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Wed., March 19
Noon-6:00PM: Blood Drive at 
   Prichard Auditorium

Thurs., March 20
9:00AM-3:00PM: Blood Drive 
   at Prichard Auditorium

Fri., March 21
7:00PM: Brad Stine Comedian 
  live in Concert at Good News 
  Assembly Church

Sun., March 23
1:00PM-4:00PM: Polka Party 
at ZCBJ Hall

Tues., March 25
11:00AM-1:00PM: Mona 
Godemann retirement celebration

Sat., March 29
1:00PM-3:00PM: VFW Aux.,  
   Vietnam Era Vet open house.

Sun., March 30
11:00AM: First Presbyterian   
   Church final worship service
4:30PM-7:00: Immaculate 
  Conception Catholic Church 
  Men’s Club Pork BBQ at 
  Prichard Auditorium

Tues., April 1
5:00PM: Grief Share at Good 
  News Assembly Church. (every 
  Tuesday night at 5:00)

Sat., April 5
10:30AM: Morehead Vintage 
  Project Cars & Trucks Auction

Wed., April 23
11:00AM-2:00PM: Centennial 
Celebration for RC Courthouse

Also inside: Sac & Fox Casino 
Events,  & Baptism Classes.

Peru State College is proud to 
showcase the exceptional art-
work of students from the East 
Central Nebraska Conference 
(ECNC). This inspiring collec-
tion is currently on display in 
the College’s Art Gallery, lo-
cated in the AV Larson Build-
ing on campus, and will be 
available for viewing through 
March 26.
Participating in ECNC 

schools include Palmyra, Falls 
City, Freeman, Mead, Weep-
ing Water, Auburn, Johnson 
County Central, and Elm-
wood-Murdock. Earlier this 
year, art teachers from these 
schools gathered at Freeman 
High School to judge the sub-
missions. Each school could 
submit up to ten pieces for 
consideration, with top works 
earning ribbons and honorable 
mentions. The highest-ranked 
pieces from each school were 
then evaluated for the presti-
gious Best of Show and Best of 
Show Runner-Up awards.
This year’s Best of Show was 

awarded to Mia Gerdes, a ju-
nior from Auburn High School, 
for her piece titled Twisted 
Tales – Macrame Dreams. Elsie 
Thompson, a senior from Falls 
City High School, received the 
Runner-Up award for her pen-
cil drawing.
ECNC Annual Art Confer-

ence – March 26

Elsie Thompson 
awarded and featured 
at PSC Outstanding 

ECNC Student 
Artwork showcase

Submitted
Pawnee City, is offering families 

an amazing $50,000 incentive 
package to move to Pawnee City 
and become part of our growing 
town. 
Pawnee City, has a bold initiative 

to attract new families who want 
a high quality of life at a lower 
cost of living. The community 
is building 25 new single fam-
ily houses to recruit new families 
with the first houses expected to 
be completed and ready to move 
into by mid summer 2025. As part 
of this initiative the Pawnee City 
Community Foundation is offer-
ing a $50,000 down payment as-
sistance program to help recruit 
families to purchase a new house. 
Pawnee City has also recently 

set up a new website https://www.
pawneecitynewhomes.com/ to 
learn more about how to qualify 
for this new $50,000 down pay-
ment assistance program and to 
look at some of the new houses 
and floor plans available. 
Ten great reasons to move to 

Pawnee City, Nebraska with 
$50,000 in Down Payment Assis-

Pawnee City
 offers families 

$50,000 to
call it home

The VFW Auxiliary will host a 
special open house for Vietnam 
era veterans on Saturday, March 
29, 2025, from 1:00 PM to 3:00 
PM. The event will take place at 
the Legion Building, located at 
721 Harlan St..

The VFW Auxiliary invites 
all Vietnam era veterans to at-
tend this dessert and coffee open 
house. This will be an opportu-
nity for veterans to connect with 
one another and with members of 
the VFW Auxiliary in a relaxed 
and welcoming setting.

