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The Richardson County 
Board of Commissioners gath-
ered on Wednesday, July 30, 
2025, at the courthouse for a 
regularly scheduled meeting. 
All Board members answered 
the roll call.

No action was taken on the 
first item on the agenda. Kraig 
Coonce addressed the Board, 
requesting a real estate tax ex-
emption on lots 3 & 4 in Block 
38 of Rulo Bedard located in 
the Village of Rulo for the pur-
pose of creating a private cem-
etery on parcel 740095420. Af-
ter a discussion, County Attor-
ney Samantha Scheitel advised 
the Board that she saw no laws 
preventing Coonce from creat-
ing the cemetery as long as he 
followed the proper process.

“The Board doesn’t really 
have anything to approve, as-
suming you’re following state 
statute and any zoning require-
ments if it is in the Village of 
Rulo,” said Scheitel.

Scheitel explained that 
Coonce needed to seek ap-
proval from the Village of Rulo 
first. She encouraged Coonce 
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Everyone in Falls City has walked or driven by the Mini Park 
that sits on the 1500 block of Stone Street, but how many know the 
history behind the parcel, which is nestled between KawreS Super-
store on the north and Bill’s Pawn Shop on the south?

Three murals have graced the walls of the south building since 
the 1980s, and a few years back, the discussion turned to adding a 
fourth, updated mural to showcase the advances that Falls City has 
made. The new mural, painted by Pat Steinman, with help from her 
daughter and Tootie Ebel, will feature places such as the library, 
the pool, the ball fields, Jug Brown Stadium, the hospital, the CBG 
complex and the Roh Activity Center. It took the three artists nearly 
a year and a half to complete, and since the last strokes were added, 
the three large panels have been stored at Bob Aitken’s office.

Local contractor Jeromie Brown has agreed to position the new 
mural and install new trim around the older paintings. He attempt-
ed to remove one of the murals to facilitate restoration, but encoun-
tered issues, leading to the decision to leave it on the building. The 
final verdict was to leave the old paintings “as is” and install the 
new panels on the west end of the building.

The Mini Park was the culmination of the efforts of merchants in 

Mini Park Makeover: Falls City Edition
the 1500 block of Stone Street in the early 1980s. At the time, it was 
billed as the community’s answer to tragedy. Four buildings, which 
occupied the area now known as the Mini Park, were destroyed by a 
fire on October 4, 1980. Initially, plans centered around finding busi-
nesses to reoccupy the region. However, talk soon turned to the idea 
of filling the void with a park. Local entrepreneur Mary Whitehouse 
seized the opportunity, and by the next meeting, she had secured an 
agreement from the property owner that permitted the creation of 
the park. Funding was the next hurdle. With help from the Falls City 
Journal and KTNC Radio, the community was kept informed and 
the park began to take shape. The group, along with many others, 
pooled resources to level out the lots that were left after a fire flat-
tened the buildings that once stood there. According to the August 
15, 1984, installment of The Journal, as the park began to develop 
and take shape, the community responded in truly amazing fashion 
and significant changes could be seen on a regular basis. The Mini 
Park was officially dedicated on August 16, 1984. The Journal re-
ported that the project started with a few people trying to improve 
the community and ended with a large portion of the population 

Curtis Stahel, Safety Director for Ag Partners 
Cooperative, in partnership with Community 
Medical Center, Richardson County Emergency 
Management, and local first responders, success-
fully conducted a full-scale emergency prepared-
ness drill on July 29 to test and strengthen the 
area’s emergency response systems.

The drill simulated an anhydrous ammonia 
release, allowing multiple agencies—including 
Richardson County Emergency Management, 
Falls City Rural Fire, Falls City Volunteer Fire 
Department, Morrill Fire, Dawson-Verdon Fire, 
Volunteer Ambulance, Falls City Police Depart-
ment, and the Richardson County Sheriff’s Of-
fice—to coordinate and practice their emergency 
protocols in a realistic setting.

“This drill gave us the opportunity to evalu-
ate our communication systems, inter-agency 
coordination, and overall readiness,” said Racy 
Hullman, Quality Director for Community Medi-
cal Center. “We were impressed by the level of 
collaboration and professionalism shown by all 
participants.”

