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Heritage Falls Holiday 
Open House 9-6PM

Heritage Falls Holiday 
Open House 9-6PM

15 Verdon’s Soup Cook 
Off Verdon Community 
Building, 406 Main St., 
4-8PM

December

9 Land Auction, FC Elks 
Club, 11AM

ZCBJ Hall DuBois, 
Greg’s Good Time Polka 
Band, 7PM

Early deadline for the 
12/3 edition of the Falls 
City Journal-10:00AM
Office Closed early.

26

Douglas John Gibson (Hoot), 
90, of Newport Beach, Califor-
nia, passed away on October 14, 
2025 leaving behind a legacy of 
strength, laughter and a beautiful 
family.

Born in Columbus, Nebraska 
on April 6, 1935, Hoot was the 
oldest of 10 children; five boys 
and five girls. He was raised in 
Falls City, Nebraska and grew 
up with a competitive spirit and 
an athletic drive that couldn’t be 
matched. Whether on the field, 
court or track, or in everyday life, 
he brought passion, discipline, 
creativity and comical antics to 

Douglas “Hoot” 
Gibson passes 

away at 90

Falls City’s project to move 
downtown electric utilities un-
derground is advancing with 
cutovers now underway, ac-
cording to a public update re-
leased Nov. 3 by the City of 
Falls City.

Watts Electric, the contractor 
on the job, has started transfer-
ring individual properties from 
overhead electric lines to the 
recently installed underground 
system. The company is reach-
ing out to each affected cus-
tomer to schedule temporary 
power outages as the cutover 
work progresses. The update 
states that outages will vary 
based on the complexity of a 
service connection and are typ-
ically expected to last between 
one and five hours.

The work is organized in 
four phases, based on alley lo-
cations within the downtown 
area. Properties adjacent to al-
leys inside these zones will be 
part of the transition. A project 
map shows the designated ar-
eas and the planned order of 
work.

Phase One cutovers began 
the week of Oct. 27 and are 
expected to continue for about 
three weeks. Phase Two is 
scheduled to begin after Phase 
One and continue into early 
December. Cutover schedules 
for Phases Three and Four have 
not yet been set.

Once Phases One and Two 
are completed, the city plans to 

Downtown 
underground 

electric 
project enters 

next phase

Country Jamboree at 
Stanton Lake, 6:30PM

NioCorp Town Hall 
Meeting at Elk Creek 
Community Center. 
12 PM and 5PM

A large contingent of Falls City citizens filled 
City Hall on Monday, November 3, 2025, for the 
regularly scheduled city council meeting. Ap-
proximately 23 local taxpayers were present for 
the meeting, which included an agenda item to 
approve non-union wage scales and benefits for 
2026, 2027, and 2028. 

City Administrator Anthony Nussbaum present-
ed the Board updates, noting the hiring of Storm 
De La Cruz as a power plant operator, Laney 
Craine as an accounts clerk, Terry Howard as a 
public works/utility technician, Megan Stamper 
as Deputy City Treasurer, Sierra Flint as Deputy 
City Clerk and John Watlington as public works/
utility foreman. Nussbaum also noted the hiring of 

a water plant technician on Monday to backfill a 
position and made an offer to a police officer. 

Nussbaum noted the City had initiated an Eco-
nomic Development Grant, in conjunction with 
EDGE and SENDD, to pursue up to $5 million 
in federal money for the new electrical substation 
project. 

He also reported that the wastewater force main 
project was nearing completion. The Downtown 
Electric Project is also moving forward, with 
Phase 1 of the customer cutovers starting in Oc-
tober and continuing with coordination among 
property owners and customers. Demolition of the 
existing overhead structures will begin in January 
2026. 

City council votes against proposed 
pay raises for non-union employees

VETERANS DAY SECTION SUPPORTED BY COUNTY BUSINESSES RAISES FUNDS 
FOR LOCAL VETERANS: Assistant County Veterans Service Officer James Kirkendall accepts a 
check from Falls City Journal Advertising Director, Alex McKim. Five hundred and twenty-five dollars 
was donated to the Richardson County Veterans Aid Fund. The fund is utilized by veterans and their 
dependents in times of need due to unforeseen emergencies. To be eligible, a veterans must have served 
on active duty, received an honorable discharge and meet specific residency and income requirements. 
The assistance can cover food, shelter, fuel, clothing, medical, dental and surgical items. The support 
is intended for temporary emergency assistance. The aid can be dispersed to utility companies, funeral 
homes, landlords or through vouchers. Assistant County Veterans Service Officer James Kirkendall said 
the need for the fund will increase, especially with the rising costs of goods and services. The donation 
was made possible by local businesses that purchased advertising in the Journal’s Veterans Day section 
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Holland Estate Tag Sale 
1117 Fulton Street 9-4PM

These great places
are hiring!

