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Wed., Jan., 22
2:30 PM: Ribbon Cutting at 
Falls City Journal.

Fri., Jan 24
10AM-8PM: Midland Empire 
Farm and Rural Lifestyle Show

6PM: 3-State Stockyard Special 
Bred Cow, Cow/Calf & Breeding 
Bull Sale.

Sat., Jan 25
9AM-4PM: Midland Empire 
Farm and Rural Lifestyle Show

Sat., Feb. 1
8AM-5PM: Gun Show at the 
American Legion in Johnson, NE.

6:30 or 8PM: SH Shrimp Feed.

Sun., Feb. 2
8AM-3PM: Gun Show at the 
American Legion in Johnson, NE

Thurs., Feb. 6
11:00 AM: Land Auction at Cen-
tral City, NE 

Sat., Feb. 8
5:00-8:00PM: Shubert Christian 
Church Whole Hog Pancake & 
Sausage Supper

Fri., Feb. 14 
Babies of 2024 Journal dead-
line.

Sat., March 1
Frontier  Bank lobby hours are 
changing.

Connie Feek Tax Service
 has moved

(Please turn to Page 12)

EPA Region 7 issues emergency order 
on drinking water safety at 

Colonial Acres of Humboldt
Falls City Journal • May 29, 2024

EPA said the facility’s ongoing Legionella bacterial contamination 
may endanger public health. On May 20, 2024, the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) Region 7 issued an emergency or-
der under the Safe Drinking Water Act to the City of Humboldt, 
Nebraska, for drinking water at the Colonial Acres of Humboldt 
Nursing Home and Assisted Living Facility (Colonial Acres).

Infrastructure project breaking 
ground soon

Falls City Journal • May 29, 2024
The Falls City Electrical Distribution System Improvement project 

will begin in early April 2024, and the goal is to finish the much-
needed project by December of the same year.
An open house meeting was held at the Southeast Community Col-

lege Learning Center in Falls City on Tuesday, March 26. Employ-
ees from the City of Falls City, Watts Electric, JEO Consulting and 
Olsson, Inc. were on hand to answer questions and provide updates 
on the electrical construction through Downtown Falls City.
The Phase 1 Project Location will be between Chase Street and 

Harlan and from 11th to 20th Street. The initial work will originate 
at the new Power Distribution Center at the Power Plant and work 
up 11th Street from Crook to the east alley of Stone Street. From 
there, workers will move north from Stone Street east alley to 18th 
Street and Stone Street alley. The final phase will include work from 
11th Street from Stone Street west alley to 20th Street and Stone 
Street west alley.

News makers of 2024

Richardson County Sheriff’s 
Office combats drug crimes 
with proactive enforcement

The Richardson County Sheriff’s Office has made the investiga-
tion of drug crimes its top priority for the past five years. This com-
mitment stems from the recognition that drugs, particularly meth-
amphetamine, have been a persistent issue in the United States, 
including Richardson County. The use and sale of hard drugs often 
lead to a surge in other criminal activities such as violence, theft, 
and burglary.

To combat this, the Sheriff’s Office has implemented a proactive 
law enforcement approach. This strategy has involved conducting 
over 18,000 traffic stops and executing over 220 search warrants, 
80 of which were residential.

These efforts have resulted in the seizure of a wide range of ille-
gal substances. Deputies have confiscated various classes of drugs, 
including: Methamphetamine, Heroin, Cocaine, Crack Cocaine, 
Fentanyl, Psylocibin mushrooms, Marijuana and Concentrated 
THC products.

In many instances, these seizures also led to the confiscation of 

The Annual meeting of the 
Richardson County Board of 
Commissioners was called to or-
der by Chairman Caverzagie at 
9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, January 
15, 2025.  Roll call was answered 
by Karas, Campbell and Caverza-
gie.  

Motion was made by Karas to 
reappoint John Caverzagie as the 
Chairman of the Board for 2025.  
Motion seconded by Campbell 
and the motion carried. A motion 
was made and carried to  appoint 
Rick Karas as the Vice-Chairman 
of the Board for 2025

Commissioner Caverzagie list-
ed the duties be designated to the 
following commissioners:

Commissioner Karas:  County 
Roads, Southeast Nebraska De-
velopment District (SENDD) and 
the Southeast Nebraska Commu-
nity Action Council

Commissioner Caverza-
gie:  Courthouse Building and 

Commissioners 
designate duties 
and reappoint 

positions

The 2024 Annual Banquet 
and Business Meeting for 
Falls City EDGE was held on 
Wednesday evening, January 
15, at the Falls City Elks Lodge. 
EDGE Executive Director Lu-
cas Froeschl welcomed every-
one in attendance, and Fr. Jim 
Meysenburg of Saints Peter 
and Paul Catholic Church gave 
the prayer. Dinner was served, 
followed by comments from 
guest speaker Senator Bob 
Hallstrom.
Outgoing Commissioner Da-

vid Sickel was honored for his 
service to EDGE for the past 
18 years. Sickel served as the 
county’s representative on the 
EDGE board for his 16 years 
of service as Commissioner of 
District 2 in Richardson Coun-
ty and for two years prior to 
his elected position as an indi-
vidual member-investor of the 
organization.
Hullman’s Ford Lincoln then 

received the 2024 Investor of 
the Year Award. In 1984, Den-
nis Hullman and his father, 
Lawrence, purchased the old 
Charlie Smith building at 14th 

Hullman’s Ford Lincoln, Inc. named 
Investor of the Year at EDGE Banquet

and Harlan. The pair slowly 
bought more property to house 
all of their inventory. Lawrence 
passed away in 1990, and Den-
nis and Cheryl purchased his 
stake in the company. Over time, 
their son Ben stepped into the 
family business. As a youngster, 
he unlocked cars on his way to 
school, and by 2002, he was a 
full-time salesman.
Twelve years ago, they pur-

chased the Firestone building 
and began planning to renovate 
it to add an alignment machine. 
The entire back of the building 
was gutted, new concrete was 
laid, and windows and doors 
were installed. An alignment 
machine, lifts and tire and wheel 
balancing equipment were pur-
chased and added to the area.
The renovation of the front of 

the building began in 2023 as a 
way to showcase new vehicles. 
By the following year, the new 
floor was complete, as were new 
windows, HVAC and a honey-
comb LED lighting system. The 
company also added five ad-
ditional employees during this 
time.

After the presentation, a brief 
business meeting was held.

Dennis, Cheryl, Racy, Ryder and Ben Hullman receive the Investor of the Year Award.
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: SNOW DAY

DOWN
1. Odds’ partners
2. Tubby little cubby
3. “He’s Just Not That ____ You”
4. Of the same period
5. *Popular Snow Day pastime
6. Some tournaments
7. Zugspitze, e.g.
8. *Severe weather
9. Deed hearing
10. Algae, sing.
11. Marble bread
13. ____ Jack, English pirate
14. *As opposed to rain
19. Irregular
22. Type of conifer
23. Musketeers’ swords
24. High-strung
25. Cerebellum location
26. Unit of life
27. Students’ dwellings
28. *Snow Day reading choice
29. Helping theorem
32. *Like soft pj’s
33. Intelligence org.
36. *Slope fun
38. Shorter than California
40. Number of years
41. No, it doesn’t crawl in one’s ear
44. Horse of certain color, pl.
46. Spontaneous additions
48. Obtuse one
49. Tom Cruise’s “The ____ of 
Money”
50. Highway hauler
51. Bad sign
52. Of a particular kind
53. Smoothie berry
54. Superman’s last name
55. Part of a seat
56. *Like chocolate on a Snow Day

ACROSS
1. Larger-than-life
5. Capone’s family
8. Wild swine
12. “You’re not allowed,” to a baby
13. Deal with it
14. Cunningly
15. Shower with affection
16. Allege
17. City in Belgium
18. *Snow Day exercise?
20. Poet Pound
21. Ovine sign of the zodiac
22. Tasseled hat
23. All together (2 words)
26. Military College of South Caro-
lina, with The
30. For every
31. a.k.a. association football
34. *All-day Snow Day garb?
35. Delete
37. Crude fuel
38. Read-only disc
39. Good’s counterpart
40. Popular flowering shrub
42. Female ancestor
43. Two heads are better than one, 
e.g.
45. Bering Strait state
47. Rudolph’s Clarice, e.g.
48. Like thick smoke
50. Fountain option
52. *No two are alike, sing.
56. Surround (2 words)
57. Tangerine plus grapefruit
58. *Like a river, with over
59. #51 Down, pl.
60. Heidi’s “Magic Wooden Shoe”
61. Olufsen’s partner
62. Sound of a bell
63. Not him
64. Surfer’s stop

“Sez-I” Letters to the Editor
We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-I’s.”  All letters sent to the Falls City 

Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification. 
We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste, libel-

ous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be published. 
Letters may be emailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street, Falls City, 

NE 68355.
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All things Nebraska
‘Good Life District’ 
idea ‘a mess’ of un-

intended 
consequences

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior 
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner
LINCOLN — Be wary of 

unintended consequences.
That’s good advice for any 

endeavor, and appears to be 
the problem facing proposed 
retail/sports/entertainment 
developments called “Good 
Life Districts.”
The recent effort to create 

such districts was well in-
tended. The idea was to lure 
out-of-state shoppers, visitors 
and youth sports teams to 
spend millions in Nebraska, 
rather than Kansas City, Des 
Moines or Minneapolis. 
Envisioned at Gretna’s Ne-

braska Crossing mall were 
stores like Nordstroms, IKEA 
and Crate & Barrel (high-end 
retailers that have bypassed 
Nebraska) along with youth 
sports complexes to lure re-
gional tournaments. Hotels 
and restaurants would cater to 
visitors, creating a “transfor-
mational” attraction rivaling 
The Legends development in 
Kansas City.
The state would devote half 

of its sales tax of 5.5% to help 
finance such mega develop-
ments that must cost more 
than $500 million and would 
lure more than 600,000 visi-
tors a year.
The developer of Nebras-

ka Crossing told state law-
makers that he could attract 
everything from a pro hock-
ey franchise to an Olympic 
training center for USA Vol-
leyball to the Omaha suburb, 
along with indoor surfing and 
rock climbing outlets. 
But somewhere along the 

line, the Good Life District 
idea got off track.
Six communities have of-

fered to host Good Life Dis-
tricts, and the generous state 
tax break it provides, making 
you wonder if every one will 
be “transformational” and 
lure 600,000 visitors a year.
The Good Life District idea 

was novel. It departed from 
past state tax policy, which 
had not granted tax breaks for 
retail development. That’s be-
cause a new shopping center 
typically just steals shoppers 
from old shopping centers — 
shifting rather than growing 
the economy — and retail 
jobs typically don’t pay wag-
es that will support a family.
So, the state wisely has fo-

cused its tax incentives on 
manufacturers and big cor-
porations that pay good sala-
ries and are more likely to be 
around in 30 years or so.
But you gotta wonder how 

many shoppers will venture 
to Nebraska to shop at a mega 
shopping mall and play in a 
regional sports tournament, 
when plenty of those places 
and events already exist in 
other cities. 
It reminds me of the pitch 

promoters of the Kearney 
Archway Memorial made 
years ago — “if we build it 
and plop it over Interstate 
80, travelers will pull over in 
droves.” They will pay to see 
it, they said, providing plen-
ty of revenue to finance the 
multi-million dollar, fort-like 
arch. 
That projection was not 

even close.
The Good Life idea was de-

scribed as “a mess” recently 
by former State Sen. Lou Ann 
Linehan, who sponsored the 
Good Life bills, according to 
the Nebraska Examiner. 
A clean-up bill, passed hur-

riedly in the waning hours 
of the 2024 session, failed to 
solve the problems with the 
initial Good Life bill, passed 
in 2023.
The fiasco is part of a trend. 

Too many legislative propos-
als — including major chang-
es — are introduced with the 
idea that any glitches can be 
hashed out later, as the bill 
works through three rounds 
of debate before the full Leg-
islature.
But that often doesn’t allow 

enough time for lawmakers, 
as well as lobbyists and those 
representing competing inter-
ests, to digest what exactly 
is being amended, and then 
amended again. The clean-up 
bill was passed in the waning 
hours of a session, when at-
tention was focused on a lot 
of other matters.
The result is unintended 

consequences.
Right now, the status of the 

Gretna/Nebraska Crossing 
project — which had grown 
to an anticipated 4,500 acres 
— is uncertain.
Gretna voters appear to have 

narrowly approved a Good 
Life District, but it’s one that 
apparently won’t include 
the main advocate, Nebras-
ka Crossing developer Rod 
Yates. Yates recently sought 
to drop out of the partnership 
with Gretna, and is calling 
for a new law to allow him 
to work with the state on his 
plans, and not the city.  
Kind of makes your head 

spin, sort of like state law-
makers trying to sort out 
last-minute deals in the Leg-
islature and foresee any unin-
tended consequences.

Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-
braska state government and the state 
for decades. He retired in April as se-
nior contributor with the Nebraska 
Examiner. He was previously with the 
Omaha World-Herald, Lincoln Jour-
nal Star and Omaha Sun.  A native of 
Ralston, Nebraska, he loves traveling 
and writing about the state.

Let’s Get Moving
By Jill Kruse, DO	
As we start the New Year, many people are making 

resolutions and setting goals for the next 12 months.  
One of the most common resolutions is to be more ac-
tive.  At Prairie Doc, we want all of our viewers to be 
both healthy and happy.  This week, On Call with the 
Prairie Doc will be showcasing different ways people 
can incorporate movement into their lives.  There is tru-
ly something for everyone.  
Personally, I’ve explored a variety of activities with 

varying levels of success and competence.   Regardless 
of the activity, what has made many of these experienc-
es memorable and enjoyable are the people I have met 
along the way.  Some of my most cherished friendships 
have formed through shared activities, proving to be 
just as beneficial to my mental health as any physical 
benefits of the activity itself.   
Let me share some of the more unusual ways that I’ve 

stayed active throughout my life.  In fourth grade, I 
joined the wrestling team.  I became the first girl in my 
school to do so.  I was not particularly good, ending the 
season with a 1-11 record.  However, I was proud of 
myself for trying.  By sixth grade, two other girls joined 
the team with me.  
In junior high I tried volleyball, and while I loved, but 

was not very skilled.  The place I did excel in was tae-
kwondo.  I started when I was ten and earned my 3rd 
degree black belt while in college.  When I was in med-
ical school, I still found time for activities and needed to 
try things that were the complete opposite of my school 
work.  I tried rock climbing, belly dancing, and fencing.  
All activities that were outside my comfort zone, but 
quickly became welcome breaks from studying.  
In Brookings, we are blessed with a multitude of ac-

tivities in the area to try.  I have participated in an adult 
kickball league.  I have also started curling with the 
Brookings Curling Club.  This game involves not only 
skill and strategy but a little bit of luck.  On Prairie Doc, 
viewers will get to see me doing my favorite exercise 
activity, aerial silks.  My medical residency training was 
in Baraboo, Wisconsin, the home town of the Ringling 
Brothers.  I always loved the circus and aerial silks al-
lows me to feel like I have joined the circus, if only for 
a few moments.  
Finding the right activity may take some trial and error, 

but once you find something you love it will be worth 
it.  So, as you set your goals for the coming year, con-
sider trying something completely different.  You may 
just discover an activity that brings you joy and a new 
community of friends along the way.  Until next time, 
Stay healthy and active out there!
Jill Kruse, D.O. is part of The Prairie Doc® team of 

physicians and currently practices as a hospitalist in 
Brookings, South Dakota. Follow The Prairie Doc® at 
www.prairiedoc.org and on Facebook, Instagram, and 
Threads featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc®, a 
medical Q&A show on SDPB, 2 podcasts, and a Radio 
program, providing health information based on sci-
ence, built on trust, streaming live on Facebook most 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. central and wherever podcast can 
be found.

Prairie Doc
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Please join us here at the Falls City Journal office at 
1709 Stone Street on Wednesday, Jan 22 at 2:30 p.m. for 
a ribbon cutting.

Falls City Journal ribbon 
cutting, Wed., January 22

The Journal office will 
operate on a “flex sched-
ule,” for the foreseeable 
future. 
Some afternoons the of-

fice may need to close 
early if staff needs to be 
away for appointments, 
meetings or events or we 
may step away for periods 
of time in the morning or 
afternoon and return later. 
You can always reach 

all of us by email day or 
night, seven days a week 
for advertising, questions 
or information. You  may 
also use our drop box in-
side the door to leave 
payments or information. 
Please see page two for 
Brian and Nikki’s email 
addresses. 
We appreciate your un-

derstanding at this time. 

The office of 
FC Journal on 
flex schedule

Commissioners designate duties and 
reappoint positions

(Continued from Page 1)
Grounds and Law En-
forcement Center, Region 
V Systems and Services, 
member of the Product De-
velopment and Public Poli-
cy Committee of the Great-
er Falls City Economic 
and Development Growth 
Enterprise (EDGE) and al-
ternate to the Local Emer-
gency Planning Committee 
(LEPC), 

Commissioner Camp-
bell:  County Roads, 
The Greater Falls City 
Economic and Develop-
ment Growth Enterprise 
(EDGE), Local Emergen-
cy Planning Committee 
(LEPC), Falls City Airport 
Road Committee and the 
Southeast Nebraska Health 
Board

Steve Darveau, Jr. was 
reaffirmed as the Rich-
ardson County Highway 
Superintendent, License 
#S-1660 Class A with an 
annual salary for 2025 ap-
proved at $70,227.00 (two 
percent increase).   

Mona Godemann was re-
appointed as the Veterans 
Service Officer for 2025.  

Brian Kirkendall was 
reappointed as the Rich-
ardson County Emergency 
Manager and the Noxious 
Weed Control Superinten-
dent with an annual sal-
ary for 2025 approved at 
$66,894.64 (two percent 
increase

Dr. Allan W. Tramp was 
reaffirmed to the County 
Health Board for the year 
2025 pursuant to Nebraska 
State Statute 71-501

Charles O’Grady was 
reappointed to the Rich-
ardson County Planning 
Commission for a term of 
three years which expires 
December 31, 2027. A po-
sition still remains open 

and the Board will be con-
sidering the appointment 
to this position at a later 
meeting.  

A motion was made by 
Caverzagie to reaffirm the 
appointment of the mem-
bers of the County Safety 
Committee:  Sheriff Hard-
esty; Jail Administrator, 
Kristen Morehead; Ryan 
Curtis, Courthouse Main-
tenance; Steve Darveau, 
Jr., Highway Superinten-
dent; Wyatt Martin, Road 
and Bridge Department; 
and Brian Kirkendall, 
EMA Director. The motion 
carried.

Sheriff Hardesty updated 
the Board on the business 
within the Law Enforce-
ment Center.

An agreement with Com-
bined Public Communica-
tions, LLC was presented 
to the Board review and 
approval. This company 
provides the phone calling 
card service, inmate mes-
saging service, commis-
sary and other services for 
inmates to purchase. It was 
approved for the Sheriff to 
enter into a signed agree-
ment.  

Steve Darveau, Jr., High-
way Superintendent updat-
ed the Board on the routine 
maintenance being done on 
county roads and bridges.  

Brian Kirkendall, Nox-
ious Weed Supt. presented 
to the Board the 2024 an-
nual report of the Noxious 
Weed Control Plan pro-
gram in Richardson Coun-
ty which will be submitted 
to the NE Department of 
Agriculture Animal and 
Plant Health Protection. 
Kirkendall reported that 
the infestation of sericea 
lespedeza has become less 
in the County but that it is 
still prevalent in the Coun-

ty but with areas of infesta-
tion smaller than in previ-
ous years.  

The 2024 annual report 
of the Noxious Weed Con-
trol Plan program in Rich-
ardson County as present-
ed was approved to autho-
rize the Chairman to sign.

Review of the request for 
a subdivision of property 
located in S30, T1, R18 
for Robert D and Joyce 
K Bachman was held and 
the Board requested that 
the Highway Superinten-
dent review this requested 
subdivision with the land-
owners and the Board will 
consider this further at the 
next meeting.

The meeting was ad-
journed at 10:50 a.m.  The 
Board will meet again on 
Wednesday, January 22, 
2025, at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting 
Room, Courthouse, Falls 
City, NE.  The agenda is 
kept current at the County 
Clerk’s Office.

75 Years Ago, January 22, 1950 to January 28, 1950
First Lt. Tom Johnson, commanding officer of Company B, Falls City National 

Guard unit, announced the enlistment of seven new guards. The addition of Sgt. 1st 
Class John Weick, Corp. Lloyd Hager, Corp. Willard Mullins, George Lockard Jr., 
Glenn Hayes, Elmer Wist and Allen Scott pushed the total enlistment to 69 men.

Rev. Harry Lawyer of Dodge City had moved to Falls City and was the new pastor 
of the local Church of the Nazarene.

Eighty couples attended an Elks dance given at the club rooms. Alton’s Trio fur-
nished the music and a buffet lunch was served.

Bob Gibson returned from the International Harvester Company’s refrigerator plant 
in Evansville, Indiana. Gibson won the trip in a district sales contest on refrigerators.

Traffic was snarled for two hours on Highway 73, north of Falls City and east of 
Verdon. A semi-trailer went into the ditch at Prichard Corner when it lost control as 
it tried to avoid a passenger car that had skidded on ice and was lodged crosswise on 
the road.

The Empire State Building, the tallest structure in the world, was increased by 199 
feet with the addition of a multiple-use television tower.

The Humboldt High School basketball team maintained its No. 10 position in the 
state Class C ratings of Gregg McBride of the Omaha World-Herald.

At Prichard Auditorium, the Tigers routed the Nebraska City Pioneers 42-14. Pat 
Ferguson scored 12 and Charley Hunley added 11 in the win.

Herman (Hunk) Braun, a former Falls City resident, was elected president of the 
Carter Lake Water Skiing Club in Omaha.

Miss Kate Kloepfel, a local weather observer, reported a temperature of nine below 
zero for Falls City, the lowest recording for the winter up to that point.

Falter’s Men Clothing Store advertised Knox $20 hats for $14.50 and McGregor 
corduroy shirts for $5.95.

