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CoMMUNITY
EVENTS

ADVERTISED IN THIS WEEKS PAPER

October

12 Elks Club 120 Yr.
Celebration & Dedication
Ceremony 4:30PM

Courthouse Closed

13
15

CMC Family Medicine
Clinic Drive Thru Flu
Shot Clinic 4-6PM

CMC Family Medicine
Clinic Flu Shot Walk In’s

welcome starting today,
M-W-F from 8AM-Noon

20

Cooper Nuclear Station
will perform a test of the
Alert and Notification
System Sirens. Noon

Land Auction at FC Elks
Club 2:00PM

22

27

Land Auction at FC Elks
Club 10:00AM

28

CMC Family Medicine
Clinic Walk-In Flu Shot
Clinic 4-6PM

29

November

Land Auction at FC Elks
Club 10:30AM

To get in this Community
events column, place an ad
in the Falls City Journal by
contacting Brian at brian@
fcjournal.net or Nikki at
nikki@fcjournal. Ads placed
in the Journal are placed on
our website calendar updated
as ads come into the office.

THESE GREAT PLACES
ARE HIRING!

» Magnolia Metal Corp.

* Apostolic Sabetha

« Sac and Fox Nation of
Missouri in Kansas &
Nebraska
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Second victim
comes forward to
file charges against

former officer

A former
Falls City
police officer
has resigned
from his Wa-
hoo  Police
Department
position and
now  faces
criminal
charges in two counties, ac-
cording to prosecutors and
court records.

A petition for a domestic
abuse protection order was
filed against 28-year-old Juan
Ramirez Jr., according to court
records.

After a criminal complaint
charging strangulation, a Class
ITA felony, third-degree do-
mestic assault causing bodily
injury, a Class I misdemeanor,
first-degree sexual assault, a
Class II felony was filed in
Pawnee County, Ramirez was
arrested.

On Sept. 23, a woman in Lan-
caster County reported to depu-
ties a series of alleged abuses
by Ramirez, according to an

(Please turn to Page 3)

existing illustrations.

efit of the Mini Park.

towards the costs associated with

Funding is still being accepted to help cover the
costs of the recent upgrades. All donations can be
made to the Richardson Foundation for the ben-

Donations can be mailed to the Richardson
Foundation, P.O. Box 161, Falls City, NE 68355,
or dropped off to Kevin Malone at Frontier Bank
in Falls City. All funds will be directly allocated

Exciting news regarding Mini Park

In case you’ve missed it, the Falls City Mini
Park’s recent renovations and additions are com-
plete. The fourth mural has been hung on the
wall, and the borders have been installed on the

and installation of the murals along with some
updates to the park like getting electricity re-
stored.

Kevin Malone, representing the Mini Park, re-
cently had more exciting news to share regarding
the property. Malone stated that Dorothy Towle
has chosen to gift the park property to the City
of Falls City.

The property will be donated through Southeast
Nebraska Communications. The transfer of prop-
erty will need the approval of the Council before
it becomes official. It is hoped that the handing
over of the tract of land can be completed by late

the restoration November or early December.

Longtime local organization
celebrating 120th year

Falls City Elks Lodge #963 is nearing a milestone. The fraternal
organization will commemorate its 120th anniversary with a cel-
ebration on Sunday, October 12, 2025. The event will begin at 4:30
p-m. with a dedication ceremony of an Elk Statue and Courtyard of
Flags at the south end of the parking lot. Following the dedication
ceremony, a social hour and dinner will be held.

The Elks Lodge has long been a significant venue in Falls City,
dating back to its establishment in the early 1900s. An article ap-

peared in the February
17, 1905, Falls City Daily
News, stating that an effort
was underway to establish

1926 Ad
welcoming
Elks to
Falls City
for the State

an Elks Lodge in the city.
According to the snippet,
the Elks organization was
“of purely a social nature.”

HULLMAN’S FORD
LINCOLN, INC.

