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Journal print 
and deadline 

schedule
The office of the Falls City 

Journal will be closed this Fri-
day, May 17, 2024. The dead-
line will be Thursday, May 16 
by 4:00 p.m.  
The office will also be closed 

on Monday, May 27 in honor of 
Memorial Day. The deadline for 
that weeks paper will be Thurs-
day, May 23 by 10:00 a.m. The 
print date will remain the same. 

“Enjoy where you are now, be patient and savor 
every moment because eventually, the day will 

come when we won’t have each other”

Council approves overlay project 
at Dallas Jones Park

Soaring Heights Await at 
the Annual Hot Air Balloon 

Festival in Falls City
Get ready to witness the skies come alive with color and excite-

ment as the Annual Hot Air Balloon Festival returns to Falls City 
on Friday, June 14th, and Saturday, June 15th, 2024. Hosted in the 
heart of Nebraska’s scenic beauty, this two-day extravaganza prom-
ises unforgettable moments for attendees of all ages.

The festival will be held Friday, June 14th, 2024, from 5:00 PM 
to 10:00 PM and Saturday, June 15th, 2024, from 3:00 PM to 10:00 
PM at Brenner Field, 3301 North Business Parkway, Falls City, Ne-
braska

Highlighted features include Breathtaking Balloon Lift-Offs: 
Marvel at the sight of 10 majestic hot air balloons gracefully as-
cending into the sky, painting a vibrant canvas against the Nebraska 
horizon.

Mesmerizing Balloon Glow: Experience the magic as dusk falls 
and the balloons light up the night sky in a dazzling display of col-
ors during the mesmerizing balloon glow.

Spectacular Mega Kite Show: Prepare to be awed by an exhilarat-
ing mega kite show, featuring giant kites soaring and dancing in the 
air, adding an extra dimension of wonder to the festival.

Live Music: Groove to the rhythm of three incredible live bands 
providing the perfect soundtrack to accompany the festivities and 
keep the energy levels soaring.  Friday night enjoy JB Acoustic with 
Falls City native Brad Baumert and Saturday will feature 2 bands: 
Dixie Cadillacs featuring local favorite Harold Nussbaum and the 
Kyle Sayler Band playing high energy country and rock.

Culinary Delights: Indulge your taste buds in a mouthwatering 
array of culinary delights from a diverse selection of over a dozen 
food trucks offering savory and sweet treats to satisfy every craving.

Fireworks Display: Conclude Saturday evening with a dazzling 
fireworks display illuminating the night sky, creating a grand finale 

The Falls City Council met at City Hall for its 
regularly scheduled meeting on Monday, May 6, 
2024. Councilperson Buckminster was absent.

Mayor Harkendorff proclaimed May 12-18, 
2024, as National Skilled Nursing Care Week in 
Falls City. 

City Administrator Anthony Nussbaum updated 
the Council on several items happening within 
the city. Nussbaum advised the members that the 
majority of the seasonal staff has been hired, in-

cluding at the aquatic center, the cemetery, public 
works and utility department. The City Adminis-
trator also noted the hiring of a new full-time dis-
patcher for the Falls City Police Department and 
an additional utility bookkeeper. The city is still 
accepting applications for a utility technician in 
the gas department and for a part-time cashier/
receptionist at City Hall. The city is also search-
ing for a Library Aide with hopes of returning to 
weekend hours on Saturdays. 

Photos by Chelsie Alexander; Story by Brian McKim
 Students, family and friends packed into Prich-

ard Auditorium on Saturday, May 11, 2024, for 
Falls City High School’s commencement exer-
cises. As the 58 graduates made their way onto 
the auditorium floor, the Falls City band, under 
the direction of Ally Phillips, played the “Gradua-
tion Suite Precessional,” an arrangement by Mike 
Story. 

Falls City Public School Superintendent Tim 
Heckenlively welcomed parents, relatives and 
friends who were in attendance. 

