A second oil well drilled on the Philip Schulenberg farm was as good or better than
the first well. The No. 1-A well had been pumping for several weeks and was producing
between 300 and 400 barrels of oil per day.

Miss Lila Vice of Shubert was teaching her first school in Dist. No 94 near Preston.
Miss Vice was a graduate of Shubert High School and took college classes at Peru State
College. Eight were enrolled in the school, including Dwight Bletscher, Richard Mal-
colm, Doris Jean Schulenberg, Glenda Metzner, Joan Schulenberg, Clinton Bletscher,
Donna Schulenberg and Charles Malcolm.

Another top-named band was coming to Falls City thanks to the Elks Club. It was
announced that a contract had been signed to bring Lawrence Welk and his orchestra to
FC for one night.

Coach Jug Brown’s Irish team defeated Dwight Assumption 39-35 for the champion-
ship of the Class D Division of the Hastings Diocesan tourney. Lawrence Harpenau led
SH with 15, while John Knobbe added 10.

The Falls City fire department reported making 12 runs in January, an unusually large
number of calls for a one-month period.

More than 2,500 seedling trees had been ordered for windbreak and wood-lot planting
under the Clark-McNary Act, according to County Agent Tom Aitken.

The Honey Creek basketball team defeated Salem 38-26. Paul Bernhard led Honey
Creek with 11 points, while Ron Wagner added 10. Joe Wintz led Salem with nine. The
referees were Lanthan Camblin and Roger Hansen.

50 Years Ago, January 28, 1976 to February 3, 1976

Vern Ketter was named administrator at Sunny Court Home for Senior Citizens. Sun-
ny Court was located at 1010 East 21st Street and supplied 61 beds.

Ed Kirkendall and Dwight Thompson were named the Falls City High School Wres-
tlers of the Week. Both were earned championships at the Twin Rivers Conference Meet.

The Southeast Consolidated Mustangs won their ninth straight game, beating Dawson-

Verdon 81-58. Randy Pryor, Jerry Anderson and Greg Morris all scored 16 points for
SE, while Charlie Fiegener had 25 to lead the Jets.

Sunny Fabrics at 825 Main St. in Sabetha advertised Bernina Sewing Machines for
sale.

Tim Wilson made his first appearance in the Class B wrestling ratings. Wilson ap-
peared at fourth at 138 pounds.

A 100-year tradition went down the drain when the Lyons City Council narrowly ap-
proved the city’s first downtown liquor license. After a two-and-a-half-hour discussion,
attended by 400 people, the council voted 2-1 to grant the license to Lyons Lanes Bowl-
ing Alley.

The 4-H Council met in the County Commissioners ‘* Room at the Courthouse and
named Duane Merz as President. Charles Stanley of Stella was named vice president,
and Mrs. Ed Hogue of Dawon was named secretary.

The legislature’s Constitutional Revision Committee voted to approve a bill which
would allow the State Historical Society to purchase Courthouse and Jailhouse rocks
south of Bridgeport.

Mike Dunn, the son of Mrs. Dale Dunn, was among the Kearney State College stu-
dents included on the dean’s honor roll for the first semester.

Guy Cooper, chairman of the board of The O.A. Cooper Co., congratulated Chuck
Hunzeker, plant manager, on the mill’s contribution to Cooper’s best production year.
If all the Cooper feed produced and delivered in 1975 had been loaded in standard box-
cars, it would have made up a train 75 miles long.

A June wedding was being planned for Miss Rita Susan Bachman and Stephen Keith
Johansen. Miss Bachman was a computer operator at Richardson County Bank, and her
fiancée was a lineman for the Burlington Northern Railroad.

The Journal Jaycees Basketball team defeated James Oil 40-31. Craig Stevens led the
winners with 16 points, while Rick Wolstenholm paced James Oil with 21.

The City Council discussed moving the fire station from 18th and Harlan St. to City
Hall at 18th and Towle.

Marlen R. Luff, 2601 Abbott, announced his candidacy for a position on the local
Board of Education. Luff stated his belief that every citizen had an obligation to be-
come involved.

Russ Colgen was named the new manager of the Gambles store. Mr. Colgen had been
with the store for 41 years.

Debbie A. Randall was named the Sacred Heart High School 1976 Betty Crocker
Family Leader of Tomorrow.

25 Years Ago, January 28,2001 to February 3,2001

Mrs. Luella Weddel was named the Business and Professional Women’s “Woman of
the Year” at the Jaycees DSA Banquet. Norma Thompson won the Outstanding Edu-
cator Award; Steve Goldsberry was the winner of the Robert J. Chab award; Randy
Gottula was named Boss of the Year; Ken Kunce won the Outstanding Community
Leader Award; Ann Severin won the Distinguished Service Award, and Ed Harris won
the Good Neighbor Award.

Hugh O’Brian award winners included Amanda Andreesen, Swalpa Udit, Allison
Weaver, Tanya Hinrichsen and Linsey George.

Southeast Consolidated seventh grader Brett Hutton won the school competition of the
National Geography Bee.

The Sacred Heart Speech Team tied for fifth place out of 13 teams that competed in
the MUDECAS Speech Contest in Beatrice. Angie Smith placed third with a persuasive
speech on “Cell Phones in Vehicles,” and Trisha Mullins placed third in serious prose
with her interpretation of “Macbeth.”

The Irish boys defeated Southeast 77-44 in action at Prichard Auditorium. Shelby Jor-
dan led the Irish with 26 points, while Troy Taft added 17 and Lucas Froeschel had 12.
Brent Shubert led the Mustangs with 19 points and eight rebounds, while Blaine Brown
and Kurt Lockard each scored eight.

