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Journal deadline moved 
for two weeks in April
Please plan ahead for advertising

The Falls City Journal will have two early deadlines in the 
month of April. The deadline for the April 24 paper will be 
Thursday, April 18 by noon. The office of the Falls City Journal 
will be closed on Friday, April 19.
The following week the deadline for the May 1, 2024 paper 

will be Thursday, April 25th by noon. The office of the Falls 
City Journal will be closed on Friday, April 26 for continued 
education classes. 
Each week’s paper will be delivered on it’s regular day with 

no changes. 
Please plan accordingly especially for election advertisements 

and legals. Contact Chelsie at chelsie@fcjournal.net to sched-
uled any advertising ahead of time. Thank you.

Mr. Tim Heckenlively is the recipient of the 2024 NRCSA Out-
standing Superintendent Award. He is recognized throughout his 
district for his dedication to education, students, staff, and patrons. 
In the file the committee reviewed stated, “he has the respect and 
support of his community patrons with his transparency, news ar-
ticles, and radio broadcasts keeping the patrons informed of all the 
good things going on in their district.” He has been a progressive 
leader in the district for 14 years. He has also been active on the state 
level, holding leadership roles in NRCSA and NCSA. An adminis-
trator of his district states that he is highly skilled in communication 
and relationship building. He has a strategic vision for educational 

Tim Heckenlively named Nebraska 
Rural Community School 

Association Superintendent of the Year

June Bowers, Tim Heckenlively and Susan Johnson

The Falls City Library & Arts 
Center announces it has been 
awarded the Nebraska Library 
Commission’s Youth Grant for 
Excellence for 2024. The funds 
received will go toward a new 
program (Traveling Tales) that 
will allow our children’s librar-
ian to visit Falls City day cares 
and preschools to provide a sto-
ry-time program similar to what 
is provided at the library. 
The Library staff understands 

that many of the community’s 
children do not have the op-
portunity to participate in these 
programs due to their parents’ 
work schedules, the library’s 
operating hours, etc. Thanks to 
this grant, and required match-
ing funds generously provided 
by our Friends of the Library, 
they have purchased materials 
to create 25 tote bags of various 
themes that will include books, 
an activity/game/puzzle, and 
either a craft or coloring page. 
These bags will also be available 
for checkout to our patrons. 
An open-house will be held to 

give the community a first-hand 
look at these new materials and 
answer any questions about the 
new Traveling Tales program. 

Falls City Library 
& Arts Center 
awarded Youth 

Grant for 
Excellence

By Natalia Alamdari - Flatwater Free Press
At the February meeting of the Brownville village board, Kay Fish 

approaches the microphone. She has one question: Why am I not 
allowed to speak at this month’s meeting? 
Before her sits the village’s newly hired attorney from Lincoln, 

dressed in a suit, who has been paid at least $13,733 by the tiny Ne-
braska community since September. Next to him is board chairman 
Martin Hayes, clad in flannel and a USA baseball cap, who wields 
a gavel that looks like it was fashioned from a tree trunk and has 
served on this board for 47 straight years. 
He’s also Fish’s younger brother. 
Flanking the pair are the other four members of the village board, 

all appointed – not elected – within the past year. 
In that year, village leaders have severely restricted residents’ abil-

ity to speak during meetings – a move they say is necessary to get 
through meetings, but residents say muzzles them. Hayes futilely 
bangs his oversized gavel during arguments that grow so heated that 
he summons a sheriff’s deputy to keep the peace. Fish and Hayes, 
brother and sister, now only speak when facing each other at village 
board meetings. 
In October, Brownville residents voted to recall two members of 

the village Board of Trustees, Natisha Winkelman and Terry Vice. A 
third resigned before the vote.
The next month, the board decided to hire the ousted members 

back into newly created jobs – a decision made after a 9-minute 
closed session. 
Vice is now the parks superintendent. And Winkelman, fairly or 

unfairly the lightning rod of many residents’ ire, is now the utility 
superintendent and deputy clerk. The town of 140 people now has 
two part-time clerks. 
“They thumbed their noses at the people of Brownville by giving 

them jobs,” said Paul Fish, former board member and Kay Fish’s 
husband. 
People in Brownville will tell you this all goes back to water. After 

