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On Saturday, August 31, former Falls City res-
ident, Lori Gottula, sat at a table at the front of 
the Barnes & Noble store at SouthPointe Pavil-
ions in Lincoln.  She was there from 11:00 a.m. to 
2:00 p.m., to sign copies of her book, Broken and 
Chained: My First Thirty Days in the Hell Called 
Detox. Although the author has given numerous 
presentations about her story and has sold her 
book in four different states, this was the first time 
she had appeared at a Barnes and Noble store. 

“It was surreal,” she said. “A lifelong dream. A 
lot of people showed up to support me, and I am 
really grateful. We only sold 15 books, but the 
people at Barnes & Noble were thrilled with that. 
They told me that local authors usually only sell 
five or six.  Plus, at least 200 people passed by me 
and saw my posters, so the exposure was price-
less.”

The 63-year-old wrote her book twelve years 
ago, when she was going through detoxification 
from opiate painkillers and alcohol.  Her book 
tells the story about that process in gut-wrenching 
detail. 

“I had become addicted to prescription painkill-
ers because of a chronic back injury,” 

Gottula said. “I never took more than the pre-
scribed amount, but I took them for twelve years! 
My mind and body had completely changed. And 
I couldn’t grasp that because the medication steals 
your soul so gradually that you have no idea any-
thing is even happening to you.”

Throughout her recovery, she took notes when 
she was able, and wrote a book about the horror 
that she went through.  Her counselor, Brad Shay, 
encouraged her to publish the book.

“Your story might be the key that unlocks some-
one else’s prison,” he said, “so if you’ve got it in 
you, you need to tell it.”

Lori battled that thought for nearly twelve years.  
She didn’t know if she wanted to “put herself out 
there” so publicly.

“I was so afraid of what people would think,” 
the author said. “Randy and I were pretty visible 
in southeast Nebraska, and I didn’t want people to 
think less of me. But God just kept pokin’ at me, 
so I knew this was part of His plan for me.”

Once she renewed her relationship with God, and 
began to walk in faith, she knew she had to follow 
her calling.  In January of this year, she published 
the book, and in May, held her book launch at the 

Gottula has successful Barnes 
and Noble book signing 

Lori and Randy Gottula on August 31 at Barnes and Noble Bookstore in Lincoln. 

The Falls City Journal office will be closed on Friday, September 
13, 2024. The deadline for the September 18 paper will be Thursday, 
September 12 by 1:00 p.m.
The Journal office will operate on a “flex schedule,” for the foresee-

able future. Some afternoons the office may need to close early if 
staff needs to be away for appointments, meetings or events or we 
may step away for periods of time in the morning and return later. 
We appreciate your understanding. 

The office of FC Journal closed this 
Friday - early deadline this week

The Richardson County Fair kicks off tonight, Wednesday, Sep-
tember 11, 2024 with the traditional crowning of the fair king and 
queen. The program begins at 7:00 p.m.
Ted Harshbarger of rural Humboldt will crown the king and 

queen. Harshbarger is a 1974 graduate of Southeast Consolidated 
and a 1977 graduate of Peru State College. He served as a senior 
escort in fall of 1973. His mother Louise Peterson Harshbarger 
was queen in 1941. Harshbarger has had many roles at Peru State 
College were he serves on many boards and organizations, more 
recently he serves as the Executive Director of the Peru State Col-
lege Foundation. 

Richardson County Queen votes as of September 3, 2024 were, 
Arrison Lowe 143,319,701; Shayfer Cumro 74,900,101; Lil-
lian Bowen 67,859,389; Adisen Fischer 51,876,851; Kenadi Mc-
Clarnen 34,261,662; Macy Vrtiska 21,631,511; Hannah Lind-
sey 14,628,343; Jorja DeJonge 13,739,782; Erynn Anderson 
11,462,964; Maddie Bredemeier 9,709,790.
Thursday through Saturday, DC Lynch Carnival rides, conces-

sions and other vendors will be set up around the city square/park.  
The parade will be held each morning (Thursday through Satur-

day) at 11:00 a.m. 
On Thursday, September 12, the Ag Building will open to enter 

exhibits at 8:00-noon. Judging will be at 1:00 p.m. Enter goats and 
sheep at Powell Pavilion at 8:00 a.m.-judging will be at 1:00 p.m. 
The Sidewalk Chalk Art contest will begin at 1:00 and judging will 
be at 2:00 p.m. The Southeast Community Band performance will 
be held at 6:15 p.m. and the AKSARBEN Farm Family awards 

The City Council met at City Hall on Wednesday, September 4, 
2024, with all board members answering the roll call.