1416 HARLAN ST.
402-245-4413

Convention

The paper was informed
that the advocates were
having trouble convincing
the Grand Lodge that Falls
City would be a good fit.
“If the grand lodge officers
doubt the ability of Falls
City to perpetuate an Elks
Lodge, a visit to our city
and a knowledge of her ca-

Welcome Elks to the capitol of the
world—TFalls City. Look this town
over thoroughly and you will
agree with us in our declaration.

KRAMER'S

Groceries and Meats
1618 Stone Street Phone 76

pacity will at once disabuse their minds,” read the paper.

After receiving a charter, the local group met its first milestone.
The May 5, 1905, Falls City News stated that the local Elks had
elected its first set of officers at a meeting at the Sphinx Club
Rooms. Dr. Fred Keller was elected Exalter Ruler, Rev. H.B. Smith
was named Esteemed Leading Knight, G.L. Hall was elected Es-
teemed Loyal Knight, R.C. James was named Esteemed Lecturing
Knight, Ed May was named Secretary, J.C. Tanner was Treasurer,
Herman Minnick was Tiler, D.M. Davies, J.W. Powell, and G.L.
Windle were Trustees.

The Falls City Journal noted in the May 26, 1905, edition that
the Lodge held its first installation, welcoming 34 members into
the membership. The installation was held in Wahl’s Hall. Depu-
ty Exalted Ruler W.B. Taylor and the 14 members of the Omaha
Lodge Team made the trip to Falls City for the installation.

The group chosen to lead the Lodge, “is a collection of officers
that would do honors to any organization and will undoubtedly
make the Elks in Falls City the popular lodge they should be,” said
the Journal story.

The Elks had “leased the entire upper floor of the Strong Build-
ing and the rooms were being fitted in the most modern style,”

(Continued on Page 3)

Humboldt teen killed in
Nemaha County, NE crash

A rural Humboldt teenager was killed Friday morning in a two-
vehicle crash at the intersection of Highway 136 and 634 Avenue,
according to a release from the Nemaha County Sheriff’s Office.

The report said a 2002 Ford Explorer driven by 17-year-old Ren
Avery was northbound on 634 Avenue crossing Highway 136 when
it was struck by an eastbound 2015 Freightliner box truck driven by
30-year-old Yaumel Espinosa Gonzalez of Miami, Florida.

Avery was pronounced dead at the scene. Espinosa Gonzalez was
not injured, the release said.

Nemaha County 911 first received a report around 6:42 a.m. of a
truck that had gone off the road and caught fire. When first respond-
ers arrived, they discovered it was a two-vehicle crash.

Johnson Fire and Rescue, Auburn Fire and Rescue, the Nemaha
County Sheriff’s Office and the Nebraska State Patrol responded.
The crash remains under investigation by the sheriff’s office with
assistance from the Nebraska State Patrol.

\Z Embracing
X Local Journalism

National Néspaper Week October 5-11,2025

Our history in print
Celebrating National Newspaper Week

By Nikki McKim

Each October, National Newspaper Week celebrates the role com-
munity journalism plays in keeping people informed, connected and
empowered. This year’s theme, “Embracing Local Journalism for a
Better Future,” seems fitting.

For well over a century and a half the Journal has covered what’s
happening between the courthouse and cornfields, board meetings
and ball games, births and farewells. Through every decade, the
Journal has stood as the permanent record of who we are around
Richardson County.

The work is never done, we strive to make sure every reader has
access to the information that shapes their life. We’re more than
headlines, we are a public record that belongs to everyone reading
this article at this very moment and even those who choose not to
read us at all. We belong to everyone.

