
Each week in April and possibly into May the Falls City Journal we will provide the people of Falls 
City an insight into their City Council Candidates. 
This election cycle there are 13 citizens running for the City Council. 
Ward One has four candidates: Brent Shubert, Brian O. Poppe, Frank Killingsworth and Cory Mason.
Ward Two has four candidates: Joyce M. Jones, Kenny Killingsworth, Brittany A. Campbell and Judy 

Murphy.
Ward Three has three candidates: Sara Ruiz and Les Baker, Sarah Bangert.
Ward Four has two candidates, James Wisdom and Josh Kaster, they will automatically advance. If 

they chose to participate they will be profiled. 
We will not be profiling the City Council candidates again closer to the November election. But extra 

copies of these issues will be available at that time. A Ward map ran in the April 3 paper. The color 
coding on the map is correct, disregarding the “yellow boundary lines.” 
Two candidates will be nominated at the Primary Election on Tuesday, May 14, 2024. The top two 

vote getters will then appear on the November General Election ballot to then be duly elected. Each 
candidate was given the same set of questions. 
This week we are profiling Ward One, some wards may be broken into two week increments. 
Brent Shubert and Cory Mason ran in the April 3 paper; Brian Poppe and Frank Killingsworth are in 

this week’s paper; Judy Murphy and Brittany Campbell will run in the April 17 paper; Joyce Jones and 
Kenny Killingsworth will run in the April 24 paper; Sarah Bangert, Les Baker and Sara Ruiz will run in 
the May 1 paper and Josh Kaster will run in the May 8 paper.
This week we are featuring Brian Poppe and Frank Killingsworth. 

Brian Poppe candidate for City Council Ward One
Why did you choose to run for City Council?   
I was initially encouraged by friends to run for city council but after careful consideration I determined 

Falls City has many things going on and I have the experience to move the city forward.  
Please describe your previous work in the community and how these experiences qualify you for a 

position on the Council.  
I was on the committee that organized, developed, and built Feidler Field Ball Complex.  Those four 

years working on the project provides the experience needed to analyze major projects and the com-
plexity involved when deciding how to move forward on improvements in our community.  I was also 
a committee member of NEK-SEN Ethanol group who was looking to develop a plant near Falls City.  
This project never evolved but the experience gained through the process is invaluable.
Give some examples of group decision-making you have been involved with and how these experi-

ences could be utilized on the Council.  
I have been a church council member for numerous years.  I have served on the Country Club board, 

NEK-SEN board, ball field development committee, Falls City Housing committee, Falls City Cham-
ber board member, plus have assisted with organizing, promoting, and running several banquets.  This 
diversity of boards and committees teaches a person how to deal with different situations and views of 
the committee members.  Not to mention how to problem solve in a quick and concise manner for the 
benefit of the project or event.   
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Journal deadline changed for two weeks this month
The Falls City Journal will have two early 

deadlines in the month of April. The deadline 
for the April 24 paper will be Thursday, April 
18 by noon. The office of the Falls City Jour-
nal will be closed on Friday, April 19.
The following week the deadline for the May 

1, 2024 paper will be Thursday, April 25th by 
noon. The office of the Falls City Journal will 

be closed on Friday, April 26 for continued ed-
ucation classes. 
Each week’s paper will be delivered on it’s 

regular day with no changes. 
Please plan accordingly especially for elec-

tion advertisements and legals. Contact Chel-
sie at chelsie@fcjournal.net to schedule any 
advertising ahead of time. Thank you.

Know your City Know your City Council CandidatesCouncil Candidates

Ward OneWard One
The Richardson County Clerk’s Office is preparing for the May 

14, 2024, Statewide Primary Election. Persons wanting to vote 
in the election are urged to check their voter registration status to 
make certain they are registered at the correct address and affiliated 
with the political party for which they are going to cast their ballot.  