According to State Auditor Ray Johnson, the state penitentiary cost $763,565 to 
operate in 1949. Salaries accounted for $353,042, food was $142,238, and building 
maintenance was $19,882.

A.L. Sonner, a Missouri Pacific railroad engineer for 45 years, retired at the age of 
66. Mr. Sonner, the oldest engineer, worked out of Falls City and was in good health. 
Mr. Sonner was an avid outdoorsman and also had a hobby of collecting guns.

The Falls City junior high basketball team defeated Pawnee City 23-19. George 
Percell hit for 12 points for the Tigers.

Actress Ingrid Bergman filed for divorce from her husband, Dr. Peter Lindstrom, in 
El Paso, Texas.

About $90 was cleared at the soup supper and dance sponsored by the Salem Music 
Boosters Club.

50 Years Ago, January 22, 1975 to January 28, 1975
The Tigers thumped St. Joseph Lafayette on the mats, 42-12. It marked the 30th 

dual win for the Tigers under Coach Larry Munn. Ed Kirkendall recorded the quickest 
pin of the night, needing just one minute and twelve seconds to win.

Kevin Tanner scored seven points as Southeast Consolidated defeated Sacred Heart 
23-18 in junior high basketball action. Charles Kreifels scored eight for the Irish.

Bill Bruhn scored 49 points as the Dawson-Verdon Jets lost 72-89 to Lewiston. 
Bruhn added 20 rebounds and Charlie Fiegener had 13.

Real estate experts in the Agriculture Department said farmland had cooled off but 
was still up 21% from the year before. The national average was $339 per acre, up 
from $280 per acre in November of 1973.

The Nebraska Department of Education figures for 1974-75 showed 2,663 students 
enrolled in schools in Richardson County.

Falls City Wrestlers of the Week included Ed Kirkendall, Ken Meinzer and Tim 
Wilson, while Deryl Hancock earned the honor at Humboldt.

Paul Wiggins was named head coach of the Kansas City Chiefs.
Pam Fritz, a senior at Dawson-Verdon High School, was named the school’s Betty 

Crocker Family Leader of Tomorrow.
Approximately 1,000 people attended the film “The Life and Times of Grizzly Ad-

ams” Thursday night at the Rivoli Theater. According to theater operator Howard 
Schroedl, the lines extended up and down the block for both showings.

Southeast lost for the first time on the hardwood, falling to Palmyra 65-63. Kerry 
Mehlin led the Mustangs with 18 points.

Larry Fine, the wild-haired member of the Three Stooges, died at the age of 73. Fine 
died of a stroke at the Motion Picture Country Home in Woodland Hills.

Miss Paula Mullins left for Tulsa, OK, where she competed in the Miss Rodeo 
U.S.A. pageant.

James G. Stephenson was elected president of the Falls City Country Club at the 
board of director’s annual meeting. Max Rathman was chosen as vice president, Neal 
Parsons was secretary, and Don Heinzelman was treasurer.

25 Years Ago, January 22, 2000 to January 28, 2000
Ed O’Grady was named the Nemaha Natural Resources District board of directors 

chairman.
Sacred Heart was marking its 109th year during Catholic Schools Week from Janu-

ary 30 to February 4.
At the Falls City Jaycees banquet, Teresa Chandler took the gavel from outgoing 

president Ann Severin. 
Rob Gerweck, project chairman and Charlie Radatz, Falls City Lions Club presi-

dent, provided certificates and $25 checks to Mark Lippold, a 7th grader at Sacred 
Heart and Deke Reichardt, a Falls City 7th grader. The boys won the local competi-
tion in the Lions International Peace Poster Contest.

At the Jaycees Passing of the Gavel Banquet, Appreciation Awards were presented 
to Scott Schock of Falls City Journal, Tony Brunett of First National Bank and Trust, 
Bruce Merz of Merz Farm Equipment, Don Stevens of Triple S Construction and Fred 
Brewer of Brewer Farms.

A ribbon cutting was held for Farm Bureau Insurance at the firm’s new office at 105 
East 17th Street.

Hinky Dinky advertised Tombstone Pizza, two for five dollars and Campbell’s 
Chunky Soups, two for three dollars. Twelve packs of Coke and Sprite were $1.99.

The Falls City Area Chamber of Commerce presented the Millennium Planning 
Committee with an “Atti Dude” award. The committee’s members planned the New 
Year’s Eve party at Prichard Auditorium.

Marc Gerard Knobbe was among the students who received honors for ranking in 
the top 10 percent of their class at the University of Kansas State.

Matt Mezger scored all 11 points for Humboldt-Table-Rock in the fourth quarter 
as they defeated Sacred Heart, 57-50. Mezger finished the game with 36 points. Josh 
Rhodd had 15 points and six assists, while Nate O’Grady added ten points and eight 
rebounds.

Katie Parsons scored 24 points, but it wasn’t enough as the Lady Tigers fell to Troy 
58-63 at the Hiawatha Invitational.
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Society
HUMBOLDT CH 234--ORDER OF THE 

EASTERN STAR
By Donna Monnette, Secretary
Fourteen members of the Humboldt Chapter #234 

Order of the Eastern Star met for a stated meeting on 
January 2. 2025 at The Meeting Place at 2:00 p.m. Wor-
thy Matron Nancy Nemechek presided in the East. The 
meeting opened in short form with prayer and singing 
of the Opening Ode, “He Leadeth Me.” All present 
pledged Allegiance to the American flag.
The Worthy Matron directed the Conductress to in-

troduce our newest member, Past Grand Patron David 
Wetrosky of Nebraska City. He was given a hearty wel-
come. The regular order of business followed with the 
reading of the December meeting minutes which were 
approved. The Treasurer gave her report. Bills were al-
lowed for the Secretary gift, Treasurer gift. Hall rent for 
6 months until June, and stamps for the Secretary.
Communications read included: OES News reminding 

members to participate in the May Grand Session.
A Christmas card from the Fremont Childrens’ Home 

designed by one of the children. Thank you letters for a 
donation to the Home and $5 for each child for Christ-
mas. A thank you for the recent donation the Service 
and Therapy Dog project.. An invitation to the Instal-
lation of new officers of the Masons and Eastern Star 
Members on January 12 in Nebraska City at 2:00 and 
4:00 p.m. The Cornerstone brochure from the Masonic 
Home in Plattsmouth stated the need of a fundraiser 
for the purchase of an industrial cooler within three 
months.
Annual reports were given by the Secretary, Treasur-

er, and Auditing Committee. Carolyn made a motion to 
dismiss the committee. Motion seconded and carried.
Trudy Fankhauser nominated David Wetrosky to the 

office of Worthy Patron for the ensuing year. He was 
elected.
The Worthy Matron requested a recess to prepare for 

the Installation of 2025 Officers. Installing Officers 
were announced as Past Matron--Carolyn Bredemeier, 
Installing Marshal-Trudy Fankhauser, Chaplain--Joan 
Wheeler and Organist--Debbi Dunn. Newly installed 
officers are: Worthy Matron--Phyllis Kreutzer: Wor-
thy Patron--David Wetrosky; Associate Matron--Sar-
ah Nims; Conductress--Trudy Fankhauser; Associate 
Conductress--Nancy Nemechek; Secretary--Donna 
Monnette; Treasurer and Chaplain--Joan Wheeler; 
Organist--Debbi Dunn,; Adah--Mary Ellen Gaither; 
Ruth--Jennifer True; Esther--Carolyn Bredemeier; 
Electa--Elizabeth Ketner; Warder--Debbi Dunn; and 
Sentinel--Don Monnette. Mrs Nemechek congratulated 
the chapter for filling most of the offices. 
Worthy Matron Phyllis Kreutzer thanked the installing 

offices and all others accepting their respective offices.
Mrs. Ketner asked all members to check the member-

ship list for any additions or changes at the close of the 
meeting.
The Chapter closed in form with prayer and singing 

of the Closing Ode, ‘God Be With You.’ A social hour 
followed with refreshments provided by Mrs. Ketner.

Falls City Police Department 
Calls and Statistics

December 30 through December 31 calls: one alarm, 
four ambulance/EMS, one vandalism, one animal call, 
one house watch, two miscellaneous, one burn per-
mit, one motorist assist, one 911 call, one warning for 
speeding, one warning for fail to use turn signals, one 
citation for speeding, one citation for driving while 
suspended, one citation for criminal mischief $501-
1,499.
December 31 through January 1 calls: two ambu-

lance/EMS, one investigation, one house watch, one 
theft, three check welfare, one animal call, one miscel-
laneous, one noise disturbance, one disturbance, one 
911 call, one citation for theft-shoplifting $0-$500, one 
warning for improper/defective vehicle lighting. 
January 1 through January 2 calls: three alarms, 

one check welfare, four ambulance/EMS, ten vandal-
ism, one burn permit, one animal call, three 911 calls. 
January 2 through January 3 calls: one vandalism, 

one burn permit, one traffic hazard, one traffic/driv-
ing complaint, two miscellaneous, one gun permit, one 
information only, one ambulance/EMS, two 911 calls. 
January 3 through January 4 calls: one found or lost 

property, two burn permits, two motorist assists, one 
ambulance/EMS, one nuisance, two miscellaneous, 
one gun permit, one animal call, one fire call, one in-
vestigation, one citation fur burning ban violation.
January 4 through January 5 calls: two 911 hang 

up/misdial, two information only, four ambulance/
EMS, one animal call, one burn permit, one referred to 
another agency, one alarm, six 911 calls.
January 5 through January 6 calls: seven ambu-

lance/EMS calls, one alarm, five referred to another 
agency, four information only, four miscellaneous, two 
check welfare, seven 911 calls. 
January 6 through January 7 calls: two 911 hang 

up/misdials, six referred to another agency, seven mis-
cellaneous, three motorist assist, three alarms, three 
parking complaints, five burn permits, two ambulance/
EMS, one information only, two traffic/driving com-
plaint, ten 911 calls, one citation for juvenile uncon-
trollable, one citation for assault cause bodily injury.
January 7 through January 8 calls: two miscella-

neous, five ambulance/EMS, one referred to another 
agency, one parking complaint, ten burn permits, two 
information only, one animal call, three 911 calls. 
January 8 through January 9 calls: one records 

check, two information only, four burn permits, one 
gun permit, one check welfare, one fire call (Humboldt 
Fire), one animal call, two 911 calls. 
January 9 through January 10 calls: five ambu-

lance/EMS, nine burn permits, two law enforcement 
assist, one 911 hang up/misdial, one theft, one house 
watch, one nuisance, one miscellaneous, two warrant 
arrests, one investigation, four 911 calls, two citations 
for fugitive from justice. 
January 10 through January 11 calls: three acci-

dents, two referred to another agency, seven ambu-
lance/EMS, one information only, six burn permits, 
one escort, two miscellaneous, one traffic/driving com-
plaint, one parking complaint, six records checks, one 
fire call (Falls City Fire), one alarm, eight 911 calls, 
one citation for improper/defective vehicle lighting, 
one citation for no license on person, one citation for 
expired license. 
January 11 through January 12 calls: ten burn per-

mits, one animal call, three ambulance/EMS, one re-
ferred to another agency, one fraud, one check welfare. 
January 12 through January 13 calls: two alarms, 

two referred to another agency, two burn permits, two 
parking complaints, one citation for no proof of own-
ership. 

By Vicki Beilke and Jennifer True
We are blessed to live in rural communities where 

people take care of those in need. Our community has 
many small churches that illustrate this giving spirit. 
While members are not wealthy, we are charitable. Acts 
of kindness and charity are illustrated on a daily basis, 
but even more so at Christmas. My little church, which 
has an average attendance of around 30 people, was ex-
tremely generous this holiday season in the following 
ways:

• Donated 400 pounds of food to the Falls City food 
pantry.

• Participated in the Good Samaritan Christmas Shoe-
box project  - packing large shoeboxes ready to explode 
with gifts to children around the world who would not 
otherwise have a Christmas.

• Supported the Child Savings Institute in Omaha with 
regular monetary and supply donations.

• Provided substantial gifts to a local SENCA family 
at Christmas.

• Prepared and delivering homemade treats to twenty 
families this Christmas.

• Contributed monetarily to several worldwide chari-
ties.

We support our charitable donations through the week-
ly generosity of church members and through our annu-
al garage sale and bake sale. 

Today we hear too much about what is wrong in this 
world; let’s celebrate something going well. Thank you 
to everyone at our church and in our communities help-
ing others where they can – whether it is money, time, 
donations, or friendship.

By Nicole Stoner
In the winter months, snow and ice can be a detriment 

to most anything we do outdoors. Ice on sidewalks and 
driveways can cause people to fall and get injured. De-
icing salts are used to melt the ice and help give people 
and vehicles the traction they need to move forward and 
not fall. But, be careful with deicing products as they can 
be harmful to plants. 
Plant damage from Deicers
Deicers get piled around plants or sprayed onto our land-

scape from roadways, this can be very harmful to plants. 
Sodium found in deicing salts can damage soil causing 
roots to struggle to absorb water. Deicing salts can also 
cause a crust to form on the soil surface making it very 
difficult for water to penetrate through to where roots are 
found. This lack of water can cause desiccation or dry-
ing out of the plant material which shows up as yellow 
or brown spots on the plant. It can also cause stunted 
growth, dead patches in the lawn, branch dieback, or leaf 
tip burn. 
Damage from deicers typically does not show up in 

plants until spring. As plants green up, those that were 
injured by deicing salts will not green up correctly or will 
develop damaged areas. We often see this in evergreen 
plants when they develop brown patches in the spring. 
How to avoid damage from deicers
Damage from deicing salts can be avoided. Try using 

products that are less harmful to plants. Sodium chlo-
ride is used most often, especially on roads. This prod-
uct is inexpensive and easy to find, but quite harmful to 
our plants. Products such as calcium chloride or calcium 
magnesium acetate are less harmful to plants. The saf-
er products are more expensive but are more difficult to 
find. You can save a little money by applying a light layer 
of deicing salts in combination with gravel. The gravel 
will get you the traction you need while using less deic-
ing salt. In general, deicing salts only need to be applied 
as a light layer to melt the ice and then scoop it away. 
Don’t use too much and always follow the label for ap-
plication.
Another way to reduce plant injury is to feather the snow 

out on the landscape when scooping, rather than piling it 
in the same location every time. If you continue to pile 
snow and deicing salts in the same spot, the sodium level 
will build up in that area of soil. Spreading it out over 
the landscape reduces the amount found in each area and 
therefore reduces the damage to plants. 
Avoid hand-removal of snow and ice from trees
Snow and ice can also build up on tree branches causing 

them to bend and sometimes break. If the snow and ice 
cause branches to bend but not break, let it melt natural-
ly. If you try to knock the snow and ice off branches with 
a broom you may end up breaking the branches causing 
more damage to the plants. If the branches are bending 
they will pop back to their original structure with time. 
If the branch breaks due to snow and ice load, wait until 
the snow melts off and then have an arborist prune the 
branch correctly, when safe to do so. A broken branch 
wound will not seal up correctly. Making a good pruning 
cut will allow the tree to seal the wound correctly and 
will cause less damage and decay in the long run. 
If you have any further questions please contact Nicole 

Stoner at (402) 223-1384, nstoner2@unl.edu, visit the 
Gage County Extension website at www.gage.unl.edu, 
or like my facebook page at http://www.facebook.com/
NicoleStonerHorticulture and follow me on twitter @
Nikki_Stoner  

Using deicing salts around plants

The office of 
Jenkins Financial Services 

is closing
 effective 12/31/24

To contact Bill for future services 
call: 402-801-2620 or 

email: billjenkins258@gmail.com

CONNIE FEEK 
TAX SERVICE
923 Dakota Street 

Suite #7 & 11
Sabetha, KS  66534

NEW PHONE 
NUMBER:

785-300-3388

We look 
forward to 
seeing you!

Small church making big impact

  On January 13, 2025 according to Falls City Police 
Department accident reports, Nancy Kentopp of Falls 
City was driving east on 17th Street. Katelyn Kimmi of 
Everest, KS was backing out of parking space. Everest 
backed into Kentopp. An estimated $3,000 in damage 
was done to the Kentopp vehicle; an estimated $3,000 
in damage was done to the Kimmi vehicle.
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From the Journal Archives

Undated Falls City Public Schoolhouse. 

 Barb Shurtleff, 513 W. 
20th St., Replace Roof; 
$16,974.75.

Matthew Froeschl, 2615 
Hiland Ave., Replace 
Roof and Gutters-House 
and Shed   $27,916.50.

Rob and Kristy Ger-
weck, 2415 Fulton St., Re-
place Roof; $28,000.00.

Building  
Permits

 Peru State College is 
proud to announce the 
President’s List for the 
Fall Term 2024, recogniz-
ing outstanding academic 
achievement. This year’s 
honorees include students 
from Nebraska, 13 other 
U.S. states, Puerto Rico, 
and countries around the 
world, such as Malaysia 
and the Dominican Re-
public.

To qualify for the Presi-
dent’s List, students must 
maintain a grade point av-
erage of 4.0 for the semes-
ter, complete at least 12 
graded credit hours, have 
no incomplete grades, and 
be degree-seeking.

If you have any ques-
tions, contact the Student 
Records Office for further 
information at 402-872-
2276.

Kadyn Hunter Dowdy, 
Harlee Beth Kathleen Pritt 
both of Rock Port, MO.

Jacob Patrick Bowman, 
Jessica E. Bowman, and 
Sheila Jo Miller of Au-
burn, NE.

President’s List at Peru State 
College – Fall Term 2024

The Nebraska Public Ser-
vice Commission has ap-
proved an Order (911-075/
PI-248, 911-077/C-5581/
PI-252) closing its investi-
gation and issuing its find-
ings into three separate 
911 outages/disruptions 
involving telecommunica-
tions carrier Lumen.
 The three separate Lu-

men outages/disruptions 
occurred on August 31, 
2023, April 17 and July 
9, 2024, impacting 911 
service over a wide area 
of Lumens’ Nebraska net-
work.
“Lumen guaranteed, and 

we expect Nebraska’s 
911 system to be avail-
able 99.999 percent (five-
nines) of the time, and 
that didn’t happen,” said 
Commission Chair Tim 
Schram.
Through its investiga-

tion and hearings, the 
Commission finds that 
Lumen’s level of perfor-
mance was not acceptable 
for Nebraska’s 911 system 
and that the carrier failed 
to meet the level of service 
provided within its state 
contract.
 Commission Chair 

Schram said, “While Lu-
men has engaged in sub-
stantial work to improve 

FCPS Superintendent’s 
District Update

By Tim Heckenlively
The Falls City Public Schools Board of Education held 

the regular board meeting on Monday, January 13, 2025. 
Here are the highlights of the meeting.
Falls City Public Schools Honors Outgoing Board 

Members at January 13th Meeting - At the beginning of 
the January 13, 2025, Falls City Public Schools Board of 
Education meeting, Superintendent Tim Heckenlively 
and Board President Teresa Olberding recognized three 
dedicated board members for their years of service and 
leadership. The outgoing members, Scott Hollens, June 
Bowers, and Dan Jones, were each honored for their un-
wavering commitment to the success and well-being of 
the district’s students, staff, and the broader Falls City 
community. 
Scott Hollens served on the Falls City Public Schools 

Board of Education from 2009 to 2025. June Bowers 
served on the Falls City Public Schools Board of Edu-
cation from 2015 to 2025. Dan Jones served on the Falls 
City Public Schools Board of Education from 2021 to 
2025. Superintendent Heckenlively and President Ol-
berding extended heartfelt thanks to these outgoing 
members, acknowledging their significant contributions 
to the district and the positive change they helped bring 
about. Their service has played a key role in shaping the 
educational landscape of Falls City Public Schools.
Reorganization of the Board of Education – Newly 

elected school board members Roger Windle, Kevin 
Scheitel and Gabe Ramsey were given the oath of of-
fice prior to their seating at the January 13 school board 
meeting, administered by Superintendent Tim Hecken-
lively. Following the seating of the new board members, 
Board President Teresa Olberding conducted the annual 
reorganization of the school board. Cassondra Goff was 
elected as the President of the Board of Education for 
2025 and Anthony Johansen was elected the Vice Presi-
dent. Upon election, President Goff made the 2025 com-
mittee appointments for policy, projects, negotiations, 
Falls City Educational Foundation and American Civ-
ics, while also approving the necessary designations. 
109th Legislature, 1st Regular Session convened on 

Wednesday, January 8 - Speaker John Arch was elect-
ed to his second two-year term as Speaker of the Leg-
islature. The body re-elected Senator Dave Murman as 
Chair of the Education Committee Bill introduction be-
gan January 9th.  Under a new rule of the Legislature, 
each member is limited to the introduction of no more 
than 20 measures per regular session.  Bill introduction 
will conclude on January 23rd. The 2025 session is the 
first session of the 109th Legislature, and will be 90 leg-
islative days, ending on June 9th. 
NDE Teacher Vacancy Survey Results for 2024. All 

public-school districts, nonpublic school systems and 
Educational Service Units (ESU) have been included in 
the collection of data. Overall, there were 153 school 
districts reporting unfilled positions, or 49.35% of the 
returned sample, at the beginning of the 2024-25 school 
year. Districts reported 669.35 positions as unfilled with 
fully qualified personnel, and 200.65 left vacant for 
2024-25. Of those 669.35 positions, 167.95 positions 
(25.09%) were in districts/systems with less than 500 
students. 
Of the 17 endorsement shortage areas, six have been 

designated shortage areas each year for the last 15 years: 
Language Arts, Mathematics, Science, Special Educa-
tion, Speech-Language Pathology, and World Language. 
In addition to these, 8 others have been designated short-
age areas each of the last five years: Career Education 
Areas; Art; Early Childhood Education; Health and/or 
Physical Education; School Counselor; School Library; 
School Psychologist; and Music/Instrumental/Vocal. 
The District 56 Board of Education acted on one item 

before concluding the regular meeting.
1. Approved the Negotiated Master Teacher Contract 

for 2025-2026.
  The next regular monthly Board of Education meet-

ing is scheduled for February 10, 2025 at 7:00 P.M. in 
the Central Office in Falls City Middle School. Regular 
and special meeting agendas are kept in the Office of the 
Superintendent, Tim Heckenlively.