More than 50 individuals took part in the 
event, including emergency responders, hospital 
staff, city employees, and community volunteers. 
Brown County Emergency Management attended 
as observers, providing valuable feedback based 
on their expertise. Nebraska State Patrol, Iowa 
Tribe Police Department, and local community 
members were also present to observe and learn 
from the exercise.

Falls City conducts successful 
community emergency preparedness drill

County approves 
agreement 

with Marvin 
Planning Inc. for 
comprehensive 
plan and zoning 

regulations
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Atchison Co., MO Land 
Auction, 10:00AM
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Toenail Trimming Clinic 
at FC Family Practice 
10:00AM-1:00PM
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Toenail Trimming Clinic 
at FC Family Practice 
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Bingo at the American 
Legion
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Walk,Don’t Run
By: Nikki McKim

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: AT THE CIRCUS

DOWN
1. Tom Jones’ “____ a Lady”
2. *Big Top
3. Gulf V.I.P.
4. Remodeled
5. Tests
6. Settle a debt
7. Biblical place of bliss
8. *”The Greatest Showman” pro-
tagonist
9. Equals length times width
10. Multicolored horse
11. Dashboard acronym
13. Type of heart pain
14. Moses’ mountain
19. Hollywood legend ____ Shearer
22. *Like circus audience’s experi-
ence, hopefully
23. Bow-like structure
24. Dodge
25. Trunks
26. *Three-____ circus
27. What phoenix did
28. Batu Khan’s people
29. JD Vance’s “Hillbilly ____”
32. Civil disorder
33. African grazer
36. *Sound of circus
38. Money under mattress, e.g.
40. *Aerialist’s bouncy safety de-
vice
41. Piled
44. Twisted cotton thread
46. Give it generously
48. *Funny one
49. James Dean’s famous role
50. It will
51. *Unwelcome reception, pl.
52. Cupid, to the Greeks
53. Sodium hydroxide
54. ____caca, South American lake
55. Trough stuff
56. Witness

ACROSS
1.*Jumbo The Elephant or Sirius in 
space
5. “But I heard him exclaim ‘____ 
he drove out of sight”
8. Young salmon
12. Blood component
13. What Lizzie Borden did
14. Leather razor sharpener
15. “The Famous Five” author 
____ Blyton
16. Back of the neck
17. Letter-shaped girder
18. *Feats-of-strength circus per-
former
20. Indian restaurant bread
���������,�Q���Q�H�H�G���R�I���D���P�X�I�Á�H�U
22. Away’s partner
23. Backward
26. Same as ruin
30. Greek R
31. Net sales minus cost of goods 
sold
34. Europe/Asia mountain divide
35. Approximately, as in date
37. Overnight lodging
���������,�Q�Á�L�F�W�H�G���D���E�O�R�Z
39. Celestial bear
40. Goose egg
42. ____-AFTRA
43. Frying pan
45. Eating establishment
47. Type of English crs.
���������7�U�D�I�À�F���D�F�F�L�G�H�Q�W
50. Wading bird
52. *Sara Gruen’s novel “Water for 
____”
56. *Lion tamer’s tool or counter 
seat
57. Justice’s garb
58. Hit it on the head
59. Run off, as in couple
60. Was in the hole
61. Japanese zither
62. Something ____
63. Movie “Saturday Night” sub-
ject matter, acr.
64. FedEx, verb
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All things Nebraska
Changes in 
broadband 

program have 
rural advocates 

fretting
By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior 
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner
Anymore, having high-

speed internet at your home, 
farm or business has become 
as important as having elec-
tricity.
You run a business and have 

a website? You need high-
speed internet.
You use precision ag? You 

need high-speed internet.
You wanna be examined by 

a doctor via video over the 
internet, something called 
“tele-health?” You need high-
speed internet.
You like playing video 

games or downloading mov-
ies? High-speed internet 
makes that all better.
And just like electricity, it’s 

been hard to extend broad-
band to every corner of the 
nation, especially the most 
remote farms and ranches.
�,�W���L�V���Q�R�W���F�K�H�D�S���W�R���V�W�U�L�Q�J���À�E�H�U��

optic lines to areas with few 
potential customers. That’s 
why both the federal and state 
governments have decided to 
�R�I�I�H�U�� �À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�� �L�Q�F�H�Q�W�L�Y�H�V�� �I�R�U��
companies to serve unserved 
areas. Two years ago, there 
was much excitement when 
Congress passed President 
Joe Biden’s Broadband Eq-
uity, Access and Deployment 
Act (BEAD). It provided 
a whopping $42.45 billion 
nationwide, including $304 
million in Nebraska, to help 
companies to extend high-
speed service.
“Internet for All” was how 

