
The Falls City Public Schools Wall of Fame in-
ducted its 32nd member at the recent Falls City 
High School All-
School reunion. For 
a change of pace, 
this year’s gather-
ing took place at the 
high school instead 
of Prichard Audito-
rium, which has been 
the case in the past.
Candidates for the 

Wall are chosen by a 
selection committee 
headed by Directors 
Roger Lampe (Class 
of 1976) and Susan 
Findlay (Class of 
1988).
The Wall of Fame, 

not to be confused 
with the Sports Hall 
of Fame, was started thanks to the efforts of the 
late Bob Ferguson and Rex Jones. Now in its 
22nd year, the wall is filling up after inducting 
its 32nd member, Bob Burton, a 1981 Falls City 
graduate.

In 1981, wrestling for Coach Larry Munn at 155 
pounds, Burton became just the second Tiger 

wrestler to earn a 
state champion-
ship. (Doug Trull 
was the first at 98 
pounds in 1978) 
After graduation, 
Burton earned a 
bachelor’s degree 
in finance and 
a juris doctor-
ate from the Ne-
braska College of 
Law, setting him 
up for a lifetime 
of success.
Burton had a 

four-year stint 
working for the 
NCAA before 
taking the Assis-

tant Athletic Director for Sports Administration 
and Compliance position at Oklahoma State from 
1993-1997. At OSU, Burton oversaw the Olym-
pic sports programs, wrestling, track and field 
and the women’s tennis program.
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Burton named to FCPS Wall of Fame

The 2024 Falls City High School Alumni Association held its an-
nual banquet and program on Sunday, June 23, 2024, at Falls City 
High School. This was a new venue for the reunion, and it was well 
received by those in attendance. Approximately 175 classmates and 
guests came to enjoy the occasion. The Alumni Association provid-
ed coffee, juice and doughnuts for the morning social time, which 
started at 9:30 a.m.

The 50-year class of 1974 was honored by the Alumni Associa-
tion.

The Alumni Committee and several helpers from the 1974 class 
arrived at the gymnasium Saturday at 8:30 a.m. to decorate the ta-
bles and prepare the venue for Sunday’s activities. The attractive 
placemats and napkins used on the tables were designed by the 
1974 class. The high school custodians set up the tables and chairs 
in the gymnasium.

Cindy O’Banion Bangert, representing the class of 1975, was the 
Master of Ceremonies for the banquet and program.

Doug Laney, a 1974 classmate, gave the meal invocation. Dinner 
was served at 12:30 p.m. The entree was smoked pork loin. Cheesy 
potatoes, seasoned green beans, a dinner roll, iced tea, and orange 
sherbert completed the meal. Matt Cromer of Crome’s Smoke BBQ 
& Catering prepared the dinner. Matt is a 1996 graduate of Falls 
City High School.  

Pressler Bruxellas, pianist and a 2022 Falls City High School 

graduate, played dinner music as alumni and guests assembled and 
dinners were served. Pressler’s musical presentation was very well 
received by those in attendance. He is the son of Paulo and Vanji 
Bruxellas of Humboldt, Nebraska.

Ten members of the National Honor Society served the dinners 
and drinks. Don and Terri Hogue, sponsors of the National Honor 
Society, assisted the students. The Alumni Board wishes to thank 
them for the proficient and courteous job they did.

Following dinner, Cindy Bangert welcomed everyone to the 
alumni reunion and thanked those organizations and chairpersons 
who contributed to the success of the reunion.

Lynn Pratt Motsinger, representing the honored class of 1974, 
gave the class address. In her address, she paralleled the many 
ways her classmates, throughout their years of growing up and their 
school days, differ from today’s youth. She also acknowledged how 
growing up in Falls City influenced their lives. Her address was ap-
plauded by all in attendance.

Betty Rowan Merz, class of 1974, introduced her thirty-two 
classmates and their guests who were in attendance at the banquet.

