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Advertised in this weeks paper

Fri., May 30
Starts at 11:00AM: F&M Bank

Grill out at the Drive-Thru

Sun., June 1

5:00-7:00PM: Ice Cream Social
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church
LCMS

Tues., June 3

Rebel BBQ: American Legion
Post 102

Fri ne 6 - Sun n
Brownville Concert Series,
Clayton Delong

Tues., June 10

2:00-4:00PM: Toenail
Trimming Clinic at FC Family
Practice

Fri., June 20

5:00-8:00PM: American Legion
Post 102 Fish Fry

Mon., June 23

2:00-4:00PM: Toenail
Trimming Clinic at FC Family
Practice

Rebel BBQ: American Legion
Post 102

Sat., June 28

Testi Festi: American Legion
Post 102
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$1.25

FC receives
clean financial
audit for fiscal
year with some

highlighted

‘material

weaknesses’

The City of Falls City re-
ceived its audit opinion for its
fiscal year ending September
30, 2024, but the annual finan-
cial report identified several in-
ternal control issues, including
a material weakness related to
budgeting and financial over-
sight.

Despite the internal control
issues, the audit found no in-
stances of noncompliance with
laws, contracts, regulations, or
grant agreements that would
affect financial statements.
There were no questioned costs
identified in the audit of federal
awards.

The city’s only major federal
program audited this year was
the Department of Transpor-
tation’s Airport Improvement
Program (CFDA 20.103). The
auditor issued an unmodified
opinion on Falls City’s compli-
ance with this program, and the
city was classified as a low-risk
auditee.

Total assets: $72.36 million.
Total net position: $52.64 mil-
lion. Total liabilities: $19.13
million. Unrestricted net posi-
tion: $13 million. Depreciation
expense (governmental and
business-type): $2.64 million.

The city reported a healthy
position in capital assets, with
$48.96 million in net invest-
ment. Business-type activities:
primarily electric, water, sewer
and gas accounted for a large
portion of the city’s infrastruc-
ture value.

Bauman told the Journal “the
financials of the city, they’re
very sound.” “The cash is stay-
ing steady. It really is. There’s a
lot there’s a lot going on in the
city.”

The audit, conducted by Julie
D.Bauman, CPA, P.C., resulted
in an “unmodified” opinion the
highest assurance an indepen-
dent auditor can give meaning
the city’s financial statements
were found to be accurate and
fairly presented in all material
respects. However, the audit
disclosed findings and ques-
tioned items 2024-01, 2024-
002, 2024-003, 2024-004,
2024-005 that were considered
to be a material weaknesses.

Finding 2024-001: Finan-
cial reporting. The City Trea-
surer is supposed to give the
City Council a full financial

(Photo by Kim Scha\wang)

“We’ve learned we’ve grown, and

we’ve became stronger together”

Sacred Heart Class of 2025 “Class of chaos” turns their tassels

The Sacred Heart High School Class of 2025 cel-
ebrated their graduation Tuesday, May 20, 2025
with reflection and gratitude.

Standing before Bishop Conley, faculty, friends,
and family, class speakers Henry Rottinghaus and
Destry Groth offered a look back at their time at
Sacred Heart embracing being dubbed of being
known as the “Class of Chaos.”

“Today is a celebration,” Rottinghaus began. “A
celebration of hard work, perseverance, and the
countless memories we’ve made along the way.”

Rottinghaus, who referred to the graduating
group as “the class of chaos,” spoke about over-

(Please turn to Page 3)

coming challenges and learning valuable lessons.
“Nothing has stopped us. We may have stumbled
at times, but we’ve never given up,’
“We’ve learned, we’ve grown and we’ve became
stronger together.”

Rottinghaus thanked the school community and
the friendships that shaped their journey. “This
place isn’t just a place. It’s a family. Everyone
here, from friends to our own family to staff to
underclassmen, has impacted my life or one of my
fellow graduate’s lives in some way. So, thank you
for everything you’ve done for us. We wouldn’t be
the same without your influence.”

he said.