I'love this paper with all my heart. I love the stress of finishing it to
send to press on Monday morning, the smell of the fresh Journal’s

(Continued on Page 2)

All- Wheel Drive

Was $35,240
-$1,000 D1SCOUNT
-$5,000 REBATE

2025 FORD ESCAPE

Now ONLY $29,240




PAGE2 ¢ WEDNESDAY, OCTOBER 8, 2025

OPINIONS AND EDITORIALS

FaLLs CiTy JOURNAL

Our history 1n print
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when they arrive early Tuesday, cutting the legals out and
pasting them to the affidavits, building the ads, putting ev-
erything together like a puzzle, the sound of the garbage
truck in the alley breaking silence when I’ve been deep in
thought for hours working on something or researching a
story or looking delicately in some old Journal’s, browsing
through dozens of fonts to find the one that looks just right,
the photos that hang on the wall when you walk in the front
door that tell the story of those who built this paper. The
Journal isn’t just a business. It’s a living archive of this
town’s past, people; their kindness and character.

When the Journal prints something, it becomes part of
your history. You can’t delete it, you can’t rewrite it, and
you can’t change the truth once it’s been printed. That per-
manence is what makes newspapers powerful.

Transparency starts in print. It always has.

That mission earned us national recognition this spring
when I was honored to be selected as one of only 100 jour-
nalists nationwide to attend a Local Journalists Workshop
in New York City.

The invitation-only event brought together reporters from
46 states to connect global issues with local realities. We
discussed how international trade, cybersecurity and arti-
ficial intelligence affect even the smallest of communities
like ours.

“You don’t need to cover Washington to be on the front
lines of national security,” said New York Times journalist
David Sanger during one session. He was right. What hap-
pens across the world touches Falls City every day from the
cost of grain and fuel to the safety of our power grid and
schools.

Local journalism is not small journalism. When you get
out of rural areas those people often forget that those bigger
issues touch our lives here in rural Nebraska too. It’s not
only about New York, LA, Chicago, or even Omaha. We
matter too.

In April, I was honored to be elected to the Nebraska
Press Association Board of Directors. A few months later
I sat in a room with other publishers and people from the
Nebraska Press and thought about how we may come from
different corners of the state, but we’re bound by the same
conviction, that the public always deserves to know what is
going on in their community and the printed word is worth
protecting.

Anyone in newspapers in 2025 isn’t doing it for the mon-
ey. If we did there would be newspapers springing up all
around us. We do it because we can’t imagine our towns
without a newspaper. We do it because, without one, there’s
no shared record of what happened, who served, or why it
mattered.

Keeping a local newspaper alive in 2025 takes all of your
energy, dedication, fight and passion. Costs rise, time is
short and everyone’s attention is divided. But there’s noth-
ing outdated about truth and nothing irrelevant about ac-
countability.

When you hold this paper, you’re holding evidence.
You’re holding the public record, names, votes, victories
and decisions that shape this community.

The Journal is not disposable. It’s durable.

Supporting local journalism means believing that facts
matter, that access matters and that your story deserves to
be told and preserved.

We know that to keep the doors open we will need to keep
adapting and evolving, but we will never compromise what
makes us who we are. We’ll continue to print every public
notice, agenda, claim, every honor roll we receive, every
game and every meeting.

Because once something is printed, it can’t be hidden.

And that’s why newspapers still matter.

This National Newspaper Week, we celebrate that per-
manence, that transparency and that love for community.
A newspaper may be made of paper and ink, but what it
carries; trust, truth and accountability never fades.

Because when a community embraces its newspaper, it
isn’t just supporting journalism. It’s preserving its own his-
tory and its future.
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All things Nebraska
Broadband grants fall far short of
what some expected

By Paul Hammel, Retired
Senior Reporter for Nebras-
ka Examiner

We live in a world where
having adequate high-speed
internet service is not just a
luxury, but a necessity.

With proper broadband, you
can use a computer to run
a business, manage a good
website, work remotely and
operate the new generation of
precision agriculture equip-
ment.

But here’s the problem — it’s
expensive to hook up every
home, farm and ranch to the
best service, which is gener-
ally agreed to be fiber optic
cables.

When it came to electricity,
the nation opted for a feder-
al loan program, the Rural
Electrification Act of 1936,
that financed the stringing of
transmission wires to even
the most remote areas of the
country.