BEAD was portrayed. It was 
part of Biden’s push to invest 
in needed infrastructure im-
provements, such as better 
roads and bridges, and better 
internet.
“... High-speed Internet is a 

necessity in today’s society,” 
said a presidential aid, liken-
ing it to President Franklin 
�5�R�R�V�H�Y�H�O�W�·�V�� �´�5�X�U�D�O�� �(�O�H�F�W�U�L�À-
cation Act” that brought elec-
tricity to nearly every home 
in America
But recent changes in the 

BEAD program have some 
advocates for broadband 
wondering if currently un-
served and underserved loca-
tions in Nebraska will have 
to settle for less-than-ideal 
internet.
First off, the criteria for 

determining which areas 
deserved BEAD grants 
changed, which rendered 
hundreds of locations across 
Nebraska now ineligible for 
federal funds.
Initially, state and coun-

�W�\�� �R�I�À�F�L�D�O�V�� �L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G�� �Q�H�D�U�O�\��
30,000 spots across the state 
that either were unserved by 
high-speed internet, or had 
slow internet, and deserved 
an upgrade. Now, only about 
half of those locations remain 
eligible.
Another big change was the 

kind of broadband the pro-
gram would fund. 
Initially, BEAD had a major 

preference for internet carried 
�E�\���À�E�H�U���R�S�W�L�F���F�D�E�O�H�����Z�K�L�F�K���L�V��
viewed as the Cadillac of de-
livery systems, and one that 
can be upgraded as technolo-
gy advances.
But the recent changes now 

mean that broadband car-
ried by satellites – like Elon 
Musk’s StarLink system – 
and broadcast via wireless 
means are good enough.
That led some advocates of 

broadband to say that rural 
folks will have to settle for 
second-rate internet service, 
because wireless and satellite 
systems can be disrupted by 
weather or other electronic 
signals, and is typically slow-
er than internet delivered via 
cable.
It also led more than half 

of the counties in the state 
sending letters objecting to 
the changes, and came after 
dozens of state legislators – 
including three from Nebras-
ka (Tom Brandt of Plymouth, 
Wendy DeBoer of Omaha 
and Jana Hughes of Seward) 
– also argued in letters against 
the changes.
The changes were done in 

the name of cutting expenses 
– it’s much cheaper to send an 

electronic signal a couple of 
miles than to bury that stretch 
�L�Q���À�E�H�U���R�S�W�L�F���F�D�E�O�H�����6�R���P�X�F�K��
cheaper that some estimate 
that Nebraska will send back 
about half of its $304 million 
in BEAD funds unspent.
I hear often from people 

who’ve travelled overseas 
about how good the internet 
and cell service is there, and 
why the U.S. can’t have com-
parable service.
That’s a good question. And 

if rural areas are to remain vi-
able as places to do business 
or enjoy the amenities you 
�À�Q�G�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �E�L�J�� �F�L�W�\���� �J�R�R�G�� �L�Q-
ternet service is needed.
Right now, at the farm our 

family owns, you can get 
broadband by aiming a satel-
lite dish at the top of a grain 
bin located on a high hill, 
where a repeater passes on a 
signal sent from a town 10 
miles away. 
That seems like a bal-

ing-wire approach, and one 
that can’t be as reliable as 
�K�R�R�N�L�Q�J���X�S���W�R���À�E�H�U���� �O�L�N�H���\�R�X��
can do in most communities 
across the state.
We can do better. Let’s hope 

that our federal delegation, 
�D�Q�G���V�W�D�W�H���R�I�À�F�L�D�O�V�����Z�L�O�O���À�J�X�U�H��
out how.

Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-
braska state government and the state 
for decades. He retired in April as se-
nior contributor with the Nebraska 
Examiner. He was previously with the 
Omaha World-Herald, Lincoln Jour-
nal Star and Omaha Sun.  A native of 
Ralston, Nebraska, he loves traveling 
and writing about the state.

A few weeks ago, Brian and I hit the road for what 
turned into a 10-hour drive to Bridgeport, Nebraska, 
for a Nebraska Press Association gathering.

�,�W���Z�D�V���P�\���À�U�V�W���W�L�P�H���V�H�H�L�Q�J���&�K�L�P�Q�H�\���5�R�F�N���D�Q�G���L�W���Z�D�V��
absolutely breathtaking. As a storm rolled in from the 
west, the Nebraska symbol stood out against the dark 
clouds, creating a sight that felt surreal. I kept forget-
ting we were still in Nebraska. This wasn’t the Nebras-
ka I knew, the familiar landscape I wake up to every 
morning. Out west, it was open, vast, and incredibly 
beautiful.

This trip was a wonderful chance for Brian and me 
to explore a part of Nebraska neither of us had really 
visited before. Last spring, I was nominated and elect-
ed to serve on the Nebraska Press Association Board, 
a huge honor, but admittedly, incredibly daunting. The 
role has opened doors for me to meet and share ex-
periences with dedicated newspaper folks from every 
corner of our state.

Spending a few days in western Nebraska with fel-
low publishers and “newspaper people,” I discovered 
a camaraderie similar to what I’ve experienced in the 
�F�O�D�V�V�L�F�� �À�O�P�� �F�R�P�P�X�Q�L�W�\���� �7�K�H�V�H�� �D�U�H�� �P�\�� �S�H�R�S�O�H���� �7�K�H�\��
speak my language. They know what it’s like to spend 
nights covering council meetings or working in the of-
�À�F�H���X�Q�W�L�O���W�K�H���H�D�U�O�\���K�R�X�U�V�����R�Q�O�\���W�R���Z�D�N�H���X�S���H�D�J�H�U���W�R���G�R��
it all over again. They understand we won’t get rich 
doing this, but they also can’t imagine doing anything 
else. We do it purely for “the love of the game.”

Many of these community newspapers, just like 
ours, are run by husband-and-wife teams, pouring their 
hearts into their work and loving every moment. Many 
of us don’t come from formal journalism backgrounds, 
we found our way into career by chance and learned 
as we went along. It was a good chance for us to share 
�K�R�Z���Z�H���D�U�H���À�Q�G�L�Q�J���D���Z�D�\���W�R���O�H�D�U�Q���D���Q�H�Z���Z�D�\���R�I���Q�D�Y�L-
gating a newspaper landscape that’s rapidly changing, 
driven by rising postage costs and evolving technolo-
gy. These challenges make us rely even more heavily 
on our communities for support and collaboration with 
each other as publishers. We know we can’t navigate 
these changes alone, so we lean on the support of our 
�U�H�D�G�H�U�V�� �D�Q�G�� �F�R�O�O�H�D�J�X�H�V�����7�R�J�H�W�K�H�U���� �Z�H�·�U�H�� �À�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �L�Q�Q�R-
vative ways to adapt, ensuring the newspapers we love 
so much remain personal and essential.

I often work until three or four in the morning. The 
quiet leaves me a lot of time to think. I like classic, 
I like routine and I like the newspaper the way it is. 
I don’t want to change, in fact I am doing all I can 
�W�R�� �À�J�K�W�� �D�J�D�L�Q�V�W�� �L�W���� �+�R�Z�H�Y�H�U�� �W�K�H�� �P�R�U�H�� �,�� �J�H�W�� �L�Q�Y�R�O�Y�H�G��
the more I realize, to move forward I have to adapt. 
What does that mean? Who knows? What I do know 
is that I will continue to learn and listen. And some-
times at midnight when I stretch my legs and walk to 
�W�K�H���I�U�R�Q�W���R�I���W�K�H���R�I�À�F�H���D�Q�G���O�R�R�N���R�X�W���W�K�H���Z�L�Q�G�R�Z���G�R�Z�Q��
Stone Street, I’ll still pinch myself. Because I realize 
just how lucky I am to be doing something I love so 
deeply because I’m always excited to get up and do it 
all again tomorrow.