In the City Administrator’s report, Anthony Nussbaum updated 
the group on the sale of the Senior Citizen Center. The City received 
payment for $175,000, and Apace is now the property owner. Ac-
cording to Nussbaum, the money will be used to offset budgets dur-
ing the current cycle.

On the human resources side, new hires include Josh Chesnut 
(Water Distribution), Sara Connely (City/Utility Cashier part-time) 
and Rayce Farmer (Electric Distribution). The City is accepting ap-
plications for Operator or Assistant Operator-Power Plant, Parks 
and Recreation Director, Janitor/Custodial Worker and Utility 
Bookkeeper.

Nussbaum advised the Council that there are currently 61 prop-
erties on the vacant property list. Since the implementation of the 
code enforcement, 24 properties have been demolished, and five 
more are in the process of being demolished.

Police Chief Jamie Baker reported on the “Drive Sober or Get 
Pulled Over” grant. The FCPD completed 56 hours of overtime due 
to the grant and responded to 183 calls. Officers issued 37 warnings 
and 55 citations.

The second reading of Ordinance 2024-100 to amended section 
6-317 Offenses; Discharge of Fireworks and Firecrackers passed on 
an 8-0 vote.

The Board also unanimously passed a resolution to rescind Reso-
lution 2024-R105, authorizing a termination letter submittal regard-
ing the Memorandum of Understanding with Richardson County 
for transferring 911 calls to a secondary Public Safety Answering 
Point.

The MOU is null and void because the 911 Advisory Commit-
tee denied the Sheriff’s Department’s request to act as a secondary 
PSAP.

Call procedures will be revised according to Nussbaum, and some 
language will change as the City moves forward with 911 dispatch 
with the County.

A public hearing was held regarding an application for a $480,000 
Community Block Grant from the Nebraska Department of Eco-
nomic Development to address Sewer improvements. The City 
works with SENDD to submit the application.

According to the city administrator, the revised project amount 
will be $458,000. The City will pay $107,000, which will come 
from the Capital Improvement Fund or Sewer Match Funds.

The Board authorized the execution to secure Miller and Asso-
ciates for engineering services for the Sanitary Sewer Rehab and 
Improvements, as recommended by the BOPW.

“Thirty-two thousand five hundred is the design component 
of that,” said Nussbaum. “An additional $38,000 is estimated on 
a time and material basis if observation would need to be done.” 
Nussbaum noted that much of the work will be done in-house, sav-
ing thousands of dollars.

City enters into agreement with 
engineering firm for Sanitary 

Sewer Rehab and Improvements

Richardson County Fair starts 
this week with traditional 

crowning of king and queen

Commissioners 
hear report from 
Cooper Nuclear 

Station about plans 
to transition to 

IPAWS
The regular meeting of the Rich-

ardson County Board of Com-
missioners was called to order 
by Chairman Caverzagie at 9:00 
a.m. on Wednesday, September 4, 
2024.  Roll call was answered by 
Karas, Sickel and Caverzagie all 
present. 
Highway Superintendent, Steve 

Darveau, Jr. didn’t have much to 
report about the road and bridge 
maintenance being done during 
the week.    
A motion was made and car-

ried by Karas to adopt Resolu-
tion 2024-2025-10 to authorize 
the Chairman to sign the Annual 
Certification of Program Compli-
ance with the Nebraska Board of 
Public Roads Classifications and 
Standards.  
Sheriff Rick Hardesty updated 
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All things Nebraska
Governor names advocate for 

banning books to State Library 
Board, ruffling feathers

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior 
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner
The State of Nebraska has 

more than 200 boards and 
commissions staffed by pro-
fessionals and regular citi-
zens.
They deal with a broad 

range of subjects, from the 
recently created Alzhei-
mer’s Disease and Other 
Dementia Advisory Council 
and State Child Death Re-
view Team, to more recog-
nizable boards, such as the 
Board of Parole and Board 
of Trustees for State Col-
leges.
The governor gets to ap-

point members to many of 
these boards, and the ap-
pointments often go to sup-
porters of the governor and 
people he knows.
Gov. Jim Pillen has already 

earned a reputation for pick-
ing folks he knows from 
growing up in Columbus.
His Lieutenant Governor, 