Voters may check their registration at https://www.votercheck.
necvr.ne.gov  or by contacting the Richardson County Clerk’s Of-
fice at 402-245-2911.

Voter registration is taken at the Office of the Richardson County 
Clerk during regular business hours until Friday, May 3 at 6:00 p.m.  
Voters can also register at http://ne.gov/go/NEreg2vote. The dead-
line for any voter registration form other than in person is Monday, 
April 29.  	

Early Voting in person will begin on Monday, April 15 at the Of-
fice of the Richardson County Clerk during regular business hours, 
8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m., Monday through Friday.  

Early voting applications are also available to request that your 
ballot be mailed to you if you are unable to vote at your regular 
polling place. An application form can be found in 

today’s edition of the Falls City Journal and the Humboldt Stan-
dard and on the Richardson County website www.richardsoncoun-
tyne.gov.  

Voters are also reminded that a photo identification will be 
required before casting a ballot.  Valid forms of photo identifica-
tion are a Nebraska driver’s license (from DMV), Nebraska state 
ID (from DMV), Nebraska college ID (public or private), Nebraska 
political subdivision ID (state, county, city, school, etc.), United 
States Passport, Military ID, Tribal ID, Hospital, assisted-living fa-
cility or nursing home record.  

Voters who reside within the following All-Mail voting precincts 
are reminded that they will receive their ballots in the mail on or 
after April 25, 2024:   Arago/Barada, Salem, East Muddy and Grant/
Nemaha.  Please notify the County Clerk’s Office with questions 
regarding the All-Mail ballots.

Please contact the County Clerk’s Office at 245-2911 if you have 
further questions or need more information regarding the 2024 
Elections or Nebraska’s New Voter ID Law. 

Voter information for Primary 
Election on May 14

Voters are reminded that a photo ID
 will be required before casting ballot

The regular meeting of the Richardson County Board of Commis-
sioners was called to order by Chairman Caverzagie at 9:00 a.m. on 
Wednesday, April 3, 2024.  Roll call was answered by Karas, Sickel 
and Caverzagie

Highway Superintendent, Steve Darveau, Jr. updated the Board 
on maintenance and business within the County Roads Department.   

A motion was made to approve both bids received at the prior 
week’s meeting for the purchase of road rock during 2024: 1) Nor-
ris Quarries of Maitland, MO for 1 ¼” road rock (surface) at $15.40/
ton; 2) Martin-Marietta quarries at DuBois for 1 ½” crusher run for 
$20.50/ton, 1” clean for $28.10/ton, ½” chips for $32.40/ton; and 
at Weeping Water for crusher runs at $20.50/ton and clean stone at 
$28.05/ton. The motion carried. Commissioner Sickel also suggest-
ed that the Road Department consider the area in the west further as 
to when to haul from the Maitland, MO.

Darveau also gave a report on an equipment demonstration by 
Road Groom Manufacturing on the road groom machine that was 
held last week at the County Shop for employees.  	

Sheriff Hardesty was unable to meet with the Board this week due 
to activities at the Law Enforcement Center.

Donations that were received for the Drug Dog were from Farm & 
City Supply of Falls City-$200 and Koch’s Auto of Dawson-$500. 

County Commissioners meet

The City Council made quick work of the agen-
da on Monday, April 1, 2024, at City Hall in Falls 
City. The meeting was called to order at 6:00 and 
adjourned ten minutes later at 6:10 p.m. Councilp-
ersons Leyden and Buckminster were absent.

Under the City Administrator’s report, Anthony 
Nussbaum advised the Council members that due 
to a shortage of applications for seasonal work 
at the Aquatic Center, the deadline to apply was 
extended until April 15. Wages were also raised, 
with lifeguards receiving $13 or $14 if they were 
returning workers. Support staff also got a raise 
to $12/hour to meet minimum wage requirements.

Nussbaum also stated the restrooms in the park 
would be open this week.

