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Commissioners agree on pay
raises for elected officials

The Richardson County Board of Commissioners met on Wednes-
day, January 7, 2026, with all Commissioners answering the roll
call.

Highway Superintendent Steve Darveau Jr. gave the Board an
update on routine maintenance being carried out by the Roads De-
partment.

Darveau and the Board discussed a bad spot in the road near the
bridge near the mouth of the Nemaha River. He asked to have an
engineer take a core sample to determine if it is a subgrade is-
sue. All agreed that if the issue can be fixed temporarily while the
county awaits a response to receiving grant funds, that is the best
route to take.

Possibly striping the Rulo bottom road was also discussed.
Darveau said that if the grant is not awarded, the issue will be ad-
dressed appropriately.

“I don’t want to jump the gun and sink $150,000 into it, and then
turn around and get a grant and that gets tore up when the road gets
restructured,” said Darveau.

The possibility of purchasing a line striper was brought up again.
Darveau said the unit would cost roughly $9,000, but if the county
wanted to stripe the blacktop roads, it would pay for itself in no
time.

Darveau also asked the Commissioners to consider what repairs
they would like to make on the Dustless Blacktop. The Highway
Superintendent recommended using a mastic material, a blend of
polymer-modified asphalt binder, fine aggregates, and, sometimes,
fibers. It 1s used for repairing large cracks, potholes, and deterio-
rated asphalt that are too large for crack-sealing repairs.

“I think it’s worth a shot,” said Darveau. “It’s going to save us
some money right now.”

Darveau went on to state that the road likely needs to be milled
and redone, but there are issues associated with that. Issues include
cutting down hills, getting rid of the Y’s in the road, and bringing
them up to standards.

“We’re running a touchy line on these right now, period, as far as

(Please turn to Page 3)

CIR continues Richardson County
highway wage case to March

Press Release

On Thursday, January 8, 2026, the Nebraska Commission of In-
dustrial Relations (“CIR”) convened to hear the case filed by the
Nebraska Association of Public Employees / AFSCME Local 61
(“Union”) to determine wages and terms and conditions of employ-
ment of the Richardson County Highway Department (“County”)
employees represented by the Union.

The Union called as witnesses to testify on its behalf Highway
Department employees Brian Dettman, Ronald Ramer, Randy
Gilsdorf, Donald Goff, Larry Willman, and Matt Bletscher, who
testified as to the work they performed for the County.

The Union then called as its expert witness, Mark Murphy, Asso-
ciate Director of the Union’s Department of Research and Collec-
tive Bargaining Services located in Washington, D.C. The Union
called Mark Murphy to present expert opinion on wages and fringe
benefits in the seven counties selected by the CIR for comparison
to the County. The County raised numerous objections to his testi-
mony, causing the Union to request that the hearing be continued in
order for it to resolve the County’s objections raised at the hearing.
The parties agreed to continue the hearing to March 16 and 17,
2026, and the case was ordered continued by the CIR.

Disclaimer: At the time of publication, the Falls City Journal had
not received a release from the Nebraska Association of Public
Employees / AFSCME Local 61 regarding the hearing.

Falls City Economic Development and
Growth Enterprise Inc (Falls City EDGE)

receives $335,495 Affordable Housing
Grant for Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation

Falls City Economic Development and Growth Enterprise Inc
(Falls City EDGE), was awarded $335,495 through FHLBank To-
peka’s 2025 Affordable Housing Program (AHP). This year $33.9
million in AHP grants were made in partnership with FHLBank
Topeka’s member financial institutions in Colorado, Kansas, Ne-
braska and Oklahoma. The member partnering on this project is
F&M Bank. A total of 31 AHP projects will give 1,764 very low-,
low- and moderate-income households a place to call home.

This project will provide grants to assist 20 homeowners at or be-
low 80% of the area median income with funds to make improve-
ments to their homes.