VFW Auxiliary to 
hold open house for 

Vietnam era Veterans

The Diaper Closet has been located at First Presbyterian Church, 
20th and Harlan, since it opened in January, 2018. On Monday, 
March 10, the Diaper Closet moved to a new home at First United 
Methodist Church, 1700 Harlan.  It will be open Mondays from 4 
to 6 pm.  Visitors are asked to park in the church parking lot (not 
in the alley) and to use the alley door.  Signs will direct people to 
the correct location.  

Diapers, wipes, lotion, baby wash, detergent, blankets, bibs, 
clothing to 5T, and tons of other baby/toddler items are available.  
Making changes possible - one little bottom at a time.

Intense winds lead to down lines and widespread power outages

Diaper Closet now has new home

The Board of Commissioners held their regularly scheduled 
meeting on Wednesday, March 12, 2025, at the Richardson Coun-
ty Courthouse. Commissioners Karas, Campbell and Caverzagie 
all answered the roll call. 

Highway Superintendent Steve Darveau Jr. met with the Board 
and updated them on routine maintenance on county roads and 
bridges. Road maintenance was discussed with Darveau, who 
told the Board that two of the road graders were currently down 
and needed repairs. Darveau also advised the Commissioners 
that the road groom was being utilized. 

“It helps,” said Darveau. “Again, it’s not a road grader, but 
if you have a road that has some ruts and they are like this, it 
smooths them back out.” 

Commissioner Campbell advised the Board that he was ap-
proached by a school board member who asked the County to 
“pay more attention to the bus routes.” 

Darveau replied that the designated school bus routes that he 
had on file, which came from the school district years prior, were 
some of the first roads to be cleared when a storm hit. 

He asked that the school district submit updated routes to the 
Road Department so that any changes made by the schools can 
also be made by the County, so everyone is using the same infor-
mation to help alleviate any misunderstandings. 

Darveau also advised the Board that the bridge at the county yard 
has been torn out and awaiting replacement. 

“Guys, I’m telling you, we are trying our best,” said Darveau. 
“We always try to do our best.” 

Mark Novak addressed the Commissioners, stating that his road 
(638) didn’t have a crown and that it had been drifted shut the 
previous week, and no grader had been by the entire week. 

Darveau asked Novak to please call the office next time and re-
port that his road had not been cleared. Darveau apologized and 
said the matter would be addressed. 

Sheriff Rick Hardesty met with the Board and reported that 
there were 18 inmates in the jail. He advised the Commissioners 
that 455 calls were received in February, of which 202 were traffic 
stops. He also reported that his office had made 24 arrests in the 
previous month. 

The Sheriff also informed the Board that Electronic Control 

Law Enforcement Center 
to undergo upgrades to 

electronic systems

Last Friday’s winds caused disruptions 
in Richardson County, including the clo-
sure of Highway 73 between Highway 75 
and Highway 67 in both directions due to 
downed power lines across the road. The 
closure, impacting travel east of the Dawson 

corner, was closed into Saturday. The public 
was urged to avoid the area at the time.

The storm, which brought winds gusting 
up to 79 miles per hour near Humboldt at 
4:20 p.m. according to weather.gov, also led 
to power outages throughout Richardson 

County that lasted into late Saturday morn-
ing. Falls City was particularly affected, ex-
periencing a power outage due to a compro-
mised transmission line owned by OPPD.

The Falls City Power Plant team actively
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: THE OSCARS

DOWN
1. Scottish cap
2. Barbara of “I Dream of Jeannie”
3. Not yet final, at law
4. Mold a mind
5. Like ear of corn that is ready to 
cook
6. Bride’s cover
7. Opposite of hence
8. Polynesian kingdom
9. Zn
10. “I’m ____ you!”
11. Property right
12. Acronym, abbr.
15. Evening worship
20. “All My Children” vixen
22. Invoice qty.
24. Colossus, pl.
25. Fizzes
26. End of a shoelace
27. *”The Brutalist” leading actor
29. Spanish lady
31. Old, in Scottish
32. Go stealthily
33. Related on mother’s side
34. *Chalamet’s role
36. Et alibi, abbr.
38. St. Louis’ Gateway
42. Garlicky mayonnaise
45. Acne, technically
49. Famous frat house
51. Crack
54. Grassy mound
56. Ohio metropolis
57. Yorkshire river
58. Tea or beer
59. Iranian money
60. We have
61. Mature elvers
62. Dabu-____, chili pepper condi-
ment
63. Operator’s equip.
65. *Jamie Foxx won Best Actor in 
2005 for this biopic
67. Yellow #5, e.g.