“For many of you, your first day of kindergarten 
was August 17, 2011,” said Heckenlively. “Now, 
on May 11, 2024, it brings me great pride to see all 
of you graduate and embark on that next chapter of 
your lives.” Heckenlively ended his speech by say-
ing, “Success is about enjoying what you do in life. 
Let me repeat that. Success is about enjoying what 

you do. When you enjoy what you do you’re natu-
rally motivated and engaged. So, with those words 
in mind, as you determine your future and your next 
step figure it out what it is that you love to do. Go 
do it, and that career will never be work.” 

Graduating senior Elianna Bruxellas gave 
the class welcome speech. Bruxellas welcomed 
friends, family, teachers, administrators, the board 
of education and her fellow classmates. Bruxel-
las drew parallels to the opening of Ellis Island. 
On May 11, 1965, Ellis Island was added to the 
Statue of Liberty National Monument. Ellis Island 
became a place of entry into the United States for 
over 12,000,000 immigrants. It stood for a new 
beginning, hope and opportunity. 

“Fifty-nine years later, May 11 marks another 
important day,” said Bruxellas. “Like the people 
who passed through the hall of Ellis Island with 
excitement and enthusiasm, we, the Class of 2024, 

  “AURORA BOREALIS at this time of year, at this time of day in 
this part of the country, localized entirely within most of the United 
States including Richardson County?” “Yes!” 
   Thanks to the strongest solar storm in over 20 years, some of us 
saw Aurora borealis for the very first time. The beautiful display of 
Northern Lights all across the country Friday night and Saturday 
morning and a bit Saturday night were visible as far south as Texas 
and Louisiana and Florida. The Northern Lights all over Nebraska 
with a little help from longer exposure photos when using a camera. 
The photo above was taken on the north edge of Falls City. (Photo 
by Nikki McKim)

(Continued on Page 3)
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME:  FICTIONAL MOTHERS

DOWN
1.Do like volcano
2. Honey home
3. Iris holder
4. Human trunk
5. iPad “pen”
6. *Matriarch, ____ Munster of 
“The  Munsters”
7. *Nadezhda of “The Americans,” 
____ Elizabeth Jennings, acr.
8. Muhammad’s birthplace
9. Melissa Rivers’ mom
10. Australian slang for afteroon
11. Widely hunted ruminant
12. Follow ems
15. A particular legume
20. Not pathos
22. Second O in EVOO
24. Kinda white
25. *Mrs. ____, a.k.a. Marmee
26. Anoint
27. Red Sea peninsula
29. Drive a getaway car, e.g.
31. Goals
32. Like a Harvard building?
33. Plant-based laxative
34. *____ Bunker, mom to Gloria 
in “All in the Family”
36. Dance partner
38. Drive-____, for short
42. Like a haunted house
45. Daisy dukes, e.g.
49. ____ chi
51. Casts a line
54. Popular electric car
56. Newton’s first name
57. Foul substance
58. Matured
59. Bob of “The Joy of Painting” 
fame
60. Better than never?
61. On top of
62. “High” time
63. Cosine’s counterpart
64. In the past
66. *”Married... with Children” 
mom

ACROSS
1.Bars
6. Escape or flee
9. Green gemstone or Heather Gra-
ham in “The Hangover”
13. Turning point
14. 34th U.S. Pres
15. Actress Sophia ____
16. Each and all
17. Lake, in France
18. Roof overhangs
19. *Lovable mother of seven in 
“Harry Potter” Mrs. ____
21. *Mother in “The Terminator,” 
Sarah ____
23. Not safe, in baseball
24. “Hold on!”
25. Uno ____, in Mexico
28. Iranian monarch
30. Be a go-between
35. Kind of cuckoos
37. Passing mention
39. Dwelled
40. TV show “____ 911!”
41. *”Beloved” mother
43. Like a tennis skirt
44. Scottish kinship groups
46. Spare in car
47. Email folder
48. Vertical dimension
50. Turf alternative
52. Morse Code dash
53. Hippocratic ____
55. Three, to Caesar
57. *Margaret White’s telekinetic 
daughter
60. *Elizabeth Zott of “____ in 
Chemistry”
64. Vernacular
65. R&R hot spot
67. Capital of Vietnam
68. Yours is as good as mine?
69. Tennis retry
70. Cause anxiety (2 words)
71. Bookie’s quote
72. Well-kept secret, for some
73. Teatime treat