“Last year, we opened them a little bit earlier,” 
said Nussbaum. “I think we opened them like 
the second week of March because we had good 
weather. With those 20-degree temps in the last 
week, we waited to get through that; we don’t 
have any heat or anything in those bathrooms. We 
wanted to make sure we didn’t have any issues.”

Nussbaum also advised the Council that 14th 
Street from Harlan to Stone would be shut down 
on April 8 for the Street Improvement Project. 

City employees will remove the bricks, and Con-
structors will start work on April 15 to begin the 
next step.

As of March 9, the Force-Main Project, which 
was put through for Congressional direct spending, 
got appropriated and will be awarded through SRF 
(state revolving funds) funds and total $463,000.

Bids for the project will go out in late April or 
early May, and hopefully, a fall construction date 
will be secured.

The Council voted 6-0 in favor of a review and 
approval of the MPUA Mutual Aid Agreement as 
recommended by the Board of Public Works. The 
MPUA is what the city utilizes for lineman ap-
prenticeships. MPUA, out of Missouri, is updat-
ing its mutual agreement. The agreement sets the 
hourly rate, plus fringe when City employees help 
other entities with utility work.

The Board also voted 6-0 to approve a permit 
for a control burn between the Falls City Aquatic 
Center and the SCC Falls City Learning Center. 
Rural Fire and Falls City Fire will coordinate to 
perform the burn.

The discussion and action of review and approv-
al of Projects 20, 21, 22, 25, 29, 31 and 32 and a 

Council approves final  projects for 2020 
Owner-Occupied Rehab Program
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME:  FINISH THE LYRICS

DOWN
1.*The Go-Go’s: “They got the 
____”
2. 100,000, in India
3. Cameron Diaz’ Fiona, e.g.
4. Hula dancer’s hello
5. These are held to be true
6. Miners’ passage
7. *Tainted Love: “Once I ran to 
you, now I ____”
8. “Lord of the Flies” shell
9. Like the other side of the pillow?
10. Certain kind of exam
11. Not his
12. Antiquated
15. Protection from a sword
20. To death, in French (2 words)
22. ____ B vaccine
24. Manna from heaven
25. *Bon Jovi: “Tommy used to 
work on the ____”
26. Habituate
27. Spaghetti ____
29. *Don McLean: “Drove my 
chevy to the ____”
31. Pains
32. Frost over (2 words)
33. Capital of Delaware
34. *Tennessee Ernie Ford: “I owe 
my soul to the company ____”
36. Geishas’ sashes
38. “____ ____ good example”
42. Royal topper
45. ____-tattle
49. Pronoun
51. Refused to act, archaic
54. City-related
56. Giraffe’s striped-legged cousin
57. *Bruce Springsteen: “Tramps 
like us, baby we were ____ to run”
58. Change a manuscript
59. Small amounts
60. Make sharper
61. Newspaper piece
62. Applications
63. Midterm, e.g.
64. Wharton degree, acr.
66. Back then

ACROSS
1.Swell up
6. Pendulum’s path
9. Type of salmon
13. *Steve Miller Band: “I want to 
fly like an ____”
14. Simon & Garfunkel, e.g.
15. Popular winter boot brand
16. Ohio city
17. Lodge
18. Squirrel away
19. *Glenn Frey: “The pressure’s 
high just to stay alive ‘cause ____ 
____ is on”
21. *John Travolta in “Grease”: “I 
got ____, they’re multiplyin’”
23. Automated teller
24. Clarified butter
25. Bad-mouth, slangily
28. Stag
30. Tartans
35. “I’m ____ you!”
37. Commies
39. Monocot’s alternative
40. Road’s edge
41. Living room centerpiece?
43. Prefix meaning “left”
44. Deadly snake
46. Sasquatch’s cousin
47. Court petitioner
48. Blood infection
50. Indian flatbread
52. Opposite of post-
53. Sound of impact
55. *Duran Duran: “Her name is 
____, and she dances on the sand”
57. *The Beatles: “Take a sad song 
and make it ____”
60. *Elvis: “We’re caught in a trap, 
I can’t ____ ____”
64. Relating to a mode
65. Scrooge’s exclamation
67. Memory failure
68. Bouquet thrower
69. Number of candles on a cake
70. Musketeers’ weapons
71. Picnic invaders
72. “Just kidding!”
73. Did, archaic