  Roger Windle, Gabe Ramsey and Kevin Scheitel are 
given the oath of office prior to their seating at the Jan-
uary 13 school board meeting, administered by Superin-
tendent Tim Heckenlively, (left).

Trevor Sierks of Brown-
ville, NE.

Danielle Kristine Bip-
pes, Zoe Lea Ebel, Ash-
lynn Brooke Strauss, and 
Wyatt James Wason all of 
Falls City, NE.

Shannon Lee Jones of 
Humboldt, NE.

Alexis LeAnn Wittwer 
of Salem, NE.

Laney Marie Craine of 
Shubert, NE.

Avery Jane Dierberger 
of Table Rock, NE.

its network, the carrier’s 
lack of redundancy and 
diversity remains a con-
cern.”
 The Commission direct-

ed the State 911 Depart-
ment to identify poten-
tial changes to the state’s 
current 911 system. To 
support the process, Com-
mission consultant 911 
Authority will conduct an 
independent verification 
and validation of the Next 
Generation 911 system 
provided by Lumen.
State 911 Department Di-

rector, David Sankey said, 
“This independent testing 
is important to determine 
whether Lumen is capable 
of fulfilling its contractual 
obligations to provide the 
level of service the Com-
mission expects and de-
mands moving forward.”
 Additional informa-

tion to include the Order 
can be found on the PSC 
website at <https://psc.
nebraska.gov/lumen-affil-
iates-911-outage-investi-
gation >.

PSC closes Lumen 
investigation issues findings

Each semester, students 
at Missouri State Univer-
sity who attain academic 
excellence are named to 
the dean’s list. 
For undergraduate stu-

dents, criteria include 
enrollment in at least 12 
credit hours during the 
fall semester and at least 
a 3.50 grade point average 
on a 4.0 scale.
Jocelyn Dvorak from 

Hiawatha made the list. 
Dvorak was among more 
than 5,300 students named 
to the fall 2024 dean’s list.
Missouri State Univer-

sity is a public, compre-
hensive university system 
with a mission in public 
affairs. 
For more information 

about MSU, visit www.
missouristate.edu. 

Dvorak named 
to Missouri State 
University’s fall 
2024 dean’s list



Richardson County 
Sheriff’s Office report 

retrieved from social 
media

  All suspect’s are innocent 
until proven guilty.
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Richardson County Sheriff’s 
Office combats drug crimes with 

proactive enforcement
(Continued from Page 1)
firearms and drug money.

The year 2024 saw a sig-
nificant increase in pro-
active enforcement activ-
ities. Deputies conducted 
over 4,000 traffic stops, 
helping to maintain a vis-
ible presence in the com-
munity. They also execut-
ed 25 residential search 
warrants, exceeding the 
previous high. These war-
rants were executed across 
the county, with: 13 in 
Falls City; five in Hum-
boldt; four in Dawson; 
two in rural Richardson 
County and one in Stella. 

One of the most note-
worthy cases in 2024 
involved a large-scale 
methamphetamine inves-
tigation that spanned mul-
tiple locations. This inves-
tigation led to numerous 
search warrants being 
executed and subsequent 
arrests in Falls City, rural 
Richardson County, and 
Humboldt.

The 2024 methamphet-
amine investigation also 
highlighted the impor-
tance of interagency co-
operation. Deputies were 
able to identify metham-
phetamine suppliers op-
erating in Missouri and 
Kansas. By coordinating 
with law enforcement 
partners in those jurisdic-
tions, the Sheriff’s Office 
successfully apprehended 
these individuals.

In addition to the meth-
amphetamine investiga-
tion, other notable cases 
from 2024 demonstrate the 
Sheriff’s Office’s commit-
ment to combating a vari-
ety of crimes.

A joint operation with the 
Nebraska Game and Parks 
in Humboldt led to the 
seizure of nine pounds of 
marijuana and seven fire-
arms, indicating the pres-
ence of illegal activities.

Deputies also apprehend-
ed two wanted juveniles 
from North Dakota after a 
pursuit involving a stolen 
vehicle. This incident un-
derscored the department’s 
role in addressing crimes 
that cross state lines and 
impact the safety of the 
community.

Deputies actively inves-
tigated various cases, in-
cluding instances of child 
exploitation. Recogniz-
ing the evolving nature of 
criminal activity, the de-

The Nebraska Department of Environment and Ener-
gy (NDEE) has released a report following the comple-
tion of the Nebraska Nitrate in Drinking Water Study.

Funding for the study came from the passage of LB 
814 during the 2023 legislative session, at the request of 
Gov. Jim Pillen. The goal of this study was to provide an 
analysis and recommend viable solutions for nitrate-af-
fected drinking water, including private domestic wells, 
which are not regulated by the Safe Drinking Water Act 
(SDWA). This study focuses on nitrate in groundwater 
being used for drinking water.

The study includes nitrate sampling data from pub-
lic water systems, the Nebraska Groundwater Clear-
inghouse, and from private domestic well owners who 
agreed to participate in the agency’s free sampling effort 
that began in November 2023 and ran through March 1, 
2024. Nearly 3,500 test kits were returned for analysis 
and inclusion in the study, making this the largest private 
domestic well nitrate sampling effort in state history.

In addition to the final report, NDEE developed tools 
and resources related to the study, including:

• A Geographic Information System (GIS) predictive 
nitrate groundwater concentration model

• An interactive, web-based GIS tool for NDEE and 
resource partners to assess nitrate risk for private do-
mestic wells

• A nitrate outreach toolbox and guidance documents
• Additional private domestic well nitrate data from 

the 2023-2024 free sampling effort
• A public water system assistance ranking system to 

target outreach and funding
• Nitrate summary reports available to community wa-

ter systems to show trends in their source water
“There are many partners around the state who are 

working on solutions to nitrate in groundwater,” NDEE 
Interim Director Kara Valentine said. “This study helps 
provide a clear picture of the state’s current nitrate sta-
tus. We thank our partners for their contributions to this 
study and will continue to work with researchers, indus-
tries and communities to improve water quality.”

Page 2 of 2
The final report and other useful documents and links 

are available on the NDEE website here: https://dee.ne-
braska.gov/water/nitrate-drinking-water-study.

NDEE is working to get the 2023-2024 Free Nitrate 
Sampling data uploaded to the Nebraska Groundwater 
Clearinghouse. The Nebraska Groundwater Clearing-
house is located here: https://clearinghouse.nebraska.
gov/Clearinghouse.aspx.

partment continues to ex-
pand its capabilities.

These efforts allow the 
Sheriff’s Office to proac-
tively prevent crime and 
effectively investigate 
those crimes that do occur.

Deputies understand that 
crime is an ongoing con-
cern and are committed 
to maintaining a constant 
presence throughout the 
county. They patrol every 
area, and town in the Coun-
ty multiple times a day and 
night, operating 24/7 to de-
ter criminal activity. This 
around-the-clock vigilance 
sends a clear message: 
Richardson County is not a 
haven for criminals.

The Richardson County 
Sheriff’s Office’s unwav-
ering dedication to proac-
tive law enforcement has 
yielded tangible results 
in the fight against drug 
crimes and other criminal 
activities. Their collabo-
rative approach, continu-
ous training, and relentless 
pursuit of criminals ensure 
that the county remains a 
safe and secure place for 
its residents.

2024 Stats:
Calls for Service (includ-

ing traffic stops): 7,190
Total Traffic Stops: 4,281
Search Warrants: 50 (25 

residential
Total Jail Bookings: 567
• RCSO: 472
• Other Agencies: 72
• Out of County Holds: 

23

Calls For Service includ-
ing TS 2020 to 2024 (33, 
419)

2020: 4,079

2021: 6,931
2022: 7,293
2023: 7,926
2024: 7,190

Jail Bookings Total 2020 
to 2024 (2,860)

2020: 470
2021: 583
2022: 664
2023: 576
2024: 567

Traffic Stop Statistics for 
2020 to 2024 (18,445)

2020: 1,554
2021: 3,484
2022: 3,958
2023: 5,156
2024: 4,281

Jail Bookings by RCSO 
2020 to 2024 (2,302)

2020: 297
2021: 466
2022: 567
2023: 500
2024: 472

Search Warrant Statistic 
for 2020 to 2024

Residential Search War-
rants (80 Total)

2020: 14
2021: 16
2022: 14
2023: 11
2024: 25

Total Search Warrants 
(220 Total) (Electronic 
Devices, Residences, Ve-
hicles, Social Media, etc.)

2020: 14 (Residential 
was the only statistic kept 
for 2020)

2021: 50
2022: 81
2023: 25
2024: 50

NDEE releases report 
on statewide Nitrate in 
Drinking Water Study

December 20, 2024
   Jamie Vaughan, 48, of Humboldt, NE. Was arrested on 
a Richardson County Probation Sanction.
  Dustin Bernard, 38, of Falls City, NE. Was arrested 
for Possession of a Controlled Substance, Delivery of 
Methamphetamine Within 1,000 Feet of a Playground, 
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia, Conspiracy to Dis-
tribute Methamphetamine.
  Bryson Schlicker, 19, of Reserve, KS. Was arrested on 
a Richardson County Warrant for Fines and Costs.

December 22, 2024
   Ariel Mendoza-Colindres, 24, of Houston, TX. Was 
arrested for Driving Under the Influence of Drugs, Pos-
session of Drug Paraphernalia and Refusal to Submit 
Breath/Chemical Test.

December 23, 2024
   Tashon Taylor, 34, of Omaha, NE. Was arrested for 
Non-Resident Violate Suspension Order.
   John Fidone, 38, of Omaha, NE. Was arrested for 
Driving Under Suspension.

December 24, 2024
   Jaiondrick Lovely, 26, of Sioux City, IA. Was arrested 
for Non-Resident Driving Under Suspension.

December 31, 2024
  Angela Lees, 61, of Stella, NE. Was arrested for Pos-
session of Controlled Substance, Possession of Drug 
Paraphernalia and Maintaining a Drug House.
   Bradley Spunaugle, 51, of Oklahoma City, OK. Was 
arrested for Delivery of a Controlled Substance Near 
a Playground, Possession of Marijuana More than one 
ounce Less than a lb., Possession of a Legend Drug and 
Possession of Drug Paraphernalia.
  Stacey Lees, 58, of Stella, NE. Was arrested for Pos-
session of a Controlled Substance, Maintaining a Drug 
House and Possession of Drug Paraphernalia.

January 2, 2025
  Emily Avant, 28, of Omaha, NE. Was arrested on a 
Richardson County Warrant for No Operators License, 
Possession of Marijuana Less than one ounce and 
Speeding.

January 3, 2025
  Chance Dunback, 31, of Salem, NE. Was arrested for 
Delivery of Methamphetamine Within 1000 Feet of a 
Playground and Conspiracy to Distribute Methamphet-
amine.
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The Sacred Heart Lady 
Irish had been on cruise 
control since a 49-51 set-
back to Tri County back 
on December 17. The Irish 
had rattled off ten consec-
utive wins before falling 
to Johnson-Brock, 36-42, 
in the “A” division finals 
at the 96th Annual MUDE-
CAS Basketball tourney in 
Beatrice.

The Irish led early on Fri-
day night in Beatrice, tak-
ing an 11-7 advantage over 
the No. 5 team in Class C2. 
The Eagles turned up the 
pressure and fought back 
to take the lead heading 
into the locker rooms, 22-
17.

Johnson-Brock con-
trolled the third out of the 
break, racing to a 29-17 
lead, but SH continued to 
battle. A strong flourish 
by the Lady Irish cut the 
lead to 29-25, but the Ea-
gles added a late bucket to 
push their advantage back 
to six, 31-25, heading into 
the fourth.

An Irish steal and bucket 
by Jentry Lechtenberg cut 
the lead to two at 31-29, 
but SH couldn’t quite get 
over the hump. The Eagles 
rebuilt their advantage to 
six, but a three from the 
left wing by Avery San-
to cut the deficit in half 
with 2:15 to play. Hallie 
Jones hit two clutch free 
throws with 1:39 to go to 
make it 36-35, but a deep 
three by Johnson-Brock’s 
Daley Pelican put the Ea-
gles back in front 39-35 
with just over a minute to 
play. SH had opportunities 
down the stretch as John-
son-Brock combined to go 
just 3/8 from the foul line 
in the final twenty-five 
seconds.

Lechtenberg led SH with 
17 points and seven re-
bounds. The Irish outshot 
J-B, 36% to 30%, but the 
Eagles went 14/25 from 
the foul line, while SH 
was 7/10. SH outrebound-
ed the Eagles 24-19 but 
turned the ball over 22 
times while forcing just 
12.

Scoring for SH: Santo 
9, Witt 4, Lechtenberg 17, 
Jones 6.

Scoring for J-B: Beh-
rends 9, Pelican 10, K. 
Vice 6, Buchmeier 9, C. 

Lady Irish fall in MUDECAS final
Vice 2, Ottemann 6.

To get to the final on 
Friday, SH had to get past 
Class C2 No. 8 Freeman 
on Thursday. Sacred Heart 
led the Falcons after one 
period 10-4, but Freeman 
wasn’t giving up quite that 
easily. Freeman battled 
back to cut the Irish lead to 
19-16 at the break. Neither 
team caught fire after inter-
mission. Sacred Heart saw 
their lead trimmed to 22-20 
heading into the fourth and 
held on for the 30-28 win.

The Irish defense was 
tough, forcing Freeman to 
shoot just 10/41. Howev-
er, SH struggled as well, 
finishing the game at just 
21% from the floor. Free 
throws sealed the win for 
the Lady Irish, as they 
converted 14/26 attempts, 
compared to Freeman’s 
3/9 effort.

Scoring for SH: Santo 
4, Westengaard 2, Witt 7, 
Lechtenberg 14, Jones 3.

Scoring for Freeman: 
Veerhusen 3, Johansen 4, 

Wallman 2, Rinne 2, Pella 
3, Mahler 14.

The Irish struggled with 
Exeter-Milligan-Friend in 
Monday’s opening round 
of the tourney. The game 
was tied at 10-10 after 
one, but SH got a little 
breathing and headed into 
halftime with a 29-20 lead. 
E-M-F outscored the Lady 
Irish 19-18 in the final two 
periods, but the Irish held 
on for the 47-39 win.

The Irish shot 46% from 
the floor and held a 25-23 

rebound edge, but they 
turned the ball over 15 
times, which was costly.

Scoring for SH: Santo 
2, Crouse 5, Witt 13, Re-
schke 1, Lechtenberg 18, 
Jones 8.

Scoring for E-M-F: 
Schluter 7, Bartley 4, Tut-
tle 3, Oldehoeft 7, Tuttle 
6, Meints 12.

The 13-2 Irish will host 
1-12 Auburn on Tues-
day and will hit the road 
on Friday to face the 4-8 
Pawnee City Indians.

The Falls City Lady 
Tiger basketball team 
scored its third win in 
four games when they 
won two of three in the 
93rd Annual Fairfax Bas-
ketball Tourney. Along 
the way, legendary Tiger 
coach Don Hogue picked 
up his 300th career win 
on the hardwood.

FC dropped the first 
game of the tourney on 
Tuesday, falling to East 
Atchison 28-38. The Ti-
gers were in the contest 
throughout, trailing 7-9 
after one, 12-14 at half-
time and 22-25 heading 
into the fourth.

Turnovers proved costly 
as FC committed 19 and 
forced nine in the ten-
point loss.

Izzy Armbruster led FC 
with nine points and nine 
rebounds.

Scoring for FC: Ander-
son 3, Titus 3, Dunkhas 3, 
Armbruster 9, Godemann 
3, Kirkendall 7.

On Wednesday, Coach 
Hogue secured his 300th 
win when his Lady Ti-
gers defeated South Holt, 
35-18. FC used a strong 
first and fourth period to 
secure the win. The Ti-
gers led 10-3 after one 
and 17-8 heading into 
the break. FC continued 
to lead 23-13 after three 
and outscored South Holt 
12-5 down the stretch for 
the win. FC went 14/63 
from the field, while 
South Holt was just 7/34. 
Delaney Godemann went 
5/15 for a team-high ten 
points.

Scoring for FC: Ander-
son 4, Titus 4, Dunkhas 3, 
Armbruster 6, Godemann 
10, Kirkendall 8.

On Friday, FC defeated 
St. Joseph Christian to 
improve to 5-9. The Ti-
gers’ defense was relent-
less in the 27-13 win.

The teams were cold 
early, with the first peri-
od ending in a 0-0 tie. It 
moved to 7-7 at halftime, 
then FC outscored the 
Lions 20-6 in the sec-
ond half to earn the win. 
FC forced 32 turnovers 
and had an 11-3 edge on 
points off of turnovers.

Dunkhas and Armbrust-
er each had eight points 
and Anderson added sev-
en rebounds and three as-
sists.

Scoring for FC: Ander-
son 5, Titus 3, Dunkhas 8, 
Armbruster 8, Godemann 
3.

The Lady Tigers trav-
el to Nebraska City to 
face the 5-8 Pioneers on 
Thursday. FC will host 
8-5 JCC on Saturday and 
1-12 Auburn on Tuesday, 
January 28.

Lady 
Tigers are 

warming up

The HTRS Lady Titans 
dropped two straight 
games at the MUDE-
CAS Basketball Tourney 
in Beatrice last week. 
First, HTRS fell to Class 
C2 No. 5 Johnson-Brock 
35-69 on Monday and 
then to Tri County 32-38 
on Friday.

Against the Eagles on 
Monday, HTRS shot 
24% from the field, go-
ing 10/41. Lillian Bow-
en led HTRS with 16 
points, while Elie Bstan-
dig added ten rebounds. 
The loss ended a five-
game winning streak for 
the Lady Titans.

Lady Titans draw tough 
seed at MUDECAS

(Continued on Page 12)

Lady Irish are the A Division runner-up at the MUDECAS basketball tournament in Beatrice
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Jim Davis, 68, of White 
Cloud, passed away 
peacefully on January 
13, 2025 at home in his 
recliner. He was born De-
cember 14, 1956 to Billy 
and Phyllis (Keller) Davis 
in Falls City, NE. He was 
proud member of Iowa 
Tribe of Kansas and Ne-
braska. He 
was a 1975 
graduate of 
H i a w a t h a 
H i g h 
S c h o o l . 
After high 
school, he 
pursued an 
Auto Body 
certification 
in Hastings, 
NE.

Jim was 
married to 
his love and 
best friend, 
Wanda (Robertson) on 
October 11, 1981; they 
were married 43 years. 
Jim was a hard worker his 
entire life. He worked in 
the construction industry 
for nearly all his life. He 
worked several years for 
Babcock Sales and later 
for Jade Millwrights.  He 
found his true calling at 
Local Union 441 Plumb-
ers and Pipefitters where 
he worked up until re-
tirement. Jim enjoyed the 
work and brotherhood 
of the Union. He then 
slowed down his pace 
and worked at Hiawatha 
Elementary School as the 
janitor. He truly enjoyed 
seeing the kids each day 
and helping out the staff. 

In his spare time, you 
could find him in his shed 
where enjoyed working 
on his 1963 Chevy Im-
pala, his first car. He also 
loved fishing, traveling 
and being the best “Pa” to 
his eight grandkids.

Jim is survived by his 
wife, Wanda of White 
Cloud, Jason of Tampa, 
FL (Stephanie of White 
Cloud), Jennifer (Kirk) 
Miller of Topeka and 
Cheyenne (Brandon) 
Colborn of White Cloud, 
grandchildren Kailey, 
Christian, Gray, McKen-

zy, Jax, 
Letty, Sa-
brina and 
Sway. He 
is survived 
by broth-
ers: Bob 
( C a t h y ) 
D a v i s , 
K e n n y 
D a v i s ; 
a sister, 
Lynn (JR) 
S c o t t ; 
and many 
n i e c e s , 
nephews, 

aunts, uncle and other 
family and friends. 

Jim is preceded in death 
by his beloved parents 
and a brother Tom. 

A Celebration of Jim’s 
life was planned for 10:30 
a.m. Saturday, January 
18, at Chapel Oaks Fu-
neral Home in Hiawatha.  
Tony French officiated.

Friends could sign the 
register book Thursday 
until 4:30 p.m. and after 
9 a.m. Friday.  The fam-
ily received friends at the 
funeral home from 6 until 
7:30 Friday evening.

Memorial contributions 
are suggested to the Jim 
Davis Memorial Fund 
sent in care of the funer-
al home, 124 S 7th St., 
66434.

For anyone attending 
services, please dress 
causally. Jim was always 
in his blue jeans. 

www.chapeloaksfuner-
alhome.com

Deborah Lynn (Dean) 
Holloway, 68, of Falls 
City, Nebraska, died un-
expectedly January 6, 
2025.

She was born Septem-
ber 2, 1956, at Indio, 
C a l i f o r n i a , 
the oldest of 
three children 
of Orville 
and Chris-
tine Housley 
Dean.  The 
family moved 
to St. Joseph, 
M i s s o u r i 
until 1962 
when they 
returned to 
California for 
a short time. 
The family 
returned to the Hiawatha 
community to live in 1963 
where she grew up and at-
tended schools.  

Debbie, as she was 
known by, served as Cub 
Master Pack 117 since the 
Pack’s beginning in 1987.  
She was very proud to 
have been chosen chair-
man for the activities and 
civil service committee 
in the Kanza District in 
1990, which served NE 
Kansas.  While being in-
volved in Scouting, she re-
ceived several awards she 
received several awards.

She placed many foreign 
exchange students around 
the NE Kansas area.

Debbie was a member 
AYA (Academic Year in 
America) in the northeast 

Kansas area.
Debbie was secretary 

and co-owner of Suther-
land Printing on main 
street Hiawatha prior 
working as a certified 
nurse aide at the Brown 

County Infir-
mary, lat-
er Maple 
H e i g h t s 
N u r s i n g 
Home, both 
of Hiawatha.  
Debbie lat-
er attended 
classes to be-
come a certi-
fied medical 
aide.

S u r v i v o r s 
include her 
Father Or-

ville L Dean; her children:  
Shawn M. McQueen, 
Brandon E. McQueen 
(Desiree), and Tiffany N. 
Boyce (Jason); her broth-
ers:  Terry Dean, Jerry 
Dean (Jerry), and many 
grandchildren.