ACROSS
1. 1/10
6. European tourist tax, acr.
9. “Germinal” author …mile
13. Bye, in Paris
14. Bigheadedness
15. Relating to wine, arch.
16. Tabletop mountains
17. H+, e.g.
18. Large key on the right
19. *”____ Boys”
21. *”Emilia PËrez” leading actress
23. H in HMS, sometimes
24. Kids’ get-away
25. Like certain Four
28. Queen of Carthage
30. Razzed
35. Scary fairytale creature
37. Soft drink
39. Like certain egg order
40. Sir Mix-____-____
41. *Sean Baker’s original screen-
play
43. Loyal, arch.
44. Caldecott award
46. Ascus, pl.
47. AI’s learning material
48. Harry ____, once of One Direc-
tion
50. Wearing footgear
52. *At 2024 Oscars, Ryan Gosling 
sang “I’m Just ____”
53. Sushi restaurant libation
55. Unit of length of yarn
57. *This year’s Academy Awards 
host
60. *Elphaba and Galinda story
63. Antique shop item
64. Metal-bearing rock
66. Mountain nymph
68. Southeast Asian org.
69. Lavatory, abbr.
70. *____ Theatre
71. Whimper
72. Sodium hydroxide
73. Follow

“Sez-I” Letters to the Editor
We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-I’s.”  All letters sent to the Falls City 

Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification. 
We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste, libel-

ous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be published. 
Letters may be emailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street, Falls City, 

NE 68355.
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All things Nebraska
State’s online ‘wall 
of shame’ reveals 

delinquent taxpayers
By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior 
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner
It’s tax season, and who 

doesn’t dislike filing their 
taxes?
It takes time away from 

things like checking on the 
latest Husker football recruit 
or seeing what new fight 
we’re having with Canada. 
And it’s a messy, mathemat-
ic-heavy task, requiring a 
lot of wading through regu-
lations.
But there’s one thing I de-

test more, and that’s when 
people don’t pay their taxes, 
unlike you and me.
If I gotta pay, I reason, so 

should everyone else. 
On the federal level, it’s 

estimated that nearly $600 
billion a year in taxes go un-
paid or are paid late. That’s 
according to the Peter G. Pe-
terson Foundation, a group 
founded by a Nebraska na-
tive (born in Kearney) who 
worked for President Nixon 
and co-founded the highly 
successful investment man-
agement firm, The Black-
stone Group.
Peterson was concerned 

about the economic and fis-
cal future of America and 
figured, rightly so, that if 
everyone paid their taxes, 
the country would be better 
off. If everyone paid, maybe 
we’d all have to pay a little 
less, too.
Nebraska got concerned 

about delinquent taxes back 
during the Great Recession 
that started in 2007. Tax 
revenue was short, so they 
were shaking the pillows for 
spare change.
State lawmakers passed 

a law creating a “wall of 
shame.” The wall, which 
posted on the Nebraska 
Department of Revenue’s 
website, lists the state’s top 
25 tax scofflaws, those who 
owe the most taxes.
The idea was to shame 

people into paying up by 
listing their dirty, non-tax-
paying laundry for all to see. 
At least 19 states post shame 
walls, including neighbor-
ing Kansas, Colorado and 
South Dakota.
Back in 2010, I wrote 

a story for the Omaha 
World-Herald about the 
state’s worst tax cheats. But 
apparently the state’s No. 1 
tax cheat doesn’t read news-
papers because, guess what, 
he’s still at the top of the list 
15 years later.
Randall J. Thompson, a 

one-time Omaha business-
man, topped the list in 2010, 
owing $2.36 million to the 
state in unpaid income tax-
es. The latest Top 25, up-
dated on March 10, still has 
Randy at No. 1, owning a 
similar amount of taxes.
According to court records, 

