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Journal holiday deadlines, print schedule and hours
The deadline for the December 24, 2024, paper 

will be Thursday, December 19 at 10:00 a.m. The 
paper will be sent off early for print, so please plan 
accordingly. 
The office will be closed on Tuesday, December 

24 and Wednesday, December 25. The deadline 
for the December 31, 2024, paper will be Thurs-
day, December 26 by 9:00 p.m. via email to Nikki 
or Brian (see Page 2). The paper will be sent off 
early for print, so please plan accordingly. 
The office will be closed on Tuesday, December 

31, and remain closed through the week. The staff 
will be working from home and on the road, but 
will accept ads and information via email. The 
deadline for the January 8 paper will be Thursday, 
January 2 by 3:00 p.m. Some late ads may be ac-
cepted via email to Nikki or Brian if sent by Sun-

day morning. Please plan ahead. 
The Journal office will operate on a “flex sched-

ule,” for the foreseeable future outside of holidays. 
Sometimes the office may need to close if staff 

needs to be away for appointments, meetings or 
events or we step away for periods of time in the 
morning or afternoon and return later. Brian and 
Nikki are accessible most nights and weekends via 
email. Please see page two for email addresses for 
staff.
The dropbox in our entryway will be monitored 

closely for any advertising, subscriptions and in-
formation you wish to place in the paper. Please 
feel free to place things there for us to pick-up 
when we return to the office. 
We appreciate your understanding at this time 

and hope to return to regular hours in the future.

St. Joseph is set to transform 
its commitment to communi-
ty wellness with the opening 
of inspireU, a Children’s Dis-
covery Center December 26, 
2024. This state-of-the-art fa-
cility is dedicated to fostering 
physical health, mental well-
ness, and educational enrich-
ment. This initiative aligns 
with the St. Joseph Cham-
ber of Commerce’s Imagine 
St. Joseph 2040 plan, aimed 
at investing in people, en-
hancing the quality of life, 
and driving prosperity in the 
community.

Building a 
Healthier Future: 

St. Joe, MO 
unveils Children’s 
Discovery Center 

to promote 
community 

wellness and 
economic vitality

Falls City Public ESports League of 
Legends Team runner-up at NSESA State

L-R: Dustin Stilen, Ethan Boatright, Peyton Brown, Collin Roberts, Kamdyn Huppert, Royce Capek.

The City Council met for its regularly scheduled 
meeting on Monday, December 2, 2024, at the 
Council Chambers in City Hall.
In the City Administrator’s report, Anthony 

Nussbaum extended a thank you to all the outgo-
ing members of the Council.
Once the consent agenda was approved, the 

meeting was temporarily adjourned. At that point, 
Council members Amber Holle and Carla Rhodd 
left their chairs. Outgoing Council members Kay-
lie Ractliffe and James Wisdom were absent.
Administrator Nussbaum then gave the newly 

elected members of the Council the oath of office. 
Frank Killingsworth filled the vacancy in the first 
ward; the second ward winner in the election was 
Kenny Killingsworth; the third ward was filled by 
Sara Ruiz and the fourth ward by Josh Kaster.
In the first action of the evening, Council member 

Derrick Leyden was named the President of the 
City Council, and Joe Buckminster was elected as 
Acting President.
Mayor Harkendorff and City Administrator 

Nussbaum were appointed to the EDGE Board of 
Directors. Nussbaum was also appointed as City 
Administrator/Clerk/Treasurer.
Jameson Baker was appointed as Chief of Police 

and Blake Buckminster was named as Building 
Inspector.
Michael Dunn of Halbert, Dunn and Halbert Law 

Firm was appointed City Attorney. Matt Beer was 
named Fire Chief, Jon McQueen was named First 
Assistant Chief, and Tim Daniels was appointed 
Second Assistant Fire Chief.

The Board voted to reschedule meetings that 
conflicted with the Calendar Year 2025 Holidays. 
The meeting on Martin Luther King Day, Monday, 
January 20, will be moved to Tuesday, January 
21. The meeting scheduled for President’s Day, 
Monday, February 17, will be moved to Tuesday, 
February 18. The meeting on Labor Day will be 
rescheduled for Wednesday, September 3.
The Board reviewed the frequency of pay for 

elected officials. Currently, members are paid 
$1,050 quarterly. After a discussion, it was moved 
to pay officials monthly.
The Council voted to approve the resolution to 

adopt the 2025-2030 One—and Six-Year Street 
Improvement Plan. The One-Year Street Improve-
ment Plan for 2025 includes five projects and a 
total of twelve blocks of street paving. The cost 
for the City is estimated at $707,000. The twen-
ty-two projects on the Six-Year Improvement 
Plan for 2025-2030 include approximately 80 
blocks of paving, with the City’s cost estimated at 
$13,191,000. 
Councilperson Buckminster made a motion to 

move project M-282-86 to the One-Year Plan. The 
area in question is from 25th and Harlan Street to 
25th and Barada Street. The amendment passed on 
an 8-0 vote. A second amendment was passed to 
move project No. M-282-67 from the One-Year 
Plan to the Six-Year Plan. Project No. M-282-67 
includes Fulton Street from Hwy 73 to the east 
and then north, approximately 610’. A motion to 
approve the One-and Six-Year Street plan passed 
8-0.

The regular meeting of the 
Richardson County Board of 
Commissioners was called to 
order by Chairman Caverza-
gie at 9:00 a.m. on Wednes-
day, December 4, 2024.  Roll 
call was answered by Karas, 
Sickel and Caverzagie. 
Highway Superintendent, 

Steve Darveau, Jr. updated the 
Board on the routine main-
tenance being done on the 
county roads.    
Sheriff Hardesty updated the 

Board on the routine business 
within the Law Enforcement 
Center this past week. Hard-
esty reported that there are 11 
inmates currently being held 
in the jail.
A report on the activity done 

during the Click It Ticket 
grant period, November 23rd 
through December 1st was 
presented.  There were 338 
traffic stops (333 proactive 
and five driving complaints; 
91 not on Hwy 75, 247 on 
Hwy 75),  120 citations (118 
proactive and two driving 
complaints; 55 for speed, 
one for careless driving and 
12 for seat belts including 
five for child restraints), nine

FRI., DEC. 13
5:30PM: Winter Soup Supper at FC 
Nursing & Rehab.
SAT., DEC. 14
9:30AM: Farm Auction at 64295 705 
Rd., Salem.
SUN., DEC. 15
Noon - 4PM: Sunday Fun Day in 
Downtown Falls City.
2:00PM: Annual Christmas Carol 
Sing at FUMC.
WED., DEC. 18
6:00PM: Citroniq Community En-
gagement Session at FC HS gym
THURS., DEC. 19
9AM-4PM: Frontier Bank Open 
House
TUES., DEC. 24
6:30PM: Prairie Union Baptist 
Church Christmas Eve Candlelight 
Service

The Post Office has a new 
phone number. Check ad 

inside for details!

JOURNAL DEADLINES
December 24 paper:

Deadline December 19 by 10AM.
December 31 paper: 

Deadline Thursday, December 26 
by 9:00PM.

January 8 paper:
Deadline Thursday, January 2

by 3:00PM. Via email.
For more information on the 
events listed above, look for the 
ad in this paper. 
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: SPORTS

DOWN
1. Boatload
2. Riyadh native
3. *Collegiate sports grp.
4. Topeka native
5. Not urban
6. Short poems of pastoral life
7. *Hockey score
8. *Powerful shot in hockey
9. 11th letter of Roman alphabet, pl.
10. Elvis’ “____ Now or Never”
12. White and black stork
13. Glorify
14. *Gully and deep mid wicket 
sport
19. Foe
22. Fish eggs
23. Corrodes
24. Heep of “David Copperfield”
25. Preface
26. Scheme
27. Mr. T’s TV show “The ____”
28. Olden days constipation treat-
ment
29. *Bag of nails and baby ton sport
32. *Eagle and mulligan sport
33. African migrator
36. *Turkey and split sport
38. Woody perennial
40. Chlorofluorocarbon, abbr.
41. He gets a flag?
44. Reprieve in a desert
46. Not light-transmitting
48. Dots and dashes code
49. Did like goo
50. Women’s underskirt
51. Plural of cow, arch.
52. *Sports transgression
53. Plucked string instrument
54. Pinocchio, e.g.
55. Type of undergarment
58. Olden day “your”

ACROSS
1.Combat vehicle
5. Semi
8. *Biathlon gear, sing.
11. Keiko of “Free Willy”
12. *Ashi Waza and jugodi sport
13. Audienceís approval
15. Tandoori bread
16. Ned Stark’s daughter, “Game of 
Thrones”
17. Rˆntgen beams
18. *Warning track sport
20. Monetary “thank you,” pl.
21. Indigo dye shrubs
22. “Arabian Nights” bird
23. Destroyer
26. Danced to certain Polish music
30. Crematorium container
31. One without magic powers in 
Harry Potter stories
34. Largest volcano in Europe
35. Do nothing (2 words)
37. Singer Yoko
38. Be at the helm
39. Tropical tuber
40. *Player who delivers in a cru-
cial sports moment
42. Recipe qty.
43. Display proudly (2 words)
45. Smells
47. Lake, in France
48. Clean a spill (2 words)
50. #8 Across, pl.
52. *Cornerback and direct snap 
sport
55. Russian pancake
56. Pasta option
57. Go cold turkey
59. *Reward for multiple sports 
championships, pl.
60. “Breaking Bad” victim
61. The Beehive State
62. King Kong, e.g.
63. Type of lightbulb, acr.
64. Spooky

“Sez-I” LetterS to the edItor
We always welcome and encourage letters to the editor “Sez-I’s.”  All letters sent to the Falls City 

Journal must include the authors full name, address and phone number for verification. 
We reserve the right to edit factual errors or not publish letters we believe to be in poor taste, libel-

ous, advertisements or not deemed fit for publication. Form letters or spam will not be published. 
Letters may be emailed to nikki@fcjournal.net or mailed to the Editor at 1709 Stone Street, Falls City, 

NE 68355.

 Page 2  •  Wednesday, december 11, 2024                             Falls city JournalopInIonS and edItorIaLS

All things Nebraska
‘Pheasant envy’ 

confounds Huskers 
as hunters 

stream north
By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior 
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner
We’ve all had our fill of po-

litical news. So I thought that 
this week, we’d delve into a 
topic that’s equally as timely – 
pheasant hunting.
I’ve spent a fair amount of 

time in pursuit of the ring-
necked bird, and recently trav-
eled to South Dakota – the 
self-proclaimed “Pheasant 
Capital of the World” – to try 
my luck with my trusty Vizs-
la, “Gunnar,” and a couple of 
buddies.
If you’ve ever traveled to our 

northern neighbor this time of 
year, you’ll see dozens upon 
dozens of guys (and a few gals) 
in hunter-orange garb tromp-
ing through the grasslands and 
marshes of the Mount Rush-
more State.
There are hunting lodges 

aplenty along the highways of 
central and eastern South Da-
kota catering to out-of-state 
visitors. And the local motels 
and restaurants are filled with 
dozens of hunters.
And they spend money, cre-

ating an estimated economic 
impact of $281 million, ac-
cording to South Dakota game 
officials. More than 120,000 
orange-clad pheasant hunters 
descend on that state each year.
It’s created a healthy amount 

of “pheasant envy” from us 
Cornhuskers who remem-
ber the days when dozens of 
local towns hosted “hunters 
breakfasts” on opening day 
and when out-of-state visitors 
steered our way to hunt pheas-
ants.
But times have changed. 
Bird numbers peaked in Ne-

braska in the 1960s due to a 
federal “soil bank” program 
that paid farmers to idle crop-
lands. But the program ended, 
and bird numbers have been 
steadily dropping since. 
There was a slight comeback 

in the mid-80s after the Con-
servation Reserve Program 
(CRP) was launched to pay 
landowners to set-aside land 
and plant native-grass habitat 
in which pheasants thrive. But 
the decline has slowly contin-
ued.
The main problem, biologists 

tell us, is that Nebraska has lost 
a lot of its prime habitat for the 
birds. 
Fence rows have been torn 

out, marshes drained and ra-
vines and grass waterways 
plowed under, so fewer places 
to nest, raise young and hide 
from predators. (You can’t 
blame farmers, who fight a few 
headwinds (low prices, high 
input costs and those gosh-
darn property taxes) in trying 
to make a buck.
If there’s proper grasslands 

for the birds to nest, and 
weather conditions cooperate 
(not too wet in the spring, not 
too harsh in the winter) you’ll 
have pheasants, biologists tell 
us. I have seen this happen first 
hand.
What I’ve also seen are some 

things I think South Dakota 
does to make it a nicer destina-
tion for hunters.
For one, South Dakota 

doesn’t allow hunting to start 
until 10 a.m., where in Nebras-
ka, shooting begins 30 minutes 
before sunrise.
That later start allows visitors 

up north to socialize later at 
night, and sleep in a bit in the 
morning. That translates into 
more time to spend money at 
the local steakhouse or tavern 
and time for breakfast at the lo-
cal cafe. Most hunters, at least 
those in my age group, are 
visiting for the social aspect 
of hunting – hanging out with 
buddies. 
In South Dakota, they allow 

hunting in the roadside ditches, 
which opens up a lot of extra 
land to hunt. The inability to 
find a place to hunt makes a lot 
of hunters hang up their shot-
guns.  
I’ve often wondered why we 

can’t legalize bird hunting in 
ditches on minimum main-
tenance roads in Nebraska? 
Those roads get little traffic, 
and are typically far from any 
residence or livestock facility. 
Allowing hunting there, and 
maybe planting some good 
habitat, would open up more 
land to chase birds.
To be fair, South Dakota has 

some advantages we don’t. 
Land is cheaper up there, so 
it’s easier to allow a marsh 
filled with cattails (excellent 
pheasant habitat) to remain. 
The Nebraska Game and 

Parks Commission isn’t giv-
ing up, and every so often, 
state legislators take a stab at 
increasing pheasant numbers. 
In 2017, Game and Parks 
launched the Berggren Plan to 
improve pheasant habitat and 
open up more land to public 
access in targeted sections of 
the state. The plan has shown 
some success. 
But the CRP program, which 

has helped maintain pheasant 
populations in Nebraska and 
across the country, is under 
threat. Project 2025, a play-
book for changes in federal 
program from the conservative 
Heritage Foundation, calls for 
eliminating the CRP program 
and other farm programs. 
If that happened, it would 

certainly set back the pheasant 
dreams in our state. 
But that might give us more 

time to ponder the really big 
questions confronting the uni-
verse, such as whether Nebras-
ka football captains need to 
shake the hands of their oppo-
nent during the coin toss pre-
ceding a game?

Paul Hammel has covered the Ne-
braska state government and the state 
for decades. He retired in April as se-
nior contributor with the Nebraska 
Examiner. He was previously with the 
Omaha World-Herald, Lincoln Jour-
nal Star and Omaha Sun.  A native of 
Ralston, Nebraska, he loves traveling 
and writing about the state.

Protecting Children 
from Online Harms

By Christina Young, Director for the Center for the Prevention 
of Child Maltreatment

With the rapid rise in internet use among children, the dangers 
of online exploitation have grown alarmingly. Children’s access 
to the internet has become nearly ubiquitous, especially follow-
ing the COVID-19 pandemic. Remote learning, online gaming, 
and social media are now integral to daily life, meaning more 
children, even preschool-age children, are regularly online, of-
ten unsupervised and unprotected. This new reality demands 
that we consider not only physical safety for our children, but 
also the dangers they are facing online.

The Scope of the Issue: In 2022, the National Center for Miss-
ing & Exploited Children received almost 32 million reports of 
suspected child sexual abuse materials (CSAM), representing 
88.3 million files. In 2023, more than 100 million such files 
were reported. There has also been an increase in “self-gener-
ated” content (children taking pictures of themselves and shar-
ing it with others online), involving children as young as seven, 
shows how manipulation and grooming by online predators are 
impacting younger children.

Another concern is how easily children can access harmful 
content—often unintentionally. One study found that 15% of 
children encounter pornographic material before age 10, often 
due to algorithms or suggested content. This early exposure to 
harmful content can initiate a cycle of curiosity and risky be-
havior online. Over time, children can become desensitized and 
seek more extreme material, a phenomenon known as “content 
escalation.” This can distort their understanding of healthy rela-
tionships and boundaries which could lead to long-term psycho-
logical and social risks that complicate their ability to form safe, 
meaningful connections.

Understanding Risk Factors: Every time a child accesses the 
internet, they face potential risks. Children with low self-esteem, 
developmental challenges, or mental health struggles are partic-
ularly vulnerable to manipulation. Sensation-seeking behaviors 
and inadequate supervision heighten this risk, as children ven-
ture into digital spaces that leave them exposed to harm. 

How Technology Compounds the Problem: Artificial intel-
ligence (AI) and social media are significant drivers of online 
exploitation. AI enables the creation of “deep fakes,” compli-
cating victim identification and creating new avenues for child 
exploitation. Meanwhile, social media algorithms frequently 
push harmful content to young users, and data privacy concerns 
remain largely unaddressed. Platforms designed for engagement 
can lead to addictive behaviors, making children even more vul-
nerable.

The Path Forward: What We Can Do: We have a shared re-
sponsibility to protect children. Here are essential steps we can 
take:

1. Legislative Advocacy: State and federal laws should require 
parental consent and enforce stricter age restrictions on content. 
Contacting legislators and advocating for child-centered online 
safety laws is vital.

2. Community Education: Parents, professionals, and policy-
makers must recognize the gravity of online risks. Education on 
privacy settings, content controls, and open dialogue with chil-
dren can empower families to create safer online spaces.

3. Utilize Available Resources: Many organizations provide 
resources and reporting mechanisms. Platforms like the South 
Dakota Center for the Prevention of Child Maltreatment offer 
information on preventing online child abuse. 

Protecting our children requires proactive steps from every 
part of our community. By remaining vigilant and informed, we 
can build a safer online environment and help our children nav-
igate the digital world with resilience and security.

For more information on protecting children from online 
harms, visit the South Dakota Center for the Prevention of Child 
Maltreatment’s website. Together, we can make a difference.

Christina Young has been an influential figure in the child welfare 
field for over a decade, dedicating her career to the well-being of 
children and families. She directed an in-home family services pro-
gram covering 30 western counties in Iowa, demonstrating her com-
mitment to community-based support. Christina has also served with 
a Single-Family Office and as COO of a mid-sized, mid-western law 
firm. Christina has a bachelor’s degree in psychology and a master’s 
in human services administration. Follow The Prairie Doc® at www.
prairiedoc.org, Facebook, Instagram, Youtube and Threads. Prairie 
Doc Programming includes On Call with the Prairie Doc®, a medi-
cal Q&A show (most Thursdays at 7pm on streaming on Facebook), 
2 podcasts, and a Radio program (on SDPB), providing health infor-
mation based on science, built on trust.

Prairie Doc



(Continued from Page 1)
InspireU, a development led by Mosaic 
Life Care Foundation in collaboration 
with community leaders and stakehold-
ers, is designed to address key health and 
wellness trends identified in the Commu-
nity Health Needs Assessment (CHNA). 
These trends include rising mental health 
challenges among youth, concerns around 
physical health behaviors, and the need 
for increased engagement among young 
families.
This 50,000 to 65,000 square foot facili-

ty will feature 15-18 core exhibits, a roof-
top exploratorium, interactive play areas, 
and educational spaces aimed at children 
ages birth to 10. Through hands-on exhib-
its that encourage creativity, imagination, 
and physical activity, children and their 
families will learn essential principles of 
health, wellness, and community-build-
ing. By embedding mental and physical 
health messaging in every exhibit, in-
spireU provides a unique, proactive ap-
proach to supporting healthier lifestyles 
from an early age.
“The Children’s Discovery Center rep-

resents a transformative opportunity to 
promote health and vitality within St. 
Joseph, helping young families build 

lasting connections to our city,” said Mo-
saic Life Care Foundation. “By creating 
a space for experiential learning, we are 
investing in our community’s future and 
making St. Joseph a place where families 
want to live and grow.”
InspireU is expected to draw over 

60,000 visitors annually, providing a 
significant boost to the local economy 
and supporting downtown revitalization. 
Positioned within walking distance of 
shops, restaurants, and event spaces, in-
spireU will enhance the economic land-
scape of downtown St. Joseph while 
attracting and retaining young families 
seeking quality education and recreation 
for their children.  
About inspireU and Mosaic Life Care 

Foundation:: The Mosaic Life Care Foun-
dation is committed to innovative health 
care solutions that foster individual well-
ness, community vitality, and a robust lo-
cal economy. The Foundation’s mission 
includes addressing the social determi-
nants of health to create meaningful and 
lasting change for generations to come.
To plan your visit to inspireU, please 

visit inspireu.com. For more information 
about the Mosaic Foundation, please visit 
mlcfoundation.com. 
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Building a Healthier Future: St. Joe, MO 
unveils Children’s Discovery Center to promote 

community wellness and economic vitality

75 Years Ago, December 11, 1949 to December 17, 1949
A winter storm rolled eastward across the Midwest, bringing blizzard conditions to the 

upper Great Lakes region and left 51 persons dead.
According to a Johns Hopkins scientist, American research was making progress to-

ward a vaccine to ward off polio. Dr. Isabel Morgan told the 15th annual convention of 
the Associated Women of the American Farm Bureau Federation that monkeys had been 
vaccinated against the disease, indicating that a vaccine for humans could be in sight.

Approximately 400 persons attended an open house showing of two new bungalows 
located at 22nd and Schoenheit, which George W. Goldsmith owned.

John Steinbeck’s “The Red Pony,” featuring Myrna Loy and Robert Mitchum, was 
playing at the Oil City Theater.

Falls City hosted Hiawatha at the Prichard Auditorium. Admission for students was 25 
cents, while adults were charged 50 cents. The Tigers pulled away late for a 27-21 win. 
Frank Falloon scored ten points to lead FC.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles F. Chaney Jr. entertained 22 guests at a dinner at the Country 
Club. After the meal, the group spent hours dancing.

