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Full house for Commissioners
discussion on floodplain
management ordinance

The Richardson County Commissioners gathered on Wednesday
morning at the Courthouse for their regularly scheduled meeting.
All Commissioners answered the roll call.

The meeting got slightly contentious when Missy Campbell ap-
proached the Board to discuss the adoption and enactment of the
zoning overlay district floodplain management ordinance. The
Board approved the ordinance/resolution on September 14, 2021,
and it took effect on October 7, 2021.

In her remarks, Campbell asserted that Richardson County Emer-
gency Management Director Brian Kirkendall had been aware that
changes were on the horizon long before the resolution was ap-
proved.

Campbell said they were warned by Kirkendall in 2019 that the
law was changing and that if they wanted to build on the lots they
had purchased, they needed to get started. He was not able to elabo-
rate, but the law was about to change.

Campbell stated that the County was notified by certified mail and
by email on six occasions from April 7 to September 30, 2021, by
FEMA and the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources, with
reminders of the upcoming deadlines and the County’s require-
ments to carry out the resolution.

Campbell said the Nebraska Department of Natural Resources,
“Invited and recommended the chair of the commissioners, the
clerk and the mayor to take advantage of two different virtual work-
shops to assist the County in understanding the process of creating,
reviewing and adopting this ordinance,” said Campbell. She stated
no one took advantage of the offerings.

Campbell mentioned that once the ordinance was adopted, noth-
ing was done to notify the landowners who were affected by the
resolution. She claimed the property owners were unaware of any
such ordinance until this spring.

The residents also missed out on a 90-day appeal window to dis-
pute the new floodway/floodplain maps because they were never
notified of the changes.

Jeremy Ingraham had recently purchased property at Lewis and
Clark Estates south of Rulo and was working to obtain a flood-
elevation certificate to build on the lots he had purchased. Ingra-
ham was told he could have renovated the property in question, but
since it had been torn down, nothing could be done.

“Only after Jeremy Ingraham met with the County Commission-
ers regarding this issue on April 16, 2025, did the County attempt
to notify the landowners affected,” said Campbell. “Those letters,
dated May 28, 2025, were sent through regular mail, not certified.”

Campbell stated that many of the property owners in question

(Please turn to Page 8)

Early Deadline this week for Journal

The Falls City Journal will have a change to its deadline schedule
next week due to Veterans Day on Tuesday, November 11.

There will be an early deadline change to Thursday, Novem-
ber 6, 2025, by noon. We won’t be able to take late submissions.
Thank you for your continued support of the Falls City Journal.

Falls City Foods announces
closure of Falls City facility

Great West Petfood Holdings announced today that it will close
its Falls City Foods, LLC facility as part of a broader strategic ini-
tiative to streamline operations and enhance efficiency across the
company. The facility’s final day of operations is scheduled for De-
cember 17, 2025.

This decision follows a comprehensive review of the company’s
operational footprint. While it was a difficult step, it aligns with on-
going efforts to strengthen long-term performance and position the
business for future growth.

Great West emphasized that the closure is not a reflection of busi-
ness performance or financial health. The company remains strong
and focused on continued investment and expansion opportunities
within its broader network.

The company expressed deep gratitude to the Falls City commu-
nity, the Falls City Economic Development and Growth Enterprise
(EDGE), Falls City Chamber Main Street, and local leaders for their
exceptional partnership and support. Their efforts, collaboration,
and commitment gave Falls City Foods every opportunity to suc-
ceed.

“We are sincerely thankful for the people of Falls City and for ev-
eryone who worked with us so closely over the years,” the company
stated. “Their professionalism and dedication have been extraordi-
nary.”

Falls City Foods is providing severance packages and additional
transition support to affected employees. Operations from the Falls
City facility will be transitioned to other company locations to en-
sure uninterrupted service to customers and partners.

At this time, the building will not be listed for sale, as we are ex-
ploring opportunities to repurpose the property through interior
alternative means. The Great West corporate employees currently
based in the Falls City Foods office will continue their employment
and operations from this location. We are proud to retain six dedi-
cated team members who contribute greatly to our company’s over-
all success.

