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CoMMUNITY
EVENTS

ADVERTISED IN THIS WEEKS PAPER

August

16 Battle of the Polka Bands
at Table Rock Public
Square 7:30 PM

FC Volunteer Fire Dept.
Fish Contest at Stanton
Lake 4:00-7:00

21

Richardson County
Historical Society
Program and Annual
Meeting 2:00PM

Christ Lutheran Church
Taco Feed 5-7PM at 2310
Barada St.

23

24

Early deadline for
advertising and legals
for the 9/3 edition of the
Falls City Journal-Noon

28

September
1 Office of the Falls City

Journal Closed

3 Ranch & Farm Land
Auction at FC Elks Club
11AM

To get in this Community
events column, place an ad
in the Falls City Journal
by contacting Nikki at
nikki@fcjournal. Ads
placed in the Journal are
placed on our website
calendar which is updated
as ads come into the office.

THESE GREAT PLACES
ARE HIRING!

* Smart Chicken

» Magnolia Metal Corp.

* Auburn Housing Authority

« HTRS Public School

* SE District Health Dept.

e Sac and Fox Nation of MO in
KS and NE

e Nemaha NRD
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Talks of chickens and treasurer’s report dominate council meeting

The City Council met on Monday, August 5, 2025, at City Hall
in Falls City. A full room and agenda greeted the council mem-
bers on Monday. All Board members were present for roll call. The
Council approved the agenda, the minutes from July 21, 2025, and
claims for August 5, 2025.

City Administrator Anthony Nussbaum applauded Animal Con-
trol Officer Lindsey Jones for achieving a 90 percent save rate for
2024. Best Friends Animal Society recognized the City of Falls
City Pound for maintaining and achieving no-kill status for 2024
by exceeding a 90 percent save rate for cats and dogs.

He also mentioned that the City currently has 16 projects ongo-
ing, ranging from the conception stage to some reaching the com-
pletion stage quickly.

Three firms met with the Board regarding engineering services
for the Energy Forward Transmission Improvement Project. The
three applicants scored the highest out of six and were recommend-
ed by the Board of Public Works, subsequently giving 15-20-min-
ute presentations to the Board. The three firms in the running are
HDR, Power Engineers and Olsson.

According to Nussbaum the next step is to make a selection and
enter into negotiations to develop the scope of work. If no agree-
ment can be reached, the City can move on to a second firm and
begin negotiations with it.

Councilperson Derrick Leyden made a motion to create a com-
mittee to discuss the pros and cons of each firm.

“This is a lot to digest,” said Leyden. “I don’t think it’s fair to
choose one of you, they were all three great presentations. I would
hate to pull the trigger after twenty minutes. You guys put way too
much time in this to make a knee-jerk reaction.”

The committee, which will consist of three council members,
up to two Board of Public Works members, Trevor Campbell and

Nussbaum, will make a recommendation to the Board at the follow-
ing Council meeting. The motion passed 8-0.

Next on the agenda was a discussion to once again table the June
2025 Treasurer’s Report due to the report not being finalized. The
report was already tabled at the July 21, 2025, Council meeting.

One of the findings in the recent audit report from Julie D. Bau-
man, CPA, P.C., stated that a material weakness of the City was fi-
nancial reporting. According to the report, the City Treasurer is sup-
posed to give the Council a complete financial report every month,
including how much money is in each fund, what was spent and
what’s left in the accounts. The City is expected to keep accurate
records and regularly verify that all figures add up. For the last fis-
cal year, the City lacked sufficient checks and balances to ensure
the accuracy of its financial records. Certain accounts were either
wrong or weren’t updated on time. In short, without proper checks
and balances in place, the financial decisions and budget planning
could be based on incorrect information.

Councilperson Kenny Killingsworth noted that he had contacted
the State Auditor regarding the situation.

“I think we should not do that,” said Killingsworth, referring to
tabling the report. “We’re going to get in trouble if we table this.
That’s what got us in trouble with the audit last time, putting this
off, not getting it done.”

Council members Buckminster and Leyden each spoke in support
of Nussbaum, stating that the Council needed to be patient with the
City Administrator/Treasurer/Clerk and allow him time to get his
work completed.