Commissioners discuss
changing floodway ordinance

The Richardson County Commissioners gathered at the court-
house on Wednesday, May 21, 2025, for a regularly scheduled
meeting. All members answered the roll call.

Patrick Kreifels, regional administrator for Region V Services
and Matt Kasik, Director of Apace, gave annual reports to the
Board.

Kreifels stated that Region V’s mission is “to support the well-
ness and recovery of people through the ongoing developmental
coordination of behavioral healthcare.”

Region V covers 16 counties in southeast Nebraska, covering
9,308 square miles.

Kreifels also reminded the Board that “research tells us that for

(Please turn to Page 9)

Drought Management response

Nemaha Natural Resources District

In southeast Nebraska groundwater is a rare resource we are for-
tunate to have, but it’s also severely stressed over the last few sum-
mers. Our groundwater is recharged solely by precipitation, and
water levels are dropping fast due to these exceptionally dry years.
Over the last several years, southeast Nebraska has seen much
lower amounts of rain leading to drought conditions that stress
aquifer levels and water availability.

Groundwater resources are under increasing pressure as demand
for water by both municipalities and agriculture increases every
year. Add in a prolonged lack of precipitation and you get a picture
of the diminishing water supplies with which we are faced. If these

Leyden
appointed
President &
CEO of
F&M Bank

F&M Bank is pleased to an-

conditions continue, we could be facing issues with water avail-
ability to our domestic, municipal, and agricultural wells.

The Nemaha NRD is asking all water users in our district to be as
conservative as possible during these dry times to make sure that
there is enough water to be shared among all its users. Hopefully,

nounce the appointment of Der-
rick Leyden as President and
CEO, effective June 1, 2025. He
will succeed Rod Rowland, who
has served the bank with distinc-

report every month. This in-
cludes how much money is in
each fund, what was spent and
what’s left in the City’s ac-

93573706561

counts. The report should also
include receipts, payments and

this dry trend will change, and some of the stress on the water lev-
els will ease with a few rains through the remainder of this spring

tion for the past seven and a half

proof that City money is in a fj .4 oo years.
S g summer. .. . i
© 2025 Falls City Journal, LLC safe bank account. The City is The NRD Board of Directors and staff appreciate your hard work Leyden joined F&M Bank in Au
All Rights Reserved (Continued on Page 10) and dedication to preserving our precious resources. (Please turn to Page 3)
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Prairie Doc

of Dementia

By Jill Kruse, DO

Dementia is a progressive condition that results in
decline in cognitive function. People with dementia
have increasing difficulties with short term memory,
thinking, and reasoning. For family members it can be
hard to watch the decline in a loved one who is strug-
gling with dementia. Interacting when someone has
dementia can be difficult. Following these three Gold-
en Rules can help.

Rule number 1: Do not ask direct questions. Asking
someone with dementia if they remember your name
or remember what they had for breakfast can be dis-
tressing. Someone with dementia may not be able to
find the answer you are looking for and can feel put on
the spot to come up with an answer.

Rule number 2: Listen to the person with dementia
and learn from them. When someone is suffering from
dementia, their feelings are more important than facts.
My grandmother had dementia for the last 20 years of
her life. She was very upset that my aunt had not come
to visit her. My aunt had passed away a few years pri-
or. At first, we thought the best thing was to tell her the
truth, that my aunt had died. We saw that this was new
information each time we told her. She grieved deeply
each time she heard that news. It was kinder to tell her
that my aunt was away at school and would be home at
the next holiday to visit. There was no reason to keep
inflicting that trauma on her. We were able to ease her
mind. She was worried she had done something wrong
to cause my aunt to not visit.

Rule number 3: Do not contradict. The part of the
brain that is able to reason is no longer functioning in
dementia. Trying to win an argument with logic is not
beneficial. Another time visiting my grandmother, she
was very anxious that she had not taken lunch out to
her husband. She believed he was out working in the
field on the family farm. My grandfather had died the
year I was born. Rather than contradicting her, I said
that I would make sure that he got lunch and would
take it out for her. This made her feel better.

