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26 10AM deadline for the
12/3 edition of the
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early.

Frontier Bank Closed
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Armbruster Motor Co.
Closed

Lighted Christmas Parade
down Stone Street 6PM
Santa, Sleigh Rides, Hot

Cocoa, Soup Supper &
Shopping

RC Courthouse Closed
Armbruster Motor Co.

27

28

Closed

Frontier Bank Closing at
1PM

Journal office open an

hour prior to the light-
ed Christmas parade for
treats and to pick up gift
subscriptions or to renew
or start a subscription.

Shop Small Saturday in

Falls City.
-See Page 12 for details

Christmas Vendor
Festival at Prichard
Auditorium 9AM-3PM
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December
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“Vintage Christmas
Carols” 1401 Chase, 2PM

Christmas in Brownville
starting at 10AM

Christmas Craft Fair
Candy & Cookie Walk
9AM-3PM Nemaha Co
Wellness Center, Auburn

9 Land Auction, FC Elks
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24 Frontier Bank Closed at
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Noon
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Council vote questioned amid conflicting
explanations, legal standards guide next steps

By Nikki and Brian McKim

A special meeting of the Falls City Council to set non-union wag-
es ended in confusion Wednesday after the council approved a mo-
tion referencing a November 3 wage proposal, while several coun-
cil members later said they believed they were voting on a differ-
ent proposal discussed on November 17. Conflicting explanations
from officials after the meeting prompted the Falls City Journal to
request the official written record.

The action taken by the council now depends on the exact wording
of the motion, the vote taken in public, and the minutes prepared

Parents only meeting held to
discuss Tiger football future

On Monday, November 17,
2025, parents and guardians of
Falls City Public School 8th
-11th grade football players were
invited to the High School li-
brary for a discussion on whether
to continue playing 11-man foot-
ball or falling to 8-man for two
years. Parents of 7th grade stu-
dents, students, assistant coaches

and the media were not permit-
ted in the meeting.

The following is a press release
issued by Falls City Administra-
tion. The following statement
is a summary of a meeting held
on November 17th, at the FCHS
Media Center. The criteria for
attendance at the meeting were
parents of current and prospec-

(Please turn to Page 5)

Falls City plans full weekend of
holiday events Nov. 28 and 29

Falls City will open the holiday season with a full weekend of
activities beginning Friday, Nov. 28, with the community’s annual

Lighted Christmas Parade.

by the city clerk. Under Nebraska law, the motion and the recorded
vote determine what was adopted, not the intent of individual mem-
bers or later verbal explanations.

City Administrator Anthony Nussbaum opened the meeting with
a prepared statement criticizing the management wage process. He
said some committee members did not attend the management wage
meeting and said two committee members who supported the com-
mittee’s recommendation later reversed their positions during the
public meeting two days earlier.

Nussbaum said, “What has happened today was unacceptable for
any city government.” He said the wage process for management
employees should mirror the method used for union negotiations
and said the management team “deserves stability” and “deserves
the same respect and process” used for union groups.

“That kind of reversal makes the entire process feel pointless. It
tells staff the time had no value. We took time away from our fami-
lies after hours to participate in the process, in a process that we
were told was going to matter. It tells the committee that their work
meant nothing. It signals to every municipal board in this City that
their decisions can be discarded on a whim.”

Nussbaum gave the council multiple documents. He said the No-
vember 3 management committee recommendation was unanimous.
He also presented an alternative option based on a proposal offered
by a council member at a previous meeting. He provided sheets out-
lining premium pay calculations for city administration staff based
on hours worked beyond 40 per week.

“So, my priority as City as a city administrator and a leader of
our management group is our management team deserves stabil-
ity. They deserve fairness and deserve closure on this item,” stated
Nussbaum.

After the council examined the documents dispersed by Nussbaum,
Council Member Don Ferguson made the motion that later became
the focus of dispute.

“I would like to make a motion that we go back to what was origi-
nally proposed on November 3 with what the committee came out

November 13 — January 5

The parade will start at 6 p.m. on Stone Street and will feature
lighted vehicles and floats. Several activities will take place down-
town before and after the parade, including free horse drawn sleigh
rides, visits with Santa, children’s activities in an elves workshop,
a hot cocoa station, a soup supper and late night shopping at par-
ticipating businesses.

