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Saying “I don’t need newspapers; I get my news from the internet.” is the same as saying
“I don’t need farmers; I get my food at the supermarket.” - Jerry Raehal
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October

25 Humane Society
Halloween Party at
Prichard 7-10PM

FCHS Haunted Hallways
7-9PM

Sac & Fox Nation’s
Halloween Carnival at
Reserve, KS

Christ & St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church Trunk
or Treat 4-6PM

Land Auction at FC Elks
Club 2:00PM

26

27

Land Auction at FC Elks
Club 10:00AM

28

CMC Family Medicine
Clinic Walk-In Flu Shot
Clinic 4-6PM

Trunk or Treat at Dorr
& Clark Funeral Home
Parking Lot 5:00-8:00PM

29

31

November

2 Sts. Peter & Paul
Catholic Church
Turkey Dinner & Bazaar
at Prichard Auditorium
3-7PM

RC House of Hope
Benefit Banquet at Elks
Club 6:00 PM

13

Land Auction at FC Elks
Club 10:30AM

14
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FC Utilities
announces
planned power

outage for
October 27

Falls City Utilities will con-
duct a planned power outage
Monday, Oct. 27, from 8 a.m.
to approximately 4 p.m. to ac-
commodate the relocation of a
house.

The outage will affect cus-
tomers served from the South
Ring Bus feeding east of town,
beginning at the Falls City city
limits on Highway 159. All
customers receiving electric
service from Falls City Utilities
between Falls City and Rulo
will experience an interruption
in service during this time.

Residents and businesses in
the affected area are encour-
aged to make necessary prepa-
rations in advance of the out-
age.

An outage map showing the
affected areas is available for
reference on the back page of
today’s paper.

Falls City Utilities expressed
appreciation for the public’s
patience and understanding as
crews work to safely complete
the project.

Commissioners
discuss bids
for roads
department

The County Board met on
Wednesday, October 15, 2025,
with Commissioner Caverza-
gie absent.

Road Superintendent Steve
Darveau Jr. advised the Board
that the employees pursuing a
CDL have passed the test and
are currently in the driving
stage. Darveau stated that five
employees will be taking the
course, including one who is
upgrading his Class from a B
to an A.

Darveau also expressed con-
cern about getting the Pony
Creek Road project done this
fall.

“Some of them still have crops
in,” said Darveau. “We’re go-
ing to get to the point of putting
all that dirt on the ground going
into winter, and it’s not going
to be a good idea for us.”

Darveau said he had hoped to
get started on it sooner, but it
didn’t work out.

“It may get carried over, and
we do it in the spring,” said
Darveau. “That way it has time
to dry out.”

Commissioner Campbell
agreed with Darveau, stating
that building roads at this time
of year is not the right time to
undertake those projects.

Also in attendance were sales
representatives from Murphy
Tractor and NMC (Nebraska
Machinery Company) to dis-
cuss the possible purchase of
a motor grader from state bid

(Continued on Page 3)
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Marcus Heller recently hosted the 5th Annual
Board-Break-A-Thon at his studio on Stone Street.
The annual event is meant to raise awareness for
suicide and bullying prevention, while simultane-
ously raising funds for bullying defense and lead-
ership programs. The goal of $2,000 for this year
was met and will be used for supplies for the Bully
Defense program.

“Over the last couple of years, we have visited
16 local libraries during their summer reading
programs, presenting an interactive bully defense
program to over 400 area kids and adults,” said
Heller. “It is a great program we want to bring to
youth groups and area schools.”

According to stopbullying.gov, nearly one in five
youths aged 12-18 have dealt with bullying. The
bullying can range from spreading rumors about
the individual, being made fun of, physically be-
ing pushed, tripped, spat on, exclusion from ac-
tivities or threatened with harm. He stressed that
martial arts instill the confidence and self-esteem
necessary for kids to deal with a bully.

“If we can reduce the bullying, we can reduce
suicide rates as well,” said Heller. We are also
working to recognize signs that someone may be

Mrtial Arts hosts BoarreaA—Thon

4RULES FOR BULLY
SELF-DEFENSE

1. DON'T FIGHT!
2.BEFAST!
3.BELOUD!

contemplating suicide.”

Heller emphasized that his courses also build
leaders who will assist others who find themselves
on the wrong side of a bullying situation.