In the case of broadband
internet, it’s been more of a
shotgun approach. Compa-
nies have installed fiber or
erected wireless towers in
areas with the most popula-
tion (and most customers) but
in more rural areas, service
is spotty. So state and feder-
al programs help companies
with the additional expense
of stringing of fiber and erec-
tion of towers.

Still, after millions of state
and federal dollars have
been spent, there’s still areas
of Nebraska that don’t have
decent broadband, maybe as
many as 30,000 locations.

At our family farm, for in-
stance, you need to install a
microwave disk, aim it at a
nearby farm on a high hill,
and hope the signal from a
town 10 miles away can make
the trip to that farm, and then
to ours.

That’s not an ideal situation.

But then along came the
Broadband  Equity, Ac-
cess and Deployment Act
(BEAD). Passed under the
Biden Administration, it ear-
marked more than $42 billion
dollars in the name of pro-
viding good broadband “for
all” and ending the “digital
divide” between urban and
rural areas.

Nebraska was scheduled to
get $405 million for projects
across our state, with the pro-
gram prioritizing the funds
for top-of-the-line fiber optic
internet.

But like a lot of federal pro-
grams, things changed big
time after President Donald
Trump took office.

Suddenly, the priority shift-
ed from laying fiber optic
lines, which is more expen-
sive, to giving grants to less
costly service via satellites
and wireless towers. It’s hard
not to be cynical about the
changes, because two of the
biggest satellite internet firms
are owned by Trump buddies
Elon Musk and Jeff Bezos
(and at the time, Bezos’ com-
pany hadn’t yet begun pro-
viding service).

The changes also disquali-
fied about half of the 30,000
locations once identified as
“unserved or underserved.”
So a whole bunch of areas
could no longer qualify for
BEAD funds.

When the State Broadband
Office, created by Gov. Jim
Pillen, recently came out
with its recommendation on
how to spend the state’s $405
million, very little of it was
devoted to fiber, and a whole
bunch of it was devoted to
other technologies. Only 9%
of the eligible locations in
Nebraska were recommend-
ed for fiber — the lowest per-
centage among 39 states and
much less than neighbor-
ing Towa (50%) and Kansas
(46%).

And only $43.8 million of
the $405 million was recom-
mended to be spent, spurring
speculation that the goal was
to send dollars back to Wash-
ington to help finance the tax

cuts in the Big, Beautiful Bill.

The reaction from advocates
for rural areas, and adequate
broadband, were pretty harsh.

“If there was a trophy for
squandering opportunity, Ne-
braska would already have
it on the shelf,” said Emily
Haxby, a Gage County Board
member who spent her own
free time to make more loca-
tions in Nebraska eligible for
BEAD funds.

To be fair, it’s much cheap-
er to send internet signals via
satellites and wireless towers
than by stringing fiber optic
lines (an average of $1,000 to
$2.,200 for satellite and wire-
less per location versus up to
$14,600 for fiber).

But this was about eco-
nomic opportunity. And you
get what you pay for. Fiber
doesn’t get impacted by bad
weather or other users, or is
blocked by trees and hills,
and it can be upgraded as
technology improves to allow
higher upload and download
speeds.

The head of the Nebraska
Broadband Office defended
the paltry awards, saying the
state had to comply with the
new federal rules. He also
added that the state hopes the
feds allow Nebraska to keep
the $350 million in unspent
funds to use for broadband
related projects, like training.

I dunno. It sure looks like
Nebraska took the new feder-
al rules much more seriously
than other states, and could
have pushed much harder to
use more of its funds to im-
prove internet service.

