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CoMMUNITY
EVENTS

ADVERTISED IN THIS WEEKS PAPER

January
23

37th Annual Midland
Empire Farm, Home &
Rural Lifestyle Show

at St. Joe Civic Arena:
10AM-8PM

37th Annual Midland
Empire Farm, Home &
Rural Lifestyle Show

at St. Joe Civic Arena:
9AM-4PM

Polka Party at ZCBJ
CZECH Hall. Potluck at
noon. Free dance 1-4PM

24

25

Catholic Schools Week
begins

Mark Joy Retirement
Open House at State
Bank of Table Rock in
Humboldt, SAM-4PM

30

St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church 20th & Towle,
Soup Supper 5-7PM

31

February

7 Shubert Christian
Church Pancake Feed
5:00 PM
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Investors of the year, Community Kids Center

Wall of Fame inductees, Randy and Lori Gottula

EDGE honors investors, inducts Gottulas into Wall of Fame at banquet

Lucas Froeschl of Falls City (EDGE) Economic Development and
Growth Enterprise recognized community investment, economic
progress and lifelong service during its 2025 Annual Banquet and
Business Meeting held last Wednesday, Jan. 14, at the Falls City
Elks Lodge.

The annual banquet gives EDGE an opportunity to report to inves-
tors and the public on development activity, infrastructure planning
and workforce initiatives underway in Falls City and Richardson
County. The evening also recognizes individuals and organizations
whose contributions support long-term economic growth.

During the banquet, EDGE named Community Kids Center as its
2025 Investor of the Year and inducted Randy and Lori Gottula into
the EDGE Wall of Fame.

Community Kids Center was honored as Investor of the Year for
its role in addressing workforce challenges through access to reli-
able child care. The center is owned by Community Medical Center
and managed by Josie Morehead.

Froeschl said the center addresses one of the most pressing work-
force challenges facing healthcare and families today. The center
provides dependable care that aligns with demanding schedules for
working parents. He said one of the center’s greatest strengths is its
exceptional staff retention, an achievement credited to supportive
leadership by Jina Santo, competitive wages and strong employee
benefits.

Licensed for 55 children, Community Kids Center currently
serves 38 full time children, eight part time drop ins and operates
a fully enrolled infant room with capacity for 12 children. Most
placements are used by Community Medical Center employees as
a workplace benefit, with additional spaces available to the com-

munity when possible.

Community Medical Center Administrator Ryan Larsen spoke
about the role of local leadership and investment.

“I look around the room, there are many in communities who
wait. Why isn’t somebody doing this? Why isn’t somebody doing
(Please turn to Page 3)
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Board of Commissioners Reorganize

The Richardson County Board of Commissioners met on Wednes-
day for a regularly scheduled meeting. After a lengthy discussion,
John Caverzagie was re-elected as Chairman, and Rick Karas was
named Vice Chairman. The Board also approved the duties of each
district commissioner.

The Commissioners met with Highway Superintendent Steve
Darveau Jr. to discuss road and bridge maintenance. Darveau ad-
vised the Board that his crew was hauling and blading when pos-
sible.

Commissioner Caverzagie made a motion to enter a closed meet-
ing with the Highway Superintendent to discuss personnel mat-
ters and for the prevention of needless injury to the reputation of
an individual. Karas seconded the motion, and the closed meeting
opened at 9:23 a.m. and lasted until 9:49 a.m.

Sheriff Rick Hardesty met with the Board and advised them that
the Law Enforcement Center was housing 14 inmates. The Sheriff
stated that Deputy Gage Zeigler would be leaving the department,
citing the need for family health insurance as the reason.

(Please turn to Page 11)

From the Journal Files........ Page 3
Restaurant/Retail.........ome. Page 5
SpOrts s Pages 7,9,10 & 11
ODbituaries ... Page 8-9
Public Notices/Legals........... Pages 12-15
Classified AdS....oooeoececccr Pages 15

$1.50

7793573706561

© 2026 Falls City
Journal, LLC
All Rights Reserved

HULLMAN'S FORD
LINCOLN, INC.