These three golden rules can help give the family
member with dementia a sense of security and safety.
It can also be helpful for family members to interact
with the person they love in a new and meaningful
way. Meet the person with dementia where they are,
instead of trying to force them to be where you are. If
you allow them to take the lead, you may learn some
beautiful stories from the past and have fond memories
for your future.

Jill Kruse, D.O. is part of The Prairie Doc® team of
physicians and currently practices as a hospitalist in
Brookings, South Dakota. Follow The Prairie Doc® at
www.prairiedoc.org and on Facebook, Instagram, and
Threads featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc®, a
medical Q&A show, 2 podcasts, and a Radio program,
providing health information based on science, built
on trust, streaming live on Facebook most Thursdays
at 7 p.m. central and wherever podcast can be found.
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By Paul Hammel, Re-
tired Senior Reporter for
Nebraska Examiner

“Old soldiers don’t die,
they just fade away.”

Gen. Douglas MacAr-
thur, a World War II
hero, used that phrase in
his farewell address to
the U.S. Congress more
than 70 years ago.

But the comment
doesn’t come within a
country mile of describ-
ing one, old Nebraska
soldier.

Tom Brewer, a native of
Gordon and a member of
the Oglala Sioux Tribe,
served six tours of duty
in Afghanistan during
his 36 years in the Army,
earning a Bronze Star
and two Purple Hearts.

He served two terms
in the Nebraska Legis-
lature, famously riding
a mule across his Sand-
hills district during his
first campaign.

At 66, and after more
than 70 surgeries to re-
pair war-time wounds
and a bad back, Brewer
should be relaxing in an
easy chair or a swivel
seat in a fishing boat.

But instead, he’s em-
barked on five good-
will/fact-finding trips to
Ukraine since the war
broke out there in 2022.
His goal: to see first-
hand if American aid is
helping, and, overall,
how a freedom-seeking
country he describes as
much like Nebraska is
enduring under a con-
stant onslaught.

He’s visited hospitals,
soup kitchens, govern-
ment and agriculture of-
ficials and bombed out
villages to show Amer-
icans care. Every trip,
he heads to the front
— dodging missiles and
drones and sleeping in
storm cellars to do it —
to see what Ukrainian
fighters really need to
repel Putin’s invading

Russian Army.

Not exactly fading
away.

As one of the few Amer-

icans to visit the trenches
and artillery batteries, he
relates, when he returns,
what he’s seen and heard
to the Nebraska delega-
tion in Congress, as well
as to the U.S. State De-
partment officials. It’s
valuable information.

Brewer said he feels
that Ukrainians have
the same kind of
quest-for-democracy
spirit as he imagines the
badly outnumbered co-
lonial militia did in their
battle for independence
against the British.

Despite the pull-back
of some U.S. aid and
suggestions from the
Trump Administration
that Ukraine needs to
give up some of his ter-
ritory to the Russians,
Brewer said he sees no
quit in the citizens of the
war-torn country.

“Even though they’ve
been through three years
of war, and even though
they’ve lost an estimat-
ed 100,000 civilian and

All things Nebraska

One old soldier 1sn’t fading away, still trying
The Golden Rules to help freedom fighters in Ukraine

military lives, their spirit
is still passionate about
staying free,” he said af-
ter this latest trip.

“You’re not going to
see the Ukrainian peo-
ple say ‘we’ve had
enough,”” Brewer said.
“I think they’ll fight un-
til they have nothing left
to fight with.”

Right now, he said,
there’s a huge chess
game going on between
the Russians, the Ukrai-
nians and President Don-
ald Trump, who is trying
to mediate a ceasefire
and peace.

But Putin, Brewer said,
has never been truthful
in his negotiations, and
may be engaging in a de-
laying tactic to buy time
to organize a big offen-
sive this summer.

He said that it’s import-
ant that the U.S., as well
as Europe, continue to
provide aid to Ukraine,
because if Putin isn’t
stopped now, what’s to
prevent him from push-
ing on and trying to an-
nex more countries?