Roger Lampe, representing the Falls City Public Schools Wall 
of Fame Steering Committee, gave a brief history of the Wall of 
Fame. Roger read the 2024 recipient’s bio, and then introduced Bob 
Burton, the 2024 recipient. Roger presented Bob with a certificate 
acknowledging the honor of his induction to the Wall of Fame. Bob 

Class of 1974 honored during Falls City High School reunion

  Summer would not be complete without the Annual Cobblestone 
Festival. Cobblestone will run from Thursday, August 22 through 
Sunday, August 25 this year. 
The Falls City Chamber & Main Street is thrilled to announce the 

return of Sam’s Amusements for rides and games on Friday through 
Sunday. In addition to the carnival, car show, vendors, and other 
activities, you will find the time-honored parade scheduled for Sat-
urday, the 24th, at 11:00 am.  Like past years, it will travel from 
Pioneer Park, down 20th Street to Harlan, then south to 14th Street. 
  The theme this year is “We’ve Got the Spirit!”  We hope to see 

lots of creative floats involving anything sports-related. Any busi-
ness, organization or individuals are welcome to participate in the 
parade and in the decorating contest by following the theme.  
  Pre-registration for the parade is encouraged, but not required. It 

just helps the organizers  plan enough space for the entries. To pre-

Time to nominate the 
Cobblestone Grand Marshal

Assassination 
attempt made on 
Former President 
Donald J. Trump
The United State Secret Service 

released a press release on July 13, 
2024 stating, “During former Presi-
dent Trump’s campaign rally in But-
ler, Pennsylvania on the evening 
of July 13th at approximately 6:15 
p.m. (ET), a suspected shooter fired 
multiple shots toward the stage from 
an elevated position outside the rally 
venue. US Secret Service personnel 
neutralized the shooter, who is now 
deceased. US Secret Service quickly 
responded with protective measures 
and the former president is safe and 
being evacuated. One spectator was 
killed, two spectators were critically 
injured. The incident is currently un-
der investigation and the Secret Ser-
vice has formally notified the Fed-
eral Bureau of Investigation.”
Anthony Guglielmi, Chief of Com-

munications.
The suspected shooter was later 

identified as 20-year-old Pennsyl-
vania resident Thomas Matthew 
Crooks. The spectator who was 
killed has been identified as 50-year-
old Corey Comperatore, a former 
firefighter. Comperatore, who was 
attending the rally with his wife 
and two daughters, reportedly dove 
over his family to protect them when 
gunshots were heard in the crowd. 
Pennsylvania Gov. Josh Shapirio 

said “Corey died a hero.”
In his speech Saturday, Biden said, 

“There is no place in America for 
this kind of violence, or any vio-
lence.”
Former President Trump said he 

was shot by a bullet that pierced the 
upper part of his right ear. He was 
recovering at his New Jersey resi-
dence over the weekend. 
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All things Nebraska
Governor enlists well-paid 

consultant to eliminate 
waste in state government

By Paul Hammel, Retired Senior 
Reporter for Nebraska Examiner
Every candidate for gov-

ernor always promises two 
things – to cut property tax-
es, and eliminate the “waste” 
in state spending.
Both of those pledges are 

awfully easy to make -- and 
play well on a TV ad -- and 
much harder to achieve.
Current Gov. Jim Pillen is 

�À�Q�G�L�Q�J���W�K�D�W���R�X�W���W�K�L�V���\�H�D�U���Z�L�W�K��
his property tax reduction 
ideas. But he’s adopted a dif-
ferent tactic in cutting the fat 
from state spending by hiring 
a high-priced consultant to 
suggest reductions. 
He enlisted Epiphany As-

sociates, a Utah-based con-
sultant who reportedly in-
�F�U�H�D�V�H�G�� �H�I�À�F�L�H�Q�F�\�� �L�Q�� �V�W�D�W�H��
government in that western 
state by 35%.
The price tag to look at 

streamlining Nebraska’s 
state government is a healthy 
$10 million, or $2.5 million a 
year over four years. 
Pillen, who is a businessman 

and not a politician, is proba-
bly used to hiring consultants 
to answer thorny questions 
when he’s raising hogs and 
managing his farms. Heav-
ens knows there’s a consul-
tant on every corner willing 
to render advice for a price.
In the past, governors have 

tended to use state employ-
�H�H�V���U�H�V�R�X�U�F�H�V�� �W�R�� �À�Q�G�� �W�K�L�Q�J�V��
to cut. Ben Nelson had an 
�R�I�À�F�H���W�K�D�W���O�R�R�N�H�G���D�W���S�U�R�F�H�V�V-
es and regulations that didn’t 
make sense (he loved the 
book, “The Death of Com-
mon Sense”). 
Dave Heineman had stacks 

