
City of Humboldt Water Boil 
Advisory was lifted effective 
Saturday Au-
gust 3, 2024.
A c c o r d i n g 

to an email 
sent out by 
the city, the 
system is no 
longer being 
chlorinated. 
The residual 
will be in the system for a few 
days, but the water is complete-
ly safe to drink. We appreciate 
your understanding and patience 

during this time. The system is 
no longer being chlorinated. 

Steps to take af-
ter a water boil; 
Flush your water 
system by run-
ning cold water 
down all your 
faucets in your 
home for one 
minute; Clean au-
tomatic ice mak-

ers by making and discarding 
three batches of ice; Run water 
softeners through a regeneration 
cycle.
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By Sheri Wright 
For many years, people in Holt and Atchison 

counties in Missouri and Richardson County 
in Nebraska have heard about and/or used the 
great services of Chris Haer for welding and 
fabrication on farm equipment and much more. 
In the past two years, Jason Smelser has joined 
Haer in the business and added “repairs” to the 
list of services offered. Between the two men, 
over 50 years of experience can help customers 
with their many needs.

Haer and his wife, Bonita, live outside of 
Craig, MO. He has been a noted welder and fab-
ricator for many years, including many years at 
the local John Deere business in Mound City.  
Haer joined forces with Jason Smelser to offer 
many services at the Smelser & Haer shop at 
16053 Antler Rd., west of Craig.

Smelser and his wife, Emily (Showalter), 
and their children, Zane, Reid and Paige, live 
outside of Craig. Emily is going to homeschool 

their children this year. The family moved back 
to the area after living for several years in Colo-
rado where Smelser worked on a  ranch. Smels-
er credits his work experience and ethics to the 
fact that, “I grew up very poor in Oskaloosa, 
KS, and we had to fix everything we had.” He 
was the first in his family to graduate from col-
lege. Smelser earned a degree in Animal Science 
from Fort Hays State University in Hays, KS, by 
paying his own way. “I have come back to go 
into business with Chris because I know there is 
a real need of mainly small engines,” he added.

Smelser and Haer work with all the welding, 
fabrication and repair needs in the area at their 
shop and with mobile services. The many ser-
vices include: welding and fabrication including 
stick, wire and tungsten inert gas (TIG) which 
offers greater weld strength and better aesthet-
ics and is a precise and versatile process used to 
create high-quality welds; cast iron repair; auger 
hard facing and reflighting; trailer repair and re-

Smelser & Haer Welding, Fabrication and 
Repairs here to serve everyone in the area

Dr. Jeffrey P. Gold, President of the University of Nebraska sys-
tem, made a pit stop in Falls City on Monday morning, July 29. This 
was his second stop on the first day of a five-day tour across the 
state. President Gold met with community leaders at the Chamber 
office to discuss partnerships and his vision for the future. Gold’s 
tour began in Nebraska City on Monday morning and concluded 
with a stop in Scottsbluff on Friday.
“This trip is dedicated to listening and learning from Nebraskans 

in every corner of our state about how we can work together to cre-
ate a strong future,” Dr. Gold said. “I’m excited to travel across our 
500-mile campus to learn more about the University of Nebraska’s 
statewide impact and hear from community members about our op-
portunities to build upon our long history, strengthen our partner-
ships, and collectively continue to change lives, build the workforce 
and keep Nebraska competitive and growing.”
Gold, a product of the New York Public School system, a heart 

surgeon and a longtime college administrator, assumed the role of 
President for the Nebraska College System on July 1, 2024. Gold 
met his wife, Robin, in medical school and has been married for 
nearly 50 years.
“The best decision of my life was when I proposed to Robin,” said 

Gold. “The second-best decision by the way, I’ve told people, was 
coming to Nebraska ten years ago.”
President Gold defined a professional as someone who possesses 

unique skills and knowledge, is self-critical and puts others above 
self. He firmly stated that higher education needs to be focused on 
the same three criteria.
“I firmly believe that higher education, the research science that we 

do, the community engagement that we do and economic develop-
ment that we do has to be focused on the same basic premises of 
superior knowledge and skill, being self-critical of what we do well 
and what we need to do better and to be the ultimate consummate 
professional and put others above self,” said Gold. “If we truly want 
to bring the best out of our students, faculty and staff, we need to 
treat them like family members.”
Gold noted that higher education is expensive, and the university 

system is not immune to inflation and rising costs.
“Having grown up in the circumstances that I did and having real-

ized that every dollar, every nickel counts in higher education,” said 
Gold. “We have to be super careful that we steward those dollars 

“Every dollar, every nickel 
counts in higher education”

Commissioners 
will be holding 
hearings with 
dept. officials 

to review 
budget requests
The Richardson County Board 

of Commissioners met on 
Wednesday, July 31, 2024.  Roll 
call was answered by Karas, 
Sickel and Caverzagie.  