Miss Phylis Darveau and Leon O’Grady were united in marriage at eight o’clock on 
Saturday, December 10, at the Immaculate Conception Catholic Church in Rulo. Father 
Ralph Egan performed the single-ring ceremony.

Colina, a 7-year-old Holstein in Milton Bletscher’s herd, completed her lactation pe-
riod of 365 days with a record of 614 pounds of butterfat. According to the Richardson 
County Dairy Herd Improvement Association, producing 375 pounds during a lactation 
period was considered very good.

John Mosiman, Falls City’s veteran fire chief, was re-elected to that position at the an-
nual election of local volunteer fire department officers. Mr. Mosiman was first elected 
in 1911 and, with the exception of one year, had served continuously during that period.

A crowd of 600 attended the first performance of the Falls City Music League’s choral 
music program at the high school auditorium.

Mr. and Mrs. Charles Marsh of Salem observed their 58th wedding anniversary. The 
couple were completely surprised by the occasion.

The Falls City Elks Club distributed more than 40 food baskets to needy families in 
the area. Fred Zorn, chairman of the Christmas Basket Committee, said each basket 
contained enough food for a big Christmas dinner.

The Shubert Panthers whipped Verdon, 29-14, to open the season. Ed Vice had nine 
points to lead Shubert, while John Bowers had six for Verdon.

The Sunbeam Shavemaster, an ideal gift for dad, was on sale for $24.50 at Greene’s.
The Jolly Get Together Community Club of Stella met at the Mt. Hope School House 

with 35 in attendance. Mr. and Mrs. Lester Bergman and Mr. and Mrs. Clarence Hilgen-
feld were responsible for the program.

The Salem Bobcats breezed past the Rulo Eagles, 35-14, in action on the hardwood. 
Earl Resch and Jerry Martin scored a dozen points apiece for Salem, while Bill Camp-
bell paced Rulo with nine.

The “New” Flannagan’s Grill was opening at 1507 Harlan Street and advertised “Ne-
braska’s Best Hamburger Sandwiches” for 15 cents.

50 Years Ago, December 11, 1974 to December 17, 1974
Robert Smith of Auburn, serving as part-time County Superintendent of Schools, was 

rehired for another year by the Board of Commissioners with a salary of $4,700. Smith 
also served as the Nemaha County Superintendent of Schools.

Falls City’s Wastewater Facility was recognized by the Nebraska Water Pollution As-
sociation for Outstanding Operation. The plant was one of 21 in the state to receive the 
Scott Wilber Award for Excellence. Norman Carr, chief operator and Charles Grady, 
assistant operator, ran the plant. Approximately 627,000 gallons of raw sewage were 
pumped through the facility daily.

Sacred Heart cheerleaders for the winter included Karen Hutfles, Anita Santo, Sue 
Lantzy, Barb Kelly, Chris Cowan and Beth Huber.

Chaney Music Center advertised a 25” Magnavox Color Console TV for $549.95 and 
a Magnavox Deluxe Stereo FM/AM Radio/Phono/8-Track Console for $449.95.

Ann Ramsey of Dawson-Verdon High School won an expense-paid trip for two to the 
Rose Bowl in Pasadena. She earned the trip through magazine sales for the school. The 
package included two game tickets, airfare, motel accommodations, $120 in spending 
cash, a flight bag and a football.

Paul Phillips of Humboldt was elected President of the Richardson County Feeders and 
Breeders. Larry Weaver, Jr., was vice president, John Bangert was secretary-treasurer, 
and Jerry Duerfeldt, Lyle Fritz and Roger Wilhelm were new board members.

Falls City Mayor Dale Shaffer accepted the resignation of City Council member Vir-
ginia Tisdel at the Council meeting. Tisdel was elected to the fourth ward in May, be-
coming the first female to be elected to the Council.

A capacity crowd attended the annual Christmas concert in the Falls City High School 
auditorium. Mildred Appleoff and Jim Dickson directed the presentation.

Pictured on the Journal’s front page was Christi Deckinger, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. 
Fred Deckinger, sitting on the lap of Santa Claus at the Vets Club. Santa had left his 
sleigh and reindeer at the home of Ward Reesman.

25 Years Ago, December 11, 1999 to December 17, 1999
District 56 announced the purchase of three homes that bordered the Falls City High 

School parking lot. The houses were to be used as classrooms while the high school’s 
interior was being remodeled. The houses purchased included the Cox property at 1514 
Fulton, the Banks property at 719 E. 16th and the Vonderschmidt property at 713 E. 
16th.

For the second time in the 80+ year history of the Nebraska Association of School 
Board, the president would call Falls City home. Kathy Bartek, president of the District 
56 School Board, assumed leadership of the statewide organization at the state conven-
tion in Omaha.

The Tiger wrestling team earned a 34-31 win in a home dual over ACCHS, who was 
ranked No. 1 in their class in Kansas. Shane Vollmer provided the fireworks with a pin 
of DJ Bates in the final minute to give the Tigers the exciting win.

Humboldt Table-Rock’s Taylor Dunekacke went 17-20 from the free throw line to win 
the Knights of Columbus free throw contest in Falls City.

The Southeast Consolidated Mustangs improved to 3-0 with a 76-61 win over Pawnee 
City in Stella. Lance Going had 25 points, and Brent Shubert added 22 for the Mustangs 
in the win.

Alan Kreifels, a middle school student, sang “Star of Bethlehem” to much applause at 
the Community Carol Sing at Prichard Auditorium. Mildred Appleoff accompanied him.

Falls City High School sophomore Brooke Stitzer was selected to represent her school 
at the Hugh O’Brien Youth Leadership seminar in the summer.

Daniel Martin, a Falls City High School graduate, and Amy Hall, a Southeast Consoli-
dated graduate, earned degrees from the University of Nebraska at Kearney.

Jeff and Susan Findlay were the parents of a daughter, Elle Elizabeth, born at St. Eliz-
abeth Regional Medical Center in Lincoln.

Matt Mezger scored 30 points as the Humboldt-Table-Rock basketball team defeated 
Freeman 78-56.

Celeste Nolte, a May 1999 graduate of Peru St. College, returned to the school as an 
admissions counselor beginning on December 1.

Sheriff gives 
report of 

activity during 
grant period

(Continued from Page 1)
motorist assists, one acci-
dent, 13 arrests (12 proac-
tive and one driving com-
plaint; one for felony drug, 
one for DUI, six for driv-
ing suspended/revoked, 
five for warrants), and 
one missing person locat-
ed.  Deputies who worked 
during this grant period 
incurred overtime which 
is reimbursed to the Coun-
ty through the grant funds 
from the NE Department 
of Transportation.  
Brian Kirkendall, EMA 

Director requested au-
thorization to sell surplus 
cellular phones and acces-
sories through the social 
media sites.  
A motion was made and 

approved to authorize the 
sale of cellular phones and 
accessories that have been 
determined to be surplus 
and to ask that a report of 
such sale be made to the 
County Board.  
A motion was made and 

approved to allow the 
payment of all claims that 
were submitted during the 
meeting.   
Reports were approved 

for the following officials 
for fees collected during 
the month of November, 
2024: Mary L. Eickhoff, 
County Clerk, $92.00; 
Mary L. Eickhoff, Regis-
ter of Deeds, $22,405.00; 
Pam Scott, Clerk of Dist 
Court, $781.00.
The meeting was ad-

journed at 10:23 a.m. The 
Board will meet again on 
Wednesday, December 11, 
2024, at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Commissioner’s Meet-

ing Room, Courthouse, 
Falls City. The agenda is 

kept current at the County 
Clerk’s Office.  
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The Nebraska Public Service Commission (PSC) has 
approved an Order (C-5600) issuing the 2024-2025 Pre-
cision Agriculture Infrastructure Grant (PRO-AG) pro-
gram schedule and application materials.

Created through the Precision Agriculture Infrastructure 
Grant Act, the PRO-AG program paves the way for award-
ing grants annually to accelerate rural economic develop-
ment by helping to provide connectivity and supporting 
technology to farm sites in rural areas of Nebraska.

“We think there’s immense potential for innovative 
precision agriculture projects that could benefit from this 
funding opportunity,” said PSC Chair Dan Watermeier. 
“With over a million dollars available for the upcoming 
year, we encourage all eligible and interested parties to 
participate in the application process.”
The PRO-AG program is divided into two distinct sub-

programs: Connectivity, and Devices and Technology. 
Each subprogram is designed to fulfill a specific purpose. 
Applicants can submit multiple project proposals but 
must apply separately for each subprogram. Applications 
will be assessed individually. Each application will be 
considered on its own merits within the subprogram in 
which it is filed.
The available funding for the 2024-2025 fiscal year 

is $1,129,077.71. The amount will be divided equally 
among the two subprograms with $564,538.85 in grant 
funding available for each. To date, the Commission has 
awarded over $678,000 in funding through the PRO-AG 
grant program.

Commissioner Watermeier said, “The Precision Agricul-
ture Grant Act allows for a broad range of eligible uses. 
We encourage prospective applicants to explore new ways 
that precision agriculture can be used to promote ag pro-
ductivity in Nebraska.”

Application materials and a detailed program guide 
can be found on the Precision Agriculture Infrastruc-
ture Grant Program (PRO-AG) page of the PSC web-

PSC issues 2024-2025 
Pro-Ag Grant application 

and program schedule

November 24 through November 25 calls: four ambu-
lance/EMS calls, one motorist assist, one miscellaneous, 
one burn permit, one referred to another agency, two 911 
hang up/misdials, five 911 calls. 

November 25 through November 26 calls: three referred 
to another agency, one investigation, one traffic driving 
complaint, one information only, one accident, one tres-
passing, one animal call, one 911 hang up/misdial, two 
ambulance/EMS, one parking complaint, one suspicious 
person/vehicle, six 91 calls, six citations, one citation for 
no license on person, one citation for fail to use seat belt, 
one citation for animal at large second offence, one citation 
for dog unlicensed, one warning for plates not clear and 
visible. 

November 26 through November 27 calls: three referred 
to another agency, one burn permit, one HHS intake/re-
ferral, one truancy, one law enforcement assist, one 911 
hang up/misdial, one miscellaneous, one check welfare, 
one ambulance/EMS, four 911 calls, one citation for no 
proof of insurance, one citation for speeding, one citation 
for no valid registration, two warnings for speeding, one 
warning for no valid registration, one warning for traffic 
control violation. 

November 27 through November 28 calls: two miscel-
laneous, one fingerprint, one open door, two burn permits, 
two information only, one domestic disturbance, one sus-
picious person/vehicle, two warnings for improper/defec-
tive vehicle lighting. 

November 28 through November 29 calls: one check 
welfare, three ambulance/EMS, two 911 hang up/misdials, 
one animal call, one disturbance, one miscellaneous, one 
referred to another agency, two traffic/driving complaints, 
four 911 calls, two warnings for invalid registration, one 
warning for improper/defective vehicle lighting, one warn-
ing for fail to yield ROW, one citation for disturbing the 
pace, one citatino for traffic control violation. 

Falls City Police Department 
Calls and Statistics

GFWC/NFWC Stella Research Club
By Elizabeth S. Ketner, secretary
The GFWC/NFWC Stella Research Club met at the 

home of its president, Vicki Beilke, on November 18, 
2024.  She called the meeting to order, and Jan McMul-
len gave the opening prayer.  Everyone repeated the 
Pledge of Allegiance.  Secretary Elizabeth Ketner called 
roll, and nine members responded by donating items for 
the Child Saving Institute.  The minutes of the October 
21, 2024 meeting were read and approved.
Jackie Uhri gave the treasurers’ report.  She said 

she would be sending in the club’s portion of dues to 
NFWC.  Mrs. Ketner presented a bill for yearbooks.  
Mrs. McMullen made a motion to allow the bill, and it 
was seconded by Marian James.  All voted Aye.
Correspondence-  A card had previously been sent to 

Janet Kirkendall.  Mrs. Ketner had received notice of 
the Heritage Club’s upcoming Holiday of Trees on De-
cember 4th and 5th.  Mrs. Beilke and Mrs. Uhri may 
attend one of those days.
Cathy Donahoe gave the report on the Halloween cos-

tume contest on October 31st.  Eighteen children and 
two adults entered the contest.  The club had distributed 
posters to local families and that appeared to help with 
the attendance.  No fruit was given out at the contest, 
just candy.  The judges for the event were Pastor and 
Mrs. John States, and club member Cornette McFadden.
Christmas- those committee members are Mrs. Dona-

hoe, Mrs. James, and Mrs. Uhri.  They decided that San-
ta would visit Stella on December 14.  Mrs. Claus may 
be there if she is not busy elsewhere.
Newspaper clippings were collected for the club’s 

scrapbook.
Civic Improvement- The village will be planting a 

new Christmas tree soon, hopefully before Santa’s visit.  
Mrs. McMullen may decorate her downtown building 
with lights if the tree has not made its appearance.
Cards will be sent to former members Bonnie Mehlin, 

Jan Mason, Nancy Hall, and Mary Behrends.
Historian’s report by Mrs. Uhri-  She found mention 

of the Jennie June award, which is given for leadership 
in remembrance of Jennie June Crowley, who founded 
the GFWC in 1890.  Mrs. McMullen made a motion 
that Mrs. Beilke be nominated for her many roles of 
leadership in the town.  The motion was seconded by 
Beth Eickhoff, and eight voted Aye. (With Mrs. Beilke 
abstaining.)  The motion carried.
It was noted that the club will not pick up highway 

trash until spring, due to ongoing high-way work.
Mrs. Beilke reported that the Mississippi Valley Con-

ference will be held in Omaha in 2025.  Members were 
encouraged to attend.
President Beilke attended the state board meeting 

in Raymond recently and learned of up-coming club 
events.  She said that the state president’s project of col-
lecting gently used shoes is going well.  The shoes will 
eventually go to developing countries to be sold in thrift 
stores at reasonable prices.  Members can donate shoes 
to Mrs. Beilke until the NFWC convention in April.
The December 16 meeting will be at Mrs. Donahoe’s 

home, with Mrs. McFadden assisting.  Members are to 
bring a donation for SENCA, plus their gift exchange, 
and a love offering.
The meeting was adjourned.  Mrs. Ketner gave a Fed-

eration minute, telling of various club’s efforts in assist-
ing people.
Dr Sara Crook was introduced and gave her always in-

teresting look at the presidential election.  Guests for 
this were Charity Morgan and Rick McMullen.  A spir-
ited Q&A followed.
Refreshments were served by Mrs. Eickhoff and Mrs. 

Beilke.

Rev. Robin Blakemore, the Interim Regional Min-
ister for the Nebraska Region of the Christian Church 
(Disciples of Christ) will lead worship at Zion United 
Church of Christ and First Christian Church (Disciples 
of Christ) in Falls City on Sunday, December 15.  Rev. 
Blakemore is from Alabama.
She recently was called to the Nebraska Region.  The 

service at Zion will be at 9:00.  The service at First 
Christian will be at 10:45. Visitors will be welcome at 
both services.  The morning will conclude with a lunch 
at First Christian.

Rev. Robin Blakemore, to 
lead worship at Zion United 
Church of Christ and First 

Christian Church this weekend

By Senator Julie Slama
While putting away the last few empty boxes of Christ-

mas decorations and clearing the final remnants of 
Thanksgiving, it dawned on me that it was time to put 
pen to paper and compose my final newsletter to you. The 
last six years of serving as your state senator have been 
the privilege of a lifetime. We have stood together in the 
trenches to fight for Southeast Nebraska’s future at every 
level of government. You have watched me grow from a 
22-year-old law school student into a practicing attorney 
and married mother of (soon-to-be) two children. Many 
of you have known me for far longer than that and have 
offered me the grace to exist beyond the boot-high tod-
dler or high school athlete you might remember.
When I came home to Southeast Nebraska after attend-

ing college out-of-state, there were plenty of offers to 
make a good living elsewhere. The thought of leaving 
again never crossed my mind. Leaving where my heart 
and soul reside for four years was time enough- no job 
offer or sparkling promise of “bigger things” could draw 
me away from putting down roots here to give back and 
raise a family of my own. They still can’t. Of course, I 
had no idea what that commitment would look like at the 
time- but now, it’s easily the most important decision I 
ever made.
Representing our region in the Nebraska Legislature 

was an immense blessing. Every staffer who has come 
through my office knows the importance of serving ev-
ery single District 1 resident as a VIP. I have personally 
hosted at least a few official events in every community 
in District 1 (there are over forty, depending on the metric 
used) and attended other events in every community, too. 
The results over the last six years point towards a broad 
array of positive results for our region. We have cut mil-
lions in wasteful spending on a state level, invested re-
cord amounts in growing our rural economies, coordinat-
ed with the federal government to repair levies and fix our 
water and electrical infrastructure, cut red tape, protected 
liberties through massive wins like Constitutional Carry 
and pro-life measures, and ensured every student gradu-
ating from a Nebraska high school understands their civic 
responsibilities and has taken at least one course in finan-
cial literacy.
Everyone in Southeast Nebraska- whether we agree on 

all the issues or not- deserves to have a voice in govern-
ment. Everyone in Southeast Nebraska deserves to see 
positive results on their behalf in Lincoln- from protect-
ing liberties and cutting taxes to ensuring our rural econ-
omies have a chance to thrive. Everyone in Southeast 
Nebraska should expect their representative to walk into 
the Capitol during the session each morning as one of the 
first to come into the building, one of the last to leave at 
night, and fully prepared in between for every step along 
the way.
My prayer for each of you is for good health and that 

you never lose the expectation that our government ex-
ists to serve you, regardless of who you are or where you 
live in Southeast Nebraska. As for me? I’m going to take 
some time to enjoy this next chapter of working and rais-
ing a family in District 1. Motherhood and working as a 
lawyer are adventure enough for this moment. God seems 
to laugh whenever I try to tell him my plans, anyway.
My office remains fully staffed and ready to serve you 

until January 8, when my successor, Bob Hallstrom, will 
be sworn in. Senator-elect Hallstrom is a wonderful and 
competent person; he will represent us well in Lincoln. 
All District 1 files, casework, and contacts will be turned 
over to Senator-elect Hallstrom. Then, it will be off to the 
races on what promises to be a productive 2025 session.
Thank you, from the bottom of my heart, for allowing 

me to serve you. Please don’t be a stranger. God Bless. As 
always, I welcome your input on issues important to you. 
Follow along on my Facebook and Twitter pages, both 
entitled “Senator Julie Slama” for more updates, or con-
tact me directly at Senator Julie Slama, District 1 State 
Capitol, PO Box 94604, Lincoln, NE 68509-4604; tele-
phone 402-471-2733; email: jslama@leg.ne.gov.

One for the Road

Donna Bentley, 2606 Schoenheit St., Repair and 
Replace Roof, Rafters, Soffit and Facia, $35,000.00.

FARM AUCTION 
Saturday, Dec. 14th, 2024 

Starting Time: 9:30AM 
Located: 64295 705 Rd. • Salem, Ne 68433 

Owner: Bob Jones Partnersh ip Farms 402-801-1876

TRACTORS 
AC 185 diesel Wide Front, 3pt, Dual Hydr. 
JD 4230 Diesel Quad Range 3 Hydr. Outlets, weight 
bracket, good rubber, extra clean, cab heal/AC/Ra
dio 
Ford NAA Jubilee. 3pt, hydr, wide front, runs good-
loader fits tractor 
COMBINE 
JD 4400 Diesel cab heat, rear weights, clean, used 
this year 
JD 444 corn head 
JD 215 fiex platform 
JS 215 rigid platform 
Machinery • Misc & Shop 
lots of walnut & oak lumber all sizes. 

GUNS 
Remington Woodmaster Mod 7 42 30-06 cal 
with scope semi auto 
Remington Mod. 11-48 12ga semi auto 
Bountey Hunter 11 12ga SxS stage coach 
Mossberg 41 0ga pump rib barrel 3in 
Hatfield 410ga single shot, rib barrel new 
Noble Mod. 235-22cal pump 
Rossi Mod. 62-22cal pump 
TRUCK 
1984 Chevrolet C60 292 straight 6 4x2 
speed 16 foot grain box with stock racks, 
good rubber 63990 miles 

Complete listing & pies on our Facebook! 

FLESKOSKI AUCTION SERVICE 
MARK FLESKOSKI 402-245-7566 

BOB HOWARD 402-801-9431; JON KIRKENDALL 402-801-0660 

site. Applications for the 
2024-2025 program year 
open on December 13 and 
are due on or before Janu-
ary 17, 2025, at 5:00 p.m., 
(CT). Applications should 
be emailed to <psc.broad-
band@nebraska.gov>. 
Grants will be awarded by 
the end of April.

Charles Herbster, 1624 
Lane St., Install Genera-
tor; $2,000.00.
Charles Herbster, 2723 

Hiland St., Install Gen-
erator; $2,000.00.
David Goltz, 3110 Mc-

Lean St., Replace Roof; 
$18,799.00.
Anna Thompson, 1115 

Lane St., Replace Roof; 
$16,341.00.
Stephen Randall, 2103 

Lane St., Bathroom Re-
model; $8,000.00.
Ron Kelley, 1617 Ful-

ton St., Partially Replace 
Roof; $3,650.00.
Phillip Fischer, 719 E. 

12th St., Replace Roof; 
$10,000.00.
Sonia Schawang, 311 

W. 16th St., Replace 
Furnace; $4,000.00.



The Falls City Public Schools ESports Program’s 
League of Legends team finished as the runner-up at the 
Nebraska Schools ESports Association’s Fall State Tour-
nament on November 22. They defeated Thayer Central 
in their semifinal match, and then lost to the returning 
state champion, Scribner-Snyder Public Schools in the 
championship. The team finished with a record of 10-1.  

Three members of team, seniors Ethan Boatright and 
Dustin Stilen, along with junior Peyton Brown have 
qualified for the last three state tournaments, finishing 
4th in 2022, 3rd last year, and runner-up this year. Two 
others, eighth-graders Kamdyn Huppert and Collin Rob-
erts were on last year’s team, and new to the team this 
year was sophomore Royce Capek.