Heller borrowed the idea of the break-a-thon
from his instructor, Grand Master Longoria, in
Lincoln. Grand Master Longoria had a student
who committed suicide, and began the break-a-
thon as a way to raise awareness through martial
arts. His students recently completed their 8th an-
nual break-a-thon event.

“Having experienced suicide in my family, it felt
right to bring the break-a-thon here,” remarked
Heller. “It has also spread to several other Global
Traditional Martial Arts Schools.”

According to Heller, the event is no different
from the Relay for Life or a bike-a-thon, as stu-
dents secure donations for their breaks.

“Students then break 10 rebreakable plastic
boards and then one standard wood board,” said
Heller.

The martial arts instructor said 16 students par-
ticipated in the event this fall, breaking a total of
176 boards, with four individuals breaking their
first boards.

(Please turn to Page 3)

Team members, L-R: Donavan Specht, Dane Specht, Megan Vice, Michael Hamilton, Dakota Arm-
bruster, Cabe Marquez, Mary Bieker, Abbey Clark, Carlos Schulenberg and Angel Mosiman.

Laughter, smiles, and bean bags
f11l the air at the Elks Club

Falls City is sent a group of ten, highly moti-
vated individuals to Papillion on Friday, October
10, 2025, for a new Cornhole competition in the
Special Olympics.

The five teams, each consisting of two people,
have been hard at work, practicing every Monday
afternoon since August 4, from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m.
at the Falls City Elks Lodge.

The teams practice every week against each
other using two boards that belong to the Elks

and one that the Special Olympics supplies.

The Elks Lodge has donated the use of the space
to the teams on the condition that they are care-
ful not to cause damage to the ceiling tiles in the
lodge room.

Leading the teams are a pair of retired Falls
City Public School guidance counselors, Troy
Nelson and Sara Barker. Not only do they teach
the group, but they also often team up to compete
against one of the other teams at practice.

(Continued on Page 5)
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Prairie Doc

The What If’s

By Debra Johnston, MD

Let’s call her Sarah, although that wasn’t her name. I'd
had the privilege of delivering her, and the fun of watch-
ing her grow into a precocious toddler, with an impish
smile and a joyous laugh. Then I had the responsibility
of explaining her autopsy report to her devastated par-
ents.

She’d died from an infection that her young, previously
healthy body just couldn’t fight. It hadn’t taken long;
she’d started running a fever the night before, and her
parents brought her to the clinic the next afternoon. The
flight crew hadn’t even gotten to our ER before she lost
the battle.

Of course we all had “what ifs” to torment ourselves
with. What if mom had breast fed for longer? What if
dad hadn’t taken her to that play date, with the little
friend who had a runny nose? What if the doctor (me)
been more detailed in the “how to tell when she’s really
sick” discussion? What if her parents had brought her to
the ER that morning, instead of to the clinic that after-
noon?

The “what if” that has tormented me the most, though,
is what if she’d been born just a year or two later?

The infection that killed my little patient was caused
by streptococcus pneumoniae. The original version of
the Prevnar vaccine, which taught a child’s immune sys-
tem to fight 7 strains of that bacteria, was introduced in
2000. Shortly after, the rates of serious infections from
these bacteria dropped precipitously, and not just in the
children who got the shots. Adults also benefited, to
varying degrees.

One modernized version of the Hippocratic oath con-
tains the phrase “I will prevent disease whenever I can,
for prevention is preferable to cure.” I don’t remember
if my classmates and I said those particular words on
graduation day, but it’s a philosophy I wholeheartedly
endorse, and one I try to live by. I nag my patients to eat
more fruits and vegetables, and to get their calcium. I
nag them to exercise more. I nag them to quit smoking.
I urge them to get to the eye doctor, and to the dentist. I
remind them that seatbelts save lives, that helmets save
lives, that smoke detectors save lives. That vaccines
save lives.

I don’t know that the Prevnar vaccine would have
saved little Sarah. No vaccine is perfectly protective.
She might still have gotten seriously ill. She might still
have died.

But I do know it would have shifted the odds in her
favor.

