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RIBBON CUTTING: Chamber Director Amber Holle, Lillian and Owen Moore, Tammy

Witt, Peggy Hainsworth, Zoe, Kaylea Keller. (Photo by Alexander McKim)

Ribbon cutting celebrates unique 24/7 gift store

The Falls City Chamber & Main Street proud-
ly hosted a ribbon cutting ceremony on Wednes-
day, July 16th to celebrate the grand opening
of a one-of-a-kind retail concept, After-Hours
Shoppe Club, located at 923 Harlan Street, right
next to Brillows Nutrition.

This innovative gift shop is the creation of
Tammy Witt, a name familiar to many in the
community from her previous store, Flair, which
she operated uptown for 10 years. “After Flair,
I really missed it,” Witt shared. “So when Elle
Froeschl with Penny & Plaid moved uptown
and this space was vacant, I saw the opportunity
to bring something new to Falls City—a small
gift shop that doesn’t require full-time staffing.
It’s the perfect solution for last-minute gifts.”

After-Hours Shoppe Club offers a truly
unique shopping experience. With 24/7 member
access, shoppers can browse and purchase items
whenever it’s convenient for them—ideal for
busy schedules and last-minute needs. Member-
ship costs just $1, and a short contract must be
signed to help safeguard against theft or vandal-
ism. Once enrolled, members receive a personal

entry code.

To sign up, visit Brillows Nutrition during
regular hours:

You can also watch for the “Now Open” sign
in the After-Hours Shoppe Club window to con-
nect with someone on-site.

The store operates primarily on the honor
system, with payment accepted through Venmo
or via a secure lock box. All items are clearly
priced, with tax included. While the store is un-
der constant surveillance for security, footage
will remain private unless needed.

Stocked with a wide variety of gifts for wom-
en, men, kids, and babies, After-Hours Shoppe
Club is the perfect spot for birthdays, holidays,
or party presents—especially for those who
can’t shop during traditional hours.

Falls City welcomes this fresh, flexible ap-
proach to shopping and applauds Tammy Witt
for once again bringing creativity and heart to
local retail.

For more information or to inquire about
membership, visit Brillows Nutrition or stop by
the shop at 923 Harlan Street.

Longtime Falls City teacher
Hogue earns McAuliffe Prize

Terri Hogue, who has taught
mathematics at Falls City
Middle School for the last 35
years, has been awarded the
2025 Christa
McAuliffe
Prize for
Courage and
Excellence in
Education.

The Univer-
sity of Nebras-
ka-Lincoln’s
College of
Education and
Human  Sci-
ences presents
the award an-
nually to a Ne-
braska teacher
who exempli-
fies the charac-
ter of McAu-
liffe, the first
teacher in space, who died in
the 1986 Challenger space shut-
tle disaster.

“I am truly grateful to the
College of Education and Hu-
man Sciences for selecting me
as this year’s recipient,” Hogue

excellence.”

(Continued on Page 6)

said. “I am the person I am today
because of the love and support
of my family, the mentorship of
past and current educators and

inspires me to keep striving for

Hogue was recognized during
Administrators’ Days, a confer-
ence hosted by the Nebraska
Council of School Administra-
tors, July 23-25 in Kearney.

2024 Ford

Bronco
Big Bend Package

$44,700, -$2000 Rebate quuie
$42,700

County signs five-

year law contract
with Humboldt

The Richardson  County
Board of Commissioners met
on Wednesday, July 23, 2025,
at the Courthouse in Falls City.
Commissioners Karas, Camp-
bell and Caverzagie answered
roll call.

Highway Superintendent
Steve Darveau, Jr., gave up-

paras, the brave
conversations
with administra-
tors who in turn
advocate for my
ideas and pur-

pose, and the | dates on work being done on
students who | roads and bridges throughout
have  walked | the county. Darveau also re-
through my | ported to the Board that he

had recently hired two new
employees. The group also
discussed stockpiling rock for
county roads.