She was preceded in 
death by her mother 
Christine Dean, and her 
uncle Wilbur Dean.

Services pending at Cha-
ple Oaks Funeral Home, 
Hiawatha.

Memorial contributions 
are suggested to Debbie 
Dean Memorial Fund, 
send in care of the Chapel 
Oaks Funeral Home, 124 
South Seventh Street, Hi-
awatha 66434.

www.chapeloaksfuner-
alhome.com

Gary Lou Wittwer, 88, of 
Salem, Nebraska was born 
on October 2, 1936, in Sa-
lem, Nebraska to James 
and Grace (Windle) Wit-
twer.  He was raised with 
his family in Salem where 
he began his schooling.  
After the passing of his fa-
ther, Gary attended Boys 
Town High School in 
Omaha, Nebraska where 
he graduated with the 
class of 1954.  On June 
13, 1956, Gary entered 

active-duty status in 
the Unit-
ed States 
Air Force 

in Omaha, 
Nebraska and 

served his country 
until his honorable dis-
charge from Barksdale Air 
Force Base in Louisiana 
on June 12, 1960.
Gary was united in 

marriage to Mary Ellen 
Kaufman and to this union 
five children, Tammie, 
James, Cheri, Thomas, 
and Gary L. were born.  
After the passing of Mary, 
Gary was united in mar-
riage in Omaha, Nebraska 
to Andrea “Ann” Lucas in 
1989.  To this union two 
children, David and Alex-
is were raised.  Gary was a 
life long on the road truck-
er.  He began his career 
driving truck for Ed Wick-
ham in Salem.  In 1971, 
Gary started driving truck 
for Universe Truck Line in 
Omaha and dedicated his 
career for 40 years until 
retiring.  After retiring, he 
stayed busy working out-
side, mowing his yard and 
helping care for area cem-
eteries. 
Gary passed away on Sat-

urday, January 11, 2025, 
at the Bryan LGH Medi-
cal Cener West in Lincoln, 
Nebraska having reached 
the earthly age of eighty-

eight years, three months, 
and nine days.  
He was preceded in death 

by his parents; son Thom-
as Wittwer, brothers: Fred-
erick, Jack, Richard, Da-
vid, and an infant brother 
Robert, twin sister Mary 
Eoff, his sister Janice 
Kirkendall, and an infant 
sister Janet, and brothers-
in-law Jim Frey and Ed-
ward Weir.
Gary is survived by his 

loving wife Ann Wittwer 
of Salem, children: Tam-
mie Gillespie and husband 
Charles of Council Bluffs, 
IA; James “Jim” Wittwer 
and wife Sue of Council 
Bluffs, IA; Cheri Ander-
sen and husband Scott of 
Portland, OR; Gary L. 
Wittwer and wife Tammy 
of Columbus, NE; David 
Wittwer of Salem, Alex-
is Wittwer of Salem, 12 
grandchildren, numerous 
great-grandchildren, sis-
ters: Pat Weir of Bakers-
field, CA; Kay Frey of Sa-
betha, KS; brother-in-law 
Randy Kirkendall of Falls 
City, and many other niec-
es, nephews, relatives and 
friends.
Memorial Services will 

be held at a later date at 
the Four-Mile Congre-
gational Church in rural 
Humboldt, Nebraska with 
Pastor Howard Blecha of-
ficiating.  Inurnment will 
follow services at the Ma-
ple Cemetery in Salem, 
Nebraska with full mili-
tary honors conducted.
Memorial contributions 

may be given to the fam-
ily’s choice with a later 
designation.
Condolences can be 

shared online at www.hall-
funeral.net
Services entrusted to Hall 

Funeral Home-2403 Har-
lan Street-Falls City, NE 
68355 (402) 245-3131

John Price, 85, of Rulo, 
NE, passed away January 
15, 2025 at Rulo. He was 
born September 8, 1939 
at Wrightsville, GA to 
Marcus David and Lillie 
Mae (Temple) Price.

John was 
drafted into 
the U. S. 

Army on Au-
gust 9, 1957 at 

Atlanta, GA. He was 
honorably discharged on 
October 7, 1957 at Ft. 
Benning, GA.
He married Dorothy 

Goltz on October 27, 
1963 at Falls City.
John was raised in 

Johson County, Georgia 
and he worked for a pro-
pane company before be-
ing drafted. When he was 
discharged, he worked as 
a meat cutter for a gro-
cery store before moving 
to Lincoln, NE in 1962 
where he became em-
ployed at Capital Bridge. 
When married the couple 
lived various places due 
to his work. He eventu-
ally became employed at 
Judds Brothers and erect-
ed steel buildings and 
after that he worked for 

Karr Construction. Later 
he and his brother, Albert, 
started Price Enterprises 
and did general contract-
ing in the construction 
business. In 1995 he built 
J. P.’s Butcher Block and 
retired in 2017.
John is survived by his 

wife Dorothy of Rulo, 
children, Jan Price of Falls 
City, John Wayne Price, 
Jr. and his wife Heidi of 
Pickrell, NE, brothers, 
James and his wife Linda 
of Irwinton, GA, Tillman 
and his wife Judy, seven 
grandchildren and two 
great-grandchildren. 
He was preceded in 

death by his parents, 
brothers, Albert, Marcus, 
Jr. and Kenyon, sisters, 
Mary Martin and Betty 
Sue Herrington.
John has chosen to do-

nate his body to the Ne-
braska Anatomical Board. 
A memorial service will 
be held at a later date.
A registration book is 

available to sign and 
cards may be left at Dorr 
and Clark Funeral Home 
during regular business 
hours.

Rodney L. Kuhlmann. 
May 19, 1948; January 14, 
2025

Rodney was born and 
raised in 
Humboldt , 
N e b r a s -

ka. In 1969, 
he joined the 

U.S. Air Force, where 
he served for six and a half 
years. He spent 31 years 
as an electronic techni-
cian and training instruc-
tor at the OPPD Ft. Cal-
houn nuclear power plant. 
He loved traveling, doing 
woodworking projects, 

and most of all, spend-
ing time with his kids and 
grandkids. 

He is survived by his 
wife, Susan; four daugh-
ters; 10 grandchildren; and 
brother, Kevin. 

A Celebration of Life was 
held Tuesday, January 21, 
2025, at 2:00 pm at Forest 
Lawn Funeral Home, 7909 
Mormon Bridge Rd, Oma-
ha, NE. 

In lieu of flowers, memo-
rials may be sent to OTOC 
or Holy Name St. Vincent 
de Paul Society. 

Lance Foster, 64, of 
White Cloud, KS, passed 
away January 12, 2025 at 
White Cloud. He was born 
June 2, 1960 at Whittier, 
CA to Gary and Rita (Pip-
pin) Foster.
He married Lisa Nelmida 

in 2002 at Anchorage, AK.
Lance was raised at Hel-

ena, MT and graduated 
from Helena High School 
in 1978. He attended the 
Institute of American In-
dians Art and later earned 
a bachelor degree from 
University of Montana at 
Missoula. Later he earned 
Master’s Degrees in Ar-
cheology and Anthro-
pology as well as Land-
scape Archetectur from 
Iowa State University. He 
worked for the National 
Forest Service in Montana, 
The National Park Service 
in Sante Fe, NM and was 
the Director of Native 
Rights in Honolulu, HI. In 

2013 they moved to White 
Cloud where he became 
the Tribal Historic Preser-
vation Officer for the Iowa 
Tribe of Kansas and Ne-
braska. He was also vice 
chair of the tribal council 
for one term. He was bap-
tized Catholic and was a 
member of the Iowa Tribe 
of Kansas and Nebraska.
Lance is survived by his 

wife, Lisa of White Cloud, 
brothers, Bryan of Port 
Angeles, WA, Garth and 
his wife Gloria of Hele-
na, sisters, Amber Ireland 
and her husband Scott of 
Helena, Brandi Brockbank 
and her husband Kevin of 
Spokane, WA, nephews 
and niece, Dempsey, Lily 
and Eamonn. 
He was preceded in death 

by his parents.
Mr. Foster has been cre-

mated and no services will 
be held at this time.

Deborah HollowayGary Wittwer

John Price

www.fcjournal.net • Check online for late 
obituaries that didn’t make the print edition

Lance Foster
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Jim Davis

Rodney Kuhlmann

Thank you to Thank you to 
everyone who helped everyone who helped 

make our 50th make our 50th 
wedding anniversary wedding anniversary 

special by sending special by sending 
a card or offering a card or offering 
warm wishes in warm wishes in 

person. Also thanks person. Also thanks 
to our children andto our children and
 grandchildren for  grandchildren for 

the nice dinner, cake the nice dinner, cake 
and arranging our and arranging our 

celebration.celebration.
John and Rita SeebaJohn and Rita Seeba

The HTRS Titans im-
proved to 8-5 after going 
2-1 at the 2025 MUDE-
CAS Basketball Tourna-
ment in Beatrice last week. 
The No. 3 seed in the “B” 
division defeated Sterling 
in the first round 51-37. 
The Titans went 24/52 
from the field, secured 30 
rebounds, dished out 17 
assists and had 11 turn-
overs. Emmett Glathar 
led the Titans with 21 
points on 10/16 shooting. 
Brogan Dunlap added 11 
points, seven boards and 
six assists.

Scoring for HTRS: Dun-
lap 11, Vaughan 6, Dett-
mann 9, Glathar 21, Boh-
ling 4.

In round two, HTRS got 
past Diller-Odell 40-33 
to gain a spot in the title 
game. The Titans went 
17/53 from the floor, 
grabbed 34 rebounds, had 
ten assists and finished 
with eight steals. Hunter 
Bohling led the offense 
with 11 points and 11 re-
bounds. Glathar added 
seven points and eight 
boards.

Scoring for HTRS: Koch 
2, Dunlap 8, Vaughan 4, 
Dettmann 5, D. Bohling 3, 
Glathar 7, Bohling 11.

On Saturday, HTRS 
faced Falls City Sacred 
Heart in the “B” division 
title game at the Beatrice 
Auditorium. SH edged the 
Titans, 31-22, to win the 
contest. For championship 
game coverage, see Irish 
story.

The 8-5 Titans hosted 
6-3 Pawnee City on Tues-
day and played at JCC on 
Thursday, January 23 and 
Parkview Christian on Fri-
day, January 24.

Titans make run at 
MUDECAS title
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The Falls City Wrestling 
Club kept busy over the hol-
idays. Participating at multi-
ple tournaments and hosting 
a home dual. 

Trojan Wrestling Club 
Tournament in Springfield, 
NE on Sunday, December 
22. Braxtyn Bauman placed 
first with two pins and a 
2-0 record. Randy Wilson 
Novice/Girls Tournament 
in Lathrop, MO on Satur-
day, December 28. Bowen 
Gerdes placed third with a  
1-2 record.

Conestoga Wrestling Club 
Invite in Conestoga, NE on 
Sunday, December 29. Bar-
rett Johansen placed first 
with two pins and a 3-0 re-
cord.

Holiday Dual with Sabe-
tha and Seneca at Falls City 
High School on Monday, 
December 30. There were 
101 total wrestlers and 60 
matches.

NEUSA Eastern Districts 
5-8 Boys Duals in Omaha, 
on Thursday, January 9.

Brantly Sells and Braxtyn 
Bauman competed with the 
District 6 Dual Team. The 
team finished second. Sells 
landed three pins through-

Leo Rue Barrett Johansen Braxtyn Bauman

Falls City Wrestling Club Tournament Results
out the night.

Waverly Wrestling Tour-
nament at Waverly on Sun-
day, January 12.

Leo Rue placed first with 
three pins and a 3-0 record.

Nash Vollan and Nolan 

Nicholson placed second. 
Huxlee Carroll, Axton Do-

nahoo and Barrett Johansen 
placed third. 

Kenton Cochran and 
Gavin Dean placed fourth.

The Lady Tigers hit the mats Thursday 
evening in Falls City against Maryville, 
MO, defeating the Spoofhouds 18-6. Gabi 
Young picked up the Tiger’s only win on 
the mats with a pin of Avery Berry at 3:44. 
Taytum Maddox and Paige Young each 
won by forfeit, while Kenley Alexander 
lost by pin to Arryonna Bartlett at 1:06.

Saturday, Falls City participated in the 
Rumble in River Country in Nebraska 
City. The Lady Tigers scored 43 points to 
place tenth. Yutan won the meet with 150 
points, Nebraska City scored 127 for the 
silver and Auburn finished with 120 for 

third.
Paige Young improved to 17-10 with a 

third-place finish on Saturday. Young went 
3-1 for the day, including a 13-5 major de-
cision win over Adi Bittner of Nebraska 
City in the third-place match.

At 155, Taytum Maddox also improved 
to 17-10 and brought home a third-place 
medal. Maddox went 4-1 for the day, pin-
ning JennRae Hallsted of Seward at 1:56 
for her third-place medal.

At 125, Kenley Alexander went 1-2; at 
145, Gabi Young went 2-2 and earned a 
fourth-place finish.

Lady Tigers defeat Maryville

Saturday evening, a pair 
of familiar teams faced off 
for the “B” title at the MU-
DECAS Tournament at the 
Beatrice Auditorium.

HTRS opened the game 
with a four-point lead be-
hind Brogan Dunlap and 
Brennan Vaughan buckets. 
SH finally got on the board 
at the 3:53 mark with a free 
throw from Cole Taft, but 
HTRS claimed a 10-4 lead 
at the end of the first.

Irish guard Bo Fletcher 
took over in the second pe-
riod, hitting two treys, as he 
led the Irish to a 15-14 lead 
at the break.

After intermission, both 
teams struggled to put 
points on the board. With 
the Irish leading by three, 
Emmett Glathar sank a 
pair at the foul line to make 
it 19-18 with just over a 
minute to play in the third. 
However, thirty seconds 
later, Hayden Clow sank a 
long three to push the Irish 

Irish and Titans tussle for title at MUDECAS

In boys wrestling on 
Thursday night, Falls City 
swept both contests in a tri-
angular versus Maryville, 
MO and Sabetha, KS. The 
Tigers defeated Maryville 
61-18 and Sabetha 42-35.

Against Maryville, FC 
only dropped three match-
es, winning easily by 43 
points. Zane Elms won by 
forfeit at 138 to open the 
night. At 144, Orion Cat-
trell defeated Bryce Ben-
nett by a major decision, 
11-3. At 150, Caden Col-
lier pinned Brody Davis at 
1:45 for the win. Robert 
Gilkerson won by forfeit 
at 157, and at 165, Mason 
Collier won a 13-0 major 
decision over Kendrick 
Watkins. At 175, Blake-
ly Sells pinned Xander 
Brown at :51. Ashton Mar-
tin got an unopposed win 
at 190 and Chase Simpson 
won a 15-0 tech fall at 2:00 
over Kade Watkins. Caleb 
Zimmerman got a forfeit 
win at 285, as did Dayton 
Snethen at 106. At 113, 
Bailey Thimmes fell to 
Dayn Henderson by fall at 
2:38. Cade Caudle picked 
up a pin at 126 pounds 
at 1:04 and at 132, Caleb 
Kaiser fell to Landon A at 
3:09 by fall.

In the next round of the 
night, FC downed Sabe-
tha 42-35. At 150, Collier 
lost by fall to Kayl Murray 
at :23. Gilkerson moved 
quickly for the win at 157, 

to their most significant 
lead of the game, 22-18, 
heading into the final peri-
od.

With just over five min-
utes to play, Dunlap hit a 
driving bucket, the first 
field goal of the second half 
for HTRS, to make it 22-
20. Cooper Knobbe hit a 
baseline jumper to push the 
SH advantage back to four. 
Glathar scored in the lane 
moments later to cut the 
lead to 24-22, but it would 
prove to be the game’s final 
points for HTRS. The Irish 
closed the game on a 7-0 
run to seal the champion-
ship with a 31-22 win.

SH got 26% from the 
floor, while HTRS strug-
gled at 16%, including 
an 0/12 effort from deep. 
HTRS went 6/7 from the 
foul line, while SH made 
3/12 attempts.

Fletcher led SH with 
14 points, nine rebounds 
and six steals. Glathar led 

HTRS with eight points on 
3/12 shooting.

Scoring for SH: Taft 3, 
Fletcher 14, Clow 6, Baxter 
5, Wilcox 1, Knobbe 2.

Scoring for HTRS: Koch 
2, Dunlap 4, Vaughan 6, 
Glathar 8, Bohling 2.

The win improved Sacred 
Heart to 7-6, while HTRS 
fell to 8-5.

The Irish advanced to the 
championship by defeating 
Palmyra 53-41 on Friday 
night. After the first period, 
the Irish took a 15-11 lead 
and extended it to 25-13 
by halftime. The two teams 
were even in the final 16 
minutes, with each scoring 
28 points after intermis-
sion.

The Irish shot 48% from 
the floor on Friday, includ-
ing a 5/14 effort from be-
yond the arc, while holding 
the Panthers to 28% shoot-
ing (16/57). The Irish held 
a 27-18 rebound edge, in-
cluding an 8-4 advantage 

on the offensive glass.
Fletcher led SH with 21 

points, seven rebounds and 
four steals. Taft added 20 
points on 7/15 shooting.

Scoring for SH: Taft 20, 
Fletcher 21, Lemerond 10, 
Knobbe 2.

Scoring for Palmyra: 
Martin 16, Kosch 3, Pe-
terson 2, Boyle 10, Kasse-
baum 2, Hippen 8.

 The top-seeded Irish de-
feated the No. 8 seed Me-
ridian 54-29 on Tuesday 
night at Beatrice Middle 
School to open the 2025 
MUDECAS Tournament.

The Irish will host the 
Auburn Bulldogs on Tues-
day night at the RAC and 
play at 7-3 Pawnee City on 
Friday, January 24.

Tiger sweep home triangular
pinning Curtis Fitzgerald 
at 1:35. Mason Collier 
won by fall over Brandon 
Hundley at 1:15 and Sells 
pinned Derek Wahwasuck 
at 1:59. At 190, Martin 
dropped a major deci-
sion, 12-4. Simpson and 
Zimmerman each won by 
forfeit. Snethen lost by 
a 15-9 decision to Brax-
ton Pyle and Coonce lost 
by fall at :32 to Korbyn 
Stinnett. At 120 pounds, 
Thimmes rebounded with 
a pin of Jackson Jacobs at 
1:40. Caudle lost by fall 
to Lincoln Menold at 3:09 
and Kaiser also lost by pin 
at :53 to Issac Wikle. Zane 
Elms came through with 
a pin at the four-minute 
mark to win against Bull-
vai Wilson. In the final 
match of the evening, Ca-
leb Renyer won an 18-10 
major decision over Cat-
trell.

On Friday, FC placed 
second at the Weeping 
Water Invite with 151.5 
points. Raymond Central 
took home the team title 
with 196.5 points.

Robert Gilkerson, 3-0, 
improved to 22-2 for the 
year and placed first. At 
175, Blakely Sells went 
4-0 and won the gold. 
Bailey Thimmes went 2-1 
and placed second at 120 
pounds. Orion Cattrell im-
proved to 12-6 and placed 
second, Mason Collier 
went 2-1 and placed sec-

(Continued on Page 12)

2025 MUDECAS B-Division Champions
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By Kevin Warneke
Flatwater Free Press

Ernest Kobs knows his family history.
He knows his great-grandparents both em-

igrated from Germany, married in 1870 and, 
in 1874, bought and then worked a farm 
in northwest Douglas County. He knows 
they’re both buried on the land, but pin-
pointing exactly where is a bit fuzzy.

“He’s either buried on my great-grand-
mother’s left or to her right,” Ernest Kobs 
says of his great-grandfather. “We just don’t 
know which.”

While the land has changed hands several 
times, the family cemetery they established 
in 1879 remains. 

The Kobs family burial ground, now part 
of a nature preserve owned and operated by 
the University of Nebraska at Omaha, is one 
of hundreds of private cemeteries scattered 
throughout Nebraska. 

Some are active, others haven’t had a 
burial in decades. Some contain only a few 
graves, while others are home to more than 
100 headstones and markers.

They all have history, some of it docu-
mented with official state historical mark-
ers, yet many depend on local do-gooders 
and other low-key guardian angels to ensure 
their upkeep. 

People like Larry Carlson.
Carlson doubles as cemetery association 

president and caretaker – meaning he mows 
the grounds – at Farmers’ Valley Cemetery, 
which sits about 15 miles west of McCool 
Junction. His daughter serves as association 
secretary.

“It’s pride and duty both to care for this 
cemetery,” Carlson said. “It’s such a peace-
ful place in the middle of a section.”

Farmers’ Valley is an active cemetery with 
more than 100 graves, including those of 
Civil War veterans. Relatives from around 
the country converge there each Memorial 
Day for a potluck meal. Members of a local 
American Legion post place flags through-
out the cemetery and conduct a memorial 
service. 

The cemetery’s significance became 
evident a few years back when vandals 
damaged gravestones and a fence. Word 
spread and the association raised more than 
$50,000 for repairs, Carlson said. 

“We had people from all over the United 

States call us and help. We learned about 
people buried here that we didn’t even 
know about.”

The Kobs family also isn’t quite sure who 
all is buried in their cemetery. A state histor-
ical marker erected by the family in 2015 
states that as many as 25 Kobses are buried 
there. 

“Mom thinks it’s closer to 27 or 28,” says 
Ernest Kobs. Then, he admits he isn’t sure 
whether only members of the Kobs family 
are buried there. “The family had lots of 
hired hands. It’s likely some were buried 
there.”

Every county in Nebraska likely has a 
cemetery similar to the Kobs family cem-
etery, said Crystal Werger, director of the 
Dawson County Historical Society and Mu-
seum. “Probably more than one.”

These cemeteries are mostly rural and ei-
ther connected to a church, a community or 
a homesteading family, Werger said. Ne-
braska once was filled with rural churches. 
Most had cemeteries. 

“When populations shifted and congrega-
tions moved to town, parishioners still cared 
for the cemeteries,” she said.

The Kobs family’s final resting place is 
one of 65 cemeteries with an official state 
historical marker, according to Autumn 
Langemeier, the Nebraska State Historical 
Society’s historic marker programs coor-
dinator. Overall, there are more than 600 
markers across the state. 