1416 HARLAN ST.
402-245-4413

Preparation already underway for
2026 Statewide Primary Elections

Preparation is already underway in the Office of the Richardson
County Clerk for the Statewide Primary Election which will be
held on May 12,2026. Persons wanting to file as a candidate for an
elective office will be allowed to begin filing on Monday, January
5, 2026. Candidates who wish to have their names included on the
ballot for an office must file by the following deadlines: Incum-
bents for all offices to be nominated at the May 12, 2026 election
must file by Tuesday, February 17, 2026; nonincumbents must file
by Monday, March 2, 2026. It is also important to note that an in-
cumbent is anyone serving an elective office, even if they are filing
for an office other than the one in which they are presently serving;
they are required to file by 5:00 p.m. on the incumbent deadline.

Village Board of Trustees and members of the ESU#4 filing dead-
lines are July 15, 2026 for incumbents and August 3, 2026 for non-
incumbents.

Receipts from the treasurer of the respective political sub-divi-
sion for the payment of filing fees must accompany the filing form
when filed in the office of the Secretary of State or County Clerk
before the filing will be accepted. National, State and County of-
fices require that a statement of financial interests, NADC Form
C-1 be filed by the candidate by March 2, 2026 to the Nebraska
Accountability and Disclosure Commission before the candidate’s
name will appear on the ballot.

For further questions and information regarding the upcoming
2026 Primary Election, please call the Richardson County Clerk’s
Office at 245-2911, Ext. 3.
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The following is the list of
county residents and former
county residents whose obitu-
aries appeared in the Falls City
Journal in 2025:

January

2. Dennis Merz, 84, of Falls
City.

5. Velvejane Sopoci, 90, of
Falls City.

6. Steven Karst, 53, of Holt,
MO; Deborah Holloway, 68 of
Falls City.

7. Jackie “Jack” Cummings,
74, of Grand Island, NE.

11. Gary Wittwer, 88, of Sa-
lem, NE; Randy Wittwer, 72,

of Falls City.

12.Lance Foster, 64, of White
Cloud, KS.

13. Jim Davis, 68, White
Cloud, KS.

14. Rodney Kuhlmann, 76,
formerly of Humboldt.

15. John Price, 85, of Rulo.

16. Claudette Herron, 65, of
Temple, TX.

18. Thomas
Pawnee City.

19. Colleen Langan, 63, of
Falls City.

30. Vernon “Jake” Shafer, 69,
of Falls City.

31.Ramona Ebel, 89, of Falls
City.

Fisher, 88 of

2. Joyce Bachman, 72, of Rulo.

11. Gerald Bucher, 94, formerly
of Humboldt.

12. Dr. James Slominski, DDS,
85, of Falls City; Lavinia “Trudy”
Pagnano, 68, of Falls City.

13. Calvin Buck, 66, of Falls
City.

17. Diana Simon, 78, of Falls
City.

18. Thomas “Tom” Johansen,
Sr., 71, of Padonia, KS.

23. Betty Ann Olson, 89, of Hi-
awatha, KS

1. Samuel J. Liberty 79, of Falls
City.

5. Margie Fleskoski, 91, of Falls
City.

6. Patrick Schulenberg, 61, of
Rulo.

7. Wilbur Duane Last, 90, of
Shubert.

10. Michael “Mike” E. Richey,
60, of Sabetha, KS

11. Jerry A. Dean, 70, of Hen-
derson, NE.

17.Rita M. Fischer, 67, of Hum-
boldt; Christopher “Chris” Mi-
chael Adams, 56, of Omaha.

20. Lucille A. Yoesel, 98, of Sa-
betha, KS.

21. Susan Elaine (Ramer) Mc-

(Continued on Page 9)
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“Walk:Don
W By: Nikki McKim

A friend of mine drove several hours last fall, not for
an event or a family function, but to walk into this office
and buy a subscription. It was simple and unannounced.
It was also completely on brand for her.

Her name is Becky and she has been showing up like
that since we were 12.