Highway Superintendent, 
Steve Darveau, Jr. updated the 
Board on the routine road and 
bridge maintenance being done 
this week.   A brief discussion on 
the road department proposed 
budget was held.  

Sheriff Hardesty updated the 
Board this week on the routine 
business within the Law En-
forcement Center this week.  He 
reported on several different 
items.

Seventeen inmates were cur-
rently being held in the Jail. 
Sheriff Hardesty reported on the 
progress on the implementation 
of the dispatch control center. 
He reported that an officer at-
tending the Law Enforcement 
Academy will be graduating on 
August 16. There are also active 
shooter drills being planned.

The complete listing of candi-
dates who have submitted can-
didate filing forms for Village 
Board of Trustees and ESU#4 
Board members by the August 1, 
2024, deadline to be included on 
the November 5, 2024, General 
Election ballot are as follows 
(*denotes incumbent).
Barada—Branson Darveau*, 

Randy Handley* and Scott 
Handley* (elect 3).
Dawson—Brian Burns* and 

Bill Koch* (elect 2).
Rulo—Hannah Barber*, Re-

becca Simmonds*, Kraig 
Coonce, James H. Coonce and 

Melissa A. Coonce (elect 2).
Salem—Lindia Catlin*, Mary 

Jane Wessel* and Warren Vo-
gele, Jr* (elect 3).
Shubert—Tomas Borrego* and 

Donna Lockard* (elect 3).
Stella—Jim Donahoe* and 

Heath Stanley* (elect 3).
Verdon—Lois Miller* and 

Herman McAdams (elect 3).
Educational Service Unit #4, 

District 2—Lana Willman.* 	
For more information about 

the upcoming General Elec-
tion please call the Richardson 
County Clerk’s Office at 245-
2911. 

General Election Village Boards 
and ESU#4 candidate filings

Humboldt water boil lifted



 PAGE 2						                                            FALLS CITY JOURNAL						                     WEDNESDAY,  AUGUST 7, 2024

Falls City Journal, LLC
www.fcjournal.net

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION
Falls City or Mail Subscriptions within

50 Miles of Falls City - $50.00/yr & $32/six mo;
 50 to 150 miles away - $55.00/yr. & $34/six mo;
Over 150 miles away - $60.00/yr. & $37/six mo. 

E-Edition FREE with one year Subscription to Print Edition 
ONE PER HOUSEHOLD.

Subscription to ONLY the E-Edition ONLY $45.00/yr. 
www.fcjournal.net

U.S.P.S. 184-980
ISSN 1074-3480

1709 Stone St., Falls City, Neb. 68355
Phone (402) 245-2431
Fax (402) 245-4404

Combined with the Falls City Daily News
News Est. Jan. 1, 1875

Journal Est. Jan. 6, 1867
Falls City Journal, LLC Est. Sept. 1, 2017

STAFF DIRECTORY
Richard Halbert....................... Publisher

Ron Dodds................Backshop Foreman

Brian McKim . .............Managing Editor 
and Sports Editor.......brian@fcjournal.net

Nikki McKim ......News releases, Legals, 
�&�O�D�V�V�L�À�H�G�V�����	���&�R�P�S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q
...........................................nikki@fcjournal.net

Chelsie Alexander........Business Manager 
Subscriptions,  Ads....chelsie@fcjournal.net

Published Weekly on Wednesday 
Except Memorial Day, 
Independence Day, Labor Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas, 
New Year's-or otherwise stated, 
may be printed on a different 
weekday

Member of the Nebraska Press 
Association and, National 
Newspaper Association.

Postmaster: Send address change 
to: The Falls City Journal, 1709 
Stone St. Falls City, NE 68355

Journal
Falls City

Monday: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM • Tuesday: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM
Wednesday: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM • Thursday: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM

Friday: 8:30 AM to 1:00 PM

The Falls City Journal���2�I�À�F�H���P�D�\���F�O�R�V�H���X�Q�H�[�S�H�F�W�H�G�O�\���R�U��
early due to coverage of certain events, lack of staff due 

to illness, weather, or power outages.