Crunch time 
in Lincoln, 
it has ever 
been thus

Capitol View
Nebraska Press 

Association
By: J.J. Schmidt

It’s easy to understand but 
hard to remember that the one 
task of the Nebraska Legisla-
ture is to pass a balanced bud-
get during the 90-day session 
and to make adjustments to 
and pass that budget again in 
the 60-day session.
Mission accomplished again 

by the 2024 Legislature 
which has a little more than 
a week of session left. The 
simple task often gets lost 
in the shadow of high- pro-
file issues such as this year’s 
struggle to find a solution for 
skyrocketing property taxes. 
With all eyes on “the pro-
posed solution” (LB388) it’s 
also easy to forget that other 
measures have passed into 
law this session.
Governor Jim Pillen has 

added urgency to the drama 
by promising to call a special 
session to address just the 
tax issue if one isn’t passed 
before the scheduled April 
18 adjournment.  Incumbent 
lawmakers seeking another 
term don’t like special ses-
sions which often give their 
opponents sound bytes to use 
against them. 
I like special sessions, even 

though they are costly, be-
cause it forces senators to 
focus on a single issue and 
deal with it. Pillen claims his 
plan, to raise the state sales 
tax and eliminate exemptions 
on soda pop and candy and 
increase the tax on vaping 
products and tobacco, is sim-
ply tax restructuring. Others, 
me included, see that as a tax 
shift to an income group that 
cannot afford it.
We’ll see how all that plays 

out. For now, let’s look at 
some of the things that have 
passed so far this session.
LB1412, introduced by 

Speaker John Arch of La Vis-
ta at the request of Pillen, is 
the mainline budget bill. The 
measure provides, changes 
and eliminates appropriations 
for the operation of state gov-
ernment, postsecondary edu-
cation, state aid, capital con-
struction and federal funds 
allocated to the state from 
the federal American Rescue 
Plan Act of 2021. It reflects a 
3.1% increase in state spend-
ing and leaves approximately 
$20 million to fund legisla-
tive proposals this year.
LB1004, sponsored by Blair 

Sen. Ben Hansen, allows a 
Nebraska resident who is 21 
or older and received a Class 
M license prior to May 1, 
2024, to operate a motorcycle 
or moped on Nebraska high-
ways without a helmet if they 
complete a three-hour online 
motorcycle safety course and 
submit proof of completion 
to the state Department of 
Motor Vehicles. Riders who 
are 21 or older and receive a 
license after May 1, 2024, are 
not required to wear a helmet 
if they complete the full basic 
motorcycle safety course and 
submit proof of completion to 
the department. Nonresidents 
who are 21 or older and ride 
without a helmet no longer 
are required to show proof of 
motorcycle rider course com-
pletion to a law enforcement 
officer upon request. They 
are required to have a motor-
cycle license issued by anoth-
er state.
LB894, introduced by 

Sumner Sen. Teresa Ibach, 
requires county sheriff can-
didates to possess a diploma 
issued by the Nebraska Com-
mission on Law Enforcement 
and Criminal Justice before 
running for office.