I have written about Becky before. Not because she
loves the spotlight, but because some people quietly
shape who we are in ways that stay true over time. She
is one of those people, one of my people.

Over the years, life did what life does. Time passed,
people came and went, seasons shifted but Becky re-
mained a constant.

Becky is a writer, an author. Her work she posts on so-
cial media centers on love, memories, compassion and
motherhood. She writes with an optimism that feels true
and never performative. The kind that comes from pay-
ing attention. That kind of optimism and compassion is
getting harder to find these days, especially online.

The day she walked into the office to subscribe, there
was no notice, no explanation. It was just something she
did. The drive itself mattered less than the meaning be-
hind it. It was another small entry in a long record of
consistency.

I'had gone out of town for continued education classes,
but she left me a note that I look at every day.

“So proud of you always.”

Long friendships are not built on constant contact or
dramatic gestures. They are built on trust. On the quiet
confidence that someone will still be there even when
life gets busy or complicated. On knowing that support
does not always arrive loudly.

It made me think about how often we don’t understand
what lasting friendship looks like. We think it’s big mo-
ments or what movies show us are grand declarations of
love. In reality, it is more often small acts.

If we are lucky most of us will have at least one person
like that in our lives. Someone who doesn’t ask what
you need. Someone who notices and responds. Some-
one whose presence feels familiar no matter how much
time has passed.

Those friendships shape us more than we realize.

Becky has always been that kind of friend. The kind
who shows up quietly. The kind who does not need to
be asked. The kind who understands that sometimes the
most meaningful support is simply being there.

If you are lucky, you have someone like that too. And
if you do, you probably do not talk about it much. You
just know.

That is how the best friendships tend to work.

Call, text, or send a card to your person and tell them
you are proud of them or thank them for being a con-
stant in your life. One simple and unplanned gesture can
make all the difference in the world to someone. It’s the
small acts.

I’'m so proud of you, Becky and thank you.

Have a great week everyone. We are working on some
new and (hopefully) great things here at the Journal of-
fice we hope to launch soon. We will keep you posted.
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All things Nebraska
Fraudsters out there, seeking
to steal our money

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner

As a reporter, you cover
all kinds of stories.

Stories about natural di-
sasters, murders, grandmas
who collect cookie jars and
good samaritans.

But it’s the stories about
fraud that make you scratch
your head the most.

What drives people, usu-
ally already prosperous
people, to steal from their
local sports club, collec-
tions for a sick person, or
the town treasury? And,
of course, there’s all those
scams on the internet.

Often, the stealing is
done by someone who
appeared trustworthy and
honest. But in the end, we
conclude, “boy were we
fooled” and wonder how it
could happen.

That, I gotta think, is what
a lot of people concluded
about a now-dead Lincoln
businessman and his finan-
cial advisor.

Aaron Marshbanks came
off as a credible business-
man, a supporter of chari-
table causes, and a devout
Christian. Jesse Hill, his
financial advisor, came
off as a successful invest-
ment manager and leader
in his church, who’d made
friends good money and
lived at a forested acreage
worth more than $1 mil-
lion.

But over the past three
years, we’ve learned that
the pair were on a spree
— to cover some horrible
investment losses — to de-
fraud a couple dozen banks
around Nebraska and Iowa
out of more than $40 mil-
lion in loans.

Some of the banks were
so taken by the fast-talking
pair that they provided
loans of $2 million, more
or less, without collateral.
Others relied on financial
statements provided by
Hill that were later deemed
to be fake.

Others, though, did re-
quire collateral. But some
sent them packing, declin-
ing loans for them.

The pair roamed the area,
asking banks and savings
and loans — from Curtis to
Wayne, Lincoln and Oma-
ha, and North Platte to
Council Bluffs, Iowa — to
loan them money. Just re-
cently, we learned that the
financial institutions ended
up losing more than $37
million due to the duo’s
deception.

I’ve seen this show before.
David Hunter was a sup-
posedly prosperous owner
of a Lincoln title company
who was a friends of gov-
ernors and mayors. That
18, until he shot himself as
a multi-million check kit-
ing scheme was becoming
known.