Brewer often points out
that America hasn’t lost
one soldier in Ukraine,
and that a larger, wider
war is risked if the con-
flict doesn’t stop there.

His advice —squeeze the
faltering Russian econ-
omy harder, and give
Ukraine  longer-range
missiles to push the in-
vading army back.

This war will shape the

future of Europe and
the future of democra-
cy, Brewer said, and the
only way to defeat the
Russians is on the bat-
tlefield.

“And the only way to
do that is give them the
weapons to do it,” he
said.

Paul Hammel has cov-
ered the Nebraska state
government and the

state for decades. He
retired in April as se-
nior contributor with the
Nebraska Examiner. He
was previously with the
Omaha World-Herald,
Lincoln Journal Star
and Omaha Sun. A na-
tive of Ralston, Nebras-
ka, he loves traveling
and writing about the
state.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: FILL-IN-THE-BLANK

ACROSS

1. Little rascal

6. Center of activity

9. d’Ivoire lead-in

13. Tree, in Latin

14. *Common ___ or __ of
Good Feelings

15. Supreme Teutonic god

16. Large violin family member
17.*Gravely ____or ____ atease
18. Speak up

19. *Holiday _____or_____ weather
21.*Butter____or____ tape

23. Zeppelin lead-in
24.*Batman’s _____ or
25. What, in Oaxaca
28. Whimper

30. Smells

35. Defender of skies
37. Like debatable point
39.*Stemto____ or
40.*Ilat ____or____up

41. Famous fabulist

43. Brain wave

44. Opposite of digest

46. “Will be,” to Doris Day
47.*Kitchen ____or____ orswim
48.*Willie __ or ___ Mandela
50. To, archaic

52. Had a meal

53. Voyeur’s glance

55. Anger management issue
57.*Passenger ____or____ post
60. *Grammatically ____ or
answer

64. Past participle of bear
65. Go wrong

67. Empower

68. Assumed name

69. Barn sound

70. Fair attractions

71. Catch one’s breath

72. Coniferous tree

73. Baker’s raiser

Cod

parent

DOWN

1. Bursas

2.*Rowing ____or cut

3. *Willing and ____ or ____-bod-
ied

4. Relating to mole

5. Temporarily, Latin (2 words)

6. *Rightful or ____ apparent
7. Dot-com address

8. Craft wood

9. Native Egyptian, in Roman times
10. Related to ear

11. Hyperbolic tangent

12. Opposite of WSW

15. Suitors

20. Possible allergic reaction

22. Tax person’s designation, acr.
24. Shut down (2 words)
25.*Dancing ____or____ bee

26. Cell phone bill item

27. Art class support

29. Things to lament

31. Singer-songwriter Redding
32.The press, e.g.

33. Are not

34.*Garter ____or____eyes

36. Come clean, with up
38.*Tatteredand ____or_____ apart
42. Outdoor entertainment area

45. Pith helmets

49. Not paleo

51. Solar system model

54.Japan to U.S.,in WW2

56. “Sesame Street” regular
57.*TheNorth __ or___ dancer
58. Van Gogh’s famous botanical
subject

59. Flying biter

60.*Eat____or ___ topick

61. Cocoyam

62. Prompt box comments

63. Multiple choice challenge
64.*Raisethe ___or____ none
66. Beluga yield
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We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste, libel-
ous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be published.
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From the Journal

/JH\GHQ DSSRLQWH
&(2 R1') 0 %DQN

FIIeS 1z (Continued from Page 1) ~HOHFWHG &ODVV 5HSUHVE
JXVW DV D ORDQ RIAPHU DOQWDKX\D WHURH® KH 1
1 g DV 9LFH 3UHVLGHQW DQGBURKIWDIPPHQGHU VLQFH
By Brlan MCKIm +H KDV DOVR EHHQ D'HPUHPEHN BQ @& KKILYV ZLIH