�R�I���E�X�G�J�H�W���E�R�R�N�V���L�Q���K�L�V���R�I�À�F�H��
that he dug through to navi-
�J�D�W�H�� �W�K�H�� �À�V�F�D�O�� �G�R�Z�Q�W�X�U�Q�� �K�H��
faced when he was governor.
And Pete Ricketts created 

the “Center for Operational 
Excellence” that delved into 
how state agencies operated, 
and awarded belts of vari-
ous colors – green, yellow 
and black belts, like a karate 
student – for managers who 
graduated from training and 
�D�F�K�L�H�Y�H�G���H�I�À�F�L�H�Q�F�L�H�V��
�7�K�D�W�� �5�L�F�N�H�W�W�V�� �R�I�À�F�H���� �Z�K�L�F�K��

had up to 30 employees, was 
credited by the then-gover-
�Q�R�U�� �I�R�U�� �À�Q�G�L�Q�J�� �´�K�D�U�G�� �V�D�Y-
ings” of $100 million and 
reducing 900,000 hours of 
employee time by the end of 
2022.
Much of the time saving 

involved streamlining and 
speeding-up the application 
for state permits, and putting 
such processes online. Hey, 
who doesn’t hate waiting in 
line?
�1�R�W�� �V�X�U�H�� �L�I�� �W�K�D�W�� �R�I�À�F�H�� �Z�D�V��

the cause, but the number 
of state workers has been on 
the decline in recent years, 
from a high of 18,339 state 
employees as of December 
2015 to 17,725 as of Decem-
ber 2022, according to the 
state personnel almanac. 
That’s pretty impressive, 

unless you’re stuck in a 
snowdrift and waiting for a 
state snowplow, or had an ac-
cident and wonder if a state 
trooper is anywhere near-
by. (Both the Department of 
Transportation and State Pa-
�W�U�R�O���K�D�V���V�W�U�X�J�J�O�H�G���W�R���À�O�O���M�R�E�V��
in recent years, in large part 
due to the nationwide short-
age of labor.)
Now comes Epiphany, 

which recently released a re-
�S�R�U�W���R�Q���L�W�V���Z�R�U�N���D�I�W�H�U���W�K�H���À�U�V�W��
year of its four-year contract.
The consultants, as reported 

by the Nebraska Examiner, 
�V�D�L�G���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\���K�D�Y�H���L�G�H�Q�W�L�À�H�G��
ways to save $531 million 
in general fund spending, 
and, at the same time, im-
prove services to Nebras-
kans. If my math is correct, 
that would reduce spending 
of state tax dollars by about 
10%, thus freeing up some 
funds for another goal of Pil-
len – reducing local property 
taxes, by shifting costs onto 
state taxes.

The report stated that many 
state employees were wast-
ing time on work that doesn’t 
directly serve the “custom-
ers” of state government. It 
also said that state cash re-
serve funds – it called them 
“buffers” – were way too 
large, and cutting them could 
save $150 million.
Epiphany’s work already 

led the governor to seek to 
�H�O�L�P�L�Q�D�W�H�� �Q�H�D�U�O�\�� ������������ �M�R�E�V��
�W�K�D�W���K�D�G���J�R�Q�H���X�Q�À�O�O�H�G���G�X�U�L�Q�J��
the past 90 days (though the 
Omaha World-Herald’s Mar-
tha Stoddard later reported 
that only about half of those 
positions were actually being 
eliminated).
�(�O�L�P�L�Q�D�W�L�Q�J���M�R�E�V���W�K�D�W���D�U�H�Q�·�W��

needed is a good thing, but 
among those on the chop-
�S�L�Q�J�� �E�O�R�F�N�� �Z�H�U�H�� �M�R�E�V�� �D�W�� �W�K�H��
Board of Parole – a key 
agency to save money by 
keeping recently released 
inmates on the road to a life 
without crime – and at the 
State Racing and Gaming 
Commission. That agency 
�L�V���O�R�V�L�Q�J���F�R�P�S�O�L�D�Q�F�H���R�I�À�F�H�U�V��
and investigators who are out 
there to make sure casinos 
and racetracks are operating 
within the law and paying 
their taxes.
Senators and others who 