Nussbaum specified that due to a heavy workload, the June recon-
ciliations were incomplete. He cited four after-hours meetings dur-
ing the current week and multiple noon-hour meetings.

(Please turn to Page 3)
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County Commissioners discuss
possible changes to the

floodway/floodplain ordinance

The Richardson County Board of Commissioners met on Wednes-
day, August 6, at the Richardson County Courthouse for a regular-
ly scheduled meeting. Commissioners Campbell, Caverzagie and
Karas answered the roll call. Lance Braun, a legislative aide for
Senator Bob Hallstrom, was in attendance.

Road Department Foreman Julie Vollmer reported to the Board
that progress was being made on cleaning ditches in areas where
construction projects are ongoing.

Sheriff Rick Hardesty informed the Board that the jail facility
was currently holding 18 inmates, including three out-of-county
holds. The Sheriff also reported that his department made 38 ar-
rests in July and fielded 1,157 calls for service, with 377 of those
being for traffic stops. During the recent grant period, the Sher-
iff Department received 766 calls, with 259 for traffic stops. Dur-
ing those stops, 84 citations were written and 27 individuals were
arrested. The Board approved the purchase of a 2025 Ford F150
Police Responder for $47,987.00 through the State of Nebraska
Contract 16076(0OC).

Hardesty informed the Board that the Law Enforcement Center
has an audit for general inspection on August 19, 2025.

The Quad County Historical Society met with the Commission-
ers, presenting an annual report and requesting the continuation of
$5,000 in funding for the Quad County Museum located in Hum-
boldt. Historical Society representative Sandy Stalder advised the
Board that the requested funds could go towards the purchase of
additional mannequins, shelving for wall displays, room dividers,
promotional items and production of a newsletter. The Board will
take the funding request under consideration. The museum is open
the second Sunday of every month from 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m.

The Board heard from many department heads regarding pro-
posed budgets for the 2025-2026 fiscal year. Commissioners heard
from County Clerk Magistrate Bethany Godemann, Veterans Ser-
vice Officer Odis Fields, EMA Director Brian Kirkendall, Clerk of
District Court Pam Scott, County Clerk Mary L. Eickhoff, Asses-
sor Kim Riggs and County Attorney Samantha Scheitel.

Mr. Fields asked the Board to consider a pay raise for his position
and that of his assistant. He presented the Board with information
on funds received in the County from work his office completes

(Please turn to Page 3)

4 Door Crew Cab
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LIFE SAVING AED
CALL 911 FOR ACCESS CODE TO OPEN

WE NEED YOUR HELP

HELP RAISE MONEY FOR AN ALL CLIMATE CONTROL
AED FOR THE DALLAS JONES MEMORIAL PARK

Life-saving devices
needed at city parks

Former resident and 2021 Falls City High School graduate Brenna
Leyden is on a mission to make Falls City, in particular the Fiedler
Family Ball Complex, a safer place for everyone.

Leyden, a recent graduate from Bryan College of Health Sciences,
currently works in the Trauma ICU at Bryan West and has served as
an EMT with the Hickman Rural Fire Department for the past four
years.

The former Tiger was inspired to assist her former community af-
ter helping organize a fundraiser in Hickman to install an outdoor
AED (Automated External Defibrillator) at the ballfields.

“The success of that project inspired me to give back to my home-
town in a similar way,” said Leyden.

Leyden intends to raise funds to install a 24/7 outdoor AED at
the complex in Falls City, noting that the current device, located
inside the concession stand at the ballpark, is not accessible when
the building is closed.

The objective will be to install a climate-controlled outdoor cabi-
net to house the AED in a centrally located area within the complex.
The enclosure protects the apparatus from direct sunlight. It has a
heater installed to prolong the life of the batteries and to ensure the
pads and medication remain at a safe operating temperature.

The project will not only benefit the citizens of Falls City, but any-

(Please turn to Page 8)
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Prairie Doc

Breaking the silence: Ending the stigma

around addiction and mental health

By Dr. Melissa Dittberner

In South Dakota and across the whole United States, addic-
tion and mental health struggles touch every community. Yet
far too often, people suffer in silence—not because help isn’t
available, but because stigma keeps them from reaching for it.