Recalling and name-calling: 
The political fight fracturing 

a small Nebraska town
Voters in Brownville recalled two members of the 
village board. The board turned around and hired 

the recalled members, creating a furor in this 
140-person town – rage that looks very much like 

a microcosm of the current American moment 

  Justin Wheeldon buries his head in his hands in frustration during the March 
meeting of the Brownville Village Board of Trustees. Photo by Joseph Saaid 
for the Flatwater Free Press

Weather permitting, work will 
resume April 1 on US-73, from 
reference post 8+24 to reference 
post 22+13, according to the Ne-
braska Department of Transpor-
tation.
Constructor’s, Inc. of Lincoln 

is the contractor for this proj-
ect. Work includes pavement 
repairs, bridge remodels, and 
pavement overlays. Traffic will 
be maintained with a pilot car 
and flaggers, lane restrictions, 
and temporary traffic signals. A 
12-foot width restriction will be 
in effect. Anticipated comple-
tion is July 2024.
Motorists are reminded to drive 

cautiously in and near work 
zones, to buckle up, and to put 
phones down.

Work will resume 
on US-73, east and 

west of Verdon

Commissioners 
purchase new 

outdoor 
warning siren

Chairman Caverzagie called 
the regular meeting of the Rich-
ardson County Board of Com-
missioners to order at 9:00 a.m. 
on Wednesday, March 20, 2024. 
Roll call was answered by Karas, 
Sickel and Caverzagie
Highway Superintendent Steve 

Darveau, Jr. updated the Board 
on the routine maintenance and 

The City Council met on Monday, March 18, 2024, at City Hall for 
a regularly scheduled meeting. City Administrator Anthony Nuss-
baum took the roll call, with Councilpersons Leyden and Fouraker 
absent. In his Mayor’s report, Mayor Harkendorff thanked the area’s 
citizens for attending the March 4 council meeting. 

In the City Administrator’s report, Nussbaum mentioned National 
Gas Utility Worker’s Day, which was March 18. This day is to thank 
the gas crews for all their work keeping the community safe. 

The first item on the agenda was a request for a specially desig-
nated liquor license for Prichard Auditorium on June 1, 2024, for a 
wedding reception. The motion passed on a 6-0 vote. Theresa Arm-
bruster has been contracted to serve the alcohol at the reception. 

Item two on the agenda was the discussion and action of the 2024 
retail liquor license renewal annual review. The businesses include 
Casey’s General Store, 1221 Harlan St., Armbruster Liquor, LLC, 
1123 Harlan St., Trammika, Inc., 2602 Harlan, Elks Lodge #963, 
1417 Stone St., Abundes Y Onate/dba Fiesta Brava, 1022 Harlan 
St., Bosselman Pump and Pantry Inc., dab Pump & Pantry 55, 1521 

Council accepts audit report findings
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: MARCH MADNESS

DOWN
1.Brush alternative
2. Culture-growing turf
3. Long forearm bone
4. Satyr
5. City in Poland
6. *Delta Center location: ____ 
Lake City
7. Hole-in-one
8. Type of polyhedron
9. Raisin’s breakfast companion
10. Denim innovator
11. Port in Yemen
12. Toker’s pipe
15. Professional reviewer
20. Not pathos
22. Not hers
24. Shoulder rank display
25. Winnowing leftovers
26. Chicken in Mexico
27. Farewell in Paris
29. *School with most NCAA bas-
ketball titles
31. Back of the neck
32. Search blindly
33. Lightsaber beam
34. Olden days anesthetic
36. *____ player
38. Garden starter
42. D.S., in sheet music
45. Dance club light
49. Female chicken
51. Speech at a funeral
54. Lacking guile
56. What speakers do
57. LSD, e.g.
58. Indian princess
59. Turkmenistan’s neighbor
60. *Type of defense
61. One tenth of a dime
62. Airline postings, acr.
63. Type of pool
64. What means justify
67. Churchill’s “so few”

ACROSS
1. Window addition?
6. Huge software company
9. Spill the beans
13. Watcher
14. Acronym, abbr.
15. Words to live by
16. Ocean-dwelling ____ ray
17. Polynesian necklace
18. “Once upon a midnight dreary” 
bird
19. *Fill-in-the-blanks, March 
Madness style
21. *”One ____ Moment”
23. Like jalapeÒo
24. Give off
25. Bean counter?
28. *Dominate opponent, slangily
30. *____-elimination tournament
35. Bricklayers’ carrier
37. Wood sorrels
39. Jeweler’s unit
40. Alight, past tense
41. Swings around
43. Spice Girl
44. Bubonic plague carriers
46. Away from wind
47. D’Artagnan’s sword
48. *Elite Eight, or the ____ round 
of tournament
50. Bono’s bandmate, with The
52. Make a mistake
53. Landlord’s due
55. Small lump
57. *State Farm Stadium state
61. *Not pro
65. Chocolate substitute
66. Hot temper
68. Derived from oats
69. Cuckoo
70. Sir George Ivan Morrison’s 
stage name
71. Baby at a recital
72. Have supper
73. Young newt
74. Many affirmatives