“Providing Affordable Housing Program grants through our
members each year remains central to our mission,” said Jeff Kuz-
bel, president and CEO of FHLBank Topeka. “The dedication of
our members, combined with the creativity of housing experts, is

(Continued on Page 5)

J-Six Enterprises announces
development of Fairview
Pet Foods in Falls City

J-Six Enterprises of Seneca, Kansas is pleased to announce plans
of a construction and renovation project in Falls City, Nebraska,
supporting the development of Fairview Petfood, LLC. The project
will redevelop an existing industrial facility located along Highway
73 at Falls City’s south entrance, transforming the site into a mod-
ern processing facility for dry protein feed ingredients. Total project
costs are to be determined.

The project involves a 60,000-square-foot renovation, including
extensive interior and exterior upgrades. Planned improvements in-
clude roof modifications to accommodate automation equipment,
interior office and production floor renovations, exterior beautifi-
cation, utility infrastructure improvements, and secondary entrance
from the private access road. The project represents a significant in-
vestment in a highly visible industrial corridor and aligns with Falls
City’s long-term goals to support the agricultural market.

Upon completion, the facility is expected to create 8 to 10 new full-
time jobs, with approximately half of the positions on salary, add-
ing quality employment opportunities without placing strain on the
local workforce. Operations at the facility are projected to gener-
ate approximately 20 truck per day, supporting regional agricultural
and manufacturing supply chains while reinforcing Falls City’s role
as a logistics and processing hub.

To support redevelopment of the site, Fairview Pet Foods has sub-
mitted an application for Tax Increment Financing (TIF) to assist
with eligible redevelopment costs, including demolition, building
rehabilitation, infrastructure improvements, and exterior enhance-
ments. These improvements are considered essential to making the
project economically feasible and enabling redevelopment of the
property.

Construction is expected to begin once approvals are finalized,
with project completion targeted for August 2026. J-Six Enterpris-
es employs more than 550 people in Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska,
and Iowa, bringing extensive experience in agricultural production,
manufacturing, storage, transportation, and processing.

Council denies Rural Water
Districts’ request to waive fees

The Falls City Council met on
Monday, January 5, 2026, for
the first time in the new year.
Councilperson Ruiz was absent
from the roll.

In old business, a discussion
and action were held on a burn

permit request for 2600 Fulton
Street submitted by property
owner Dan Simon. The item
was on the December 15, 2025,
agenda and failed by a 4-3 vote.

Simon addressed the Board,
asking for permission to burn

(Please turn to Page 10)
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Prairie Doc

Beyond memory loss:

The human side of dementia

By Ranelle Nissen, Ph.D., OTR/L and Allison Naber, Ph.D.,
OTD, OTR/L

First, you notice the small changes. It may be challenging to
find the right word or remember the name of someone you just
met. You may forget where you placed your keys when you
came home from the grocery store. Overall, you feel healthy,
and these instances are easily brushed off as a normal part of
aging or the result of poor sleep the night before. However,
over time, these instances become more frequent, and you start
to miss appointments or struggle to organize your shopping
list. If this sounds like you or someone you know, it is time to
seek medical help to get screened for dementia.

Dementia is an umbrella term for diseases, such as Alz-
heimer’s, that cause abnormal brain changes. Over six mil-
lion adults in the U.S. are living with dementia. There is no
clearly identified cause for dementia, but risk factors include
age, genetics, family history and lifestyle choices. The cogni-
tive decline associated with dementia may impact a person’s
memory, thinking, mood, behavior and functioning. As the dis-
ease progresses, the person will need greater assistance with
everyday tasks, such as balancing their checkbook, driving,
preparing meals and grocery shopping, and eventually with
personal care, such as dressing, bathing and toileting. Though
new research has identified promising medications to treat the
symptoms and slow the disease progression, there is no cure
for dementia.

As the disease progresses, its effects reach beyond the in-
dividual who has received the diagnosis. The person living
with dementia will require increasing levels of support, which
is frequently provided by unpaid family members or friends,
referred to as care partners or caregivers. These care partners
dedicate significant time and financial resources to assist the
person with dementia as their needs intensify. Often, they as-
sume responsibilities around the clock and may feel isolated.