he’s a hard guy to find and, 
apparently, doesn’t have the 
money to pay his taxes or 
his other debts.
Those records read like a 

sad country song — Thomp-
son once sold a day-trading 
firm for $13 million back in 
2001, according to the New 
York Times. But later, a fed-
eral tax judge ruled that he’d 
set up a sham tax shelter to 
avoid paying taxes on the 
sale.
 By 2010, Thompson, who 

filed for bankruptcy, was 
the subject of about a dozen 
lawsuits from business as-
sociates and banks seeking 
payment of debts and loans.
In one lawsuit, he was or-

dered to pay $12.4 million 
to Wells Fargo Bank. The 
judgment went unpaid and, 
according to court records, 
was renewed in 2020.
The shame wall as well as 

the most recent court records 
lists Thompson’s address as 
3855 S.179th Terrace. But 
my story 15 years ago indi-
cated that he’d been evicted 
from a luxury, rental home 
in that area. Other court 
documents list Thompson 

at various other Omaha ad-
dresses.
Back in 2010, the then-

State Tax Commissioner, 
Doug Ewald, said that the 
state tries to collect unpaid 
taxes by garnishing wages 
and tapping into bank ac-
counts. But if someone has 
neither, it’s hard to collect, 
he said. 
Do these Walls of Shame 

work?
Back in 2010, Ewald said 

that a couple of tax scoff-
laws paid up so that their 
name would not be listed on 
the initial wall of shame.
Meanwhile, the total 

amount of delinquent taxes 
keeps rising, from $14 mil-
lion in 2010 to $59.7 million 
in fiscal year 2023-24.
A Revenue Department 

spokesman, however, points 
out that total tax collections 
are also rising, leaving only 
0.61% of all taxes delin-
quent in ‘23-24. Thus more 
than 99% of folks do pay. 
I guess that accounts for 

just about everyone, except 
Randall Thompson, wher-
ever he is.

Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-
braska state government and the state 
for decades. He retired in April as se-
nior contributor with the Nebraska 
Examiner. He was previously with the 
Omaha World-Herald, Lincoln Jour-
nal Star and Omaha Sun.  A native of 
Ralston, Nebraska, he loves traveling 
and writing about the state.

Businesses for Babies
By Christina Young, Director for the Center for the 
Prevention of Child Maltreatment
When businesses support working parents, 

they’re not just boosting their bottom line – they’re 
helping prevent child abuse and neglect. In South 
Dakota, 72.5% of all children under age six have 
all available parents in the workforce, making 
family-friendly workplace policies crucial for our 
state’s families. 
Research shows that workplace policies like flex-

ible scheduling, paid family leave, and childcare 
assistance significantly reduce major risk factors 
for child maltreatment by decreasing parental 
stress and providing essential economic stability. 
When parents have the flexibility to attend school 
events, care for sick children, or work from home 
when appropriate, it strengthens family bonds and 
creates more nurturing environments. Access to 
quality childcare and living wages helps ensure 
families can meet basic needs without the over-
whelming stress that can lead to crisis.
Prevention is far better – and far less costly – than 

intervention after abuse occurs. Studies show that 
every dollar invested in prevention can save up to 
seven dollars in future costs related to child wel-
fare services, healthcare, and criminal justice. By 
creating supportive work environments, business-
es play a crucial role in building the safe, stable, 
nurturing relationships children need to thrive. 
These investments in families today help develop 
healthier communities and a stronger workforce 
for tomorrow.
The Center for the Prevention of Child Maltreat-

ment’s “Businesses for Babies” campaign high-
lights South Dakota companies that have adopted 
family-friendly policies. By showcasing business-
es that prioritize family well-being through flexible 
schedules, parental leave, and childcare support, 
the campaign aims to inspire more companies to 
implement similar policies. Together, we can cre-
ate a business culture that strengthens families and 
protects our most vulnerable citizens – our chil-
dren.
Christina Young has been an influential figure 

in the child welfare field for over a decade, ded-
icating her career to the well-being of children 
and families. She directed an in-home family ser-
vices program covering 30 western counties in 
Iowa, demonstrating her commitment to commu-
nity-based support. Christina has a bachelor’s de-
gree in psychology and a master’s in human ser-
vices administration. Follow The Prairie Doc® at 
www.prairiedoc.org, Facebook, Instagram, You-
tube and Threads. Prairie Doc Programming in-
cludes On Call with the Prairie Doc®, a medical 
Q&A show (streaming Thursday’s on Facebook), 
2 podcasts, and a Radio program (on SDPB), pro-
viding health information based on science, built 
on trust.

