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The Richardson County Fair honored long-standing farm families 
Thursday, Sept. 11, with the presentation of Ak-Sar-Ben Farm Fam-
ily Awards. The ceremony was held at 7:30 p.m., prior to the free 
acts on the midway.

Richardson County Farm Bureau President Andy Dunn opened 
the program by highlighting the role organizations like Farm Bu-
reau play in supporting agriculture. He noted that while the number 
of farmers continues to decline and the average age of producers in-
creases, advocacy groups are working to ensure agriculture remains 
strong for future generations.

 He said membership also provides farmers with practical ben-
efits that go beyond advocacy, including savings on equipment and 
services. Dunn explained that the Richardson County Farm Bureau 
holds four meetings a year and annual membership dues are $61. In 
addition to supporting advocacy efforts in Lincoln and Washington, 
D.C., members also receive several benefits and discounts.

Dunn said the Ak-Sar-Ben awards are a reminder of the impor-
tance of keeping farm traditions alive. The honors, presented in 
partnership with Nebraska Farm Bureau and the Nebraska Asso-
ciation of Fair Managers, recognize Nebraska families who have 
maintained ownership of the same farmland for generations. The 
Pioneer Farm Family Award is given for 100 years of family owner-

ship, and the Heritage Farm Family Award is given for 150 years. 
Since the 1960s, nearly 10,000 families across the state have been 
recognized.

Following his remarks, Dunn and Richardson County Agricultural 
Society President Joe Standerford presented this year’s awards.

The 100-Year Pioneer Farm Family Award was presented to the 
Frederick J. Thiltges Revocable Trust. The Watton farm, located six 
miles north of Falls City, was originally purchased by Joseph An-
thony Watton in 1877. He acquired the 160 acres from his parents’ 
estate for $2,550. The last descendant to live on the farm was Lillie 
Watton, who remained there until the 1970s. The farm has always 
been operated by family members and is now cared for by Fred and 
Laurie Thiltges, with help from Ken, Jacob and Stephen Thiltges. 
The award was accepted by Fred and Laurie Thiltges. The family 
said they hope there will be many more future generations who will 
care for the land.

Agriculture remains the backbone of southeast Nebraska’s econo-
my and community life. Generations of farm families have provid-
ed stability, food production and local leadership, making farming 
one of our region’s most vital traditions and industries. 

The 150-Year Heritage Farm Award was presented to the Tru-
man Brownson Farm. Accepting the award were Dick and Jennifer 

  Saying “I don’t need newspapers; I get my news from the internet.” is the same 
as saying “I don’t need farmers; I get my food at the supermarket.”

Ak-Sar-Ben Farm Family Awards presented at Richardson County Fair

Accepting the 150-Year Heritage Farm Award were Dick and Jennifer 
James, Don Ballue, Charlotte James Wallace, Elizabeth Wallace and Sha-
ron Hamilton. (Photo by Sandy Stalder)

 The 100-Year Pioneer Farm Family Award award was 
accepted by Fred and Laurie Thiltges. (Photo by Sandy 
Stalder)

By Amber Holle
Excitement filled Stone Street on Saturday, Sep-

tember 13, as The Would Eye Sports Bar & Grill 
celebrated its official grand opening and ribbon 
cutting. Though the popular hangout has already 
been serving guests for several weeks under new 
ownership, the celebration marked the start of a 
new era for the longtime Falls City favorite at 
1821 Stone Street.
The sports bar and grill was recently purchased 

by Brandon Brown, who grew up in York, Ne-
braska, before moving to Falls City in 2017 to 

serve as maintenance director at Falls City Foods. 
For Brown, the decision to step into restaurant 
ownership came from a simple passion. “I’ve 
always loved making people happy with good 
food, so I thought what a fun place for great food 
and libations,” he shared.
Since taking ownership, Brown has been hard at 

work giving The Would Eye a refreshed look and 
expanded offerings. Updates include new paint, 
additional TVs for sports fans, and a kitchen up-
grade to improve both quality and speed of ser-
vice. He is also introducing a kid’s menu, aiming 

The Would Eye Sports Bar & Grill celebrates 
re-grand opening under new ownership

  To get in this Community
events column, place an ad 
in the Falls City Journal by 
contacting Brian at brian@
fcjournal.net or Nikki at 
nikki@fcjournal. Ads placed 
in the Journal are placed on 
our website calendar updated 
as ads come into the office.

These great places
are hiring!

• Magnolia Metal Corp.
• HTRS Public School
• Nemaha County Hospital
• Sac and Fox Nation of 
    Missouri in Kansas & 
    Nebraska
• Southeast District Health 
    Department

27 Land Auction at FC Elks 
Club 2:00PM

12 Elks Club 120 Yr. Cel-
ebration & Dedication 
Ceremony 4:30PM  A former 

FCPD officer 
and Wahoo 
Police Depart-
ment Officer is 
the subject of a 
domestic abuse 
protection or-
der and crimi-
nal charges, ac-

Court filings allege 
abuse by former 

local officer

cording to court records.
A petition for a domestic abuse 

protection order was filed in a 
Nebraska County District Court. 
The petition requested relief un-
der Nebraska’s Protection from 
Domestic Abuse Act against Juan 
J. Ramirez. According to the peti-

The Richardson County Com-
missioners gathered on Wednes-
day morning, September 24, 
2025, at the Richardson County 
Courthouse in Falls City. Com-
missioners Caverzagie, Karas and 
Campbell answered the roll call.

The Board met with Highway 
Superintendent Steve Darveau Jr. 
to discuss maintenance on county 
roads. Darveau reported that, “the 
roads that were great, are good; 

Discussions ongoing 
regarding Sheriff’s 

Dept. responses 
on tribal land

4 Blessing of the 
Animals Service 11:00AM 
at St. Thomas Episcopal 
Church at 16th & Harlan

28 Land Auction at FC Elks 
Club 10:00AM

3 Elaine Schwarting Estate 
Tag Sale 9AM-4PM 
2712 McLean St.

Elaine Schwarting Estate 
Tag Sale 9AM-4PM 
2712 McLean St.

5 Sunday Fun Day in Falls 
City, Noon to 4PM