Managing 
Spray Drift
By Ritika Lamichhane 
rlamichhane3@unl.edu
Extension Educator in 
Nemaha County
As the planting season 

approaches, producers 
are gearing up to apply 
pesticides. However, 
before starting your pes-
ticide application there 
are two important things 
to keep in mind: pesti-
cide efficacy and spray 
drift management.
Every pesticide label is 

different, so it is import-
ant for applicators to take 
the time to read each one 
carefully before using 
the product. It is a good 
idea to check the manu-
facturer’s guide for the 
right pressure and noz-
zle combinations too. 
When you are spraying, 
using bigger droplets, 
lower pressure, and 
keeping the boom closer 
to the ground can help 
prevent the spray drift. 
Remember that higher 
spray pressures produce 
smaller droplets that are 
more likely to drift than 
larger ones. Addition-
ally, larger droplet size 
reduces coverage so it 
may be necessary to in-
crease the carrier rate 
when spraying. Another 
consideration is that if 
you increase the nozzle 
size you will end up ap-
plying higher volumes, 
but less of it will end up 
off-target which is good 
for managing drifts. 
Weather conditions 

play a significant role in 
determining the success 
of pesticide applications. 
Monitoring factors such 
as humidity, wind speed, 
and direction are cru-
cial. High wind speeds 
can lead to spray drift, 
while minimal wind 
speeds may indicate the 
presence of temperature 
inversion. Temperature 
inversions occur when 
solar radiation is no lon-
ger strong enough to heat 
the earth’s surface and 
the air near the ground 
gets cooler, trapping the 
pesticide particles and 
making it spread where 
it should not. Tempera-
ture inversions typically 
happen in early morn-
ings and late afternoons. 
In the morning, clear 
skies and low wind cre-
ate favorable conditions 
for inversions. Signs 
such as ground fog or 
dew on plant leaves in-
dicate the onset of an 
inversion. Similarly, in 
the afternoon, especially 
one to three hours before 
sunset, clear skies and 
minimal wind increase 
the likelihood of inver-
sions. Signs such as lin-
gering dust or intensified 
smells and sounds can 
serve as indicators of an 
inversion.
It is also important to 

be mindful of how pesti-
cide application may im-
pact specialty crops and 
pollinators in your area. 
FieldWatch is an online 
mapping service moni-
tored by Nebraska De-
partment of Agriculture 
(NDA) that facilitates 

communication between 
pesticide applicators, 
crop producers, and bee-
keepers. You can visit 
their website to iden-
tify potential sensitive 
areas before planning a 
pesticide application. In 
Nebraska, 710 growers 
have registered a total 
of 2,333 specialty crops 
and apiary sites in Field-
Watch. These sites are 
currently located in 84 
of Nebraska’s 93 coun-
ties and cover approx-
imately 147,000 acres 
of specialty crops. You 
can create an account 
and map your fields on 
fieldcheck.org. Regis-
tering with FieldWatch 
is optional and comes 
at no cost. Pesticide ap-
plicators have access to 
maps, can sign up for 
email alerts for free, and 
can download the Field-
Check app or receive di-
rect data feeds. You can 
go to fieldwatch.com for 
more information. 
You can contact your 

local extension office 
for more information on 
managing pesticide drift 
or reach out to me at 
rlamichhane3@unl.edu 
or 402-274-4755 if you 
have any questions.

EDITORIAL PAGE
  The views and opinions expressed in printed editorials, columns, articles or SEZ-I’s run on this page are those of the authors and 
do not necessarily reflect the official policy or position of the Falls City Journal. Any content provided by our contributors or authors 
are of their opinion and not those of the Falls City Journal or it’s staff unless explicitly written by a staff member. 