Paul Hammel has covered the
Nebraska state government and
the state for decades. Prior to
his retirement, he was senior
contributor with the Nebraska
Examiner. He was previously
with the Omaha World-Herald,
Lincoln Journal Star and Oma-
ha Sun. A native of Ralston,
Nebraska, he loves traveling
and writing about the state.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: AUTUMN VIBES

ACROSS

1.*Maze plant

5. Wharton degree, acr.

8. Special effects in “Avatar,”
acr.

11. Dwarf buffalo

12. “On Golden Pond” bird

13. Isolated

15. Atomizer output

16. Enthusiasm

17. Pueblo people, pl.

18. *Pre-game party (2 words)
20. Doomsayer’s sign

21. Perfume bottles

22. Tombstone acronym

23. Construction binder

26. “____: The Movie,” 2002
slapstick comedy

30. Genetic info carrier, acr.

31. Dorsa, sing.

34. “He’s Just Not That
You”

35. *Like some sweaters

37. Earth Day mo.

38. Opposite of cation
39.“Que Sera____ 7

40. Approved

42. Denotes middle

43. Assess pro rata

45. Lorraine’s neighbor

47. Doctor Dolittle, e.g.

48. Temporary stay

50. Chicago’s Navy ____, tour-
ist destination

52. *Popular fall spectator sport
55. Hutu’s opponents, 1994

56. Quinceanera or bat mitzvah
57. Biblical captain

59. Rocky ridge

60. Having wings

61. Russian parliament

62. Diamond or ruby

63. An affirmative

64. Dog command

DOWN

1.Cameron, to friends

2.The Fonz: “Sit 1”
3. Civil rights icon Parks

4. Richard Wright’s“____ Son”
5. Relating to mole

6. Whatever rocks them!

7. “Green Gables” protagonist
8. Walking helper

9. Smiley face

10.“____ Now or Never”

12. Smooth, in music

13. Before appearance of life,
geology

14. *Patch purchase

19.__ Hopdance
22.Ewe’s mate

23. *Like air in fall

24. Keyboard key

25. Introduction to economics
26. Twelve angry men, e.g.
27. Carl Jung’s inner self

28. Indifferent to emotions
29. Type of probe

32. *Leaf collector

33.R&R stop

36. *Bushels of apples, e.g.
38. Impromptu

40. Over the top, in text

41. Time for an egg hunt

44. Falcon’s home

46. Uses two feet

48. Bridal veil fabric

49. Smidgins

50. Unadulterated

51. Individual unit

52. Brawl

53. Clod

54. Tibetan priest

55. Chasing game

58. *Cushion on a fall ride

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

© StatePoint Media

Off First Month
of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590
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“SeEz-I’ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

published.

Falls City, NE 68355.

We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-Is” All letters sent to the Falls
City Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification.

We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste,
libelous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be

Letters may be e-mailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street,
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75 Years Ago, October 8, 1950 to October 14, 1950

A completely new women’s shoe department had been installed in Rudy’s Store at 1611
Stone Street. Ray Richardson of St. Joseph managed the business, and the stock was owned
by Vern Thomas, also of St. Joseph.

A square dance was held in Dawson featuring Duryea’s Dixie Trio, who played all re-
quests.

Two soldiers from Richardson County met on a bridge in Korea. The two included Pfc.
Ralph Catlett and Pfc. Delman Shafer. Catlett, who was making a trip to Pusan with a mil-
itary convoy, spotted Shafer, who was guarding the bridge. Neither of the two had known
the other was in Korea.

Two men from Falls City were among 12 members of the clergy and 15 laypeople who
received fourth-degree awards from the Knights of Columbus. The men honored were Rev.
Irvin Weber and Peter Schawang.

The Board of County Commissioners agreed that the county would participate in the
operation of a two-way police radio system if the city government also participated. Instal-
lation of the system in three cars and one central station would cost approximately $3,000.
It was recommended that the radios be installed in the vehicles of the sheriff, the deputy
VKHULII
with a remote-control attachment connected with the police station.