Joe Kelly, is a Columbus 
guy, and, among others, he 
tabbed folks who were from 
the Platte River town as his 
chief of economic develop-
ment (K.C. Belitz) and to fill 
a vacancy at the State Legis-
lature (Carolyn Bosn).
But one of his recent ap-

pointments left some people 
scratching their heads.
I’d compare it to naming 

an anti-hunting advocate 
to the Nebraska Game and 
Parks Commission.
Last month, Pillen tabbed 

Terri Cunningham-Swan-
son of Plattsmouth to serve 
a six-year term on the State 
Library Board. 
That five-member board’s 

purpose is to promote, de-
velop and coordinate library 
services across the state. It is 
also to be “an advocate for 
the library and information 
service needs of all Nebras-
kans,” according to its web-
site.
So the head-scratching 

commenced after the ap-
pointment of Cunning-
ham-Swanson, who called 
for banning more than 50 
books at her local middle 
school and high school li-
braries in Plattsmouth, ac-
cording to reporting by 
Chris Dunker in the Lincoln 
Journal-Star.
That advocacy earned her 

the dubious distinction of 
being recalled from her spot 
on the Plattsmouth School 
Board by 62% of local vot-
ers. The vote was supported 
by four of her colleagues 
on the school board, and 
the controversy brewed up 
prompted a student protest 
walk out and the resignation 
of the high school librarian.

The hub-bub resulted in 
the formation of a review 
committee that removed 
one book – “Triangles,” by 
Ellen Hopkins – from the 
school libraries. It also led 
to the placement of some 
other books in a restricted 
section (a section I’m sure 
school kids have gravitated 
to, because it was “restrict-
ed”).
Book banning, in the name 

of protecting kids, is on a 
roll nationally.
More than 2,500 books had 

been banned through the 
2022-23 school year across 
41 states and 247 public 
school districts, according 

to PEN America, a group 
that tracks and advocates 
against such bans.
Some of the banned books 

might surprise you. George 
Orwell’s 1984, Toni Morri-
son’s The Bluest Eye, and 
Khaled Hosseini’s The Kite 
Runner are among titles re-
moved from the shelves.
Even Charlotte’s Web, a 

beloved children’s book 
about a friendship between 
a pig and a garden spider, 
was banned after a Kansas 
group objected. Two talking 
animals must be the work of 
the devil they reasoned, ac-
cording to The Week mag-
azine, and only humans, 
God’s highest creation, 
should be depicted talking.
I’ve been out of school for 

quite a while, but I recall re-
specting the judgment of my 
teacher, my principal and 
my local librarian – peo-
ple specially trained to deal 
with kids – to use common 
sense on what I should be 
reading. 
Cunningham-Swanson 

told the Journal-Star that she 
was proud of her record on 
the school board, which she 
described as doing “right” 
by students and “honoring 
God.”
But a leader of the recall 

effort said that Plattsmouth 
voters rejected such “ex-
tremism” by a wide margin.
“Book bans have no place 

in Nebraska. We will con-
tinue the fight to keep it that 
way,” Jayden Speed told the 
newspaper.
If the governor’s goal 

was to stir things up on the 
low-profit Library Commis-
sion, the appointment of a 
book-ban advocate to it will 
surely do that.
But naming someone that 

a local community has al-
ready deemed unfit to serve 
over libraries in their town 
seems like an unusual way 
to do that.