Holiday events will continue Saturday, Nov. 29, with Shop Small
Saturday. The promotion runs from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at participat-
ing Falls City businesses. Shoppers can enter the Jackpot Jingle for
a chance to win $500. Additional information about participating
businesses is available at fallscitychamber.com.

Prichard Auditorium will also host a Christmas Vendor Festival
on Saturday. The event is scheduled for 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at 312 W.
17th St. and will feature more than 50 craft and direct sales vendors
offering seasonal items and handcrafted goods.

The weekend lineup is organized to bring shoppers downtown,
support local businesses and mark the start of the holiday season in
Falls City. (Please turn to Page 12)

(Please turn to Page 8)

St. Paul’s Lutheran Church to offer
free homemade Thanksgiving meal

St. Paul’s Evangelical Luther-
an Church will provide a free
homemade Thanksgiving meal
Nov. 27 from 11 am. to 1 p.m.
The menu includes turkey,
dressing, mashed potatoes, gra-
vy, corn, rolls and pumpkin pie.
Drive-up and carry-out will be
available. Delivery will be of-
fered for shut-ins only.
Reservations are appreciated.

time, call the church office at
402-245-3828 or contact Elysia
McGill at 402-801-0521 by call
or text on or before Nov. 26.
Meals will be picked up at the
southeast ramp parking lot at
St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 20th and Towle Street
in Falls City.

Funds for the Thanksgiving din-
ner will be supplemented by a

To reserve a meal and pick-up Thrivent Action Team.

Each year the Falls City Journal in-
vites local students to share what they
are thankful for as Thanksgiving ap-
proaches. This year third and fourth
graders at Falls City Public Schools and first grade students at Falls
City Sacred Heart offered their own words of gratitude. Here is
what they said.

Mrs. Auffert’s Third Grade Class at Falls City Public School

I am thankful for....

My family and my dad and my mom and my cousins and sister.
Cateline H.

I am thankful for my friends, my mom and my dad and my Mrs.
Auffert and my cousins and my clothes and my shoes and my prin-
cipal and my school and God and jesus christ and my aunt and
uncle. Nori R.

I am thankful for my family. I am thankful for my pets. And my

friends and my
I AM THANKFUL FOR... | school. Ryder .

I am thankful for
helping others and
being kind and say-
ing my kind words
and saying hi or
hello and helping
my teacher Mrs.
Auffert and helping
my classmate.

Ember V.

Drawing by Haisley

(Continued on Page 4)

25MY Year Sales Event*

Colored by
Kyndall K.

My family, my friends, my school,
my fav aunt Aunt Lauri, my homes,
my cousins, my clothes, my iPad.

Leia M.

My mom and my dad and all of my sisters. I am also thankful for
my cats and my friends and my teacher. And all my classmates. |
am thankful for my cousins. I am thankful for my clothes. Maren P.

My family and frieands even my dogs my house car, teeth my prin-
cipal-my BFFs my grammas and my grampa, my peachers. That is
what I am thankful for. Alexs

Food, Heaven Hell, life, earth, the universe, space, time, reality,
animals, water, shelter, site, people, God, oxygen, aluminum, H20,
plants. Kylen

I am thankful for my family, school, food, Aunt Lari Jo, my dog,
my uncle Todd, Pikachu. Matteo T.

Mr. Balm’s Fourth Grade Class at Falls City Public School

I am thankful for...

My family and my I AM TH KFUI. FOR
dog. I am thankful pFr=>r VT | T R T —
for youtube.

Jahiem M.

I am thankful for
spending time with
my family.

Landon H.

I am thankful for
my teachers help-

Drawing by Max H.
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Making the courthouse
more festive discussed at
Commissioners meeting

The County Board met on Wednesday, November 19,
2025, at the Richardson County Courthouse. Commission-
ers Karas, Campbell and Caverzagie answered the roll call.

County Attorney Samantha Scheitel requested the ap-
proval of At-Scene, LLC for the subscription of iCrime
Fighter and Enterprise and iCrimeFighter.com Gold Pack-
age.

Scheitel advised the Board that the request was for the
same package she had asked for last year, which was due
for renewal.