Prairie Doc
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On March 26, Peru State College will 

host the ECNC Annual Art Conference 
from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m., bringing together 
students and educators for a day of cre-
ativity, learning, and collaboration.
Workshops and hands-on activities will 

include: Art History Bingo, Metal Em-
bossing, Watercolor with Music, Tissue 
Paper Painting, Junk Journal Scrapbook-
ing, Clay Sculpting: “Take and Bake,” 
Charcoal Still Life Drawing.
Peru State College art majors will lead 

the workshops, providing guidance and 
inspiration to the visiting students.
A special feature of the conference is 

Write Now, a fast-paced, interactive 
workshop led by Laura Gold, Associate 
Professor of Theatre at Peru State, along 

with The Disco Citizens. This engaging 
session will guide students through theme 
selection, creative writing exercises, and 
the early stages of production.
The dedicated art teachers from ECNC 

schools include: Sarah Swartzendruber 
– Palmyra; Chris Bennett – Falls City; 
Amy Ludwig – Freeman; Courtney Buelt 
– Mead; Kurt Bergdolt – Weeping Water; 
Stevie Eickhoff – Auburn; Brittney Tee-
man – Johnson County Central; Linda 
Trundle – Elmwood-Murdock.
The display was thoughtfully arranged 

by Amy Ludwig and students from Free-
man High School.
Don’t miss this incredible showcase of 

young artistic talent. Visit the Peru State 
College Art Gallery and celebrate the cre-
ativity of these talented student artists.

Elsie Thompson awarded and featured at PSC 
Outstanding ECNC Student Artwork showcase

75 Years Ago, March 19, 1950 to March 25, 1950
Edwin J. Morehead, president of the Southeast Nebraska Sportsmen’s Club, was re-elect-

ed to the board of directors of the Nebraska Council of Sportsmen’s Clubs at the Council 
session in Omaha.

Jack Kent, Sr., of Humboldt, served as the crew leader for taking the 1950 federal census 
in Richardson County. Mr. Kent spent the previous week in Lincoln attending an intensive 
training school.

Charley Hunley and Pat Ferguson earned an honorable mention in Class A for the all-tour-
ney team. Meanwhile, center Frank Falloon led the Tigers with 211 points throughout the 
season.

Falls City businessmen formed the Falls City Development Society in an exploratory 
meeting at Hotel Weaver. Tom Davies, Jr., was named chairman of the group, and George 
Goldsmith was the secretary.

Mrs. Elva O’Donnell of Omaha, Supreme Secretary of the B.P.O. Does, and Mrs. Lillian 
Nourse of Lincoln met with local Elks’ ladies to arouse interest in a local Does’ organiza-
tion. Twenty-one women were in attendance, and 19 signed the charter.

Safeway in Falls City advertised 10 pounds of potatoes for 43 cents and a pound of 
Winesap apples for 12 cents.

Rosalind Russell and Robert Cummings starred in “Tell it to the Judge” at the Oil City 
Theater.

The New York Fashion Academy named Mrs. Alben Barkley, wife of the vice president, 
the best-dressed woman in public life. Tennis player Gertrude Moran was the best-dressed 
in the sports world, and screen star Elizabeth Taylor was the best-dressed “All-American.”

The annual “Pal” banquet of the Friendship class of the Presbyterian Church was held at 
Westminster Hall. Covers were placed for 35 members and two guests.

Olivia De Haviland and Broderick Crawford were named the “best actress and actor” of 
1949. It was De Haviland’s second Oscar, previously winning for “The Heiress.”

Trac-Tru Motor Oil was for sale at Falls City Tractor Service for 59 cents per gallon 
when bought in 30-gallon drums.