The measure also requires 
newly elected and appointed 
county sheriffs to obtain cer-
tification within eight months 
of taking office. County sher-
iffs elected to office before 
July 19, 1980, are exempt 
from the bill’s provisions.
LB1313, sponsored by Nor-

folk Sen. Robert Dover, says 
health benefit plans spon-
sored by certain nonprofit 
agricultural organizations 
which provide benefits under 
a self-funded arrangement 
administered by a licensed 
third-party administrator are 
not subject to insurance reg-
ulation.
Such organizations must 

have been created primarily 
to promote programs for the 
development of rural com-
munities and the economic 
stability of Nebraska farmers.  
LB253 introduced by Gor-

don Sen. Tom Brewer, estab-
lishes a veteran justice pro-
gram.
Brewer said the program 

would not be a “free ride” for 
veterans to commit crimes, 
but simply would ensure that 
the criminal justice system 
acknowledges how a veter-
an’s service can lead to crim-
inal behavior and attempt 
to address those issues. A 
veteran must be eligible for 
probation to participate in 
the veteran justice program, 
which would use deferred 
judgments.  
Upon successful comple-

tion, a veteran would be en-
titled to request that the court 
dismiss the action without en-
try of judgment. Courts also 
would be required to consider 
veteran status as a mitigating 
factor at sentencing. Judicia-

ry Committee chair Omaha 
Sen. Justin Wayne said the 
bill essentially would put 
“probation on the front end” 
and allow veterans a chance 
to overcome their struggles if 
they commit crimes related to 
the lingering effects of their 
service.
Stay tuned. Crunch time is 

better than the Final Four and 
it is certainly more relevant to 
Nebraskans than any game of 
sportball. 
J.L. Schmidt has been cov-

ering Nebraska government 
and politics since 1979. He 
has been a registered Inde-
pendent for 25 years.
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By Kelly Evans-Hullinger, MD
As a general internist who does primary care for adult 

and elderly patients, I talk to patients a lot about arthri-
tis and joint replacement surgery. This type of surgery, 
also known as arthroplasty, is one of the most common 
types of elective surgery done in the United States. 
Knees, hips, and shoulders are the most frequently 
done arthroplasties, and most of those surgeries are 
done for severe osteoarthritis.
Osteoarthritis, the most common type of arthritis, is 

due to wear-and-tear of the joint, and be-comes very 
common as we age. It often can cause debilitating pain 
and difficulty with function which, for some patients, 
warrants the intervention of surgery.
My patients often want to know when it is the right 

time for a joint replacement. Well, no x-ray or diag-
nostic test can tell us that. The decision to go ahead 
with arthroplasty is very much individual-ized to the 
patient. How severe are their symptoms? How risky is 
surgery for this particular pa-tient? How much quality 
of life do they stand to gain from a successful arthro-
plasty?
While the orthopedic surgeon is the expert who pa-

tients should trust in talking about the risks and benefits 
of surgery itself, sometimes as a primary care provid-
er who knows intricately my patient’s medical history, 
general day-to-day life, and feelings about medical and 
surgical interventions, I can be helpful in guiding my 
patients facing this decision. Often I help nudge the 
reluctant patient who is suffering from severe arthritis 
toward choosing a surgery very likely to improve their 
quality of life. Rarely, I might help a patient with less 
to gain from a surgery reconsider its risk to benefit pro-
file.
A couple years ago I surprised myself by encourag-

ing my patient, then 95, to consider hip replace-ment 
surgery. I never thought I would urge a patient in their 
90’s to undergo elective surgery, but this particular pa-
tient was in excellent health and rendered unable to 
continue his beloved daily exercise because of his hip 
arthritis. The inability to exercise, for him, was a major 
problem for quality of life. He got his hip arthroplasty 
and enjoyed a couple more active years before his re-
cent death.
So, if you are wondering whether you should go ahead 

with replacing that bothersome arthritic joint, there is 
no perfect formula that applies to everyone. But a pri-
mary care provider who knows you well can sure assist 
you in making the best decision for yourself.
Kelly Evans-Hullinger, M.D. is part of The Prairie 

Doc® team of physicians and currently practices inter-
nal medicine in Brookings, South Dakota. Follow The 
Prairie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org and on Facebook 
featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc® a medical 
Q&A show providing health in-formation based on sci-
ence, built on trust, streaming live on Facebook most 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.  