 By Jill Kruse, DO
Technology has come a long way in the past 200 

years.  The telegraph was invented in 1837 and made 
rapid long range communication possible.  Messages 
could be sent around the world through a series of con-
nected wires.  The telegraph had medical applications 
in the Civil War. It was used to order medical supplies 
and report information about injuries and casualties to 
medical teams.  This was cutting edge technology at 
the time, but it now is considered an obsolete method 
of communication.  
Alexander Graham Bell patented the telephone in 

1876.  By 1900 there were nearly 600,000 telephones 
in use.  At the end of 1910 there were over 5.8 million 
active telephones.  The telephone was seen as a tool to 
connect doctors and patients together over a distance.  
A report in The Lancet Journal from 1879 described 
how a doctor could use the telephone to listen to a ba-
by’s cough and diagnose croup.    
In 1924 The Radio News Magazine predicted a two 

way video encounter with a “radio doctor” using a tele-
vision-like device.  In 1959 the University of Nebraska 
became the first place to use two-way video communi-
cations for telemedicine applications.  This was done 
using closed circuit television to connect medical stu-
dents at the main campus in Omaha with patients at 
the Norfolk State Hospital 112 miles away.  However, 
Telemedicine as we know it today did not get its start 
until the 1970’s.
Telemedicine can also be used to send radiology im-

ages remotely to radiologists who can be in a different 
state or even a different country.  With the improve-
ment of cellular technology, EKGs can be sent from 
the back of an ambulance to the hospital.  So before a 
patient even sets foot inside the door of the hospital, 
the Emergency Room doctors and Cardiologists can be 
prepared.  This can not only save time, but can save 
lives when someone is having a heart attack.  
With the COVID 19 pandemic, there was an increased 

push to use telemedicine for virtual visits in the clinic 
setting.  Telemedicine has also been used when patient 
transfer from smaller hospitals to larger tertiary care 
centers is not possible or when dangerous winter driv-
ing conditions make transfers unsafe.  This technology 
helps bridge the gap in medical care between rural ar-
eas without specialists and urban medical centers.  
The jump from telegraphs to telemedicine with virtu-

al visits is a big one.  I can only imagine what the next 
200 years of technological advancements will bring to 
how we deliver health care.  No matter how we inter-
act, there will always be a doctor ready to connect and 
help you, stay healthy out there.   
Jill Kruse, D.O. is part of The Prairie Doc® team of 

physicians and currently practices as a hospitalist in 
Brookings, South Dakota. 

Telegraph, Telephone, 
Telemedicine
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75 Years Ago, May 15, 1949 to May 21, 1949
Weed control from the air was given a trial run on a 50-acre wheat plot belonging to 

Henry Hartman, west of town. The test was conducted by Charles Giese and Charles 
Rider, local fliers who recently formed a partnership for aerial spraying. 

A man posing as a war veteran and claiming to be taking magazine subscriptions in-
duced a Journal subscriber in the Humboldt area to give him money to renew his Falls 
City Journal subscription. The money was never turned in at the Journal. 

According to National League President Ford Frick, a lifetime banishment from base-
ball would threaten any pitcher found guilty of using a bean ball. Frick said the same 
fate awaited any manager who ordered such a pitch. 

The Falls City School district’s board of education received the contracts for two new 
teachers, Wilber Roesch and Mrs. Elizabeth Kincaid. 

Charlie Hunley from Falls City placed fifth at the state track meet in the 440-yard 
dash, Mark Weidler of Honey Creek was fifth in the Class D 440 and Gordon Fencil of 
Humboldt placed fifth in the Class C discus. 

Ray Meyers, manager of the Sidles Company in Falls City, resigned because of his 
health. However, he would remain with the company in a less demanding position. V.M. 
Krondak was promoted from salesman to manager. 

Local swimmers breathed a sigh of relief when it was announced that the Falls City 
Recreation Association would operate the Crystal swimming pool. The association 
would lease the pool from Charles Stanton for $650 for the summer. 