All things Nebraska
Summertime, and the 

living isn’t so easy at the 
State Capitol

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior 
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner
Summer is usually a relax-

ing time in Lincoln. 
College students have left, 

state lawmakers have gone 
home, the weather gets hot, 
the backyard tomatoes get 
ripe, and the biggest debate 
around town is whether this 
is the year the Huskers be-
come relevant again in foot-
ball.
Optimism always abounds 

in the pre-season, before the 
�À�U�V�W���N�L�F�N�R�I�I��
But not sure the same opti-

mism accompanies the spe-
cial session Gov. Jim Pillen 
has convened to address the 
state’s traditionally high 
property taxes.
Every year, state senators 

tackle a variety of ideas to 
cut property taxes, and ev-
ery year they chip away at 
the problem – a new tax re-
fund here, a bigger tax cred-
it there.
There’s been incremen-

tal changes in recent years. 
About $1 billion in reduc-
tions have been accom-
plished by shifting commu-
nity colleges off the property 
tax rolls, and increasing the 
tax credits we get from what 
we pay to support local 
schools.
(The most recent tax bill 

we paid on a small farm in 
northeast Nebraska, for in-
stance, actually went down 
slightly, though some sena-
tors complain what’s been 
done has only slowed the 
increase in property taxes in 
their districts.)
The reason there’s been 

only incremental changes in 
property taxes is that it’s re-
ally hard to enact sweeping 
changes, like Pillen is pro-
posing.
He wants to shift the load 

off of local property tax-
es and onto state sales and 
income taxes. And when 
you’re shifting the load 
from one group of taxpayers 
to another, that gets a squad-
ron of special interests and 
lobbyists all stirred up.
“Don’t tax me, tax that 

man behind the tree” is the 
old saying, and already or-
ganizations representing the 
state’s farmers and business 
groups have objected to 
portions of Pillen’s tax plan, 
which calls for imposing a 
new 2-cent sales tax on ag 
and business equipment. 
That new tax, they argue, 

would hurt farmers and 
companies.
Of course, anyone facing 

a new or increased tax can 
raise similar arguments.
For instance, raising tax-

es on vaping and smoking 
hurts low-income people, 
some argue, because they 
are the predominant cus-
tomers for those products. 
Raising taxes on candy and 
pop will force people to buy 
those things in another state 
and will be a burden on re-
tailers to discern what qual-
�L�À�H�V�� �D�V�� �´�F�D�Q�G�\�µ�� �D�Q�G�� �Z�K�D�W��
doesn’t. Requiring auto re-
pair shops and home remod-
elers to collect sales tax will 
force more under-the-table 
transactions, to avoid the 
tax.
There’s also pushback 

to Pillen’s plan because it 
would be a huge erosion in 
local control of K-12 edu-
cation, shifting decisions to 
Lincoln and away from the 
local school board.
You gotta give Pillen cred-

it for proposing a plan. But 
what he’s seeking is a big 
gulp, not a small, incremen-
tal improvement, like those 
that have won passage in re-
cent years.

There’s some good, small-
er-scale changes that have 
been proposed during the 
special session so far.
For instance, why doesn’t 

Nebraska legalize online 
sports betting and get some 
tax revenue from that? The 
expected haul would be 
$100 million a year, which 
�L�V�Q�·�W���L�Q�V�L�J�Q�L�À�F�D�Q�W����
Why not increase the tax 

on cigarettes? It’s a bad 
habit that is bad for your 
health, and Nebraska hasn’t 
increased taxes on cigarettes 
for 21 years. A tax increase 
might force some people to 
quit smoking and others to 
not pick up the habit, which 
are both good things.
Pillen argued, in a recent 

column, that Nebraska faces 
a “crisis” in property taxes. 
They are “out of whack,” he 
says. It’s forcing people out 
of their homes, he claims, 
and makes young people 
move out of state.
We all gripe about proper-

ty taxes, but I’d like to see 
some proof of those claims. 
Most studies indicate that 
young people move out of 
state for better jobs and to 
live in places with amenities 
they can’t get in Nebraska, 
such as pro sports, ski re-
sorts, Broadway shows and 
sandy beaches. 
And the state offers a pret-

ty generous property tax 
break, via the homestead 
tax exemption program, 
for low-income folks, and 
veterans and handicapped 
homeowners who qualify. 
It helps keep people in their 
home. If it isn’t working 
well enough, it should be 
expanded.
This all suggests that 

there’s plenty of tweaks to 
the state’s tax system that 
would reduce property tax-
es – tweaks that historical-
ly have been easier to pass 
than huge changes like Pil-
len is proposing.
Our governor has main-

tained that he won’t settle 
for something less. But past 
history suggests he should 
be ready to settle for more 
modest changes.
Paul Hammel has covered the 