• Magnolia Metal Corp.
• Nemaha County Hospital
• HTRS Public School
• Sac and Fox Nation
• Southeast District Health Dept. 
• CW Mill Equipment Co.

FIRE DAMAGES SHOP ON SOUTH FULTON STREET WEDNESDAY AFTERNOON: Fire-
fighters from multiple departments responded to a shop fire at 402 South Fulton St. around 3:30 p.m. 
last Wednesday. Heavy black smoke was visible as crews from Falls City Fire Department, Falls City 
Rural Fire, Falls City Ambulance and Richardson County Emergency Management arrived on scene.

According to Falls City Fire Department Public Information Officer Jon McQueen, the fire appears 
to have started when sparks from a grinder ignited nearby combustibles. The building, owned by 
Easm Hollens, contained a 2011 Ford F-250 at the time. Preliminary damage estimates for the truck, 
contents, and structure are around $100,000. 

Falls City Fire responded with two engines, while Falls City Rural Fire assisted by refilling booster 
tanks. In total, 23 firefighters were on scene. A hydrant located west of the property was inspected 
but not used. Six firefighters remained at the location for about two hours to extinguish hot spots. 
One person was transported to Community Medical Center for possible smoke inhalation. No further 
information on their condition was immediately available. (Photo by Alex McKim)



“Sez-I” Letters to the Editor
We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-I’s.”  All letters sent to the Falls 

City Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification. 
We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste, 

libelous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be 
published. 
Letters may be e-mailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street, 

Falls City, NE 68355.
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All things Nebraska
Political musical chairs has a 
resignation, an appointment, 
and a campaign suspended

By Paul Hammel, Retired 
Senior Reporter for Nebras-
ka Examiner
There’s a game of musical 

chairs going on at the State 
Capitol, and who gets a 
chair is in question.
Last week, former State 

Sen. Tom Briese of Albion 
announced his resignation 
as State Treasurer.
It’s not often that someone 

gives up such a politically 
safe constitutional office to 
go back to the farm; usually, 
it’s to take a better job.
I think back to 2001 when 

then-State Treasurer Dave 
Heineman gave up that job 
to be appointed lieutenant 
governor under then Gov. 
Mike Johanns after Johann’s 
second-in-command, Dave 
Maurstad, left to take a post 
in Washington.
There was also former Lt. 

Gov. Maxine Moul who 
gave up that mostly ceremo-
nial post in 1993 to be ap-
pointed head of the Nebras-
ka Department of Economic 
Development. 
Moul always said she gave 

up the cushy lieutenant gov-
ernor’s post because of her 
interest in rural econom-
ic development. But there 
was always speculation that 
there were other reasons.
Briese’s resignation comes 

as the current occupant 
of his old legislative seat, 
State Sen. Dan McKeon of 
Amherst, is under fire for 
being too touchy-feely with 
a female legislative staffer 
at a post-2025 session gath-
ering at the Lincoln Coun-
try Club. 
Pillen called for McKeon 

to resign after the freshman 
state senator was cited for 
misdemeanor public inde-
cency by the State Patrol. 
McKeon, though, has said 
he’s not quitting.
Briese’s exit was also an-

nounced a couple hours af-
ter a former state senator, 
Julie Slama, made known 
her candidacy for State 
Treasurer.
Cue the musical chairs 

tunes.
Briese, who is 66 and was 

a champion of property 
tax relief during his seven 
years in the Unicameral, 
has insisted that he is quit-
ting to return to his farm 
and his family, who lived in 
the vicinity, and that he has 
no desire to return to the 
Legislature.
He left the Unicameral in 

2023 to be appointed State 
Treasurer when John Mu-
rante decided to resign to 
take a higher-paying job as 
head of the Nebraska Pub-
lic Employees Retirement 
System (Murante has since 
quit that post to become a 
lobbyist).
Meanwhile, Pillen quickly 

appointed Fremont Mayor 
Joey Spellerberg to replace 
Briese and become the next 
State Treasurer. Because 
Spellerberg was appointed 
more than two years prior 
to the end of the Treasur-
er’s term, he qualifies to be 
re-elected twice prior to be-
ing term limited, meaning 
he could serve 10 years.
That has led to some spec-

ulation within the “Hall of 
Hot Winds” (the Capitol) 
that Briese scheduled his 
resignation so that Pillen 
could appoint someone 
who could conceivably 
serve more than two, four-
year terms. Gotta say, the 
rumor mill at the Capitol 
never runs short of grist. 
Anyway, Slama had been 

