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August

7 Johnson Estate Tag Sale
2015 Crook St., 4-7PM

8 Johnson Estate Tag Sale
2015 Crook St., 9-4PM

Country Jamboree at
Stanton Lake, 6:30 PM

9 Flag Retirement
Ceremony and HotDog/
Hamburger Special
American Legion. 4PM

Johnson Estate Tag Sale
2015 Crook St., 9-4PM

Bingo at the American
Legion

11
14

Toenail Trimming Clinic
at FC Family Practice
10:00AM-1:00PM

Fish Fry at the American
Legion

15

Bingo at the American
Legion

25

Atchison Co., MO Land
Auction, 10:00AM

26

Toenail Trimming Clinic
at FC Family Practice
10:00AM-1:00PM

28

THESE GREAT PLACES
ARE HIRING!

e Smart Chicken

» Magnolia Metal Corp.

* Nemaha County Hospital

e Nemaha County Community
Health Services-Sabetha

* Auburn Housing Authority

« HTRS Public School

» Pawnee City Development
Corp.

e Julie Bauman CPA, PC.

« Sac and Fox Nation of MO in
KS and NE
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website calendar, place an
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by contacting Nikki at
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Min1 Park

Everyone in Falls City has walked or driven by the Mini Park
that sits on the 1500 block of Stone Street, but how many know the
history behind the parcel, which is nestled between KawreS Super-
store on the north and Bill’s Pawn Shop on the south?

Three murals have graced the walls of the south building since
the 1980s, and a few years back, the discussion turned to adding a
fourth, updated mural to showcase the advances that Falls City has
made. The new mural, painted by Pat Steinman, with help from her
daughter and Tootie Ebel, will feature places such as the library,
the pool, the ball fields, Jug Brown Stadium, the hospital, the CBG
complex and the Roh Activity Center. It took the three artists nearly
a year and a half to complete, and since the last strokes were added,
the three large panels have been stored at Bob Aitken’s office.

Local contractor Jeromie Brown has agreed to position the new
mural and install new trim around the older paintings. He attempt-
ed to remove one of the murals to facilitate restoration, but encoun-
tered issues, leading to the decision to leave it on the building. The
final verdict was to leave the old paintings “as is” and install the
new panels on the west end of the building.

The Mini Park was the culmination of the efforts of merchants in

/

 City Edition

the 1500 block of Stone Street in the early 1980s. At the time, it was
billed as the community’s answer to tragedy. Four buildings, which
occupied the area now known as the Mini Park, were destroyed by a
fire on October 4, 1980. Initially, plans centered around finding busi-
nesses to reoccupy the region. However, talk soon turned to the idea
of filling the void with a park. Local entrepreneur Mary Whitehouse
seized the opportunity, and by the next meeting, she had secured an
agreement from the property owner that permitted the creation of
the park. Funding was the next hurdle. With help from the Falls City
Journal and KTNC Radio, the community was kept informed and
the park began to take shape. The group, along with many others,
pooled resources to level out the lots that were left after a fire flat-
tened the buildings that once stood there. According to the August
15, 1984, installment of The Journal, as the park began to develop
and take shape, the community responded in truly amazing fashion
and significant changes could be seen on a regular basis. The Mini
Park was officially dedicated on August 16, 1984. The Journal re-
ported that the project started with a few people trying to improve
the community and ended with a large portion of the population
(Continued on Page 14)

County approves
agreement
with Marvin
Planning Inc. for
comprehensive
plan and zoning

regulations

The Richardson County
Board of Commissioners gath-
ered on Wednesday, July 30,
2025, at the courthouse for a
regularly scheduled meeting.
All Board members answered
the roll call.

No action was taken on the
first item on the agenda. Kraig
Coonce addressed the Board,
requesting a real estate tax ex-
emption on lots 3 & 4 in Block
38 of Rulo Bedard located in
the Village of Rulo for the pur-
pose of creating a private cem-
etery on parcel 740095420. Af-

Falls City concts successfu
community emergency preparedness drill

i
U

201 N 6th
 Seneca, K§.

R

ter a discussion, County Attor-
ney Samantha Scheitel advised
the Board that she saw no laws
preventing Coonce from creat-
ing the cemetery as long as he
followed the proper process.

“The Board doesn’t really
have anything to approve, as-
suming you’re following state
statute and any zoning require-
ments if it is in the Village of
Rulo,” said Scheitel.

Scheitel  explained  that
Coonce needed to seek ap-
proval from the Village of Rulo
first. She encouraged Coonce

(Continued on Page 7)

Curtis Stahel, Safety Director for Ag Partners
Cooperative, in partnership with Community
Medical Center, Richardson County Emergency
Management, and local first responders, success-
fully conducted a full-scale emergency prepared-
ness drill on July 29 to test and strengthen the
area’s emergency response systems.

The drill simulated an anhydrous ammonia
release, allowing multiple agencies—including
Richardson County Emergency Management,
Falls City Rural Fire, Falls City Volunteer Fire
Department, Morrill Fire, Dawson-Verdon Fire,
Volunteer Ambulance, Falls City Police Depart-
ment, and the Richardson County Sheriff’s Of-
fice—to coordinate and practice their emergency
protocols in a realistic setting.

“This drill gave us the opportunity to evalu-
ate our communication systems, inter-agency
coordination, and overall readiness,” said Racy
Hullman, Quality Director for Community Medi-
cal Center. “We were impressed by the level of
collaboration and professionalism shown by all
participants.”

More than 50 individuals took part in the
event, including emergency responders, hospital
staff, city employees, and community volunteers.
Brown County Emergency Management attended
as observers, providing valuable feedback based
on their expertise. Nebraska State Patrol, Iowa
Tribe Police Department, and local community
members were also present to observe and learn
from the exercise.

(Please turn to Page 14)
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All things Nebraska
Changes in
broadband

program have
rural advocates
fretting
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Another big change was the
kind of broadband the pro-
gram would fund.
Initially, BEAD had a major
preference for internet carried
E\ AEHU RSWLF FDEOH ZKLFK LV
viewed as the Cadillac of de-
livery systems, and one that
can be upgraded as technolo-
gy advances.
But the recent changes now
mean that broadband ear
ried by satellites — like Elon
Musk’s StarLink system —
and broadcast via wireless
means are good enough.
That led some advocates of
broadband to say that rural
folks will have to settle for
second-rate internet service,
because wireless and satellite
systems can be disrupted by
weather or other electronic
signals, and is typically slow-
er than internet delivered via
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