Nebraska state government and 
the state for decades. He retired in 
April as senior contributor with the 
Nebraska Examiner. He was previ-
ously with the Omaha World-Her-
ald, Lincoln Journal Star and 
Omaha Sun.  A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling and 
writing about the state.

EDITORIAL PAGE
  The views and opinions expressed in printed editorials, columns, articles or SEZ-I’s run on this page are those of the authors and 
do �Q�R�W���Q�H�F�H�V�V�D�U�L�O�\���U�H�À�H�F�W���W�K�H���R�I�¿�F�L�D�O���S�R�O�L�F�\���R�U���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���R�I���W�K�H���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���-�R�X�U�Q�D�O�����$�Q�\���F�R�Q�W�H�Q�W���S�U�R�Y�L�G�H�G���E�\���R�X�U���F�R�Q�W�U�L�E�X�W�R�U�V���R�U���D�X�W�K�R�U�V��
�D�U�H���R�I���W�K�H�L�U���R�S�L�Q�L�R�Q���D�Q�G���Q�R�W���W�K�R�V�H���R�I���W�K�H���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���-�R�X�U�Q�D�O���R�U���L�W�¶�V���V�W�D�I�I���X�Q�O�H�V�V���H�[�S�O�L�F�L�W�O�\���Z�U�L�W�W�H�Q���E�\���D���V�W�D�I�I���P�H�P�E�H�U����

By John Bisson, DDS 
Pain in your mouth is dif-

�À�F�X�O�W�� �W�R�� �L�J�Q�R�U�H���� �H�V�S�H�F�L�D�O�O�\��
when it affects everyday ac-
tivities like speaking, eating, 
or sleeping. Here are some of 
the most common reasons to 
visit your dentist.
�7�K�H�� �À�U�V�W�� �V�L�J�Q�� �W�R�� �Y�L�V�L�W�� �\�R�X�U��

dentist is a persistent tooth-
ache. Sometimes our teeth 
can hurt temporarily due to 
things like teeth whitening 
or sinus issues. However, if a 
toothache does not go away, 
or goes away and then comes 
back, this is a good sign to 
visit your dentist to identify 
the source of pain. 
Pain or soreness in your jaw 

(especially when that pain is 
accompanied by a headache) 
can point to bruxism, which 
is the repeated clenching or 
grinding of your teeth. Treat-
ing bruxism is often as sim-
�S�O�H���D�V���S�U�H�V�F�U�L�E�L�Q�J���D���F�X�V�W�R�P���À�W��
mouth guard which separates 
your teeth, hence preventing 
any clenching or grinding. 
Severe bruxism can wear 
down or break teeth, which 
�P�D�\���Q�H�H�G���W�R���E�H���À�[�H�G���E�\���\�R�X�U��
dentist.
If you are experiencing any 

swelling in your gums or jaw, 
this is a good indicator of an 
infection in your mouth. An 
abscessed tooth is also a sig-
nal of an infection. Treatment 
ranges from draining the ab-
scess, a root canal, or even 
pulling the tooth. Antibiotics 
can sometimes take care of 
an infection in your mouth, 
but leaving a tooth abscess 
untreated can lead to serious, 
even life-threatening, com-
plications.
Gums that are red, swol-

len, and bleed every time 
�\�R�X���E�U�X�V�K���R�U���Á�R�V�V���\�R�X�U���W�H�H�W�K��
could signal periodontal dis-
ease. This is an infection in 
the tissues that hold your 
teeth in place. If left untreat-
ed, periodontal disease can 
lead to bone loss around the 
teeth and eventually lead to 
tooth loss. 
If you crack or chip a tooth, 

WHEN IS IT 
TIME TO 
VISIT THE 
DENTIST?