Stigma shows up in many forms. It’s the harmful comments
we hear about people who use substances. It’s the judgment
directed at those struggling with depression, anxiety or trau-
ma. It’s even the quiet self-blame people carry, believing they
should be able to “snap out of it” or that asking for help makes
them weak.

Social stigma is deeply embedded in our systems and culture.
It can show up in the way medical professionals talk about pa-
tients, in media portrayals that dehumanize or in policies that
punish rather than support. When people internalize these mes-
sages, they may avoid seeking care altogether—also known as
label avoidance. They fear being labeled as “addicts” or “cra-
zy,” and would rather struggle alone than face the shame and
judgment that too often follows disclosure.

This silence can be and is deadly. Addiction is a treatable
health condition. Mental health challenges are human, not
moral failings. But when stigma gets in the way, it cuts people
off from connection, care and healing.

So how do we fight it?

We lead with compassion. We create spaces where people are
met with dignity, not dismissal. We challenge our own biases
and educate ourselves on the realities of addiction and mental
health. We tell the truth: recovery is possible, and people are so
much more than their struggles.

At the University of South Dakota, the Department of Addic-
tion Counseling & Prevention is committed to changing the
narrative. Our students and faculty work to educate, advocate
and care for people across the region—whether in treatment
settings, prevention programs or community outreach efforts.

To help make that shift, faculty members in the department
are using a grant to provide prevention, harm reduction, treat-
ment and recovery services for those individuals with sub-
stance use disorders who are involved with the courts. The $2
million grant will integrate:

- Integrated Peer Support Services: The grant funds peer sup-
port specialists to work directly with Drug Court participants,
offering lived experience guidance, accountability and recov-
ery support.

- Wraparound Care Model: Emphasizes coordinated care—
connecting participants to medical, behavioral health, housing
and employment resources.

- Focus on Sustainability: Aims to increase the number of bill-
able services and set up systems for long-term sustainability
beyond the grant period.

- Data-Driven Outcomes: Includes metrics for reducing recid-
ivism, increasing treatment engagement and improving partic-
ipant stability.

We believe that no one should be ashamed to ask for help.
Everyone deserves access to care, and everyone deserves to be
treated with humanity.

Ending stigma won’t happen overnight, but it starts with all of
us. We can speak up when we hear harmful language. We can
be a listening ear. We can make room for people to show up
exactly as they are—and meet them with respect.

Let’s be a community where no one has to hide their pain.
Let’s create a South Dakota where people feel safe to heal.

Melissa Dittberner, or “Dr. Mo” as she is known to her stu-
dents, is a professor in the Addiction Counseling & Preven-
tion Department at the University of South Dakota. She has
a Ph.D. in counseling and psychology in education, master’s
degree in addiction studies and a bachelor’s degree in health
sciences. She does research on college students’ substance use,
pedagogy, addiction and harm reduction. Dr. Mo is also a cer-
tified prevention specialist.
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All things Nebraska
In a debt crisis, a new ballroom, Air
Force One and billions for ICE are a waste

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner

Forgive me if I’'m feeling a
little confused (regular read-
ers of this column will prob-
ably say “what’s new?””) but
aren’t we in a national debt
crisis?

Our national debt has bal-
looned to nearly $37 tril-
lion dollars in recent years,
thanks in large part to spend-
ing during the COVID-19
pandemic to assure that
businesses didn’t close and
workers could still feed their
families and pay the bills.

The debt is why, supposed-
ly, that we allowed a team of
20-somethings with no gov-
ernment experience called
the Department of Govern-
ment Efficiency or DOGE
to take a meat cleaver to
federal agencies.

In the end, it was more of a
butter knife. Instead of cut-
ting $2 trillion, as the pres-
ident and Elon Musk boast-
ed, it was less than $200
billion.

Regardless, there’s still
a need to cut government
spending.

So why are we spending
$200 million in donated
funds to install a ballroom at
the White House?