Homer Cline, a three-sport athlete at Shubert High School, was chosen by his Panther 
mates as the school’s outstanding athlete of the 1948-49 school year. 

Extensive plans were being made for the third annual Elks fish fry, which would be 
held at Camp Rulo. Between 400 and 500 local and visiting Elks were expected to at-
tend. 

Auto Dealer Burnie Hyland of Spokane, Washington, banked 2,600 silver dollars, all 
minted in 1921 as payment for a shiny new car from Charles H. Hink. It took him five 
years to save up the 170-pound payment. 

Mary Ann Hoy, 12, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Stacy Hoy, was awarded a bicycle last 
night when her turtle emerged victorious in the turtle race sponsored by the Vogue Shoe 
Department. 

Between 250 and 300 people attended the bingo and lunch get-together at the Veterans 
of Foreign Wars Club. John Huber headed the committee in charge of the affair. 

50 Years Ago, May 15, 1974 to May 21, 1974
Dale Shafer, retired Air Force Colonel, secured the office of mayor with 1,434 votes, 

outlasting Jim Hill (707), Alvin Strasil (58), Ray Mott (39) and Ross Smith (7). 
Virginia Tisdel, the wife of Curtis Tisdel, became the first-ever woman elected to the 

city council when she defeated Will Groothuis 297-132. 
Falls City High School athletes Debbie Brownson and Cindy Burton represented 

Richardson County at the Girls State Track Meet in North Platte. Debbie would com-
pete in the 220, while Cindy ran the 880. 

Nearly 150 women and girls attended the annual mother-daughter banquet of St. 
Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church. 

Jack and Jill Food Center had Banquet Dinner on sale, two for 89 cents and two loaves 
of sandwich bread for 85 cents. 

President Nixon told reporters he had given long thought to the possibility of resig-
nation but had decided he would not quit the nation’s highest office “under any circum-
stances.”

The community ambulance service provided by the Falls City Volunteer Ambulance 
Squad on nights and weekends for the previous several months became a 24-hour ser-
vice with the announcement by Buddy Simmonds that he was no longer operating the 
Simmonds Ambulance Service. 

One day after announcing that Virginia Tisdel had become the first woman ever to 
serve on the city council, the Journal retracted its report, stating that Mrs. L. C. Mauger 
was elected to the second ward in 1919 on the Non-Partisan ticket. 

The Falls City High School golf team placed 11th at the district meet at Holmes Golf 
Course in Lincoln. Jim Schulenberg led FC with an 84. Art McDaniel of Nebraska City 
had the day’s low score with a 77. 

Tim Hoy jumped 23-3 ½ and 44-3 in the triple jump to set new records at the district 
track meet in Fairbury. Steve Kottich, 48-2 ¼, set a new mark in the shot and Mike Bird, 
137-7, re-wrote the record book in the discus. 

Two Falls City students were among 470 health science professionals to receive de-
grees from the University of Nebraska Medical Center. Thomas E. Dunbar III received 
his Doctor of Medicine degree and Judy A. Koenig was awarded her Bachelor of Sci-
ence in nursing. 

Raphael R. Majerus, who lived seven miles east of Falls City, got his right leg caught 
on a bolt in a grain auger, causing two gashes in his leg, which required stitches. Jim 
Frederick, who was working with Majerus, shut off the electric motor and helped to 
release him. 

Margaret Bangert received her Bachelor of Science degree at Creighton University’s 
96th spring commencement at the Omaha Civic Auditorium. 

Don Sailors was named the Outstanding Falls City High School Athlete at Awards 
Night Ceremonies at the high school auditorium. 

25 Years Ago, May 15, 1999 to May 21, 1999
The old Verdon High School building, constructed in 1921 by Bohrer Bros. of Falls 

City, was no more. Considered a hazard to children, an eyesore and a liability, workers 
from Taft Construction tore it down. The school was built for $40,000 and operated as 
a high school until 1959. 