Langemeier relies on reports from state 
roads workers, local law enforcement offi-
cers and tourists to alert her when historical 
markers start to show their age. The histori-
cal places they represent, however, typically 
fall outside the state’s purview, she said.

Kobs said he is comforted knowing that 
UNO’s Department of Biology will keep 
watch over the family cemetery long after 
he is buried there. 

UNO received a donated quarter section 
of land in 1959 and converted it to native 
prairie. After a housing development proj-
ect fell through 15 years ago, UNO started 
buying adjacent land, which included the 
cemetery, and expanded the preserve. 

Today, UNO uses Glacier Creek Preserve 
for research, teaching and community en-
gagement. 

When a spring storm blew through the 
area last year, it dropped tree limbs and 

damaged a fence and some gravestones. 
Preserve staff spent the summer clearing de-
bris and repairing damage, said Tom Bragg, 
a biology professor and preserve director. 
The repairs will continue this spring. 

“We feel a responsibility for the ceme-
tery,” Bragg said.

Aside from Farmers’ Valley Cemetery, 
Hamilton County contains 38 other ceme-
teries, the majority of which are rural, some 
with just a few gravestones and some on 
private land, said Tina Larson, executive di-
rector of the Plainsmen Museum and Ham-
ilton County Historical Society. The county 
is fortunate to have cemetery associations, 
community groups and a Veterans Service 
officer care for them, she said.

Larson said she always learns something 
when she walks a cemetery. “I look at the 
headstones – they’re a page from a history 
book.”

Dawson County has a remote cemetery of 
its own – one that didn’t have a champion 
and fell into disrepair. Enter John and Katie 
Kugler, whose only connection to the Rose-
hill Cemetery was driving by it each week 
on their way to Sunday worship services.

“We first noticed the wooden gate was 
falling down. We thought that needed to be 
fixed,” John Kugler said.

So, they installed a metal gate to keep the 
cattle out and started searching for a map 
of grave sites. No luck. The Kuglers started 
mowing the cemetery and uncovered grave-
stones – some short, others larger and sev-
eral that were knocked over. “We tried to set 
them up.”

The Kuglers located the original deed for 
the cemetery, located near what was once 
known as Buffalo Community.

“None of these people are around anymore 
and their families aren’t here either. That’s 
where we are right now,” John Kugler said.

Kugler said he and his wife have devel-
oped a personal interest in seeing Rosehill 
restored. A historical marker may someday 
be in order, he said. 

“My wife fell in love with this cemetery. 
She’s decided she wants to be buried at 
Rosehill. If she’s there, I’m there.”

The Flatwater Free Press is Nebraska’s 
first independent, nonprofit newsroom fo-
cused on investigations and feature stories 
that matter.

Hundreds of private burial sites dot Nebraska 
They rely on guardian angels to keep blight at bay
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Dr. McPeak recognized as 
2024 Optometrist of the Year

Falls City Journal • April 17, 2024
Dr. Eric McPeak, Hiawatha, was recognized as the 2024 Optometrist of the Year 

during Kansas Optometric Association’s (KOA) Convention and Seminar in Manhat-
tan, Kansas. This is the highest award an optometrist can receive from the KOA and 
is in recognition of personal sacrifices to advance the profession and the welfare of 
the public.

Volunteer Ambulance Squad turns 50
Falls City Journal • June 5, 2024

On May 16, 1974, the Falls City Journal announced the transition of the Falls City 
Volunteer Ambulance Squad from a part-time service to 24-hour coverage, following 
the closure of the Simmonds Ambulance Service. Howard Simmonds cited family 
and financial reasons for his decision. At that time, the squad had 18 volunteers, led 
by president Peter Beekman, emphasizing the necessity of continuous ambulance ser-
vice. One month later, volunteer Harold Prichard reported responding to approxi-
mately 20 calls weekly, utilizing a new plectron radio for dispatch. 
Today, the squad continues to play a vital role, averaging nearly 35 calls and 12 

transfers monthly. President Robert Olberding highlighted recent expansions, includ-
ing a new long-distance van for patient transfers. The squad operates three semi-in-
terchangeable units and has had to implement charges for specific calls due to rising 
costs, though community donations remain vital. Currently, there are 11 EMTs and 
four drivers, with an ongoing need for volunteers, especially as some members ap-
proach retirement. Interested individuals can join without prior experience, with a 
60-90 day training period provided. The squad also participates in community events 
like high school sports, fostering local engagement.

Humboldt Mayor resigns 
This comes after two other recent resignations alleging bullying from 

Council and broken state statutes
Falls City Journal • June 12, 2024

In a surprising announcement, Mayor Rhonda Dettmer resigned during a City Coun-
cil meeting, citing a lack of cooperation and respect from council members as her 
primary reasons. Initially enthusiastic about contributing to the community, Dettmer 
expressed frustration over the council’s refusal to work collaboratively on important 
issues and noted their disregard for the law, which she described as daily violations. 
The stress of ongoing harassment and bullying took a toll on her and her husband, 
leading to her immediate resignation.
In her statement, Dettmer reflected on her initial excitement in taking the role and 

her dismay over the council’s dysfunction, highlighting that important business was 
consistently ignored. Following her resignation, Council President Jan Wilhelm is 
set to assume the mayoral position, leaving another vacancy. Councilmember Vicky 
Lynch also resigned, stressing the divided council and the lack of effective gover-
nance. She criticized the council’s disregard for state laws and the misallocation of 
taxpayer money.
Amid these departures, concerns over city issues like the sewer plant and street 

maintenance persist. The remaining council members face the critical task of address-
ing the underlying issues that led to these resignations to ensure effective city admin-
istration moving forward.

The Quilted Truck: “Everyone that we’ve met is a 
piece, a functional

beautiful piece of this town, and all 
together it’s just this beautiful thing.”

Falls City Journal • June 19, 2024
On June 12, Falls City unveiled a new mural at 16th and Harlan Street, created 

by artists Sarah and Andrew McWilson. This artwork symbolizes community unity 
and creativity. The project emerged after a previous mural on the Chaney building 
garnered positive community response, leading to a collaboration with building own-
er Mitch Glaser and Chamber Director Amber Holle. The McWilsons, who refer to 
themselves as ‘Hand In Hand,’ draw inspiration from their love for public art, which 
they see as inclusive and reflective of shared experiences. 
Their mural, inspired by the concept of “quilted trucks” seen in the area, represents 

resilience and community. Andrew likened the metaphor of quilted trucks to life in 
Falls City, emphasizing that each person contributes uniquely to the town’s fabric. The 
artists captured local beauty and moments of everyday life, dedicating three weeks 
and 22 gallons of paint to their vision.
Community support was integral, with local businesses providing materials and ser-

vices. The mural, encapsulating local charm and connections, features poetic words 
from the McWilsons that enhance its significance. Holle and the community expressed 
gratitude for the artists’ contribution, highlighting the mural as a testament to the pow-
er of art in fostering relationships among residents.

Two-night Hot Air Balloon Festival pays 
off on Friday as storms move in Saturday

Falls City Journal • June 19, 2024
Falls City came alive during its annual Hot Air Balloon Festival, held on Friday night, 

attracting residents and visitors with beautiful weather, colorful kites, hot air balloons, 
live music, and delicious food. The evening began with a vibrant kite show comple-
mented by the sounds of JB Acoustic and preparations for balloon liftoff at Brenner 
Field. Although the 7:00 p.m. launch was delayed due to wind, several balloons ascend-
ed against the sunset, while others participated in the enchanting balloon glow.
Chamber director Amber Holle expressed relief that conditions improved, allowing 

some balloons to launch. Saturday offered various family activities, including kite fly-
ing, bounce houses, and performances by Dixie Cadillacs 
and the Kyle Sayler Band. Despite the festive atmosphere, 
a severe thunderstorm later halted further balloon activ-
ities. Holle noted the decision to enhance entertainment 
with kites and inflatables to ensure a good time despite 
challenging weather. 
Events were cut short as storms hit Brenner Field, post-

poning the fireworks display. The festival was supported 
by numerous local sponsors, showcasing community 
spirit. Overall, the festival provided memorable mo-
ments, even if Mother Nature intervened on Saturday.

The Falls City boys dropped both contests at the 
93rd Annual Fairfax Invitational Tournament. On 
Tuesday, FC dropped the contest to Nodaway Val-
ley 38-65; on Wednesday night, FC fell to St. Joseph 
Christian 34-63.
The Tigers trailed 8-13 after the first period on 

Tuesday but kept the game close, trailing by eight, 
24-32 at halftime. Nodaway Valley pulled away in 
the second half, outscoring FC 15-7 in the third and 
18-7 in the fourth.
Nodaway Valley outshot Falls City 39% to 31% 

from the floor and went 15/23 from the charity stripe, 
while FC was 2/4. Falls City was outrebounded 24-
40 and turned the ball over 18 times while forcing 
nine.
Keifer Adams went 7/24 from the field for 18 points 

to lead the offense. Eric Heinzelman added eight re-
bounds and Jacoby Bangert had a team-best five as-
sists.
Scoring for FC: Morris 6, Q. Adams 2, K. Adams 

18, Bangert 3, Brown 4, Heinzelman 5.
On Wednesday, Falls City fell to St. Joseph Chris-

tian 34-63. The loss dropped Falls City to 0-13, while 
the Lions improved to 9-7 with the win.
Falls City will look to get on track Thursday when 

they travel to Nebraska City to take on the 1-12 Pio-
neers. The Tigers will host JCC on Saturday, January 
25 and Auburn on Tuesday, January 28.

ond, Jayden Mirelez went 
3-1 and earned a silver, 
while Chase Simpson 
went 3-1 and finished sec-
ond.

Cade Caudle (1-2), 
Brandon Feighner (1-3) 
and Caleb Zimmerman (2-
2) all finished fourth.

On Saturday, FC wres-
tled at the Rumble in Riv-
er Country Duals. In pool 
play, FC fell to Crete 41-
40 and Waverly 62-18.

FC defeated Platteview 
60-24 in the bronze brack-
et and Fort Calhoun 42-40.

Against Crete, Snethen, 
Thimmes, Gilkerson and 
Sells got wins. Versus Wa-
verly, Gilkerson, Collier 
and Sells all won by fall.

In the bronze bracket 
against Platteview, Gilker-
son, Collier, Zimmerman, 
Thimmes and Caudle won 
by fall.

In the final matches of 
the day, Cattrell, Gilk-
erson, Collier, Sells and 
Simpson earned wins by 
pin against Ft. Calhoun.

Tiger sweep 
home 

triangular
(Continued from Page 10)

Tigers fall at 
Fairfax Tourney

Scoring for HTRS: 
Bstandig 2, Glathar 6, 
Bredemeier 5, Bowen 16, 
Howe 4.
On Friday, HTRS faced 

the Tri County Trojans. 
Coming off a five-point 
loss to Diller-Odell, Tri 
County led at the half 22-8, 
before HTRS fought back 
to make it close. HTRS 
outscored Tri County 24-
16 in the second half, but 
ultimately fell 32-38.
Bowen again led HTRS 

with 17 points, hitting 
3/11 from deep. Bstandig 
added 18 rebounds and 
four steals.
Scoring for HTRS: 

Bstandig 4, Glathar 2, Mc-
Clarnen 3, Bredemeier 4, 
Bowen 17, Howe 2.
The 6-7 Titans hosted 

Pawnee City on Tuesday 
and play at JCC on Thurs-
day and Parkview Chris-
tian on Friday.

Lady Titans 
draw tough 

seed at 
MUDECAS
(Continued from Page 7)
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RICHARDSON COUNTY 
BOARD OF EQUALIZATION

JANUARY 8, 2025
CALL TO ORDER

  The meeting of the Richardson 
County Board of Equalization was 
called to order by Chairman Cav-
erzagie at 8:45 a.m. on Wednesday, 
January 8, 2025.  Roll call was an-
swered by Karas, Sickel and Caver-
zagie; Assessor, Kim Riggs; Trea-
surer, Amanda Bartek-Ramsey and 
Clerk Eickhoff.   Chairman Cav-
erzagie announced that the open 
meeting laws have been posted at 
the entrance to the meeting room.
  Motion was made by Karas to ap-
prove the agenda as posted.   Mo-
tion seconded by Sickel.   ROLL 
CALL VOTE:   Karas-aye, Sick-
el-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Motion 
carried.  The agenda is posted at 
the Richardson County Courthouse 
in the First Floor Lobby, the Low-
er-Level Lobby and on the Com-
missioner’s Meeting Room door on 
the 2nd Floor and on the Richard-
son County website www.richard-
soncountyne.gov.

MOTOR VEHICLE TAX 
EXEMPTIONS  

  Motion was made by Sickel to 
approve the following motor ve-
hicle tax exemptions as presented:  
Community Medical Center, Inc. 
Corner Stone Baptist Church, Falls 
City Volunteer Ambulance Squad, 
First Baptist Church d/b/a Val-
ley Avenue Baptist Church, Good 
News Assembly of God, Falls City 
Sacred Heart Catholic School and 
Southeast Nebraska Community 
Action Partnership, Inc.   Motion 
seconded by Karas.  ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  Karas-aye, Sickel-aye, 
Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried.

KIM RIGGS, ASSESSOR
  Assessor, Kim Riggs reviewed 
with the Board a request from Co-
jent Communications to amend 
their personal property schedule 
for 2024.  The Board requested that 
the Assessor contact the NE De-
partment of Revenue, NACO legal 
counsel and the County Attorney 
to review this matter as presented 
and seek their recommendation to 
respond to the request from Cojent 
Communications.  

ADJOURNMENT
  Motion was made by Karas 
to adjourn the meeting at 8:55 
a.m.   Motion seconded by Sickel.   
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, 
Sickel-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Mo-
tion carried.    

John Caverzagie, Chairman
Mary L. Eickhoff, County Clerk

ZNEZ

RICHARDSON COUNTY 
BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS
JANUARY 8, 2025
CALL TO ORDER

  The regular meeting of the Rich-
ardson County Board of Com-
missioners was called to order by 
Chairman Caverzagie at 9:00 a.m. 
on Tuesday, January 8, 2025.  Roll 
call was answered by Karas, Sickel 
and Caverzagie.  Chairman Cav-
erzagie gave the Invocation and 
Commissioner Karas led the Pledge 
of Allegiance.   Chairman Caverza-
gie announced that the open meet-
ing laws have been posted at the 
entrance to the meeting room.  
  Motion was made by Sickel to 
approve the minutes of the Decem-
ber 31, 2024, meeting as presented.  
Motion seconded by Caverzagie.   
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, 
Sickel-abstain, Caverzagie-aye.  
Motion carried. 
  A motion was made by Caverza-
gie to approve the agenda as post-
ed.  Motion seconded by Sickel.  
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, 
Sickel-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Mo-
tion carried.  The agenda is posted 
at the Richardson County Court-
house in the First Floor Lobby, the 
Lower-Level Lobby and on the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room 
door on the 2nd Floor and on the 
Richardson County website www.
richardsoncountyne.gov.

ROAD & BRIDGE DEPT.
  Highway Superintendent, Steve 
Darveau updated the Board on the 
routine road and bridge mainte-
nance being done this week.  
  Motion was made by Sickel to 
adopt Resolution 2024-2025-27 
authorizing the Chairman to sign 
the Preliminary Engineering Ser-
vices Agreement between Rich-
ardson County, Nebraska and 
Speece-Lewis Engineers, LLC (dba 
Speece Lewis, A Bowman Com-
pany) for project BRO-7074(27) 
which is located NW of Falls City 
on 710 Road between 650 and 651 
Avenue.  Motion seconded by Cav-
erzagie.   Karas-ye, Sickel-aye, 
Caverzagie-aye.  Motion carried.  
(Resolution Book 28, Page 28)
  Motion was made by Caverzagie 
to adopt Resolution 2024-2025-28 
authorizing the Chairman to sign 
the Environmental Services Agree-
ment between Richardson County, 
Nebraska and HDR Engineering, 
Inc. for project BRO-7074(27) 
which is located NW or Falls City 
on 710 Road between 650 and 651 
Avenue.  Motion seconded by Sick-
el.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-
aye, Sickel-aye, Caverzagie-aye.   
Motion carried.  (Resolution Book 
28, Page 29)

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
CENTER

  Sheriff Hardesty updated the 
Board on the business within the 
Law Enforcement Center this past 
week.  It was reported there were 
11 inmates currently being held at 
the Jail.  A review of the incidents 
that occurred during the past week-
end severe snowstorm was held.   
  A report on the statistics for 2024 

was given with total bookings at 
527 with 72 of those done by other 
agencies and 23 holds from other 
counties and the Sheriff’s Office 
doing 472.  Total calls were 7,190 
of which 4,281 were traffic stops, 
50 search warrants, 25 residential 
search warrants with 34 persons 
being arrested (total search war-
rants being done in Falls City-14, 
Stella-1, Humboldt-5, Dawson-4).    
  Sheriff Hardesty also reported 
that they continue to advertise for 
jailers and dispatchers to fill vacan-
cies.

COUNTY TREASURER
  Amanda Bartek-Ramsey, County 
Treasurer presented to the Board 
the semi-annual report for the pe-
riod ending December 31, 2024.   
Motion was made by Karas to ac-
cept the report as presented.  Mo-
tion seconded by Sickel.  ROLL 
CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, Sick-
el-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Motion 
carried. 

PAM SCOTT, VISITOR’S 
COMMITTEE

   Pam Scott, Clerk of District Court 
and secretary for the County Visi-
tors’ Committee reviewed with the 
Board the current by-laws for the 
Committee and requested a change 
be considered to Article VI, Sec-
tion 1 to provide that “all business 
records of the Visitors’ Committee 
will be kept located in an office 
of the Richardson County Court-
house”.   This requested change 
will be presented to the Visitors’ 
Committee at their next meeting 
for  consideration. 
  The membership of the Visitors’ 
Committee was also reviewed re-
garding the fact that at least one 
member of the Committee shall 
represent the hotel industry within 
Richardson County.  A letter is be-
ing sent to the membership of the 
Committee for review.  
  Bill Niedfeldt was also in atten-
dance at this meeting.  
CORRESPONDENCE/OTHER 

Salary Increase
  Motion was made by Karas to 
document for the record the annu-
al salary increase for 2025 of 2% 
for staff personnel as per FY2024-
2025 budget in the offices of the 
Assessor, Treasurer, Veterans Ser-
vice Office, Cooperative Extension 
Service Office, Courthouse Main-
tenance, Emergency Management 
Agency, County Clerk and Clerk of 
District Court.  Motion seconded 
by Caverzagie.   Karas-aye, Sick-
el-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Motion 
carried.

Fee Reports
  Reports were approved for the 
following officials for fees collect-
ed during the month of December, 
2025: Mary L. Eickhoff, County 
Clerk: $167.00; Mary L. Eickhoff, 
Register of Deeds: $41,108.50; 
Pam Scott, Clerk of District Court: 
$1,080.00.

Sub-Division
  A sub-division for Robert D and 
Joyce K Bachman located in S30, 
T1, R18 will be considered at next 
week’s meeting.  

Sub-Division
  Motion was made by Sickel to 
adopt Resolution 2024-2025-25 to 
approve a sub-division for Eickhoff 
Living Trust located in S31, T3, 
R16.   Motion seconded by Karas.  
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, 
Sickel-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Mo-
tion carried.  (Resolution Book 28, 
Page 26)

Mileage Reimbursement
  Motion was made by Karas to 
adopt Resolution 2024-2025-26 to 
approve mileage reimbursement 
rate for county officials/employ-
ees at .70 cents per mile effective 
January 1, 2025, pursuant to NE 
§23-1112.   Motion seconded by 
Caverzagie.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  
Karas-aye, Sickel-aye, Caverza-
gie-aye.  Motion carried.   (Resolu-
tion Book 28, page 27)

Recognition of Commissioner 
Sickel Service

  Chairman Caverzagie made a pre-
sentation to Commissioner Sickel 
for his 16 years of dedicated ser-
vice as District 2 Commissioner 
from January 8, 2009, through Jan-
uary 8, 2025. 

CLAIMS
  A motion was made by Caverzagie 
to allow the payment of all claims 
that were submitted today.   Motion 
seconded by Karas.   ROLL CALL 
VOTE:  Karas-aye, Sickel-aye, 
Caverzagie-aye.   Motion carried.  
(The claims listed below are avail-
able for public inspection at the 
office of the County Clerk during 
regular business hours.)

GENERAL FUND

	Amazon, supp..................... 139.00
	BuckIT, serv...................... 7005.46
	Clerk of District Court, fees.290.00
	Culligan, serv........................ 50.00
	F&M Bank, pmt.............. 46625.31
	Falls City Sanitation, serv..... 40.00
	Falls City Utility Dept., 
  serv.................................. 5106.79
	Farm & City Supply, supp...... 9.18
	Harmon, Leland, serv............ 15.00
	Ligouri, Angelo, serv........ 1643.50
	Medica, ins...................... 59890.83
	MIPS, serv........................ 3277.10
	NE Assoc. of County Assessors, 
  dues................................... 100.00
	Pictometry, serv............... 39972.20
	Pitney Bowes, serv.............. 186.54
	Quill, supp........................... 159.96
	Richardson County Clerk, 
  reimb................................... 30.00
	Richardson County Court, 
  fees.................................... 719.50
	Richardson County Sheriff Petty 
  Cash, reimb........................... 2.77
	Richardson County Vendor, FICA/
   retire/etc....................... 59161.60
	SumnerOne, serv................. 116.00
	TK Elevator, serv................ 402.87
	Vision Edge IT, serv............ 230.65
	Weaver & Merz, reimb...... 1139.75
	Payroll Expense............ 119523.05

********************
	TOTAL GENERAL FUND............ 	
	................................. $$345,837.06

ROAD & BRIDGE FUND
East Richardson Rural Water #2, 
  serv...................................... 46.00
	Falls City Sanitation, serv..... 20.00
	Falls City Utility Dept., 
  serv.................................... 674.68
	Inland Truck Parts, supp....... 38.38
	Martin Marietta Materials, 

County 
Commissioners

Board of 
Equalization

  rock................................. 9848.67
	NE Dept. of Revenue, tax... 617.87
	Norris Quarries, rock........ 2185.41
	Operation & Expense Account, 
  reimb................................. 109.84
	O’Reilly Automotive, supp.374.82
	Richardson County Vendor, tax.....
1468.00
	Unifirst, supp......................... 53.12
	Verdon, Village of, serv........ 30.88
	Payroll Expense ............ 33,537.03
	TOTAL ROAD & BRIDGE 
  FUND......................... $49,004.70

REG OF DEEDS P&M FUND
	MIPS, serv.......................... 319.05
	TOTAL REG OF DEEDS P&M 
  FUND.............................. $319.05

DRUG COURT FUND
	Hawkins, Seth, reimb.......... 281.40
	TOTAL DRUG COURT 
  FUND.............................. $281.40

ADJOURNMENT
  A motion was made by Karas 
to adjourn the meeting at 10:20 
a.m.   Motion seconded by Sickel.   
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-aye, 
Sickel-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  Mo-
tion carried.  The Board will meet 
again for the Annual Meeting on 
Wednesday, January 15, 2025, at 
9:00 a.m. in the Commissioner’s 
Meeting Room, Courthouse, Falls 
City.   The agenda is kept current at 
the County Clerk’s Office.  