And why are we devoting
$400 million to $1 billion in
taxpayer money to retrofit
(and make sure it’s not full
of surveillance bugs) a $400
million plane given to Presi-
dent Trump by Qatar, which
he will get to keep after he
leaves office?

And why are we spending
an additional $170 billion to
build dozens of new immi-
gration detention facilities,
build more border wall, and
hire hundreds of new agents
for the Immigration and
Customs Enforcement?

I’ve seen lean budget times
at the Nebraska Legislature
(as have four of our five con-
gressional  representatives
who served in the Unicam-
eral or the governor’s man-
sion) and when there’s no
money to spend, or a need
to cut spending to make the
budget balance, guess what,
there’s no spending on frills
like a ballroom, a fancy new
plane or a nearly 300% in-
crease in an agency’s budget
for new prisons.

Let’s take immigration en-
forcement for instance. The
flow of immigrants over the
border has been reduced to a
trickle, so do we really need
more border wall right now?

And the effort to round
up “the worst of the worst”
seems to have done that, and
now ICE raids seem to be
more about meeting a quota
of 3,000 arrests a day, by ar-
resting anyone, than round-
ing up the so-called “crimi-
nal aliens.”

You might recall that of the
76 people detained at the
ICE raid on an Omaha meat
processing plant, fewer than
20 had any arrest records in
Nebraska and most of those
were for minor offenses,
according to the Omaha
World-Herald.

People being detained by
ICE, for the most part, are
working at jobs or at com-
panies that desperately need
workers. So rather than ship
off such people to new, ex-
pensive prisons, figure out a
way to keep them on the job,
filling jobs that, for the most
part, other people won’t do.

That would save a whole
lot of taxpayer money. And
guess what, if people are
still working, they keep pay-
ing taxes, and contributing
to society. As I recall, they
call that a “win-win.”

What about the plane? Do

we really need a new Air
Force One right now? Isn’t
that something that can be
put off until our debt is un-
der control? And why do we
need to disassemble such a
plane and reassemble it to
assure it’s not filled with lis-
tening devices? What hap-
pened to “American First?”

The gift from Qatar is un-
precedented, and comes
after Trump’s company
agreed to build a $5.5 bil-
lion golf course in that Mid-
dle East kingdom. So some
folks wonder if it meets the
smell test. (And don’t for-
get, we’ve spent an estimat-
ed $70 million so far this
year so Trump can golf, and
he golfs about once every
four days.)

Now we come to the ball-
room. There are dozens of
them in and around Wash-
ington, D.C. Do we real-
ly need one at the White
House?

OK, so the president and
some of his friends will do-
nate the funds to build it.

But when we’re laying off
government workers, drag-
ging hard-working immi-
grants out of workplaces,
and cutting off health care
and food stamps for mil-
lions, the optics of building
a “ballroom” — even with
donated funds — aren’t good.

If we truly have a debt
crisis, by all means cut un-
necessary spending. But I’d
include a new ballroom, a
fancy new plane and dozens
of new ICE prisons as un-

necessary.

Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-
braska state government and the
state for decades. He retired in April
as senior contributor with the Ne-
braska Examiner. He was previously
with the Omaha World-Herald, Lin-
coln Journal Star and Omaha Sun. A
native of Ralston, Nebraska, he loves
traveling and writing about the state.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: BACK TO SCHOOL

ACROSS

1.*Report ____

5. One on the beat

8. Put on the payroll

12. Fan sound

13. Buckeye State

14. Indy entrant

15. Table mountain

16. 2021 movie “The Harder
They ____”

