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Highway Department e

Approximately 65-70 concerned citizens and
county employees ascended on Prichard Audi-
torium on Thursday evening on December 11,
for a community discussion hosted by NAPE/
AFSCME Local 61. The event was held regard-
ing the ongoing contract dispute involving the
Richardson County Highway Department and
the County.

NAPE/AFSCME Executive Director Jus-
tin Hubly began the session with a timeline of
events, explaining the county employees’ side,
before ending the 30-minute gathering with a
question-and-answer session.

Hubly offered that the union is “just a group of

employees who unite together to negotiate their
contracts collectively.”
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mployees host discussion

He explained that over the previous 30 years,
the contract has remained largely unchanged, ex-
cept for wage negotiations, which are the heart of
the current dispute.

Hubly pointed out that the timeline illustrates
how matters have reached the current point from
the union’s perspective, while remaining factual.

He pointed out that the employees are currently
working under an expired agreement with the
county, having expired on June 30, 2023. The
timeline provided stated that in June 2022, Com-
missioner David Sickel advised union steward
Jimmy Coonce that the county wished to provide
a raise to the road workers, and the union should
request the increase. Hubly then stated that when
Coonce approached the Commissioners, Mr.

(Please turn to Page 5)
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Rotary Club hosts former employee of
the Defense Department, Rob Simmon

The Falls City Rotary Club welcomed guest
speaker, Rotary Area Governor and former em-
ployee of the Defense Department, Rob Simmon,
at the John Philip Falter Museum.

Simmon’s presentation on November 13, cen-
tered around activities on September 11, 2001, in-
cluding being in the Command Center when Presi-
dent George W. Bush arrived at USSTRATCOM.

Simmon served 36 years in the Department of
Defense, beginning and ending his long career in
Omaha. When he retired, Simmon had achieved
the position of the National Security Agency Se-
nior Executive in the Defense Intelligence Ser-
vice.

“A lot of almost everything I did is classified,”
said Simmon. “This is not.”

Simmon stated that while working for the Na-
tional Security Agency, most of what he did was
kept secret.

“Even my wife doesn’t know much about what

I did and at the level I was at,” he said. “I finished
at a three-star general level. When this took place
(9/11), 1 was at a one-star level.”

He explained that the NSA is all about gather-
ing information, even likening it to journalism,
but using a different set of sources to put together
intelligence.

“You want to protect those (sources) so that
you don’t lose that access,” said Simmon.

He continued, saying that the NSA is charged
with providing intelligence to our service mem-
bers so they can be aware of the adversary’s in-
tent and know what the other side is thinking and
intending to do.

He explained that on 9/11, STRATCOM was
in the middle of conducting its annual exercises,
testing the system and command and control.
Soon after the attacks, the exercises in the Omaha
area were halted.

On the morning of the attacks, President Bush

(Please turn to Page 3)

Change in deadlines
due to the holidays

and office closures

The Falls City Journal will have
a change to its deadline schedule
in the upcoming weeks due to the
holidays.

The deadline for the Dec. 24, pa-
per will normal, Friday, Decem-
ber 19 by noon. However we will
be printing early so we will be
unable to accept any late submis-
sions.

We will deliver as scheduled.

The office will be closed on Dec.
24 and Dec. 25.

The deadline for the Dec. 31, pa-
per will be Friday, December 26
by 10:00 a.m. We will again be
going to print early and unable to
accept any late submissions.

The office will be closed on Dec.
31 and Jan. 1.

Thank you for your continued
support of the Falls City Journal.

County considers
partnering with
CHI Health
for Comeback
ERA Program

The Richardson County Board
of Commissioners gathered for a
regularly scheduled meeting on
Wednesday, December 10, 2025,
at the courthouse. All Board
members answered the roll call.

The meeting began with Coun-
ty Treasurer Amanda Bartek-
Ramsey presenting the Board
with a pledge to secure receipt
replacements.

Linda Volker, the Nemaha
County Grant Administrator, was
to present the Board with a mem-
orandum of understanding with
Pawnee, Johnson and Nemaha
counties, but she was unable to
attend.

Resolution 2025-2026-18 to ap-
prove a subdivision for Robert L.
Beckett and Sandra K. Beckett,
located in S11, T3N, RI14E, .66
acres, was approved.

The Board discussed and passed
amotion to accept a proposal from
Mid-Continental Restoration Co.,
Inc. for repairs to the masonry
on the upper floor of the Court-
house. The bid proposal entails
the 4th floor north elevation and
3’ around the corner on the east
and west elevations. The bid price
for the job was $42,455.00, and
the project is slated to start and be
completed in 2026. The company
will fix all joints and remove six
sets of window bars, cutting the
metal brackets embedded in the
brickwork flush. Once all the bars
are removed, the remaining ex-
posed metal in the brick will be
primed and painted.

Highway Superintendent Steve
Darveau Jr. met with the Board,
updating them on road and bridge
maintenance and discussed price
increases from Martin-Marietta.
Rock prices will rise by 7 per-
cent, effective January 1, 2026.
The Weeping Water plant will
charge $24.05 per ton for crusher
runs and $33.30 per ton for clean
stone. The plant at DuBois will
charge $24.05 for 1 ' crusher run

(Continued on Page 3)
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