The County Attorney stated that the package would cost
the county less than the prior year because she hadn’t used
as much as she had anticipated.

Scheitel told the Board that since the package hadn’t been
fully used, the company would discount this year’s price.

“This is based off of what we actually did use,” said
Scheitel. “It’s based off the number of cases you open; you
create.”

The County Attorney stated the subscription was includ-
ed within her budget.

Campbell made a motion, and Karas seconded to accept
the request for renewal. The motion passed.

Richardson County Sheriff Rick Hardesty met with the
Commissioners to discuss business at the Law Enforce-
ment Center.

Hardesty informed the Commissioners that the jail was
experiencing problems with the kitchen grease pit, which
was causing a smell throughout the facility.

Hardesty stated that floats and motors have been replaced
in an effort to remedy the problem.

The Sheriff also reported that the dishwasher in the jail
kitchen was not working properly, even after new sensors
had been installed.

“They changed all three sensors, and it’s still the same
problem,” said Hardesty.

Hardesty also informed the Commissioners that the jail
was currently housing 11 inmates, and he is still waiting to
hear if the department was approved for grants at the end
of November and another one that runs from December 12
to January 1.

Next, Clerk of County Court Bethany Godemann met
with the Board, asking them to consider purchasing and
installing Christmas decorations on the courthouse.

Godemann submitted a letter with several signatures in
support of adding decorations to the building.

“I think the courthouse needs to be more festive,” stat-
ed Godemann. “A lot of people who work in the building,
previously worked in the building, and community mem-
bers agree that it’s lacking in festive cheer.”

Godemann mentioned other courthouses in the state that
decorate for holidays, as well as the courthouse in Hi-
awatha.

She added that if hanging lights were an issue, large
Christmas wreaths over the entrances could be sufficient.

She also mentioned that installing lights on trees or
around the Statue of Liberty could be an option.

The Commissioners advised Godemann to obtain quotes
for the project and bring them back to the Board for further
discussion.

Commissioner Caverzagie made a motion to designate
The Falls City Journal LLC at 1709 Harlan Street as the
official county newspaper for 2026. The motion passed
3-0.

Claims were paid and the meeting was adjourned.
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All things Nebraska
We deserve transparency,
not ‘no comment’

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner

There’s an old saying about
government — “it’s not that
‘what is said isn’t so,” it’s
what is so isn’t said.”

So that means that someone
— maybe a state auditor, may-
be a whistleblower, but often
anews reporter — needs to dig
in and find out what is really
happening with our tax dol-
lars and state policies.

That’s why it was so disgust-
ing to read recently about our
“Secretary of War’s” crack-
down on access by reporters
to the Pentagon.

Pete Hegseth, a former Fox
News weekend host, is the
U.S. Secretary of Defense.
And it’s his opinion that re-
porting by a free press — a
right guaranteed in the Bill of
Rights — is somehow disrup-
tive to his job.

(President Trump wants to
change the title to Secretary
of War for some reason, but
he can’t do that without an
act of Congress, so I'm stick-
ing with the actual, legal title,
which is “Secretary of De-
fense.”)

So Hegseth wants report-
ers to sign what amounts to
a loyalty oath, pledging that
they will refrain from report-
ing about things his agency —
one of the largest and biggest
spenders in the federal gov-
ernment — has not authorized
to be revealed.

Reporters have long self-re-
strained from reporting on
troop movements and ongo-
ing military exercises that
would endanger soldiers.

But sometimes, reporters
find out “what is so” clash-
es with what’s been said and
have to report something.
Has anyone ever heard of the
Pentagon Papers?

That 1967 document, long
held in secret by the Penta-
gon, revealed that our coun-
try’s military leaders and
presidents had concluded
for years that a war in Viet-
nam was unwinnable. Yet our
leaders kept sending troops,
spending money and telling
us we could win until a cost-
ly war — in terms of lost lives
and wasted expenditures —
ended in 1975.

That was a document that
the Pentagon did not au-
thorize for release. It took a
whistleblower and reporters
and editors with the New
York Times in 1971 to tell us
the truth.

Let’s be honest, reporters
and editors aren’t very pop-
ular these days. Trump labels
them often as “enemies of the
people” and denigrates re-
porters and calls them insult-
ing names if they write things
he doesn’t like. He’s also
sued several news organiza-
tions over petty grievances.