Longtime local
organization celebrating 120th year

(Continued from Page 1)

according to the May 26, 1905, Falls City
Tribune. “With its membership compris-
ing many of our most prominent citizens
and the well-selected material in sight,
Falls City Lodge No. 963 should be a
winner.” The Strong Building was locat-
ed just north of the building occupied by
the J.C. Penney store. The Strong Build-

purchase price was $200.

In 1961, the Elks moved to its present
location at 1417 Stone Street. Fred Pe-
tersen was the Exalted Ruler that year. In
November 2014, the Lodge embarked on
an ambitious $350,000 remodel project.
During the project, the building was near-
ly entirely gutted, giving it a wide-open
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er, the Elks had already relocated by that
point.

At the time Falls City gained its char-
ter, there were 11 Elks Lodges present in
Nebraska. The three newest charters be-
longed to Falls City (34 members), Alli-
ance (46 members) and North Platte (54
members). Kearney was the next in line
to gain acceptance in the organization.
When recognized, Kearney would boast
a charter membership of 104.

At the time that Falls City joined, the
State of Nebraska had upwards of 2,500
Elk members. Omaha was the largest

Lincoln was next at 400, and Norfolk

our lodge in the last 50 years,” said Head
Trustee Rob Gerweck at the “wall-break-
ing” ceremony.

Recently, issues with the parking lot
have been addressed. Slowly, but surely,
the entire parking lot will be upgraded,
A[LQJ D ORQJWLPH LVVXH

The local Elks have long been essen-
tial to the community, but few have stuck
out like Lowell Lewis.

Another milestone for the local lodge
came on Friday, April 3, 2015, when the
Falls City Elks installed Kristy Gerweck
DV LWV AUVW IHPDOH ([DO
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membership in 1995. Kristy replaced out-
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City, to extinguish a small blaze in a haystack. Only slight damage was reported. Russell
Prater, Jesse Grush, Howard Grush and Carl Arnold responded to the call.

A hayrack ride for members of the Lions Club and their wives was held. Corda Wiemers
furnished transportation with a wagon and tractor. A steak fry was also held with 100 in
attendance.

Miss Leona Marlene Bachman and Raymond McKim, Jr., were united in marriage on
Saturday, October 7, at 2:00 p.m. at the Methodist Church parsonage. Miss Louise Bach-
man was the bridesmaid, and Jim Noll acted as best man.

Flashing a ground attack that couldn’t be stopped, Falls City defeated Plattsmouth 26-12
on Friday the 13th. The Tigers ran for 410 yards on the ground and held the Blue Devils to
158 yards of offense.

6WHOOD GHIHDWHG 6KXEHUW
game for Stella on a one-yard run.

In Eastbourne, England, a hotel bartender confessed that he and a female friend had con-
sumed 4,337 bottles of beer, 75 bottles of whisky, 49 bottles of gin, and 11 bottles of sherry

RYHU WKH ODVW AYH \HDUV ZLWKRXW SD\LQJ IRU
prison.
50 Years Ago, October 8-1975 to October 14, 1975 .
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speaker at the Bible Fellowship Church in Falls City.

OPPD announced it would charge customers for its use of costlier fuel during the recent
shutdown of the Fort Calhoun nuclear station. The extra charge would be spread over six
months.

Milt Harmon won the Richardson County Horseshoe Tournament held at City Park. Plac-
ing second was Alvin Strasil, and third went to Lloyd Bindle.

Tom Siefken, co-chairman of the Men’s Golf League, presented trophies to the cham-
pionship team of Max Rathan, Ed Hartman, Marlin Armbruster, Ross Smith and Chuck
Chaney.

Daniel Strecker, a Marine private, graduated from recruit training at the Marine Corps
Recruit Depot in San Diego.

The Falls City freshmen football team fell to Fairbury 42-12 at Jug Brown Stadium. Kev-

for FC.

Julie Wilhelm and Paul Heim were named queen and king at Humboldt, while Joni Hi-
hath and Mark O’Banion were queen and king at Falls City.