rumored prior to last week 
to be interested in run-
ning for State Treasurer. 
But two days after saying 

she was a candidate (and 
had $150,000 in campaign 
funds to do it) she “sus-
pended” her campaign and, 
after talking to Spellerberg, 
endorsed him.
Interesting how politics 

works. Three years ago, 
Slama was probably the 
reason Pillen became gov-
ernor instead of Charles 
Herbster. 
Slama, unlike at least 

seven other women who 
claimed that Herbster had 
once groped them, was 
willing to be named in an 
article, which led to some 
mighty bad publicity for 
the Falls City businessman 
just prior to the 2022 GOP 
primary (which Pillen won 
by just over 10,000 votes). 
Herbster, by the way, de-
nied he groped anyone.
But since then, Pillen has 

reportedly cooled on Sla-
ma, who opposed some of 
his property tax relief pro-
posals. Makes you wonder 
where Slama would find 
more financial backing.
This all comes as Herbster, 

who is tight with President 
Donald Trump, is rumored 
to be gearing up for a 
last-second run against Pil-
len for the GOP nomination 
for governor next spring.
So get ready for some 

more musical chairs with 
Herbster, reportedly, seek-
ing to replace Pillen at the 
Governor’s Residence.
Paul Hammel has covered the 

Nebraska state government and 
the state for decades. Prior to 
his retirement, he was senior 
contributor with the Nebraska 
Examiner. He was previously 
with the Omaha World-Herald, 
Lincoln Journal Star and Oma-
ha Sun.  A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling 
and writing about the state.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: IN THE WOODS

DOWN
1. Singular of #1 Across
2. *Woodpecker’s pecker
3. *One lost in the woods
4. Posture
5. Boy Scout’s badge
6. “Fear of Flying” author ____ 
Jong
7. *Furniture wood
8. *Conifer’s dropping
9. Peters out
10. Def Leppard’s “Rock of 
____”
11. Psychedelic drug, acr.
13. St. Valentine, e.g.
14. Equip again
19. One of Seven Dwarfs
22. Rejuvenating spot
23. ____ Arabia
24. Wrinkle-prone fabric
25. Declaration of Indepen-
dence, e.g.
26. 2002 Winter Olympics state
27. Mother-of-pearl
28. Weasel’s cousin
29. *Golf’s great
32. Catch one’s breath
33. A in MOMA
36. *Scientific study in wood-
lands
38. Meteorologist’s tool
40. Nile reptile
41. Masculine one and proud of 
it, pl.
44. Theater greeter
46. Something extraordinary
48. “Mea ____,” or “my fault”
49. Hailing from the East
50. Type of salmon
51. *Seed covering
52. *Trunk growth
53. Sty cry
54. Speck
55. Recipe amt.
58. Go-ahead

ACROSS
1. Flows’ partners
5. “When Harry ____ Sally...”
8. Sound of laughter
12. *”Hide” behind the bush
13. BÈbÈ’s mother
14. *Age units in the woods
15. Rum cake
16. Placido Domingo’s solo, 
e.g.
17. Concluded
18. *”Into the Woods” star Anna
20. Come clean, with up
21. Terra ____
22. Urge Spot to attack
23. One of seven gnomes
26. Prior to the present (3 
words)
30. FEMA provisions, e.g.
31. Erratum, pl.
34. Int. org. in Brussels
35. Merge
37. Time frame
38. Right-hand page
39. 1920s art style
40. Cause of wheezing
42. Like The Hot Chili Peppers
43. ____ God we ____,” on 
U.S. currency
45. Some vipers
47. Clairvoyant’s gift
48. Source of chocolate
50. Form of payment
52. *Edible fungus
55. Multi-layered cake
56. MÈlange
57. Utah’s national park
59. Bake an egg
60. Plural of #22 Down
61. *”____ the Woods” play 
and movie
62. Prefix for multiple
63. Japanese honorific
64. Barely got by

By Jill Kruse, DO
People often talk about having a “gut feeling” or are 

told to “listen to their gut” when making a decision.  Do 
you know what your gut is trying to tell you?  There are 
multiple things that your digestive system can do to get 
your attention.  Do you know what your body is trying 
to tell you?  Here are some of the things your gut could 
be trying to say.

   Pain just below the breastbone that occurs soon after 
eating could be a sign of a stomach ulcer.  Pain that im-
proves with eating, but then comes back 2-3 hours after 
eating could be a sign of an ulcer in the small intestine 
right past the stomach.  The pain from ulcers is often de-
scribed as a burning pain.  This pain improves with acid 
blocking medication like a PPI (Proton Pump Inhibitor) 
or antacids. 