you should also see your den-
tist as soon as possible even 
if the tooth does not hurt. A 
crack or chip in the tooth can 
spread over time and may 
further worsen the condition 
of the tooth. The sooner the 
crack or chip is addressed 
by a dentist, chances are far 
better of a successful tooth 
repair and an increase in the 
longevity of the tooth.
If a permanent tooth has 

been knocked out, immedi-
ate dental attention is strong-
ly encouraged. If a tooth is 
knocked out, in many cas-
es the damaged nerves and 
blood vessels cannot be 
saved. A tooth should not 
move in a healthy mouth, so 
any signs of movement such 
as a wiggly tooth usually 
have an underlying cause that 
should be assessed by a den-
tal professional.
Finally, any bumps or sores 

in your mouth that don’t clear 
up in a few weeks should 
be checked by your dentist. 
Some bumps or sores, like 
canker sores, should clear up 
on their own. Other persistent 
or painful sores could be a 
sign of oral cancer and should 
be checked by your dentist as 
soon as possible.
In conclusion, we strongly 

encourage patients to sched-
ule an appointment with their 
dentist with any dental relat-
ed questions or concerns. The 
best way to catch any dental 
issues early on is to visit your 
dentist on a regular basis for 
preventive dental cleanings 
and checkups. Regularly 

scheduled dental appoint-
ments and diligent home care 
are the best ways to keep your 
smile healthy.
John Bisson, DDS is a den-

tist and owns Bisson Dental in 
Brookings, SD. Dr. Bisson is 

originally from Sturgis, SD but 
moved to Brookings in 2015 and 
opened Bisson Dental in 2018. 
For more information about 
Bisson Dental head here, https://
www.bisson-dental.com/. Fol-
low The Prairie Doc® at www.
prairiedoc.org

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: SUMMER OLYMPICS

DOWN
1.  Bird feeder morsel
2. a.k.a. Daminozide
�������+�D�U�G���W�R���À�Q�G
4. Family addition, pl.
5. *Archer or shooter, e.g.
6. Homer’s classic
7. Accepted behavior
8. *a.k.a. Cassius, 1960 gold medal 
winner
9. Greek H’s
10. Landlord’s due
11. Heat unit
13. Certain style of humor
14. Obelus, pl.
���������´�7�K�H���H�Q�G���M�X�V�W�L�À�H�V���W�K�H���B�B�B�B�µ
���������B�B�B�B���R�X�W�����D�V���L�Q���D���Z�L�Q
23. Mardi Gras souvenir
24. Dark
25. Full of cattails
26. Petals holder
27. Rocky ridge
28. Like certain rug
29. *Swimmer Ledecky
32. *Like 23 out of Michael Phelps’ 
28
33. “Wheel of Fortune” request (2 
words)
36. *Nadia of perfect 10 fame
38. Archipelago
40. Large edible mushroom
41. *Like Bosnia and Herzegovina 
or Bulgaria
44. Mental portrait
46. Trotters
48. *2024 Olympics host city
49. Formed a curve
50. Sportscaster Andrews
51. Windshield option
52. Gangster’s gal
53. *Xander Schauffele club option
54. South American monkey
55. Gusto
56. Geological Society of America

ACROSS
1.  Delhi dress
5. *Individual Neutral Athlete at 
2024 Olympics, acr.
8. Mother in #48 Down
12. Joie de vivre
13. Fodder holder
14. External
���������B�B�B�B���*�U�H�\���W�H�D
16. Gulf V.I.P.
17. Edible cannabis substance
18. *Famous Olympics basketball 
team (2 words)
20. 90 degrees on compass
21. Like Al Yankovic
22. Popular deciduous tree
23. College treasurer
26. Balaclava (2 words)
30. Compass point between E and 
NE
31. Nullify
34. Diva’s delivery
35. Smart ones?
37. Two halves
38. That is, in Latin
39. First queen of Carthage
40. What ivy does
���������B�B�B���F�K�L
43. Hindered
45. Alternative form of a gene
47. Band aid
48. Diet inspired by prehistory
50. European erupter
52. *Michael Phelps predecessor
56. “In the Hall of the Mountain 
�.�L�Q�J�µ���F�R�P�S�R�V�H�U���(�G�Y�D�U�G���B�B�B�B
57. Black and white killer?
58. U.S. lake
59. From then on
60. Bank claim
61. Decomposes
���������$�J�D�L�Q�V�W�����S�U�H�À�[
63. a.k.a. acid
64. State of vexation