Great West remains committed to being an active and engaged
member of the community and will continue its participation in both
the EDGE and the Chamber of Commerce.
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MR Farm Fresh brings heart an ho

By: Amber Holle

A taste of home has arrived in Falls City with
the opening of MR Farm Fresh Cottage, where
every loaf, jar, and basket is made with heart and
rooted in hometown values. This cozy porch
farmstand offers homemade sourdough baked
goods, jams, syrups and other sweet treats, and
natural bath andbody products, all crafted with
care from items grown on the Rumbaugh Farm at
3113 McLean Street.

For owner Megan Rumbaugh, MR Farm Fresh
is more than a business, it’s a reflection of her
lifelong love for farming, health, and community.
She grew up on a small farm outside Nebraska
City, where her parents raised rabbits and ran a
creative campaign encouraging people to “Kick
the Habit, Eat Domestic Rabbit.” That mix of en-
trepreneurship and country living planted early

megrown goodness to Falls City
seeds that would one day grow into MR Farm
Fresh.

After years working as a nurse at Nebraska
Medicine in departments such as Transplant and
Oncology, Megan developed a deep passion for
health and healing. When COVID hit, she joined
a community garden in Omaha that donated extra
produce to food banks and local causes. “That ex-
perience not only inspired me to start canning,”
she said, “but also deepened my desire to know
where my food came from.” Splitting their time
between Falls City and Omaha, Megan and her
husband Matt started a small homestead on the
outskirts of Falls City that began with selling just
flowers, pickles, and tomatoes.

After completing her master’s in nursing and
healthcare administration from Clarkson Col-
lege, Megan knew she wanted to blend her love

(Continued on Page 3)
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Commander
Mike Hader
to be Veterans

Day speaker

Mike Hader, U.S. Navy Com-
mander, will be the honored
speaker for the combined Falls
City Public and Falls City Sacred
Heart Schools Veterans Day As-
sembly at Falls City High School
on Tuesday, November 11, 2025
at 11:00 am in the FCHS gym.

Mike Hader was born and
raised in New Jersey. After grad-
uating high school, he enlisted in
the U.S. Navy and went through

(Continued on Page 3)
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Everything seemed to be going the Huskers’ way
on Saturday night, until it didn’t. The Big Red faith-
ful followed instructions and blacked out the stadium.
The University changed the coloring in the end zones
and at midfield to black. The team wore black uni-
forms. Heck, even the tunnel walk music was changed
to AC/DC’s Back in Black for the night.

USC won the coin toss, but the Blackshirts turned
the vaunted Southern Cal offense away. On the ensuing
Husker drive, Dylan Raiola and Company marched 75
yards in 14 plays, ending with a seven-yard TD pass to
Nyziah Hunter to put the Huskers in front 7-0.

All was well in Husker Nation.

The Trojans were held to field goals as the half went
on. With less than two minutes to play in the half,
Nebraska finished its second 75-yard drive with a 10-
yard TD run by Emmett Johnson. The Big Red rode
into halftime with a 14-6 lead.

Again, all was well in Husker Nation; until it wasn’t.

An interception by Andrew Marshall gave the
Huskers the ball in plus field position and a chance
to deliver the knockout punch. Well, the punch was
delivered. Remarkably, it hadn’t happened earlier in
the year. Raiola was sacked, stripped of the ball, and
injured his ankle. Nebraska has tempted fate all sea-
son with the offensive line’s struggles. Just like that,
our five-star quarterback limped off the field, not to
return. For those of you who have called for TJ Lateef
to see more action, I hope this satisfies your curiosi-
ty. He was ill-equipped to lead the Huskers down the
field, even with a greatly successful running game by
Emmett Johnson. Johnson finished his night with 29
carries for 165 yards and eclipsed the 1000-yard mark
for the year. Lateef will be a solid leader on the field
someday, just not quite yet.

Southern Cal outscored Nebraska 15-3 in the second
half to secure the win, extending the Big Red’s losing
streak to 29 games against ranked foes dating back to
2016.

I hope the loss doesn’t set off a chain of events lead-
ing to another November losing streak. However, that
is exactly what I’'m afraid will happen, especially now
that we are without Raiola’s services for the remain-
der of the season after it was announced that he had
fractured his fibula on that play in the early part of the
third period.

I can’t blame everything on the players. The coach-
ing staff also made many poor decisions, especially in
the second half: wasted time-outs, poor offensive play
calls, and poor clock management. The list can go on
and on.