Next on the agenda, County

doors over the
years. It is hav-
ing those one-
on-one experi-
ences with them

that helped | Attorney Samantha Scheitel
mold and shape | presented the Commissioners
me into the | With a renewal agreement with

BraveBe Child Advocacy Cen-
ter. The agreement runs from
July 1,2025, to June 30, 2026.
The County and City of Falls
City take part in this agreement
for a yearly cost of $1,210.00
each. Chairman Caverzagie
made a motion to authorize the
agreement, Campbell second-

teacher I am to-
day. This award

(Continued on Page 7)
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Council to
consider
splitting role
of city
administrator

The Falls City Council met on
Monday, July 21, 2025, at City
Hall for a regularly scheduled
meeting. Councilpersons Leyden
and Ferguson, along with Mayor
Harkendorff, were absent from
the two-hour and 24-minute ses-
sion. Councilperson Joe Buck-
minster assumed the role of may-
or during the session.

The Council approved the agen-
da, the minutes from July 7, and
the claims for July 22. The Trea-
surer’s report for June was tabled
as it wasn’t ready to present to the
Board. The City Administrator
cited workload constraints as the
reason for not having the report
finalized.

Under old business, a lengthy
discussion took place regarding
the establishment of procedures
and compliance requirements for
keeping fowl within City limits.
A resolution is being drafted and
will be sent to the City Attorney
before being presented to the
Council for reading.

Next, a lively discussion was
held on the electric utility opera-
tions update, including contrac-
tor and in-house crew transitions.
Falls City began using RS Elec-
tric in April 2025 to support its
electric operations after the line
crew resigned. In early June, RS
moved to full-time, providing a
three-person crew that worked
four 10-hour days. The crew has
worked on capital improvements
and is seeking ways to enhance
the electrical system’s resilience.
One instance of hardening has
been the replacement of 20 util-
ity poles throughout town. Many
of the poles had been identified
as needing replacement. As of
June 15, 2025, RS Electric had
invoiced the City for $108,543,74
for work completed. Falls City
filled two line crew positions on
July 8 with the addition of Ver-
non Coy and Collin Sowards. A
third, Pat Stamper, will begin in
late September. The three-person
crew will handle routine and mi-
nor electrical service calls, allow-
ing RS to concentrate fully on
line-hardening and capital proj-
ects. Moving forward, the Falls
City administration views a con-
tinued hybrid approach, utilizing
the in-house crew in conjunction
with contracted support, as the
best solution. A similar approach
has been used effectively for the
gas utility and will help control
costs while completing critical
improvements.

“This is similar to how we oper-
ate our gas departments with con-
tract labor work,” said City Ad-
ministrator Nussbaum. “One year
we farm a bunch out, one year we
do it all in-house.”

Councilperson Frank Killing-
sworth inquired if the City has
a plan in place for infrastructure
improvements and, if so, could

(Please turn to Page 3)
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Prairie Doc

Know your family health history

Roberta K. Olson, PhD, RN

Foundational education as an RN with a BSN from
South Dakota State University provided a broad under-
standing of how our bodies function. One of the les-
sons that was high lighted over the years was the need
to pay attention to changes, e.g., my two sisters needed
total knee replacement and so did I; my paternal grand-
father had a massive stoke and died at the age of 61
years in 1948 from what? It was never diagnosed. My
father thought that his dad, who was a farmer, was too
stubborn to get regular check-ups from a physician and
probably had heart problems in addition to his high
blood pressure.

When I was diagnosed with elevated blood pressure in
2015. My only symptom was ocular migraines; I started
taking blood pressure medication. Both of my parents
had low (normal) blood pressure and when I was preg-
nant with our two sons, my blood pressure was consis-
tently in the low normal range. At first, I thought that
perhaps the blood pressure machine wrong but with fur-
ther tests, I was diagnosed with hypertension.