Betty Frederick leased the Pony Creek Inn, located south of town, and was set to reopen
the facility on October 13. Mrs. Frederick was also to continue operating the Crosstown
Café.

Scott Kreifels and Mary Jo O’Grady were named Sacred Heart’s king and queen at the
homecoming football contest against Nemaha Valley.

For Sale—1964 Chevelle Malibu SS, good tires. $300. Call 245-5181 after 6 p.m.

The faculty and students at Sacred Heart School gathered for the dedication of the Steven
J. Kopetzky Memorial Tower. Father Dan Pohl, Father James O’Connor and Father Nicho-
las Baker carried out the blessing of the tower.

The True Value Bargain of the Month was a 4-Qt—economy Speed Cooker for $8.99.

John Denver was voted Country Music’s Top Entertainer at the ninth annual Country
Music Association Awards in Nashville.

25 Years Ago, October 8, 2000 to October 14, 2000
Nineteen members of the FC FFA Chapter participated in the District Land Judging Con-
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John Huber and his 25-year-old grandson Ben Hall departed from the square in Humboldt
at 6 a.m. and reached the Courthouse in Falls City six hours and 15 minutes later.

Dr. Duane Stehlik, Superintendent of Falls City Public Schools, announced his retirement
at the end of the school year.

Jeremy Kearney had touchdown runs of 48, 36, 26, 26 and 43 yards as the Irish junior
high defeated Lourdes 40-6. Brett McKim ran for a pair of two-point conversions.

The DV Jets fell to Lewiston 1-15 and 11-15. Erin Fritz and Cori Harmon each scored
four points.

SunMart advertised 4lbs of bananas for $1 and Banquet frozen dinners for 69 cents.

An open house was held at the Falls City Water Treatment Plant, south of Rulo, to show-
case the plant’s $1.8 million renovation.

“Bring it On” and “Urban Legends-Final Cuts” were showing at the Arrow Twin Theater
in Hiawatha.

At Hullman’s Ford, you could choose from a 1999 Taurus or Sable starting at $12,500, a
1999 Contour or Mystique starting at $10,500, or a 1999 Mustang for $14,750.

Shannon Stemple, a Southeast Consolidated senior, playing softball for Falls City, was
named the Falls City Journal Athlete of the Week. Stemple earned 29 of Falls City’s 31
wins the past two years.

The Tiger volleyball team dropped a hard-fought match to the No. 9-ranked team in Class
B. Beatrice snuck out of Falls City with a 15-10 and 15-12 win. Aliza Kaottich set up her
teammates with 16 assists, while Melissa Kopf was 14-o0f-15 serving with nine points.

Peter Beekman, a former Falls City attorney, submitted his name to be considered for an
appointment as District Judge in the 4th Judicial District of Nebraska.

The Sacred Heart class of 1975 met at Lem’s Northvue Café to celebrate its 25-year

reunion. Class members de-
termined that Ken Thiltges
had changed the least, and
Hank Prater had changed the
most.

Members of Girl Scout
Troop 176 distributed home-
made bookmarks at the Lyd-
ia Bruun Library.

Nemaha Realty, Inc., ad-
vertised a 3-bedroom, 2 %
bath home with a one-car ga-
rage and carport for $53,000.

COUNTRY JAMBOREE

This Friday @ 6:30 pm
Stanton Lake, Falls City

EVERYONE WELCOME!
Questions: 402-883-0289

The popularity of the Elks in Falls City
skyrocketed, and by March 1921, the
membership in Falls City had exceeded
600.

Falls City hosted the 14th annual State
Association meetings on June 3 and 4,
1926, just 21 years after gaining mem-
bership. Joe C. Reavis was the Falls City
Exalted Ruler, and Blaine L. Yoder was
Secretary. The local newspapers were full
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In February of 1927, the Elks expand-
ed, obtaining the Country Club, two miles

pyestofown. \we Ells agsined (e&daR) Hah ehraskeEast.yy

debt of the club and agreed to maintain

her installation, Kristy had been involved
with the organization for over seven
years.