The gallbladder can also cause significant pain in the 
right upper part of the abdomen, especially after eat-
ing fatty foods.  Often this pain will radiate to the right 
shoulder or between the shoulder blades.  It can lead to 
significant nausea and diarrhea.  This pain usually will 
come and go.  It can become very severe if a small gall-
stone gets stuck in the bile duct between the gallbladder 
and the small intestine.  Infections of the gallbladder can 
cause fevers and chills as well.

Issues with the small intestine can also cause serious 
pain.  The condition of Irritable Bowel Syndrome (IBS) 
causes abdominal pain, bloating and changes in bow-
el movements.  IBS can cause severe diarrhea, severe 
constipation or both.  IBS is considered a diagnosis of 
exclusion since these symptoms can be caused by many 
other conditions like Microscopic Colitis, Celiac Dis-
ease, Crohn’s Disease, Ulcerative Colitis, Small Intes-
tine Bacterial Overgrowth, and even Colon Cancer.

However, it is important to note that not all pain in 
the stomach area is from the digestive system.  Heart 
attacks can also give symptoms of indigestion, nausea, 
vomiting, and stomach pain.  These subtle signs happen 
more frequently in women and can lead to delay in di-
agnosis.  Aortic dissections or ruptured aortic aneurisms 
can also cause severe, tearing pain in the abdomen that 
can radiate to the back or shoulders.

If you notice your gut trying to tell you something, 
listen and get it checked out by a doctor.  Many of these 
issues have similar or overlapping symptoms. Finding a 
physician who can order and interpret the right tests to 
find the answer is key. Your gut knows when something 
is wrong, and you should trust it.   Listen to your gut and 
stay healthy out there.

Dr. Jill Kruse is a hospitalist at the Brookings Health 
System in Brookings, SD. She serves as one of the Prai-
rie Doc Volunteer Hosts during its 24th Season provid-
ing Health Education Based on Science, Built on Trust. 
Follow The Prairie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org, Face-
book, Instagram, YouTube, and Tik Tok. Prairie Doc 
Programming includes On Call with the Prairie Doc®, 
a medical Q&A show (most Thursdays at 7pm on You-
Tube and streaming on Facebook), 2 podcasts, and a 
Radio program (on SDPB, Sundays at 6am and 1pm).
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75 Years Ago, November 12, 1950 to November 18, 1950
About 143 Richardson County students from 11 high schools took over the court-

house as part of a program sponsored by the American Legion. The program allowed 
students to see how county government operated. 

Tibet pleaded directly with the United Nations to intervene against the Chinese Com-
munist invasion of their country. 

A total of 217 parents visited the Falls City elementary schools during the American 
Education Week. 

William Goodin, a Humboldt druggist, was named the new president of the Humboldt 
Chamber of Commerce for 1951. Ivan Johnson was named vice president, and Neal 
Jenkins was chosen as secretary-treasurer. 

Fifteen members of the Rainbow Blue Birds met at the Presbyterian Church with their 
guardians, Mrs. Earl Tubach and Mrs. Kenneth Gaither. 

After a tentative experiment with a $1 price for haircuts and 75-cent shaves, some 
Falls City barbers went back to the 75-cent haircuts. At the same time, a beer price boost 
�D�O�V�R���À�]�]�O�H�G���R�X�W�����%�H�H�U���G�H�D�O�H�U�V���G�U�R�S�S�H�G���W�K�H���S�U�L�F�H���R�I���S�U�H�P�L�X�P���E�H�H�U�V���I�U�R�P���������F�H�Q�W�V���W�R��������
and 20 cents a bottle. 

Doris Day and Gordon MacRae starred in “Tea for Two” at the Rivoli Theater. 
�7�K�H���+�R�Q�H�\���&�U�H�H�N���V�F�K�R�R�O���K�H�O�G���L�W�V���D�Q�Q�X�D�O���S�D�U�W�\���D�Q�G���G�D�Q�F�H���Z�L�W�K���0�U�V�����*�D�U�À�H�O�G���/�X�V�H���D�Q�G��

Henry Bruhn furnishing the music. 
In Dawson news, Mr. and Mrs. Willie Fischer and Allen were Sunday dinner guests 

of Mr. and Mrs. LaVern Wert and family at Humboldt.
Approximately 55 men from Shubert, Nemaha and the McCandless and Boatman 

School Districts were on hand to help pick and haul corn for an ill Norman Kennedy. As 
many as 17 women were on hand serving dinner in relays to the workers. 

Falls City’s newest grocery store and meat market, “The Food Basket,” owned and 
operated by Mr. and Mrs. Joe Fleskoski, was set to open. Free ice cream, apples, cookies 
and milk were served at the grand opening. 