Umpire Bill Steward protested against electronic umpires at the Dodgers’ training camp 
in Vero Beach, Florida. The devices measured speed and called balls and strikes, but they 
proved somewhat ineffective and required adjustment.  

Sixty people attended the session of the North and Harlan Parent-Teacher Association at 
the North School building.

Mr. and Mrs. Forrest Simmons of Falls City purchased a Maid-Rite lunch stand at Ne-
braska City and planned to move there and take over the operation in April.

Mrs. Robert Appleoff entertained 12 guests at a kitchen shower at her home in honor of 
Miss Blanche Cain, who was to marry Robert Rowan on April 15.

50 Years Ago, March 19, 1975 to March 25, 1975
KTNC Radio learned it was among 12 nationwide radio stations to receive the new 

Honorable Mention award at the Associated Press awards banquet in San Antonio, Texas. 
KTNC Radio was the only radio station in Nebraska to win the award. Station manager 
Hal Mann was scheduled to attend the award ceremony.

The United Tribes of Kansas and Southeast Nebraska announced hiring Howard (Bud-
dy) Simmonds as a deputy.

The county board of commissioners adopted a long-range plan for asphalting some sec-
�W�L�R�Q�V���R�I���F�R�X�Q�W�\���U�R�D�G�V�����7�K�H���D�U�H�D���S�O�D�Q�Q�H�G���I�R�U�������������L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\���À�Y�H���P�L�O�H�V���R�I��
road north of the Preston corner. The plan for 1976 was to asphalt four miles of road south 
of the junction of Highways 8 and 105.

Mark Jones, a former Tiger wrestler, was awarded a letter from the Kearney State Col-
lege wrestling team.

Four Richardson County students were named to the dean’s list in the College of Engi-
neering and Technology at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln. The list included Betty 
Johnson, Neal Koenig, Larry Fritz and Vann Prater.

�)�L�Q�D�O�� �S�U�H�S�D�U�D�W�L�R�Q�V�� �Z�H�U�H�� �X�Q�G�H�U�Z�D�\�� �I�R�U�� �W�K�H�� �D�Q�W�L�T�X�H�� �Á�H�D�� �P�D�U�N�H�W�� �W�R�� �E�H�� �K�H�O�G�� �D�W�� �3�U�L�F�K�D�U�G��
�$�X�G�L�W�R�U�L�X�P���R�Q���0�D�U�F�K���������D�Q�G�����������7�K�H���H�Y�H�Q�W���Z�R�X�O�G���E�H�Q�H�À�W���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O�·�V���E�D�Q�G��
trip in 1976. Mrs. Ernest Werner and Mrs. Robert Steele, Jr., were the chairpersons of the 
event.

The Nebraska Liquor Control Commission rejected Jon Marrs’s application for a bottle 
club license at the Pony Creek Club south of Falls City. The rejection was based on the 
local governing body’s recommendation for denial.

Pupils of District 1 in the Barada area and their teacher, Mrs. Cheryl Wagoner, were giv-
�H�Q���D���W�R�X�U���R�I���W�K�H���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���-�R�X�U�Q�D�O�����7�K�H���À�Y�H���S�X�S�L�O�V���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���/�R�U�U�L�D���3�R�U�W�H�U�����-�X�G�\���'�X�H�U�I�H�O�G�W��
and Ronald, Karen and David Porter.

�6�F�R�W�W���)�D�U�P�H�U���D�Q�G���%�L�O�O�\���0�H�L�Q�]�H�U���Z�H�U�H���S�L�F�W�X�U�H�G���Á�\�L�Q�J���W�K�H�L�U���N�L�W�H�V���L�Q���W�K�H���O�R�W���D�W���W�K�H���F�L�W�\���Z�D�W�H�U��
tower.

The Nebraska Public Power District completed the improvement of the residential 
streetlights in Verdon, which had been in progress for four years.

