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TDF Automotive is officially open at 1015 Harlan Street and already building a name rooted in 

family, integrity, and a passion for quality workmanship. For owner Tyler Frank, opening the shop is 
far more than starting a business. It’s creating a legacy. He hopes that through dedication, hard work, 
and pride in his craft, his children will see that even dreams that seem out of reach can become pos-
sible. One day, he hopes one of them may discover the same love for the trade and carry the business 
into the next generation.

Tyler’s journey into automotive work began early. Growing up in the country meant learning to be 
resourceful, and with limited access to repair shops, his father spent countless hours teaching him and 
his brother how to maintain their own vehicles. That hands-on experience sparked a curiosity about 
how things work. As he learned to understand the way engines and mechanical systems fit together, 
his interest grew stronger. He later pursued a specialization in diesel mechanics, eventually gaining 
an appreciation and respect for the complex engines he once found challenging.

Today, he brings that depth of experience to TDF Automotive. Tyler holds an associate’s degree in 
general automotive from Southeast Community College at Milford, graduating with distinction, and 
is ASE Certified A1–9. At the shop, he offers a wide range of services from routine maintenance and 
general repairs to advanced electrical diagnostics. While diesel mechanics remains his specialty, he 
welcomes a challenge and takes pride in problem-solving.

When asked what sets TDF Automotive apart, Tyler is quick to credit the strong automotive profes-
sionals already serving the Falls City community. Rather than comparing himself, he focuses on the 
values he wants his business to reflect honesty, fairness, and work he is proud to put his name on. He 
applies the “golden rule” he teaches his children, treat others how you want to be treated, directly into 
his business. For him, it’s not about making a quick dollar, but about providing dependable service 
and building trust. “I refuse to send something out my door if I wouldn’t trust it with my own family 
in it,” he shared. “I want my clients to have peace of mind when they’re on the road.”

One of the most rewarding parts of opening the shop has been the customer connections. After 
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TDF Automotive now open on Harlan Street

A photo appeared in the October 
8, 2025, edition of The Falls City 
Journal. The picture depicted the 
Leo Cider and Vinegar Company, 
and we asked whether anyone had 
any information on the subject. A 
few days later, reader Dave Lewis 
stopped by the office to inform us 
that not only did he know what 
the photo entailed, but the build-
ings once stood on property he 
now owns. The vast structure sat 
between the current power plant 
and the grain bins, south of City 
Park.

The company filed its articles 
of incorporation on August 31, 
1906. The venture was made up 
of W. Leo, Sr., John A. Leo, and 
James Coppinger of St. Louis, 
MO, along with J.B. Varner, E.H. 
Towle, T.J. Gist, C.H. Heineman, 
V.G. Lyford and W.A. Greenwald 
of Falls City. The company boast-
ed a capital stock of $10,000.

According to a story that ap-
peared in the June 2, 1910, edition 
of The Falls City Journal, Mr. 
W. Leo, an experienced vinegar 
manufacturer, came to the area in 
1906 searching for a new location 
for a cider and vinegar factory. 
Once he settled on Falls City, Mr. 
Leo purchased The Old Creamery 
Co. The business contained an 
apple press and the power to run 
it. Leo bought property along the 
railroad tracks and erected a large 
plant, covering nearly 38,000 
square feet. The article stated that 

The Leo Cider 
and Vinegar 
Company

Self-expression through art is essential to Sophia 
Wendtlandt, a member of Falls City Girl Scout 
Troop No. 20450 and current freshman at Falls 
City High School. 
The youngster saw a need for art to be available 

to everyone and spent two months researching, in-
terviewing, planning, fundraising, and painting to 
complete her Girl Scout Silver Award, the second-
highest award a Girl Scout can earn. The require-
ments for a Silver Award project include dedicat-
ing 50 hours to the project and leaving a lasting 
impact on the community. Sophia’s project, titled 

“Art in Dementia,” included painting a mural in 
the memory care unit of Falls City Care Center, 
located at 2800 Towle Street. Modified and adap-
tive art equipment was also donated for residents 
to use for their own art endeavors. Sophia found 
that both things, combined, can stimulate regions 
of the brain involved in memory, emotion, and 
motor skills. 
If anyone from the public would like to view the 

mural, it can be observed at Falls City Care Cen-
ter, where it has already been providing comfort 
and plenty of conversation.

Wendlandt earns Silver Award while 
simultaneously brightening people’s days

The Richardson County Board 
of Commissioners convened 
for an abbreviated meeting on 
Christmas Eve. Roll call was an-
swered by Commissioners Karas, 
Campbell and Caverzagie. The 
meeting opened with an addition 
to the agenda to consider the res-
olution for the transfer of funds 
from the Inheritance Tax Fund to 
the General Fund. 
Highway Superintendent Steve 

Darveau Jr. updated the Board 
on work being carried out by 
the Roads Department across 
the county. He also inquired 
about observing the day after 
Christmas as a holiday. Others 
in attendance requesting the clo-
sure were Assessor Kim Riggs, 
Deputy Treasurer Rachel Jean, 
and Clerk of District Court Pam 
Scott. Commissioner Campbell 
made a motion to approve De-
cember 26, 2025, as a holiday 
for county employees, effective-
ly closing the courthouse offices 
and the Sheriff’s general office, 
while giving the Road Depart-
ment the day off. The motion 
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These great 
places 

are hiring!
Check out the Classified Page!

• Sabetha Community Hospital
• HTRS Public School

F&M Bank Closing early at 
3:00PM

Tri-State Seniors  Dance 
& Shindig, 1:30-4PM. 310 
E. Iowa St., Hiawatha

31

8

January

December

Journal office closed

F&M Bank Closed1
Journal office closed