Hope abides 
this Easter, 

seize it!
Capitol View

Nebraska Press 
Association

By: J.J. Schmidt
Let’s talk about that 

big day coming up this 
weekend, Easter.
Some of you, like me, 

consider it a holy day. 
To others, it’s just a hol-
iday. It’s also a fami-
ly day, a time to gather 
around the table and talk 
about the future, maybe 
let the young one’s hunt 
Easter eggs. Eat some 
ham. Eat some choco-
late.
As a kid, it meant wear-

ing your Sunday best. 
For me that was this lit-
tle blue and white sailor 
suit, a cotton garment 
that required my mom to 
spend extra time ironing 
on Saturday night. Be-
lieve me, keeping that 
thing clean was a monu-
mental task. Shedding it 
at the end of the day was 
cathartic.
But I learned early on 

that Easter was all about 
hope.  That thought 
came home to me again 
in the Sixties with this 
great song written by 
Carole King and her 
husband, and performed 
by various artists includ-
ing the Monkees and Taj 
Mahal. My favorite part:
“Remember the feeling 

as a child
When you woke up and 

morning smiled
It’s time you felt like 

you did then.”
Take a Giant Step, by 

Carole King and Gerry 
Goffin
The dictionary says 

hope is a feeling of ex-
pectation and a desire 
for a certain thing to 
happen. Some of our 
hopes are shared with 
others. I hope we get 
a tax break this year, 
I hope we survive the 
presidential election; I 
hope that peace breaks 
out in the world.
Some are very personal 

and specific. I hope I get 
a new job; I hope I get 
a raise; I hope nobody 
else finds out about this.
Don’t be afraid to talk 

about your hopes and 
dreams. You’ll likely 
realize just how much 
you have in common 
with others. The im-
portant thing here is to 
“talk, discuss, and mull 
it over.” Above all else, 
agree to disagree agree-
ably. 
While you’re at it, go 

on an Easter egg hunt. 
Yes, you can engage 
in a literal one with a 
basket to collect your 
treats. Looking in all of 
nature’s nooks and cran-
nies might prove to be 
as cathartic for you as 
shedding a cotton sail-
or suit was for me. Just 

imagine a basket heaped 
with Cadbury Crème 
Eggs.
But I digress. Chasing 

rabbits as it were. Think 
about that great 1975 
cult classic movie, “The 
Rocky Horror Picture 
Show.” The cast had 
an Easter egg hunt, but 
some of the eggs went 
unfound. They can be 
seen throughout the film 
in a variety of places. 
Since then, the term has 
been used to describe 
hidden messages in var-
ious forms of media.
As slang, Easter eggs 

are sometimes inside 
jokes, but can be a de-
lightful surprise for ob-
servant viewers. The 
movie creators at Pixar 
are well known for in-
cluding Easter eggs in 
their films, sometimes 
hiding a character from 
one movie in the back-
ground of another.
Imagine hope. Imagine 

a delightful surprise.
That’s my Easter chal-

lenge to you. If you look 
for hope in a church 
pew; at a dinner table 
groaning with ham and 
trimmings; or on the 
grounds of a bona fide 
Easter egg hunt, I hope 
you find it.

When you find it, hold 
on to it. Share it as ap-
propriate. Let it sustain 
you.
But most of all,
“Remember the feeling 

as a child
When you woke up and 

morning smiled…”

J.L. Schmidt has been 
covering Nebraska gov-
ernment and politics since 
1979. He has been a reg-
istered Independent for 25 
years.
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Nebraska
 Statewide 
Classifieds

ANNOUNCEMENT
CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING in over 150 newspa-
pers. Reach thousands of readers for $225/25 word ad. 
Contact your local newspaper or call 1-800-369-2850.
 
HELLO NEBRASKA! Introducing www.nepublicno-
tices.com, a new public notice website presented as a 
public service by all Nebraska newspapers. Free ac-
cess, fully searchable – because democracy depends 
upon open government and your right to know.