Dr. Debra Johnston is a Family Medicine Physician at

Avera Medical Group Brookings in Brookings, SD. She
serves as one of the Prairie Doc Volunteer Hosts during
its 24th Season providing Health Education Based on
Science, Built on Trust. Follow The Prairie Doc® at
www.prairiedoc.org, Facebook, Instagram, YouTube,
and Tik Tok. Prairie Doc Programming includes On
Call with the Prairie Doc®, a medical Q &A show (most
Thursdays at 7pm, YouTube and streaming on Face-
book), 2 podcasts, and a Radio program (on SDPB,
Sundays at 6am and 1pm).
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All things Nebraska
Tax cheats ‘hit the jackpot’ with
layoff of agents to collect unpaid taxes

By Paul Hammel, Retired
Senior Reporter for Nebras-
ka Examiner

None of us like paying
taxes.

But even the Bible says
we’re supposed to (“Give
unto Caesar what is Cae-
sar’s” is how I remember
it).

Anyway, I about fell out
of my chair the other day
when reading a probing
article by the Lincoln Jour-
nal-Star’s Andrew Wegley
about the state’s lackadai-
sical collection of taxes.

When I pay my taxes, ’'m
expecting everyone else
to do the same. But that’s
not happening in Nebraska
(really it never has) but the
number of tax scofflaws is
growing.

The story detailed how
the amount of unpaid tax-
es in the state had grown
to $269.5 million (enough
to pay about 100 college
quarterbacks), which was
$52.4 million more than
just four years ago.

Most of that increase was
because fewer folks and
companies were paying
their state income taxes.
Those delinquencies rose
by about $42 million over
the past four years, to near-
ly $130 million in total.
The kicker to the story,
however, was that the Ne-
braska Department of Rev-
enue, in its esteemed wis-
dom, had recently laid off
the 11 agents and supervi-
sors whose specific respon-
sibility was to collect these
unpaid tax dollars owed to
the state, which is basically
us.

The layoffs were blamed
on the need to cut state
spending and balance the
budget. An administra-
tor was quoted saying a
new-fangled, automated
computer system would
soon be in place to go after
tax cheats.

Well, forgive me for say-
ing “what the heck,” but
one of the best strategies
to close a debt is to collect
the debts owed to you! And
someone knocking on your
door or calling your phone
has to be more effective
than some Al computer
system.

Every honest taxpayer in
Nebraska ought to be out-
raged by this. We pay our
taxes. Why aren’t these
other people and firms not?
And if they aren’t, why
isn’t someone going after
them to pay up? After all
— it appears plainly to see —
the state needs the money.
I used to cover tax issues
at the State Legislature.
(In fact, I wondered if my
tombstone would read,
“He could sure write a tax
story.) The mantra about
tax policy was “what is
fair, what can be easily
collected, and what, over
time, will continue to be

paid.”
The fairness part was
about everyone paying

their fair share. But it also
meant that everyone was
paying.

In what should go down
as one of the greatest
quotes of the century, one
of the laid off Revenue su-
pervisors told the newspa-
per: “If you owe taxes in
Nebraska and don’t want
to pay them, boy, you just
hit the jackpot.”

Sure, there can be legiti-
mate disputes over what is
owed and what a taxpayer
believes should be owed.
But work those out — it
isn’t a big number of tax-
payers who file protests —
and collect what is due.

After all, if everyone paid

what they owed, it would
reduce what all of us have
to pay.

I recently wrote a story
for the Nebraska Examiner
about the state’s 15-year-
old effort to “shame” peo-
ple into paying up their
unpaid taxes via a posting
of a “wall of shame” of the
top tax scofflaws on a state
website.

But the same failed busi-
nessman who owed more
than $2.3 million to the
state when the Wall of
Shame was created in 2010
— amid another state bud-
get shortfall — was still at
the top of the list in 2025.

Some Wall of Shame.

Federally, it is estimated
that the federal govern-
ment is losing about $1
trillion a year to tax cheats
(that’s trillion with a “t”),
according to the New York
Times. That’s an aircraft
carrier full of money that
could feed a lot of chil-
dren, help a lot of people
buy houses, pay a bunch of
medical bills or pay down
the national debt.

Nebraska, too, is losing
a growing amount of rev-
enue because some people
and companies aren’t pay-
ing their fair share. But ho
hum -- I guess we don’t
care.

The solution to any prob-
lem is to attack it, not slack
off. But that sadly looks
like the path being taken
by the state right now.