Patrick Bahr, son of Mr. and Mrs. Alvin Bahr, was chosen as an alternate for the intern 
�S�U�R�J�U�D�P���L�Q���&�R�Q�J�U�H�V�V�P�D�Q���&�K�D�U�O�H�V���7�K�R�Q�H�·�V���:�D�V�K�L�Q�J�W�R�Q�����'���&�����R�I�À�F�H���I�U�R�P���$�S�U�L�O���������W�R��������

�$�� ������������ �E�L�O�O�L�R�Q�� �W�D�[�� �F�X�W�� �S�D�F�N�D�J�H���� �W�K�H�� �P�R�V�W�� �V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W�� �W�D�[�� �F�X�W�� �L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �Q�D�W�L�R�Q�·�V�� �K�L�V�W�R�U�\����
passed on a 60-29 vote.

George Marburger of Humboldt attended a Briggs-Stratton small engines school in Ne-
braska City.

Dr. Tom Jacobitz of Stella was opening an Animal Clinic on the east edge of Stella. The 
�����[�������I�R�R�W���E�X�L�O�G�L�Q�J���L�Q�F�O�X�G�H�G���D�Q���R�I�À�F�H�����U�H�F�H�S�W�L�R�Q���U�R�R�P�����H�[�D�P���U�R�R�P�����[���U�D�\���U�R�R�P�����V�X�U�J�H�U�\��
room and pharmacy.

Bill Bruhn, the record-setting leader of the Dawson-Verdon Jets, was named to the sec-
ond Class D All-State basketball team by Randy York of the Lincoln Journal-Star and 
Conde Sargent of the Omaha World-Herald.

�7�K�H���6�D�F�U�H�G���+�H�D�U�W���/�D�G�\���,�U�L�V�K���K�D�G���L�W�V���À�U�V�W���J�L�U�O�V�·���W�U�D�F�N���W�H�D�P�����6�L�V�W�H�U���0�D�U�J�D�U�H�W���(�O�O�H�Q���F�R�D�F�K�H�G��
the squad. Of the 48 girls in high school, 32 were out for the team.

25 Years Ago, March 19, 2000 to March 25, 2000
Perennial speech powerhouse Humboldt High School won its fourth-straight Class D1 

State Speech Championship. The program had previously won its 20th consecutive dis-
trict title. Monica Stauffer was named state champion in the Serious Prose category.

Russell E. Dorr, a longtime Falls City businessman, passed away in Lincoln at 85. 
Matt Mezger and Julie Froeschl were named Player of the Year for their respective 

classes. Froeschl also was recognized on the Super-State Third Team. County honorable 
mentions went to Jacob Fritz, Jessica Heim, Jeff Druba, Katie Parsons, Josh Rhodd, Dan 
Simon, Sally Witt, Codey Sopoci, Katie O’Grady, Russ Plager, Dustin Bents, John Bar-
nett, Nicole Bowen, Melanie Stauffer, Lance Goings, Shane Nelson and Brent Shubert.

The Dawson-Verdon Speech team placed third in Class D2. Jessica Heim and Hilary 
Koso each placed second.

O’Brien Massage Therapy was now open at 1210 Stone Street.
The Falls City Lady Track team had 29 girls participating, while the Tiger boys’ team 

�À�H�O�G�H�G���������D�W�K�O�H�W�H�V�����7�K�H���,�U�L�V�K���E�R�\�·�V���W�H�D�P���F�R�P�S�U�L�V�H�G���������L�Q�G�L�Y�L�G�X�D�O�V�����D�Q�G���W�K�H���/�D�G�\���,�U�L�V�K���K�D�G��
17 girls.

Falls City Middle School Students of the Month included Rose Meyer, Travis Mullins 
and Ashley Campbell.

�-�D�F�T�X�H�O�L�Q�H���+�L�Q�]�����D���À�I�W�K���J�U�D�G�H�U���D�W���6�R�X�W�K���6�F�K�R�R�O�����V�X�E�P�L�W�W�H�G���D���S�R�H�P���W�R���D���F�R�Q�W�H�V�W���I�R�U���\�R�X�Q�J��
poets and was chosen as one of the top 10 in her grade division.