AFFORDABLE PRESS Release service. Send your 
message to 155 newspapers across Nebraska for one 
low price! Call 1-800-369-2850 or www.nebpress.com 
for more details.
 

BUSINESS FOR SALE
CENTRAL NEBRASKA Wholesale Popcorn/Kettle 
Corn Manufacturing and Snack Distribution Business 
serving Nebraska, South Dakota, Kansas and Wyo-
ming. Inquire at kettlecornsnacks2016@gmail.com
 

FOR SALE - AGRICULTURE
MERIDIAN SEED Tenders Models 225 and 240 on 
hand. Replacement parts including auger flighting, 
conveyor belting, electric auger tip up kits.  TAG Sales 
and Service. 1-402-560-8508  hellerichgary@gmail.
com.
 

FOR SALE - SENIORS
STROKE AND Cardiovascular disease are leading 
causes of death, according to the American Heart As-
sociation. Screenings can provide peace of mind or 
early detection! Contact Life Line Screening to sched-
ule your screening. Special offer - 5 screenings for just 
$149. Call 1-844-893-8016
 
PORTABLE OXYGEN Concentrator? May be covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim independence and mobility with 
the compact design and long-lasting battery of Inogen 
One. Free information kit! Call 855-385-3580.
 

HOME SERVICES
DOES YOUR basement or crawl space need some at-
tention? Call Thrasher Foundation Repair! A perma-
nent solution for waterproofing, failing foundations, 
sinking concrete and nasty crawl spaces. FREE In-
spection & Same Day Estimate. $250 off ANY project 
with code GET250. Call 1-844-958-3431
 
THE BATHROOM of your dreams in as little as 1 day. 
Limited Time Offer - $1000 off or No Payments and 
No Interest for 18 months for customers who qualify. 
BCI Bath & Shower. Many options available. Quality 
materials & professional installation. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts Available. Call Today! 1-855-451-2244
 
VIVINT. SMART security. Professionally installed. 
One connected system for total peace of mind. FREE 
professional installation! Four FREE months of moni-
toring! Call now to customize your system. 1-833-776-
0423
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excellence and makes de-
cisions based on what is 
best for kids.
One teacher stated that 

they continue to learn 
from him. They were 
taught about being a 
leader, supervisor, and a 
leader within the commu-
nity. Another teacher in 
the district stated that he 
is a strategic thinker. He 
listens to opposing opin-
ions and every person’s 
viewpoints and needs. He 
gathers that information 
to either resolve issues or 
make decisions. In this 
same letter of recommen-
dation, this teacher says 
her godson was attend-
�L�Q�J�� �K�L�V�� �À�U�V�W���$�G�P�L�Q�L�V�W�U�D�W�R�U��
Days in Kearney and had 
the opportunity to hear her 
superintendent speak. His 
remarks were, “Wow, your 
superintendent is well re-
spected and is liked by his 
colleagues!” This speaks 
volumes for his respect in 
and out of his district.
From his colleagues, Mr. 

Heckenlively has helped 
me, mentored me and 
�J�X�L�G�H�G�� �P�H�� �À�J�X�U�D�W�L�Y�H�O�\��
and literally. 
This year was made 

�H�Y�H�Q���P�R�U�H���G�L�I�À�F�X�O�W���D�V���W�K�L�V��
year’s recipient not only 
serves on the committee 
but is also my Co-Chair 
and good friend.

Heckenlively 
named NE 

Rural 
Community 

School Assoc. 
Superintendent 

of the Year

The Atchison County 
U.S. Route 136 bridge 
over the Missouri River, 
near Brownville, Nebras-
ka, is scheduled to un-
dergo bridge washing as 
preventative maintenance 
at the beginning of next 
month. AAD Contract-
ing, Inc., working with 
the Missouri Department 
of Transportation, plans 
to complete the bridge 
washing Monday, April 1 
through Friday, April 5.
Crews will narrow the 

roadway to one lane with 
�Á�D�J�J�H�U�V�� �J�X�L�G�L�Q�J�� �W�U�D�I�À�F��
through the work zone.
All work is weather-per-

mitting, and schedules are 
subject to change.
Buckle up, keep your 

phone down, slow down 
and move over in work 
zones. Know before you 
go and check what work 
zones you might encoun-
ter at traveler.modot.org.  
While at modot.org, sign 

up online for work zone 
updates. Information is 
also available 24/7 at 
888-ASK-MODOT (275-
6636) or via social media.