EDQN:-V %RDUG RI 'LUHFWRUWH IFKEK® GUHQ

< 'HHSO\ URRWHG LQ WKH ARPPXFN.WDYHEHHQ D °
HDUYV $‘J R 8 GHQ KDV EHHQ DFWLYH®N WRMROYHE QR WKDP IF

: PHURXV RUJDQL]DWLRQVHDHH KIDV DV ISUXKILGD DX U Q
75 Years Ago, May 28, 1950 to June 3, 1950 7UHDVXUHU RI )DOOV &DWH SIHIFIWIBD®@/ WRR) FORIBN L G

OVJU /DZUHQFH ) 2EULVW SDVWRU SUHVHQWHGWAKHWFWR WﬂfﬁWdeU@wmﬂﬁb[@%W#\W%lﬁN%D@%oﬁH‘
PDV -HDQ &RXSH ZDV DZDUGHG WKH VFKRODUVKLBWR® QAU WKHHD Y XK NERQY MR B IREDFORARYRES S |y

,Q DQ HIIRUW WR DYRLG D FUDVK DW WKH LQWHU&/%X:Q/WR R 6KRKRWOQJID \MWQIHWHWLRLB’%HJM
RI 5XOR GURYH KLV FDU RYHU WKH FXUE DQG FUDWVHHGE DQ PWKEH PURE \& DHY B IR P (@ H G QR AR IHROX
KRPH YDOOV &LW\ /LRQV &OXRI EQGNBQV(@QGHU DW

7KH )DOOV &LW\ 9HWHUDQV Rl JRUHLJQ :DUV DQG&WHY HVIN) [ XFKK HWLIDQ \&KKWYFEXF WH@ N BRSWKH RQO\ (
'D\ VDOH WKDW QHWWHG /H\GHQ LV DOVR HQJDWHGIHG WEGEHBBRGBGEHQW FF
'DOW .RWWLFK KLW DQ 5%, GRXEOH LQ WKH VHYHOWK DQARLQJI WR G XRWHO 5W KK.DYD @D RRELANRKI WY/ M- 5/ B
EDOO WHDP WR D ZLQ RYHU $WFKLVRQ EUDVND %DQNHUV $VVRFQOWILKRH) VAKIRXG-GLQJ DI
$SSUR[LPDWHO\ \RXWKV SDUWLFLSDWHG LQ WKk DWW QKO O3 XYQALRUUNL ¥ IR QRMYWH B\ R BREORWHE D
E\ WKH +XPEROGW &KDPEHU RI &RPPHUFH DW +XPE|®@C|‘D\MQ/V\&L5\.134‘0/[§)\NURQV PP HWRM HEHD OHNHL OV B OXV\
$ *LUO 6FRXW &RXUW RI $ZDUGV ZDV KHOG DW 3Ug U7 @UH%#V @* [ggg%#

WKH *LUO 6FRXWV WKHLU OHDGHUV DQG SDUHQWM:@{;I U p%/ﬂ;l@NVM@Ij W@@%ﬁ%%@g@\ﬁmﬁg prLge

L DOOV &LW\
SQR)VWPDVWHU $( (ODP RUGHUHG WKH )DOOV &-LV\RI%FH{/WV I&‘F‘AF]I-LIJQV%XIPIAAQHG\RHQQD RQFEQDGGEP\éHOLY

HU\ WR UHGXFH RSHUDWLQJ FRVWYV

7KH &U\WWDO %HDFK VZLPPLQJ SRRO ZDV EXLOW LRU H FL

KDG ODLG RXW IRU D QHZ SRRO ZKLFK DSSHDUH.E’—I) bAwtg @Qli[i c:‘b VZ -
7KH )DOOV &LW\ -XQLRU /HILRQ WHDP FRPPLWWHG UUR LQD &L

7HG .LHNKDHIHU KLW D KRPH UXQ IRU )& LQ WKH VLIWKILEQ L‘?:JFPVF EHJE\FQJ WY H Y QR

JLYH )DOOV &LW\ 'KDPu UDGLR VWDWLRQ RSHUDWRAVITIQG K H df))iE’w HV (EJ;R
WHXU UDGLR IRUPHG WKH )DOOV &LW\ $PDWHXU 5DGLR &OXE 7KH\ DSSOLHG IRU D FKDUWHU XQGHU
WKH 1DWLRQDO $PDWHXU 5DGLR /HDJXH RI $PHULEBntinticfroyra KDP SWR@RIO B HE DB EAEREGHBS -D