Coaches Kory Huppert and Nathaniel Syslo comment-
ed that, “This team put in a lot of hours grinding individ-
ually, with teammates, and together as a full team to get 
to this point. They’ve studied the game and its strategies 
to help them accomplish their goals, and they did this 
all while working hard in school, working at jobs when 
they weren’t in school, and while competing in other 
activities for our school. Four of our six varsity com-
petitors have been competing on our schools academic 
teams, at least one if not two other activities/athletics 
during the season, and push themselves as some of the 
top academic performers in their classes for Falls City 
Public Schools…and yeah, they play video games. Ac-
tually, they kick butt at video games and represent as 
some of the best we have at FCPS. We are very proud of 
all of our FCPS ESports competitors this season.”   

The team will lose seniors Ethan Boatright (mid laner) 
who will be attending college in Texas next year and 
working with his school’s esports coach to form their 
first LoL team. They also lose senior Dustin Stilen (top 
laner), who will be attending Highland CC next year and 
will get the opportunity to compete for their LoL team. 
The team will be returning Junior Peyton Brown, one of 
the state’s top junglers and players. They will also return 

two-time state qualifiers, eighth graders Kamdyn Hup-
pert (bottom laner) and Collin Roberts (top laner), along 
with sophomore Royce Capek (support). “We have a 
strong group of eager players coming up between those 
on our junior varsity and players coming up from our 
sixth grade club who look to help contribute next year 
and in the coming years,” commented Coach Huppert. 

The program also had one of their two Middle School 
Division Super Smash Bros teams, seventh-graders 
Liam Sutton and Noah Jacobs, place fourth at state. One 
of their two varsity Super Smash teams, freshmen Dea-
con Jacobs and Camden Jean, were one win shy of qual-
ifying for the state tournament this Fall.
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From the Journal Archives

Stone Street in Falls City, Nebraska looking north in an undated photo.

By Dr. Cindy Copich, CEO, Confidante
402-889-7702 - ccopich@gmail.com

In recent years we’ve been bombarded with dire warnings 
of a “teacher shortage.” A quick online search of “teacher 
shortage 2024” reveals an extensive list of reputable reports 
of school districts contending with both unfilled positions and 
dramatically fewer applicants.

Education leaders have scrambled to address the shortage 
through hiring incentives and sometimes questionable and 
ineffective state policy changes. Many states have lowered 
teaching standards to lure potential candidates into the class-
room faster. As K-12 policy analyst Paige Shoemaker DeMio 
wrote in msnbc.com, a reduction of qualifications to address 
shortages is misguided. She is correct!

Perhaps more effectively, some states have gone the in-
centive route, allocating funds to encourage paraeducators 
to become teachers, or have offered sizable stipends to keep 
student teachers in the profession.

Despite such extreme measures, colleges and universities 
have seen a sharp decline in the number of students enrolling 
in and completing their education preparation programs. Ac-
cording to the Nebraska Department of Education, there were 
7,576 education majors in Nebraska colleges and universities 
in 2003-04. By 2021-22, the most recent year for which fig-
ures are available, there were only 3,891 teacher candidates 
in Nebraska – a drop of more than 48 percent since 2003-04! 

This raises an important question: If the number of teach-
ers entering the profession is dwindling, why do we ignore 
the hundreds of qualified and certified teachers who left the 
profession early? In other words, rather than lowering the 
profession’s qualification standards, shouldn’t we focus on 
incentives and workplace improvements to keep and return 
high-quality, experienced teachers to the classroom? 

According to the California Department of Education, 
during the 2023-24 school year there were 464,836 certified 
teachers in that state. Shockingly, 152,712 of those certified 
teachers are not teaching – and a vast number of them are not 
retired. That means 31 percent of certified teachers in Cali-
fornia have chosen to leave the profession entirely or never 
entered a classroom to begin with.

The numbers are similar in Nebraska. In 2023-24, Nebras-
ka had 55,152 certified teachers across the state, with 26,216 
(48 percent) who are certified but not teaching and not re-
tired from teaching. Further, in 2023-24, more than 900 K-12 
teaching positions in Nebraska went unfilled, according to 
the Nebraska Department of Education. The figures from Ne-
braska and California reflect trends nationwide.

Lasting Consequences: With such large numbers of teach-
ers available, this isn’t a teacher shortage problem: it’s a re-
tention problem. And there are lasting consequences.

When educators leave the profession or change schools, 
student learning suffers, overall school performance drops, 
and those teachers left behind feel increased stress. This un-
seen ripple effect – especially on children, on communities, 
on the future of education and on the functionality of our na-
tion – are incalculable. The financial strain is also significant. 
Urban districts spend an average of $20,000 on the hiring of 
each and every new teacher. 

During the past year I interviewed more than 155 current 
and former teachers from 33 states. The issues that drive 
them from the profession were consistent: unrealistic expec-
tations, toxic or unsafe work environments, divisive politics, 
low pay, and unfavorable policies. They shared heartbreaking 
stories of having to decide between their mental and physical 
health or staying in a profession they once loved.

A common refrain was voiced by a ninth-year, now-former 
science teacher at a low-income urban school. “I developed 
physical signs of stress- extreme lack of energy and food 
sensitivity. I developed high anxiety and feelings of being 
overwhelmed.” According to Nguyen and Kremer (2022), 
“Teacher dissatisfaction and burnout are highly associated 
with teacher intention to leave teaching and their actual attri-
tion behavior.”

It’s simple. If teachers are burned out or dissatisfied, they 
are more likely to quit. 

Wasted Effort: School administrators are searching for 
teachers – any teachers – who can fill an open classroom po-
sition. As a result, many educators teach outside their area 
of qualification or interest, causing further dissatisfaction. 
According to Stacy DeCorsey, a former Minnesota National 
Distinguished Principal of the Year, “In the next 10 years, it 
will be very difficult to find quality educators for our class-
rooms. This will most certainly impact our future.”

Recruitment efforts are important, but without addressing 
retention, the costly recruitment investment mentioned earli-
er is wasted. New teachers depart for the same reasons their 
predecessors did, creating a revolving door of educators. Low 
retention rates also discourage potential applicants; it’s no 
surprise when few want a job no one else seems to want.

Instead of lowering teaching qualifications, we must ad-
dress issues leading to teacher dissatisfaction and burnout. 
Teachers don’t enter the profession to get rich but when the 
stress of the job becomes unmanageable, even a boost in pay 
won’t keep them. 

As we approach the midpoint of the first semester, let’s 
shift the narrative to more accurately reflect the reality of 
the teacher retention crisis. The real question is this: “How 
can we draw experienced teachers back to the profession and 
keep the quality educators now in our schools from leaving.

Dr. Cindy Copich founded Confidante, a leading employee re-
tention consulting firm with more than 25 years of experience 
in labor and employee relations with Nebraska public schools. 
Confidante specializes in working with employers concerned 
about losing valuable team members through employee feed-
back and the development of customized retention strategies. In 
addition, Dr. Copich is the author of an upcoming book that 
tackles the critical issue of teacher retention through stories and 
perspectives from educators in all 50 states and the District of 
Columbia, while also offering practical solutions that address 
the challenges educators face today. 

Fixing the teacher retention crisis
No one wants a job no one else wants

Falls City Public ESports League of 
Legends Team runner-up at NSESA State

(Continued from Page 1)
The Board passed a resolution to execute the Year-End 

Certification of the City Street Superintendent for Calen-
dar Year 2024, as recommended by the Board of Public 
Works.
The Council discussed and appointed Justin Stark, Class 

A Superintendent’s License S-1534 and Engineers Li-
cense E-13167 as the City Street Superintendent for the 
Calendar Year 2025.
The final item on the agenda was the recommendation 

of the Board of Public Works to appoint Miller and Asso-
ciates as the Special Engineer for Water and Wastewater 
Projects for the Calendar Years 2025, 2026 and 2027.
“We’ve used Miller and Associates historically for all of 

our water and wastewater work,” said Nussbaum. “They 
do our submittals to the state for a lot of those projects.”
The Council passed the action on an 8-0 vote.
With no further items on the agenda, the meeting was 

closed at 6:46 p.m.

New Council board 
members assume roles



(Editor’s Note - dis-
missal without prejudice 
means the government did 
not waive its right to liti-
gate the matter in a subse-
quent action). 

(Editor’s Note - dis-
missal with prejudice 
bars the government from 
prosecuting the accused 
later on the same charge).

Legend drug means 
drugs that are approved by 
the U.S. Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) 
and that are required by 
federal or state law to be 
dispensed to the public 
only on prescription of a 
licensed physician or oth-
er licensed provider.

The Falls City Jour-
nal publishes the Public 
Record as part of its ob-
ligation to inform read-
ers about the business of 
public institutions and to 
serve as a keeper of the lo-
cal historical record. The 
information contained in 
this list is processed from 
an electronic copy of the 
official record, which is 
submitted by the Richard-
son County Courthouse
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DISTRICT COURT
Dustin R. Stone, count 

one, amended to dropped/
dismissed; count two, 
commit child abuse neg-
ligently/no injury, plead 
no contest, found guilty. 
Sentence includes pro-
bation for term of 12 
months, probation admin 
enrollment fee of $30, 
jail for term of ten days 
beginning on November 
26, 2024, credit for six 
served, jail for term of 
75 days beginning Octo-
ber 30, 2025; count three, 
possess marijuana 1 oz 
or less, plead no contest, 
found guilty and fined 
$300; count four, possess 
or use drug paraphernalia, 
plead no contest, found 
guilty and fined $100.
Nicholas R. Meyer, 

count one, amended to 
dropped/dismissed; count 
two, del/d/d/m/p con-
tr subs near school-first, 
plead no contest, found 
guilty. Sentence includes 
probation for term of 30 
months, drug testing fee 
of $150, probation admin 
enrollment fee of $30, 
probation fee-regular of 
$300; count three, possess 
money while violate 28-
416(1), plead no contest, 
found guilty. Sentence in-
cludes probation for term 
of 30 months, jail for term 
of 30 days beginning No-
vember 26, 2024, credit 
for seven days served, jail 
for term of 30 days begin-
ning November 30, 2025, 
jail for term of 30 days 
beginning November 30, 
2026; count four, amend-
ed to dropped/dismissed; 
count five, amended to 
dropped/dismissed; count 
six, amended to dropped/
dismissed; count sev-
en, amended to dropped/
dismissed; count eight, 
amended to dropped/dis-
missed.
Jessica M. Scheele, count 

one, possess controlled 

subs, amended to at-
tempt of a class 4 felony, 
plead no contest, found 
guilty; count two, tamper 
with physical evidence, 
amended to attempt of 
a class 4 felony, plead 
no contest, found guilty; 
count three, amended 
to dropped/dismissed; 
count four, amended to 
dropped/dismissed; count 
five, amended to dropped/ 
dismissed. Sentencing 
scheduled for December 
17, 2024.
Matthew J. Wilhelm, 

count one, terroristic 
threats, amended to as-
sault-threaten/menacing 
manner, plead no contest, 
found guilty. Sentencing 
scheduled for January 7, 
2025.
Donald A. Baxter, count 

one, possess contr subs, 
amended to attempt of 
a class 4 felony, plead 
no contest, found guilty; 
count two, possess mar-
ijuana 1 oz or less, plea 
changed to guilty, found 
guilty; count three, 
amended to dropped/
dismissed; count four, 
amended to dropped/
dismissed. Sentencing 
scheduled for January 21, 
2025.
Harley J. Frederick, 

count one, amended to 
dropped/dismissed; count 
two, assault-threaten/
menacing manner, plead 
no contest, found guilty. 
Sentence includes proba-
tion for term of two years, 
probation admin enroll-
ment fee of $30, proba-
tion fee-regular of $600.
Richard E. Newland, 

count one, del/dsp/dst/
man/pos contr subs-
sch1,2,3, plead no con-
test, found guilty; count 
two, del/dsp/dst/man/
pos contrl subs-sch 1, 
2,3, plead no contest, 
found guilty; count three, 
amended to dropped/
dismissed; count four, 
amended to dropped/
dismissed; count five, 
amended to dropped/dis-
missed; count six, amend-
ed to dropped/dismissed; 
count seven, amended to 
dropped/dismissed. Sen-
tencing scheduled for 
January 21, 2025.
Hugh R. Berry, count 

one, possess contr subs, 
plead not guilty; count 
two, possess contr subs, 
plead not guilty; count 
three, no proof of insur-
ance, plead not guilty; 
count four, nonresident 
violate susp/rev order, 
plead not guilty; count 
five, no valid registration, 
plead not guilty; count 
six, acts declared unlaw-
ful-license/driving, plead 
not guilty; count seven, 
possess marijuana 1 oz 
or less, plead not guilty; 
count eight, possess or 
use drug paraphernalia, 
plead not guilty. Pretrial 
scheduled for January 7, 
2025.

COUNTY COURT
Steven R. Mackey, count 

one, amended to dropped/
dismissed; count two, 

drive under susp/before 
reinstated, plead no con-
test, found guilty and 
fined $100.
Clara E. Abreu-Morales, 

count one, drive under 
susp/before reinstated, 
plead guilty, found guilty; 
count two, no valid reg-
istration, plead guilty, 
found guilty. Sentencing 
scheduled for January 22, 
2025.
Tyler S. Wintz, count 

one, drive during re-
vocation/impound-4th/
subs, plead no contest, 
found guilty. Sentencing 
scheduled for January 15, 
2025.
Dorothy M. Whitney, 

count one, DUI-.15+ 
OR refusal (1 prior con-
viction), amended to 
DUI-.15+, plea changed 
to guilty, found guilty. 
Sentence includes fine 
of $500, jail for term of 
two days, credit for one 
day served, probation 
for term of 12 months, 
drug testing fee of $60, 
probation admin enroll-
ment fee of $30, proba-
tion fee-regular of $300, 
license revoked for term 
of one year, interlock de-
vice.
Kayla D. Knight, count 

one, nonresident violate 
rev/impd order-MSD 2, 
plead not guilty; count 
two, false reporting, 
plead not guilty. Pretrial 
scheduled for December 
18, 2024.
Kasey J. Knight, count 

one, unlawful display of 
plate/renew tab, plead 
not guilty; count two, 
drive without ignition in-
terlock, plead not guilty. 
Pretrial scheduled for 
December 18, 2024.
Jeremy L. Hudson, 

count one, nonresident 
violate susp/rev order, 
plead guilty, found guilty; 
count two, speeding 16-
20 mph, plead guilty, 
found guilty. Sentencing 
scheduled for January 6, 
2025.

Karyssa A. Daleon, 
count one, drive without 
ignition interlock, plead 
not guilty; count two, 
speeding 11-15 mph, 
plead not guilty; count 
three, acts declared un-
lawful-license/driving, 
plead not guilty. Entry of 
plea scheduled for Janu-
ary 6, 2025.
Mike D. McDonald, 

count one, commit child 
abuse intentional/no 
injury, Class 3A felo-
ny, amended to commit 
child abuse negligently/
no injury, Class 1 misde-
meanor, plead not guilty; 
count two, commit child 
abuse intentional/no in-
jury, Class 3A felony, 
amended to commit child 
abuse negligently/no in-
jury, Class 1 misdemean-
or, plead not guilty; count 
three, commit child abuse 
negligently/no injury, 
plead not guilty; count 
four, commit child abuse 
negligently/no injury, 
plead not guilty; count 
five, commit child abuse 
negligently/no injury, 
plead not guilty; count 
six, fail to report suspect-
ed abuse plead not guilty. 
Pretrial scheduled for 
January 13, 2025.
Debbie D. Shefferd, 

count one, speeding 21-

35 mph, plead guilty, 
found guilty and fined 
$200; count two, amend-
ed to dropped/dismissed.
Katrina M. Chandler, 

count one, littering-first, 
plead guilty, found guilty 
and fined $100.
Joann L. Alexander, 

count one, violate open 
burn ban, plead guilty, 
found guilty and fined 
$100.
Dakota M. Reafleng, 

count one, nonresident 
violate susp/rev order, 
plead guilty, found guilty. 
Sentencing scheduled for 
January 8, 2025.
Tyonia M. Weems, count 

one, nonresident violate 
susp/rev order, plead 
guilty, found guilty. Sen-
tencing scheduled for 
January 22, 2025.
Chad A. Clark, count 

one, drive under susp/
before reinstated, plead 
guilty, found guilty. Sen-
tencing scheduled for 
January 22, 2025.
Max J. Ash, count one, 

no operator’s license, 
plead guilty, found guilty 
and fined $75; count two, 
improper/defective vehi-
cle lighting, plead guilty, 
found guilty and fined 
$25.
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The fourth-ranked Sacred Heart Irish outscored Ster-
ling 44-8 in the second half as they pulled away for the 
70-19 win to begin the 2024-2025 basketball season. 
The win was the 440th of Coach Luke Santo’s career 
against just 64 losses. The Irish were slow out of the 
gate, leading 8-1 after the first period. Each team heat-
ed up in the second, but the Lady Irish led 26-11 at the 
break. To say the Lady Irish caught fire in the third 
would be an understatement. Sacred Heart outscored 
Sterling 30-6 in the period to seal the win. The rugged 
Irish defense allowed Sterling to score double figures 
in the second quarter. In the other three periods com-
bined, SH allowed only nine points.

The Lady Irish put up an incredible 71 shot attempts, 
making 28. SH was just 3-21 from beyond the arc but 
went 25-50 from two-point range. The Irish defense 
allowed Sterling to shoot just 36 shots, making 5. The 
Jets went 0-18 from three-point range.

The swarming Irish defense forced 30 turnovers, 
while the Irish offense committed just nine. The Irish 
outrebounded Sterling 41-26 and finished with a 15/3 
advantage in assists.

Senior Jentry Lechtenberg had a solid start to the 
season, finishing with a game-high 20 points, seven 
rebounds and six steals. Daycee Witt added 12 points 
and Ryann Westengaard added ten. Avery Santo led 
the defense with five steals, Hallie Jones had ten re-
bounds and Dorothy Crouse dished out four assists.

Scoring for SH: Santo 8, Crouse 4, Westengaard 10, 
Witt 12, Reschke 5, Lechtenberg 20, Tubbs 4, Jones 7.

Scoring for Sterling: Portwood 5, Truscott 5, Mat-
kins 1, Ferdyn 6, Rathe2.

The Lady Irish (1-0) will host Lourdes Central (1-
0) at the RAC on Tuesday, December 10 and play at 
EMF on Friday, December 13. The Irish were sched-
uled to host Rock Port on Thursday, but the game has 
been rescheduled for January 9.

Jayme Ewers (left) and Carlea Dunkhas fight for the ball under the hoop against the 
Rockets on Friday night.

Jacoby Bangert and Eric Heinzelman battle for position against Syracuse on Friday.

Lady Irish throttle Jets 
in season opener

The Falls City Tigers 
hosted the Syracuse Rock-
ets on Friday night to open 
the 2024-2025 basketball 
season. The Tigers were 
hoping to give new coach 
Jaxson Balm a win in his 
first game as head coach, 
but the Rockets had some-
thing else in mind.
The contest was tight 

early. With just a minute 
gone by, Keifer Adams 
drained a triple to tie the 
game at 3-3. One and a 
half minutes later, Paxton 
Armbruster sank a drive 
to give the Tigers a 5-3 ad-
vantage. Another driving 
bucket by Armbruster kept 
FC close at 7-8 with 3:40 
to play in the period. One 
minute later, Jacoby Ban-
gert hit Falls City’s second 
trey of the quarter to make 
it 10-11. At that point, the 
tide began to turn for FC. 
Syracuse closed the peri-
od on a 10-0 run and held 
a 21-10 advantage over 
Falls City at the end of the 
first.
Syracuse continued its 

run to begin the second, 
scoring the first ten points 
of the period to make it 10-
31. Finally, with 4:30 on 
the clock, Bangert banked 
in his second deep ball to 
end the Rocket’s 20-0 run. 
A three by Adams from 
the left wing and a jumper 
by Quenton Adams with 
:40 to play made it 18-39 

Tigers drop home opener
at intermission.
Syracuse dominated the 

second half, outscoring 
FC 31-10 to pull away for 
the 70-28 win. Falls City 
made 11/42 shot attempts, 
including 6/27 from be-
yond the arc. The Tiger 
went 0/7 from the charity 
stripe. The undersized Ti-
gers ended the game with 
six points in the paint and 
14 rebounds.
Keifer Adams led the of-

fense with 12 points, go-
ing 4/15 from the field. 
Bangert went 2/8 from the 
floor for six points. Ethan 
Morris, Armbruster and 
Bangert all had three re-
bounds and Quenton Ad-
ams and Armbruster each 
had two assists.
Scoring for FC: Q. Ad-

ams 2, Armbruster 4, K. 
Adams 12, Bangert 6, 
Caudle 4.
Scoring for Syracuse: 

Janssen 11, Lintz 8, Hes-
termann 3, Cavanaugh 3, 
Schroeder 14, Liesemey-
er 3, Parde 7, Gartner 6, 
Hobbs 4, Kelch 2.
FC had to turn around 

and travel to Omaha on 
Saturday to take on the 
Boys Town Cowboys. The 
Cowboys dominated the 
contest, racing to a 64-

27 win over the Tigers. 
Falls City trailed 8-22 af-
ter one and 11-43 at the 
break. The Tigers shot 
just 19 percent from the 
floor, making 9/48 shot at-
tempts. The Tigers turned 
the ball over 19 times and 
were outrebounded 24-59. 
Boys Town also finished 
with seven blocked shots 
and scored 24 points off 
turnovers. The Cowboys 
dominated the paint, out-
scoring FC 52-4 under the 
hoop.
Keifer Adams went 

5/15 from the floor for 
15 points. No other Tiger 
reached double figures in 
the scoring column. Arm-
bruster led the team with 
two assists, while Bangert 
grabbed a team-best seven 
rebounds.
Scoring for FC: Morris 3, 

Armbruster 2, K. Adams 
15, Brown 3, Heinzelman 
2, Caudle 2.
Scoring for Boys Town: 

Poteet 7, Gomes 5, Segar 
10, Dampier 2, Pleasant 
2, Gray 14, Whitaker 14, 
Blackwell 8.
FC will host the top team 

in D1 on Friday night 
when Johnson-Brock 
comes to town.