If you or someone you love is in this situation, the first step is
to seek a diagnosis. Schedule an appointment with your prima-
ry care doctor to discuss your concerns. They might refer you
to a specialist for further evaluation. Once diagnosed, reach
out to the support services available in your community and
online. Resources are available through organizations such as
the Alzheimer’s Association and the Veterans Affairs, as well
as state agencies such as the Department of Human Services.
No one needs to face this journey alone. These organizations
provide education, respite care, meal preparation, light house-
keeping, personal care and support groups. Check with your
state to see what resources may be available to you.

In addition to seeking support, it is important to remember
that maintaining a sense of purpose and connection can make
a meaningful difference for both the person living with de-
mentia and their care partners. Engaging in familiar routines,
enjoying favorite activities, and nurturing relationships with
family and friends provide comfort and help preserve quality
of life. Simple adaptations—like labeling cabinets, organizing
daily schedules or using reminder notes—can promote in-
dependence and reduce frustration in the early stages. Open
communication among loved ones, health professionals and
support networks is key to adapting to changing needs. While
the journey with dementia brings many challenges, focusing
on strengths, celebrating small victories and accessing avail-
able resources can help foster resilience and hope for everyone
involved.

Ranelle Nissen, Ph.D., OTR/L, serves as an associate dean and
associate professor in the School of Health Sciences at the University
of South Dakota. Dr. Nissen is a licensed occupational therapist in
South Dakota and has helped families and individuals affected by
dementia through both her professional work and her volunteer work
with the South Dakota Alzheimer’s Association. Allison Naber, Ph.D.,
OTD, OTR/L, is the academic fieldwork coordinator and an asso-
ciate professor in occupational therapy at the University of South
Dakota. Dr. Naber is a licensed occupational therapist in Minnesota
and South Dakota. She volunteers for the South Dakota Alzheimer’s
Association as a support group facilitator and community educator.
Follow The Prairie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org
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All things Nebraska
State lawmakers have a $471
million budget shortfall to close,
and an expulsion effort to consider

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner

The first time I walked
into the State Capitol, I
wondered “what is mak-
ing all these people walk
like Olympic racers down
these halls?”

I almost got run over by
some walkers; the new
guy needed to get out of
the way.

To be sure, the Capi-
tol hallways extend in a
square, making them ide-
al for a quick walk around
the square for exercise or
just to clear the brain.

And if you hang around
the Capitol long enough,
you realize that people
who work there — either
as staffers or elected of-
ficials — need to walk off
some steam every once in
a while.

You’ll probably see a lot
of that during this year’s
session of the Nebraska
Legislature. There’s plen-
ty on the plate to raise the
hackles and blood pres-
sure of the Unicameral’s
49 senators, and it’s an
election year, which al-
ways raises the tempera-
ture of a place known as
the “Hall of Hot Winds.”

What’s ahead in the Uni-
cameral’s 60-day session
in 2026?

Money, money, money —
or the lack of it. The state
budget has a $471 million
hole to fill, in large part
(in my opinion) because
state lawmakers got way
too ambitious in cutting
state revenue via a gradu-
al, deep reduction in state
income taxes adopted in
2023.

Everyone loves a tax cut.
But you also have to fund
government  operations.
After digging into the
state’s cookie jars (reserve
funds) last year to solve
a $415 million budget
shortfall, can legislators
pull a similar rabbit out of
the hat in ‘26? Can more
state spending be cut? Or
might senators opt to do
what’s easiest and makes
the most sense, which is to
pause the stair-stepped tax
cut for a year?

Expel a senator? — Expect
a lot of debate over what
State Sen. Dan McKeon of
Ambherst did, allegedly, at
a post-2025 session party
and whether he should be
the first state lawmaker
ever to be expelled.

Last month, the Legis-
lature’s Executive Board
voted unanimously to
recommend expulsion for
McKeon, for a “pattern”
of conduct that included,
allegedly, an inappropriate
grab of a female staffer’s
bottom, and an off-color
sexual joke.

McKeon, who was elect-
ed in 2024, has vehement-
ly rejected calls to resign,
and insists that his poor
attempt at humor was mis-
understood.

But such conduct isn’t
taken lightly in the Legis-
lature. This debate could
get hot.