Joint replacement surgery: 
an individualized decision
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75-50-25 Years Ago

Building 
Permits

75 Years Ago, April 10, 1949 to April 16, 1949
C.A. Weddel, 46, was chosen as principal of Falls City High School, succeeding Ralph R. 

Andrews. The new principal came to Falls City from Seward, where he held the same title.
Jerry Zoucha took the top spot in the ladies’ city bowling tourney, winning both the sin-

gles and all-event championships. Mrs. Zoucha bowled a 535 series for the singles crown 
and took the all-event title with a 1,378.

Due to unfavorable conditions, manager Harold Gurske canceled the practice session for 
the Junior American Legion baseball team.

The merchants of Humboldt sponsored a mystery Easter Queen Festival. At the event, it 
was revealed that Miss Darlene Standerford had been selected as queen.

A 1948 F-G Ford truck with over 3,000 miles was for sale for $2,400.
Fritz Santo finished in the No. 2 slot in the singles competition of the State Elks Bowling 

Tourney at Grand Island. Santo bowled games of 194, 219 and 179, plus a handicap of 28 
pins per game for a total of 676.

Simanton & Pence Greenhouse and Flower Shop sold Hydrangeas for $1.00 to $5.00 and 
greenhouse-grown Daffodils for $1.00 per dozen.

E.S. Woodward, a representative of the State Tax Commissioner’s Office, raised valua-
tion schedules of seven Falls City business places.

Dr. L.V. Brennan was elected commander of the Falls City post of the American Legion. 
Dr. Brennan filled the unexpired term, created when Commander Jean Heineman moved to 
Marysville, Kansas.

On the baseball field, the Rulo Eagles scored a 32-2 win over White Cloud. Vernon Prater, 
Howard Bryan, Don Palmer and Gene Dunn slapped out home runs for the Eagles.

A self-puncture-sealing auto tire that needed no inner tube, a goal of the auto industry for 
50 years, was introduced.

A sound motion picture, “The March of Empire,” was shown at the Seventh Day Adven-
tist Church in Falls City.

The Town and Country Self-Service Laundry, in the basement of the Hey Building at 15th 
and Stone Street, held its formal opening. Mrs. Florence Strough of Mound City managed 
the new business.

An article in the Armed Forces Chemical Journal stated that the United States was churn-
ing out an atomic bomb every week. The cost of the bombs was nearly $1 million and the 
current stockpile was estimated to be between 100 and 200.

Lee Heineman whiffed 16 Bratton Union players as Verdon defeated the visitors 4-3.
Should Vince Foster upset Charlie Fusari in their match at Madison Square Garden, the 

Tournament of Champions would offer the Rulo native $50,000 to fight either Rocky Gra-
ziano or Sugar Ray Robinson.

50 Years Ago, April 10, 1974 to April 16, 1974
Four World War I Veterans, Roy Bohrer, C.W. Kinsey, B.T. Clark, and Dan Chaney, were 

presented with 50-year golden membership certificates in the American Legion.
Falls City was one of 26 Nebraska communities profiled in a booklet published by OPPD. 

The booklet stated that 85% of FC’s homes were owner-occupied, and 68 homes were built 
in the last two years. The population as of 1970 was 5,440, and FC had 16 Protestant and 
one Catholic Church.

Dr. Doug Pearson, president of Peru State College, told Rotary club members, “You are 
not getting a better expenditure of our tax dollar anywhere than you are getting up there (at 
Peru State).

Tim Hoy of Sacred Heart and Lin Volker of Humboldt were selected to the first-team 
Galaxy All-Conference basketball squads.

Mrs. Leon Keithley was installed as president of the P.T.A. when the Council met at 
South School.

John Riggins, a fullback for the New York Jets, told a group of youths at the Vets Club 
that “athletics teach you something about life.” Riggins, who farmed near his home of Cen-
tralia, Kansas, in the offseason, said he had never seen a town so enthusiastic about sports 
as Falls City was.