Government officials, when
they screw up, would rather
not read about it on the front
page of a paper or a web-
site. Hegseth, I gotta believe,
wasn’t too happy when the
media revealed that details
of a secret air strike were
accidentally, and carelessly,
shared with the editor of a na-
tional magazine.

But consider this — do you
want government officials
to hand pick what we know
and shouldn’t know? You
trust them to always tell you
what’s going on, even when
that’s bad news?

Would you have rather not
heard what our governor
leaders really thought about
the Vietnam War?

I’ve seen this over and over
when covering Nebraska
state government. And while
I believe that the vast majori-
ty of folks who work in gov-
ernment are honest and want
to serve the public, there’s
those who figure they can cut
corners, enrich themselves,
and make their agency look
good.

All too often we get the re-
sponse, “no comment,” or

requests for comment are ig-
nored altogether. It used to be
that when you called a state
agency, even the governor’s
office, there was a chance
you could talk to the agency
director, a top administrator,
or the governor themselves.
But now, nada. It’s most often
“email a couple of questions
and we’ll get back to you,”
which results in half-answers
and non-answers.

We need reporters, as well
as inspector generals and au-
ditors, to provide an essential
double check on our govern-
ment.

Please know, it’s not the job
of a reporter to take down ev-
erything a governor or pres-
ident says and accept that
what they provided must be
true. “Trust but verify” was
Ronald Reagan’s famous
warning. So that means fact
checking what’s being said,
and doing some background
work.

We spend more than $900
billion on defense. That’s
dollars you and I pay as taxes.
We deserve to know, exact-
ly, how our money is being
spent, and that it’s not being
spent on $300 toilet seats or
billion-dollar warships or jets
that don’t operate as intend-
ed.

Almost every reporter from
a legitimate news outlet
turned in their Pentagon press
passes in response to the aw-
ful new rules proposed by
Hegseth. And rightly so.

The last thing we need is
some bureaucrat spoon-feed-
ing us what he believes we
should, and shouldn’t, know
about how our dollars are be-
ing spent.

Paul Hammel has covered the
Nebraska state government and
the state for decades. Prior to his
retirement, he was senior contrib-
utor with the Nebraska Examiner.
He was previously with the Oma-
ha World-Herald, Lincoln Journal
Star and Omaha Sun. A native of

Ralston, Nebraska, he loves travel-
ing and writing about the state.

www.paulfelcartoons.com

@ zozs

paulfel.substack.com

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: THANKSGIVING

ACROSS

1.Fresh Prince: *“_____ ya later!”
6. Say “no”

9.“Nana” author ...mile ____
13. Capital of Vietnam

14. The home of the brave, acr.
15. Increase rpms (2 words)

16. Like yesteryear

17. Rejuvenating spot

18. Like a solder at attention
19. *Pumpkin pie or pecan pie,
eg

21. *Plymouth _____

23. Seek damages

24. Light on one’s feet

25. Like The Beatles

28. Certain blast’s origins

30. *What tom said

35. Iranian money

37. Precedes GPT

39. Water nymph

40. Wisconsin’s western neigh-
bor

41. One tenth

43. Mountain, in Germany
44.The Statue of Liberty island
46. Cat sound

47. Instinctive motive
48.1970s dance clubs

50. Do like buffaloes

52. Distress acronym

53. Opposite of genuine

55. Bow or bolo

57. *Moisturizing kitchen tool
60. *Turkey prepared certain
way

64. Bottom line

65. Pub offering

67. Alley cat,e.g.

68. Extreme suffering

69. International help, e.g.

70. Bullwinkle J.

71. Fitness facilities

72. July-August sign of Zodiac
73. More so than #12 Down

DOWN

1.Not barefoot

2. Gender checkbox

3. Peters out

4. Loamy deposit

5. Form a queue (2 words)

6. Head and shoulders sculpture
7. Venomous snake

8. Civil rights organization, acr.
9. Whole number between -1
and 1

10. *Biscuit baker

11. *She took away the football
from Charlie Brown

12. Mentally quick, e.g.

15. Put trust in (2 words)

20. Respond

22. Website address ending

24. Eminence

25. *Deep-____, turkey pre-
pared certain way

26. White condiment

27. Sheds tears

29. *Mayflower

31. Hindi courtesy title

32. Coffin holders

33. One of Florida Keys

34. Ruler sides, e.g.

36. Not of the cloth

38. Through, to a poet

42. Muse of love poetry

45. “Killing Me _____ with His
Song”