Ingram Yoder, son of Mr. and Mrs. Amos Yoder, arrived in Iquique, Chile, and took 
�R�Y�H�U���K�L�V���G�X�W�L�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���0�H�W�K�R�G�L�V�W���&�K�X�U�F�K���P�L�V�V�L�R�Q�D�U�\���À�H�O�G���D�V���D���W�H�D�F�K�H�U���D�W���W�K�H���,�T�X�L�T�X�H���(�Q-
glish School for a three-year term. 

Hinky Dink celebrated its 25th anniversary with a sale that included Armour’s Qual-
ity Smoked Hams for 89 cents per pound for center slices. 

�$���À�U�H���G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G���W�K�H���-�L�P���%�R�D�Q���&�U�H�D�P���D�Q�G���3�U�R�G�X�F�H���6�W�D�W�L�R�Q���L�Q���6�W�H�O�O�D�����0�U�����%�R�D�Q���D�Q�G���K�L�V��
family, who occupied one apartment and Eugene and Erin Bourke, who lived in another 
apartment in the building, escaped uninjured. The two-story building was originally a 
hotel built in 1905 by James Overman. 

�%�R�E���+�R�S�H���À�O�H�G���D���������P�L�O�O�L�R�Q���O�L�E�H�O���V�X�L�W���D�J�D�L�Q�V�W���/�L�I�H���0�D�J�D�]�L�Q�H�����F�K�D�U�J�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���W�K�H���S�H�U�L-
odical implied that he stole jokes. 

Groucho, Chico and Harpo Marx starred in “A Night at the Opera,” which was shown 
at the Oil City Theater in Falls City. 

50 Years Ago, November 12, 1975 to November 18, 1975
The Chevrolet dealership in Humboldt was under new ownership. The business, lo-

cated at 828 Third Street, was now the Kean-Albin Chevrolet, Inc. The company was 
formerly Taylor Chevrolet. The new owners were Joe Albin and Eugene Kean. 

The Bicentennial Flag presentation, the observance of Veterans Day, and the opening 
of a time capsule buried 50 years ago were held in the City Park in Humboldt. 

A 240-acre tract of land south of Stella was sold at auction at the Community Building 
in Stella to Gordon Gossman of Lincoln for approximately $415 per acre. 

A beefburger basket and a small drink were 78 cents at Dairy Dip at 14th and Lane 
Street. 

Tim Kean, 14, received a highly superior rating in the Baldwin Piano auditions at 
Westbrook Music Building in Lincoln.

 For Sale—1968 Dodge Polara, new battery and rubber, $200. 
Three Falls City High Chorus students were selected as members of the Nebraska 

All-State Chorus. The list included JoEllen Groothuis, Patty Zinn and Doug Appleoff. 
�� �/�L�T�X�L�G�� �I�H�U�W�L�O�L�]�H�U�� �O�R�D�G�L�Q�J�� �7�H�U�P�L�Q�D�O�� �1�R���� �������� �R�I�� �W�K�H�� �:�L�O�O�L�D�P�V�� �%�U�R�W�K�H�U�V�� �3�L�S�H�O�L�Q�H�� �&�R����

�E�H�F�D�P�H���R�S�H�U�D�W�L�R�Q�D�O���Z�K�H�Q���������������J�D�O�O�R�Q�V���R�I���O�L�T�X�L�G���I�H�U�W�L�O�L�]�H�U���Z�H�U�H���O�R�D�G�H�G���L�Q�W�R���W�K�H���W�D�Q�N���R�I��
a bulk carrier. The facility included two large tanks, one holding 90,000 barrels of fer-
�W�L�O�L�]�H�U���D�Q�G���W�K�H���R�W�K�H�U���D�E�R�X�W�����������������E�D�U�U�H�O�V���I�R�U���D���W�R�W�D�O���R�I���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�����������������������J�D�O�O�R�Q�V����

The Rulo Green Thumb crew, consisting of Morgan Snyder, Tom Grehse, Emil De-
liuse, Bill Johnson and Orville Honea, was working on the gable-type roof of the new 
shelter house in the Rulo City Park. The group had also been busy at the Rulo Audito-
rium. 

�3�L�]�]�D���+�X�W���L�Q���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���D�G�Y�H�U�W�L�V�H�G���D���V�D�Q�G�Z�L�F�K���D�Q�G���V�D�O�D�G���O�X�Q�F�K���V�S�H�F�L�D�O���I�R�U����������������
The junior class at Dawson-Verdon High School presented a three-act play, “So This 

Is Bliss.” Steve Lyons, Debbie Heineman, Dudley Baker, Barb Auxier, and Toni DeRo-
in played prominent roles. 