John Caverzagie, Chairman
Mary L. Eickhoff, County Clerk

ZNEZ

Regular Monthly Meeting
January 6, 2025  
Shubert Library

The Village Board of Shubert, 
NE held the monthly board meeting 
on January 6, 2025 in the Shubert 
Library.  Chairman Donna Lock-
ard opened the regular meeting at 
7:00 PM with the following board 
members present: Gary Hays, Tom 
Borrego and Linda Patchen.  Clerk 
was present to record the meeting. 
Chairman announced the posting of 
the Open Meetings Law.  Chairman 
asked for any additions or dele-
tions to the agenda, hearing none. 
No Visitors. Chairman moved on 
to regular business. There was a 
motion and second (Hays/Bor-
rego) to approve the December 
2, 2024 regular meeting minutes. 
Roll call vote was all “Aye,” Mo-
tion carried. There was a motion 
and second (Hays/Patchen) to ap-
prove the account balance sheets 
and monthly claims.  Roll call vote 
was all “Aye,” Motion carried. Mo-
tion and Second (Patchen/Borrego) 
to change maturing CD to a better 
rate if possible. Roll call vote was 
all “Aye,” Motion carried.  Gener-
al: Board vacancy- If interested in 
joining the village board, attend the 
next board meeting.  Second read-
ing of trash price increase. Motion 
and Second (Lockard/Hays) to 
increase trash fee by $3.00. Roll 
call vote was all “Aye,” Motion 
carried.   Hays gave updates on the 
utility grant review process. Water 
& Sewer:  Board reviewed Tracy’s 
report. Wood & Brush pile: None. 
Buildings and Park:  Community 
Building: Board discussed plans 
and current projects. Park: Bath-
rooms have been closed for the 
winter.  Library is open every other 
Saturday morning. Check window 
for hours. Streets: Potholes and 
street repairs were discussed.  

The next regular board meeting 
will be Monday, February 3, 2025 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Shubert Library.  
With no further business: Motion 
and Second (Patchen/Hays) to ad-
journ meeting at 7:26 p.m.

Roll call vote was all “Aye,” Mo-
tion carried.  

Jennifer Buchner                                       
Village Clerk 

Name     Memo      Amount
Dearborne Group, Firemans 
   Insurance.......................... -10.32
NPPD - Fire Barn, Fire Barn... -31.58
Jennifer Buchner................ Payroll	
-676.01
Frontier Bank, Safe Deposit 
   Box................................... -16.00
Aue & Co, Monthly Fee.... -175.00
Clerk Books, Software 
   Renewal.......................... -200.00
United States Treasury, Tax 
   Deposit .......................... -238.22
NPPD - Community Building, 
   Community Building....... -33.56
NPPD - Library, Library..... -31.58
USPS Office, 100 1st class 
   stamps.............................. -73.00
NPPD - Christmas Lights, 
   Christmas Lights.............. -31.58
Noha Vice, Snow Removal............
NPPD - 8th & Elm, 8TH & 
   ELM................................. -13.48
NPPD -Streets, Streetlights....-325.41
Aaron Davis, Payroll......... -253.96
Tracy Milke, Payroll......... -507.92
Tracy Milke, Expenses December 
   2024............................... -264.90
Aaron Davis, Mileage Dec.. -50.00
One Call Concepts, Locates...-69.18
State of Nebraska PHEL, Water 
   Testing.............................. -98.00
Midwest Labs, Testing........ -66.90
Village of Shubert - USDA 
   Account, Transfer from W/S/G to 
   USDA  Account............. -906.00
Village of Shubert - Water 
   Tower, Transfer to Water Tower 
   acct.............................. -1,000.00
NPPD - Sewer, Sewer....... -248.17
NPPD - Wells, Wells......... -254.63
Southeast Telephone Company, 
   Well Phone..................... -107.40
Falls City Sanitation Service.Trash 
    Service........................ -1,112.00
USPS Office, 100 Postcard 
   stamps.............................. -56.00
United States Treasury, Sales 
   Tax........................................0.00

ZNEZ

Village of 
Shubert

Village of 
Stella

Village of Stella Board of 
Trustees Regular Meeting, 

January 9, 2025 
at 7:00 P .M. at the 

Stella Community Building 
Present: Kyle Gossman, Rick Ra-

mer, Heath Stanley, Ira Hall 
Absent: Jim Donahoe 
Guests: Sheriff Rick Hardesty, 

Kristy Fischer, Laura French, Dave 
and Pat Hollinger 
The meeting was called to order 

at 7:00 p.m. by Chairman Stanley 
and roll call was taken. Chairman 
Stanley noted the posting of the 
open meeting act and the Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. 
Motion by Ramer and second-

ed by Hall to approve the agenda 
as presented with the exception of 
having Sheriff Hardesty speak first. 
All voted yea. 
Sheriff Rick Hardesty presented 

an option for the village to enforce 
the ordinances. We would need to 
enter into a contract with the de-
partment and choose what ordi-
nances or all that would need to be 
enforced with the approval of the 
county board. The sheriff will pres-
ent to the next meeting of the coun-
ty board. This will be discussed at 
the next village meeting on Febru-
ary 3 to decide whether to proceed 
with this option. 
Motion made by Ramer and sec-

onded by Gossman to approve the 
minutes of the previous meeting. 
All voted yea. 
Motion by Ramer and seconded 

by Hall to approve the treasurer’s 
report. All voted yea. 
Motion by Ramer and seconded 

by Gossman to approve the claims 
and payroll. All voted yea. 
Communications-Santa came 

to the firehall in December. Julie 
Bauman, CPA, is doing the audit 
waiver for the village as an exten-
sion was granted to the village to 
1 /15/25. 
COMMITTEE: 
Streets - snow removal, village 

will help with clearing at the end of 
driveways if needed 
Street lights -none 
Park-none 
Library -Laura French-reported 

that the library is now registered 
and has a NY Times account. A 
new website was discussed that 
would include a community page. 
The library board met on January 
7. The use of the piano at the com-
munity building for lessons will be 
used. 
Water and Sewer -written report 

given 
Maintenance - snow removal 
Tree board -outdoor Christmas 

tree 
OLD BUSINESS 
Final bill for the relocation of sew-

er project has been paid with a por-
tion reserved for yard repair. It was 
noted that the State was responsi-
ble for the new sidewalk approach-
es along the hiway. Pat and Dave 
Hollinger stated that tree trimming 
along the hiway with trees on the 
State Right of Way should be the 
state’s responsibility.
NEW BUSINESS: 
Motion made by Ramer and sec-

onded by Gossman to increase the 
Librarian pay to the State’s min-
imum wage of $13.50/hour. All 
voted yea. 
Water/sewer/trash increases were 

proposed. After a discussion it was 
decided to set the new water rate 
to $17.50, the sewer rate to $14.17 
and the trash rate to $17.50 per 
household. With the sales tax on 
the sewer rate, this would amount 
to $50 per month. Businesses will 
be taxed on water and sewer. This 
will take effect April 1,2025. Hall 
made a motion to pass the new 
rates with a second by Stanley. All 
voted yea. Stanley read the new 
ordinance 2025-7 and ordinance 
2025-6 outlining the new rates. 
Hall made a motion the accept the 
new ordinances with a second by 
Gossman. All voted yea. 
Motion made by Hall and second 

by Ramer to adjourn at 7:51 p.m. 
Next Village of Stella board meet-

ing will be February 3; 2025 at 7:00 
p.m. 

Jana Wheeler 
Village Clerk

Claims and payroll for January 
9, 2025 Village of Stella meeting

Tracy Milke,  Water/Sewer 
   Operator wage .....................$350
Tracy Milke, expenses.........264.77
Aaron Davis, Assistant water/
   sewer/operator wage.........300.00
Ira Hall, librarian 10 hours.....85.00
Jody Bahr, 2 cleaning -community 
    building..............................50.00
Dennis Bahr, 14 hours@$15/hr.......	
	 ............................................210.00
Jana Wheeler, Clerk wage....700.00
Jana Wheeler, trash bags, paper 
   products for com 1 ldg........48.18
GPM Environmental, chart paper 
   for wastewater...................195.75
American Recycling, trash.... 1227.60
SENC, 4242-56.17, 4107-69.21, 
   3978-114.55......................239.93
NE Public Health Envrionmental 
   Lab, samples.....................196.00
NPPD, Street lights outside...40.44
sewer....................................682.58
water.......................................86.49
library.....................................13.35
community building...............53.42
street lights inside................908.12
greenhouse.............................70.45
siren........................................63.16
village barn.............................95.00
JEO Consulting, Hiway project-
  relocation of water/sewer...720.00
Davis PHE, LLC, Great Stuff 
   G&C..................................256.99
sewer cleaning at Ketners....225.00
	............................................481.99
One Call Concept...................53.18
USA Blue Book.....................54.11
Johansen Drainage & 
   Tile..............................127629.10

ZNEZ

Board of Education Regular 
Meeting on Monday, January 
13, 2025, 7:00 PM. Humboldt 

Board Conference Room
Attendance Taken at 7:00 PM. 

Quentin Bowen: Present, Kyle 
Hilgenfeld: Present, Mike Kanel: 
Present, Neal Kanel: Present, Dave 
Mezger: Present, Scott Ogle: Pres-
ent.

1. OPEN MEETING NOTICE 
- CALL MEETING TO ORDER- 
ROLL CALL -PLEDGE OF AL-
LEGIANCE*

2. Publication of Meeting is re-
quired by Board Policy 2008

3. WELCOME PATRONS AND 
GUESTS PATRON COMMENTS

4. ROLL CALL
5. OATH OF OFFICE
6. REVIEW BOARD CON-

FLICT OF INTEREST STATE-
MENT

7. BOARD ORGANIZATION-
AL MEETING

7.1. Election of Board President
Move to nominate Kyle Hilgen-

feld passed with a motion by Scott 
Ogle and a second by Neal Kanel. 
Yea: 6, Nay: 0

7.2. Election of Board Vice-Pres-
ident

Move to nominate Scott Ogle for 
Vice President passed with a mo-
tion by Mike Kanel and a second 
by Neal Kanel. Yea: 6, Nay: 0

8. APPOINTMENTS BY 
BOARD PRESIDENT

8.1. Appoint Board Secretary – 
Passed with a motion to appoint 
Superintendent Dr. Griffith as 
Board Secretary by Neal Kanel and 
second by Dave Mezger. Yea: 6, 
Nay: 0

8.2. Appoint Board Treasurer 
Motion to appoint Mike Kanel as 
Treasurer by Neal Kanel and sec-
ond by Dave Mezger. Yea: 6, Nay: 
0

8.3. Appoint Board Recorder - 
Passed with a motion to appoint 
Superintendent Dr. Griffith as 
Board Recorder by Neal Kanel and 
second by Dave Mezger. Yea: 6, 
Nay: 0

8.4. Committee Appointments – 
Passed with a motion to keep the 
committees as is with an edition of 
Quentin Bowen on Americanism, 
Budget, Legislative, Negotiations 
and Activities Cooperative Agree-
ment by Neal Kanel and second by 
Dave Mezger. Yea: 6, Nay: 0

8.5. Appoint District Title IX Co-
ordinator (Brittany Rogers)

                         Title IX Decision 
Maker (Kim Caniglia)

                         Title IX Investigator 
(Kim Standerford)

Motion to approve passed with a 
motion by Dave Mezger and a sec-
ond by Neal Kanel. Yea: 6, Nay: 0

9. REVIEW BOARD ETHICS/
CODE OF CONDUCT

10. DESIGNATE LEGAL 
COUNSEL

Motion to approve KSB as Legal 
Counsel and Fankhauser Nelsen 
Werts & Zsky as needed passed 
with a motion by Mike Kanel and 
a second by Neal Kanel. Yea: 6, 
Nay: 0

11. DESIGNATE DEPOSITORY 
BANK(S)

Motion to designate American 
National Bank and The State Bank 
of Table Rock as the Depository 
Banks passed with a motion by 
Scott Ogle and a second by Neal 
Kanel. Yea: 6, Nay: 0

12. DESIGNATE NEWSPA-
PER(S) OF RECORD

Motion to approve Humboldt 
Standard, Pawnee Republican and 
Falls City Journal as newspapers 
of record passed with a motion by 
Scott Ogle and a second by Dave 
Mezger. Yea: 6, Nay: 0

13. APPROVE CONSENT 
AGENDA

Motion to approve passed with a 
motion by Scott Ogle and a second 
by Mike Kanel. Yea: 6, Nay: 0

13.1. Meeting Minutes
13.2. Bills for Payment
13.3. Review Treasurer’s report
14. REPORTS
14.1. Principal Caniglia – Mrs. 

Caniglia discussed the upcoming 
scholarships & due dates, testing, 
upcoming activities and accom-
plishments.

14.2. Principal Standerford – 
Mrs. Standerford discussed sched-
uling changes, testing and the Sci-
ence curriculum. 

14.3. NASB Report - Neal Kanel
14.4. Committee Reports
We had a transportation meeting 

earlier this evening to discuss re-
placing a bus. Also discussed idea 
of purchasing our own tank for fuel 
as opposed to leasing

15. AGENDA ITEMS
15.1. Approve board member’s 

leave of absence
15.2. Review of Policy Series 

1000
Motion to approve passed with a 

motion by Neal Kanel and a second 
by Scott Ogle. Yea: 6, Nay: 0

15.3. Review Bullying Policy
Motion to approve passed with a 

motion by Neal Kanel and a second 
by Scott Ogle. Yea: 6, Nay: 0

15.4. Review Dating Violence 
Policy

Motion to approve passed with a 
motion by Mike Kanel and a sec-
ond by Scott Ogle. Yea: 6, Nay: 0

15.5. Approve 2025-2026 Calen-
dar

Motion to approve as presented 
passed with a motion by Scott Ogle 
and a second by Mike Kanel. Yea: 
6, Nay: 0

15.6. Bus Purchase (purchase 
used 2022 or request bids for new)

Motion to approve the purchase 
of used ‘22 bus passed with a mo-
tion by Scott Ogle and a second by 
Mike Kanel. Yea: 6, Nay: 0

15.7. Superintendent Goal Set-
ting Meeting (NASB)

Dr. Griffith will reach out to 
NASB and get a new meeting set 
up.

15.8. Appoint Kim Caniglia as 
7-12 Principal for the 2025-2026 
School Year

Motion to approve passed with a 
motion by Neal Kanel and a second 

by Dave Mezger. Yea: 6, Nay: 0
15.9. Extend Kim Standerford’s 

Contract as PK-6 Principal
Motion to approve passed with a 

motion by Neal Kanel and a second 
by Scott Ogle. Yea: 6, Nay: 0

15.10. Superintendent’s Evalua-
tion

Handed out last time but put on 
here for up for discussion if any. 
No questions or comments made 
during the meeting

16. SUPERINTENDENT GRIF-
FITH REPORT

17. BOARD MEMBER CON-
CERNS

Discussed snow removal process 
and location of snow piles.

18. ADJOURN
Motion by Kyle Hilgenfeld to ad-

journ the meeting at 7:25pm
Respectfully submitted,
Chantel Farwell

Vendor Name   Description
Invoice Amount

Ahrs, Insulation @ Entry & 
   Concessions.................. 7,547.00
Amazon Capital Services, Pos: 
   8233 & 8215.................... 167.31
Apptegy, Inc, School App.....6,352.50
Beatrice Mechanical Service.. Parts 
   & Repairs......................... 460.88
Boomgarn, Renee, Custodial/
   Parts................................. 271.02
Brux Group, Llc, The, Pizzas - 
   Class................................. 120.00
Cardmember Service, Credit Card 
   Charges-Gen Fund........ 9,406.48
Cdw-G, Tech Supplies.......... 62.87
City Of Humboldt.Utilities-Water/
   Sewer............................. 1,293.57
Das State Accounting - Central 
   Finance, Tech / Ocio........ 292.87
Decker Inc, Custodial 
   Supplies............................ 891.25
Dstk Phillips, Inc, Bathroom & 
  Fountain Maint + Filters.....1,665.40
Eakes Office Solutions, 
   Maintenance Supplies + Egoldfax 
   Contr............................. 5,440.87
El Camino Electric, Llc, Time 
   Clocks........................... 1,054.65
Esu #4, Mtss & Sci.standards + 
   Workshops + Sped...... 10,737.89
Esu #6, Tech Hosting 
   Services.............................. 61.23
FC Sanitation, Trash-Utilities....590.00
Fankhauser, Nelsen, Werts & 
  Ziskey, Pc, Semi-Annual 
  Contract............................. 400.00
Fiber Platform, Llc, Distance 
   Learning........................... 428.98
Griffith, George, Acte Conference 
  Expenses........................ 1,069.13
Hd Supply, Po 8229-Maintenance 
  Supplies.......................... 1,920.78
Hometown Leasing, Staple Copier 
  Lease.............................. 1,377.80
Htmc, Ad Messages............ 432.00
Htrs Payroll Acct, Payroll 
  Expenses...................  600,115.35
J W Pepper & Son Inc, Po 8243 
  -Music - Spring Concert/
  Contests............................... 85.00
Jaymar Business Forms, Inc, 2024 
   Tax Forms........................ 226.70
Johnson County Clerk, Election 
  Fee..................................... 100.00
Josten’s, Diploma Package.. 129.40
Ksb School Law, Legal 
  Services............................. 418.00
Kurita America Inc, Water Soft 
  Contract............................. 467.64
Malcolm, Mary, Occ Therapy - 
  Sped Services................. 2,449.50
Meyer-Earp Auto Center, Vehicle 
  Maint................................. 111.49
Nasb Nebraska Assn Of School 
  Boards, Workshop.new Member. 
  Meals +Boe Lead 
  Survey............................ 2,521.00
National Therapeutic Associates, 
  Inc, Physical Therapy - Sped 
  Services.......................... 1,025.45
Ncs Pearson, Inc, Dec 2024.. 41.80
Nppd, Elec-Utilities......... 4,173.02
Pawnee County Clerk, Election 
  Fees................................... 226.20
Pawnee Republican, Ads..... 296.63
Popplers Music, Po 8242 
  Music.................................. 65.00
Quill, Office Supplies.......... 330.64
Richardson County Clerk, Public 
  Hearing Postcards.......... 1,501.00
Rider Classroom Spanish, 24-25 
  Second Semester............ 4,600.00
Schendel Pest Control, Pest 
  Control-Spraying............... 144.00
Sparq Data Solutions, Inc., Sparq 
Mtg & Neg. 04.01.25-03.31.26......
	......................................... 4,400.00
Station Service Center Inc., 
  The Fuel......................... 3,859.70
T-Mobile Usa Inc.Geo Tab Monthly 
  Charges............................. 289.10
Tk Elevator Corporation, Elevator 
   Maintenance..................... 543.26
Truck Center Companies, Bus 
   Maintenance & Parts........ 185.01
Vandentop-Caniglia, Kimberly, 
  Moving Expenses........... 3,000.00
Verizon Business, Long Distance.. 	
	.............................................. 87.91
Wilcock, Joy .. Occ Therapy - Sped 
   Services......................... 4,925.61
Windstream Nebraska, Phone 
   Utilities............................. 737.08

ZNEZ
		

District #70

The Board of Educational Service 
Unit 4 held its regular meeting on 
Monday, January 13, 2025, at 5:15 
p.m. at Educational Service Unit 4 
in Auburn, Nebraska. The follow-
ing claims were paid for the month 
of January:

General Fund -- $95,209.84
Payroll -- $473,732.12
NCECBVI -- $19,493.81
Federal Programs -- $16,178.18
The Board of Educational Ser-

vice Unit 4 will hold its Regular 
Meeting at 5:15 pm on Monday, 
February10, 2025, in the Carson 
Board Room at the office of Educa-
tional Service Unit 4, 2301 Dahlke 
Avenue, Auburn, Nebraska. The 
Region 4 Preschool Planning Team 
will meet at 9:00 am on Wednes-
day, January 22, 2025, in the ESU 
4 Conference Center, 2301 Dahlke 
Avenue, Auburn, Nebraska. The 
agendas for both meetings are kept 
current and readily available for 
public inspection at the office of 
the Administrator during normal 
business hours.

ZNEZ

E.S.U. #4
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RICHARDSON COUNTY
NOTICE OF ONE 
AND SIX YEAR 

ROAD PROGRAM PLAN 
HEARING

  Notice is hereby given in accor-
dance with Nebraska § 39-1503, a 
public hearing will be held in the 
office of the Richardson County 
Commissioners, Room 202, Court-
house, 1700 Stone Street, Falls 
City, Nebraska on the 12th day of 
February 2025, at 10:00 a.m. for 
the purpose of presenting to the 
public, the One and Six Year High-
way Improvement Program for 
Richardson County, Nebraska.

Steven J. Darveau, Jr.
Richardson County Highway 

Superintendent

22-29-5
ZNEZ

VILLAGE OF RULO
NOTICE OF ONE 
AND SIX YEAR

STREET IMPROVEMENT 
PLAN HEARING

  Public notice is hereby given in 
compliance with the revised stat-
utes of Nebraska, that the Village 
Board will meet at 6:00 p.m. on 
the 11th Day of February 2025 at 
the Village Hall, for the purpose 
of hearing comment relating to the 
proposed One and Six Year Street 
Improvement Program for 2025.