My blood pressure stayed elevated even with the dai-
ly medications that I took to keep the hypertension in
check. In June 2024 my pulse slowly dropped to 34
(normal is 70-80/minute). On Thursday my primary care
physician ordered an echocardiogram for the following
Monday because my pulse was 40 bpm in the office.
On Sunday night at midnight, I was awake, got up and
measured my pulse. It was 34 bpm. I debated whether
to wait 10 hours for the scheduled echocardiogram or
call 911. Icalled 911.

The ambulance came at 12:30 a.m. and I was taken
for an assessment to the Brookings Emergency Depart-
ment. Further assessment indicated that I was in a 3rd
degree heart block and would need a pacemaker. A car-
diac surgeon had accepted the request from the Brook-
ings ED Physician. By 4:00 a.m. I arrived at the Ave-
ra Heart Hospital in Sioux Falls via ambulance. I was
monitored the entire time by the EMT. Further assess-
ment was done by the technicians and at 8:30 a.m. [ was
on the operating table with the cardiac surgeon ready to
insert a pacemaker. I stayed one night in the hospital for
observation and was discharged on Tuesday morning.

We are fortunate in South Dakota to have responsive
EMTs, competent MDs at all times in the Emergency
Department, and Cardiac Surgeons ready to assist as
needed at the Avera Heart Hospital.

Following the “organ recital” discussion with my sis-
ters, I learned that a third cousin who lived in Illinois
and is four years younger than I am also had a pace-
maker inserted a few years ago. Our grandfathers were
brothers. Genetics in your family history is important to
know and understand. Dwelling on every ache and pain
is not necessary but know your body and changes in the
usual patterns of wellness. Post pacemaker my blood
pressure is consistently within the low normal range.

Roberta K. Olson, PhD, RN earned her MSN in Nursing
of Children at Washington University, St. Louis, MO and
her PhD in Higher Education at Saint Louis University. She
served in four academic institutions prior to returning to her
alma mater and serving the last 20 years of her career as the
Dean of Nursing at South Dakota State University. Follow
The Prairie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org, Facebook, Ins-
tagram, YouTube, and Threads. Prairie Doc Programming
includes On Call with the Prairie Doc®, a medical Q&A
show, 2 podcasts, and a Radio program (on SDPB), provid-
ing health information based on science, built on trust.
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All things Nebraska
In summer, corn
sweat raises
humidity, but it
could be worse

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner

We appear to be done
bombing Iran, and to be back
to helping Ukraine repeal in-
vaders from Russia. Plus, it
looks like the trade war we
started is going to raise our
cost of buying coffee from
Brazil and beer from Mexi-
co.

Great, huh?

So maybe it’s time to talk
about something really im-
portant — corn sweat.

We’re entering the peak of
corn sweat season, when the
thick, green fields of corn
that blanket eastern and cen-
tral Nebraska start to emit
their highest levels of mois-
ture. It’s called “evapotrans-
piration,” according to Eric
Hunt, an agriculture meteo-
rologist with the University
of Nebraska Extension Ser-
vice.

One acre of corn can tran-
spire or sweat 3,000 to 4,000
gallons of water a day. That
can up the dew point by a
sticky 5 to 10 degrees, turn-
ing a 90-degree day into a
soggy slog that feels like
100.

(To be fair, concrete and as-
phalt parking lots and roads
in cities also contribute to
hotter weather. Combined
with heat generated by ve-
hicle engines, it can raise
temperatures by as much as
22 degrees, according to the
Environmental  Protection
Agency. But hey, this is a
column about corn sweat.)

For the next three weeks or
so, corn is the sweatiest of
the season. In August, soy-
beans take over as the top
contributor to humidity.

“It is what it is,” Hunt said.

As we get older — and I'm
part of that crowd — it’s hard-
er for us to fend off humid-
ity and higher temperatures,
according to those who study
such things.