Three years ago, Coach Doug Goltz and the Irish bas-
ketball team defeated Sterling 74-29 to open the year 
and give the Hall of Fame Coach his 695th win, the most 
in Nebraska High School basketball. This year, Sacred 
Heart again defeated Sterling, this time 62-58, for his 
750th career win. Milestones are nothing new for Goltz, 
but the win on Friday night in Sterling was a solid win 
as the Irish look to compete each time they step on the 
floor this winter.
The Jets had a size advantage as four players suited 

up at 6’4 or taller. After one period, the Irish trailed by 
three, 15-18, and made it 26-28 by the break. Sacred 
Heart dominated the third period, outscoring Sterling 
22-14 to make it 48-42 entering the final eight minutes 
of action. Sterling cut into the Sacred Heart advantage, 
but it wasn’t enough as the Irish held on for the four-
point win.
The Irish finished the game making 25/60 (42%) shot 

attempts, while the Jets made 21/43 (52%). Sacred Heart 
finished 5/11 from the foul line and went 7/27 from be-
yond the arc. The Irish battled under the boards, getting 
outrebounded just 25-27. Sacred Heart’s tenacious de-
fense also forced 22 turnovers while committing only 
nine.
The Irish had three players reach double digits, with 

Cole Taft leading the way with 23 points. Taft made 
9/18 shots, including 5/12 from beyond the arc. Soph-
omore Bo Fletcher dumped in 18 points, also shooting 
50 percent (8/16) from the field. The final starter to hit 
double figures was guard Brenden Lemerond. Lem went 
7/15 for 17 points in the season-opening win. Lem also 
led the team with five rebounds and six assists, while 
Fletcher added a team-best eight steals. Tate Wilcox 
added four boards, two steals and five assists.
Scoring for SH: Taft 23, Fletcher 18, Lemerond 17, 

Wilcox 2, Knobbe 2.
Scoring for Sterling: Horstman 11, K. Horstman 12, 

Little 2, Uher 10, Vollman 4, McAuliffe 2, Wambold 15, 
Goracke 2.
The Irish JV also won a two-period contest, 21-3. SH 

was led by Connor Nelson, who scored seven points, 
and Fletcher, who scored five.
Sacred Heart plays at Exeter-Milligan/Friend on Fri-

day night and will host Tri County on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 17.

Irish rally for win at Sterling

Falls City dropped the 
debut of Head Coach Don 
Hogue on Friday night, 
falling to the Syracuse 
Rockets 9-54. To say it 
was coach Hogue’s debut 
is tongue-in-cheek as he 
is the all-time winningest 
coach for the Falls City 
boys’ program.

Thirty seconds into the 
contest, Izzy Armbruster 
made 1-2 from the foul line 
to give FC its only lead of 
the night at 1-0. The full-
court press by the Rockets 
gave Falls City fits early. 
Three straight FC posses-
sions ended with a Rocket 
steal and layup at the oth-
er end as Syracuse bolted 
to a 6-1 lead. Armbruster 
stopped an 11-0 run by 
making 1-2 shots from the 
foul line to cut the lead to 
nine at 2-11 with 2:51 to 
play in the first. Trailing 
2-14, Jayme Ewers hit the 
first bucket of the season 
with :39 remaining in the 
first, but a late steal and 

Lady Tigers get win at Boys Town
three by the Rockets made 
it 4-19 after one.

Delaney Godemann hit 
a drive with 4:45 to play in 
the half to cut the lead to 
6-24, but it was all Rock-
ets from there. Syracuse 
outscored FC 14-2 in the 
period to make it 33-6 at 
intermission.

The Rockets began the 
third period on a 10-0 run 
before Carlea Dunkhas hit 
a bucket to make it 8-43. 
Falls City was outscored 
15-2 in the third and 6-1 
in the fourth as they fell 
by 45 points to open the 
season. 

FC shot 12 percent 
(3/26) from the floor, 
while Syracuse made 38 
percent (24/63). The Ti-
gers committed 27 turn-
overs while forcing ten.

Godemann led the Ti-
gers with three points, 
while Armbruster and 
Ewers each had four re-
bounds.

Scoring for FC: Ewers 

2, Dunkhas 2, Armbruster 
2, Godemann 3.

Saturday was a different 
story for FC as they de-
feated Boys Town 39-18. 
The Tigers led 10-6 after 
one and made it 19-8 at 
the break. Coach Hogue’s 
crew continued to pull 
away in the third, outscor-
ing the Cowboys 11-4.

The Tigers went 14/44 
(26%) from the floor and 
forced 30 turnovers while 
committing 17.

The Tiger defense also 
held Boys Town to 7/39 
(18%) shooting.

Armbruster exploded for 
17 points, five rebounds, 
five steals and three as-
sists.

Scoring for FC: Ewers 2, 
Titus 6, Dunkhas 3, Arm-
bruster 17, Godemann 8, 
Kirkendall 3.

On Friday night, the 1-1 
Lady Tigers host the Class 
C2 No. 10 ranked John-
son-Brock Eagles. The Ti-
gers play host to Freeman 
on Saturday, December 
14, with tip-off at 4:30.
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Dorothy Marie Kirken-
dall was born on July 23, 
1946, to John R. (Dick) 
Sells and Catherine 
Schulenburg – Sells in 
Falls City, Nebraska. She 
was raised in Rulo, Ne-
braska and grew up help-
ing with the family farm, 
rodeo grounds, and rais-
ing livestock.  She was a 
hard worker and may have 
raised a little heck along 
the way.
She married Kenneth 

(Kenny) Kirkendall on 
April 11, 1970.  They lat-
er divorced.  Most days, 
Dorothy could be found 
giving of herself at Mid-
land Villa Nursing Home 
where she was employed 
for over 30 years. She 
found joy in helping res-
idents in many aspects, 
whether it be in the dining 
room, washing clothes, 
passing medications, or 
entertaining them with one 
of her head stands, simply 
being a listening ear, or 
holding a dying person’s 
hand.  The residents of the 
nursing home brought her 
true joy and she continued 
to speak fondly of her days 
there until shortly before 
her own passing.
In addition to the nursing 

home, Dorothy dedicat-
ed many years to the vol-
unteer ambulance squad, 
participated in VFW, Jay-
cees, Catholic Daughters, 
and the Immaculate Con-
ception Altar Society.  She 
could also be heard, really 
heard, yelling in the stands 
of her children and grand-
children’s various sport-
ing events. 
Dorothy is survived 

by her five children, Joe 
Kirkendall of Marion 

Indiana, Trish Madsen 
(Erik)  of Hiawatha, Ks, 
Jared (Merci) Kirkendall, 
John (Regina) Kirken-
dall of Falls City, Ne, 
and Vicki (Josh) Luce of 
Manhattan, Ks, sister De-
lores Holtz, brothers Don 
(Kate) Sells, and Tom 
(Dina) Sells, 17 grand-
children, and many great 
and great great grandchil-
dren.
She was preceded in 

death by her parents, 
sister Loretta Scheitel, 
brother Mike Sells, infant 
sister Patricia Sells, and 
daughter-in-law Belinda 
Kirkendall.
Her biggest legacy that 

she leaves behind is her 
true and unwavering love 
of God.  Her Catholic faith 
was the absolute most im-
portant thing in her life, 
and she was not afraid to 
let everyone know that.  
She prayed fiercely and 
faithfully until her final 
moments.  Her biggest 
goal in this life was reach-
ing Heaven in the next. 
She accomplished that 
goal, peacefully at her 
own home on December 
2, 2024, surrounded by 
her family. 
A Mass of Christian 

Burial was held on Sat-
urday, December 7, 2024 
at 10:30 AM at Immacu-
late Conception Catholic 
Church with Father Ben 
Rynearson as the presid-
ing priest. Interment was 
in Immaculate Concep-
tion Catholic Cemetery.
A Parish Rosary was 

recited on Friday at 7:00 
PM at Dorr and Clark Fu-
neral Home. The family 
greeted friends following 
the rosary.

Earl Schawang, 91, passed away peacefully in his sleep 
early Tuesday morning, December 3, 2024, in Falls 
City Nebraska.  Earl was born on May 12, 1933, in the 
family farmhouse north of Rulo NE.  His father, Nick 
Schawang, and his mother, Katherine “Katie” Frederick 
Schawang, moved their family to the area called Matts-
ville, three miles south of Barada, NE, when Earl was 
three years old.  He attended the Arnold country school, 
District 24, through eighth grade.  In 1948, the family 
moved to a farm one mile east of Falls City where he 
made his home for the last 76 years.

Earl was drafted into the Army on June 25, 
1953.  After basic training at Fort Leonard 
Wood in Missouri, he served as a medical 

corpsman in an Army hospital in France.  His 
military discharge was on May 12, 1955, which 

happened to be his 22nd birthday. He arrived 
home on May 13 and was already planting 
corn the next day.  On April 5, 1956, he mar-
ried Leatha Yvonne Randall at Immaculate 
Conception Catholic Church in Rulo.  Four 
children were born to this union:  Kathy, 
Sandra, and Randy, along with Elizabeth 
who died at birth.
He and Yvonne were dedicated parents 

as well as active community volunteers. 
Earl was a member of  the Falls City Ru-
ral Fire Department for twenty years, being 
called to many house, field and business 
fires as well as to the Braniff plane crash 
in 1966.  He was a regular at the Red Cross 
bloodmobile and had donated 19 gallons of 
blood before a health condition ended both 
his blood donations and his firefighter role.  
Earl also got a license to sell real estate in the 1960’s but 
after five years he decided that being a salesman wasn’t 
for him.  He served on the Richardson County Planning 
and Zoning Board and was always willing to share his 
opinions on local policies. 
Earl often introduced himself as a “professional gam-

bler” then would reveal that’s how he considered farm-
ing.  After the 1999 harvest, he cut back on his farming 
activities, trusting nephews to carry on the heavy work 
in his fields, and he became a black jack dealer at Casi-
no White Cloud for over twenty years, until to his dis-
appointment, the table games were replaced with elec-
tronic versions. He maintained his card playing skills by 
finding gaming tables at other nearby casinos while also 
maintaining lifelong friendships with the coworkers and 
customers he met at the casino.
Earl was a fourth-generation member of Sts. Peter and 

Paul Catholic Church in Falls City.  He was on the par-
ish council for several years and served on the Catholic 
Cemetery board.  He spent many years as the Bingo call-
er for the parish’s weekly Bingo games and developed 
many friendships that survived after Bingo ended.
Until age interfered Earl enjoyed hunting and fishing, 

but his greatest pleasure throughout his life was talking 
to all the people he would happen to see around town.  

He was delighted to be greeted as anything from “Un-
cle Earl” (even by non-relatives) to “Onery,” and would 
happily visit for an hour or more with anyone who would 
stop to talk to him.  Throughout his 91 years, he wel-
comed new experiences and traveled with Yvonne and 
family members to most of the lower 48 states, many 
national parks, and trips abroad to Israel, Italy, Ireland 
and western Europe.  His favorite trips to talk about were 
a cruise from California to Florida through the Panama 
Canal, and taking Yvonne in 1991 to see the European 
sites that he first visited in 1954 in the Army.
Right up until the weeks before his cancer diagnosis in 

July, he was healthy and active, discussing the planting 
season with his nephews, taking road trips around the 
Midwest, celebrating Independence Day with family, and 
attending the wedding of his youngest grandson in the 

same church where he married Yvonne 
68 years earlier.  After a surprising fall 
led to news of bone cancer, Earl re-
quired surgery on both legs that left him 
immobile.  For the remaining months of 
his life, Earl was both entertained and 
comforted by his many visitors and by 
his caretakers at Falls City Care Center.
Earl is survived by three children: 

Katherine Perkins, living in the family 
farmhouse, Sandra Schawang of Kill 
Devil Hills, North Carolina, Dr. Randall 
Schawang of David City, Nebraska, and 
his daughter-in-law Melinda Schawang.  
Other survivors are his grandsons Jo-
seph Peterson, Dawson Schawang and 
Hayden (Caitlin) Schawang, grand-

daughter Jenna (Ryan) Didier, and great grandchildren 
Makenzie and Derek Didier.  Earl is also survived by 
his sister Mary Jane Lampe Weinert and many cherished 
nephews, nieces, and cousins.  
He was preceded in death by his wife, his parents, Nick 

and Katherine Schawang, brothers John Schawang and 
Paul Schawang, sisters Edna Michel and Ruth Gruber, 
along with aunts, uncles, nephews, in-laws and other rel-
atives who made the final journey before him.
A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Saturday, 

December 14, 2024 at 10:30 AM at Sts. Peter and Paul 
Catholic Church with Father Jim Meysenburg as the 
presiding priest. Interment will be in Falls City Catholic 
Cemetery. Military graveside honors by Falls City Cere-
monial Honor Guard.
A Parish Rosary will be recited on Friday at 7:00 PM at 

Dorr and Clark Funeral Home. The family will receive 
friends following the rosary.
In lieu of flowers, memorials can be directed to the Sa-

cred Heart School Endowment Fund, the Falls City Ru-
ral Fire Department, the Falls City Ambulance Squad, 
the Richardson County Historical Society, the Richard-
son County Humane Society, or the Butler County Fair 
Foundation.  All of these organizations held a special 
role in Earl’s life.
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The HTRS boys’ and girls’ 
teams fell to Diller-Odell on 
Friday night to kick off the 
2024-2025 season. The Lady 
Titans dropped their contest 
by 15, 40-55. HTRS played 

Titans swept at Diller-Odell
it close in the first, trailing 
12-16 after one. The second 
quarter proved the difference 
as the Lady Titans were out-
scored 7-16 and fell behind 
19-32 at the break.

HTRS went 13/57 from 
the floor, including just 2/20 
from deep. The Titans ended 
the game with 41 rebounds, 
eight assists and 12 turn-
overs.
Elie Bstandig led HTRS 

with 14 points and 17 re-
bounds. Laramie Glathar 
added 12 points and seven 
boards.
Scoring for HTRS: Bstan-

dig 14, Glathar 12, Mc-
Clarnen 2, Bredemeier 4, 
Bowen 8.
HTRS fell to Weeping Wa-

ter 37-40 in overtime on Sat-
urday in Humboldt.
The Titans boys also lost 

at Diller-Odell on Friday, 
falling by ten, 35-45. HTRS 
trailed 9-15 after one period 

and 16-27 at halftime. The 
Griffins continued to pull 
away in the third, outscoring 
HTRS 12-5 to make it 21-39 
after three periods.
Brogan Dunlap led HTRS 

with 16 points, while Hunter 
Bohling added eight. Coo-
per Morgan led Diller-Odell 
with 16.
Scoring for HTRS: Dunlap 

16, Vaughan 5, Glathar 6, 
Bohling 8.
On Saturday, the Titans 

defeated Weeping Water 52-
35 at HTRS High School to 
improve to 1-1, giving Head 
Coach Jamie Stice his first 
career win.
The teams play at Lewison 

on Tuesday and host Lourdes 
Central on Friday, Dec. 13.
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City of falls 
City Claims

City of Falls City, NE By Fund
Payment Dates 11/9/2024 - 

11/22/2024
Vendor Name Description 

(Payable) Amount
FUND: 100 - GENERAL

Ameritas Billing 457 Pre Tax 
   Percentage  ........................ 159.31
CWA Dues CWA Union Dues .77.72
Medica Insurance Group 
  Health .......................... 18,576.22
IBEW Local Union #1536 IBEW 
Union Dues 134.66
International Union of Operat  
   IUOE Union Dues ............ 149.70
Dearborn Life Insurance Com
   Life Insurance  .................. 267.54
Nebraska Child Support Paym
    Child Support  .................. 259.39
Nebraska Child Support Paym
  NE Child Support 2  .......... 193.85
Nebraska Child Support Paym
   Child Support  ................... 204.01
Nebraska Dept of Revenue 
   Garnishment  .................... 250.00
Ameritas Pension 457 
   Pre-Tax .............................  30.00
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 357.32
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 325.06
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 229.16
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 260.44
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 208.34
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 229.16
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 318.62
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 241.74
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 274.98
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 228.24
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 252.00
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 272.46
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 335.16
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 305.92
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 283.10
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 221.52
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 357.26
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 253.66
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 194.72
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 355.68
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 354.08
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 347.88
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 187.16
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 293.00
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 226.56
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 177.20
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 320.50
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 164.20
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 268.70
American Natl Bank HSA ... 100.00
American Natl Bank HSA ..... 30.00
American Natl Bank HSA ... 100.00
American Natl Bank HSA ..... 50.00
American Natl Bank HSA ... 100.00
American Natl Bank HSA ..... 20.00
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 383.66
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 721.62
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 373.82
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 330.58
Ameritas Retirement 501a ... 363.98
Nebraska Department of Reve
   State W/H Tax ............... 3,625.88
Department of the Treasury Federal 
   W/H  ............................... 7,529.77
Department of the Treasury 
   Medicare Tax  ................ 2,634.96
Department of the Treasury Social 
  Security Tax  ................. 11,266.66
Farm & City Supply supp ... 220.59
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 40.00
Farm & City Supply supp ....-40.00
Farm & City Supply supp ....-40.00
Farm & City Supply supp ....-40.00
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 40.00
Farm & City Supply supp ....-40.00
Farm & City Supply supp ..-220.59
Halbert, Dunn & Burns, LLC 
  service  ............................... 340.00
Halbert, Dunn & Burns, LLC 
  service  ................................. 60.00
Wolfes Printing supplies ...... 158.92
Verizon service .................... 178.59
Brown County Transfer april 
  city clean up  ........................ 41.23
Pest Control Services of SE NE 
  service  ................................. 50.00
Brown County Transfer oct city 
  clean up  ............................. 135.74
Brown County Transfer oct city 
  clean up  ............................. 127.26
Brown County Transfer oct city 
  clean up  ............................... 43.63
Brown County Transfer oct city 
  clean up  ............................. 118.17
Brown County Transfer oct city 
  clean up  ............................. 100.70
Amazon Capital Servs supp .. 71.96
Paper Tiger Shredding purge 
  service  ................................. 72.45
Falls City Merc  supplies  ...... 42.35
Pro Serv sav 311  ................... 55.00
UCI Testing service  .............. 75.00
TASC service  ........................ 21.39
Falls City Sanitation Service city 
  clean up  .......................... 1,625.00
Nationwide service  ............. 217.00
True Ag & Turf, LLC freight .. 8.27
Fund 100 - General Total: ..59,319.81

FUND: 110 - POLICE
Halbert, Dunn & Burns, LLC 
  service ............................  3,020.00
Verizon service  ................... 629.45
Amazon Capital Services 
  credit  ..................................-38.99
Paper Tiger Shredding purge 
  service  ............................... 169.05
Richardson County Court court 
  costs  .................................... 17.00
Axon Enterprise, Inc 2021 taser 7 
  cert bundle  ..................... 6,120.33
Police Dept Petty Cash misc . 31.00
Police Dept Petty Cash misc . 40.37
Fund 110 - Police Total: ... 9,988.21

FUND: 115 - ANIMAL 
CONTROL

Verizon service  ..................... 42.94
OPPD service  ........................ 41.53
Fund 115 - Animal Control 
  Total:  ................................... 84.47
 

FUND: 120 - FIRE
Falls City Volunteer Fire Dept 2024 
  billings & dues ...............  1,250.00
Fund 120 - Fire Total: ......  1,250.00
 

FUND: 130 - BUILDING 
INSPECTIONS & CODE 

ENFORCEMENT
Verizon service  ..................... 42.94
Fund 130 - Building Inspections & 
  Code Enforcement Total: .... 42.94
 

FUND: 150 - PARKS
Farm & City Supply supplies ...71.98
Farm & City Supply supplies ...49.99
Farm & City Supply supplies ...25.99
Farm & City Supply supplies ...74.99
Farm & City Supply supplies .....4.78
Farm & City Supply supplies .....2.59
Farm & City Supply supplies .....2.40

Farm & City Supply supplies .....7.99
Farm & City Supply supplies .119.99
Farm & City Supply supplies .....3.80
Farm & City Supply supplies ...37.99
Farm & City Supply supplies .....6.46
Farm & City Supply supplies ...11.56
Farm & City Supply supplies ...39.95
Farm & City Supply supplies ...27.99
Farm & City Supply supplies ...35.98
Farm & City Supply supplies ...45.00
Farm & City Supply supplies .....4.59
Farm & City Supply supplies .....7.99
Farm & City Supply supplies ...16.99
Farm & City Supply supplies .....4.59
Farm & City Supply supplies .....5.99
Farm & City Supply supplies ...25.00
Farm & City Supply supplies .....7.59
Farm & City Supply supplies .....6.59
Farm & City Supply supplies ...12.99
Farm & City Supply supplies .....9.99
Farm & City Supply supplies ...16.99
Farm & City Supply supplies ...17.99
Farm & City Supply supplies ...14.99
Farm & City Supply supplies ...19.96
Verizon service  ..................... 85.88
Pest Control Services of SE NE 
  service  ................................. 50.00
Next Generation Recreati Stanton    
  Lake Park Crazy Bones ....  250.61
Next Generation Recreati Stanton 
  Lake Park Crazy Bones ....  397.34
Next Generation Recreati Next 
 Generation-Spring Mate .. 1,991.69
O’Reilly Automotive Inc supp ..  8.99
O’Reilly Automotive Inc supp ...6.99
O’Reilly Automotive Inc supp ...5.99
O’Reilly Automotive Inc supp ...4.79
Jim Hill’s supplies  ................ 87.75
Jim Hill’s supplies  ................ 87.75
True Ag & Turf, LLC landscape 
  rake ................................. 1,300.00
El Camino Electric serv .... 1,387.20
FC Sanitation Service serv .. 130.00
Fund 150 - Parks Total: .... 6,536.65
 