Economic development
— The unexpected closing
of the huge meatpack-
ing plant in Lexington —
throwing 3,200 people out
of work — and calls by the
Omaha Chamber of Com-
merce to improve state tax
incentives due to lacklus-
ter growth in the state’s
biggest cities will get a se-
rious airing.

The University of Ne-

braska estimates that the
economic impact of the
Tyson plant closing could
be $3.3 billion. Yikes.

Omaha and Lincoln
would have generated
68,000 more jobs over the
past five years had they
kept pace with peer cit-
ies, like Sioux Falls, Des
Moines and Fayetteville,
according to a report done
for the Aksarben Founda-
tion. Double yikes.

Haven’t we always been
told that income tax cuts
generate additional eco-
nomic activity? Not so
much it appears.

Property tax relief — The
state’s ag economy, due to
low crop prices and high
input costs, isn’t exactly
running on all cylinders.
So some property tax re-
lief would be welcome.

But given the state’s bud-
get problems, will there
be any money to increase
state tax credits? Might
there be a renewed ap-
petite to eliminate more
sales tax exemptions to
reduce property taxes? It’s
an election year, so expect
some effort here.

The unexpected — There’s
always an issue or two that
bubbles up that no one an-
ticipated, which makes the
Legislature interesting.

But the “fasten seat belt”
light is on. So is the sign
that says “walk” around
the State Capitol

Paul Hammel has covered the
Nebraska state government and
the state for decades. Prior to his
retirement, he was senior contrib-
utor with the Nebraska Examiner.
He was previously with the Oma-
ha World-Herald, Lincoln Journal
Star and Omaha Sun. A native of
Ralston, Nebraska, he loves travel-
ing and writing about the state.

paufel.substack.com

www.paufelcartoons.com
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M NOT GOING
AWAY, YOU KNOW...
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: ON THE FARM

ACROSS

1.Laura Ingalls’ notebook

6. Boozer

9. Biblical pronoun

13. Sacred text, to some

14. “Fat chance!”

15. Afrikaners’ ancestors

16. Cake spread

17. Chowed down

18. Clear the blackboard

19. *Barn chore

21. *John Deere, e.g.

23. Nirvana’s “Come as You
24. Spasm of pain

25. Broadband access overseer,
acr.

28. Mark for omission

30. Recessed space

35. “  and the Real Girl,”
movie

37.“Shoot!”

39. E in baseball box score

40. Oil org.

41. Intelligent

43. A mixture or medley

44. Children’s respiratory dis-
ease

46. Foggy view?

47. Politicians, for short

48. In a sympathetic manner

50. Ski hill ride

52. Maiden name indicator

53. Bald eagle’s nest

55. Repeated Latin dance step
57. *ak.a. harvester

61. *Opposite of pasture

65. *Common varieties are yel-
low, red and white

66. Tall tale

68. Smooth, in manner

69. Audienceis approval
70.“___ atease”

71. Stomach sore

72. Caribou or moose

73. Soldier’s bed

74. Harsh

DOWN

1. *Separate cream from milk

2. Locus, pl.

3. Seed coat

4. Form of Japanese poetry

5. Encircle

6. Deep pile carpet

7. *Cereal grass

8. Sorority letter

9. Cleopatra’s necklace

10. Thermostat option

11. Guesstimate phrase (2 words)
12. Olympic cast-out, e.g.

15. Charles Darwin’s vessel

20. Must-haves

22. Ribonucleic acid, acr.

24. Fine

25. *Group of chickens

26. Birthplace of Caprese

27. Oedipus’ successor

29. *Baby sheep

31.% rotation

32. Acrylic fiber

33. Bridal veil fabric

34. With a jagged margin

36. Gulf War missile
38. “*Pasture-raised
morsel

42. Vanish without this?

45. Lamentation

49. Japanese capital

51.Rh in Rh disease

54.Indiana Jones’ find, e.g.

56. Not a minor

57. For boys and girls

58. Popular fairy-tale beginning
59. Stephen King’s “The Green

chicken’s

60. *Male pig

61. Abe Lincoln’s hat material
62. Tatted cloth

63. Done

64. Seaside bird

67. UN labor grp.
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75 Years Ago, January 14, 251 to January 20, 1951

Larry M. Weaver, Verdon area, was re-elected to the Board of Supervisors of the Pioneer
Drainage District of Nebraska. The district was created in 1906 to drain large areas of the
bottoms and to straighten the winding Nemaha River channel to speed the flow of water
to the Missouri River, consequently reducing the number of floods.