Ray Perry was a flamboy-
ant and quick-witted South-
erner who ran a low-level
radioactive waste compact
based in Lincoln. Then, it
was discovered that he was
skimming funds to buy a
fleet of luxury cars.

The common thread was
that these were all people
who seemed totally legit-
imate and worthy of trust.
And, it was assumed, there
was plenty of oversight and
due diligence to detect any
fraud. Until there wasn’t.

From the beginning of
time, there’s been people
whose business was to fool
us out of our well-earned
money.

Most recently, we’ve read
about fraudulent child-care
payments made in Min-
nesota. So far, more than

$250 million in fraudu-
lent payments have been
found, with more than 90
people charged (the $9 bil-
lion estimate being tossed
around hasn’t been verified
yet, and some officials dis-
pute it).

During the pandemic,
checks were flying out of
the Small Business Ad-
ministration to keep small
businesses running and
employees paid. One es-
timate is that more than
$200 billion in aid was dis-
tributed to fraudulent ac-
tors, those who fabricated
businesses or the numbers
of employees they alleged-
ly had.

I’ve heard every excuse
as to why people steal
from their local PTA, a
Boy Scout troop, or the lo-
cal bank or village — “I was
underpaid, I deserve it ...
I was just borrowing and
intended to pay it back ... I
was desperate and had no-
where else to turn ....”

Most often, you hear that
a fraudster believed that no
one would find out. Until
someone did.

I’m not sure how to end
this column, or if fraud and
cheating will ever end. Hu-
man nature has its pimples.
Temptation is out there.

But I know this, when
people commit fraud, they
end up ruining their fam-
ilies, hurting their neigh-
bors, and harming the
companies, banks and or-
ganizations that they stole
from. We gotta be careful.

Paul Hammel has covered the
Nebraska state government and
the state for decades. Prior to his
retirement, he was senior contrib-
utor with the Nebraska Examiner.
He was previously with the Oma-
ha World-Herald, Lincoln Journal
Star and Omaha Sun. A native of
Ralston, Nebraska, he loves travel-
ing and writing about the state.

paufel.substackcom

www.paufelcartoons.com

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: BODY LANGUAGE

ACROSS
1. Hot Springs and such
5. Bell and Barker

8. Wharton degree, acr.

11. Artist’s inspiration

12. *Move head to show atten-
tion

13. Angry growl

15. Shamu, e.g.

16. Diva’s number

17. Put on fancy dress (2 words)
18. *Making facial expression
showing pain

20. Mine passage

21. Single-handedly

22. Assistance

23. Made according to specifica-
tions

26. Economizes

30. Biochemistry acr.

31. Aerie baby

34. Genesis skipper

35. Leaves out

37. *Some look up and to the
right when telling one

38. Watcher

39. “The Forsyte ____” by John
Galsworthy

40. Forty winks

42. Fraternity letter T

43. *Said “easy peasy” with fin-
gers

45. Like a weight lifter, usually
47. Weasel-related onomatopoe-
ia

48. Undo laces

50. Helicopter sound

52. *Showing low self-esteem or
boredom

56. 100 centimes

57. Purl partner

58. From square one

59. Frustration, in a comic book
60.“At___,soldier!”
61.Don’t go

62. Dashboard acr.

63. Like Willie Winkie

64. Frustrated driver’s recourse

DOWN

1. Urban haze

2. Make like a cat

3. Ascus, pl.

4. Same as sea moss (2 words)
5. Rice wine

6. Dress with a flare

7. Rudolph, when older

8. Famous Christmas guests
9. Like some champagnes
10. High mountain

12. Toyota truck model

13. Part of flight

14. *Showing agreement
19. Healing plants

22.Bein a cast

23. *Show anger with arms
24. Unnerve

25. Eurasian antelope

26.“ __ but not heard”
27. Much, in Italy

28. Song of praise

29.*”I don’t know” move
32.*0One’s smiling because one’s

33. Intoxicated

36. *Showing impatience with
fingers

38. Like retina and brain connect-
ing nerve

40. Large edible mushroom
41.Keen

44. Nice place for a rocking chair
46. Reuse ideas

48. Forearm bones

49. Hustle and bustle sound

50. Sandwich alternative

51. Stay out of its way!

52. Place at angle

53. Gung-ho about something
54. Close by

55. Gwyneth, for short

56. Opposite of #54 Down

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

Off First Month
of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590
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“SeEz-I’ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

published.