Michael Hillyard shot a 76 at the Tregaron Country Club to qualify for the State Golf 
Meet for the second consecutive season. As a team, FC finished seventh with a 347 at 
the district meet. Dan Ferguson shot an 88, Joey Brunette had a 93, Ben Simpson shot a 
90, and Ben Froeschl finished with a 96. 

“Never Been Kissed” and “Ten Things I Hate About You” were playing at the River 
Twin Cinema in Falls City.  

The Falls City Fire Department held an open house to show off the new $153,417 fire 
truck. The new unit held 750 gallons of water and could pump 1,250 gallons per minute. 

Jacob Fritz, son of Lyle and Noala Fritz, was selected to participate in the Junior Law 
Cadet Program at the Nebraska State Patrol Training Academy in Lincoln. 

Falls City Middle School Students of the Month included Whitney Gatz, Austin Merz 
and Brandy Mattox. 

Seventy-two members of the Falls City High School Class of 1999 graduated at a cer-
emony at Prichard Auditorium. Valedictorian was Amanda Kay Bartek and Salutatorian 
was Sara Michelle Roland. 

Four locals were named to the Southeast Community College-Beatrice Campus 
Dean’s List for the 1999 spring semester. The list included Seth Avery of Humboldt and 
Brett Burenheide, Olivia Kirkendall and Jadeen Strauss of Falls City. 

Jacob Bennett of Shubert, Lee Hullman, Mitch Witt and Luke Morehead of Falls City 
were overall champions at the local Diamond Skills challenge sponsored by the Falls 
City Area Jaycees. 

Bill Simon and Erik McNeely teamed up to win the two-person member-guest best 
ball/scramble held at the Falls City Country Club. The team combined for a 67 to edge 
out the team of Steve Simon and Bob Fish with a 68. 

Peru State College senior Erica Younker was pictured working on a project during her 
recent internship at the Cooper Nuclear Station near Brownville. 

Nussbaum noted that 
himself, the police chief 
and deputy chief, lead 
dispatcher and fire chiefs 
attended the mutual aid 
meeting recently. 

Nussbaum mentioned 
that sections of 14th street 
would be re-opening soon. 
Tentative plans are for 
14th street to be entirely 
open by May 20, 2024. 

Police Chief Jamie Bak-
er addressed the Council, 
stating that the department 
would participate in the 
Make It Click seatbelt en-
forcement campaign from 
May 20-June 2, 2024. The 
department was approved 
for a grant to cover the 
costs through NDOT. 

Chief Baker also ad-
dressed the council on 
attending the mutual aid 
meeting with local fire de-
partments. 

He noted that Richard-
son County requested and 
was accepted to the 911 
region group. Baker also 
noted the county would 
now need to appear be-
fore the Public Service 
Commission to gain au-
thorization to become a 
secondary PSAP (Public 
Safety Answering Point). 
The secondary PSAP is 
not authorized to answer 
calls, they can only be 
transferred calls from the 
primary (Falls City) and 
the county will receive 
no funding from the state 
to operate as a secondary 
unit. An MOU involving 
dispatching was given to 
Falls City from the Coun-
ty last week. After looking 
it over, some additions to 
procedures for dispatch-
ing will be added and sent 
back to the county for ap-
proval. 

“Marci and I are work-
ing through that to get the 
procedure for transfers to 
the Richardson County 
Sheriff’s Office and make 
sure it’s clear on both 
sides of whose duties are 
what,” said Baker. “We’re 
working on that and short-
ly it should be before the 
Council for approval.” 

According to Chief Bak-
er, the Mutual Aid meet-
ing went well. 

“It went really well,” said 
Baker. “A lot of questions 
and some constructive 
criticism on how to push 
forward with dispatching 
and make it a little better.” 

Councilperson Ractliffe 
questioned Baker about 
whether the county being 
a secondary PSAP would 
be beneficial or detrimen-
tal to the city. 

Baker explained that 
there would be no benefit 
to the city, nor would it 
cause any negative issues. 