We have fewer active sweat
glands and we just don’t
sweat as much, according
to a report in the academic
publication, Environmental
Health Perspectives. And the
more humid it gets, it’s hard-
er for sweating to cool us off.

I don’t do “steamy” very
well. Give me a cold day —
you can dress for that.

If you ask me (and no one
really is) it’s the hot, sticky
weather in summer that is
driving some people to move
out of Nebraska (along with
living closer to family). It’s
not taxes, as many politi-
cians keep maintaining.

Anyway, humidity has got-
ten worse over the past 40 to
50 years, according to Hunt,
in part because there’s just
more corn out there.

Over the past 25 years, the
amount of acres planted with
corn has risen substantially,
in part to produce supplies
for ethanol plants. In 1990,
about 74 million acres of
corn were planted, a number
that rose to about 95 million
acres this year, according to
the U.S. Department of Ag-
riculture.

And those fields of corn are
thicker than they used to be.

Back in 1996, a typical
corn field in Iowa had about
23,000 plants per acre. By
2023, that number was about
31,000 plants per acre, ac-
cording to a report by the
University of Illinois.

My guess is those baseball
playing ghosts from “Field
of Dreams” would have a
hard time walking through
today’s fields of corn.

Thicker stands of corn
means more biomass to tran-
spire moisture, Hunt said,
thus contributing to higher
humidities.

Like humans, corn uses
sweat to stay cool. The high-
er the soil moisture, the more
it can sweat.

www.paulfellcartoons.com

YOU THINK
ITS HOT.
AND HUMID
WHERE YOU
LIiVE.?

Wodese .
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Back in the day, when I
used to travel the state for
the Omaha World-Herald,
I’d hear people in central
and western Nebraska blame
center pivots for the steamier
weather.

According to Hunt, that’s
partly right — it will be more
humid near a pivot — but
there’s other contributors.
Soupy winds from the Gulf
Coast help push humidity
higher in eastern and central
Nebraska, he said.

So what can we do about
it? Not much, he said, other
than to be prepared and take
precautions.

I’'ve always thought the
state motto should be “It
could have been worse.”
You’d pull up to a farmstead
that had been flattened by
a tornado, and the owner
would be there shaking his
head, saying that luckily, no
one got hurt.

“It could have been worse,”
he’d say.

I’m thinking we’ll deal
with the summer soupiness
the same way. It could have
been worse.

Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-
braska state government and the state

for decades. He retired in April as se-

nior contributor with the Nebraska
Examiner. He was previously with the
Omaha World-Herald, Lincoln Jour-
nal Star and Omaha Sun. A native of
Ralston, Nebraska, he loves traveling
and writing about the state.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: HUMAN BODY

ACROSS

1.Composer Joplin’s first name

6. Stomach pain-causing acronym
9. Boxing practice

13.Horatio _____ of “Ragged Dick”
fame

14. Not cooked

15. This and desist

16. *Torso, pl.

17. Wrath

18. *DNA half

19. *Body part, not Elvis

21. *Part of blood, not type of TV
23. *Lung filler

24. Same as on top

25. Seth MacFarlane’s bear

28. Helps

30. Genus, pl.

35. Paper unit

37. Comme ci, comme Aa

39. Burdened

40. Egg on

41. *Pumps blood, not tires

43. Type of nuclear missile, acr.
44. River in West Africa

46. Fraternity recruitment season
47. Purse to go with evening gown
48. “Annie Hall” star

50. Urban myth, e.g.

52. Kenan Thompson’s TV show,

53. Target of a joke

55. Cemetery jar

57. *Fingers, not numbers

60. *Muscle, not skeletal or cardiac
63. Enticed (2 words)

64.___ Baba
66. Scary movie consequence
68. came a spider...”