Maintenance 
starting on MO 
River Bridge at 

Brownville 
next week

75 Years Ago, March 27, 1949 to April 2, 1949
About 300 people attended the annual 4-H Fun Feed at the Humboldt High School 

auditorium.
Mrs. Fritz Craig of Lincoln, president of the League of Women Voters of Nebraska, 

was a guest speaker at a meeting of the local organization at the library.
Simanton & Pence Greenhouse re-opened as the “Flower Shop” at 1500 Stone 

�6�W�U�H�H�W�����0�U�V�����)�U�D�Q�N���)�D�O�O�H�U���P�D�Q�D�J�H�G���W�K�H���V�W�R�U�H���D�Q�G���J�D�Y�H���D�Z�D�\�����������U�R�V�H�E�X�G�V���W�R���W�K�H���À�U�V�W��
500 women to visit the shop.

�7�K�H�� �5�L�F�K�D�U�G�V�R�Q�� �&�R�X�Q�W�\���9�H�W�H�U�D�Q�V�·�� �6�H�U�Y�L�F�H�� �2�I�À�F�H�� �P�D�G�H�� �D�S�S�U�R�[�L�P�D�W�H�O�\�� ������������ �F�R�Q-
tacts during 1948 and assisted in bringing an estimated $290,000 of federal money 
into the county.

The American Legion announced another big Fourth of July celebration at the mu-
nicipal airport. Guy R. Lockard was appointed the general chairman to put on the 
show and had already begun selecting committee members.

Due to the small attendance for the program scheduled to be given at Prichard Audi-
torium by the Rangers Quartet of WIBW, Topeka, Kansas, the performers refused to 
go on stage and the event was canceled.

Bill Farmer, Falls City High School basketball team captain and center, was named 
to the Lincoln paper’s third All-State team.

Falls City was set to host a dinner and program for between 800 and 1,000 Missouri 
�3�D�F�L�À�F���H�P�S�O�R�\�H�H�V���R�I���2�P�D�K�D���D�Q�G���1�R�U�W�K�H�U�Q���.�D�Q�V�D�V��

Falls City had 14 “On Sale” beer dispensaries which sold beer by the drink.
Miss Lucile Daniels, Falls City, won the singles handicap prize in the Women’s 

State Bowling Tourney in Grand Island.
Mrs. Roy Masonbrink of Stella was revealed as the choice for the title of “Outstand-

ing Homemaker among Richardson County Project Club Members.”
Ninety-three Richardson County schools received checks for their share in the annu-

�D�O���D�S�S�R�U�W�L�R�Q�P�H�Q�W���R�I���V�W�D�W�H���V�F�K�R�R�O���I�X�Q�G�V�����À�Q�H�V���O�L�F�H�Q�V�H�V���D�Q�G���L�Q�F�R�P�H���I�U�R�P���V�F�K�R�R�O���O�D�Q�G�V��
All 18 males enrolled at Honey Creek High School were out for track.
Nearly 400 people attended a program at Prichard Auditorium given by the Hasting 

College Choir.
The Salem school board accepted the resignations of Earl Moeller, who served as 

superintendent and coach the previous two years, and Wilbur Roesch from the prin-
cipal position. The following day, Roesch withdrew his resignation and was hired for 
the 1949-1950 school year.

�)�L�J�K�W�L�Q�J���W�K�H���H�O�H�P�H�Q�W�V���I�R�U���W�K�H���À�U�V�W���W�U�D�F�N���P�H�H�W���R�I���W�K�H���V�H�D�V�R�Q�����)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���V�F�R�U�H�G���������ô��
points to win the Hiawatha Triangular. FC won top honors in 11 of the 14 events.

Around 300 teenagers attended the party held by the Falls City American Legion 
Post. The group danced to music provided by the Bob Alton trio. Over 30 cases of 
pop, 450 hot dogs and 80 cheese sandwiches were consumed.

50 Years Ago, March 27, 1974 to April 2, 1974
Paul Butcher and Bob Stump, city engineer, were pictured on the site of the new 

highway to be constructed at the north edge of Falls City. The 1.1-mile project was set 
to last 110 days at a cost of $636,491.

The Senate and House agreed on the terms of a bill that would raise the minimum 
wage in stages from $1.60 to $2.30 per hour.

The Falls City golf team defeated Hiawatha to begin the 1974 season. Jim Schulen-
berg turned in the low score of the day with a 38.

Eddie Sutton resigned as the head basketball coach and athletic director at Creigh-
ton University.