Mass Murderer Bill Cook was arrested near Tijuana, Mexico. Cook was responsible
for at least eight murders stretching from Illinois to Arkansas, California and ending in
Mexico.

Seventeen purebred Holsteins belonging to John Cander of Humboldt set a November
record. His dairy herd was the highest producing butterfat herd of Nebraska in the group
of herds haying 16 or more cows. His 17 cows produced an average of 57.1 pounds of
butterfat and 1,608 pounds of milk for the month.

“All about Eve,” starring Bette Davis, Anne Baxter and George Sanders, showed at the
Rivoli Theater.

The Sacred Heart junior high school teams defeated Honey Creek. In the first game, SH
won 22-16 with Bob Miller leading the Irish with 14. The Irish won the second contest 36-
11. Lamarr Gibson scored 10 for SH, while Larry “MVP” Harmon had seven for Honey
Creek.

Ralph Weddle of Falls City became the manager of the James Oil Company at Nebraska
City, succeeding Garnet Jackson.

A B-36 Bomber set a record for its type of flying non-stop for 51 hours and 31 minutes.
The plane took off and landed at Carswell Air Force Base in Fort Worth, TX.

Smallpox, pneumonia and influenza, which had already killed more than 1,000 people,
spread through Britain and Ireland.

Dale Hanika escaped serious injury when the tractor he was operating overturned and
pinned him beneath the machine. The accident happened between 12th and 13th on Stone
Street.

Don Heinzelman was elected as vice president of the Falls City Chamber of Commerce.

Mrs. James Wetmore was installed as worthy matron and James Wetmore as worthy pa-
tron in the installation of new officers for the local chapter of the Order of the Eastern Star.

Greyhound Buses advertised one-way trips to Denver for $12.10 and to Los Angeles for

$29.70, departing from Baker’s Drive-In Cafe at 1317 Harlan.

According to a news story out of Hollywood, a movie studio was planning a film on the
life of the late Vince Foster, a welterweight fighter from Rulo. The fighter was killed in a
car accident shortly after losing a fight in 1949.

Falls City won its sixth game of the season by defeating Fairbury 44-35. Frank Falloon
had 15 points and 14 rebounds.

Curt Tisdel scored eight, and Charles Herold added seven as the Salem Bobcats defeated
Sacred Heart 31-25.

50 Years Ago, January 14, 1976 to January 20, 1976

Rodney P. Vandeberg was elected president of the Chamber of Commerce, succeeding
Richard Halbert. Five new directors were also chosen, including Mike Kleineweber, Bill
Milam, Mrs. Art Tauchen, Marvin Pethoud and Homer Henke.

“Nashville,” featuring Keigh Carradine, Karen Black and Jeff Goldblum, was shown at
the Rivoli Theater.

Car Messner was named the Falls City High School wrestler of the week. Messner
pinned Ed McClure of Wymore Southern in 2:52 for the win in the 167-pound division.

The Irish basketball team fell 47-29 to (18-1) Northeast Nodaway in semifinal action of
the Fairfax Invitational Tournament. Steve Pokorny led SH with 12 points.

A beefburger basket and a small drink were just 78 cents at the Dairy Dip.

John T. Lyons of Dawson, charged with driving while his operator’s permit was under
suspension, was sentenced to one year’s probation in county court.

Miss Cheryl Arnold, 18, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Carl Arnold of Salem, was elected
queen of the Falls City Riding Club. Miss Robin Reschke, 16, was chosen as the alternate.

The Tiger freshman basketball squad fell to Auburn 70-43. Knapp had 21 points for
Auburn, while Kevin Scheitel (19) and Greg Kratz (10) led FC.

Ed Kirkendall, Falls City wrestler, was ranked third in Class B at 132 pounds.

Tim Hoy, a freshman, placed second in the long jump and third in the triple jump as the
Air Force indoor track season got underway.