69. Old towel, e.g.

70. Nail salon file

71. *Gallbladder contents
72.__ of Sam

73.Poet _____ Alighieri

DOWN

. Fri follower

. Hoofbeat sound

. Princess Fiona, by night

. Unit of magnetic flux density

. Ken Jennings’ forte

. *Part of an eye, not a flower

. “Cheers,” e.g.

. Moved under the rug

9. Witnesses

10. *Part of a hand, not a tree

11. Continent

12. Tyrannosaurus follower

15. “____ of Love” by The Dixie
Cups

20. Like one from Dublin

22. Lincoln lumber

24. Battery’s partner

25. *Torso, not part of a tree

26. Fear-inspiring

27. Cannabis, in South Africa

29. Not talker?

31. Umberto Eco’s “The ____ of the
Rose”

32. Marks on a manuscript

33. Old episode

34. *Part of an ear, not blacksmith’s
block

36. Swimming competition

38. Guesstimate phrase (2 words)
42. Monotonous hum

45. Dressing a priest, e.g.

49. Bolt’s partner

51. Washed away

54. Nicholas I and Alexander III

56. Marilyn Monroe’s original name
57. Cold cuts shop

58. Graven image

59. Departed

60. Manual communication gesture
61. Thirteen-year-old, e.g.

62. Wagner or Powers in a TV clas-
sic

63. Chemist’s office

65. Burmese neighbor

67. Yellow #5,e.g.
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“SeEz-I’’ LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

NE 68355.

We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-I's.” All letters sent to the Falls City
Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification.

We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste, libel-
ous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be published.

Letters may be emailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street, Falls City,
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“I think someone “These facilities and services are

may have  critically important to all of us”

trapped my cat Thank you for excellent and thorough coverage of the

| think someone shot or potential impacts of Medicare and Medicaid cuts on
may have trapped my catPUr community gnd of the Humboldti town hall on Fhe
that | just spent $300 on. Isubject. Y_our ar_tlcle oﬁ‘ered_ perspectives fro_m multiple
bottle fed for three months, SOUces, including local voices and state wide leaders.
fed, gave medicine. He Vell done! _ _
did not jump on things or EVeryone wants a doctor and a hospital when there is
k things down. Now a@n emergency. We are blessed with a wonderful com-
oMmunity asset in Falls City Community Health Center

75 Years Ago, July 23, 1950 to July 29, 1950
Charley Jones, Falls City, who played shortstop on the Salem baseball teanﬁ@ﬁ,
fered a double fracture of his right leg in a collision with a teammate. Jones, chadirfiPg’t have someone t

- \ kwit ' c rggjre ity~pull theni
A\ EDOO LQWR WKH RXWAHOG FROOLGHG ZLWK eaestgakwith pashareceRICHSALE' & htfgﬁ;)%‘%ﬁ%gﬁ&fﬂg%gh%@%

to be called off due to the seriousness of the injury. cream at night. effort to establi . 2 , We
Paul, James, and Carol Ann Kaiser of Preston reported to their parents that theyN@@¥ | lost him and can all appreciate our senior care facilities as critical

VHHQ ZKDW WKH\ EHOLHYHG WR EH D A\LQJ VDX Mie inihedast threersfledyr quiloyedianes. Bexend the griigalgargyand
DIWHUQRRQ (DFK RI WKH FKLOGUHQ UHSRUWHGWEEHEH REMHFW DSENERS9\Ededs heyeqorpmic dnpgat oighereacili
6SHQFHU 7UDF\ -RDQ %HQQHWW DQG (OL]DEHWIKnewthatramepng pastigHhuge)n OHonMIUYR | WKH % ULGH

at the Rivoli Theater. shot two other ones. _ Last year many people in the Humboldt area worked
7KLUW\ QLQH 5LFKDUGVRQ &RXQW\ + &OXE P H P EI9UePng Ho@kx iny hazd taersarephanGolonipHAaes NursingHome would
pout at Peru. a gray house cat that Icontinue providing wonderful care and would operate