On a night where the crowd showed up, causing
multiple false starts for USC, and where the Black-
shirts held the nation-leading passing offense to 135
yards through the air, it still wasn’t enough to break
through and put Nebraska back on the stage with the
big boys. Maybe we don’t belong there. Maybe we
will never be back there. We aren’t getting there this
year.

I won’t give up yet, but I’'m not holding my breath
either.
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All things Nebraska
‘Where’s the beef?’ Right here
with Nebraska cattle producers

By Paul Hammel, Retired
Senior Reporter for Nebras-
ka Examiner

Nebraska is cattle coun-
try. We used to be known
as “The Beef State” — a
nickname I always liked.

But recently, cattle pro-
ducers have raised a beef
with the president over his
ideas to reduce the cost of
beef at the grocery store.

Every media has covered
the cattle kerfuffle: Pres-
ident Trump proposed to
quadruple beef imports
from Argentina, so that
record-high prices in our
country might come down.

(He also sent a $40 billion
bailout to the struggling
South American country
— a country that is selling
soybeans to China, soy-
beans that used to be pur-
chased from U.S. farmers.
“Make Argentina Great
Again” hats went on sale.
And Brazil sold all of its
soybean crop to China. But
that’s another story for an-
other day.)

The president also said
that the tariffs that he’s
imposed on beef imports
have helped livestock pro-
ducers.

That analysis and his proc-
lamation to buy more beef
from Argentina brought
a sharp response from
farm groups that typically
support Trump. It was a
complete about-face from
his oft-repeated mantra of
“America First,” which is
about increasing sales and
production of U.S. prod-
ucts by imposing stiff tar-
iffs on other countries.

The National Cattlemen’s
Beef Association said that
the president’s comments
“undercut” America’s beef
producers and threatened
their livelihoods.

Another group, Farm Ac-
tion, called Trump’s ac-
tions “a betrayal” of ranch-
es and farmers. And the
president of the Nebraska
Farm Bureau and incom-
ing head of the Nebraska
Cattlemen both said the
ideas were wrong headed.

U.S. Rep. Don Bacon,
who has criticized Trump’s
tariff policies, told the
Omaha World-Herald that
his analysis of high beef
prices was a “bit of false
reality.”

Even U.S. Sen. Deb
Fischer, whose criticisms
of the president are as rare
as a five-legged horse,
called on Trump to rethink
his position.

Another consistent Trump
supporter, U.S. Rep. Adri-
an Smith said that he was
encouraged that talks were
underway with China to
get them to resume pur-
chases of U.S. products.
Well, duh, let’s hope so.

Now, I haven’t slept in a
Holiday Inn recently, but
I do have some crude un-
derstanding of how beef
markets work. And beef
prices are high now be-
cause there’s fewer cattle
out there to meet demand.
It’s the old supply and de-
mand system.

Beef prices are very cy-
clical, and when there’s
too many cattle out there
— as happened a couple
of years ago — prices are
low, and ranchers tend to
reduce their herds. But
when there’s fewer cattle
out there to turn into steaks
and hamburgers, prices go
up, as they are now.

Tariffs, all the farm
groups pointed out, don’t
have much to do with that.
(And some economists
told the Associated Press

that boosting beef imports
from Argentina -- because
they’re only a fraction of
U.S. consumption -- won’t
do much to lower prices.)

High prices for cattle
are one of the few bright
spots out in farm and ranch
country right now. Pro-
ducers are finally making
some money, after some
lean years.

Meanwhile, prices for
corn and soybeans are,
shall we say, in the toilet,
in part because countries
that used to buy our crops,
like China, aren’t buying
now because of Trump’s
new tariffs.

This is a hard topic to
write about, because by the
time you read this, there
might be some completely
different news about tar-
iffs and trade for American
beef and grain. Maybe.

That seems to be the na-
ture of news these days.
It’s helter-skelter — peace
in Gaza then fighting re-
sumes, purported drug
boats blown up in the Ca-
ribbean, and threats, made
and withdrawn, about
sending the National Guard
into American cities.

But the president, if he
wants to retain his typi-
cally strong support from
ranchers and farmers, bet-
ter sit down, have a burg-
er, and rethink and reverse
what he’s pondering about

beef and trade.