Paul Hammel has covered the 
Nebraska state government and 
the state for decades. He retired in 
April as senior contributor with the 
Nebraska Examiner. He was previ-
ously with the Omaha World-Her-
ald, Lincoln Journal Star and 
Omaha Sun.  A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling and 
writing about the state.
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By Jill Kruse, DO
School is back in session 

so it is time for a little pop 
quiz.   What is an item that 
almost every student car-
ries? If you said backpack 
you are off to a great start. 
Do you know what it takes 
to be at the head of the 
class?  Let’s find out if you 
are a star student or need 
to brush up a little on your 
backpack knowledge.      
Most students carry a 

backpack filled with their 
books at some point during 
their school day.  Did you 
know a heavy back pack 
can cause neck, shoulder, 
or back pain.  Those narrow 
straps can also compress 
on nerves in the shoulder 
leading to arm numbness, 
tingling, or weakness.  
Overweight backpacks can 
also change the center of 
balance making it easier to 
trip.
Here is the first quiz ques-

tion.  A student’s backpack 
should not weigh more than 
what percentage of the stu-
dent’s weight? A) 50%, 
B) 25%, or C) 15%?  An-
swer: (C) The American 
Academy of Pediatrics rec-
ommends that a backpack 
weigh no more than 15% 
of a child’s weight.  For ex-
ample, a 60 pound child’s 
backpack should weigh no 
more than 9 pounds.  
Next question:  What is 

the best way to wear a back 
pack? A) with one strap 
slung over one shoulder, B) 
with both straps used and 
using any additional chest 
or waist straps to help dis-
tribute the weight, C) drag-
ging on the ground behind?  
The answer is, of course 
(B).  Injuries are reduced 
when the backpack’s load is 
distributed across the body.  
Padded wide shoulder 
straps help distribute the 
weight evenly across the 
shoulders. Chest or waist 
clips can help take some of 
that load off the shoulders.  

Backpacks 
and Back to 

School

There are some backpacks 
now that have wheels like 
suitcases.  In that case, (C) 
rolling, not dragging, your 
backpack behind you may 
be a better option, but drag-
ging a regular backpack is 
not a great idea if you want 
your backpack to last. 
Here is the last quiz ques-

tion.  Where should you put 
the heaviest items in your 
backpack? A) at the very 
top of the backpack, B) on 
one side of the backpack, or 
C) at the bottom and center 
of the backpack?  The an-
swer is (C) at the bottom 
and center of the backpack.  
The load should be closer to 
the wearer’s center of grav-
ity at the small of the back. 
This helps decrease risk for 
tripping or falling from the 
wearer being off balance.
How did you do?  Before 

your student heads off to 
school, or you head off for a 
weekend hike, it is import-
ant for everyone to consider 
these wear and safety tips.  
Hopefully you do not find 
a forgotten sandwich from 
last year still stuck in the 
bottom.  With this knowl-
edge your students can be 
standing tall and proud at 
the head of the class.  Have 
a great school year by stay-
ing safe and healthy out 
there.  
Jill Kruse, D.O. is part of 

The Prairie Doc® team of 
physicians and currently 
practices as a hospitalist in 

Brookings, South Dakota. 
Follow The Prairie Doc® at 
www.prairiedoc.org and on 
Facebook, Instagram, and 
Threads featuring On Call 
with the Prairie Doc®, a 
medical Q&A show, 2 pod-

casts, and a Radio program, 
providing health informa-
tion based on science, built 
on trust, streaming live on 
Facebook most Thursdays at 
7 p.m. central and wherever 
podcast can be found.   

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: FOOTBALL

DOWN
1. Down in the dumps
2. Cry of contempt
3. Marine eagle
4. Wake Island, e.g.
5. Kizmet, pl.
6. Foolish one
7. Even, poetic
8. Useful contraption
9. Lamborghini model
10. Unfavorable prefix
11. “As ____ on TV”
12. Suspend
15. Astrigents
20. “The Iliad” and “The Odyssey,” 
e.g.
22. Venomous Egyptian snake
24. Deducible
25. *One of 2 NFL founding teams 
still in league
26. Lock horns
27. Waterwheel
29. Outline
31. Et alii, abbr.
32. Got along
33. *Like indoor eight-men football
34. *Career NFL passing yards re-
cord holder
36. Without
38. Wild guess
42. Israelian port
45. Errand-runners
49. Neither’s partner
51. Nuku’alofa language
54. Meat jelly dish
56. Musician’s exercise
57. “*Go ____ Go!”
58. Fishing decoy
59. Awestruck
60. Archery wood
61. “Ship, Captain, ____”
62. Cutlass or Delta 88, for short
63. Remaining after deductions
66. ____ of Good Feelings
68. Lusitania’s last call