17. Carry away, in a way

18.*  Readers

20. Weary walk

21. Basketry stick

22.*____ time for preschool-
ers

23. Plums and cherries genus
26. Allegiance

30. Crew propeller

31.Rh in Rh disease

34. Your majesty

35. Miss of the Muppets
37.Band event

38. Asci, sing.

39. Olympic castaway

40. *Didn’t fail

42. Frozen H20

43. Took a penny-farthing,
e.g.

45. *Punctuation marks for fa-
mous words

47. Maltese or Havanese, e.g.
48. *Use Play-Doh

50. Cheap trinket
52.*3+x=10, e.g.

55. Soviet place of exile

56. Curtis, to friends

57. Beehive state

59. *Olden-day notebook

60. Honey-producing facility
61. Sushi restaurant soup

62. Location of altar

63. Type of poem

64. Sing like Ella Fitzgerald

5

DOWN

1. Mountain basin

2. Attention grabber

3. Reduced Instruction Set Com-
puter

4. Hiccup’s Toothless, e.g.,

5. Irritate by rubbing

6. Persian Gulf ship

7. Multi-

8. *”Get out of classroom” per-
mit (2 words)

9. International Civil Aviation
Organization

10. Retired, shortened

11. Bard’s before

13. Lacking cordiality

14. Settle a debt

19. Unethical loaner’s practice
22. Us, in Mexico

23. Temporary store

24. Reason to strike

25. Prodded

26. Totes or tugs

27. Permissible

28. Cease-fire

29. Many affirmatives
32.“Good grief!”

33. Bro’s counterpart

36. *School alum

38. Next step for juvenile

40. Margaret, for short

41. Describe as similar

44. Elks’ hangout

46. Poppy derivative, pl.

48. Marine cephalopod

49. *Grading arch

50. Big one at 7-Eleven

51. Regrettably, exclamation

52. Sound reflection

53. Auditory

54.U.S. space agency, acr.

55. Geological Society of Amer-
ica

58. *Van Halen’s “___ for
Teacher”

CALL CONSUMER CELLULAR

Off First Month
of New Service!
USE PROMO CODE: GZ590

Consumer

Cellular

888-804-0913

© 2023 Consumer Cellular Inc. For promo details please call 888-804-0913
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“SeEz-I’ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

published.

Falls City, NE 68355.

We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-Is” All letters sent to the Falls
City Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification.

We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste,
libelous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be

Letters may be e-mailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street,
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75 Years Ago, August 13, 1950 to August 19, 1950

A motorist ran into a pre hydrant in Humboldt and drove off without reporting the
accident, resulting in a section of the town being without water. The Humboldt stand-
pipe was virtually emptied, resulting in both Humboldt hospitals being without water.
The Humboldt hospital was serviced by a hose running from the Guy Cooper, Sr. home,
while water was hauled to the Holman hospital throughout the day.

Weather recorder Kate Kloepfel reported 3.43 inches of rain over the weekend.

Fifty-pve members of Company B, Falls Cityds National Guard Unit, arrived home
after two weeks of training in Missouri. The company, commanded by 1st Lt. Tom
Johnson, received a plaque for having the highest percentage of men attending. The
local unit had 55 of 56 present for the drills.

Two eight-year-old boys from Preston admitted to placing an obstacle on the Burling-
ton train tracks. The pair laid two steel tie plates on the rails, but luckily, the locomotive
passed over the objects safely.

Cecil B. DeMillefs masterpiece, 0Sampson and Delilah,6 starring Hedy Lamarr and
Victor Mature, showed at the Rivoli Theater. Admission for adults was 76 cents for
matinee showings and $1.00 for the night audience. Childrends tickets were 35 cents for
all shows.

Falls City residents had the opportunity to see an up-and-coming star when Leslyle
Banning, a Universal Pictures contract player, came to the Rivoli Theater stage. The
20-year-old had recently signed a long-term contract and was being groomed for star-
dom.

Residents of Falls City paid a combined property tax of $63.29 on each $1,000 of
taxable valuation in the 1950-51 year, a drop of eight cents on each $1,000 of valuation.

State Selective Service Manpower Chief Lt. Col. Francis Drath stated that Nebraska
could expect a draft quota of 435 men for November.

A near-record crowd of 21,000 fans swarmed into Sidney, lowa, for what was billed
as othe worldds greatest outdoor rodeo.6

The Pennsylvania colony of the Dawson community held its 29th annual reunion at
the auditorium in Humboldt. Orville Wuster, president, presided over the business por-
tion of the gathering. Mrs. Rose Heim was the oldest in attendance and Kent Lee Fiala
was the youngest.