Falls City High School athletes Bill Jahn, Tim Wilson, Jim Farmer and Harry Kirken-
dall were named to the Twin Rivers Conference All-Star Team. 

Bill Bruhn and Jim Balke led the 7-3 DV Jets and were named All-Conference. Bruhn 
�À�Q�L�V�K�H�G���W�K�H���V�H�D�V�R�Q���Z�L�W�K���������������\�D�U�G�V���U�X�V�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���������W�R�W�D�O���W�R�X�F�K�G�R�Z�Q�V�����Z�K�L�O�H���%�D�O�N�H���D�Q-
chored the offensive line and caused four fumbles on defense. 

The Falls City Department Store advertised fountain specials every evening and slop-
py joe sandwiches for 33 cents from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. 

25 Years Ago, November 12, 2000 to November 18, 2000
The 43rd Army Band of the Nebraska National Guard entertained guests at Prichard 

Auditorium in conjunction with Veterans Day activities. Approximately 80 present and 
former members of Company B, Falls City’s National Guard Unit, and their spouses 
also attended a luncheon at the auditorium. 

�'�D�Q���:�H�Q�]�����)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\�����Z�D�V���V�H�O�H�F�W�H�G���D�V���´�6�W�X�G�H�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���4�X�D�U�W�H�U�µ���I�R�U���W�K�H���)�R�U�G���$�6�6�(�7��
program at Southeast Community College in Milford. 

Pat and Ken Vonderschmidt, of rural Salem, celebrated their 25th wedding anniversa-
�U�\���Z�L�W�K���D�Q���R�S�H�Q���K�R�X�V�H���D�W���W�K�H���6�H�Q�L�R�U���&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���&�H�Q�W�H�U����

�-�D�F�R�E���/�H�H���&�U�D�L�J�����V�R�Q���R�I���5�R�E�E�L�H���D�Q�G���:�H�Q�G�\���&�U�D�L�J�����Z�D�V���E�D�S�W�L�]�H�G���D�Q�G���F�H�O�H�E�U�D�W�H�G���K�L�V��
�À�U�V�W�� �E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�����$�� �G�L�Q�Q�H�U�� �D�Q�G�� �:�L�Q�Q�L�H���W�K�H���3�R�R�K�� �E�L�U�W�K�G�D�\�� �S�D�U�W�\�� �Z�H�U�H�� �K�H�O�G�� �D�W�� �W�K�H�� �6�H�Q�L�R�U��
�&�L�W�L�]�H�Q�V���&�H�Q�W�H�U����

Howells ended Sacred Heart’s football season with a 42-6 victory in the Class D1 
�V�H�P�L�À�Q�D�O�V�����6�D�F�U�H�G���+�H�D�U�W�V�·���V�H�D�V�R�Q���H�Q�G�H�G���D�W���������������D�Q�G���&�R�D�F�K���'�R�X�J���*�R�O�W�]�·�V���U�H�F�R�U�G���V�D�W���D�W��
151-14 after 14 years of coaching. 

�6�K�D�Q�Q�R�Q���6�W�H�P�S�O�H�����$�P�D�Q�G�D���5�X�L�]�����&�D�U�O�D���+�X�Q�]�H�N�H�U���D�Q�G���-�L�O�O���6�L�P�S�V�R�Q���D�O�O���U�H�F�H�L�Y�H�G���&�O�D�V�V��
�%���$�O�O���6�W�D�W�H���+�R�Q�R�U�D�E�O�H���0�H�Q�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U���V�R�I�W�E�D�O�O�����7�K�H���7�L�J�H�U�V���À�Q�L�V�K�H�G���Z�L�W�K���D���V�F�K�R�R�O���E�H�V�W������������
�À�Q�D�O���U�H�F�R�U�G�����5�X�L�]���Z�D�V���I�R�X�U�W�K���L�Q���&�O�D�V�V���%���Z�L�W�K���������5�%�,�����Z�K�L�O�H���U�D�Q�N�L�Q�J���W�K�L�U�G���Z�L�W�K���À�Y�H���K�R�P�H��
runs. Simpson’s nine doubles were also third. 

�+�R�Z�D�U�G�·�V���7�D�Y�H�U�Q���L�Q���6�K�X�E�H�U�W���D�G�Y�H�U�W�L�V�H�G���F�D�W�À�V�K���G�L�Q�Q�H�U�V���I�R�U���������������D�Q�G���F�K�L�F�N�H�Q���G�L�Q�Q�H�U�V��
for $5.75. 

�6�X�Q�0�D�U�W���D�G�Y�H�U�W�L�V�H�G�������O�L�W�H�U���3�H�S�V�L���S�U�R�G�X�F�W�V���I�R�U���������F�H�Q�W�V���D�Q�G���������R�]���F�R�Q�W�D�L�Q�H�U�V���R�I���0�L�Q�X�W�H��
Maid Orange Juice, 2/$3. 