Julie Vollmer
City Street Superintendent

22-29-5

NOTICE OF TRUSTEE’S SALE 

  You are hereby notified that the 
following property will be sold at 
public auction to the highest bid-
der without warranty, by Eric H. 
Lindquist, Successor Trustee, on 
February 14, 2025 at on the first 
floor, lobby area of the Richardson 
County Courthouse, 1700 Stone 
Street, in the City of Falls City, NE 
68355, at 10:00 AM for the purpose 
of foreclosing a Trust Deed execut-
ed by Branson W. Dougherty and 
Patricia R. Dougherty, husband and 
wife, as Trustors, in favor of West 
Gate Bank as Beneficiary, and West 
Gate Bank as Trustee. The Trust 
Deed was filed for record on July 
27, 2017, as Instrument No. 2017 
00965, in Book 271, at Page 33.  
The trust property affected is le-
gally described as follows. Lots 1 
and 2, Block 1 of Novak-Zusman 
Addition to the City of Falls City, 
Nebraska; AND: Beginning 360 
feet North of the Northwest corner 
of Block 4 in Crook and Towle’s 
Addition to the City of Falls City, 
Nebraska; thence North 50 feet; 
thence East 126.7 feet, more or 
less, to West line of a tract of land 
conveyed to May C. Butler and 
Asa E. Butler by Warranty Deed 
recorded in Book 115, Page 176, 
Deed of records of Richardson 
County, Nebraska; thence South 50 
feet; thence West 126.7 feet, more 
or less, to place of beginning, being 
in the NW1/4 of Section 10, Town-
ship 1 North, Range 16 East of the 
6th P.M., Richardson County, Ne-
braska.  TAX # 740075128. Pur-
portedly known as 2522 Schoen-
heit St, Falls City, NE 68355 (the 
undersigned disclaims liability for 
any error in the address). West Gate 
Bank is the current Beneficiary of 
the Trust Deed.  Record owners of 
the property as of the recording of 
the Notice of Default is reported 
to be Branson W. Dougherty and 
Patricia R. Dougherty. The highest 
bidder will deposit with the Trust-
ee, or the attorney for the Trustee, a 
$5,000.00 deposit in the form of a 
bank or credit union cashier’s check 
or a bank official check, payable to 
Halliday, Watkins & Mann, P.C.  
The successful bidder must tender 
the deposit at the sale and the bal-
ance of the purchase price by 12:00 
noon the following business day.  
The balance must be in the form 
of a wire transfer, bank or credit 
union’s cashier’s check, or bank 
official check payable to Halliday, 
Watkins & Mann, P.C.  A bank or 
credit union cashier’s check must 
be pre-printed and clearly state 
that it is a cashier’s check.  A bank 
official check must be pre-printed 
and clearly state that it is an official 
check.  The requirement is waived 
when the Beneficiary is the highest 
bidder. Successor Trustee disclaims 
liability for any error in the street 
address shown herein.  Successor 
Trustee may void sale due to any 
unknown facts at time of sale that 
would cause the cancellation of the 
sale.  If sale is voided, Successor 
Trustee shall return funds to bidder, 
and the Successor Trustee and Ben-
eficiary shall not be liable to bidder 
for any damages.  If the sale is set 
aside for any reason, the Purchaser 
at the sale shall be entitled only to 
a return of the deposit paid.  The 
Purchaser shall have no further 
recourse against the Beneficiary, 
Trustor, Successor Trustee, or the 
Successor Trustee’s attorney.  This 
is an attempt to foreclose a securi-
ty instrument and any information 
obtained will be used for that pur-
pose. Dated this 19 day of Decem-
ber, 2024. 

	 /s/ Eric H. Lindquist, 
Successor Trustee

10050 Regency Circle, Ste. 505, 
Omaha, NE 68114

Telephone:  801-355-2886
File No. NE21824

31-8-15-22-29
ZNEZ

NOTICE
In the Court County of

 Richardson County, Nebraska 
Estate of Roxann Stitzer, 

Deceased. 
Estate No. PR25-1

  Notice is hereby given that on Jan-
uary 8, 2025, in the County Court 
of Richardson County, Nebras-
ka, the Registrar issued a written 
statement of Informal Probate of 
the Will of said Decedent and that 
Mark W. Stitzer, whose address is 
64588 702 Rd., Salem, NE 68433 
was informally appointed by the 
Registrar as Personal Representa-
tive of the Estate.
  Creditors of this Estate must file 
their claims with this Court on or 
before March 17, 2025, 2025 or be 
forever barred.

Bethany K. Godemann, 
Clerk Magistrate
County Court of 

Richardson County
1700 Stone Street, Room 205

Falls City, Nebraska 68355

Kent Endacott, #20381 
Endacott Timmer, PC LLO 
3201 Pioneers Blvd., Suite #300 
Lincoln, NE 68502 
(402) 817-1000
Email: 
kendacott@endacotttimmer.com

15-22-29
ZNEZ

PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
The Board of Commissioners of 

the County of Richardson, Nebras-
ka will meet weekly for a regular 
meeting on Wednesdays at 9:00 
a.m., Room 202 in the Richardson 
County Courthouse for the purpose 
of conducting any and all county 
business that will come before the 
board.  The agenda for the meet-
ings are kept continuously current 
and are available for public inspec-
tion at the office of the Richardson 
County Clerk, Courthouse, Room 
203, 1700 Stone Street, Falls City, 
NE during normal working hours.  
The agenda is closed 24 hours prior 
to the start of the meeting and is 
posted on the Commissioner’s 
Meeting Room door, the 1st floor 
lobby and the lower level lobby 
of the Courthouse and also on the 
Richardson County website www.
co.richardson.ne.us.   

The Board of Equalization of the 
County of Richardson, Nebraska 
meet when times may necessi-
tate for the purpose of conducting 
any and all business that requires 
the action of the County Board of 
Equalization.  The agenda for the 
meetings are kept continuously 
current and are available for public 
inspection at the office of the Rich-
ardson County Clerk, Courthouse, 
Room 203, 1700 Stone Street, Falls 
City, NE during normal business 
hours. The agenda is closed 24  
hours prior to the start of the meet-
ing and is posted on the Commis-
sioner’s Meeting Room door, the 
1st floor lobby and the lower level 
lobby of the Courthouse and also 
on the Richardson County 

Mary L. Eickhoff
Richardson County Clerk

ZNEZ

NOTICE
IN THE COUNTY COURT OF 

RICHARDSON COUNTY, 
NEBRASKA

Estate of Charlene Sarah Fritchie, 
Deceased
Estate No. PR 24 -55

  Notice is hereby given that on the 
31st day of December 2024, in the 
County Court of Richardson Coun-
ty, Nebraska, the Registrar issued 
an Order of Testacy, Determination 
of Heirs, and Appointment of Per-
sonal Representative for the Estate 
of Charlene Sarah Fritchie, and that 
Ms. Wanda Lea Herel, whose ad-
dress is: 1024 N. 40th St., Lincoln, 
Nebraska 68503, was informally 
appointed by the Registrar as Per-
sonal Representative of the Estate. 
Creditors of this Estate must file 
their claim(s) with this Court on or 
before the 17th day of March 2025 
or be forever barred.

Angelo M. Ligouri (22926)	
Ligouri Law Office			
1118 15th Street		
P.O. Box 99			 
Auburn, Nebraska 68305	
Telephone:(402) 274-5484	      

/s/ Bethany K. Godemann, 
County Clerk 

Richardson County Court
1700 Stone St. #205

Falls City, Nebraska 68355
Telephone:(402) 245-2812

15-22-29
ZNEZ

Village of Verdon
Notice of One & Six Year Street 

Improvement Plan Hearing

  Public notice is hereby given in 
compliance with the revised stat-
utes of Nebraska that the Village 
Board will meet at 7:00 p.m. on the 
5th Day of February 2025 at the 
Village Hall in Verdon for the pur-
pose of hearing comment relating 
to the proposed One and Six Year 
Street Improvement Program for 
2025.

Julie Vollmer
City Street Superintendent

15-22-29
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF RENEWAL OF 
RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSE

  Notice is hereby given that pur-
suant to Section 53-135.01, a li-
quor license may be automatically 
renewed for one year from May 1, 
2025, for the following retail liquor 
license, to wit:
 

Seid’s LLC DBA Seid’s 
 71085 651 Avenue

 Falls City, NE  68355
22-2-16 1.2A PT NE1/4NW1/4 

LESS HWY

  Notice is hereby given that writ-
ten protests to the issuance of au-
tomatic renewal of license may be 
filed by any resident of Richardson 
County on or before February 10, 
2025, in the office of the Richard-
son County Clerk; that in the event 
protests are filed by three or more 
such persons, hearing will be had 
to determine whether continuation 
of said license should be allowed.

Mary L. Eickhoff 
Richardson County Clerk

22
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NOTICE OF RENEWAL OF 
RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSE

  Notice is hereby given that pur-
suant to Section 53-135.01, a li-
quor license may be automatically 
renewed for one year from May 1, 
2025, for the following retail liquor 
licensee, to wit:
                    

FALLS CITY 
COUNTRY CLUB, INC.
dba FALLS CITY GOLF 

COURSE
64870 706 Trail

FALLS CITY, NE  68355
Pt. NE ¼ Sec. 7-1-16

  Notice is hereby given that writ-
ten protests to the issuance of au-
tomatic renewal of license may be 
filed by any resident of Richardson 
County on or before February 10, 
2025, in the office of the Richard-
son County Clerk; that in the event 
protests are filed by three or more 
such persons, hearing will be had 
to determine whether continuation 
of said license should be allowed.

Mary L. Eickhoff 
Richardson County Clerk

22
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF RENEWAL OF 
RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSE

  Notice is hereby given that pur-
suant to Section 53-135.01, a li-
quor license may be automatically 
renewed for one year from May 1, 
2025, for the following retail liquor 
licensee, to wit:

QUAD COUNTY GOLF 
ASSOC. INC

71550 631ST AVENUE
HUMBOLDT, NE  68376
Pt. S ½ NW ¼ Sec 29-3-13

  Notice is hereby given that writ-
ten protests to the issuance of au-
tomatic renewal of license may be 
filed by any resident of Richardson 
County on or before February 10, 
2025, in the office of the Richard-
son County Clerk; that in the event 
protests are filed by three or more 
such persons, hearing will be had 
to determine whether continuation 
of said license should be allowed.

Mary L. Eickhoff 
Richardson County Clerk

22
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NOTICE OF RENEWAL OF 
RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSE

Notice is hereby given that pur-
suant to Section 53-135.01 liquor 
licenses may be automatically re-
newed for one year from May 1, 
2025, for the following retail liquor 
licensee, to wit:

CASEY’S GENERAL STORE 
- 1221 HARLAN STREET, 

FALLS CITY, NE

Notice is hereby given that writ-
ten protests to the issuance of au-
tomatic renewal of license may be 
filed by any resident of the City on 
or before February 3, 2025, in the 
office of the City Clerk; that in the 
event protests are filed by three or 
more such persons, hearing will 
be had to determine whether con-
tinuation of said license should be 
allowed.

ANTHONY NUSSBAUM, 
CITY CLERK

NOTICE OF RENEWAL OF 
RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSE

Notice is hereby given that pur-
suant to Section 53-135.01 liquor 
licenses may be automatically re-
newed for one year from May 1, 
2025, for the following retail liquor 
licensee, to wit:

ARMBRUSTER LIQUOR 
LLC - 1123 HARLAN STREET, 

FALLS CITY, NE

Notice is hereby given that writ-
ten protests to the issuance of au-
tomatic renewal of license may be 
filed by any resident of the City on 
or before February 3, 2025, in the 
office of the City Clerk; that in the 
event protests are filed by three or 
more such persons, hearing will 
be had to determine whether con-
tinuation of said license should be 
allowed.

ANTHONY NUSSBAUM, 
CITY CLERK

NOTICE OF RENEWAL OF 
RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSE

Notice is hereby given that pur-

suant to Section 53-135.01 liquor 
licenses may be automatically re-
newed for one year from May 1, 
2025, for the following retail liquor 
licensee, to wit:

ELKS LODGE #963 - 
1417 STONE STREET, 

FALLS CITY, NE

Notice is hereby given that writ-
ten protests to the issuance of au-
tomatic renewal of license may be 
filed by any resident of the City on 
or before February 3, 2025, in the 
office of the City Clerk; that in the 
event protests are filed by three or 
more such persons, hearing will 
be had to determine whether con-
tinuation of said license should be 
allowed.

ANTHONY NUSSBAUM, 
CITY CLERK

 NOTICE OF RENEWAL OF 
RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSE

Notice is hereby given that pur-
suant to Section 53-135.01 liquor 
licenses may be automatically re-
newed for one year from May 1, 
2025, for the following retail liquor 
licensee, to wit:

AMERICAN LEGION POST 
#102 - 721 HARLAN STREET, 

FALLS CITY, NE

Notice is hereby given that writ-
ten protests to the issuance of au-
tomatic renewal of license may be 
filed by any resident of the City on 
or before February 3, 2025, in the 
office of the City Clerk; that in the 
event protests are filed by three or 
more such persons, hearing will 
be had to determine whether con-
tinuation of said license should be 
allowed.

ANTHONY NUSSBAUM, 
CITY CLERK

NOTICE OF RENEWAL OF 
RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSE

Notice is hereby given that pur-
suant to Section 53-135.01 liquor 
licenses may be automatically re-
newed for one year from May 1, 
2025, for the following retail liquor 
licensee, to wit:

BOSSELMAN PUMP & 
PANTRY INC. dba/PUMP & 
PANTRY 55- 1521 HARLAN 
STREET, FALLS CITY, NE

Notice is hereby given that writ-
ten protests to the issuance of au-
tomatic renewal of license may be 
filed by any resident of the City on 
or before February 3, 2025, in the 
office of the City Clerk; that in the 
event protests are filed by three or 
more such persons, hearing will 
be had to determine whether con-
tinuation of said license should be 
allowed.

ANTHONY NUSSBAUM, 
CITY CLERK

NOTICE OF RENEWAL OF 
RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSE

Notice is hereby given that pur-
suant to Section 53-135.01 liquor 
licenses may be automatically re-
newed for one year from May 1, 
2025, for the following retail liquor 
licensee, to wit:

COSTAS HARALABIDIS dba/ 
A & G STEAKHOUSE - 
1618 STONE STREET, 

FALLS CITY, NE

Notice is hereby given that writ-
ten protests to the issuance of au-
tomatic renewal of license may be 
filed by any resident of the City on 
or before February 3, 2025, in the 
office of the City Clerk; that in the 
event protests are filed by three or 
more such persons, hearing will 
be had to determine whether con-
tinuation of said license should be 
allowed.

ANTHONY NUSSBAUM, 
CITY CLERK

NOTICE OF RENEWAL OF 
RETAIL LIQUOR LICENSE

Notice is hereby given that pur-
suant to Section 53-135.01 liquor 
licenses may be automatically re-
newed for one year from May 1, 
2025, for the following retail liquor 
licensee, to wit:

KWIK SHOP #648 – 
1403 HARLAN STREET, 

FALLS CITY, NE

Notice is hereby given that writ-
ten protests to the issuance of au-
tomatic renewal of license may be 
filed by any resident of the City on 
or before February 3, 2025, in the 
office of the City Clerk; that in the 
event protests are filed by three or 
more such persons, hearing will 
be had to determine whether con-
tinuation of said license should be 
allowed.

ANTHONY NUSSBAUM, 
CITY CLERK

22
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PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE:
 
  The Southeast District Board of 
Health will hold its regular meet-
ing on Wednesday, January 29, 
2025, at 6:00 PM in the Conference 
Room at the office of Southeast 
District Health Department, 2511 
Schneider Ave, Auburn, NE.  The 
meeting is open to the public.  An 
agenda is available in the Direc-
tor’s office at the Southeast District 
Health Department during regular 
business hours.

ZNEZ

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
  Sealed BIDS will be received on 
behalf of the City of Falls City at 
the Engineer’s Office, Miller & 
Associates, 1111 Central Avenue, 
Kearney, Nebraska on February 
25, 2025, until 3:00 PM, Local 
Time, and then such BIDS shall 
be publicly opened and read aloud 
in the Engineer’s conference room 
for furnishing all equipment, la-
bor, materials and appurtenances 
required to construct 5000 LF of 
8” PVC force main, 7 cleanout 
assemblies, One flat top manhole, 
1.15 Acres of seeding, 453 tons 
of gravel surfacing, and other 
such work as may be incidental to 
NORTHEAST FORCE MAIN 
REPLACEMENT.
  The Owner reserves the right to 
reject any or all bids; and to waive 
irregularities or informalities to ac-
cept the BID it deems most benefi-
cial.  Bids received after the speci-
fied time of closing will be returned 
unopened.  The Owner will accept 
only those sealed bids, either hand 
delivered or received via U.S. Mail 
or other commercial carrier.  Items 
transmitted by facsimile or elec-
tronically will not be accepted.
  The Contract Documents may be 
examined at the following loca-
tions:
        

Miller & Associates, 1111 Central 
Avenue, Kearney, NE 68847
City of Falls City, 2307 Barada 
Street, Falls City, NE  68355

  
  Copies of the Contract Docu-
ments may be obtained at the office 
of Miller & Associates, Consult-
ing Engineers, P.C. located at 1111 
Central Avenue, Kearney, Nebraska 
68847, Telephone 308/234-6456 
upon payment of $50 for each half-
size set.  Full-size sets of documents 
can be obtained for a deposit of $60.  
A complete set of electronic copies 
of drawings, specifications, contract 
documents and proposal form may 
be obtained from www.miller-en-
gineers.com for a fee of $30.00 
(non-refundable).  Once logged into 
the website, go to “Bidding Doc-
uments” [in the upper right-hand 
corner of the homepage] and you 
can select the set of documents to 
download.
  Each BIDDER will be required to 
submit with this proposal, a certified 
check, cashier’s check or bid bond 
made payable, without condition, to 
the City Clerk, Falls City, Nebraska, 
in an amount equal to five percent 
(5%) of the proposal.
  This project will be partially fund-
ed with Federal funds from the EPA 
Community Grants Program and 
therefore is subject to the Federal 
laws and regulations associated with 
that program.
  Contractors and subcontractors on 
USEPA federally assisted construc-
tion projects are required to pay 
their laborers and mechanics wag-
es not less than those established 
by the U.S. Department of Labor.  
A current wage decision contain-
ing the appropriate building and/or 
heavy type rates is included in the 
specifications for bidding purposes.
  The prospective participants must 
certify by submittal EPA Form 
5700-49, Certification Regarding 
Debarment, Suspension and Other 
Responsibility Matters, that to the 
best of its knowledge and belief that 
it and its principals are not presently 
debarred, suspended, proposed for 
debarment, declared ineligible, or 
voluntarily excluded from covered 
transactions by any federal depart-
ment or agency.  
  BIDDERS on this work will be 
required to comply with the Presi-
dent’s Executive Order No. 11246.  
Requirements for bidders and con-
tractors under this order are ex-
plained in the specifications.  
  Each BIDDER must fully comply 
with the requirements, terms and 
conditions of the U.S. Environmen-
tal Protection Agency, Disadvan-
taged Business Enterprise (DBE) re-
quirements, including the fair share 
objectives for disadvantaged busi-
ness participation during the perfor-
mance of this contract.  The bidder 
commits itself of the fair share ob-
jective for disadvantaged business 
participation contained herein and 
all other requirements, terms and 
conditions of these bid conditions 
by submitting properly signed bid.
  On January 17, 2014, H.R. 3547, 
“Consolidated Appropriations Act, 
2014,” was enacted.  Section 436 
of the Act requires that none of the 
appropriated funds may be used for 
the construction, alteration, main-
tenance, or repair of a public water 
system or treatment works unless all 
of the iron and steel products used 
in the project are produced in the 
United States. unless a waiver is 
provided to the recipient by EPA.  
Conditions for the waiver are found 
under the Information for Bidders.  
The term “iron and steel products” 
means the following products made 
primarily of iron or steel: lined or 
unlined pipes and fittings, manhole 
covers and other municipal cast-
ings, hydrants, tanks, flanges, pipe 
clamps and restraints, valves, struc-
tural steel, reinforced precast con-
crete, and construction materials.
  The Owner is an equal opportunity 
employer and requires all contrac-
tors and consultants to comply with 
all applicable Federal and State laws 
and regulations.
  The Owner, in accordance with 
Title VI of the Civil Rights Act of 
1964, 78 Stat. 252, 42 U.S.C 2000d 
to 2000d-4 and Title 49, Code of 
Federal Regulations, Department 
of Transportation, Subtitle A, Of-
fice the Secretary, Part 21, Nondis-
crimination in Federally assisted 
programs of the Department of 
Transportation issued pursuant to 
such Act, hereby notifies all bidders 
that it will affirmatively insure that 
in any contract entered into pursu-
ant to this advertisement, minority 
business enterprises will be afford-
ed full opportunity to submit bids in 
response to this invitation and will 
not be discriminated against on the 
grounds of race, color, or nation-
al origin, sex, age and disability/
handicap in consideration for an aw
ard.                                               22

          ZNEZ

NOTICE OF INFORMAL 
PROBATE AND NOTICE TO 

CREDITORS

IN THE COUNTY COURT OF 
RICHARDSON COUNTY, 

NEBRASKA

Estate of Dorothy M. 
Kirkendall, Deceased.

Estate No. PR25-2

  Notice is hereby given that on 
January 15, 2025, in the Coun-
ty Court of Richardson County, 
Nebraska, the Registrar issued a 
written statement of Informal Pro-
bate of the Will of said Deceased 
and that Patricia A. Madsen, whose 
address is 806 Minnetare Lane, Hi-
awatha, Kansas 66434, and Jared 
W. Kirkendall, whose address is 
66062 703 Trail, Rulo, Nebraska 
68431, have been appointed Co
Personal Representatives of this 
estate. Creditors of this estate must 
file their claims with this Court on 
or before March 24, 2025 or be for-
ever barred.