Superintendent Ralph Andrews announced that Falls City Public Schools would open
for classes on September 5.

Mr. and Mrs. E.M. Bachman of Rulo announced the engagement of their daughter,
Miss Leona Marlene Bachman, to Raymond S. McKim, Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Ray-
mond S. McKim, Sr., of Shelby, NE.

Lefty Jim Wright pitched the Pawnee City Class B Legion team to a 10-0, no-hit, no-
run win over Plattsmouth in the Area C double-elimination tourney at Wymaore. Wright
struck out 11 batters en route to the win.

For Salefi 80-acre farm, has 40 acres bottom ground and balance in timber and pas-
ture. Nice bungalow and other small improvements. Price $8,000.

50 Years Ago,August 13, 1975 to August 19, 1975

The Southeast Nebraska Telephone Co. pled an application with the Nebraska Public
Service Commission for an increase in rates and charges. The last rate increase was es-
tablished by the commission in 1972, based on operations for the year 1971.

The new multipurpose facility at the Dawson-Verdon school was progressing rapidly,
with hopes that the shop area would be complete by the start of school. The facility
would house a shop work area, classrooms and locker rooms.

Running at the G®teborg Games in Sweden, John Walker set a new record in the mile.
Walker covered the distance in 3 minutes, 49.4 seconds, shaving 1.6 seconds from the
previous world record.

Approximately 200 livestock producers and businessmen from the county grilled
steaks at the 4-H show barn in Humboldt at the 15th annual cookout of the Richard-
son County Breeders and Feeders Association. Board members who handled the events
were John Bangert, Larry Weaver, Jr., Lyle Fritz, Lewis Zentner, Alfred Herr, Roger
Wilhelm and Lou Glathar.

The annual Dawson-Verdon horse show was held at the clubds grounds in Verdon.
Debbe Heineman, queen of the Dawson-Verdon Saddle Club, reigned over the festivi-
ties.

The NCAA prepared for some battles over recruiting and the size of coaching and
income distribution in an attempt to combat the skyrocketing costs of college sports.

Thirty-three youngsters played in the Pee Wee Golf Classic at the Country Club. Play-
ing holes no. 7, 8 and 9, Bryan Heinzelman shot a 30 to win the 4-6 age group.

Mike Castle, teacher of sophomore English at Falls City High School, was presented
the Jaycee of the Month award.

A quarter-block of business buildings on the south side of the Maryville, Mo., court-
house square was destroyed by pre. It was the fourth major downtown pre in the city in
the last 12 months.

For Sale--Black Diamond watermelons, $1, also some 75 cents. Lester Duerfeldt, 2
miles south of Barada, 1 east.

An early morning pre destroyed the high school in Highland, Kansas. City Marshal
Bill Gibson stated that all three yoors of the school collapsed, resulting in a total loss.

A super conference of approximately 75 college football teams was proposed to the
NCAA and was thought to become a reality as soon as 1976.

Bob Devaney, former University of Nebraska football coach and current athletic di-
rector, was a speaker at the annual Vets Club membership dinner.

25 Years Ago, August 13,2000 to August 19,2000

The Richardson County Historical Society initiated a fund drive to relocate the Muse-
um from Prichard Auditorium to a building of its own.

With all the massive construction and renovation projects at Falls City High, there was
some anxiety about how ready the building would be for the school year. But, ready it
was according to Principal Arlan Andreesen.

Some 775 graduates received diplomas from the University of Nebraska in Lincoln
at commencement exercises at the Devaney Center. Among them were Thomas Jason
Hillyard, Jennifer Eileen Schawang and Matthew John OiGrady.

Steve Simon shot a net 135 to win the Mends Championship at the Falls City Country
Club. Bill Simon, a 10-time winner and winner of the past six tourneys, pnished sev-
enth.

Former Falls City High School standout Doug 6Hoot6 Gibson was named as a mem-
ber of the Peru State College Hall of Fame Class of 2000.