Mark Bippes was named the Jaycees’ Outstanding Young Farmer at the Farmer-Cus-
tomer Appreciation Banquet at Prichard Auditorium. 

Workers from the Richardson County Roads Department called for more county 
board involvement in contract negotiations that had become stalled after an arbitrator’s 
decision over the summer. 

�7�K�H���À�U�V�W���W�H�D�P���3�L�R�Q�H�H�U���$�O�O���&�R�Q�I�H�U�H�Q�F�H���I�R�R�W�E�D�O�O���W�H�D�P���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���-�R�K�Q���%�D�U�Q�H�W�W�����+���7�5������
�$�Q�W�K�R�Q�\���:�H�D�Y�H�U���D�Q�G���%�U�R�Q�G�R�Q���%�R�Q�N�����6�+�������D�Q�G���%�U�H�Q�W���6�K�X�E�H�U�W�����6�(�������Z�K�L�O�H���À�U�V�W���W�H�D�P�H�U�V��
on the volleyball team included Allison Weaver and Katie O’Grady of SH and Dani 
Busboom of Freeman.

Nussbaum noted that the 
City will be putting the 
audit services out for re-
bid, as only one bid came 
in for those services. He 
also noted the airport is 
coordinating with NDOT 
Aeronautics for funding 
options for a future hangar 
project.  

In old business, the Sep-
tember 2025 Treasurer’s 
Report was approved. 

�)�D�O�O�V�� �&�L�W�\�� �F�L�W�L�]�H�Q�� �%�L�Q�J��
Bindrum met with the 
Council for the second 
time in two months to 
request action to restrict 
parking in the 900 block 
of Morton Street. Bin-
drum claims his neighbors 
continuously park across 
from one of his drive-
ways, making it nearly 
impossible to hook up to 
his trailers parked in that 
driveway. 

“All week there had been 
a vehicle parked direct-
ly across from the drive 
where I can’t back in and 
get by trailers,” said Bin-
drum. 

Bindrum claimed the 
neighbors in question have 
plenty of room to park in 
front of their own house or 
even across the street. He 
requests that they not park 
opposite his driveway. 

Councilperson Frank 
Killingsworth asked 
whether the City could 
paint the curbing behind 
his driveway yellow to 
prevent future parking. 

After a discussion, Kill-
ingsworth made a motion 
to put a no-parking sign 
along the street on the 
south half of the east side 
of the 900 block of Mor-
ton. The motion carried 
7-1, with councilperson 
Leyden voting nay. 

The Board passed a res-
olution declaring certain 
city property surplus and 
�D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�L�Q�J���L�W�V���V�D�O�H����

The Board passed a res-
olution to accept the do-
nation of the properties 
at 1511 and 1515 Stone 
Street from Dorothy Tow-
le. The parties agreed that 
the property has a fair 
market value of $27,500, 
and each side will pay half 
of the 2025 real estate tax-
es. 

The Board passed a res-
�R�O�X�W�L�R�Q�� �W�R�� �D�X�W�K�R�U�L�]�H�� �W�K�H��
Deputy City Clerk/Human 
Resources Coordinator 
and the Deputy City Trea-
surer/Utility Billing Man-
ager to sign, attest and cer-
tify municipal documents, 
records and instruments 
on behalf of the City Clerk 
and City Treasurer. 

A discussion was held 
regarding an amendment 
to Article 10, Pensions, for 
the Labor Agreement be-
tween the City and the In-
ternational Union of Op-
erating Engineers Local 
571. The Council voted to 
increase both the employ-
ee and employer retire-
ment contributions from 6 

City council votes against proposed 
pay raises for non-union employees

to 7 percent to align with 
�W�K�H���U�H�F�H�Q�W�O�\���U�D�W�L�À�H�G���,�%�(�:��
and CWA agreements. 
Councilperson Fouraker 
asked whether the 7% was 
the only change, to which 
Nussbaum responded, 
“Yep, all the other terms 
are the exact same.” 

The Council also passed 
a resolution allowing the 
City Administrator to ne-
gotiate for the purchase 
or option agreement of 
land for the new 115kV 
Electric Substation and to 
coordinate with SENDD 
and Falls City EDGE on 
grant funding applications 
for the Energy Forward 
Transmission Project. 
Nussbaum said that, ideal-
ly, the land should be ac-
quired, or at least the right 
to purchase, before apply-
ing for the grant. 

�´�:�H�·�Y�H�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G�� �D�� �I�H�Z��
lots around our power 
plant area,” said Nuss-
baum. 

