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“Every dollar, every nickel
counts in higher education”

Dr. Jeffrey P. Gold, President of the University of Nebraska sys-
tem, made a pit stop in Falls City on Monday morning, July 29. This
was his second stop on the first day of a five-day tour across the
state. President Gold met with community leaders at the Chamber
office to discuss partnerships and his vision for the future. Gold’s
tour began in Nebraska City on Monday morning and concluded
with a stop in Scottsbluff on Friday.

“This trip is dedicated to listening and learning from Nebraskans
in every corner of our state about how we can work together to cre-
ate a strong future,” Dr. Gold said. “I’m excited to travel across our
500-mile campus to learn more about the University of Nebraska’s
statewide impact and hear from community members about our op-
portunities to build upon our long history, strengthen our partner-
ships, and collectively continue to change lives, build the workforce
and keep Nebraska competitive and growing.”

Gold, a product of the New York Public School system, a heart
surgeon and a longtime college administrator, assumed the role of
President for the Nebraska College System on July 1, 2024. Gold
met his wife, Robin, in medical school and has been married for
nearly 50 years.

“The best decision of my life was when I proposed to Robin,” said
Gold. “The second-best decision by the way, I’ve told people, was
coming to Nebraska ten years ago.”

President Gold defined a professional as someone who possesses
unique skills and knowledge, is self-critical and puts others above
self. He firmly stated that higher education needs to be focused on
the same three criteria.

“I firmly believe that higher education, the research science that we
do, the community engagement that we do and economic develop-
ment that we do has to be focused on the same basic premises of
superior knowledge and skill, being self-critical of what we do well
and what we need to do better and to be the ultimate consummate
professional and put others above self,” said Gold. “If we truly want
to bring the best out of our students, faculty and staff, we need to
treat them like family members.”

Gold noted that higher education is expensive, and the university
system is not immune to inflation and rising costs.

“Having grown up in the circumstances that I did and having real-
ized that every dollar, every nickel counts in higher education,” said
Gold. “We have to be super careful that we steward those dollars

(Please turn to Page 3)

Ingl PUBLIC NOTICES:

A #l BECAUSE YOU HAVE
NPT
PRIZE-WINNING | A RIGHT TO KNOW.
NEWSPAPER Public Notices, Villages,
2024 Commissioners
Nebraska Press Association

From the Journal Files ........ Page 3
$ 1 2 5 SOCIEtY .uvveeiiieieeeiie e Pages 4
° Public Record..........ccuce.ee. Page 6
N 010) 4 £ Pages 7
Religious Directory........... Pages 8
Obituaries........ccceeeveerveennne Page 9
Restaurant/Retail .................. Page 10
7793573706561 Public Notices/legals ............ Pages 12
© 2024 Falls City Journal, LLC | Classified Ads.................. Pages 13

Commissioners
will be holding
hearings with
dept. officials
to review
budget requests

The Richardson County Board
of Commissioners met on
Wednesday, July 31, 2024. Roll
call was answered by Karas,
Sickel and Caverzagie.

Highway Superintendent,
Steve Darveau, Jr. updated the
Board on the routine road and
bridge maintenance being done
this week. A brief discussion on
the road department proposed
budget was held.

Sheriff Hardesty updated the
Board this week on the routine
business within the Law En-
forcement Center this week. He
reported on several different
items.

Seventeen inmates were cur-
rently being held in the Jail.
Sheriff Hardesty reported on the
progress on the implementation
of the dispatch control center.
He reported that an officer at-
tending the Law Enforcement
Academy will be graduating on
August 16. There are also active
shooter drills being planned.

(Please turn to Page 7)

General Election Village Boards
and ESU#4 candidate filings

The complete listing of candi-
dates who have submitted can-
didate filing forms for Village
Board of Trustees and ESU#4
Board members by the August 1,
2024, deadline to be included on
the November 5, 2024, General
Election ballot are as follows
(*denotes incumbent).