Woodings-Verona Tool Works in Falls City planned to expand its tool production and
needed 15-20 new workers. The sales team recently scored a direct hit when a new ac-
count, Loweds, was secured. Ames/Woodings provided all the striking tools and repair
handles for the hardware giant. Pictured with the striking tools were pnishing supervisor
Randy Sailors, lathe operator Gayle Buckminster, forge supervisor John Martin and
plant engineer Kent Bieker.

SE School budget concerns were discussed by the board. Mike Apple, school princi-
pal, stated that the 2000-01 enrollment was 241, 18 students fewer than the year prior.

Jill Ortmeier and Matthew Montgomery were united in marriage on Saturday, June 17,
2000, at St. Mary@s Catholic Church in West Point.

Grant Woods caught a 4-pound, 3-0z. yathead catpsh to win the Annual Firemends
Fishing Contest at Stanton Lake. Grant was one of a whopping 211 entries. Jerry Clark
reported that 800 hot dogs and 800 cans of pop were served.

Talks of chickens and treasurerds report
dominate council meeting

(Continued from Page 1)

0l dondt take lunch,6 said Nussbaum. 0Ol
work eight to eight. I put in the report from
last Council meeting to Friday when | was
putting together the Council agenda, | was
leaving town, | had a hundred hours in.4

After a long and sometimes heated de-
bate, it was recommended to leave the item
tabled.

The Treasurerds Report is due on the 10th
of every month.

Another long discussion ensued regard-
ing establishing procedures and compli-
ance requirements for the keeping of fowl
in the city limits. Code Enforcement Ofp-
cer Lindsey Jones submitted a letter stat-
ing that no more than ten chickens would
be sufpcient; anything above that is likely
to produce odor and noise. Councilper-
son Sara Ruiz proposed the idea of doing
away with roosters in city limits, to which
most everyone agreed. Three citizens ap-
proached the podium to voice concerns
over the ordinance. Randy Scott, John Cav-
erzagie and James Kirkendall expressed the
desire to disallow roosters in town. Scott
said he would propose ten chickens and no
roosters.

0We live in town for a reason,0 said Scott.
olf we wanted to have all these animals,
wedd go elsewhere out in the country so it
wouldndt bother people.6

After a lengthy discussion, it was decided
to draft an ordinance that allows ten adult
chickens, no other fowl, no roosters, and to
hold a public hearing for neighbors to ad-
dress their concerns.

The Board heard from Clint Simmons,
eastern territory agent for LARM (League
Association of Risk Management), about
renewal coverage. LARM currently covers
the general side of operations for the City.
The Council voted to sign a new resolution

for three years with a pve percent discount
and raise the deductible to $5,000. Sim-
mons said he has worked with all the de-
partments in the City and has omade a ton
of changes for the benept of your commu-
nity because we were insuring things that
you didndt even have anymore.d

By moving the deductible from $2,500
to $5,000, the City will save $6,114.00 per
year.

The Board authorized an MOU with
Aliver foundation for the donation and in-
stallation of an AED at Dallas Jones Park.

The City was notiped that Julie Bauman,
CPA, P.C., was ceasing to be the auditor
and accountants for the annual audit, as
well as any other work that may fall within
the business purview. The proposed resolu-
tion will allow Falls City to solicit auditing
services and authorize the City Adminis-
trator to execute necessary correspondence
for transition to a new audit prm. The mo-
tion passed.

A resolution was also passed to execute a
franchise agreement with Skitter Cable TV.
The pervious agreement with Southeast
Nebraska Telephone Company for the priv-
ilege to erect and maintain wires and cable
infrastructure within public easements and
rights-of-way expire on August 29, 2024.
The Municipal Code requires that cable
service providers remit an occupational tax
and franchise fee equal to pve percent of
gross receipts from the sale of cable service
within City limits.

A resolution was passed to assess the
unpaid vacant property registration fee for
923 East 11th Street, 8-0. Class C Liquor
License renewals for Family Fare, The Den
LLC, Dollar Fresh and Frederick Spirits
LLC were passed.

The meeting was adjourned at 7:58 p.m.

Commissioners discuss possible changes

to the yoodway/yoodplain ordinance

(Continued from Page 1)

for veterans.

Fields noted that the dif-
ference in pay between
elected ofpcials and the
Veterans Service Ofpcer
has been debated since
1991.