The Falls City Jaycees were asking for nominations for the D.S.A. Banquet coming
up at the Falls City Elks Club. Nominations were sought for the Distinguished Service
Award, Outstanding Young Educator and Boss of the Year.

Under the co-sponsorship of The First National Bank and KTNC, Kansas City Royals
Player-of-the-Year George Brett and Pitcher-of-the-Year Dennis Leonard would be in FC
on Tuesday, January 27, to meet fans and sign autographs.

Gerald Hopp was named the new County Agent, stepping into the position vacated by
the retiring Tom Aitken.

John Fisher, Dan Convey, Mike Riley, Mary Jo Hayes, Joni Bucher, and Patti Stevicks
were winners in the Falls City Elks Lodge Hoop Shoot competition.

25 Years Ago, January 14,2001, to January 20,2001

Ed O’Grady stepped down as chairman of the Nemaha Natural Resources District after
three years of leading the Board. Succeeding O’Grady was Gerald Royal from Palmyra.

Jim Sefried was re-appointed chairman of the Richardson County Board of Commis-
sioners.

The Nursery School advertised a Valentine’s special of one dozen red roses for $36.

The Irish teams swept the MUDECAS basketball tournament in Beatrice. The Lady
Irish defeated Daniel Freeman 53-50, and the boys beat Sterling 55-34.

HTRS junior heavyweight Justin Shupp was rated in the top six in Class D and earned
a gold medal at the Weeping Water Invite.

The Tigers junior high team defeated Tarkio Academy 60-42. Drew Froeschl and Kory
Huppert each scored 13 points for FC.

Twenty-three prospective hunters completed the Hunter Safety Education Course pre-
sented at City Hall. The class was taught by instructor Dennis Chandler, with assistance
from Steve Jamison and Jerry Clark.

Pillsbury assorted Toaster Strudel was on sale for 99 cents, and Blue Bunny Ice Cream
was $2.99 per half-gallon at SunMart in Falls City.

Sandy Stalder, an American National Bank employee, was named president of the Hum-
boldt Chamber of Commerce.

The Richardson County Commissioners were looking for volunteers to serve on a com-
mittee that would investigate the possibility of hard surfacing a portion of the county’s
road system. At the time, it was estimated to cost between $ 70,000 and $80,000 per mile.

Nic Sikora was included on the Dean’s List for the fall semester at Missouri Western
State College in St. Joseph.

Matilda Zimmerman, a resident of Midland Villa, celebrated her 107th birthday.

It was announced that the Tigers would host Auburn at the High School on January 23.
The game would be the first played on the new wooden floor that had been installed.

The Lady Irish forced 53 turnovers and got 32 steals in a 76-25 win over Nebraska City
Lourdes.

The Southeast Consolidated girls defeated Falls City 55-34 in action at Prichard Audi-
torium. Tiffany Georges led SE with 18 points.

Hullman’s Ford had three 1997 Ford Expeditions available for $20,500 each. All were
fully loaded, XLT models, V-8s with full power and 4x4.

Jamie and Megumi Baker were the parents of a daughter, Skylar Leslie Aya Baker, born
at Community Medical Center.

Commissioners agree on pay
raises for elected officials

(Continued from Page 1)

what we can do and can’t
do at this point in time,’
said Darveau.

Darveau said the mastic
was worth trying, “I don’t
think we had very good
coverage on our last chip
and seal. I was not im-
pressed.”

When questioned about
the life expectancy of the
mastic versus the chip-
and-seal, Darveau said,
“You’re going to get about
four to five years out of ei-
ther one.”

The Board agreed that
Darveau should begin the
process to obtain bids.

Darveau also told the
Board that every semi and
truck was being used to
haul rock.

Sheriff Rick Hardesty
advised the Board that the
Law Enforcement Center
was housing 17 inmates.
He also reported that the
“Drive Sober-Get Pulled
Over” grant, which ran
from December 12, 2025,
to January 1, 2026, result-
ed in 414 calls for service
and 76 citations, including
18 arrests and 2 DUISs.