Barada—Branson Darveau*,
Randy Handley* and Scott
Handley* (elect 3).

Dawson—Brian Burns* and
Bill Koch* (elect 2).

Rulo—Hannah Barber*, Re-
becca  Simmonds*,  Kraig
Coonce, James H. Coonce and

Melissa A. Coonce (elect 2).
Salem—Lindia Catlin*, Mary
Jane Wessel* and Warren Vo-
gele, Jr* (elect 3).
Shubert—Tomas Borrego* and
Donna Lockard* (elect 3).

Stella—Jim Donahoe* and
Heath Stanley* (elect 3).
Verdon—Lois Miller* and

Herman McAdams (elect 3).

Educational Service Unit #4,
District 2—Lana Willman.*

For more information about
the upcoming General Elec-
tion please call the Richardson
County Clerk’s Office at 245-
29011.

Humboldt water boil lifted

City of Humboldt Water Boil
Advisory was lifted effective
Saturday Au-
gust 3, 2024.

According
to an email
sent out by
the city, the
system is no
longer being
chlorinated.
The residual
will be in the system for a few
days, but the water is complete-
ly safe to drink. We appreciate

your understanding and patience

during this time. The system is
no longer being chlorinated.
Steps to take af-
ter a water boil;
Flush your water
system by run-
ning cold water

down all your
faucets in your
home for one

minute; Clean au-
tomatic ice mak-
ers by making and discarding
three batches of ice; Run water
softeners through a regeneration
cycle.
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Smelser & Haer Welding, Fabrlcatlon and
Repairs here to serve everyone in the area

By Sheri Wright

For many years, people in Holt and Atchison
counties in Missouri and Richardson County
in Nebraska have heard about and/or used the
great services of Chris Haer for welding and
fabrication on farm equipment and much more.
In the past two years, Jason Smelser has joined
Haer in the business and added “repairs” to the
list of services offered. Between the two men,
over 50 years of experience can help customers
with their many needs.

Haer and his wife, Bonita, live outside of
Craig, MO. He has been a noted welder and fab-
ricator for many years, including many years at
the local John Deere business in Mound City.
Haer joined forces with Jason Smelser to offer
many services at the Smelser & Haer shop at
16053 Antler Rd., west of Craig.

Smelser and his wife, Emily (Showalter),
and their children, Zane, Reid and Paige, live
outside of Craig. Emily is going to homeschool

their children this year. The family moved back
to the area after living for several years in Colo-
rado where Smelser worked on a ranch. Smels-
er credits his work experience and ethics to the
fact that, “I grew up very poor in Oskaloosa,
KS, and we had to fix everything we had.” He
was the first in his family to graduate from col-
lege. Smelser earned a degree in Animal Science
from Fort Hays State University in Hays, KS, by
paying his own way. “I have come back to go
into business with Chris because I know there is
a real need of mainly small engines,” he added.

Smelser and Haer work with all the welding,
fabrication and repair needs in the area at their
shop and with mobile services. The many ser-
vices include: welding and fabrication including
stick, wire and tungsten inert gas (TIG) which
offers greater weld strength and better aesthet-
ics and is a precise and versatile process used to
create high-quality welds; cast iron repair; auger
hard facing and reflighting; trailer repair and re-

(Please turn to Page 3)
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All things Nebraska
Summertime, and the
living isn’t so easy at the
State Capitol
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a “crisis” in property taxes. can hurt temporarily due to of the tooth. The sooner theBrookings. SD. Dr. Bisson is prairiedoc.org
ery year they chip away ot 1hey are “out of whack,” he things like teeth whitening crack or chip is addressed
the problem — a new tax re-

fund here, a bigger tax cred-
it there.

There’s been incremen
tal changes in recent years
About $1 billion in reduc-
tions have been accem
plished by shifting commu
nity colleges off the property
tax rolls, and increasing the
tax credits we get from what

move out of state.
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