Falls City, NE 68355.

We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-Is” All letters sent to the Falls
City Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification.

We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste,
libelous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be

Letters may be e-mailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street,
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75 Years Ago, January 21, 1951 to January 27, 1951

The police department declared war on vandals in town. Seven of the city’s stop signs
had recently been destroyed, costing taxpayers nine dollars apiece.

A tractor threw Mrs. Claron Vice into a ditch and rolled over her; she escaped with
minor injuries.

Armstrong County in South Dakota was the only county in the nation without a single
federal employee. The county had only 52 residents, and only 12 were taxpayers.

E.H. Towle was re-elected president of the National Plate Glass Insurance Company
of Falls City.

The Perry McGlone Construction Company completed its $604,645 contract on the
Nemaha Valley flood protection system east of Preston.

“To a man in a Korean foxhole, The Falls City Journal is like a little bit of home,”
wrote Sgt. First Class Eldro Brown, whose home was northeast of Barada. “I enjoy
The Journal. It seems to take the place of home in this God-forsaken land,” wrote Sgt.
Brown.

Approximately 175 people attended the public installation of officers of the local Ma-
sonic Lodge.

For Sale— 160 acres, unimproved bottom land, no overflow, most all tillable. Buyer
receives landlord’s share of crop. Has been very good return on investment. Price $200
per acre. Johnson Realty Company. Phone 135.

Falls City thumped Nebraska City 44-14 in action on the hardwood. The win moved
FC to 7-0. Falloon had 12 points, and Nanomantube added 11 for the Tigers. Ryder led
Nebraska City with four points.

The Vogue store in Falls City was holding a Pre-Inventory Sale, with winter merchan-
dise reduced by 25% to 50%.

More than 700 people attended the Elks Charity Fund Dance, which featured Woody
Herman and his 14-piece band.

Heasty Reesman, Federal Farmer’s Home Administration Agent for Richardson and
Pawnee counties, moved from his office in the courthouse to quarters in the Post Office.
The Chamber of Commerce office also moved from the courthouse to Prichard Audi-
torium.

The Stella town basketball team defeated the Salem townies 69-48 in a polio benefit
contest. Cecil Davis led Stella with 33 points. In the other contest of the night, the Falls
City freshmen beat the Salem second-stringers 50-13. Roger Kiekhaefer led FC with 10
points, while Jerry Martineau led Salem with five.

SH defeated Verdon in junior high action 27-17. Ronald Fritz had nine points for Ver-
don, while SH was led by Nick Baker with nine points.

It was reported that there were 61 federal workers in Richardson County.

Records from the office of city-clerk treasurer Russell Pollard showed 67 building
permits were issued in 1950, of which 31 were for new homes.

The V.F. W. Post No. 1765 and its Auxiliary were to hold the District No. 6 convention
in FC, with between 150 and 200 delegates expected.

The Falls City National Guard team fell to Honey Creek 53-51 at the armory. Jim Conn
and Bob Eckwert each had 14 points, while Bill Hoy added 13 for the locals. Merle
Stalder topped the visitors with 16 points, while Bill Vossen and Earl Simmonds each
had 13.

Mr. and Mrs. John Sells of Rulo were the parents of a son, Donald Richard, born at Our
Lady of Perpetual Help Hospital.

50 Years Ago, January 21, 1976 to January 27, 1976

Jennifer Duerfeldt appeared unimpressed with the “expert” advice offered by her
grandpa, Cecil Bennett, as she tried her luck at the fishing pond at the PTA-sponsored
carnival at North School. The duo was featured on the front page of The Journal.