At that time, Rodney Joy 
spoke from the crowd, 
stating that last week an 
individual from SENDD 
was on his property with-
out permission, scouting 
land options for the sub-
station. 

According to Joy, “He 
said, well, didn’t anybody 
contact you?” 

Joy said they had crossed 
his property to get to a “lit-
tle triangle” of UP’s down 
in the Roy’s addition. 

Joy advised the Council 
that there is no access to 
the property in question, 
to which Nussbaum said 
he agreed. 

“I would prefer you don’t 
put that in there,” said Joy. 
“Because we’re not going 
to grant you access.” 

�7�K�H�� �À�Q�D�O�� �L�W�H�P�� �R�Q�� �W�K�H��
agenda was a resolution 
approving non-union 
�Z�D�J�H�� �V�F�D�O�H�V�� �D�Q�G�� �E�H�Q�H�À�W�V��
�I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �À�V�F�D�O�� �\�H�D�U�V�� ������������
2027 and 2028. The City 
Council Negotiating Com-
mittee provided the pro-
�S�R�V�H�G�� �Z�D�J�H�� �À�J�X�U�H�V���� �7�K�H��
�Á�R�R�U���Z�D�V���R�S�H�Q�H�G���I�R�U���T�X�H�V-
tions and discussion, but 
there were none. Council 
member Ferguson made 
a motion to approve the 
resolution. There were no 
additional comments. The 
Council voted against the 
resolution 5-3. Council 
members Leyden, Fergu-
son and Buckminster vot-
ed yay, while F. Killing-
sworth, K. Killingsworth, 
�.�D�V�W�H�U���� �5�X�L�]�� �D�Q�G�� �)�R�X�U�D�N-
er voted nay. 

The proposal would 
have raised the City Ad-
ministrator’s salary to 
roughly $156,000 per 
year in 2026. The City 
Administrator was hired 
in 2022 at $85,000 per 
year and currently makes 
$95,604.60. The hour-
ly wage would be $75 in 
2026, $78 in 2027, and 
$80.34 in 2028. 

The proposed Public 
Works Director sala-
ry would increase from 

$91,341.44 per year to 
$145,600 per year in the 
�À�U�V�W�� �\�H�D�U�� �X�Q�G�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �V�X�E-
mitted resolution. The 
hourly equivalent is $70 
in 2026, $72.80 in 2027, 
and $74.98 in 2028. The 
Board of Public Works 
discussed the wage in-
crease with the City Ad-
ministrator and Public 
Works Director at the 
October 7, 2025, Board 
of Public Works meeting. 
The Board recommended 
that the City pay the Di-
rector $70 per hour, vot-
ing yea where Froeschl, 
Joy and Koopman. Voting 
nay was Rieger. Johansen 
was absent. 

Each would also receive 
a $250 per month stipend. 
The wage estimates are 
based on a 40-hour work 
week at the proposed in-
creases. 

Other proposed raises 
include the Deputy City 
Clerk/HR Coordinator, 
who would make $32.90 
per year in 2026, $34.22 
in 2027, and $35.24 in 
2028, with a $150 month-
ly stipend. 

The Deputy Treasurer/
Utility Billing Manager 
would have earned $34.71 
in 2026, $36.10 in 2027, 
and $37.18 in 2028, with 
a $150 monthly stipend. 

The Chief of Police 
wages would be $53.85 
per hour in 2026, $56.00 
in 2027 and $57.68 in 
2028. The salary of 
the Chief is currently 
$86,847,56. The Assis-
tant Chief would have 
made $43.50 per hour in 
2026, $45.24 in 2027 and 
$46.60 in 2028. The Parks 
and Rec Director would 
have made $35.50 per 
hour in 2026, $36.92 in 
2027 and $38.03 in 2028 
with a $150 monthly sti-
pend. The Parks and Rec 
Director’s current salary 
is $62,004.80. 

The proposal also re-
quested that management 
staff be fully vested in the 
pension plan immediate-
ly, while other full-time 
employees would be 20 
percent vested after one 
year, 40 percent after two 
years, 60 percent after 
three years, 80 percent 
after four years, and 100 
�S�H�U�F�H�Q�W���D�I�W�H�U���À�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���R�I��
employment. 

The resolution also 
asked that, since the City 
Administrator and Police 
Chief serve at the plea-
sure of the mayor and 
could lose their jobs any-
time the mayor’s position 
is changed, they receive a 
severance package equal 
to up to 12 months of the 
employee’s base salary if 
they are terminated with-
out just cause. The sev-
erance package would be 
paid in a lump sum within 
30 days of termination. 

With no further action 
on the agenda, the meet-
ing was adjourned at 6:25 
p.m.