At a recent meeting, the Falls City Elks Lodge initiated one of the larger groups in years. 
Corey Schawang, Brian McKim, Zach Matthes, Tom Harson, Vickie Fowler, Tom Fowler 
and Matt Bauman joined the lodge, which had a membership of approximately 740.

Please join us for a retirement 
celebration honoring

For her 25 years of dedicated service to 
the Richardson County Veteran’s O�ce

Please join us: Tuesday, March 25, 2025
Richardson County Courthouse

2nd Floor, County Commissioners Room
11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.

Pawnee City offers families 
$50,000 to call it home

(Continued from Page 1)
tance.
Affordable homeown-

ership – Get $50,000 in 
down payment assistance, 
making homeownership 
easier and more affordable.
Quality Healthcare - Paw-

nee County Memorial 
Hospital offers excellent 
medical care, including 
24/7 emergency services.
Great Schools – Paw-

nee City Public Schools 
provide small class sizes, 
strong academics, and ex-
tracurricular activities.
Safe and Friendly Com-

munity – Low crime rates 
and a tight-knit, welcom-
ing town make it a great 
place to raise a family.
Recreation and Swim-

ming Pool – Enjoy a com-
munity pool, parks, youth 
sports, and outdoor activi-
�W�L�H�V���O�L�N�H���À�V�K�L�Q�J���D�Q�G���K�L�N�L�Q�J����
Plus we have one of the 

only 9-hole sand green golf 
courses.
Easy Access to Lincoln 

and Surrounding Areas – A 
90-minute drive to Lincoln 
and 45 minutes to Beatrice 
with easy connections to 
nearby communities.
Growing job and busi-

ness opportunities – New 
housing, workforce de-
velopment, and econom-
ic growth make it a great 
place to invest.
Low cost of living – af-

fordable home prices, low 
property taxes, and a strong 
local economy make living 
�K�H�U�H���À�Q�D�Q�F�L�D�O�O�\���V�P�D�U�W��
Strong community spirit 

– friendly neighbors, lo-
cal events, and volunteer 
opportunities create a true 
small-town feel.
Exciting future – vi-

sion 2030 is bringing new 
homes, improvements, and 
revitalization, making now 
the perfect time to move.
Take advantage of 

$50,000 in assistance and 
experience safe, affordable, 
and vibrant small-town liv-
ing in Pawnee City! Visit  
https://www.pawneeci-
tynewhomes.com/ to learn 
more about how to qualify 
for this new $50,000 down 
payment assistance pro-
gram and to look at some 
�R�I���W�K�H���Q�H�Z���K�R�X�V�H�V���D�Q�G���Á�R�R�U��
plans available. 
Ready to make the move? 

Contact the Pawnee City 
Economic Development 
�2�I�À�F�H�� �W�R�G�D�\�� �D�W�� �S�D�Z�Q�H�H�F-
itydevelopment@gmail.
com or call (402) 630-6977 
for more details on this 
one-of-a-kind opportunity.

(Continued from Page 1) 
worked to restore power by 
starting backup generators. 
Damage was also found on 
the city’s distribution lines, 
including the north ring bus 
and the Salem line. 

Crews worked to replace 
a damaged pole on the 
north ring bus. The OPPD 
transmission line feeding 
Falls City sustained signif-
icant damage and was ex-
pected to be deenergized 
for approximately 48 hours 
starting Friday evening. As 
a result, the FC Power Plant 
began generating power for 
Falls City customers and 
was expected to continue 
for 36-48 hours until trans-
mission service could be 
restored.

Updates provided on so-
cial media indicated that by 
10:30 PM on March 14th, 
power was fully restored 
for all circuits excluding 
the Salem line. Crews were 
rebuilding a section of 
overhead three-three-phase 
line between Falls City and 
Salem that was damaged by 
a roof that blew off a near-
by building, with repairs 
expected to take another 
3-5 hours. The FC Power 
Plant continued to generate 
power until transmission 
service could be restored. 

By 11:30 PM on March 
15, all storm-related repairs 
to the city’s electric system 
were completed, and OPPD 
had repaired the transmis-
sion line, allowing the pow-
er plant team to transition 
back to grid power

Intense winds 
lead to down 

lines and 
widespread 

power outages