Paul Hammel has covered the
Nebraska state government and
the state for decades. Prior to
his retirement, he was senior
contributor with the Nebraska
Examiner. He was previously
with the Omaha World-Herald,
Lincoln Journal Star and Oma-
ha Sun. A native of Ralston,
Nebraska, he loves traveling
and writing about the state.

paufel.substack.com

www.paulfelcartoons.com

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD

THEME: WORLD SERIES
ACROSS DOWN
1. Treble, bass and alto 1. Pull an all-nighter
6. OB-GYN test 2. Holy man

9. Hoodlum

13. *In 1921, the World Series
was first broadcast on it

14. Tribute poem

15. Cursor mover

16. Same as Amir

17. Neither here there

18. *Any member of the 2002
World Series champs

19. *World Series trophy pre-
senter, Rob
21. *2024 World Series winners
23.%___ and the City”

24. German industrial valley
25. Gift topper

28. Kids’ building block

30. *Player with most career
World Series home runs

35. Good vs

37.Ball of yarn

39. Offspring

40. Thespian’s part

41. Shasta and Tab, e.g.

43. Singer Tori

44. Potato masher alternative
46. Fox coat, e.g.

47. Hokkaido native

48. Put on a pedestal

50. Just manages, with “out”
52. *¥2005 World Series MVP,
Jermaine

53. Time unit

55. Polar toy-maker

57. *Team with most World Se-
ries wins

61. #2024 World Series MVP
Freddie

65. Met’s offering

66. Legal grp.

68. Give the slip

69. Send, as payment

70. Toothy fish

71. Sells

72. Cupid, to the Greeks

73. Freudian topic

74. Surrealist Max

3. “Yellowstone” actress and Josh
Brolin’s daughter

4. Feudal estates

5. Sour salad green

6. Atlantic Ocean, in a popular idi-
om

7.“Much _____ About Nothing”

8. Lost, in Provence

9. Chinatown gang

10. Massive

11. Addict

12. Hair styling goops

15.__ shirts, in “The Outsiders”
20. *#19 Across and such

22. Unit of electrical resistance

24. Mule deer’s European cousin (2
words)

25. *Player with most career World
Series hits, Yogi __

26. Egg-shaped

27. “Will comply” in radio commu-
nication

29. Lump of stuff

31. *Org. that regulates the College
World Series

32. Shy

33. Eccentric like a bird?

34. Follow

36. Sinister look

38. *Only one W.S. Game 7 ended
by ___ -off home run

42. Ranch grazer

45. Fix leftovers

49. Anonymous John

51. Ace hiding place

54. Consumption

56. “Saturday Night ____” movie
57. Yesteryear

58. Impersonator

59. Captain of Nautilus

60. *____ Bryant, of 2016 World
Series winning Cubs

61. Wild West card game

62. “Buddenbrooks” author

63. Contributes

64. Home to eggs

67. Tote, e.g.
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County Commissioners discuss
bids for roads department

(Continued from Page 1)

contracts. bids for a pickup. Darveau priced a
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75 Years Ago, October 22, 1950 to October 28, 1950 672P unit, a six-wheel drive grader, wagehicle. He also submitted a quote from

Stella residents were forced to call the sheriff after three outhouses were tipped®Wwt FHG D W Z L W K RRxnWiruste\Moor&bimpaqy iy Kahs City
in a premature Halloween prank. Four youths were questioned in connection wit@dgty currently has three John DeereRU D &KHY\ 6LOYHUD

outhouses, as well as several incidents of egging that took place around the town772 graders. The 672 will be slightylRXU GRRU &UHZ &DE IRU
Sycamore Springs advertised an annual Halloween Party with free doughnuts aggh&iter but is comparable to the Cat 14iate bid contract for the Chevy is through

dszr. i} _ that is also being considered. The Couid Dillion. Darveau pointed out the state
Summer Stock,” featuring Judy Garland and Gene Kelly, was shown at the RiyQlriginally purchased the 772s becaudsd did not include the spray in bedliner

Theater in Falls City. . tt}ey] were priced great through the state running boards, while the Armbrust-
A large crowd attended a wiener roast at the Santo Brammer farm for members gi ! According to the sales representar quote did. The base price through Sid