Craig W. Martinosky, Navy Seaman recruit, graduated from recruit training at the Navy 
Training Center in San Diego.

The American Legion Auxiliary chose Kathy Schawang as its representative to Girls 
State, and Nancy McQueen was chosen as the alternate. Both girls were juniors at Sacred 
Heart High School.

Glenda Eames, Richardson County spelling champion for the past four years, won second 
place in the 1974 Omaha World-Herald Midwest Spelling Bee.

Lexington, Nebraska, was named one of ten All-American cities. The town, with 5,600 
inhabitants, had undergone a renovation of its business district, a massive recycling opera-
tion had begun, and over 9,000 trees had been planted in the last three years.

Nebraska, long called the “Tree Planters’ State, claimed over 1.75 million new trees and 
shrubs had been distributed to 3,000 Nebraska farmers and ranchers.

Nelson Merz of Merz Farm Equipment announced that he had purchased 4.5 acres of land 
north of the airport road and would relocate his business there.

At their meeting, the city council approved three ordinances, including establishing a 
five-person board of public works to oversee public utilities. The board was to be appointed 
by the mayor and be compensated at $7.50 per meeting.

25 Years Ago, April 10, 1999 to April 16, 1999
The Missouri River was listed as No. 2 on America’s Most Endangered Rivers of 1999 

list.
The District 56 School Board voted unanimously to approve a new program, as recom-

mended by Superintendent Dr. Duane Stehlik. The new program would operate as a behav-
ior disorder/alternate school program.

Don Hogue was named the new head boys’ basketball coach at Falls City High School. 
Hogue replaced Dennis Crawford, who went 64-96 over seven seasons. The Tigers were 
coming off their worst year ever at 1-21.

Michael Hillyard (39-38) and Dan Ferguson (41-46) teamed up to win the Sabetha Invite 
with a 164.

Nicholas Ross, a seventh grader at Falls City Middle School, qualified for the USA Na-
tional Karate-do Federation National Championship in West Virginia by winning the silver 
medal at the Regional Karate Championships in Overland Park.

Falls City Sacred Heart seniors Todd Knobbe and Meghanne Barker placed first in the 
preliminary portion of the Class D State High School Journalism Contest.

The Humboldt squad of Crystal Ellis, Raleigh Berger, Jessica McKim, Tala Burnison, 
Jessi Standerford and Becky James won the Division III team trophy at the Peru State Quiz 
Bowl competition.

Five Falls City FFA members earned State Degrees at the State FFA Convention held at 
Pershing Auditorium in Lincoln. They were Nick Stewart, Brandon Coupe, Luke Sayer, Jef 
Frost, and Jeremy Scholtz.

Matt Oliver and Syd Merz were named Falls City Journal Athletes of the Week. Olivier 
leaped 20-5.25 for first place in the long jump at Plattsmouth and Merz won the 200m and 
400m dashes.

Mandy Nemechek was selected to represent Humboldt at the 1999 Girls State in Lincoln.
Sacred Heart junior Julie Froeschl was named one of 12 girls to the Nebraska Senior All-

Star Basketball Team. The team would travel to Washington, D.C., to play in late July and 
in Kearney from July 8-11th.

Mutt & Jeff Drive-In advertised a beef burger, fries and a medium drink for $3.50.
Don Campbell was elected exalted ruler of Elks Lodge #963 in Falls City. Doing his sec-

ond stint as ER, Campbell succeeded Jim Wisdom in the role.
The American Legion Post #102 elected Tony Turner as commander for the upcoming 

year. Other officers included Jim Inglis, Lisa Durant, Jackie Turner, Fred Deckinger, Don 
Cann, Jim Hall, Larry Whalen and Ralph Huettner.

Council approves final  projects 
for 2020 Owner-Occupied 

Rehab Program
(Continued from Page 1)
project change order 1 for 
the 2020 Owner-Occupied 
Rehabilitation Program.