A team captained by Bill Jahn won the co-ed volleyball tournament at Falls City High
School. Team members included Jim Farmer, Don Ferguson, Jahn, Mark Huppert, Judie
Jaros and Beverly Carder.

Falls City High School wrestlers of the week included Marty Meinzer and Dwight
Thompson.

The first lawsuit resulting from the explosion and fire that killed 18 people at the Path-
finder Hotel in Fremont was filed in District Court in Fremont. Attorneys for Markus
Realty Co., which had an office on the hotel’s ground floor, asked for an unspecified
amount of damages.

First Lt. Charles M. Rawe of Humboldt and Specialist Fourth Class Earl A. Candler of
Falls City joined Company B, 134th Infantry, Falls City’s National Guard unit. Three
Guardsmen had completed their enlistments and were discharged. The list included
S-Sgt. Leon C. Wissmann, S-Sgt. John C. Schroedl and Sp4 Daniel L. Kirkendall.

Don James was elected chairman of the board of directors of the Falls City Federal
Savings and Loan Association, and Harold Harround was reelected president of the
association.

Officers of the Richardson County Feeders and Breeders Association were chosen at
a meeting in the County Commissioners’ room at the courthouse. Chosen were Omer
Leech (Humboldt), Paul Phillips (Humboldt), Charles Stanley (Stella), Roger Wilhelm
(Humboldt) and Charles Malcolm (Rulo).

A Pinewood Derby for Cub Scout Pack 392 was held at the First United Methodist
Church. Eleven members participated, with Steve Eickhoff taking first, Russell Vollan
second, and Todd Noll placed third.

Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Schawang were the parents of a son born at Community Hospi-
tal. Korey Thomas tipped the scales at eight pounds, 10 ounces.

25 Years Ago, January 21,2001 to January 27,2001

Rod and Jan Vandeberg pledged to give $250,000 to the effort to build the new library
in Falls City. The announcement brought the building fund to nearly $600,000. The
ultimate goal of the new library was $3 million.

Falls City heavyweight wrestler Shane Vollmer improved to 20-1 on the season and
won the gold medal at the Plattsmouth Invite. The senior won his 16th straight match
and was rated fifth in Class B. Also winning gold medals at Plattsmouth were Anders
Erickson (119) and Dana Dill (171).

Sacred Heart coach Dennis Prichard moved to 199-69 with a 59-51 win against Paw-
nee City. The Irish coach had led the program for 11 ' years, and his teams were 89-5
for the past three years. Prich was 11-2 at the state tournament and had led SH to three
consecutive state titles.

The Falls City Middle School Students of the Month for December were Chelsea Lew-
is, Jennifer Cochran and Felicia Zeigler.

The Chamber of Commerce “Atti-Dude” award was presented by Chamber manager
Angie Beckner to the Falls City Area Jaycees.

The Falls City Head Start Center, located on West 14th Street, was renamed The Betty
Lippold Center in recognition of her 31 years of service to children and families.

Daniel James Jones of Lincoln received a Bachelor of Science degree in Criminal Jus-
tice at the University of Nebraska’s Commencement exercise.

The Tiger boys’ basketball team defeated Auburn 56-52 at Falls City High School.
After playing games at Prichard Auditorium for the past 10 years, a new wood floor was
installed at the high school for basketball games. A crowd of 700 packed “The Jungle”
as FC swept the season series.

Dawson-Verdon senior Brooke Harring was pictured with her parents, Lori and Todd,
as she signed her letter of intent to play volleyball for the Benedictine Ravens.

Accidents. Saturday night, January 20, alley, 1900 block of Lane. Drivers: Nikki L.
Harmon; Samantha Dallas. Damage: $150 to Harmon car; none to Dallas pickup. Dallas
was driving from an alley driveway when her pickup struck the Harmon car.

EDGE honors investors, inducts Gottulas
into Wall of Fame at banquet

(Continued from Page 1)
that? But you are the lead-
ers that help make things
happen,” Larsen said. “We
see that there’s a need. We
step in and do it. It may not
always be the fun thing to
do. I'm sure many of you
would rather have not been
here tonight. But you’re
here.”