Falls City, Shubert and Dawson saddle clubs. i - \
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The charter night for the newly organized Southeast Nebraska Shrine Club was Sgﬁ%@ (Cat) presented an 84-monthURVH W R 7KH DGGFK
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A former Falls Cityan graduated from the only school for commercial deep-sea digdLYH JUDGHU ZDV SUDRSEHEGR PWDWHO\ DQRWKHU
in the world. Gerald Jones completed his diving course at Sparling School of Deepl&@t @ trade-in. The unit carries @0 Darveau.
Diving in Wilmington, California. Jones learned the techniques of underwater carpen- KRUVHSRZHU HQJL Q H “Basitally,Khe MbICBavys [are apples to
try, including the use of concrete underwater and underwater welding and burningk P D W H O\ SRXQGYV [ap@sKinus e spraRiR bedliner, some

The following shops ran ads for National Automobile Dealer Week: Edde Mo%bl@,de width. running boards and stuff like that,” said
Mitchell-Windle, Novak, Kaiser-Frazer Motors, Falls City Tractor Service, Weavérhey both offer a very good machine,” DUYHDX “7KH RQH WKURX
Motor Sales, Inco, Kentopp Bros., Prichard & Son, Schneider Motor Co., E.JJ. M#&® LG 'DUYHDX “~7KDW :VisSabortyad @ad&llhsQéulLcankgdtlbn a
head Auto Co., and Glover Motors, Inc. . one of them would still be in businespickup.” .
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alarm sounded. Assuming it was a drill, the students were ready to march back to @wtimissioner Karas said that fofl would prefer that if we were to buy
FODVVURRPV ZKHQ WKH\ ZHUH VWRSSHG $ AUH ZDV GRYUFRYHUHRULO W K he/wdiidRdmmvoRBY HPHQW

The Humboldt Fire Department extinguished the blaze before much damage was gp%: H WKH &RXQW)\ ZR X ®a&h CohghisRiBnegrs agreeécgﬂqa@w {;\1/%/
+HVWHG 6WRUHY DGYHUWLVHG +DOORZHHQ WUHD é@in&%@urﬁt%@ Nty Brih¥digddl Whlid\behthd Bedt rBufe: FHQ
DQG J)OHHU-V %XEEOH JXP ZDV SLHFHV IRU F &3V ¥ute. Board decided to talk it over and

The
7KH )DOOV &LW\ 7LJHUV GHIHDWHG WKH %XOOGR o I—W%-& KaNdet B la&[HiSh the followi
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Dale Suchsland scored four times for Dawson, while Bob Holder added two TD h Karas and Campbell agreed the motion to enter into a closed meeting
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for the winter. he ommissioners to_k .both quotesegarding possible I|t_|gz_it|on and for the
The city began pouring one of the footings for the new municipal pool. under advisement and will likely decideprotection of the public interest. _
Marvin Alexander announced the formal opening of his remodeled liquor storé e next meeting. ~ The claims were paid, and the meeting
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rasicing amee g0z | 1 Y FORVHG KLV RIARH LO WRZQ) BIIAF K1antiH] Arts'hG&tS BE&rd Bré&K-A-Thon

50 Years Ago, October 22, 1975 to October 28, 1975 tinued f p 1) th i ible. Thevi AGl Kob D
Dr. Sergio Monarrez and his wife, who had moved to Humboldt one and a half yEgfiitinued from Page 1) the event possible. Theying, » obza Den-
SULRU VWDWHG WKDW WKH FRPPXQLW\ KDG QRW HXIErA€io Hi3 tstmdm('gqb’ﬁe% YRCy »{‘ﬁ%‘gjﬁ’\(_%@ PPBB'E J /lgg’s'%'t
es, housing, and a loan, and they may have to relocate back to Mexico. Monarrazdwites three  separaté’ 0P, Stone St. Barber InterState ~ Bank,”  H
AXQNHG DQ (QJOLVK SURAFLHQF\ H[DP UHTXLUH GoliRds: | R UTiddkwendd, &'BR: GYETPYRS Tatp BloekpREQRURIBANS @ng,

had been laid off. Kickboxin and Krav Fresh, SBS. Insurance,M&T Properties.
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football prowess at Dawson-Verdon High School. “We have something for