“The reason why they 
wanted it is, they felt they 
wanted the mapping,” said 
Baker. “You can operate, 
we could actually transfer 
911calls to them without 
all this. We could have 
transferred it to a desig-
nated line out there, just a 
regular phone line. They 
just wouldn’t have the 
GeoComm mapping be-
cause that’s linked in with 
the Lumen and 911. So, 
that’s what they basically 
pushed for.” 

A public hearing was 
held for an animal permit 
at 806 East 11th Street 
to house two baby goats. 
No one from the public 
spoke in opposition to the 
permit. Shannon Fischer, 
owner of the property, told 

Council approves overlay 
project at Dallas Jones Park

the Council that the goats 
would be bottle-fed goats 
for 4-H, meant to help 
her daughter learn the re-
sponsibility of chores. The 
property includes a six-
foot high wooden fence 
and will also include an 
additional six-foot high 
fence in the area in which 
the animals would be stay-
ing. The goats will also be 
under surveillance from 
cameras to ensure that 
they don’t escape. Fisch-
er asked the Council for a 
permit to house the goats 
from March to September, 
at which time the animals 
would be sold or returned 
to the country. 

Councilperson Ferguson 
expressed concerns that 
he heard from neighbors 
in the area of the request.

“I just wanted to get it on 
record that there is some 
opposition from some of 
your neighbors about hav-
ing the goats,” said Fergu-
son. 

 The motion passed 5-1 
with Ferguson voting no 
and Leyden abstaining.

The Council passed a 
request by the Falls City 
Elks Lodge to block off 
1400 Stone Street from 
May 31, 2024, to June 1, 
2024, to allow alcohol to 
be served outside of the 
building and a request 
for approval of a special 
designated liquor license 
to permit alcohol to be 
served at Prichard Audito-
rium on August 10, 2024, 
for a wedding reception. 

The fifth item on the 
agenda was the discussion 
and action for the request 
of approval of a special li-
quor license to allow alco-
hol to be served at the Hot 
Air Balloon Festival at the 
airport on June 14, 2024, 
and June 15, 2024. The re-
quest was approved. 

The next item was a dis-
cussion and action on ap-
proval for solicitation of 
a Request for Qualifica-
tions for civil engineering 
services for the Phase III 
Downtown Revitalization 
Streetscape Improvement 
Project. The project is es-
timated at $535,000 and 
funding has been secured 

from multiple sources. 
The State of Nebraska 
Department of Economic 
Development Commu-
nity Development Block 
Grant allocated $435,000 
for the project. Falls City 
will contribute $58,750, 
while selected businesses 
will contribute $41,250 
in matching funds. Of the 
amount secured, $235,000 
will be for public infra-
structure improvements, 
mostly sidewalk improve-
ments and $165,000 will 
go towards commercial 
rehab. Sidewalk improve-
ments will occur on the 
east and west sides be-
tween 18th and 19th, 15th 
and 16th and 14th and 15th 
Streets. The City will also 
allocate funds to business-
es within the designated 
boundaries in which the 
stores can apply for a 75% 
reimbursement for eligible 
facade improvements or 
code violation corrections. 
The business will provide 
the remaining 25%. 

The Council approved 
retaining a company to 
apply for the 2023 PHM-
SA NGISM Grant, as rec-
ommended by the BOPW. 
Southern Cathodic Protec-
tion will be retained for 
professional grant writing 
and application service for 
Falls City Utilities, with 
a budget not exceeding 
$25,000. The funding, if 
secured, would be used 
for improving Natural Gas 
Distribution Infrastruc-
ture. 

The Council approved 
a request for funding by 
Falls City Recreation, Inc. 
for $5,000. 

The final item was the 
approval of an agreement 
for an asphalt overlay on 
the basketball/tennis court 
located at Dallas Jones 
Park. 

With Constructors Inc. in 
town, the City reached an 
agreement for the project 
for under $35,000. 

Possible uses include an 
NBA regulation basket-
ball court and potentially 
two Pickleball courts. 

The meeting adjourned 
at 6:42 p.m. 