ACROSS
1. Command to Fido
6. Sheep not yet sheared
9. Cap and gown accessory
13. Blood line
14. Ancient Chinese dynasty
15. Ringworm
16. Driver’s license notation
17. Not outs
18. Like Cheerios
19. *Piece of football equipment 
required since 1943
21. *Peyton or Eli
23. Napkin spot
24. Eminem’s 2002 hit “____ Your-
self”
25. Embargo
28. Feed storage cylinder
30. Like house from a kit
35. Greek god of love
37. Smokes
39. *Super Bowl I M.V.P. Bart ____
40. Taj Mahal locale
41. *Career rushing yards record 
holder
43. Equals s squared
44. Regretting
46. *Highest college football level: 
____ Division I
47. Extend credit
48. *Seventeen games in NFL
50. Somewhat (2 words)
52. “Whatever Will Be, Will Be” 
singer
53. Mare’s baby
55. Not a friend
57. *55 of them
61. *Home of the NFL Hall of 
Fame
64. Hole-borer
65. For every
67. Color red on coat of arms
69. Birds of ill omen
70. Outrage
71. ____ ____ shopping cart
72. Party barrels
73. Sound from one of #69 Across
74. Homes for #69 Across
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Gottula has successful Barnes 
and Noble book signing 

(Continued from Page 1)
Falls City Library and Arts Center.  Since 
then, scores of people have reached out 
to her to tell her their own stories, and to 
thank her for having the courage to write 
her book.

“I’ve received messages of encourage-
ment and thanks from people from New 
York to Oregon and a lot of places in be-
tween,” she said.

Lori’s book is currently available online 
through all of the major booksellers, and 
locally at Blessed x3 Boutique, Life in the 
Spirit, and The Stella Vault. And now, it’s 
available in Lincoln at the SouthPointe 
Barnes & Noble, in the personal memoir 
section, right next to Elizabeth Gilbert’s 
bestseller, Eat Pray Love. 

“To have my book on the same shelf 
as a book written by a New York Times 

bestselling author just blows my mind,” 
Gottula said. 

She is currently promoting Broken and 
Chained to other brick and mortar stores 
in the cities, and added that she is very 
grateful to the small-town vendors who 
signed on early to carry her books.   

“They are helping me help people 
change their lives,” she said. “Every one 
of us has that chain that keeps us from 
living our best lives, and people tell me 
�W�K�D�W���P�\���E�R�R�N���L�V���K�H�O�S�L�Q�J���W�K�H�P���À�Q�G���W�K�H���J�U�L�W��
to break their own chains, no matter what 
those might be. That just makes my heart 
sing.”  

Lori has also given numerous presenta-
tions about her story at churches, schools, 
meetings, and conventions. To hire her to 
give her motivational presentation, con-
tact her at (402) 245-8145.

75 Years Ago, September 11, 1949 to September 17, 1949
A 16-year-old Humboldt High School senior was named Queen of the Richardson County 

Fair. The winner, Joan Uhri, was the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. John Uhri of Humboldt.
Highway 73, south of Falls City, was closed at 6:00 p.m. while a new 70-foot approach span 

was wheeled into position on the south end of the Nemaha River Bridge. The Midland Con-
struction Company built the concrete and steel span at the side of the highway and slid it into 
position on tracks and rollers. The job took ten minutes to roll into place and was believed to 
�E�H���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���R�I���L�W�V���N�L�Q�G���L�Q���1�H�E�U�D�V�N�D��
A crowd of nearly 300 gathered at the Dawson Evangelical United Brethren Church to at-

tend a recital by Ernest Ulmer, a pianist from Dawson.
Clubs that were operating slot machines or other gambling devices were put on warning by 

county authorities that the lid was on gambling in Richardson County. According to Nebraska 
Attorney General James H. Anderson, “All information indicated that these laws are being 
disregarded on an extremely large scale.”
Seven Falls City Business and Professional Women’s Club members went to York to attend 

the District 2 meeting. Those attending included Mrs. Kenneth Winkler, Miss Wilma Heiser, 
Mrs. Fred DeWald, Mrs. Lydia Knight, Mrs. Glenn Carver, Miss Eleanor Lowe and Mrs. 
Agnes Nelson.
The Hoos family reunion was held at City Park, and 55 members and two guests were 

present. John Nutzman, president of the group, presided over the business portion of the 
get-together.
�$���J�H�Q�H�U�D�O���D�O�D�U�P���À�U�H���G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G���D���V�H�F�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���I�D�P�R�X�V���´�0�L�O�O�L�R�Q���'�R�O�O�D�U���3�L�H�U�µ���L�Q���$�W�O�D�Q�W�L�F���&�L�W�\����

�1�H�Z���-�H�U�V�H�\�����E�X�W���I�D�Y�R�U�D�E�O�H���Z�L�Q�G���D�Q�G���W�L�G�H���K�H�O�S�H�G���À�U�H�P�H�Q���V�D�Y�H���W�K�H���K�D�O�I���P�L�O�H���O�R�Q�J���V�W�U�X�F�W�X�U�H��
�7�K�H���.�D�Q�V�D�V���&�L�W�\���0�R�Q�D�U�F�K�V���G�H�I�H�D�W�H�G���W�K�H���,�Q�G�L�D�Q�D�S�R�O�L�V���&�O�R�Z�Q�V�����������L�Q���W�K�H���/�L�R�Q�V���&�O�X�E���%�H�Q�H�À�W��

at City Park. An estimated 850 fans donned cold-weather gear to watch the two Negro League 
teams battle it out on the diamond. Three funny men on the Clowns team, King Tut, Jugglin’ 
Joe Taylor and Spec Bebop, provided entertainment for the fans. It took an RBI single by the 
Monarch’s Herb Souell in the bottom of the ninth to break the deadlock and give Kansas City 
the win.
Raymond “Junior” McKim, 20, escaped serious injury when his car ran into a ditch and 

became wedged under a bridge between the old Highway 73 and the grounds leading to the 
�0�L�V�V�R�X�U�L�� �3�D�F�L�À�F�� �U�R�X�Q�G�K�R�X�V�H���� �0�F�.�L�P�� �Z�D�V�� �W�U�D�Y�H�O�L�Q�J�� �Q�R�U�W�K�� �Z�K�H�Q�� �K�H�� �O�R�V�W�� �F�R�Q�W�U�R�O�� �D�V�� �K�L�V�� �F�D�U��
passed over the railroad tracks.
The Tiger football team defeated Tecumseh 39-0 in front of 1,200 Falls City High School 

fans. The game’s biggest play involved team captain Charley Hunley running for a 56-yard 
�W�R�X�F�K�G�R�Z�Q���L�Q���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���T�X�D�U�W�H�U��

50 Years Ago, September 11, 1974 to September 17, 1974
�7�K�H���3�D�U�N���+�R�W�H�O���L�Q���+�X�P�E�R�O�G�W���Z�D�V���J�X�W�W�H�G���E�\���D���À�U�H���W�K�D�W���E�H�J�D�Q���D�U�R�X�Q�G�������D���P�����/�R�F�D�O���À�U�H�À�J�K�W�H�U�V��

were still on hand six hours later, standing by as a precautionary measure.
Lightning from a storm struck a bale of hay on the Howard Hunzeker farm around 11:00 

�S���P�������F�D�X�V�L�Q�J���D���À�U�H���W�K�D�W���G�H�V�W�U�R�\�H�G���W�K�H���E�D�U�Q���D�Q�G���������������D�G�G�L�W�L�R�Q�D�O���E�D�O�H�V��
The Falls City Lions Club planned a special 40th anniversary meeting on October 29. Lions 

and their ladies from neighboring clubs were invited to the dinner and entertainment.
“The Great Gatsby,” featuring Robert Redford and Mia Farrow, was shown at the Rivoli 

Theater.
Kip Nanninga, the three-year-old son of Mr. and Mrs. Charles Nanninga of Humboldt, was 

�S�L�F�W�X�U�H�G���R�Q���D�����������S�R�X�Q�G���V�T�X�D�V�K���W�K�D�W���Z�R�Q���À�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H���D�W���W�K�H���F�R�X�Q�W�\���I�D�L�U���I�R�U���*�H�R�U�J�H���%�X�F�K�R�O�]���R�I��
Falls City.
Fertilizer, with a retail value of nearly $10,000, was stolen from the Sur-Gro Plant Foods 