Larsen encouraged con-
tinued engagement in com-
munity progress.

“Feel free to use your
knowledge and the trust
that others have in you to
share and let them know
about good things that are
happening and to speak
up. And if there are people
who have ideas, encourage
them,” Larsen said.

Randy and Lori Gottu-
la were inducted into the
EDGE Wall of Fame in
recognition of decades of
leadership, service and
community involvement.

The Gottulas purchased
the local grocery store in
January 1990 and operat-
ed it through transitions
to Hinky Dinky and later
Sunmart. Under Randy
Gottula’s leadership, the
store became a primary
employer for Falls City
high school students, often
employing between 15 and
20 students at a time. He
retired in June 2013.

In 1995, Randy Gottu-
la led a 3,200 square foot
expansion of the store that
added a bakery, deli, seat-
ing area, courtesy booth
and movie rental section.
Beyond the grocery busi-
ness, he served with the
Lions Club, St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church and the
Richardson  Foundation.
He also served in the Na-
tional Guard with Falls
City’s Company B, Sec-
ond Battalion, 134th In-
fantry.

Randy Gottula was
named Jaycees Boss of the
Year in 2000 and was in-
ducted into the Peru State
Athletic Hall of Fame in
2017 for his long career as
a sports radio broadcaster.

Lori Gottula served as
president of the Falls City
Chamber of Commerce,
where she launched Lem-
onade Days. She orga-
nized the Cobblestone Pa-
rade for 25 years and later
became an author, a free-
lance writer for the Falls
City Journal for 20 years,
a speaker and high school
sports photographer. She
also served three terms as
secretary on the Falls City
Country Club Board and
received the Jaycees Dis-
tinguished Service Award
in 2007.

During the banquet, the
Gottulas spoke about the
couple’s long connection
to Falls City.

“We come back here and
do a lot of things here. We
still bank here, 1 get my
hair cut here. So we’re still
involved in this communi-

ty and we have never lived
anywhere as long as we
lived here, and we never
will,” said Lori.

“Falls City will always
be a special place in our
hearts. Thank you so
much,” Randy said. “I do
want to say, though, that
Lori and I will always
consider the 25 years of
our ownership of store,
and the support that we re-
ceive from this community
among our greatest bless-
ings.”

Gottula encouraged con-
tinued support of local
businesses.

“When we came here, we
were scared to death. The
community rallied around
us. They supported us for
25 years, and we were able
to be very successful,” he
said. “I would encourage
you to continue to support
the local businesses here.
When you click on ‘buy
now’ on the internet, it
doesn’t do a thing for your
community. Shop here in
town whenever you can,
support your local busi-
nesses and the last thing I
want to say is it’s so excit-
ing to come in here and see
all the things that’s going
on in Falls City.”

According to EDGE’s
2025 annual report, the or-
ganization continues to fo-
cus on infrastructure read-
iness, industrial site devel-

opment, workforce support
and housing. Major efforts
over the past year includ-
ed advancing planning for
a new electrical transmis-
sion line, maintaining de-
velopment control at the
Mid-America Rail Cam-
pus and promoting Falls
City to national site selec-
tion consultants.

EDGE also reported
progress on housing initia-
tives, utilities installation
at Champions Crossing
and continued advocacy at
the state and federal levels
to position Falls City for
long term industrial and
economic growth.

The annual report notes
that investor support al-
lows EDGE to pursue large
scale projects designed to
strengthen the local econ-
omy and support job cre-
ation.

The banquet included
welcoming remarks from
EDGE Executive Director
Lucas Froeschl, an invo-
cation and dinner led by
Lori Gottula and a legisla-
tive update from Sen. Bob
Hallstrom. A scheduled
workforce and economic
analytics presentation by
Dr. Josie Schafer of the
University of Nebraska at
Omaha was not delivered
due to her absence. The
evening concluded with
the EDGE annual business
meeting.