FUND: 151 - AUDITORIM
zoro.com supplies  ................. 63.41
True Value Hardware supp .. 134.99
Brandon & Ashley Keithley 
  supplies  ............................. 250.00
Jones Air Conditioning serv . 225.00
Pest Control Services of SE NE 
  service  ................................. 50.00
Unifirst Corportation serv...... 66.55
Brad Griffin Consulting serv ..1,122.73
SNC SENTCO.NET, LLC 
  service ................................ 864.82
UCI Testing service  .............. 75.00
Meyer Home Center serv .... 130.00
FC Sanitation Service serv .. 130.00
National Business Furniture LLC 
  natl business furniture - d .. 928.18
National Business Furniture LLC 
  natl business furniture - d .. 308.12
National Business Furniture LLC 
  Reversible Reception 
  L-desk ............................. 1,563.50
Fund 151 - Auditorim 
  Total: ..............................  5,912.30
 

FUND: 170 - LIBRARY
Easy Squeegee Window Clean
   service  .............................. 220.00
SE Library System supplies .. 17.00
Mound City News sub ........... 45.91
Electronic Contracting Compa
   service ................................. 10.62
Electronic Contracting Compa
   service ..............................  402.15
Jim Hill’s supplies ................. 21.95
The New Yorker sub ............ 179.99
The Week subscription ........ 160.18
Countryside subscription  ...... 77.97
Grit subscription  ................... 24.95
Smithsonian Magazine sub ... 14.99
Oldhouse Journal sub ...........  18.00
Backwoods Home Mag sub .  26.00
House Beautiful sub .............. 34.97
Backyard Poultry sub ...........  59.97
Astronomy sub....................... 52.70
TIME subscription  ................ 72.00
Harper’s Magazine Sub, sub . 33.97
Fund 170 - Library Total: . 1,473.32
 

FUND: 180 - CEMETERY
Farm & City Supply supplies .. 5.00
Fund 180 - Cemetery Total: .... 5.00
 

FUND: 190 - STREETS
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 45.00
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 25.99
Mr Automotive supplies .......  56.97
Verizon service  ..................... 42.94
League Association of Risk Ma 
  2024 caterpillar wheel 
  loader  ............................. 2,405.31
Home Lumber Co supplies  .. 13.39
NMC Inc Snow Push, 14’ 
  Fusion  .......................... 10,835.00
Concrete Ind, Inc concrete  . 649.50
FC Sanitation Serv service  ... 65.00
True Ag & Turf, LLC supp.... 98.86
Fund 190 - Streets Total: 14,237.96
 
FUND: 195 - MECHANIC SHOP
Farm & City Supply supplies .. 1.88
Farm & City Supply supplies .. 2.16
Farm & City Supply supplies .. 3.78
Farm & City Supply supplies .. 5.99
Mr Automotive pico  ............... 5.33
Mr Automotive wiper blade .. 25.10
Interstate All Battery Center 
  supplies  ............................... 60.66
Rose Equipment CO. supp .... 68.30
Falls City Auto Supply filter . 11.76
Falls City Auto Supply supp ......7.59
Falls City Auto Supply supp ....11.76
Falls City Auto Supply supp ....25.44
Falls City Auto Supply supp ... 29.05
FC Auto Supply battery  ...... 112.72
FC  Auto Supply supplies  ....... 7.99
FC  Auto Supply supplies  ... 173.66
FC  Auto Supply supplies  ....... 6.90
FC  Auto Supply supplies  ....... 5.64
True Ag & Turf, LLC supplies 41.60
True Ag & Turf, LLC supp.... 92.96
Ditch Witch Under Con supp ..12.20
Ditch Witch Under Con Ditch Witch 
  - vac parts ..............................  9.20
Ditch Witch Under Con Ditch Witch 
  - vac parts  ............................ 23.65
Ditch Witch Under Con Ditch Witch 
  - vac parts  .......................... 650.76
Ditch Witch Under Con Ditch Witch 
  - vac parts  ............................ 26.08
Ditch Witch Under Con Ditch Witch 
  - vac parts  ............................ 10.17
Fund 195 - Mechanic Shop 
  Total:  .............................. 1,432.33

FUND: 205 - DISPATCHING
Lumen service  ................. 3,172.79
Nemaha County Sheriff’s Office 
  service .................................  63.00
Fund 205 - Dispatching 
  Total:  .............................. 3,235.79
 

FUND: 240 - CDBG - 
OWNER-OCCUPIER 

REHABILITATION PROGRAM
Halbert, Dunn & Burns, LLC 
  service  ............................ 1,542.00
Fund 240 - CDBG - Owner-
  Occupier Rehabilitation Program 
  Total:  .............................. 1,542.00

 
FUND: 245 - RURAL 

WORKFORCE HOUSING 
FUND

SENDD service  ...........105,967.00
Fund 245 - Rural Workforce 
  Housing Fund Total:  ..105,967.00

FUND: 280 - HOUSING 
ABATEMENT/DEMOLITION 

PROGRAM
Halbert, Dunn & Burns, LLC 
  service  ............................... 180.00
Brown Co Transfer waste .... 313.91
Fund 280 - Housing Abatement/
  Demo Program Total: ........ 493.91
 

FUND: 281 - SIDEWALK 
IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

Neil Scrivens sidewalk 
  imp  ................................. 1,500.00
Nick & Brandy Strecker sidewalk 
  improvement  .................. 1,200.00
Fund 281 - Sidewalk Improvement 
  Program Total: ...............  2,700.00
 

FUND: 600 - ELECTRIC
McDonald’s Restaurant food .. 21.49
Ameritas Billing 457 After Tax 
  % .......................................  250.88
Ameritas Billing 457 Pre Tax 
  Percentage  ...................... 1,226.28
CWA Dues CWA Union 
  Dues  .................................. 179.50
Medica Ins Group Health ..19,123.47
IBEW Local Union #1536 IBEW 
  Union Dues  ....................... 355.77
Dearborn Life Insurance Com
   Life Insurance  .................. 205.61
Ameritas Pension 457 Pre-Tax . 250.00
Ameritas Pension 457 Pre-Tax . 300.00
Ameritas Pension 457 Pre-Tax ....68.26
Ameritas Pension 457 Pre-Tax . 300.00
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  396.34
Ameritas Retirement 501a  .. 324.82
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  281.18
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  444.10
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  316.12
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  493.50
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  352.56
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  365.18
Ameritas Retirement 501a  .. 272.68
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  270.34
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  313.98
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  273.38
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  273.86
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  340.74
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  209.84
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  544.60
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  441.32
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  502.96
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  229.16
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  519.34
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  421.64
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  193.72
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  349.92
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  631.30
Ameritas Retirement 501a ..  990.12
American Natl Bank HSA ..  200.00
American Natl Bank HSA ....  71.00
American Natl Bank HSA ....  65.00
American Natl Bank HSA ..  200.00
American Natl Bank HSA ....  20.00
Department of the Treasury 
  Medicare Tax  ................. 2,976.56
Department of the Treasury Social 
  Securtity Tax ................  12,727.26
Nebraska Department of Reve
   State W/H Tax ............... 4,473.36
Department of the Treasury Federal 
   W/H .............................  10,457.68
Western Environmental S Western 
  Environmental Servic ... 10,940.00
Farm & City Supply supplies .. 3.21
Farm & City Supply supplies ...12.87
Farm & City Supp garden hose ..5.36
Farm & City Supply supplies  ..17.19
Farm & City Supply supplies ..  11.81
Farm & City Supply supplies  ..11.26
Farm & City Supply supplies  ....9.00
Farm & City Supply supplies .. 91.36
Farm & City Supply supp ... 134.36
Farm & City Supply supp ... 558.99
Farm & City Supply supp ....... 5.37
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 36.00
Farm & City Supply supp ....... 9.23
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 16.11
Farm & City Supply supp ... 138.68
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 10.74
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 59.12
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 69.86
Farm & City Supply supp ....... 5.14
Farm & City Supply supplies ...21.46
Farm & City Supply supplies ...12.89
Farm & City Supply supplies ...35.41
Farm & City Supply supplies ...88.53
Farm & City Supply supplies ...64.91
Farm & City Supply supplies ...48.28
Omaha Slings, Inc. Omaha Slings - 
   3’ and 5’  ........................... 192.95
Omaha Slings, Inc. Omaha Slings - 
  3’ and 5’ ............................  254.24
Auburn Board Of Public  storm 
  mutual aid  .................... 10,891.25
Halbert, Dunn & Burns, LLC 
  service  ............................... 150.00
T & R Electric Supply T & R 
  Electric - transformer te ....  540.00
T & R Electric Supply T & R 
  Electric - transformer te .  1,125.00
Amazon Capital Services perforated 
  paper .................................... 62.75
Amazon Capital Serv supp .... 80.26
Brad Griffin Consulting Griffin - 
  mini compuer  ................. 1,054.00
Tri-State Truck & Tractor Repa
  repairs ................................ 631.78
FC Merc  coffee packets  ....... 37.53
Subsurface Solutions Subsurface 
  Solutions - locater  ............  573.77
Subsurface Solutions Subsurface 
   Solutions - locater  ........  8,720.48
Pro Serv sav 816mf  .............. 17.94
RESCO Resco - inventory ...  53.79
RESCO Resco - inventory .. 116.46
RESCO Resco - inventory .. 122.33
Municipal Energy Agency of NE 
   service  ......................... 48,883.75
Municipal Energy Agency of NE 
  generation workshop - 
  dishong ..............................  200.00
Wolfes Printing supplies  ....... 21.23
Wolfes Printing supplies  ....... 22.04
Wolfes Printing supplies  ....... 39.73
Wesco Distribution Wesco - 
  Inventory  ........................... 127.39
Wesco Distribution Wesco - 
  Inventory  ........................... 145.13
Wesco Distribution Wesco - 
  Inventory  ........................... 685.31
Wesco Distribution Wesco - 
  Inventory  ........................... 188.13
Wesco Distribution Wesco - 
  Inventory  ........................... 292.93
Wesco Distribution Wesco - 
  Inventory  ........................... 526.75
Wesco Distribution Wesco - 
  Inventory  ............................. 42.46
Wesco Distribution Wesco - 
  Inventory  ........................... 688.00
Wesco Distribution Wesco - 
  Inventory  ........................... 188.13
Wesco Distribution Wesco - 
  Inventory  ........................ 2,382.15
Wesco Distribution Wesco - 

  Inventory  ........................... 838.50
Wesco Distribution Wesco - 
  invnentory  ......................... 387.00
Wesco Distribution Wesco - 
   Inventory  ....................... 1,161.00
Harmon’s OK Tire Harmon’s - 
  tire  ..................................... 392.37
Harmon’s OK Tire Harmon’s - 
  tire  ......................................... 1.00
Harmon’s OK Tire Harmon’s - 
  tire  ......................................... 5.38
Harmon’s OK Tire Harmon’s - 
  tire  ....................................... 10.75
Harmon’s OK Tire Harmon’s - 
  tire  ....................................... 30.00
Harmon’s OK Tire Harmon’s - 
  tire  ....................................... 45.00
League of Nebraska Municipali
  workshop  .......................... 195.00
Border States inventory electric  ....  
................................................ 28.23
Border States inventory electric  ....  
................................................ 74.11
Border States inventory electric  ....  
................................................ 98.36
Border States Border States - 
   electric project .................  145.00
Border States Border States - 
   electric project .................  171.38
Border States inventory electric  ....  
................................................ 22.58
Border States inventory electric  ....  
.............................................. 338.63
Border States Border States - 
   inventory  ............................ 45.15
Border States Border States - 
  inventory  ............................. 37.09
Border States Border States - 
  inventory  ........................ 3,721.65
Border States Border States - 
  inventory  ............................. 77.40
Border States Border States - 
  inventory  ............................. 56.87
Border States inventory electric  ....  
.............................................. 216.59
Border States Border States - 
  inventory  ........................... 126.85
Brady Worldwide Inc supplies  ......  
.............................................. 192.60
Jim Hill’s windshield ford f550 .....  
.............................................. 751.50
Verizon service ...................  133.73
Verizon service  ................... 404.52
Verizon service  ..................... 56.84
BOK Financial debt service, 
  fees  ............................... 46,657.50
BOK Financial debt service, 
  fees  ............................... 23,782.50
BOK Financial debt service, 
  fees  .............................440,000.00
BOK Financial debt service, 
  fees  .............................180,000.00
BOK Financial debt service, 
  fees  .................................... 200.00
BOK Financial debt service, 
  fees  .................................... 200.00
TASC service ........................  23.10
FC Sanitation Service serv .... 65.00
FC Sanitation Service serv .. 130.00
Mike Dishong travel ............ 106.25
Dutton-Lainson Co Dutton 
  outstanding transform ..  22,739.00
Fund 600 - Electric 
  Total:  ..........................878,368.05
 

FUND: 610 - WATER
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 18.26
Farm & City Supply cap pvc sch40 
  1/2”fpt  ................................... 1.92
Farm & City Supply supplies  . 9.23
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 29.02
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 31.16
Farm & City Supply supplies .. 6.10
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 22.54
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 34.38
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 38.64
Farm & City Supply supplies .. 7.51
Municipal Supply, Inc of Oma
   Municipal -water valves ....  53.02
Lincoln Winwater Works Co Win
  water - inventory  ................. 96.75
Lincoln Winwater Works Co Win
  water - inventory  ............... 290.25
Halbert, Dunn & Burns, LLC 
  service  ............................... 150.00
Nebraska Generator Service L
   Breaker for back up generator
  ...........................................  112.40
Nebraska Generator Service L
 Breaker for back up generator
.............................................  610.50
Nebraska Generator Service L
 Breaker for back up generator
..........................................  1,170.00
Nebraska Generator Service L
 Breaker for back up generator
..........................................  1,994.33
Amazon Capital Serv supp .. 196.00
Bahr Welding LLC service  . 474.75
Amazon Capital Services perforated 
  paper .................................... 62.75
Amazon Capital Serv supp ...  48.78
Amazon Capital Serv supp .... 79.99
Wolfes Printing supplies  ....... 39.73
Linde Gas & Equipment INC 
  CO2  ..................................... 29.49
Linde Gas & Equipment INC 
  CO2  ..................................... 99.17
Linde Gas & Equipment INC 
  CO2  ..................................... 48.54
Linde Gas & Equipment INC 
  CO2 ................................  5,320.74
Utility Service Co Inc serv.. 7,699.92
Verizon service  ................... 404.51
Verizon service  ..................... 82.96
Mississippi Lime Co 1/2 inch 
  pebble lime  .................... 9,462.80
BOK Financial debt service, fees  ..  
......................................... 27,218.75
BOK financial debt service, fees  ...  
.......................................205,000.00
BOK Financial debt service, fees  ..  
.............................................. 200.00
Edwards Chemicals Water 
  Treatment Chemicals  .......... 88.00
Edwards Chemicals Water 
  Treatment Chemicals  ............ 9.00
Edwards Chemicals Water 
  Treatment Chemicals ........  324.50
Sapps Bros, Inc. Lincoln Fuel for 
  Generator  .............................. 1.62
Sapps Bros, Inc. Lincoln Fuel for 
  Generator ..............................  0.40
Sapps Bros, Inc. Lincoln Fuel for 
  Generator  .............................. 0.86
Sapps Bros, Inc. Lincoln Fuel for 
  Generator  .............................. 1.20
Sapps Bros, Inc. Lincoln Fuel for 
  Generator .......................  1,033.47
Fund 610 - Water Total: .. 262,603.94
 

FUND: 620 - GAS
Clayton Energy Corp service  ........  
......................................... 71,996.85
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 43.00
Industrial Sales Company Inc gas 
  pipe ................................. 6,708.00
Industrial Sales Company Inc gas 
  pipe.................................  6,482.25
Groebner gas inventory ........  96.58
Halbert, Dunn & Burns, LLC
   service  .............................. 150.00
Amazon Capital Services perforated 
  paper .................................... 62.75
Wolfes Printing supplies .......  39.73

One Call Concepts, Inc locates  .....  
................................................ 91.04
Koons Gas Measurement (KGM - 
  AL-425 gas meters .......... 1,415.37
Koons Gas Measurement (KGM - 
  AL 425 meter ....................  710.33
Border States supplies ..........  22.73
Verizon service  ................... 404.51
Verizon service  ................... 162.97
FC Sanitation Service serv .... 65.00
True Ag & Turf, LLC freight ..10.42
Fund 620 - Gas Total:  .... 88,461.53
 

FUND: 630 - WASTEWATER
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 35.46
Farm & City Supply supp ..... 48.38
Farm & City Supply supplies .. 48.36
Farm & City Supply supplies .. 24.71
Farm & City Supply supplies .. 47.98
Farm & City Supply supplies .. 24.99
Farm & City Supply supplies .. 21.99
Farm & City Supply supplies ....  7.99
Farm & City Supply supplies ....  0.59
Farm & City Supply supplies ....  0.59
Farm & City Supply supplies ....  0.59
Farm & City Supply supplies ....  1.18
Farm & City Supply supplies ....  0.59
Farm & City Supply supplies ....  8.59
Farm & City Supply supplies ....  9.98
Farmers Cooperative supp ..1,230.39
Farmers Cooperative supp ..... 54.81
Brown Co Transfer waste ...  150.00
Halbert, Dunn & Burns, LLC 
  service  ............................... 150.00
Nebraska Generator Service L
   service  ........................... 5,028.40
Amazon Capital Services perforated 
  paper .................................... 62.75
Kawres supplies ......................  8.00
Kawres supplies  .................... 30.00
Kawres supplies  .................. 100.00
Kawres supplies  .................... 70.00
Wolfes Printing supplies .......  39.73
R/S Electric Motor Servic  Baldor 1 
   HP Motor ......................  5,002.76
Verizon service  ................... 404.50
Verizon service ...................... 42.94
Fund 630 - Wastewater Total:  .......  
......................................... 12,656.25
Grand Total: ..............  1,456,311.46
 

REPORT SUMMARY
FUND SUMMARY

FUND PAYMENT AMOUNT
100 - General  ................. 59,319.81
110 - Police  ...................... 9,988.21
115 - Animal Control ............  84.47
120 - Fire .......................... 1,250.00
130 - Building Inspections & Code 
  Enforcement  ....................... 42.94
150 - Parks  ....................... 6,536.65
151 - Auditorim  ............... 5,912.30
170 - Library  .................... 1,473.32
180 - Cemetery  ....................... 5.00
190 - Streets ...................  14,237.96
195 - Mechanic Shop .......  1,432.33
205 - Dispatching  ............ 3,235.79
240 - CDBG - Owner-Occupier 
  Rehabilitation Program  . 1,542.00
245 - Rural Workforce Housing 
  Fund  ...........................105,967.00
280 - Housing Abatement/
  Demolition Program .........  493.91
281 - Sidewalk Improvement 
  Program  ......................... 2,700.00
600 - Electric  ...............878,368.05
610 - Water ...................262,603.94
620 - Gas  ........................ 88,461.53
630 - Wastewater  ........... 12,656.25
Grand Total:  .............. 1,456,311.46

ACCOUNT SUMMARY
ACCOUNT NUMBER 

ACCOUNT NAME 
PAYMENT AMOUNT

100-01-00-21151 Payroll 
  Deductions Payab ........  55,777.15
100-01-11-52011 Telephone ..178.59
100-01-11-52109 Legal Expense  ..  
.............................................. 340.00
100-01-11-52118 Printing & 
  Publishing  ........................... 55.00
100-01-11-52160 Insurance 
  Expense  ............................. 217.00
100-01-11-52199 Other Contractual 
  Servic ................................  218.84
100-01-11-52372 Office Supplies  .  
.............................................. 273.23
100-01-11-52387 Postage/Shipping  
.................................................. 8.27
100-01-11-52429 Supplies & 
  Materials  ............................... 0.00
100-06-11-52109 Legal ........  60.00
100-06-11-52172 Payments to 
  Other Agen .....................  2,191.73
110-02-21-52011 Telephone  ...629.45
110-02-21-52014 Vehicle/
  Equipment Main .................  31.00
110-02-21-52015 Vehicle/
  Equipment Repa ................ -38.99
110-02-21-52109 Legal Expense  ..  
........................................... 3,037.00
110-02-21-52199 Other Contractual 
   Servic  ...........................  6,289.38
110-02-21-52387 Postage/Shipping  
................................................ 40.37
115-02-23-52011 Telephone . 42.94
115-02-23-52020 Electric Expense  
................................................ 41.53
120-02-22-51302 Association Dues  
........................................... 1,250.00
130-02-23-52011 Telephone ...42.94
150-05-51-52011 Telephone ...85.88
150-05-51-52014 Vehicle/
   Equipment Main ................  25.00
150-05-51-52085 Refuse/Recylcing  
.............................................. 130.00
150-05-51-52093 Building/Grounds 
   Maint .............................  4,670.11
150-05-51-52199 Other Contractual 
   Servic .................................  50.00
150-05-51-52429 Supplies & 
   Materials  .......................... 275.66
150-05-51-53250 Other Capital 
   Equipment  ..................... 1,300.00
151-05-51-52085 Refuse/Recycling  
.............................................. 130.00
151-05-51-52093 Building/Grounds 
   Maint ................................  418.41
151-05-51-52195 Technology 
   Services .........................  1,987.55
151-05-51-52199 Other Contractual 
   Servic ...............................  191.55
151-05-51-52420 Small Equipment  
.............................................. 384.99
151-05-51-53615 Furniture/
   Fixtures  ......................... 2,799.80
170-05-52-51300 Subscriptions & 
  Educati ..............................  801.60
170-05-52-52093 Building/Grounds 
   Maint ..................................  21.95
170-05-52-52198 Other 
   Professional Servi ............  220.00
170-05-52-52199 Other Contractual 
   Servic ...............................  412.77
170-05-52-52400 Books & 
   Periodicals  ......................... 17.00
180-05-53-52096 Operational 
   Equipment  ...........................  5.00
190-03-31-52003 Concrete  ...649.50
190-03-31-52011 Telephone ... 42.94
190-03-31-52014 Vehicle/
   Equipment Main ................  56.97
190-03-31-52015 Vehicle/
   Equipment Repa ................  98.86