It was announced in The Journal that Joni Runyan and Steve Milam had wed opy@atantire familv” sai
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DGYHUWLVHG IRU 6DWXUGD\ 2FWREHU fense system targeted at | ..~
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Community Improvement Program Awards Day Banquet. “We have a free trial " '

7KH ,ULVK IRRWEDOO WHDP GHIHDWHG +XPERO G®ék ComMgRuyF,(DC@-FKO V\QK% *BOD/[* %RQIHUHQFH-V
Southern Division Championship. Matt Froeschl, Dan Hill and Bob Aitken all ripgsst 27-November 6,” said LFKDH !

off some big gainers. Heller. “All classes are Schoenheit St; HVAC,
The Pony Creek Inn advertised a Sunday special of fried chicken, Swiss steak ofi@asb try; no experience
EHHI IRU is needed.” Armbruser Motor Co,

Some things never change. The Public Information Committee of the Omaha PuRlifier wished to thank 1617 Harlan St.; Water
Power District Board of Directors held a special meeting to discuss the possibiligyi®fsponsors who made tHPWHU
increasing the electric rates for OPPD customers.

Ted Harshbarger of Humboldt and Diana Sullivan of Auburn were recipients of the

.QLIJKWV RI $N 6DU %HQ VFKRODUVKLS

Tall buildings swayed and people were shaken from their sleep as a high-powered nu-

FOHDU ZDUKHDG ZDV GHWRQDWHG IHHW XQGHUJURXQG LQ OHUFXU\ 1HYDGD 7KH WHVW VLWH
VKRRN /DV 9HJDV ZKLFK ZDV ORFDWHG PLOHV VRXWK RI WKH EODVW

$ GLQQHU zZDV KHOG KRQRULQJ /\OH /I XQG\ RQ KLV WK ELUWKGD\ DW WKH &RPPXQLW\ 5RRP

of the Richardson County Bank & Trust Co.

The annual meeting of the Richardson County Farm Bureau was held at the Commu-
nity Church in Stella with County President Allen Fischer presiding.

25 Years Ago, October 22, 2000 to October 28, 2000

Nikki Harmon and Kris Glathar were named as the 2000 Dawson-Verdon High School
Homecoming Queen and King.

7KH )DOOV &LW\ OHUFKDQWY DQQRXQFHG SODQV IRU WKH DQQXDO &KLOGUHQ:V +DOORZHHQ
Parade and costume contest. The annual County Government Day at the Richardson
County Courthouse included all 11th graders in the county. In past years, schools held
mock elections, which translated into only a handful from each school getting to attend
the event.

7KH 1LIW\ 6L WLHY PHW DW WKH 6HQLRU &LWL]JHQ &HQWHU ZLWK PHPEHUV DQG WKUHH JXHVWYV
in attendance. Irene Aitken, Clare Stone, Mildred Thiltges and Kathleen Gilbert were
hostesses.

The Southeast Consolidated Classes of 1998 and 1999 won the annual SE Alumni
\olleyball Tournament.

The DV Jets fell to 2-6 with a 20-8 loss to Chester-Hubbell-Byron. Carl Franzen ran
WKH EDOO VHYHQ WLPHV IRU \DUGV DQG RQH WRXFKGRZQ ZKLOH .ULV *ODWKDU ZDV
SDVVLQJ IRU \DUGYV

7KH OXVWDQJV IURP 6( IHOO WR ZLWK D ORVV WR 3DZQHH &LW\ %UDQGRQ
':DPVOH\ UDQ WLPHV IRU \DUGV ZKLOH 4% %YUHQW 6KXEHUW SDVVHG IRU \DUGV

%UHDGHDX[ 3L]]JD DGYHUWLVHG WKH EHVW OXQFK EXIIHW DQG VDODG EDU LQ WRZQ IRU MXVW

$ ULEERQ FXWWLQJ ZzDV KHOG DW WKH *UHDW &KLQD %XIIHW DW 6WRQH 6WUHHW
Wes Haveman was crowned the 2000 Homecoming king during Peru State College
festivities.

%XUJHU .LQJ LQ )& RITHUHG WULFN RU WUHDW KDPEXUJHU NLGV- PHDOV IRU FHQWYV
The Falls City Middle School Students of the Month were Whitney Gatz, Alyssa Sick-
el and Jennifer Andreesen.



