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ADVERTISED IN THIS WEEKS PAPER

December

4 Holland Estate Tag Sale
#2 at 904 Wilson St.
4-6 PM

5 Holland Estate Tag Sale
#2 at 904 Wilson St.
9-4 PM

6 RC Historical Society
Museum Christmas Tea

“Vintage Christmas
Carols” 1401 Chase, 2PM

Holland Estate Tag Sale
#2 at 904 Wilson St.
9-4 PM

12- Brownville Concert
14 Series, Carole Bufford

26 Early deadline for the
12/31 edition of the
Falls City Journal-
10:00AM.

SACRED HEART
& HTRS Winter
Sports Preview

- Pages 6 & 7

Thanks to our
sports page advertisers!

Tiger Preview next week

THESE GREAT PLACES

ARE HIRING!

» Magnolia Metal Corp.

* Nemaha County Hospital

« HTRS Public School

* Smart Chicken

¢ Southeast District Health Dept.
* Sabetha Community Hospital
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Falls City’s Lighted Christmas Parade: The chilly wind didn’t stop families from filling Stone Street Friday night for the Lighted
Christmas Parade. The community watched as all kinds of brightly lit unique vehicles moved down the street tossing out treats and sur-
prises along the way. Santa ended the route and many young faces lit up when they saw him moving towards his final destination to hear
the wishes of our youngest residents. Shoppers visited stores that stayed open for the evening kicking off another holiday season.

Council revisits wage vote

The Journal printed prior to the meeting, full coverage will fol-
low online for subscribers and in our next print edition.

The Falls City Council reconvened Monday December 1 to ad-
dress the disputed non union wage vote taken November 19. The
Falls City Journal went to press before the meeting took place, and
full coverage of the council’s discussion and final action will ap-
pear online and in next week’s printed edition.

The meeting followed two weeks of conflicting interpretations
regarding which wage resolution had been adopted. The motion
stated publicly on November 19 referenced the earlier November 3
proposal. Several members later said they believed they voted on
the version discussed November 17.

City Attorney Michael Dunn stated in a written legal opinion
ahead of Monday’s meeting attached to the agenda packet that the
motion and public vote legally adopted the November 3 resolution.
Dunn advised that if the council intended to act on the November
17 wage scale instead, it would need to rescind the prior action and
vote again in open session.

(Continued on Page 4)

Local schools make tough
decisions to opt down for football

On Monday, November 24,
2025, the Falls City School
Board voted unanimously to
move the Tiger football pro-
gram from 1l-man to 8-man
for the next two-year cycle. All
school board members were
present for the special meeting.

The meeting on Monday held
historical significance with the
Tiger football program at the
forefront of discussions.

No public comments were
provided regarding the 8-man
versus 11-man topic.

High School Principal Ethan
Sullivan and Assistant Prin-

Community Medical Center in Falls City,
Nebraska, was recently recognized at the 2025
Nebraska Critical Access Hospitals and Rural
Health Clinics Conference on Quality, held at the
Younes Conference Center in Kearney, for their
excellence in Lung Cancer Screening.

Partnership for Quality Improvement

CMC has been working closely with Debra
Dougher, HQUIP Director, and Dr. Neville Irani,
HQUIP Founder, from HQUIP (Healthcare Qual-
ity Improvement Platform) to enhance their lung effective.

(Continued on Page 3)
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Community Medical Center recognized
for excellence 1n lung cancer screening

cancer screening program and reach more of
Richardson County’s eligible population.

Why Lung Cancer Screening Matters

Lung cancer can affect anyone, regardless of
smoking history. Environmental factors and ex-
posure play a critical role in lung cancer risk.
This recognition highlights CMC’s commitment
to raising awareness and improving access to
life-saving screening that can detect cancer be-
fore symptoms arise—when treatment is most

cipal/Athletic ~ Director  Gale
Dunkhas outlined the administra-
tor’s recommendation for switch-
ing to 8-man football.

Sullivan highlighted some key
points about participation num-
bers, saying that currently, two

(Please turn to Page 5)

Smiley Bee
Coflfee &
Sweets Shop
celebrates
ribbon cutting
in Falls City

Smiley Bee Coffee & Sweets
Shop has officially opened its
doors in downtown Falls City,
bringing with it a warm, com-
munity-centered  vision from
owner Ryan Schutte, a familiar
face in the local business scene
and longtime owner of KawreS
SuperStore. For Schutte, Smiley
Bee represents a dream that has
been years in the making, rooted
in childhood memories, a passion
for baking, and a desire to create
a welcoming gathering place for
the community.

Schutte’s love for cooking and
baking began long before adult-
hood. He recalls surprising his
parents with homemade treats for
anniversaries and family gather-
ings, even if those early attempts
weren’t always picture-perfect.
Over time, he honed his skills,
building a repertoire of recipes
that earned consistent praise from
friends and coworkers. About five
years ago, he began to seriously
envision a place that would com-
bine his talents with what he felt

(Continued on Page 3)
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