190-03-31-52085 Refuse/
   Recycling  ........................... 65.00
190-03-31-52160 Insurance 
   Expense  ......................... 2,405.31
190-03-31-52175 Rent & Leases - 
   Equipm ........................  10,835.00
190-03-31-52429 Supplies & 
   Materials  ............................ 45.00
190-03-31-52935 Other Supplies  ..  
................................................ 39.38
195-03-66-52330 Merchandise for 
   Resale ............................  1,421.36
195-03-66-52429 Supplies & 
   Materials  ............................ 10.97
205-02-24-52160 Insurance 
   Expense  .............................. 63.00
205-02-24-52199 Other Contractual 
   Servic ............................  3,172.79
240-06-00-52109 Legal 
   Expense  ......................... 1,542.00
245-01-00-52900 Construction 
   Expense  .....................105,967.00
280-06-23-52109 Legal Expense  ..  
.............................................. 180.00
280-06-23-52176 Demolition 
   Expense  ............................ 313.91
281-06-23-52901 Grants Issued  ....  
........................................... 2,700.00
600-07-00-10500 Inventory-
   Electric Gener .............  35,527.97
600-07-00-21151 Payroll 
   Deductions Payab .......  63,203.33
600-07-00-52109 Legal Expense  ..  
.............................................. 150.00
600-07-00-52199 Other Contractual 
   Servic .................................  23.10
600-07-00-52303 Commodity 
   Purchase for ................  48,883.75
600-07-00-54103 Interest Expense   
......................................... 70,440.00
600-07-00-54110 Principal 
   Payments  ...................620,000.00
600-07-00-54115 Debt Service 
   Fees  .................................. 400.00
600-07-61-51310 Training, 
   Meetings & Co ..................  21.49
600-07-61-52011 Telephone ....538.25
600-07-61-52015 Vehicle/
   Equipment Repa ...........  1,116.28
600-07-61-52085 Refuse/Recycling  
................................................ 65.00
600-07-61-52094 Infrastructure 
   Maintena .....................  10,891.25
600-07-61-52096 Operational 
   Equipment  ....................  1,665.00
600-07-61-52118 Printing Expense  
................................................ 17.94
600-07-61-52372 Office Supplies  .  
.............................................. 186.28
600-07-61-52420 Small Equipment  
.............................................. 447.19
600-07-61-52429 Supplies &
    Materials ...........................  86.79
600-07-61-52935 Other Supplies  ..  
.............................................. 988.63
600-07-61-53250 Other Capital 
   Equipment  ..................... 9,294.25
600-07-61-53550 Utility Systems & 
   Structu ..............................  316.38
600-07-62-51310 Training, 
   Meetings & Co ................  501.25
600-07-62-52011 Telephone  ...56.84
600-07-62-52085 Refuse/Recycling  
.............................................. 130.00
600-07-62-52094 Infrastructure 
   Maintena .....................  10,940.00
600-07-62-52195 Technology 
   Expense .........................  1,054.00
600-07-62-52333 Uniforms/Safety 
  Supplies.............................  192.60
600-07-62-52372 Office Supplies  .  
................................................ 39.73
600-07-62-52420 Small Equipment  
........................................... 1,177.86
600-07-62-52429 Supplies & 
   Materials  ............................ 12.89
610-07-00-10500 Inventory-Water   
.............................................. 440.02
610-07-65-52011 Telephone ....487.47
610-07-65-52093 Building/Grounds 
   Maint ..................................  79.99
610-07-65-52096 Operational 
   Equipment  ....................  3,887.23
610-07-65-52109 Legal Expense  ..  
.............................................. 150.00
610-07-65-52199 Other Contractual 
   Servic ............................  7,699.92
610-07-65-52300 Chemicals  .........  
......................................... 15,382.24
610-07-65-52333 Uniforms/Safety 
   Supplies............................  244.78
610-07-65-52372 Office Supplies  .  
.............................................. 102.48
610-07-65-52429 Supplies & 
   Materials  ....................... 1,711.06
610-07-65-54103 Interest Expense   
......................................... 27,218.75
610-07-65-54110 Principal 
   Payments  ...................205,000.00
610-07-65-54115 Debt Service 
Fees  ..................................... 200.00
620-07-63-10500 Inventory-Gas  ..  
......................................... 13,309.56
620-07-63-52011 Telephone ..567.48
620-07-63-52085 Refuse/Recycling  
................................................ 65.00
620-07-63-52094 Infrastructure 
   Maintena .......................  2,125.70
620-07-63-52109 Legal Expense  ..  
.............................................. 150.00
620-07-63-52199 Other Contractual 
   Servic .................................  91.04
620-07-63-52303 Commodity 
   Purchase for ................  71,996.85
620-07-63-52372 Office Supplies  .  
.............................................. 102.48
620-07-63-52387 Postage/Shipping  
................................................ 10.42
620-07-63-52429 Supplies & 
   Materials  ............................ 43.00
630-07-64-52011 Telephone ....447.44
630-07-64-52085 Refuse/Recycling  
.............................................. 150.00
630-07-64-52090 Office Equipment 
   Repair  ................................. 70.00
630-07-64-52096 Operational 
   Equipment  ....................  5,002.76
630-07-64-52099 Other 
   Maintenance & R ..........  6,470.51
630-07-64-52109 Legal Expense  ..  
.............................................. 150.00
630-07-64-52195 Technology 
   Expense  .............................. 38.00
630-07-64-52372 Office Supplies  .  
.............................................. 202.48
630-07-64-52420 Small Equipment  
.............................................. 125.06
Grand Total:  .............. 1,456,311.46

PROJECT ACCOUNT SUM-
MARY

PROJECT ACCOUNT KEY 
PAYMENT AMOUNT

**None** ..................1,331,578.31
21100153550  ...................... 316.38
24101352109  ........................ 60.00
24101452900  ...............105,967.00
24-1015-190-52935  .............. 39.38
24-1015-52094(1)  .......... 10,891.25
24-1015-600-52935 - 998 
   Utilities  ............................ 988.63
630-07-64-52014  ............. 6,470.51
Grand Total:  .............. 1,456,311.46

ZNEZ



Over One hundred years agO…
tOp headline in the FC Journal

B.O.p.W.

Harold Lloyd is often forgotten these days, but some may remember 
him as one of the top three silent film comedians often spoken about 
in the same breath as Buster Keaton and Charlie Chaplin. Lloyd was 
born in Burchard, NE and it has been recorded that he spent time in 
Humboldt, NE.

Lloyd was major film star at one time so it was big news in Richard-
son County and Nebraska when he did most anything.

This was the top story in the July 17, 1923 Falls City Journal.
Relatives of Harold Lloyd, film star, hold a reunion at Lincoln
James Dorsie Lloyd of Los Angeles is in Lincoln, the guest of his 

nephew, Loyd Dort, Assistant Attorney General.
Mr. Lloyd is the father of Harold Lloyd, the movie star. He has been 

in Los Angeles ever since he got his son into the movies 13 years ago. 
He formerly lived at Pawnee City, Neb. He and four brothers held a 
family reunion at Mr. Dort’s residents in Lincoln yesterday.

Mr. Lloyd said that he just returned from New York, where he left his 
son, Harold and bride, formerly Mildred Davis, enjoying a real honey-
moon.

Assistant Attorney General Lloyd Dort is well known in Falls City, 
being a member of the firm of Dort, Cain and Dort, attorneys. 

It was during this time that Lloyd was coming off the success of one 
of his most well known films, Safety Last. The film came out in April 
of 1923. The iconic image of Lloyd dangling from a clock is one of the 
most well known of the comedian. The film also stars his almost wife, 
Mildred Davis as “the girl.”

Harold Lloyd got the idea for this film when he saw Bill Strother 
climbing the Brockman Building in Los Angeles as a stunt one day. 
Lloyd - who had a difficult time watching anyone else perform a dan-
gerous stunt because he had no control over that situation - hid behind 
a corner, peeking to check on Strother’s progress every few moments. 
After Strother reached the roof, Lloyd went up and introduced himself.
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REGULAR MEETING OF 
THE FALLS CITY BOARD OF 

PUBLIC WORKS
November 21, 2024
2307 Barada Street
Falls City, Nebraska

  A regular meeting of the Board 
of Public Works of the City of 
Falls City, Nebraska, was held at 
the City Hall, 2307 Barada Street 
in said City on the 21st day of 
November 2024 at 5:30 o’clock 
P.M.  Present were: Board Mem-
bers:  Froeschl, Joy, Koopman, 
Rieger. Absent:  Johansen.  Trevor 
Campbell recorded the minutes of 
the meeting.  Notice of the meet-
ing was given in advance thereof 
by posting in three public places, 
a designated method for giving 
notice as shown by the Certificate 
of Posting Notice attached to these 
minutes.  Notice of this meeting 

was given to the Board Chairman 
and all members of the Board and 
a copy of their acknowledgment of 
receipt of notice and the agenda is 
attached to the minutes.  Availabil-
ity of the agenda was communicat-
ed in the advance notice and in the 
notice to the Chairman and Board 
of this meeting.  All proceedings 
hereafter shown were taken while 
the convened meeting was open to 
the attendance of the public.  The 
Chairman publicly stated to all in 
attendance that a current copy of 
the Nebraska Open Meetings Act 
was available for review and in-
dicated the location of such copy 
posted in the room where the meet-
ing was being held.

CONSENT AGENDA
  A motion was made by Joy and 
seconded by Froeschl to approve 
the consent agenda as follows: 
WHEREAS, certain business of the 
Board of Public Works of the City 
of Falls City (City) transpires on a 

regular and routine basis or is not of 
controversial nature; and WHERE-
AS, roll call votes on each individ-
ual issue greatly extend the meet-
ing time. NOW, THEREFORE, BE 
IT HEREBY RESOLVED BY the 
Board of Public Works that in the 
interest of economizing time, yet 
complying with the Public Meet-
ing Laws of the State of Nebraska, 
which require roll call voting, the 
following issues are hereby consol-
idated in this Consent Resolution:  
1. BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
BY the Board of Public Works that 
the minutes from the November 7, 
2024, regular meeting are hereby 
approved.  2. BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED BY the Board of 
Public Works that the agenda for 
November 21, 2024, is hereby ap-
proved.  3. BE IT FURTHER RE-
SOLVED BY the Board of Public 
Works that the Claims for Novem-
ber 2, 2024, through November 15, 
2024, are hereby approved. 4. BE 
IT FURTHER RESOLVED BY 
the Board of Public Works that the 
Consent Agenda for November 21, 
2024, is hereby approved.  Roll 
was called on this motion and the 
members voted as follows: “YEA” 
Froeschl, Joy, Koopman, Rieger.  
“NAY” None.  “ABSENT” Johan-
sen.  Motion carried.
PUBLIC HEARING-REVIEW 
OF FALLS CITY’S ONE AND 

SIX YEAR STREET 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN

  Trevor Campbell declared a pub-
lic hearing open at 5:50 P.M.  Ols-
son & Associates was in attendance 
and made a presentation of the One 
and Six Year process.   There was 
no public comment.  Trevor Camp-
bell then declared the public hear-
ing closed at 6:23 P.M.

RECOMMENDATION TO 
ADOPT FALLS CITY’S ONE 

AND SIX YEAR STREET 
IMPROVEMENT PLAN

  A motion was made by Froeschl 
and seconded by Rieger to recom-
mend to adopt Falls City’s One and 
Six Year Street Improvement Plant.  
Roll was called on this motion and 
the members voted as follows: 
“YEA” Froeschl, Joy, Koopman, 
Rieger.  “NAY” None.  “ABSENT” 
Johansen.  Motion carried.

RECOMMENDATION 
AUTHORIZING EXECUTION 

OF THE YEAR END 
CERTIFICATION OF CITY 

STREET SUPERINTENDENT 
FOR CALENDAR YEAR 2024 

  A motion was made by Joy and 
seconded by Froeschl to approve 
recommendation authorizing ex-
ecution of the Year End Certifica-
tion of City Street Superintendent 
for Calendar Year 2024.  Roll 
was called on this motion and the 
members voted as follows: “YEA” 
Froeschl, Joy, Koopman, Rieger.  
“NAY” None.  “ABSENT” Johan-
sen.  Motion carried.

RECOMMEND 
APPOINTMENT OF JUST 

STARK, CLASS A 

SUPERINTENDENT’S LI-
CENSE S-1534 & ENGINEER’S 

LICENSE E-13167, AS THE 
CITY STREET SUPERINTEN-
DENT FOR CALENDAR YEAR 

2025 BY MUNICIPAL 
CONTRACT

  A motion was made by Rieger 
and seconded by Joy to approve the 
recommendation of appointment 
as presented.  Roll was called on 
this motion and the members voted 
as follows: “YEA” Froeschl, Joy, 
Koopman, Rieger.  “NAY” None.  
“ABSENT” Johansen.  Motion car-
ried.

RECOMMENDATION TO 
APPOINT MILLER & 

ASSOCIATES AS THE CITY’S 
SPECIAL ENGINEER FOR 

WATER AND WASTEWATER 
PROJECTS FOR CALENDAR 
YEARS 2025, 2026 AND 2027

  A motion was made by Joy and 
seconded by Froeschl to approve 
the recommendation of appoint-
ment as presented.  Roll was called 
on this motion and the members 
voted as follows: “YEA” Froeschl, 
Joy, Koopman, Rieger.  “NAY” 
None.  “ABSENT” Johansen.  Mo-
tion carried.

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 
6:32 PM

  I, the undersigned, City Clerk 
for the City of Falls City, Nebras-
ka, hereby certify that the forego-
ing is a true and correct copy of 
proceedings had and done by the 
Vice Chairman and Board on No-
vember 21, 2024, that all of the 
subjects included in the foregoing 
proceedings were contained in the 
agenda for the meeting, kept con-
tinually current and available for 
public inspection at the office of 
the City Clerk; that such agenda 
items were sufficiently descriptive 
to give the public reasonable no-
tice of the matters to be considered 
at the meeting; that such subjects 
were contained in said agenda for 
at least twenty-four hours prior to 
said meeting; that at least one copy 
of all reproducible material dis-
cussed at the meeting was available 
at the meeting for examination and 
copying by members of the public; 
that the said minutes from which 
the foregoing proceedings have 
been extracted were in written form 
and available for public inspection 
within ten working days and pri-
or to the next convened meeting 
of said body; that all news media 
requesting notification concerning 
meetings of said body were pro-
vided advance notification of the 
time and place of said meeting and 
the subjects to be discussed at said 
meeting; and that a current copy 
of the Nebraska Open Meetings 
Act was available and accessible 
to members of the public, posted 
during such meeting in the room in 
which such meeting was held.

 City Clerk
Secretary
Chairman

ZNEZ
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couNty 
commiSSioNerS

NOTICE OF 
INCORPORATION

OF RICHARDSON COUNTY 
CRUDE, INC.

 
  Notice is hereby given of the in-
corporation under the laws of the 
State of Nebraska of Richardson 
County Crude, Inc., a Nebraska 
corporation.  The address of the 
Corporation’s registered office is 
620 West 20th Street, Falls City, 
Nebraska 68355, and the name of 
the initial registered agent at such 
address is Allison M. Yoesel. The 
authorized capital stock of the Cor-
poration is 10,000 shares of voting 
common stock of $1.00 par value 
each.  The name and address of 
the incorporator is Kent Endacott, 
3201 Pioneers Blvd, Suite 300, 
Lincoln, NE 68502.
 

Kent Endacott
Endacott Timmer PC LLO

3201 Pioneers Blvd, Suite 300
Lincoln, NE 68502

27-4-11
ZNEZ

4-11-18-24-31
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION 
OF

CAKZ LLC

  Notice is hereby given that CAKZ 
LLC, a Nebraska Limited Liabili-
ty Company, has been organized 
under the laws of the State   of 
Nebraska with its registered of-
fice located at 1719 Stone Street, 
Falls City, Nebraska. The Limited 
Liability Company is organized to 
engage in and to do any lawful act 
concerning any and all lawful busi-
ness, other than banking or insur-
ance, for which a limited liability 
company may be organized under 
the laws of Nebraska. Said Limited 
Liability Company was organized 
on October 28, 2024 and shall have 
perpetual existence. The affairs of 
the Limited Liability Company are 
to be conducted by one or more 
managers as provided in the Op-
erating Agreement and the initial 
manager is Patricia Kiekhaefer.

Patricia Kiekhaefer, Manager

WEAVER & MERZ
Douglas E. Merz #12807
Samantha K. Scheitel #26389
1719 Stone Street
P. O. Box 569
Falls City, NE 68355
402-245-3015

27-4-11
ZNEZ

NOTICE OF ORGANIZATION
OF

BKJO FARMS, LLC
Notice is hereby given that BKJO 

FARMS, LLC has organized under 
the laws of the State of Nebraska 
with its designated office at 2213 
Harlan St. Falls City. NE 68355. 
The general nature of thc business 
to be transacted and carried on by 
it shall be to engage generally in 
the transaction of any or all lawful 
business for which a limited liabil-
ity company may be organized in 
Nebraska. Specifically, the limited 
liability company shall engage in 
the business of Farming. The stat-
ed capital of the limited liability 
company shall consist of $600.00. 
The limited liability company shall 
have perpetual existence, become 
effective, and commence doing 
business on the 2nd day of April, 
2024. The address of the regis-
tered office of the limited liability 
company is 819 O. St. Lincoln, NE 
68508. The name of the registered 
agent is Greder Law Office, PC, 
LLO.

Dated this 4th day of April, 2024.

By: Gregory A. Greder, #19302
Attorney at Law

819 “O” Street
Lincoln, NE 68508

402-423-9020
402-903-4001 FAX

27-4-11
ZNEZ

NOTICE TO ALL 
RICHARDSON COUNTY RESIDENTS
The Richardson County Assessor’s Office is no-

tifying all Richardson County Residents that 
have built or are planning on building on their 
property, have torn down any buildings, or if the 
conditions of buildings have changed to please 
report it to the Assessor’s Office.  
The reporting period to make adjustments to 

the following year property tax is between Janu-
ary 1st and March 15th. 
If you have any questions please contact the 

Richardson County Assessor at (402)245-4012.

NOTICE
In the County Court of 

Richardson County, Nebraska.
In the Matter of the Estate of 
Walter M. Fritz, Deceased.

Case No. PR24-51

  Notice is hereby given that on 
November 27, 2024, in the Coun-
ty Court of Richardson County, 
Nebraska, Michael Fritz, whose 
address is 1103 Kickapoo St., 
Hiawatha, KS 66434, was infor-
mally appointed by the Registrar 
as Personal Representative of the 
above-entitled intestate Estate.

  Creditors of this Estate must file 
their claims with this Court on or 
before February 11, 2025 or be for-
ever barred. 

Bethany K. Godemann
Clerk Magistrate

County Court of Richardson 
County

1700 Stone Street, Room 205
Falls City, NE 68355

WEAVER & MERZ
Douglas E. Merz, No. 12807
1719 Stone Street
P.O. Box 569
Falls City, NE 68355
(402) 245-3015

11-18-24
ZNEZ

Village of Stella Board of 
Trustees Regular Meeting, 

November 4, 2024 at 7:00 P.M. at 
the Stella Community Building
Present:  Jim Donahoe, Rick Ram-

er and Heath Stanley
Absent:  Ray Lovett and Paulina 

Gossman
Guests:  Ira Hall, Laura French, 

Kristy Fischer, Craig Ely, Diana 
Stahlecker
The meeting was called to order 

at 7:00 P.M. by Chairman Stanley 
and roll call was taken.  Chairman 
Stanley noted the posting of the 
open meeting act and the Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited.
Motion by Ramer and seconded 

by Donahoe to approve the agenda 
as presented.  All voted yea.
presented.  All voted yea.
Motion by Donahoe and seconded 

by Ramer to approve the treasur-
er’s report.  All voted yea.
Motion by Donahoe and seconded 

by Ramer to approve payment of 
the claims and payroll as presented.  
All voted yea.
COMMUNICATIONS:  It was 

noted that the construction crew are 
to pick up the concrete pieces from 
the hiway work.  A nice turnout of 
children was in attendance of the 
Halloween Costume contest.
Streets:  Patch streets in spring
Street lights:  None
Park:  None
Water and Sewer:  Water line to 

Lundy’s has been replaced, new 
sewer line under highway has been 
moved and completed.  State in-
spection of the water system was 
held. Flyers will be sent to every 
household to see what kind of ma-
terial is from the curb stop to the 
water main.  

Village of 
Stella

NOTICE 

  A total of 121 cases will be heard 
by the Board in December 2024.  
The following case(s) sentenced in 
Richardson County will be seen by 
the Board of Parole.

December 27, 2024 – 8:30 a.m. 
 
Community Correctional Center - 
Lincoln, Lincoln, Nebraska
Miller, Stephanie     393423 
   Manu/Dist/Del/Disp or Poss W/I

Rosalyn Cotton, Chair
Nebraska Board Of Parole
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Village of Rulo
Board Meeting Agenda

Notice of meeting provided to 
the public by 1PM on Monday, 
November 11, 2024 at Swingin’ 
Doors, Wild Bill’s and the Rulo 
Library

Tuesday November 12, 2024 at 
6:00pm at Rulo Auditorium

Board Chairperson, Becky Sim-
monds, called the meeting to or-
der at 6:01PM. Roll call – Present: 
Mike Keller, Regina Barber, Becky 
Simmonds and Clerk, Rachel Jean 
– Absent: Todd Thompson

A motion was made by M. Keller 
to approve the October meeting 
minutes. Motion seconded by R. 
Barber. Roll call – YEA: Keller, 
Barber, Simmonds. Motion carried

2024 General Election results 
were reviewed.  Board members 
elected were Becky Simmonds and 
Kraig Coonce. The Village also 
voted “For” the 1% sales tax mea-
sure.