Brooke Harring pulled off the rare triple double with 13 points, 12 rebounds and 11
steals as Dawson-Verdon defeated Elwood 42-23.

Peru St. fell to 6-15 for the season and lost sophomore guard Brian Lemerond for the
season. Lemerond broke his foot during practice and would miss the remainder of the
year. DV standout Erick Martinez led the Bobcats with four assists in a 62-33 loss to
Bellevue University.

The Falls City wrestling team scored 137 points to win the Raymond Central Invite. In
the win, FC lost 119-pound and fifth-ranked Anders Erickson, who broke his leg during
warmups.

Sacred Heart basketball Coach Doug Goltz earned his 300th win against just 51 losses

Council chooses substation
site for Energy Forward
Transmission Project

(Continued from Page 1)

EDGE Director Lucas
Froeschl presented the
quarter report to the Coun-
cil. Froeschl acknowl-
edged the TIF project for
J-Six and also stated that
a couple of projects in the
North Commercial Corri-
dor are in the works and
will request TIF.

He stated that Omni
Tech, a consulting firm,
was hired to develop a
new strategic plan. The
firm specializes in bioeco-
nomy projects.

He advised the Board
that infrastructure has
been installed at Champi-
ons Crossing, with four of
six lots at Morehead Court
already sold. Once a lot is
sold, the buyer has three
years to break ground
and one more to finish the
project.

Froeschl also advised
the Council that the EDGE
Board voted to approve
naming a second coun-
cil member to the EDGE
Board, if the Council
chooses to do so.

After a discussion, the
Council voted to approve
the second seat on the
Board, approving Ley-
den and Sara Ruiz to the
EDGE Board.

The Council authorized
the participation in the
NC2 (Nebraska City 2)
Separate Electric System
Refunding as recommend-
ed by the Board of Public
Works. Falls City has a .83
percent ownership of the
coal-fired plant in Nebras-
ka City.

The Council reviewed
and selected the primary
location of the new elec-
tric substation for the En-
ergy Forward Transmis-
sion Improvement Project.
After reviewing potential
locations with Olsson, the
project was narrowed to
two sites. The first site is
the former Falls City Cem-
etery located on West 14th,
and the second is the for-
mer Saddle Club area. The
cemetery site encompasses
10 acres and is owned by
the city of Falls City. The
site provides the best flex-
ibility and accessibility for
transmission  connection
compared to the Saddle
Club. The Saddle Club
would provide 4.75 acres
and is owned by Falls City
Recreation. The Saddle
Club offers the best route
for connecting to the exist-
ing PDC (Power Distribu-
tion Center), however, the
ease of the cemetery site
proved more beneficial.
Falls City Rec originally
obtained the Saddle Club
site to add another ball
field. They agreed to do-
nate the property to the city,
with the caveat that the city
would build an additional
field, likely at Legion Park.
Estimated costs to build a

Would you like to spend a few hours a
week at the hospital helping other people?
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new ball field range from
$380,000 to $500,000.

The cemetery site has a
variable cost of $354,000 to
$805,000, while the Saddle
Club’s range is $563,000
to $683,000. Olsson states
it is common for substa-
tions to be built just on the
outskirts of town, provid-
ing more flexibility for use
and maintenance. Olsson
also recommends burying
the lines to connect to the
PDC at the Power Plant
rather than overhead lines.

After a discussion, the
Council voted 7-0 to ap-
prove the former Falls
City Cemetery site on
West 14th Street.

The final agenda item
was a request by resident
Lucas Froeschl to up-
date the historical mark-
er plaque at the Aquatic
Park. Froeschl cited the
desire to ensure accuracy
on the marker.

“There’s two pieces of
info on that sign that ha-
ven’t been totally ver-
ifiable,” said Froeschl.
Froeschl stated that David
Kentopp alerted him that
the original settlers had
not been verified as com-
ing from Maryland, and
that the timeline of the
flood that forced residents
to relocate has also not
been verified. The Council
voted to approve chang-
es to the sign to improve
accuracy at no cost to the
citizens of Falls City.

The meeting was ad-
journed at 7:16 p.m.

Primary election
candidate filings

Several more candidates
have filed paperwork with
the Richardson County
Clerk to appear on the
ballot for the May 12 pri-
mary election, according
to official filing docu-
ments.

In Humboldt, Richard
Davis filed as a nonpar-
tisan candidate for Hum-
boldt City Council Ward
2. The filing indicates a
four year term.

Richard L. Hardesty
Jr. filed as a Republican
candidate for Richardson
County sheriff. The filing
lists a four year term.

Two candidates filed for
seats on the Airport Au-
thority Board.

Brandon J. Keithley
filed as a nonpartisan can-
didate for a six year term.
His filing indicates he is
an incumbent.

David H. Mullins also
filed as a nonpartisan
candidate for the Airport
Authority Board for a six
year term and is listed as
an incumbent.

Shawn M. Fouraker filed
as a Republican candidate
for Richardson County
commissioner in District
1. The filing lists a four
year term and indicates
incumbent status.

In Falls City, Mark S.
Harkendorff filed as a
nonpartisan candidate for
mayor. The filing lists a
four year term and indi-
cates incumbent status.

The primary election is
scheduled for May 12.
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Qualifications: Happy, friendly, positive-minded, able to assist patients &

visitors.

Please contact Linda Santo at CMC, Ph. 402-245-6704 if interested.
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