OLVV 9LUJLQLD +DPP ZDV DSSRLQWHG WR WK H WORXK ke topgstihpckHf URRI BV AW P LAQ BRQWL DR HIBRRWULQJ 2X
DQG 1RUPDQ $XH zZzDV PDGH DVVLVWDQW PDQDJH®ISRIVGV KH 2L O &geitér to make that happen. Through all of this hard

Robert Moore, Spanish instructor at Falls City High School, tendered his resigna- -HQ QHW Kypkk kdthbthing has become very clear: These facilities
tion in anticipation of being called back into the armed forces. lease call the Journal ang services are critically important to all of us! Unpop-

$ FRXQW\ WUXFN GULYHQ E\ *HRUJH -RQHV DQdp relayshe message WGDE\ FREQ I WR LHGERDLG DQG
lided head-on on the narrow Nemaha bridge at Salem. The accident could havéVBed#itz (402-245-2431. i future of rural hospitals and nursing homes. We
a tragedy as the truck was carrying a 50-pound box of TNT. Leave message or email) paye already lost 19 nursing homes in Nebraska since
CRUN KDG EHJXQ RQ WKH EXLOGLQJ DW 6WROH 6WUHHW 2 Q0bdhwily 1eHf et om MiRLemimd k!
AQLVKHG WKH EXLOGLQJ ZRXOG EH RFFXSLHG E\ WKH %URZQ-J 6k Brifapy Worku&iBtRdPrRany of us can expect to see

The annual American Legion Post 222 picnic in Shubert was held on July 27 and|<ze.|thley NAMEead nigher premiums for health insurance as a result of the

Free acts performed each day, a big parade was held on Friday, and a dance, featur‘(g&lvl changes. We have everv riaht to be concerned and we
6DPP\ 1HZWRQ:-V 2UFKHVWUD ZzZDV KHOG HDFK QLJ \ﬁ@rﬂ'(v Ul—gﬁola%l Xgn 'ﬁr%&f‘éﬁsvﬁléﬂgszt@c\ém-

attended the event, with several thousand people milling around the picnic ground G g H0e
7KH 1HEUDVND *DPH &RPPLVVLRQ DQQRXQFHG W b FIRU%(W%( " %%Wg%@@hem know
GHHU SHUPLWV KDG EHHQ UHFHLYHG bW WKH FrRrf\harringiAFgY 7 RF ® BB TNEPS ¢
SHUFHQW KLJKHU WKDQ WKH \HDU SULRU '

6L[W\ PHPEHUV Rl &RPSDQ\ % wk oipowu\ 8AMChiel k@RE) FrRoYR\ IRU WZzR zZHH Ny BenSteffen
RI DEWLYH GXW\ ZLWK RWKHU HOHPHQWYV RI WKH | g4K] 5HGA TR DT TR ODUG

Wgog'MS%ngi'ouv 5DOSK &DWOHWW UHFHLYHG D V\t‘@mm@@frm@mk §QN§F%I\%¥V\§LS@QBIQ PEP&QHQAQH;“%c

American soldier in Korea shown in a newsreel at the Rivoli. Mr. and Mrs. Catlett results that we produce In education”
and other relatives said they were reasonably certain the soldier shown was their §@ithley has played

'RQDOG EHWWHU NQRZQ DV OLOW a pivotal role in driv- | was surprised and concerned when | learned Nebras-
Humboldt had made tentative plans for constructing a swimming pool. ing strategic initiatives, ka's 21st Century grants were under review and may be
A daughter weighing six pounds, nine ounces, was born to Mr. and Mrs. Clyde ®itgngthening client rela- canceled. From my work as a superintendent, | know

QDV 9LFNL /\QQ ZDV ERUQ DW 2XU /DG\ RI 3HUStbwskims0O anH SeHR W Ltwde Qrants have allowed districts and commu
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For sale, 5 BR, 1 bath, $15,500. Neeld Messler & Associates. _Journal
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