Ordinance 24-02 was read but 
failed to pass due to absent board 
member.  Special meeting to be 
scheduled for future date. 

R. Barber made a motion to ap-
prove a purchase request for a new 
power cord for the water meter 
radio equipment and purchase a 
computer backup plan for village 
record retention. Motion seconded 
by Keller. Roll call – YEA: Barber, 
Keller, Simmonds. Motion carried.  

The board discussed details and 
flyer for the “Evening with Santa” 
which is scheduled for December 
14, 2024 5-7pm. 

R. Jean reported that no present 
conflicts if K. Coonce were to serve 
his term as board member and Fire 
Chief simultaneously.  Any other 
issues to be reported as necessary. 

B. Simmonds signed letter of 
notification to Richardson County 
Sheriff’s Office regarding decision 
made at October meeting. 

Road maintenance discussed with 
plan of action to add rock to var-
ious sections of road before snow. 

R. Barber made a motion to ap-
prove expenditure of up to $1800 
to finish the floor in the library. 
Motion seconded by Keller. Roll 
call – YEA: Barber, Keller, Sim-
monds. Motion carried. 

R. Barber made a motion to ap-
prove payroll and claims. Motion 
seconded by Keller. Roll call – 
YEA: Barber, Keller, Simmonds. 
Motion carried. 

GENERAL - Hamilton Recycling 
$50.00 (svcs), OPPD $1080.51 
(svcs), Falls City Journal $134.87 
(svcs), SNC $51.07 (svcs), True 
Value (supplies) $37.20, Robert W 
Aitken, CPA $900.00 (svcs), Home 
Lumber (supplies) $100.40, Ralph 
Popejoy $25.00 (reimb, supplies), 
payroll $3196.58

ROADS – Grandview Oil 
$341.16 (fuel)

FIRE – Rulo Vol. Fire Depart-
ment $150.00 (reimb – fuel), Rulo 
Vol. Fire Department $689.00 (re-
imb. truck repairs), Rulo Vol. Fire 
Department $73.43 (reimb – anten-
na parts)

WATER – NE Dept of Reve-
nue $39.32 (sales tax), gWorks 
$3930.00 (2025 contract), US Post-
al Service $219.00 (postage), City 
of Falls City $3707.52 (svcs), NE 
Public Health Env Lab $252.00 
(svcs), Wolfe’s Printing $8.36 (sup-
plies)

R. Jean reviewed water utility 
accounts. 1 account due to receive 
disconnection notice. 

R. Popejoy brought forth an 
emergent issue regarding necessary 
repairs required to city truck with 
utilizes the snow plow. He will 
provide estimates for parts/work 
required. 

R. Jean presented the September 
Keno Report

M. Keller made a motion to ad-
journ the meeting at 7:05pm. Mo-
tion seconded by R. Barber. Roll 
call – YEA: Keller, Barber, Sim-
monds. Motion carried and meet-
ing adjourned. 

Next regular meeting scheduled 
for December 10, 2024 at 6:00pm.  

ZNEZ

Village of rulo

RICHARDSON COUNTY 
BOARD OF 

COMMISSIONERS
NOVEMBER 27, 2024

CALL TO ORDER
The regular meeting of the Rich-

ardson County Board of Com-
missioners was called to order by 
Chairman Caverzagie at 9:00 a.m. 
on Wednesday, November 27, 
2024.  Roll call was answered by 
Sickel and Caverzagie.  Commis-
sioner Karas was absent.  Chair-
man Caverzagie gave the Invoca-
tion and Commissioner Sickel led 
the Pledge of Allegiance.   Chair-
man Caverzagie announced that 
the open meeting laws have been 
posted at the entrance to the meet-
ing room.  

A motion was made by Caver-
zagie to approve the minutes of 
the November 20, 2024, meeting 
as presented.   Motion seconded 
by Sickel.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  
Karas-absent, Sickel-aye, Caverza-
gie-aye.  Motion carried.  

A motion was made by Sickel 
to approve the agenda as posted.  
Motion seconded by Caverzagie.  
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-ab-
sent, Sickel-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  
Motion carried.  The agenda is 
posted at the Richardson County 
Courthouse in the First Floor Lob-
by, the Lower-Level Lobby and 
on the Commissioner’s Meeting 
Room door on the 2nd Floor and 
on the Richardson County website 
www.richardsoncountyne.gov.

COUNTY TREASURER
Amanda Bartek-Ramsey, Coun-

ty Treasurer presented to the Board 
the replacement for a pledge secu-
rity receipt from State Bank of Ta-
ble Rock.   

Motion was made by Sickel 
to approve an Irrevocable Letter 
of Credit No. 90428 as a replace-
ment for pledge security receipt 
#JC78556E from State Bank of 
Table Rock which was presented 
by County Treasurer, Amanda Bar-
tek-Ramsey.  Motion seconded by 
Caverzagie.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  
Karas-absent, Sickel-aye, Caverza-
gie-aye.  Motion carried.

ROAD & BRIDGE 
DEPARTMENT

Highway Superintendent, Steve 
Darveau, Jr. updated the Board on 
the routine maintenance being done 
on the county roads and bridges 
this past week.   

Motion was made by Caverzagie 
to adopt Resolution 2024-2025-19 
to authorize the Chairman to sign 
the Certification of County High-
way Superintendent to be submit-
ted to the NE Department of Trans-

portation so Richardson County 
would qualify for the annual incen-
tive payment.  Motion seconded 
by Sickel.   ROLL CALL VOTE:  
Karas-absent, Sickel-aye, Caverza-
gie-aye.  Motion carried.  (Resolu-
tion Book 28, Page 18)  

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
CENTER

Jeremiah Franks, Chief Deputy 
Sheriff updated the Board on the 
routine business within the Law 
Enforcement Center this past week.   
It was reported that 12 inmates are 
being held at the Jail as of today.   

A request was made by the Sher-
iff to hire an additional dispatcher.  
After discussion, the Board relayed 
to Deputy Franks that this would be 
approved but that they would rec-
ommend employment of the new 
hire begin after January 1.     

CLAIMS
A motion was made by Cav-

erzagie to allow the payment of 
all claims that were submitted to-
day.   Motion seconded by Sickel.   
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-ab-
sent, Sickel-aye, Caverzagie-aye.   
Motion carried.  

(The claims listed below are 
available for public inspection 
at the office of the County Clerk 
during regular business hours.)

  GENERAL FUND
 Amazon, supp .......................59.81
 Brown, Patty, reimb ..............25.19
 East Richardson Rural Water Dist. 
#2, serv ................................215.75
 Eickhoff, Mary L., reimb ......85.09
 Falls City Journal, ads .......1597.82
 Falls City Mercantile, supp ...74.59
 First Concord, fees ..............234.00
 Frederick, Keia, reimb ..........12.60
 Jefferson County Sheriff, 
  fees ......................................44.60
 Kawre’s Superstore, supp ......18.81
 Lincoln National Life Ins., life 
  ins ....................................1480.21
 Medica, ins ......................45898.37
 Miller-Monroe, ins ................80.00
 MIPS, serv.........................3277.10
 National Assoc. of Counties, 
  dues ...................................450.00
 Nestor & Mercure, serv .....9000.00
 OneNeck IT Solutions, 
  serv ..................................1012.02
 O’Reilly Automotive, supp ...27.99
 Richardson County Clerk Petty 
  Cash Acct., reimb  ...............12.10
 Richardson County Vendor, FICA/
  retire/etc ........................24346.37
 Summit Fire Protection,
   serv ...................................372.00
 SumnerOne, serv ...................76.00
 Wolfes Printing, supp ..........143.75
 Payroll Expense ............115948.21
 TOTAL GENERAL 
  FUND .......................$204,492.38

ROAD & BRIDGE FUND
 Farm & City Supply, supp ..233.10
 Hullman’s Ford Lincoln, Inc., 
  supp .....................................23.26
 Martin Marietta Materials, 
  rock ...............................26080.70
 NMC, Inc., supp ..................217.86
 Norris, Quarries, LLC, 
  rock .................................4298.61
 UniFirst Corporation, supp ...53.12
 Payroll Expense  .............32660.49
 TOTAL ROAD & BRIDGE 
  FUND ...........................63,567.14

REG OF DEEDS P&M FUND
 MIPS, serv...........................319.05
 TOTAL REG OF DEEDS P&M 
  FUND ..............................$319.05

DRUG COURT FUND
 Hawkins, Seth, serv ...........1200.00
 Morrissey, Morrissey & Dalluge, 
  serv ..................................1200.00
 TOTAL DRUG COURT 
  FUND ...........................$2,400.00

INHERITANCE TAX FUND
 Quad County Historical Society, 
  fund .................................5000.00
 TOTAL OF INHERITANCE TAX 
  FUND ...........................$5,000.00

HWY BOND REPAYMENT 
FUND

 BOK Financial Corp., 
  pymnt ..............................1817.50
 TOTAL HWY BOND 
  REPAYMENT FUND ..$1,817.50

ADJOURNMENT
A motion was made by Sickel to 

adjourn the meeting at 10:55 a.m.   
Motion seconded by Caverzagie.   
ROLL CALL VOTE:  Karas-ab-
sent, Sickel-aye, Caverzagie-aye.  
Motion carried.   The Board will 
meet again on Wednesday, De-
cember 4, 2024, at 9:00 a.m. in the 
Commissioner’s Meeting Room, 
Courthouse, Falls City.   The agen-
da is kept current at the County 
Clerk’s Office. 

John Caverzagie, Chairman
Mary L. Eickhoff, County Clerk

ZNEZ

CERTIFICATE OF 
ORGANIZATION

LIMITED LIABILITY 
COMPANY

 Name of the limited liability 
company: Coupe LLC. Street and 
mailing address of the initial des-
ignated office: 720 E 21st St., Falls 
City, NE 68355. Name of the initial 
agent for service of process: Logan 
James Coupe. Street, mailing ad-
dress and post office box (if any) 
of the initial agent for service of 
process: 720 E 21st St., Falls City, 
NE 68355. 

Effective date if other than the date 
filed 12/11/24.

/s/ Logan James Coupe
Name of Organizer

11-18-24
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Library:  Library board and Li-
brary survey were discussed.
Maintenance man:  none
Planning:  none
Tree Board: none
Community Bldg:  Bug bombs 

have been set off twice
Old Business:  Next meeting the 

sheriff will be asked options the 
village can take concerning the 
chickens within the village and 
property clean up.
The Christmas tree hopefully will 

be here by the 6th of this month.
New Business:  Salary was dis-

cussed for the village clerk.  Mo-
tion by Ramer to pay $700 per 
month with a second by Donahoe.  
All present voted yea.
Yards that were affected by the 

repair of the sewer line need to be 
fixed and seeded.
Motion by Ramer to appoint JEO 

Consulting for street engineers was 
made.  Second by Donahoe.  All 
voted yea.  
Motion by Donahoe to appoint 

Evan Wickersham the street super-
intendent.  Second by Ramer.  All 
voted yea.
No water shut offs.
Kristy Fischer asked if a building 

permit was needed to replace the 
Stella Vault’s roof and to repair 
windows.  No permit is needed for 
repairs.
Motion made to adjourn at 7:36 

p.m. by Ramer with a second by 
Donahoe.  All present voted yea. 

Jana Wheeler
Village clerk

Claims and Payroll for 
November 4, 2024

Jana Wheeler, Clerk wage ...550.00
Jana Wheeler, Quicken, laptop, 
  postage, Office supplies, 
  ink .................................... 995.34
Tracy Milke, Water/Sewer 
  Operator Wage ................. 350.00
Tracy Milke, Supplies, 
  mileage ..............................272.78
Aaron Davis, Assistant Water/
  Sewer wage .......................300.00
Ira Hall, 8 hours @ $8.00 ......64.00
Elisabeth Griffith, 44 hours @  
  $10.00 Setting up computer, 
  programs etc ......................440.00
OPPD, well electricity ........620.91
FC Journal, Publications .....568.94
Animal Health Center, Animal 
  Control Contract ..................30.00
Casey Agency, insurance ..4862.00
Berwick Coop, streets ...........88.76
Davis PHE, LLC, repair skimmer 
  travel trolly ........................187.50
NPPD, Village Barn ..............46.63
 Streets ..................................474.28
Sewer ...................................423.43
 Water .....................................45.82
 Library .....................................6.32
 Community Bldg ................   25.27
Greenhouse ...........................76.99
Siren ......................................31.58 
...........................................1130.31
American Recycling&San, 
  Trash ................................1227.60
Paul Platter, Sludge hauling .... 680.00
JE Engineering, water and sewer 
  relocation .........................5060.00
USA Blue Book, sampling 
  valve ....................................19.49
NE Public Health Environmental
  lab ......................................252.00
SE NE Communications
  2080 -  114.27
   2392  -   56.11
   4451   – 50.82....................221.20

ZNEZ

Village of Stella Board of 
Trustees Regular Meeting, 

December 2, 2024 at 7:00 P.M. at 
the Stella Community Building 
Present: Jim Donahoe, Rick Ram-

er, Heath Stanley, Ira Hall 
Absent: Ray Lovett 
Guests: Kyle Gossman, Laura 

French, Elizabeth Ketner and John 
States 
The meeting was called to order 

at 7:00 P.M. by Chairman Stanley 
and roll call was taken. Chairman 
Stanley noted the posting of the 
open meeting act and the Pledge of 
Allegiance was recited. 
Motion by Ramer and second by 

Donahoe to approve the agenda as 
presented. All voted yea. 
Ray Lovett’s resignation was ac-

cepted. Motion by Stanley and sec-
ond by Donahoe to appoint Kyle 
Gossman to fill Lovett’s position. 
The term will expire in one year. 
All present voted yea. 
Ira Hall won the write in candi-

date. Oath of office was taken by 
new member Hall and Gossman 
and by Donahoe and Stanley who 
were reelected. 
Motion by Ramer and second by 

Donahoe to approve the minutes of 
the previous meeting All voted yea. 
Motion by Ramer and second by 

Donahoe to approve the treas rer’ s 
report. All voted yea. 
Motion by Donahoe and second 

by Ramer to approve payment of 
the claims and payroll as presented. 
All voted yea. 
COMMUNICATIONS: Ameri-

can Recycling and Sanitation are 
raising the trash collection rates 

to $15.50 per residential pick up 
per month. W/S/T rates will be 
discussed next month. Christmas 
decorations will be put up Tuesday, 
December 3. Santa will be here De-
cember 14. Motion by Ram r for 
the village to purchase Christmas 
treats for the children not to exceed 
$150. Second by Hall. All voted 
yea with Donahoe abstaining. 
COMMITEES: 
Streets: Area on main street be-

tween 2nd and 3rd needs to be lev-
eled out until repairs can be made 
in spring. 
Street lights: None 
Park: Merry go round is being 

repaired. The mulberry tree at the 
main park needs to be cut 
Water and sewer: No report. It 

was noted that a new roof is needed 
on the pump house. 
Maintenance man: Leaves in the 

gutters were being cleaned out. 
Planning: None 
Tree Board: New Christmas tree 

has been planted and watered sev-
eral times Library: Will be dis-
cussed in Old Business 
Community Bldg: None 

Old Business:
Laura French reported that she is 

working on getting Stella as a reg-
istered library. Five people have 
agreed to be on the Library Board; 
Laura French (chair), Elizabeth 
Ketner, George Ketner, Chasity 
Davis and Rose Santana.
Motion made by Ramer and sec-

ond by Donahoe to approve the 
library board members. All voted 
yea. Motion by Ramer and second 
by Don hoe to approved paying 
$50/year for the library to have 
access to the NY Times. All voted 
yea. Motion by Ramer and sec-
onded by Donahoe to approve pro-
posed library budget for the library 
survey of $4610 per year. All voted 
yea. 
Yards will get fixed from the wa-

ter and sewer project when weather 
permits. 

New Business: 
Sheriff is ill and will plan on at-

tending the next regular meeting 
Noha Vice will do the snow re-

moval at the same price as last year 
of $80/per hour. Motion by Dona-
hoe and second by Gossman to ac-
cept Vice to do the snow removal. 
All voted yea. 
Reorganization of the board. 

Motion by Ramer and second by 
Donahoe to nominate Stanley as 
chairman. All voted yea with Stan-
ley abstaining. Motion by Donahoe 
and second by Hall to nominate 
Ramer as vice president. All voted 
yea with Ramer abstaining. Motion 
by Stanley second by Ramer to r 
ppoint Jana Wheeler as clerk. All 
voted yea. 
John State noted that the lights at 

the Stella Corner on Highway 75 is 
much appreciated. 
Motion by Ramer and second by 

Donahoe to adjourn the meeting at 
7:55 P .M. All voted yea. 

Jana Wheeler 
Village Clerk 

Treasurer’s report ending 
November 30, 2024 

Beginning balance: ....... 297267.24
Income .............................. 8402.27
Expenses ........................ 13124.93
Ending Balance ............ 292544.58

Claims and payroll for 
December 2, 2024 Village of 

Stella Board Meeting

Ira Hall, librarian 6 hours  .. $48.00
Tracy Milke, Water/Sewer
  Operator Wage ................. 350.00
Tracy Milke, postage, 
  mileage ............................. 166.35
Aaron Davis, Assistant water/
  sewer operator wage ........ 300.00
Jana Wheeler, Clerk wage .. 700.00
Dennis Bahr, Maintenance 16.5 
  hours  ................................ 247.50
Jody Bahr, 4 cleaning of 
  community building ......... 100.00
Rick Ramer, reimbursement for 
  printing and repairs for merry go 
  round ................................ 104.76
OPPD, well electricity ....... 229.67
American Recycling, trash . 1227.60
JEO Consulting, water and sewer 
   relocation ....................... 2795.00
Richardson County Clerk .. general 
  election billing ................. 100.00
Outdoor Visions, transplant 
  tree .................................... 876.00

ZNEZ

Village of Rulo
Special Board Meeting Agenda
Notice of meeting provided to the 

public on November 16, 2024 by 
3PM at Swingin’ Doors, Wild Bill’s 
and the Rulo Library

Monday, November 18, 2024 at 
5:45PM at Rulo Auditorium

Board Chairperson, Becky Sim-
monds, called the meeting to or-
der at 5:48PM. Roll call – Becky 
Simmonds, Regina Barber, Mike 
Keller, Todd Thompson and Clerk, 
Rachel Jean

A motion was made Thompson to 
suspend the requirement for read-
ing Ordinance 24-02 three times as 
required for general or permanent 
ordinances.  Motion was seconded 
by Keller. Roll call – Thompson, 
Keller, Barber, Simmonds. Mo-
tion carried with more than three-
fourths required. 

Ordinance 24-02 passed with yea 
votes from Thompson, Keller, Bar-
ber and Simmonds. Ordinance 24-
02 effective November 18, 2024 
and published in the Falls City 
Journal on November 27, 2024. 

A motion was made by Thompson 
to adjourn the meeting at 5:57PM. 
Motion seconded by Keller. Roll 
call – YEA: Thompson, Keller, 
Barber, Simmonds

ZNEZ
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PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE
The Board of Commissioners 

of the County of Richardson, Ne-
braska will meet on December 17, 
December 24 and December 31 for 
the regular weekly meetings at 9:00 
a.m., Room 202 in the Richardson 
County Courthouse for the purpose 
of conducting any and all county 
business that will come before the 
board.  The agenda for the meet-
ings are kept continuously current 
and are available for public inspec-
tion at the office of the Richardson 
County Clerk, Courthouse, Room 
203, 1700 Stone Street, Falls City, 
NE during normal working hours.  
The agenda is closed 24 hours prior 
to the start of the meeting and is 
posted on the Commissioner’s 
Meeting Room door, the 1st floor 
lobby and the lower-level lobby 
of the Courthouse and also on the 
Richardson County website www.
co.richardson.ne.us.   

The Board of Equalization of the 
County of Richardson, Nebraska 
meet when times may necessi-
tate for the purpose of conducting 
any and all business that requires 
the action of the County Board of 
Equalization.  The agenda for the 
meetings are kept continuously 
current and are available for public 
inspection at the office of the Rich-
ardson County Clerk, Courthouse, 
Room 203, 1700 Stone Street, Falls 
City, NE during normal business 
hours.  The agenda is closed 24  
hours prior to the start of the meet-
ing and is posted on the Commis-
sioner’s Meeting Room door, the 
1st floor lobby and the lower-level 
lobby of the Courthouse and also 
on the Richardson County website 
www.co.richardson.ne.us.  

Mary L. Eickhoff
Richardson County Clerk

ZNEZ
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Pack Rat Storage, Units 
Available. 402-245-7236.

49-TF

AMERICAN WALNUT. Buy-
ing standing walnut timber, 25 
or more.  Call 816-232-6781 in 
St. Joseph for details.           47-tf
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Help Wanted          Help Wanted

For Rent Wanted

City CouNCil

50-51

ANNOUNCEMENT
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING in over 
150 newspapers. Reach thousands of 
readers for $225/25 word ad. Contact 
your local newspaper or call 1-800-369-
2850.
 
HELLO NEBRASKA! Introducing 
www.nepublicnotices.com, a new pub-
lic notice website presented as a public 
service by all Nebraska newspapers. 
Free access, fully searchable – because 
democracy depends upon open govern-
ment and your right to know.

AFFORDABLE PRESS Release ser-
vice. Send your message to 155 newspa-
pers across Nebraska for one low price! 
Call 1-800-369-2850 or www.nebpress.
com for more details.