“This should be the last 
round of projects for the 
2020 Owner-Occupied 
Rehab Program that we 
have extended. It’s got un-
til the end of August,” said 
Nussbaum.

The Council also ap-
proved the Review of the 
Fiscal Year 2025 Congres-
sionally Directed Spend-
ing Request Form and 

County 
Commissioners 

meet
(Continued from Page 1)
The County also re-

ceived additional Opioid 
settlement funds totaling 
$19,736.69.

Reports were approved 
for the following officials 
for fees collected during 
the month of March, 
2024, Pam Scott, Clerk of 
District Court, $1,747.00; 
Mary L. Eickhoff, Coun-
ty Clerk, $6,304.50; Mary 
L. Eickhoff, Register of 
Deeds, $206.98.

The Board reviewed the 
March, 2024, monthly op-
erating statement. 

A motion was made and 
carried to forward to the 
county’s insurance car-
rier a claim filed by John 
D. Cooper of Humboldt, 
NE with regards to a court 
case that he references in 
the claim, CR20 186

A motion carried to ap-
prove a sub-division for 
Robert J. and Tamela Witt 
located in S12, T1, R15 
and to adopt Resolution 
2023-2024-33.  

It was approved to enter 
into an agreement with 
Lancaster County Youth 
Services Center to provide 
services for juvenile de-
tention.   

It was approved to allow 
the payment of all claims 
that were submitted.   

The meeting was ad-
journed at 9:35 a.m. The 
Board will meet again at 
9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 
April 10, 2024, in the 
Commissioner’s Meet-
ing Room, Courthouse, 
Falls City.   The agenda is 
kept current at the County 
Clerk’s Office.  

Local Matching Funds 
Commitment Letter for 
the Phase II-Sanitary Sew-
er Rehabilitation and Im-
provements.

The purpose of the proj-
ect is to reduce inflow 
and infiltration into the 
sanitary sewer system by 
installing cured-in-place 
piping (CIPP) and man-
hole grout sealing in areas 
where the sanitary sewer is 
determined to be inundat-
ed with groundwater from 
the Inflow and Infiltration 
Desktop Analysis. The ar-
eas with the most imme-
diate need are located at 
the north sanitary sewer 
flowing to the lift station 
in the northeast, as well as 
the trunk main on the west 
side of town consisting of 
10” and 12” VCP piping.

The city went through 
Senator Deb Fischer’s of-
fice for the request. The 
funds will require a 20% 
match.

The project’s primary 
goal is to rehab aging in-
frastructure and imple-
ment measures that reduce 
the occurrence of failures 
and system disruptions.

“We put through for the 

Phase II Sanitary Sewer 
Rehab, that would be the 
additional linings for the 
sanitary sewer, manhole 
rebuilds and any spots that 
need replacement done,” 
said Nussbaum.

Previously cited as a 
$500,000 project, Falls 
City is seeking $1,000,000.

“Essentially, we would 
like to get a million-dol-
lar project done, have 
a 20% match, which is 
$200,000,” said Nuss-
baum. “We would not 
know until the President’s 
budget or Congress passed 
it through. Typically, that 
would be December or 
January if they get things 
done.”

It would be sometime in 
2025 before money would 
be awarded.

With no further items on 
the agenda, the meeting 
was closed at 6:10 p.m.

Tom Gerdes, 622 Wilson 
St., Build Shed and Drive-
way; $100,000.00.
Robert Denton, 2013 
Towle St., Install Gas 
Line; $500.00.
Cheryl McCann, 1904 
Schoenheit St., Roof Re-
placement and Gutter; 
$11,500.00.
Brandon and Ashley 
Keithley, 1803 Lane St., 
Concrete Patio and Side-
walk; $1,000.00.
Edwin Huddleston, 1221 
Fulton St., Moving Gas 
Line; $500.00.
Theresa Armbruster, 507 
Fulton St., Install Water 
Heater; $1,200.00 