49. Fraternity letters

51. Unwholesome atmosphere
54. Cattle enclosure in African
village

56. Bar, legally

57. Unidentified aircraft

58. Niels Bohr’s study object
59. Without, § Paris

60. Overhaul

61. *Turkey , 5K run
62. “At !” military com-
mand

63. Indigo user
64.“You’re it” game
66. Rest in state
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published.

Falls City, NE 68355.
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Council votes against non-union pay scale
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Three days after suspending the license for Mom’s Spot, the County Board retre@&ping the monthly sti- SWgrthh’. Fouraker, Kasterthe Power Plant SCADA
its suspension, stating it may have acted hastily. pend to $150 across theald RUIZ. . Controls Upgrade Proj-
Dr. S.D. Cowan announced that his son, Dr. S.D. Cowan Jr., who graduated B@ad for the City Ad- In another action, the gct, '
1IRUWKHUQ ,O00LQRLYV &ROOHJH RI 2SWRPHWU\ ZRXUstatery Reppty @WQ%E%'@WW%{E‘O‘?E‘%@P( Khe meg@ting Lwask pA-F H
at 1606 Stone Street. Clerk, Deputy Treasurer, Plication” to D - journed at 6:57 p.m.
Pawnee City walloped Table Rock 53-26 to open the basketball season. Ned Edkhighof Police, Assistant
led Pawnee City with 20 points, while Jim Bennett scored 11 and Chuck Jensen &duetiof Police, Parks and

10 for Table Rock. Recreation Director and
Public Works Director.
50 Years Ago, November 26, 1975 to December 2, 1975 Another change was

Over six inches of snow was deposited in Falls City, making roads snow-packetianieduce the severance
slick. The snow forced the cancellation of school at Dawson-Verdon, while Southesadtage from 1 year to 3

Consolidated dismissed early at 1:30. months for the City Ad-
Tom Castle, West Des Moines, lowa, was named the National High School Debatistrator and Chief of
Coach of the Year. Police.

The Falls City High School cast of “The Sound of Music” received a personal blegsitimately, the commit-
ing and best wishes from Baroness von Trapp, the real-life Maria of the stage. Mraeeonproposed dropping
Trapp was a friend of Mrs. John Morehead, whose hometown of Burlington, Vernthst, Administrator’'s hour

was near Stowe, VT, home of the Trapp Family Lodge. O\ VDODU\ E\. WKH AUVW

*LEVRQ:-V 3DPLGD DGYHUWLVHG D IRRW VFRWHRKgab 88 the Bsblcdhd Aahd- DO WUHH IRU DQ HOHFWULF
football game for $5.97 and an 8-track stereo music center for $129.88. $1.34 the third. The Pub-

It was reported that Caroline Kennedy celebrated her 18th birthday in London wiith @/orks Director’s sal-
modest hamburger and a glass of wine at Morton’s Restaurant. ary would fall by $7.50

The United States Postal Service posted new limits on overtime and hiring extrpy KRXU LQ WKH AUVW \HDU
ZRUNHUV GXH WR LWV PLOOLRQ D GD\ GHAFLWqgro by $2.80 in the sec-

Bill Bruhn would lead the John Eickhoff-coached Dawson-Verdon Jets basketh@dl year, and increase
team. Bruhn led the team with 652 points the year before and had a three-year tg{al €0 02 in year three,
1,227. compared to the previous

William Parchen Morsman, Master Photographer, passed away at 58. Mr. Morsq@hbers.
owner of Morsman Studio, had one of the highest ratings of photographers in the Un}j;ﬁgr a discussion, coun-