Paul Hammel has covered the
Nebraska state government and
the state for decades. Prior to
his retirement, he was senior
contributor with the Nebraska
Examiner. He was previously
with the Omaha World-Herald,
Lincoln Journal Star and Oma-
ha Sun. A native of Ralston,
Nebraska, he loves traveling
and writing about the state.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: KIDS’ BOOKS

ACROSS

1. *The Big Bad Wolf: “T’ll
_____your house down”

5. Edgar Rice Burroughs’ Ker-
chak or Kala

8. Cosine’s buddy

12. Target of grand theft

13. Influencer’s journal

14. Food-grinding tooth

15. Bear’s hang-out

16. Like a maxi skirt

17. Get up

18.  *Robert  McCloskey’s
“Make Way for ____”

20. March Madness org.

21. Expenditure, in the olden
days

22. *”Four and twenty black-
birds bakedina_ "

23. Turn pale

26. Lachrymatory agent (2
words)

30. Swimmer’s distance
31.Rinse and _____

34. Consequently

35. Join forces

37. Bruin legend Bobby

38. Jury duty event

39. Per person

40. Hockey player, e.g.

42. Approximated landing time
43. What naughty children do
45. Fortification made of wag-
ons

47. Preceding month

48. Unnecessary embellishment
50. Customs document

52. *He had a terrible, horrible,
no good, very bad day

56. Popular pie nut

57. Not final

58. Just a little

59. Choice dish

60.  -do-well

61. Sudden and brilliant success
62. Doofus

63.Is, in France

64. Fail to mention

5

DOWN

1. Like a certain eagle

2. Oahu shindig

3. Related to ear

4. Exert persuasive powers (2
words)

5. Jennifer Aniston’s movie
Came Polly”

6. *Canine father in Dodie Smith’s
“The Hundred and One Dalmatians”
7. *Dr. Seuss: “I do not like green
__and ham”

8. *Philosopher in American edition
of “Harry Potter and the Philoso-
pher’s Stone”

9. Hipbone

10. U.S. space agency, acr.

11. *”I heard him exclaim, ___ he
drove out of sight, Merry Christ-
mas...”

13. Not serious

14. Bipolar disorder phase

19. Filthy cabbage

22. Favorite student

23. Protected steel from rust with
coating

24. Hawaiian veranda

25. Long stories

26. *The Queen of Hearts baked
more than one of these

27. “In the Hall of the Mountain
King” composer Edvard

28. Popular gemstone

29. Type of renewable energy

32. *Janette Sebring Lowrey’s “The
__ Little Puppy”

33. Pitcher’s stat

36.*’0One ____ and One Nights”
38._ - -larefrain

40. Group of exercise reps

41. ak.a. philosopher’s stone

44. Flavorless

46. Aluminum+nickel+cobalt, mag-
netic alloy

48. What time does

49. Button on electrical outlet

50. Bride’s cover

51. International Civil Aviation Or-
ganization

52. *Green Gables resident
Shirley

53. Gloom’s partner

54. Evening purse

55. Wholly engrossed

56. Pipe material, acr.
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“SeEz-I’ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

published.

Falls City, NE 68355.

We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-Is” All letters sent to the Falls
City Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification.

We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste,
libelous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be

Letters may be e-mailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street,
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IRU KHDOWK DQ& KHRPIIP¥AL-1XF O HHY IXZHWHDW JU
W\ LQWR VRPHWKURIUPDHPDO-QG HOYWH UHGNH)WRY D
LQJIXO DQG WKDWKWWH KRZEPD UL QHR I ROFRH Q RHHD-GHJIU
Farm Fresh was born. Theirger reported onboard hisHUDO 6WXGLHV ZL
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Hiawatha. '
$ ULEERQ FXWWLQJ ZDV KHOG DW WKH QHZ ORFDW Ly Qo4 éPW'Q ' ! DEFWLF &OLQLF DW
s S mﬁ % %@*@ aiff NFER UG RY OGN
OOLVRQ :HDYHU DQG %UDQGHQ %RQN ZHUH 7KH ! KH :HHN :HDYHU KDG
NLOOV DQG VL[ EORFNV YHUVXV JUHHPDQ LQ WKH? @E@r\{\)}(@ }%\E%OLW%FP(S'N ZDV RI LQ 3%7V
NLFNHG DQG DGGHG WDFNOHV LQ 6DFUHG +HDUV@< ?gﬁ g@ 'W%BIU\H_&HEUDVND &KULVWLDQ