�L�Q���W�K�H���I�R�U�P�H�U���0�L�V�V�R�X�U�L���3�D�F�L�À�F���U�R�X�Q�G�K�R�X�V�H�����7�D�N�H�Q���Z�H�U�H���V�L�[�W�\���R�Q�H���À�Y�H���J�D�O�O�R�Q���F�D�Q�V���R�I���/�D�V�V�R��
�/�L�T�X�L�G�����Q�L�Q�H���À�Y�H���J�D�O�O�R�Q���F�D�Q�V���R�I���7�U�H�Á�D�Q���D�Q�G�����������J�D�O�O�R�Q�V���R�I���$�W�U�H�[��
All large pizzas at Pizza Hut in Falls City were $3.17.
A federal aviation agency-approved air taxi service was inaugurated here, bringing Omaha, 

�.�D�Q�V�D�V���&�L�W�\���D�Q�G���/�L�Q�F�R�O�Q���Z�L�W�K�L�Q���������P�L�Q�X�W�H�V���R�I���Á�\�L�Q�J���W�L�P�H���I�U�R�P���0�X�Q�L�F�L�S�D�O���$�L�U�S�R�U�W��
Funeral services for Dr. Forrest C. “Phog” Allen, a college basketball coaching legend at 

Kansas, was set for Thursday, September 19.
The 13th annual Hunker reunion was held at City Park and was attended by 40 family mem-

bers. Mrs. Ida Hunker Goldsberry, 80, was the oldest member present, and Heather Dawn 
Stevens, 11 months old, was the youngest.
�7�K�H���6�D�F�U�H�G���+�H�D�U�W���5�H�V�H�U�Y�H�V���G�H�I�H�D�W�H�G���'�D�Z�V�R�Q���9�H�U�G�R�Q�������������R�Q���W�K�H���I�R�R�W�E�D�O�O���À�H�O�G�����'�D�Q���+�L�O�O���K�D�G��

TD runs of 15, 4 and 20 yards, while Bob Aitken ran and threw for a score.
The Katherine T. Lindquist-Edward Whittingham Thomas Memorial Park between St. 

Thomas Episcopal Church and Richardson County Bank and Trust was formerly dedicated.
25 Years Ago, September 11, 1999 to September 17, 1999

Although the contractor, Western Engineering Company, Inc., was expected to begin work 
�R�Q���2�F�W�R�E�H�U�������R�Q���+�L�J�K�Z�D�\�������������Z�H�V�W���R�I���5�X�O�R�����W�K�H���U�R�D�G���Z�R�X�O�G���U�H�P�D�L�Q���R�S�H�Q���W�R���W�U�D�I�À�F���X�Q�W�L�O���$�S�U�L�O��
of 2000.
Watkins Aircraft Support Products (WASP), Farm and City Supply, Falls City Economic 

Development and Alanco Environmental Manufacturing Inc. 
were recognized by the Nebraska Labor Commission.
Radio personality Orion Samuelson told the hundreds in 

attendance at Conklin’s National Field Days that American 
farmers are the “envy of the world” because they repre-
�V�H�Q�W���W�K�H���´�I�D�P�L�O�\���I�D�U�P���µ���Z�K�L�F�K���K�H���V�D�L�G���´�L�V���W�K�H���P�R�V�W���H�I�À�F�L�H�Q�W��
food-producing unit in the world today.”
The Nebraska Supreme Court ruled that death row inmate 

Michael Ryan received a fair sentence hearing regardless of 
a meeting Judge Robert Finn had with the families of Ryan’s 
victims.
The Tigers defeated Omaha Central Christian 41-0 behind a 

four-TD night from senior fullback Jordan Cudney. Cudney 
rushed 21 times for 140 yards and three TDs while catching 
two passes for 41 yards and a score. Through two games, FC 
had outscored their opponents 104-0.
The Oasis Restaurant would begin serving lunch specials on 

September 20, and the Jeff Lux band was scheduled to play 
every Wednesday, starting at 8 p.m.
Humboldt-Table Rock got a late 14-yard TD run by Matt 

Mezger to seal a 24-18 win over Bern, Kansas.
The Irish volleyball team was off to a 6-1 start and was 

ranked No. 3 in Class D-1 by the Omaha World-Herald.
The Mustang football team defeated Omaha Brownell-Tal-

bot 46-0 win improve to 2-0 for the year. Matthew Noa ran 
six times for 83 yards to lead Southeast.
Tessi Herr was crowned Queen of the Richardson County 