have seen the Epiphany Re-
port said that while it’s a 
good thing to review state 
spending, the recommenda-
tions lacked details and spe-
�F�L�À�F�V���� �$�Q�G�� �W�K�H�U�H�·�V�� �D�O�Z�D�\�V��
concern when you cut the 
“rainy day” funds, because 
the state is overdue for a 
shortfall of funds when those 
rainy day dollars are needed.
There were some good ideas 

from Epiphany, but some of 
the suggestions were of the 
“well-duh” variety – such 
as the state can save money 
if they better prepare prison 
inmates for success when 
released, so they don’t come 
back to prison.
�/�R�R�N���I�R�U���D���P�D�M�R�U���W�X�J���R�I���Z�D�U��

ahead. While the governor 
recommends a state bud-
get, it’s state senators who 
ultimately decide how state 
funds are spent. 
Expect a lot of give-and-

take before a half billion 
dollars in state spending is 
eliminated.

Paul Hammel has covered the 
Nebraska state government and 
the state for decades. He retired in 
April as senior contributor with the 
Nebraska Examiner. He was previ-
ously with the Omaha World-Her-
ald, Lincoln Journal Star and 
Omaha Sun.  A native of Ralston, 
Nebraska, he loves traveling and 
writing about the state.
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By Jill Kruse, DO
Doctors are taught medical 

�W�H�U�P�V�� �D�Q�G�� �M�D�U�J�R�Q�� �L�Q�� �P�H�G�L�F�D�O��
school like a secret code.  
Many medical terms are root-
ed in Greek and Latin.  Over 
the course of our training, 
these words become second 
�Q�D�W�X�U�H���D�Q�G���Z�H���E�H�F�R�P�H���Á�X�H�Q�W��
in this medical “language”, 
although we are also ex-
pected to talk to our patients 
using simple terminology.  
However, most specialties in 
medicine still use the origi-
nal Greek and Latin roots for 
their names.  Once you know 
where these names come 
from, everything makes 
sense.  
Most names start with a 

Greek or Latin word fol-
lowed by “ologist” or “olo-
gy” from Greek word “Lo-
gos” which means “the study 
of” or “Science of”.  Instead 
of calling themselves a “heart 
doctor” we call them Cardi-
ologists.  Cardiology comes 
from the Greek word “Kar-
dia” which means “heart.” 
This trend follows for several 
other specialties.  Lung doc-
tors are Pulmonologists from 
the Latin “Pulmon” which 
means “lung”.   Obstetrics is 
from the Latin term “obstet-
rix” which means “midwife” 
or literally, “one who stands 
opposite”.  However, Gy-
necologist comes from the 
Greek term “gyne” meaning 
“woman”.  
Liver doctors are called 

Hepatologists using the 
Greek terms “Hepar” or 
“Hepato” meaning “of liver”.  
Hematologists are doctors 
who study blood and the term 
comes from the Greek work 
“haimo” meaning “blood”.   
Your skin specialists, the Der-
matologists, get their name 
from the Greek work “Der-
matos” which means “skin” 
or “hide”.   The Nephrolo-
gists, or kidney doctors, have 
taken the Greek root for kid-
ney, which is “nephros” to 
get their name.  Neurologists 
study nerves, and the Greek 

WHAT’S IN 
A (MEDIcAL 
SpEcIALTY) 

NAmE?  