;.LOOLDP OLOOLURQ %XUGHWWH HQQHG\ SUWKXU &KHVORY H\RADIAODA G F R K OENFBRRBSRULDO DG
3KLO +RUDQ D YHWHUDQ )DOOV &LW\ EDUEHU VAGH KW VKRS b GhE N RO P B B0 10 O B b
.-RQHV -U RI 1HEUDVND &LW\ 0U +RUDQ KDG REMUW B LD B W BQ CE&R KRG IR K REDBWVIKWL S V

KDYLQJ VSHQW WKH ODVW _ DW LWV SUHVHQW VLWRD\w EDQ F H U WeFIK C(D\DIEJN’WLFSDU\-RFHO ZOEHUGL
7KH VHFRQG DQQXDO GDQFH UHYXH E\ SXSLOV RI I \§/D V
JLYHQ DW WKH 5LYROL 7KHDWHU EHIRUH D ODUJH ¥ éQ RU By c‘;P_ 12 \(/vlkr
ZDV SUHVHQWHG E\  SXSLOV

DR Rz Ui T8 SoLut suraxrwy vw@%ﬁp&@ﬂ%aﬁ%&%ﬁ%&éﬁwﬁ%ﬁﬁééc

GULQNV DQG VXQGDHV VDQGZLFKHV DQG FKHHVH
50 Years Ago, May 28, 1975 to June 3. 1975 HOHEUDWH RXBYRGRNW BPEROIFK R® B D VK DSW

“DLO .LHIHU 6FRWW 1HOVRQ %HY 3DUULVK DQGIATY 9%%\)’\[6'3 WB%‘QQDW% QVEKNH
2 BRI DR 7

FHUV Rl WKH )DOOV &LW\ +LJK 6FKRRO 1DWLRQDO &/ 6#
7KH )RUG $GPLQLVWUDWLRQ FDOFXODWHG WKDW b
RI H[TSHQVHV IRU WKH DYHUDJH FRQVXPHU ZKR ID H 38

prlce increases.

7KH &RXQW\ %RDUG DFFHSWHG WKH ORZ ELG RI Z'-Wt?x E*EWWﬁ%\ %RW%WW% LWQ-VDV
GRRUV LQ WKH FRXUWKRXVH ERXW UHENIYLISH U GLBORUV PHVWR(
&LQG\ +DQLND GDXJKWHU RI OU DQG OUV 'DOH P['P L W pV Eﬁﬁ%@%ﬁ@ﬁ@%ﬂWW@@&@W +
Rl WKH 2UGHU RI 5DLQERZ IRU *LUOV DW DQ RSHQK |B§< DR oS W WW?@@WM@Q DQ 9DQ
7RP OLOOHU ZDV VHOHFWHG DV )DOOV &LW\ +LJIK [&KRQOMHKELEVR DWBHPOURNUB % 6k AR &H¥BY
ZDV QDPHG WKH VHQLRU &KRULVWHU RI WKH <HDUWKDW KDYH VKD $BIGOXWV &L W\ (O-NV+HRMW DRWWLQJIKD
2Q0H KXQGUHG DQG AIW\ WKUHH SHUVRQV GRQDWHN®WE® RRIGY BXW WHKE KR XEHAW  YoOBRRMYPIR R IVOIHO K U |
DFFXPXODWLQJ SLQWYV ZDV D ODWHFRPKEHQWH @REDIG 1 HEQMAN B FIORMD U V K
“IX/Xu Rl "+HH +DZp DSSHDUHG DW 3ULFKDUG $XGHHNDRIWN X B X WL KB ZR Q) R @OWWWHY/ DU IQVWE] REHGPRWE KD@ D-QJ 2
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