Fair, while community and business leader Dean Bogle was 
named King.
The campaign for donations for the Richardson County 

�0�L�O�L�W�D�U�\���+�L�V�W�R�U�\���0�X�V�H�X�P���U�H�D�F�K�H�G���������������������7�K�H���À�Q�D�O���J�R�D�O���R�I��
the project was $22,000.
Shannon Stemple, a junior at Southeast Consolidated 

School, was named the Journal Athlete of the Week. Stem-
�S�O�H�����S�O�D�\�L�Q�J���V�R�I�W�E�D�O�O���I�R�U���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\�����K�H�O�G���&�U�H�W�H���W�R���À�Y�H���K�L�W�V�����D�O�O��
singles and went 2-3 at the plate with an RBI.
Cori Harmon scored 10 points, and Bridget Huppert had six, 

but the DV junior high volleyball team fell to Humboldt-Ta-
ble Rock 15-12 and 16-14.
The Lady Tiger volleyball team fell to 3-4 with a 6-15 and 

8-15 loss to Auburn. Carrie Dunn and Kim Weaver were the 
top scorers for the Tigers.

(Continued from Page 1)
The Council also passed 

a resolution to execute the 
Public Works application 
for the NDED Communi-
ty Block Grant program 
within the City.

An additional 1% Addi-
tional Growth Percentage 
to the Restricted Funds 
Authority for the FY 
2024/2025 passed on an 
8-0 vote.

“Typically, annually, 
we look at the 1% allow-
able growth increase,” 
said Nussbaum. “As that 
moves into next year, this 
will likely go away, with 
LB 34 that passed.”

Nussbaum reiterated that 
the Restricted Authority is 
not raising taxes, “It’s the 
access to that growth and 
how that compounds over 
time.”

The Board also autho-
rized an agreement for 
Safety Management Ser-
vices with Kansas Munic-
ipal Utilities. According 
to Nussbaum, KMU will 
conduct monthly training 
�Z�L�W�K���V�W�D�I�I���L�Q���W�K�H���R�I�À�F�H���D�Q�G��
on the utility side.

KMU will also manage 
the safety committees and 
conduct audits throughout 
the City. The agreement 
will cost $23,000 annual-
ly.

A Special Designated 
Liquor License for the An-
nual Quarter Auction was 
granted for November 9, 

�&�L�W�\���H�Q�W�H�U�V���L�Q�W�R���D�J�U�H�H�P�H�Q�W���Z�L�W�K���H�Q�J�L�Q�H�H�U�L�Q�J���À�U�P��
for Sanitary Sewer Rehab and Improvements

2024, at Prichard Audito-
rium.

A request to solicit ven-
dors and sponsors for the 
2024/2025 Community 
Clean-Up event passed. 
Councilperson Holle ad-
vised the Council that she 
is working on bringing a 
hazardous waste and tire 
disposal vendor back to 
the Clean-Up.

“Ever since Five Rivers 
�$�J�H�Q�F�\���� �W�K�H�L�U�� �Q�R�Q���S�U�R�À�W��
status got pulled, we ha-
�Y�H�Q�·�W�� �E�H�H�Q�� �D�E�O�H�� �W�R�� �À�Q�G�� �D��
provider to come to Falls 
City to do the hazardous 
waste collection,” said 
Holle. “I’ve had a lot of 
calls from community 
members missing that, so 
we’re hoping by putting 
out this wider request for 
vendors, we can cast a 
wider net around the state 

�D�Q�G�� �À�Q�G�� �V�R�P�H�E�R�G�\�� �W�R��
come in and do that.”

Resolutions authorizing 
the City to assess unpaid 
vacant property registra-
tion fees totaling $750 for 
properties located at 906 
Stone Street and 1701 
Wilson Street passed with 
8-0 votes.

According to Nuss-
baum, the property at 
1024 Chase Street was 
ready for a lien, but the 
owners paid their fees and 
are in compliance at this 
time.

A property at 2022 
Crook Street was also 
brought into compliance, 
and the City no longer 
needed to place a lien on 
it.

With no further action 
on the agenda, the meeting 
was closed at 6:29 p.m.