He also presented a report
with the 2025 end-of-year
numbers. The jail booked
393 persons: 49 from other
agencies, 39 out-of-coun-
ty holds, and 305 from the
Sheriff Department. The
department executed 21
search warrants. The Sher-
iff Department respond-
ed to 8,688 calls, 3,522 of
those being traffic stops.
Totals for the City of Hum-
boldt were also provided.
The Sheriff Department
responded to 1,044 calls,
including 135 traffic stops;
served six search warrants;
and made 25 arrests.

Fees collected in 2025
were $21,487.73 for paper
service and warrant fees
and $51,360.41 for housing
prisoners from other agen-
cies.

The
rescheduling

Board considered
the public

First candidate
filings
submitted for
May 2026
primary

The first three partisan
candidate filings for the
2026 primary election
have been submitted to
the Richardson County
Clerk’s Office this week.

Kimberly L. Riggs of
Falls City filed on Jan.
7 for the office of Rich-
ardson County assessor.
Riggs listed her party af-
filiation as Republican
and is seeking a four-year
term. Her filing form indi-
cates she is an incumbent.

Kerry K. Fritz of Verdon
filed on Jan. 5 for the of-
fice of clerk of the district
court. Fritz listed her party
affiliation as Republican
and is seeking a four-year
term. Her filing form does

not indicate incumbent
status.
Amanda K. Bar-

tek-Ramsey of Falls City
filed on Jan. 6 for the of-
fice of Richardson County
treasurer. Bartek-Ramsey
listed her party affiliation
as Republican and is seek-
ing a four-year term. Her
filing form indicates she is
an incumbent.

The primary election
is scheduled for May 12,
2026.

hearing regarding a change
to the resolution regard-
ing zoning overlay district
floodplain ~ management
ordinance 60.3(d), effec-
tive October 7, 2021. The
Board decided to table the
matter for now.

The Board also approved
an MOU with the Nebraska
Supreme Court regarding
the placement of security
cameras in the courtrooms.

A motion was made by
Caverzagie to adopt Reso-
lution 2025-2026-22, set-
ting the mileage reimburse-
ment rate for county em-
ployees at 0.725 cents per
mile. The motion carried.

Reports showed fees col-
lected in December totaled
$419.46 for the County
Clerk, $19,102 for the Reg-
ister of Deeds and $860 for
District Court.

The Commissioners held
a review of information to
establish a resolution set-
ting the salaries of elect-
ed officials from January
2027 to January 2031. A
discussion ranged from the
percentage of raises to the
counties they were using as
comparables. After a long
dialogue, it was agreed
to raise the elected offi-
cials’ salaries to $80,000
in 2027, an 8.8 percent in-
crease from the $73.,487.30
they currently earn. Then
the official will receive a
3.5 percent raise each year,
beginning in 2028 and
running through 2030. By
the final year, the officials
will make $88,697.43. The
Commissioners agreed that
the usual 2% raise wouldn’t
be enough to keep pace.

The Sheriff’s salary is set
at 125 percent of the elect-
ed official’s salary, and the
county attorney’s salary is
set at 160 percent of the
elected official’s salary.

In 2027, the salaries will
be as follows: County At-
torney $128,000; Sheriff
$104,000; County Com-

missioner (unchanged)
$36,743.70; Surveyor
$17282; and Assessor,
Clerk, Clerk of District
Court, and Treasurer
$80,000.

The Sherift’s wage could

have been set at 140 per-
cent because he also serves
as the Jail Administrator.
After discussion, the Board
agreed to set the Sheriff’s
wages at 130 percent, giv-
en that he was also the jail
administrator. ~ Hardesty
said he would continue to
run the jail until he could
get an administrator prop-
erly trained, which could
take up to two years.

Commissioner Campbell
reiterated that he wanted
the Commissioner’s sala-
ries frozen.

Commissioner  Caver-
zagie recommended rais-
ing the Election Commis-
sion’s wages from $3,000
to $4,000, and the Budget
Making Authority’s wag-
es from $2,000 to $4,000
per year. Currently, Clerk
Mary Eickhoff is perform-
ing both duties.

Caverzagie stated, “I
don’t want to pay a firm,
I don’t know how to do a
budget.”

The claims were paid,
and the meeting was ad-
Jjourned at 11:22.