Bethany K. Godemann, 
Clerk Magistrate

County Court of Richardson 
County 

1700 Stone St., Room 205
Falls City, Nebraska 68355

Michael R. Dunn, #16825 
Tracy A. Burns, #25398 
Halbert, Dunn & Burns, LLC 
111 East 17th Street 
Post Office Box 447 
Falls City, Nebraska 68355-0447 
Phone: (402)245-4486 

22-29-5
ZNEZ

Request for Qualifications 
for Professional Engineering 

Services
Verdon, Nebraska

Verdon Wastewater System 
Improvement Project

The Village of Verdon is plan-
ning to apply for funding through 
the Nebraska Department of En-
vironment and Energy for State 
Revolving Funds (CWSRF), US-
DA-RD funds, and/or other fund-
ing for needed wastewater system 
improvements which may include 
a wastewater system preliminary 
engineering report, collection sys-
tem improvements, and wastewater 
treatment facility improvements. 
The Village is inviting “Statements 
of Qualifications” and other perti-
nent information from professional 
engineering firms interested in as-
sisting the Village of Verdon with 
wastewater system improvements.

Qualified firms responding to this 
proposal will assist the Village of 
Verdon in all needed services to 
complete the planned project, in-
cluding preparing the preliminary 
engineering report and submitting 
the proposed improvement projects 
for funding assistance. If funds are 
awarded for construction, the se-
lected consultant will design final 
improvements, develop bidding 
documents, assist in the bidding 
process, assist the Village of Ver-
don with contract preparation, and 
in construction observation.

Interested firms should submit, in 
writing, their statement of qualifi-
cations and should address the fol-
lowing factors:

1. Qualifications of the firm. (30 
points maximum)

2. Related project experience, 
including references for three 
projects. (30 points maximum)

3. Experience of key person-
nel that will be working on this 
project, including resume(s) for 
project manager and lead project 
engineer. (30 points maximum)

4. Familiarity with funding re-
quirements of programs iden-
tified above. (10 points maxi-
mum)

Other submittal details:

• Proposals may not exceed a to-
tal of 10 single-sided pages (in-
cluding the cover page and letter 
of interest).

• Price is not a factor and should 
not be included in the proposal.
•
Deadline for submittal of writ-
ten material is 11:00 a.m., Tues-
day, February 4, 2025.

• Submittals of six copies should 
be received, or hand delivered, 
to the below address by the 
deadline:

RFQ – Verdon Wastewater System 
Improvement Project
Village of Verdon, Nebraska
Dawn Bennett, Village Clerk
PO Box 114
Verdon, NE 68457
402-883-2044

For any questions regarding this 
project or RFQ, please contact 
Dawn Bennett at 402.883.2044 or 
verdonvh@sentco.net.

The Village of Verdon reserves the 
right to reject any and all proposals 
received as part of this request. The 
Village of Verdon does not antici-
pate interviews at this time and will 
negotiate a final scope of work and 
fee with the firm chosen who best 
meets the selection criteria above 
and procured according to Federal 
guidelines. Cost will not be consid-
ered during the selectin process.

If your firm is not interested or 
unable to perform the work, 
we ask that you provide a short 
statement to the fact for our re-
cords.

22
ZNEZ



PREGNANT–Give life a chance. 
We care for you and your unborn 
child. Women’s Care Center-Lin-
coln, 1-877-908-2341. 
                              1st-eo-3rd-tf

Pack Rat Storage, Units 
Available. 402-245-7236.

49-TF

AMERICAN WALNUT. Buy-
ing standing walnut timber, 25 
or more.  Call 816-232-6781 in 
St. Joseph for details.           47-tf
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ANNOUNCEMENT
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING works! Place your 
25 word ad into thousands of Nebraska homes 
for $225. Contact your local newspaper or call 
1-800-369-2850.
 
HELLO NEBRASKA! Introducing www.nepub-
licnotices.com, a new public notice website pre-
sented as a public service by all Nebraska news-
papers. Free access, fully searchable – because 
democracy depends upon open government and 
your right to know.

BANKRUPTCY RELIEF! Help stop Creditor 
Harassment, Collection Calls, Repossession and 
Legal Actions! Speak to a Professional Attorney 
and Get the Help You NEED! Call NOW 844-
215-3629
 
AFFORDABLE PRESS Release service. Send 
your message to 155 newspapers across Nebraska 
for one low price! Call 1-800-369-2850 or www.
nebpress.com for more details.
 

FOR SALE - SENIORS
PORTABLE OXYGEN Concentrator? May be 
covered by Medicare! Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact design and long-last-
ing battery of Inogen One. Free information kit! 
Call 855-385-3580.
 

GUN SHOW
GUNS. GUNS. GUNS. GUNS. GUNS. Nation-
al Muzzle Loading Rifle Association Gun Show, 
Pinnacle Building, Fonner Park in Grand Island. 
Feb. 1st 9-2 pm; Feb. 2nd 9 am-4 pm.

HELP WANTED
JEFFERSON COMMUNITY Health & Life, Fair-
bury, Neb., seeking full-time behavioral health 
therapist for JCH&L and Blue Valley Behavioral 
Health, Fairbury: mental health therapist, family 
and marriage therapist or clinical social worker. 
Competitive salary and benefits. Apply online 
at https://www.jchealthandlife.org/careers/ For 
more information contact Sandy Bauer, HR, at 
402-729-6850.
 

HOME SERVICES
DOES YOUR basement or crawl space need 
some attention? Call Thrasher Foundation Re-
pair! A permanent solution for waterproofing, 
failing foundations, sinking concrete and nasty 
crawl spaces. FREE Inspection & Same Day Es-
timate. $250 off ANY project with code GET250. 
Call 1-844-958-3431
 
THE BATHROOM of your dreams in as little as 
1 day. Limited Time Offer - $1000 off or No Pay-
ments and No Interest for 18 months for custom-
ers who qualify. BCI Bath & Shower. Many op-
tions available. Quality materials & professional 
installation. Senior & Military Discounts Avail-
able. Call Today! 1-855-451-2244
 

WANTED TO BUY
WE BUY 8,000 cars a week. Sell your old, busted 
or junk car with no hoops, haggles or headaches. 
Sell your car to Peddle. Easy three step process. 
Instant offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 
1-855-910-0760
 
WE BUY Houses for Cash AS IS! No repairs. No 
fuss. Any condition. Easy three step process: Call, 
get cash offer and get paid. Get your fair cash of-
fer today by calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-855-714-
0010

4-5

VERDON MINUTES
REGULAR MEETING – 

JANUARY 8, 2025 – 7:00 P.M. – 
VILLAGE HALL

Prior to the opening of the meet-
ing, Kerry Fritz was sworn in as an 
appointed Trustee for the Village 
Board of Trustees by Clerk Dawn 
Bennett.
The meeting was called to order 

at 7:03 p.m. by Chairperson Denise 
Koso.
She called attention to the Open 

Meetings Act posted on the wall.
ROLL CALL: Present: Cody 

Bahr, Kerry Fritz, Denise Koso, 
Herman McAdams. Absent: Lois 
Miller.
Clerk Dawn Bennett was also 

present.
GUESTS: Lukas and Brenda 

Fritz, Terry Cummins
MINUTES: Motion by Koso, sec-

ond by Bahr to approve, all Trust-
ees present voting YEA.
AGENDA: Motion by Koso, sec-

ond by McAdams to approve, all 
Trustees present voting YEA.
TREASURER’S REPORT: Mo-

tion by Bahr, second by McAdams 
to approve, all Trustees present 
voting YEA.
JANUARY 2025 CLAIMS: Mo-

tion by Koso, second by Fritz to 
approve, all Trustees present vot-
ing YEA.
All claims were verified and 

checked over by Chairperson Koso.
COMMUNICATIONS:
1. There were no January 2025 

Shut off notices.
2. A copy of the Land Bank Min-

utes was presented to board mem-
bers for their review.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS:
1. COMMITTEE REPORTS: 

General: 1) Window replacement 
bids for the Community Center 
were reviewed and discussion held 
on the options available. These will 
be reviewed at the next regular 
meeting after more information is 
obtained. 2) The new LED bulbs 
for the Community Center are in 
and need installed. STREETS: A 
discussion was held on some of the 
old Christmas lights in storage and 
to give them away to an interested 
party. Water: None. Sewer: 1) It 
was reported that PeopleService 
will replace the pump at the la-
goon. 2) An update on the lagoon 
non-compliance schedule from the 
Nebraska Department of Environ-
ment and Energy was given. 3) The 
steps to hire an engineering firm 
for evaluation of the wastewater 
system was given. Cemetery: The 
entrance sign should be installed in 
the next couple of months. Parks: 
The Mini-park mural and swing set 
painting still needs done and will 
be discussed after the weather is 
warmer.
2. WATER HOOK UP AT CO-

CHRAN PROPERTY: Still not 
finished.
3. NUISANCE/UNSAFE PROP-

ERTIES & WEED NOTICES: 
Koso updated the Board that she 
has tried to contact the homeown-
er but cannot get ahold of the res-
ident. Clerk will contact the party 
involved and see if they will meet 
at the Hall to discuss the situation 
and the consequences of not oblig-
ing with the Notice that was sent.
Miller arrived at 7:33 p.m.
NEW BUSINESS:
1. TRACTOR TIRE REPLACE-

MENT: Bahr reported that he will 
have Harmon’s check the tires on 
the town tractor and see if they 
need replaced or are repairable.
2. OFFICE CHAIR & FLOOR 

MAT: A motion was made by Bahr 
and second by Fritz to replace the 
office chair and floor mat in the 
Town Hall. All Trustees present 
voting YEA.
RESOLUTIONS & ORDINANC-

ES:
ORDINANCE 2025-100 – Sec-

ond Reading – “ADOPTING THE 
NEBRASKA BASIC CODE OF 
ORDINANCES” was read by 
Bahr. A motion was made by Bahr 
and second by Miller to pass the 
second reading. All Trustees pres-
ent voting YEA.
Motion by Bahr and second by 

McAdams to adjourn the meeting 
at 8:25 p.m. and all Trustees pres-
ent voting YEA.

Meeting adjourned.
Dawn Bennett, Verdon Clerk

The One & Six Year Highway and 
Street Improvement Public Hear-
ing will be held on February 5, 
2025 at 7:00 p.m. followed by the 
regular Verdon Board meeting at 
the Village Hall.

VILLAGE OF VERDON 
DEC. 2024 CLAIMS PAID

EFTPS EX......................... $296.08
People Service SE...........$1,660.93
Verdon Library EX...............$25.00
R.C.R.W.D. # 2 SU........ $1,195.60
Seneca Sanitation Service, Inc. 
   SE................................ $1,474.00
S.N.C. SE ............................$92.39
Nebraska Public Health SE...$15.00
Richardson County Clerk 
   EX.................................. $100.00
ABK Fire & Safety, LLC 
  SE ....................................$160.00
Kawres SU ........................$130.00
Stateline Propane Services 
  EX ...................................$118.40
Falls City Journal EX.......... $36.72
Davis PHE, LLC SE......... $359.30
Dawn Bennett RE............. $300.00
Dawn Bennett SE.............. $200.00
Farm & City Supply SU.... $188.35
Richardson Co Sheriff SE... $52.80
NPPD EX.......................... $921.56
OPPD EX.......................... $126.98
Outdoor Recreation Products 
  EX.............................. $34,055.00
Dawn Bennett SA........... $1,079.03
EX=EXENSE, FE=FEE, 
MI=MILEAGE, RE=REIM-
BURSEMENT, SA=SALARY, 
SE=SERVICE, SU=SUPPLIES

DAWN BENNETT, 
VERDON CLERK

ZNEZ

Village of 
Verdon

Cards of 
Thanks

  I’d like to thank all the nurse’s, 
CNA’s, PT/OT at Communi-
ty Medical Center for the out-
standing care during my two 
month hospitalization. To Dr. 
Nagengast and everyone at 
Bryan East when I had my sur-
gery, and then returned to CMC 
for skilled care. To Dr. Allan W. 
Tramp MD for your outstanding 
medical expertise as always. 
You are absolutely the best of 
the best in every aspect of your 
life. To Father Meysenburg and 
Father Hile for your daily visits 
and prayers at a very dark time. 
To Shirley Kelsay and Amanda 
for coming to Lincoln and get-
ting me and returning me back 
to CMC. To the Falls City Vol-
unteer Ambulance for taking 
me to Lincoln. And to Linda 
and Dennis Meyer. There are no 
words to “Thank You: for doing 
absolutely “everything.” You 
are the BEST. God Richly Bless 
each and every one of you. 

Mike G. Frederick
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2024 EDGE ANNUAL REPORT

Mid-America Rail Campus
Located two miles south of Falls 
City along the Kansas state line and 
east of Hwy 73 along the Union 
Pacific rail are 1,017 acres secured 
through option agreements for 
development opportunities. The 
options, secured by Falls City EDGE 
with landowners, have been in place for more than five years. 
Within the last two years, it was decided to market the site to 
companies exploring emerging biofuel technologies that utilize 
corn and soybeans as feedstock. In an effort to decarbonize 
global production systems to meet corporate carbon intensity 
score goals, many companies have been successful proving 
proof of concept to minimize usage of fossil fuels. Some of 
these markets include sustainable aviation fuel, biodiesel 
processing, bio-polypropylene production, and other forms 
of energy generation using agriculture residues. 

On August 9th in Kearney at the  
Ag and Economic Development Summit, 
Governor Pillen announced his Nebraska 
BioEconomy Initiative to elevate 
Nebraska’s economic capability, 
revitalize rural communities, protect 

family farms, spur investment in rural infrastructure, and 
transform the products, services, technologies and production our 
country is demanding for a fully resilient future. The Nebraska 

BioEconomy will safeguard the United States, enhance U.S. 
food systems, revitalize rural America, and create a decar-
bonized future for the United States and the world while  
protecting our four most precious resources: people, crops, 
water, and livestock.

On November 5th, Citroniq Chemicals 
LLC announced a partnership with 
Falls City EDGE to locate at the 
Mid-America Rail Campus for one of 
their bio-based production facilities. 

Citroniq will transform ethanol produced from Nebraska corn 
into bio-based polypropylene, reducing the reliance on 
petroleum-based production while driving additional revenue 
to Nebraska’s farms and rural communities. The plant is 
expected to be operational in 2029. ■

FALLS CITY ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT & GROWTH ENTERPRISE, INC. (EDGE)
1705 Stone Street Falls City, NE 68355 | Phone: 402-245-2105 | Director@FallsCityEdge.com

Communities LEAP Grant Awarded from  
Department of Energy

Falls City EDGE was one of 
thirty energy-burdened 
communities awarded the 
Communities LEAP (Local 

Energy Action Program) Cohort 2 grant though the DoE’s 
National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL) to address 
economic impacts from historical reliance on fossil fuels to 
build community-driven action plans for clean energy-related 
economic development. Falls City’s application was two-fold 
as we work to implement solutions for the electrical infra-
structure in far-Southeast Nebraska and the development of 
the Mid-America Rail Campus which is designed to attract 
companies interested in reducing their carbon footprint with 
new technologies and production practices.

The grant includes 18 months of Technical Assistance from 
experts in the renewables field that are assisting with a 
cost-benefit analysis of potential community solar infrastruc-
ture that could offset peak electrical use with the goal of cost 
savings to rate payers’ monthly invoices. The cost-benefit 
analysis report will be instrumental in applying for future 
grants to offset the cost of solar installation. The grant also 
includes a $50,000 award which is being used for engineering 
cost of opinion to build a secondary transmission line into 
Falls City to power the Mid-America Rail Campus and to 
support the Nebraska BioEconomy Initiative. This study will 
assist elected officials in deciding the best-possible option for 
transmission infrastructure into Falls City and use of the 
$15,000,000 grant allotted by the Nebraska 
Legislature in the Spring of 2022. For more 
info on the project, you can read this article 
from the American Public Power Association 
featuring Falls City. ■

Falls City Recognized as Economic  
Development Certified Community

In an effort to better position communities for development 
opportunities, the Nebraska Diplomats recognizes communities 
that display a preparedness for economic development and a 
desire for growth. Becoming certified signifies to employers 
and potential newcomers that these communities have the 
essential ingredients for economic opportunity and a great 
quality of life. Falls City was first recognized in 2009 and has 
successfully recertified in 2014, 2019, and now 2024. Successful 
applicants must demonstrate a high level of economic proactivity 
and a readiness to succeed. Each applicant is evaluated on 
program standards related to elements like local preparedness, 
support for business growth, organization and partnerships, 
well-identified targets and/or markets, infrastructure, local 
financing and business assistance, and available information 
on existing sites and/or buildings. ■
Full press release may be viewed on EDGE website under NEWS tab

Hospital Opens Community Kids Center
With the need to grow 
childcare capacity and 
impending closure of Falls 

City’s largest facility, Community Medical Center was issued the 
proper certificate and assumed operations of the Sacred Heart 
Childcare Center at 18th and Fulton. Expanding childcare options 
for working families is part of EDGE’s strategic plan and main-
taining current facility operations was critical for the community. 

Without childcare 
services, parents are 
forced to stay home or 
move out of the 
community resulting 
in reduced workforce 
and decreased 
community services.

Expert childcare providers met at Falls City High School in 
April to offer education and answer questions from those 
interested in offering in-home childcare services. The engage-
ment session was supported by Nebraska Children’s Commu-
nities for Kids, Falls City Sixpence, Falls City Public Schools, 
Corncat Entertainment, the Chamber of Commerce, and EDGE.

Falls City EDGE also co-hosted a Town Hall in August with 
District 1 Legislative candidates, Dennis Schaardt and Bob 
Hallstrom. The event was held in Auburn and focused on 
childcare service needs in far-Southeast Nebraska and 
provided attendees an opportunity to ask questions. ■

Land Bank Acquires Properties  
Abandoned by Private Market

The Southeast 
Nebraska Land Bank 
meets at City Hall on 
the second Thursday 
of the month at noon. 
The mission is to revitalize interior dilapidated neighbor-
hoods and bring tax-delinquent properties back to a product 
revenue-producing position. An online listing of available 
properties is available on the EDGE website. The Land Bank 
could be motivated to offer these properties at no cost to 
developers wishing to create workforce housing in Verdon and 
Falls City. The Land Bank currently owns 7 Falls City properties, 
many of which are strategically located between downtown 
and the schools. Falls City and Verdon were the first commu-
nities to create a regional land bank in the State of Nebraska 
on August 7, 2023. Since then, about 3 or 4 have been created 
and leadership teams from each land bank meet quarterly to 
compare strategies and discuss objectives. Although not 
affiliated, the EDGE Board approved offering their executive 
director’s services at no charge to be the land bank’s director. 
This quasi-governmental entity is a 501(c)(3) non-profit and 
provides a vehicle to revitalize our interior neighborhoods. ■

House to be Built with Rural Workforce 
Housing Funds

After two years of 
planning, the City  
of Falls City, in 
partnership with 
EDGE and the 
Housing Board, 
will build a 

4-bedroom 2-bathroom house with extended-length 2-car 
garage and 1,662 sq. ft. of finished living space. The Housing 
Board was instrumental in choosing a preferred floor plan that 
can fit on 75-foot-wide lots throughout Falls City. Construction 
of the property at 1612 Fulton will be managed by Southeast 
Nebraska Development District who manages the grant funds. 
EDGE is working closely with the general contractor, SEND 
Contracting, to hire as many local sub-contractors as possible. 
The house will have an open concept kitchen on the main level 
with two bedrooms, living room, and one bath in the basement. 
The list price is expected to be around $330,000 and available 
in the Fall of 2025. Potential buyers interested in purchasing 
and customizing the house are encouraged to contact EDGE. 
The goal is to sell the house for what it’s constructed, minimizing 
private market profits and added coststo buyers, to build one 
new house each year. The goal is to utilize this program to 
assist revitalization of our interior neighborhoods. ■

Wilderness Falls 3 Opens

After 3 years of planning, 16 units at Wilderness Falls opened 
for seniors 55+ that meet income level requirements. An open 
house was held on June 13th and the units were all filled 
within just a few months. On August 16th, a ribbon cutting 
was held to thank all of our partners: City of Falls City, Excel 
Development Group, Forten Building Group, Nebraska 
Investment Finance Authority, Nebraska Department of 
Economic Development, Marble Cliff Capital, Advantage 
Capital, Horizon Bank, REGA Engineering, and Midwest 
Housing Initiatives. ■

Asset Modernization 
Grant & Small Business 
Gap Financing Programs

Falls City EDGE has established the Richardson County Asset 
Modernization Initiative, offering modernization resources to 
for-profit Richardson County businesses, including but not 
limited to, manufacturers and agricultural/food product 
processors. The initiative is intended to stimulate moderniza-
tion of assets by county businesses that are members of EDGE 
or Chamber of Commerce. 

The Small Business Gap Financing Fund is designed to assist 
small and start-up businesses with additional funding not 
provided by a local bank. Interested parties will have prepared 
a business plan for access to low-interest loans that can be 
paid back monthly over as many as five years.

Visit the Incentives page under the Location Advantages 
category on the EDGE website for more information. State 
incentives are also listed on this web page. ■

USDA Grant for BDO Zone 
Issues Falls City ‘A’ Rating
We are pleased to announce the issue 
of an investment-grade Bioeconomy 

Development Opportunity (BDO) Zone ‘A’ Rating for Falls City, 
Nebraska. Falls City’s BDO Zone rating for 600,000 bone dry 
tons per year of corn stover is the first rating in the state of 
Nebraska and extends a 75-mi drive-distance from the center 
point in Falls City, NE. The ‘A’ rating confirms Richardson 
County, Nebraska as the home of consistent and productive 
corn yields and adds value to the agriculture industry that 
drives our local economy. Falls City’s Mid-America Rail 
Campus is positioned to lead the way for bioeconomy 
investments to support our local family farms, create careers 
and prosperity for our working families, and capitalize on our 
land, rail, river, and air transportation assets. Nebraska is 
home to the agricultural resources necessary for the next 
chapter of bioeconomy investments. ■

Dollar Fresh Market Roger Kiekhaefer Don Coupe

Investor of the Year Wall of Fame