OFrom 2018, the number
of veterans we had reg-
istered and in the system
was 674,0 said Fields. 0The
veterans brought over three
million dollars into the
County through compensa-
tion and pension. Through-
out the years, the number
of veterans has gone down,
but the amount of money
brought into the County has
gone up. The job we do is
important.6

County Treasurer Aman-
da Bartek-Ramsey ad-
dressed the Board regarding
pledge security receipts that
need to be exchanged with
F&M Bank. The motion to
approve the replacement
of the presented pledge se-
curities passed. The Com-
missioners also reviewed
the budget proposal with
the Treasurer and Deputy
Treasurer Rachel Jean. The
pair implored the Board to
consider an increase in the
wages for support staff in
the ofpce as it has fallen
behind with other salaries
in the area. The Board will
take the request under ad-
visement when it sets the
pnal 2025-2026 budget.

Emergency Management
Director Brian Kirkendall
and County Attorney Sa-
mantha Scheitel reviewed
the  yoodplain/yoodway
ordinance with the Board.
Also in attendance to an-
swer questions on the topic
were Elijah Kaufman from
the Nebraska Department
of Natural Resources and
Jared Reimers represent-
ing Congressman Adrian
Smithds ofpce. A form letter
was tendered to the Board
for their approval. The letter
will be dispatched to prop-
erty owners by the County
when the County becomes
aware of any improvements
or construction that would
violate the current ordi-
nance. After a discussion,

the Commissioners agreed
that a letter should be sent
to any property owner
when the County had been
made aware that possible
developments were being
made.

The current ordinance,
adopted in 2021, prohib-
its development in areas
mapped as yoodways. The
depnition of a yoodway
is as follows: A yoodway
is the channel of a river
or stream and the adjacent
land areas that must be kept
open to carry Yyoodwater
during a 100-year Yyood
event.

In October of 2021, a new
mapping study was complet-
ed, which required an updat-
ed ordinance. According to
Kaufman, 0As part of that
update, the County had ad-
opted no development what-
soever in the yoodway.6

Kaufman advised the
Board that the revision of
the ordinance will include
reverting to Nebraskals
minimum standard of al-
lowing some types of de-
velopment in the yoodway.

0The only thing that
would be prohibited would
be a residence,6 said
Kaufman.

The change would allow
RVs to be utilized in the
yoodways.

Kaufman told the Board
that there is a map revision
process that entails enlisting
an engineering prm to re-
view the current yoodway/
yoodplain map. However,
the process is expensive
and could render no chang-

es to the current mapping of
the area. Mr. Reimers noted
that there is a possibility for
some federal grant funding
to help with the cost of the
OLetter of Map Revision,0
and Kaufman added that
the NRD could have grant
money available also.

The state of Nebraska set
forth guidelines in 1967 that
restrict improvements in
yoodways to nonresidential
development. Inhabitable
structures in the yoodway
are prohibited by state law.

The County will examine
possible revisions to the
current ordinance, allowing
it to become less restrictive,
but remaining in accor-
dance with the regulations
of the state.

The Board recessed for a
short break at 1:07 p.m. and
reconvened at 2:00 p.m.
Commissioner Karas was
excused due to a prior com-
mitment.

Commissioners Campbell
and Caverzagie met with a
spokesperson from Kingery
Construction Company
to review the condition of
the tuckpoints on the up-
per area of the Courthouse
and the problems relating
to rainwater run-off in the
lower-level tunnel of the
building. The company
will submit pndings to the
Board for consideration.

A resolution to set the p-
nal allocation of tax levy
authority to the rural pre
districts and the agricul-
ture society passed. Claims
were paid and the meeting
was adjourned at 3:45 p.m.
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FALLS CITY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT

ANNUAL FISHING CONTEST
Thursday, August 21

at Stanton Lake
we coves” - Registration 4:00-9:00
ishing 5:00 - 7:00
Contestants receive a free snow

cone from Sip N Serenity!
Prizes handed out after the contest.
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zdis YOUR LOCAL VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPT!

THANK YOU FOR SUPPORTING