term “neuro” or “neuron” 
means “string or nerve”.  
A Pathologist looks at tissue 

samples under a microscope 
in order to diagnose diseas-
es.  Their Greek root “Pa-
thos” comes from the terms 
for “suffering” or “disease”.  
This branch of medicine 
looks for the cause, devel-
opment, as well as the natu-
ral progression of diseases.  
�7�K�H���W�H�U�P���D�Q�H�V�W�K�H�V�L�D���Z�D�V���À�U�V�W��
used in the 1880’s, but it also 
�F�R�P�H�V���I�U�R�P���W�K�H���*�U�H�H�N���S�U�H�À�[��
“an” which means “without” 
combined with “aisthesis” 
which means “feeling” or 
“perception”.  That describes 
their goal for patients during 
surgery – to go “without feel-
ing” pain during a procedure.  
Just when you think you 

know the rules, there is En-
docrinology.  Endocrinology 
studies the endocrine system 
which are the organs in the 
body the secrete hormones.  
“Endo” is the Latinized form 
of the Greek word “krinein” 
meaning “secreting internal-
ly”.   The term Rheumatolo-
gist is not quite as literal as 
some of the others. They spe-
cialize in diseases like arthri-
tis and the name originates 
from the Greek word “Rheu-
ma” meaning “that which 
�Á�R�Z�V�µ�� �R�U�� �´�F�X�U�U�H�Q�W���V�W�U�H�D�P�µ������
This comes from a 17th Cen-
tury idea that arthritis would 
�Á�R�Z���W�K�U�R�X�J�K�R�X�W���W�K�H���E�R�G�\���D�I-
fecting many areas.  
Hopefully this helps “crack 

the code” of why different 
specialties have such differ-
ent and unique names.  You 

can impress your friends and 
family with this newfound 
knowledge.  However your 
�&�D�U�G�L�R�O�R�J�L�V�W�� �Z�L�O�O�� �E�H�� �M�X�V�W�� �D�V��
sweet if you call him/her a 
“heart doctor”, because as 
Shakespeare’s Juliet asked, 

“What is in a name?”  
Jill Kruse, D.O. is part of The 

Prairie Doc® team of physi-
cians and currently practices as 
a hospitalist in Brookings, South 
Dakota. Follow The Prairie 
Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org 

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: THINGS WITH WHEELS

DOWN
1.*London ____, tourist attraction
2. Hankerings
3. At the summit of
4. Glass ingredient
5. TV and radio
6. Not odds
7. Chinatown gang
8. Low-ranking worker
9. Pinnacle
10. Pig’s digs
12. *Royal procession carriage
13. E in baseball box score
14. *”Wheel in the Sky” band
19. Star bursts
22. “____ Elise”
23. Suez or Panama
24. Carl Jung’s inner self
25. *Type of locomotive
26. Surfer’s stop
27. Like anchor aweigh
28. Easternmost state
29. Serengeti grazer
32. *Perambulator, for short
33. Black and white sea bird
36. *Ancient Greek ride
38. Top of a steeple
40. Kitchen meas.
41. Reunion attendees
44. Poets’ feet
46. Smaller size than small
48. *a.k.a. water wheel
49. Hole-borer
���������%�D�E�\�·�V���À�U�V�W���Z�R�U�G�"
51. Speedy steed
52. Boorish
53. Russian autocrat
54. 90-degree pipes, e.g.
55. “Peace Train” singer-songwriter
58. Increase

ACROSS
���������8�Q�Á�H�G�J�H�G���K�D�Z�N
5. The ____ Gala, haute couture 
fundraiser
8. Ballet step
11. Sasquatch’s cousin
���������3�U�H�À�[���L�Q���O�H�Y�R�U�R�W�D�U�\
13. DVD player button
15. What Tylenol and xylenol have 
in common
16. Seaport in Yemen
17. With ample space
18. *Rumpelstiltskin’s ____ wheel
20. Viking writing symbol
���������0�X�V�L�F�D�O���À�Q�D�O�H�V
22. In favor of
23. Source of tapioca
26. Smith, e.g.
30. “Stand and Deliver” singer
31. Live-in helper (2 words)
34. Et alii, abbr.
35. Nephew’s sister
37. Tire depression
38. Turkey’s southern neighbor
39. Same as ayah
40. Engage in a pursuit (2 words)
42. Bed-and-breakfast, e.g.
43. Tibetan Buddhism
45. Pinched
47. Sing like Public Enemy
48. Mother-of-pearl
50. Cripple
52. *Wheel in Vegas
55. Chocolate substitute
56. Egg on
57. Capri or Catalina
59. Olden days violin maker
60. Croaks
61. “Run Away to Mars” singer
62. Jump key
63. Corncob
64. Gaelic