InJuly of 1975, longtime director of the
Elks Youth Program in Falls City, Lowell
/IHZLV EHFDPH WKH AUVW
&LW\ (ON WR EH HOHFWHG
At the 111th Grand Lodge convention in
Dallas, Mr. Lewis was elected Grand In-
ner Guard. At the time, Mr. Lewis was the
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and a former State
braska Elks Association. He also served
as a District Deputy Grand Exalted Ruler

WZR PRQWKV LQ
The Falls City Elks have had numer-
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the Country Club organization had been
in existence for six years. On that Febru-
ary night, eighty EIk members were pres-
ent for the vote, with 66 voting in favor of
accepting the offer of the Country Club.
The group thought it would be an added
bonus for the Elks to offer golf to their
members. The organization also planned
to complete the partially built clubhouse,
which had been begun years prior.
)ODVK

ing as Lewis.
Currently, Roger Lampe is the Exalt-
ed Ruler for the Falls City Elks. Lodge
#963 has a membership of 558. Lampe
is also presently serving as the 1st Vice
President of the Nebraska Elks.
Over the course of 120 years, Falls
City has produced six state presidents
since becoming a Lodge. W.W. Jenne was
WKH AUVW WR DVVXPH WK

IRUZDUG AYH \Eibrikvwas2aBtatekPresident in 1955,

, April 14, 1932, a meeting was held followed by William Heiser in 1962 and
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Country Club to a golfers’ organization.
It was reported on Friday, April 15, that
the Falls City Country Club Association
had purchased the lease, clubhouse and
equipment of the club from the Elks. The

Stokes became State President and in
2013 Ben Hullman held the title. Lampe
will become the seventh Falls City Elk to
become State President during the State
Meeting next spring.

§econd victim comes forward to
AOH FKDUJHYV DJDLQ

(Continued from Page 1)

to a public records request,

That victim later recanted
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Ramirez had beaten her
over days, weeks and

violent sexual encoun-
ters, strangled her, bit her
and whipped her with
belts and other objects. In
her petition, she alleged
Ramirez told her, “It’s not
that bad. Next time it will
be worse,” after she con-
fronted him about bruis-

the dismissal but denied 2025
release of investigative re-
WHVW 7KH WHDP RI %HQ 6FKRWW -DNH 5LHJHU $QWitR érc@a(wé(ﬁrﬁ(p( Peor® Qiting RéBraskal il O Rricddter
that exempts law enforce-
PHQW FHUWLAF De?Wdoi o &3Y0BI00OV L
gations from disclosure.

&RXUW AOLQJVe B a&hediledhdappehr
that on Dec. 24, 2024,
police were called
Ramirez’s residence for
a domestic disturbance.

osted bail
dentyNout

remains in custody in Paw-

Ramirez’ has

bond. Court records show

Oct. 20 and Nowv. 6.

All charges remain alle-
gations, and Ramirez has
not been convicted.

o

es. The petition further
alleged Ramirez made
frequent derogatory com-
ments about people of
other races and claimed
he would stop and search
drivers based solely on ap-
pearance.

The new charges came
after similar charges were
AOHG LQ 3DZQH
The victim came forward
after learning Ramirez had
been jailed in the Pawnee
case.

Nebraska Commission
on Law Enforcement and
Criminal Justice records
show Ramirez’s law en-
IRUFHPHQW

FH ‘Wﬁ_ A ]
was the subject of a revo- 4. - LEDICATION

cation case in early 2024.
At its January 19, 2024
meeting, the Commission
dismissed the case, and no
changes were made to his
FHUWLAFDWLRQ
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5:00-6:00PM: SociaL Hour
6:00PM: CEeLEBRATION DINNER

$15ERSONRS/P's APPRECIATEINOT
MANDATORYPULLEDPORK BAKEDBEANS& COLESLAV\I

, 620N GERp\G4ME

SOUTHEND OF PARKINGLOT