FOR SALE - INSURANCE
DENTAL INSURANCE from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. Real 
dental insurance - NOT just a discount 

Nebraska Press 
Statewide 

Classifieds

Office Furniture: 2 desks with credenzas, 7 chairs, 6 filing cabinets, 
4 storage shelves, display case, copier/printer, church pew, small re-
frigerator. Contact Bill Jenkins. 402-245-2426 or 402-801-2620.  49-50

49-1

SPECIAL EDUCATION STUDENT 
SERVICES COORDINATOR FOR THE 
2025-2026 SCHOOL YEAR & BEYOND

Duties include but are not limited to the carrying out of the 
performance objectives stated for this position, as well as to 
provide guidance and leadership for all preschool, elemen-
tary, junior high school, and senior high school students and 
staff assigned to Special Education. Candidates must pos-
sess or be able to possess a provisional Nebraska Special 
Education Certification by the start date of August 2025. A 
candidate with knowledge and or experience with mild/mod-
erate and severe learning behavioral and learning disabilities 
preferred. Leadership experience and knowledge of transi-
tional services is a plus. 

Please email a letter of interest, resume, transcripts & 
certificate to georgegriffith@htrstitans.org or mail to 

Dr. George Griffith, 810 Central Ave. Humboldt, NE 68376
HTRS is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Veterans’ Preference

Humboldt – Table Rock – Steinauer Public School is looking for a  

FULL-TIME 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT

  This position includes a wide variety of duties, some of a 
confidential nature including but not limited to general secre-
tarial duties, which may be required but not limited to answer-
ing phones, basic computer functions, typing, filing, copying, 
distributing mail, proofreading, etc. The candidate must have 
organization, time management, communication, and inter-
personal skills. 
Applications are available in the office at 810 Central Ave., 

Humboldt, NE 68376 or online at 
https://www.htrstitans.com/page/employment.  

Applications may be mailed to Dr. George Griffith, HTRS 
Public School 810 Central Ave., Humboldt, NE 68376 or 

emailed to georgegriffith@htrstitans.org. 
HTRS is an Equal Opportunity Employer and Veterans’ Preference

Humboldt – Table Rock – Steinauer Public School has an opening for a

50-51

50-51

50-51

Village of Salem Special Meeting
November 19, 2024

The Salem Village Board met 
November 19, 2024 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Community Building.

Chairman Strauch opened the 
meeting and the open meeting 
poster was acknowledged. Board 
members, Kean, Vogele, Catlin, 
and Wessel answered roll.

The special meeting was called to 
review proposals for architectural 
and structural services for the Sa-
lem Community Building.

Proposals were received from 
Fakler Architects, LLC and Acre 
Design.

Board members reviewed both 
proposals. Strauch moved to accept 
the proposal from Fakler Archi-
tects, LLC for $5000.00, seconded 
by Wessel. Motion carried, Kean, 
Vogele, Strauch, Catlin and Wesse 
voting yes.

Kean moved to close the meeting 
at 7:59, seconded by Vogele. Mo-
tion carried, Kean, Vogele, Strauch, 
Catlin and Wessel, voting yes.

Carolyn Glathar
Village Clerk

ZNEZ

Village of salem

For Sale

November 18, 2024
A meeting of the City Council of 

the City of Falls City, Nebraska, 
was held in said City on the 18th 
day of November 2024, at 6:00 o’ 
clock P.M. Council met in regular 
session. Mayor Harkendorff called 
the meeting to order and Clerk 
Nussbaum recorded the minutes 
of the meeting.  On roll call the 
following Council persons were 
present:  Buckminster, Ferguson, 
Fouraker, Holle, Leyden, Rhodd, 
Wisdom.  Absent:  Ractliffe.  No-
tice of the meeting was given in 
advance thereof by posting in three 
public places, a designated method 
for giving notice as shown by the 
Certificate of Posting Notice at-
tached to these minutes. Notice of 
this meeting was given to the mayor 
and all persons of the Council and 
a copy of their acknowledgment of 
receipt of notice and the agenda is 
attached to the minutes. Availabili-
ty of the agenda was communicat-
ed in the advance notice and in the 
notice to the Mayor and Council 
of this meeting. All proceedings 
hereafter shown were taken while 
the convened meeting was open to 
the attendance of the public. Mayor 
Harkendorff publicly stated to all 
in attendance that a current copy 
of the Nebraska Open Meetings 
Act was available for review and 
indicated the location of such copy 
posted in the room where the meet-
ing was being held.

CONSENT AGENDA
A motion was made by Council 

person Buckminster and seconded 
by Council person Leyden to ap-
prove the Consent Agenda as fol-
lows: WHEREAS, certain business 
of the City Council (Council) of 
the City of Falls City (City) tran-
spires on a regular and routine ba-
sis or is not of controversial nature; 
and WHEREAS, roll call votes 
on each individual issue greatly 
extend the meeting time. NOW, 
THEREFORE, BE IT HEREBY 
RESOLVED BY the City Council 
that in the interest of economizing 
time, yet complying with the Pub-
lic Meeting Laws of the State of 
Nebraska, which require roll call 
voting, the following issues are 
hereby consolidated in this Con-
sent Agenda:  1.  BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED BY the Council that 
the minutes from the November 4, 
2024, meeting is hereby approved.  
2.  BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED 
BY the Council that the agenda 
for November 18, 2024, is hereby 
approved.  3.  BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED BY the Council that 
the October 26, 2024, through No-
vember 8, 2024, Claims are hereby 
approved.  4.  BE IT FURTHER 
RESOLVED BY the Council that 
the Consent Agenda for November 
18, 2024, is hereby approved.  Roll 
was called on this motion and the 
Council persons voted as follows: 
“YEA” Buckminster, Ferguson, 
Fouraker, Holle, Leyden, Rhodd, 
Wisdom.  “NAY” None.  “AB-
SENT” Ractliffe.  Motion carried.

FINAL READING OF 
ORDINANCE 2024-101 TO 

AMEND POLICE 
REGULATIONS FOR DOGS 

AND CATS
A motion was made by Council 

person Leyden and seconded by 
Council person Fouraker to accept 
the final reading of the ordinance as 
presented.  Roll was called on this 
motion and the Council persons 
voted as follows:  “YEA” Buck-
minster, Ferguson, Fouraker, Holle, 
Leyden, Rhodd, Wisdom.  “NAY” 
None.  “ABSENT” Ractliffe.  Mo-
tion carried.
REVIEW OF THE EMPLOYEE 

CELL PHONE POLICY
A motion was made by Council 

person Leyden and seconded by 
Council person Ferguson to adopt 
the policy as presented.  Roll 
was called on this motion and the 
Council persons voted as follows:  
“YEA” Buckminster, Ferguson, 
Fouraker, Holle, Leyden, Rhodd, 
Wisdom.  “NAY” None.  “AB-
SENT” Ractliffe.  Motion carried.
REVIEW OF THE 2024 SCADA 
WATER SYSTEMS UPGRADE 

PROJECT TO HOA 
SOLUTIONS TOTALING 

$149,205.00 AS 
RECOMMENDED BY THE 

BOARD OF PUBLIC 
WORKS|PUBLIC WORKS 

DIRECTOR-TREVOR 
CAMPBELL

A motion was made by Council 
person Ferguson and seconded by 
Council person Leyden to award 
the project to HOA and authorize 
execution of project documents.  
Roll was called on this motion and 
the Council persons voted as fol-
lows:  “YEA” Buckminster, Fer-
guson, Fouraker, Holle, Leyden, 

plan. Do not wait! Call now! Get your 
FREE Dental Information Kit with all 
the details! 1-855-490-4149 www.den-
tal50plus.com/81 #6258
 

FOR SALE - SENIORS
PORTABLE OXYGEN Concentrator? 
May be covered by Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and mobility with the 
compact design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free information kit! 
Call 855-385-3580.
 

FOR SALE - UTILITIES
PREPARE FOR power outages today 
with a Generac Home Standby Genera-
tor. Act now to receive a FREE 5-Year 
warranty with qualifying purchase. Call 
1-402-899-2584 today to schedule a free 
quote. It’s not just a generator. It’s a pow-
er move.

HOME SERVICES
DOES YOUR basement or crawl space 
need some attention? Call Thrasher 
Foundation Repair! A permanent solu-
tion for waterproofing, failing founda-

Rhodd, Wisdom.  “NAY” None.  
“ABSENT” Ractliffe.  Motion car-
ried.
REVIEW OF THE 2024 SNOW 

& ICE CONTROL PLAN AS 
RECOMMENDED BY THE 

BOARD OF PUBLIC 
WORKS|PUBLIC WORKS 

DIRECTOR-TREVOR 
CAMPBELL

A motion was made by Coun-
cil person Holle and seconded by 
Council person Buckminster to 
adopt the plan as presented.  Roll 
was called on this motion and the 
Council persons voted as follows:  
“YEA” Buckminster, Ferguson, 
Fouraker, Holle, Leyden, Rhodd, 
Wisdom.  “NAY” None.  “AB-
SENT” Ractliffe.  Motion carried.

REVIEW OF THE AQUATICS 
CENTER STAFF MANUAL 

AND EMERGENCY ACTION 
PLAN AS RECOMMENDED 

BY THE PARK 
COMMISSIONERS|PARKS & 

RECREATION 
DIRECTOR-BRIAR BURR

A motion was made by Council 
person Ferguson and seconded by 
Council person Rhodd to adopt 
the manual as presented.  Roll 
was called on this motion and the 
Council persons voted as follows:  
“YEA” Buckminster, Ferguson, 
Fouraker, Holle, Leyden, Rhodd, 
Wisdom.  “NAY” None.  “AB-
SENT” Ractliffe.  Motion carried.

REVIEW OF THE 
OPERATIONS AND USE PLAN 

FOR PRICHARD 
AUDITORIUM AS 

RECOMMENDED BY THE 
PARK COMMISSIONERS 
|PARKS & RECREATION 
DIRECTOR-BRIAR BURR

A motion was made by Coun-
cil person Leyden and seconded 
by Council person Fouraker to 
adopt the plan as presented.  Roll 
was called on this motion and the 
Council persons voted as follows:  
“YEA” Buckminster, Ferguson, 
Fouraker, Holle, Leyden, Rhodd, 
Wisdom.  “NAY” None.  “AB-
SENT” Ractliffe.  Motion carried.

AUTHORIZATION TO 
EXECUTE ALL GRANT 

DOCUMENTS INCLUDING 
THE GENERAL ADMINISTRA-

TION AGREEMENT AND 
CONSTRUCTION 

MANAGEMENT AGREE-
MENT WITH SOUTHEAST 

NEBRASKA DEVELOPMENT 
DISTRICT FOR THE PUBLIC 
WORKS INFRASTRUCTURE 

GRANT NO. 24PW1006 (FC 
PROJECT NO. 24-1016)

A motion was made by Council 
person Ferguson and seconded by 
Council person Holle to authorize 
execution of grant documents and 
the Construction Management 
Agreement with SENDD in con-
junction with the NDED Release 
of Funds in addition to the execu-
tion of the General Administration 
Agreement to be executed contin-
gent upon execution of the NDED 
Agreement.  Roll was called on this 
motion and the Council persons 
voted as follows:  “YEA” Buck-
minster, Ferguson, Fouraker, Holle, 
Leyden, Rhodd, Wisdom.  “NAY” 
None.  “ABSENT” Ractliffe.  Mo-
tion carried.
THERE BEING NO FURTHER 

BUSINESS, THE MEETING 
WAS ADJOURNED AT 6:51 pm 
I, the undersigned, City Clerk for 

the City of Falls City, Nebraska, 
hereby certify that the foregoing 
is a true and correct copy of pro-
ceedings had and done by Mayor 
Harkendorff and Council on No-
vember 18, 2024; that all of the 
subjects included in the foregoing 
proceedings were contained in the 
agenda for the meeting, kept con-
tinually current and available for 
public inspection at the office of 
the City Clerk; that such agenda 
items were sufficiently descriptive 
to give the public reasonable no-
tice of the matters to be considered 
at the meeting; that such subjects 
were contained in said agenda for 
at least twenty-four hours prior to 
said meeting; that at least one copy 
of all reproducible material dis-
cussed at the meeting was available 
at the meeting for examination and 
copying by persons of the public; 
that the said minutes from which 
the foregoing proceedings have 
been extracted were in written form 
and available for public inspection 
within ten working days and pri-
or to the next convened meeting 
of said body; that all news media 
requesting notification concerning 
meetings of said body were pro-
vided advance notification of the 
time and place of said meeting and 
the subjects to be discussed at said 
meeting; and that a current copy of 
the Nebraska Open Meetings Act 
was available and accessible to 
persons of the public, posted during 
such meeting in the room in which 
such meeting was held.

City Clerk
Mayor
ZNEZ

tions, sinking concrete and nasty crawl 
spaces. FREE Inspection & Same Day 
Estimate. $250 off ANY project with 
code GET250. Call 1-844-958-3431
 

WANTED TO BUY
GET YOUR deduction ahead of the 
year-end! Donate your car, truck, or 
SUV to assist the blind and visually im-
paired. Arrange a swift, no-cost vehicle 
pickup and secure a generous year-end 
tax credit. Call Heritage for the Blind 
Today at 1-877-730-8167 today!
 
WE BUY 8,000 cars a week. Sell your 
old, busted or junk car with no hoops, 
haggles or headaches. Sell your car to 
Peddle. Easy three step process. Instant 
offer. Free pickup. Fast payment. Call 
1-855-910-0760
 
WE BUY Houses for Cash AS IS! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any condition. Easy three 
step process: Call, get cash offer and get 
paid. Get your fair cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Houses: 1-855-714-
0010
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Falls City High School senior Gunner Lippold was 
chosen for the NMEA (Nebraska Music Educators As-
sociation) All-State Honor Band. Gunner made the trip 
to Lincoln, where he rehearsed for three days under the 
guidance of Dr. T Andre Feagin, Director of Bands in 
the Department of Music at Central Washington Uni-
versity. 

After rehearsals, Gunner had the opportunity to per-
form at the Lied Center in Lincoln on Friday, Novem-
ber 22. Ms. Ally Phillips, band instructor at Falls City 
for grades 6-12, accompanied Lippold to Lincoln. Over 
2,000 students in Nebraska High Schools audition each 
year for a spot. Four ensembles comprise the group, in-
cluding 151 in the band, 440 vocalists, 19 instrumen-
talists in the Jazz band and 125 instrumentalists in the 
Orchestra, for a total of 735 students.

Open House
December 19th-20th

9am-4pm
1616 Harlan St., Falls City, NE

HOLIDAY HOURS:
We will close at 1:00 PM

both Christmas Eve and New Year’s Eve.

We wish all of you a very Merry Christmas!
Frontier Bank

Lippold chosen for NMEA
Mason Collier opens the night with a pin over his opponent at 165 pounds.

The winter sports season 
began on Thursday night 
when the Falls City boys 
wrestling team hosted Syr-
acuse at McIntire-Hender-
son Field House. The night 
started with a pair of JV 
matches. At 113, Dayton 
Snethen lost by fall at :25 
and at 157, Ryker Jones 
lost a technical fall (23-6) 
at 4:11.
The varsity matches start-

ed with a bang as Mason 
Collier pinned Sam Wal-
ter in the 165lb division. 
At 175, Blakely Sells won 
a 15-0 TF over Brayden 
Campbell at 2:24. At 190, 
Ashton Martin fell to Bro-
dy Brandt at 1:29. Chase 
Simpson struck back in 
the next match, earning 
a pin over Conner Gates 
in just 52 seconds. In the 
heavyweight division, Ca-
leb Zimmerman lost by fall 
to Hunter Holle at :37. At 
113, Wyatt Coonce fell to 
Brock Goebel by fall at 
:30. Last winter Goebel 
placed fourth at state at 106 
pounds. The 120-pound 
match pitched Carter Wan-
der against Bailey Thim-
mes; both qualified at 
113 for the state meet last 

The HTRS boys’ and girls’ grapplers competed at the 
2024 Conestoga Cougar Classic on Saturday.

The Lady Titans scored 18 points at Conestoga. At 
135, Shawnna Richey went 1-2 and scored three points. 
In the consolation semis, Richey lost to Rhema Johnson 
of Logan View by fall at 1:42. At 235, Ava Grimes went 
3-1 and placed third. Grimes dropped her first match but 
battled back for the bronze. Grimes defeated Allee Jo 
Inzauro of Conestoga in the third-place match by fall at 
1:29.

For the boys, HTRS scored 12 points to place 12th. 
Syracuse won the meet with 233 points. Alexander 
Drewberry went 2-2 and scored seven points. In the 
consolation round three, Drewberry lost by fall at 3:33 
to Ben Lautenschlager of Bishop Neumann. At 195, Jus-
tin Hoagland went 0-2 and scored two points. Hoagland 
lost to Landon Willis of Weeping Water in the consola-
tion round two by fall at 2:36. At 285, River McNeely 
went 0-2 and scored three points. McNeely lost in the 
consolation round three to Carter Hiatt of Lincoln Chris-
tian by fall at :41 to end his day.

The Lady Tiger wrestling 
season began on Friday 
when they traveled to Ne-
braska City for the Fri-
day Night Fracas 2024. 
FC scored 27 points and 
placed ninth. Lewis Cen-
tral won the team title with 
224 points.
Taytum Maddox went 2-2 

on Friday to place fourth at 
155 and scored 13 points. 
Maddox dropped her 
third-place match to Zeni-
ah Baca of Adam Central 
by a 2-0 decision.
At 120, Paige Young fin-

ished 2-2 and scored four 
points. In the consolation 
semis, Young lost by fall 
to Jaden Schultz of West 
Point-Beemer at 1:33. 
Jazzy Strecker went 1-2 
at 125 and scored four 
points. In the consolation 
round two, Strecker was 
pinned by Destiny Reyes 
of Omaha North at 1:43. 
Kenley Alexander went 
0-2 at 130. In the consola-
tion round two, Alexander 
fell to Jocelyn Davis of 
Nebraska City at 1:34. At 
145, Gabi Young scored 
six points, finishing 2-2. 
Young lost in the conso-
lation semis to Libby Her-
gott of Thayer Central by 
fall at 2:09.
On Saturday, the Lady 

Tigers participated in the 
2024 Conestoga Cougar 
Classic. Falls City scored 
33 points and placed ninth.
Paige Young went 4-0 and 

placed first. Young pinned 
Narrisa Wallace of Palmy-
ra at :20 for the champi-
onship. Strecker went 2-2 
and placed fourth. In the 
third-place match, Streck-
er lost by fall to Alex 
Plowman of Conestoga 
at :26. Gabi Young also 
placed fourth, going 2-2. 
In the third-place match, 
Gabi lost by fall at 1:45 to 
Cynthia Carter of Logan 
View. Alexander went 0-2 
on the day and Maddox 
finished 1-2 and scored 
four points.

year. Wander got the best 
of Thimmes on Thursday, 
winning by pin at 2:37. At 
126, Tristan Sisco, a state 
qualifier last year, defeat-
ed Cade Caudle by fall at 
:55. Zane Elms lost by fall 
to Maddox Stubbendick at 
1:48. At 144 Tieran Cox 
won a MD (14-5) over Ori-
on Cattrell. Cox was a state 
qualifier at 150 last season. 
At 150, Kaden Knake, a 
state qualifier at 138 last 
year, pinned Caden Collier 
at :33. In the night’s final 
match, Cy Petersen won a 
technical fall over Robert 
Gilkerson at 157. Peters-
en placed second at 165 
last year, while Gilkerson 
was fourth at 157. Petersen 
won the match 15-0 at the 
5:20 mark.
Overall, the Rockets won 

the dual 63-17.
On Saturday, the boys 

competed in the 79th annu-
al Vern Ekfelt Invitation-
al in Omaha. The Tigers 
scored 187.5 points and 
placed second, behind only 
Omaha Bryan, with 237. 
The middleweights came 
up big on Saturday, with 
first-place finishes at 157, 
165 and 175.
At 157, Gilkerson picked 

up with 100th career win, 
going 4-0 on the day. In his 
first match, Robert pinned 
Bodey Bligh of South 
Sioux City at 2:27 to earn 
his 100th victory. In the 
championship, he pinned 
Andrew Taylor of Omaha 
North at 1:08.

Mason Collier scored gold 
on Saturday, going 5-0 for 
the title. In the finals, Col-
lier defeated Junade Aden 
of Omaha Bryan by a 7-3 
decision.

The final gold came from 
Blakely Sells at 175. Sells 

went 4-0, earning the gold 
by pinning Key Marr Daw-
kins of Omaha North at 
5:01.

FC added four third-place 
finishes on Saturday. At 
120, Thimmes went 4-1 
and scored 23.5 points. He 
won the third-place match 
by medical forfeit over 
Alexis Loarca of Omaha 
South. At 144, Cattrell went 
4-1 and earned third. In his 
final match, Cattrell won 
by fall over Jess Karch III 
of Omaha Bryan at 3:24. At 
190, Martin went 2-2 and 
scored 11 points for third 
and at 215, Simpson scored 
15 points, finishing the day 
at 3-2. Simpson pinned 
Cameron Reed of Omaha 
Westview at 1:32.

Dayton Snethen went 
2-3 for the day and placed 
fourth. At 126, Caudle went 
2-2 and placed fifth. Kaleb 
Kaiser went 1-4 at 132, 
placing ninth. At 150, Cade 
Collier went 0-4 and placed 
seventh and at 285, Caleb 
Zimmerman went 2-3 and 
placed fourth.

For the JV team, Ryker 
Jones went 3-0 to capture 
the gold, defeating Elijah 
Carlson of Omaha North by 
fall at 2:54. At 165, Vaden 
Leyden went 2-0 to earn 
the gold. Leyden pinned 
Benito Espinosa of Omaha 
South at 1:10 for the win in 
the finale. At 190, Jayden 
Mirelez went 2-0 for the 
title. Jayden pinned Charlie 
Morse of Tri-Center at 2:56 
in the finals.

At 144, Zane Elms went 
2-1 and placed second. 
Brandon Feighner (215B) 
and Nick Johnson (215C) 
each placed third, going 
0-2, while Wyatt Coonce 
went 0-3 and placed fourth 
at 113.

Tigers place second in Omaha, 
Gilkerson earns 100th win

Paige Young 
wins gold at 
Conestoga

Titan wrestlers hit the mat