States. ci:s%rson Fouraker asked

The Journal announced the marriage of Anito Santo to Brad Nolte. The Immacy he was the onl ‘
&RQFHSWLRQ &KXUFK LQ 5XOR KRVWHG QHDUO\ e E%E-IPZ)WO é%]lérWKH QXSWLDOV 0UV 7LP 3AVWHU
eﬁxprevious negotiation

was the matron of honor, while Sean Nolte was the best man. th
Two Falls City Bowling League teams, Bonnie’s Beauty Shop and Imogen’s Be.ég mittees. He then made
fiibtion for a one-year

m

Shop, participated in the Women'’s Tourney at Sky Lanes in Omaha. Lymonine PIB
bowled a 378 for Imogene’s. Shirley Milam, 528; Mary Schulenberg, 356; Kay Walt A
545; and Kathryn Hansen, 561. For Bonnie’s, Norma Smith had a 445; Mickey PE%FRS \évtlég gavrr\1/e ai LtrY(\a/ K WKH EHQHAW
460; Viv Zeigler, 619; Bev Koopman, 511 and Bonnie Hullman had a 413. fior gar n n |

2KLR 6W UXQQLQJ EDFN $UFKLH *ULIAQ EHFDPH 2&'}9}; %%?l{vh'/ﬂ W& ELUWERG HLVPDQ 7TUR-
SKLHV *ULIAQ AQLVKHG KLV FDUHHU ZLWK \D % |twasc|b f)]Ieted

Mr. and Mrs. John Eickhoff were the parents of a daughter born in Hamburg, 1A. = 5
or Elizabeth was welcomed home by two brothers, Jamie and Jeremy. nanl:éial\é le_e|rez f_l;' Up';(')_ WKH FLWA-V A-

25 Years Ago, November 26, 2000 to December 2, 2000 posed $55.29 per hour for

The Falls City Jaycees presented checks totaling $2,655 to civic and volunteer%@ﬁgmgﬁibsﬁrcamv\;érig?’bﬁ?

nizations in the area.

It was announced that the 36th annual Community Carol Sing, sponsored by the &if¥ and $51.92 for the
City Area Fellowship of Churches, would be held on December 10 at Prichard AudftdHe! of PO'[Ce- The oth-
um. The Falls City Middle School band and choral groups from Falls City High ScléoP0sitions’ pay would
and Sacred Heart would join traditional favorites the Joy Belles and Cleftsmen. émain as previously rec-

Behind pins from Anders Erickson, Jake Harkendorff, Andy Dunn, Chris Volinfgfmended. _
Dana Dill and Shane Vollmer, FC whipped Nebraska City 45-26 to open the 2000 wiesuncilperson F. Kill-

tling season. ingsworth seconded the
Lee Hullman scored eight points and Mark Dunn added six as the Tiger seventh-graden.
basketball team improved to 6-0 with a 37-12 win over Pawnee City. Councilperson Leyden

Four-H leaders were honored for their years of service at the annual Richardson disghssed displeasure in
ty 4-H Leadership Banquet held at Country Catering. Those honored included B&riglelays, stating, “Am |
Goltz (10), Mark Huppert (1), Denise Schawang (1), Susan Nutzman (5), LaRita Wetg? When we left the
(10), Lana Willman (20), Joyce Huppert (20) and Jan Duerfeldt (1). other night, saying Hey,

The fourth annual Tour of Homes included seven stops. The list included Al and Kaighise all happy with this,
Hamilton, the Nick and Laural Harling, Mark and Angie Hillyard, Tom and Barb Hine all agreed. We shook
richs, Bob and Judy Ivey, Bill and Debbie Palmer, and Donnie and Julie Stice.  hands, we all left.”

The BPO Does met at the Elks Lodge with Jean Saal
giving the courtesy report and Glenda Bippes reporting
on the auction and soup supper.

The Arrow Twin Theatre in Hiawatha showed “The
Grinch” and “Meet the Parents.”

Brian Bauman scored 18 points, and Kris Glathar added
16, but it wasn't enough as DV fell to Bern 76-59 to begin
the 2000 basketball season. .

OLGODQG 9LOOD QQXUVLQJ KRPH UHFHLYHG QRWLAFDWLRQ IURP
the Nebraska Department of Health and Human Services
WKDW LW ZDV GHAFLHQF\ IUHH 7KH IDFLOLW\ SDVVHG ERWK WKH
KHDOWK GHSDUWPHQW DQG WKH AUH PDUVKDO-V VXUYH\