Tony Harmon, son of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Harmon of Dawson, enlisted in the 
Marines and left to report to San Diego.

On Friday afternoon, electrical power was off for an hour in the downtown area. The 
high wind apparently slapped lines together and blew out a fuse.

Roger Schulenberg, 511 Fulton Street, was a new member of the Falls City Police 
Department. He was formerly employed by Commodore Corp.

Don Shafer, Tom Kopf, Roy Rieger and Loren Wissman placed second in the Dis-
trict 1 FFA Livestock Judging Contest south of DuBois.

�7�K�H���)�D�O�O�V���&�L�W�\���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O���5�H�D�G�H�U�·�V���7�K�H�D�W�H�U���*�U�R�X�S���Z�R�Q���À�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q���W�K�H���L�Q�W�H�U�S�U�H-
tation of drama at the state speech contest held at Kearney. Members of the group in-
cluded Sandy Appleoff, Bob Garrett, Bill Keeling, Doug Kirkendall, and Rick Martin.

An article by Jane Bryan explained the implementation of the Summer Rec program 
in Falls City. Bryan stated it began in the late 1950s when a woman asked Claire 
Hulbert, sports writer for the Journal, if something could be done to provide a base-
ball program for young boys in Falls City. From a $25 donation, the program grew to 
involve 450-500 youth by 1974.

Don Morehead, son of Mr. and Mrs. Marvin Morehead, was chosen to attend the 
1974 Boys’ State under the sponsorship of the Shubert American Legion.

25 Years Ago, March 27, 1999 to April 2, 1999
Louis Fritz embarked on conquering the Appalachian Trail, hoping to cover 16 miles 

per day while carrying a 50-pound backpack full of supplies. The 56-year-old Fritz 
began the 2,155-mile trek in Springer Mountain, Georgia.

Approximately 290 students in Don Hogue’s PE classes participated in the “Hoops 
�I�R�U�� �+�H�D�U�W�V�µ�� �S�U�R�J�U�D�P�� �W�R�� �E�H�Q�H�À�W�� �W�K�H�� �$�P�H�U�L�F�D�Q�� �+�H�D�U�W���$�V�V�R�F�L�D�W�L�R�Q���� �7�K�H�� �J�U�R�X�S�� �U�D�L�V�H�G��
nearly $1,300.

Top Ne #854 met at Christ Lutheran Church with the leader, Ruth Rannebeck, as 
hostess.

Ladies Day Bridge was held at the Country Club with Burdeen Prater and Marcella 
Hoban the committee in charge.

Falls City Chamber president Lori Gottula presented a plaque of appreciation to 
outgoing president Dana Rathje.

Cassie Gottula, daughter of Randy and Lori Gottula, won third place in the 7th and 
8th grade divisions of the District 1 Spelling Bee, which was held in York.
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tained under a lease-purchase agreement with the Baystona Financial Group.

Patrick R. McInteer of Falls City, a student at the University of Nebraska-Lincoln, 
received a 1999 Coca-Cola Scholarship from the Nebraska Poultry Industries.

Richardson County Hotshots who competed in the State 4-H Archery Champion-
ships in Hastings were Caleb Ramsey, Mitch Bletscher, Drew Chandler, David Goff, 
Lee Weaver, Luke Goff, Gabe Ramsey, Danny Goff, Andy Dunn, Abigail Stuckemey-
er and Amanda Stuckemeyer. 

The Irish track teams swept the Deane Indoor Track Meet in Crete. The Irish boys 
�V�F�R�U�H�G���������S�R�L�Q�W�V�����Z�K�L�O�H���W�K�H���/�D�G�\���,�U�L�V�K���À�Q�L�V�K�H�G���Z�L�W�K�����������I�R�U���À�U�V�W��

�7�K�H���+�X�P�E�R�O�G�W���+�L�J�K���6�F�K�R�R�O���-�D�]�]���%�D�Q�G�����G�L�U�H�F�W�H�G���E�\���6�D�U�D�K���9�R�O�N�H�U�����Z�R�Q���À�U�V�W���S�O�D�F�H���L�Q��
Class D at the Peru State College Jazz Band Festival.

The Girl Scouts held a lock-in at Prichard Auditorium, with over 170 youth attend-
ing the event. The girls played carnival games, enjoyed face painting, hot dogs, pop-
corn, and made balloon shapes.

A Falls City Middle School student was suspended for an entire year after being 
caught with a handgun and loaded clip at school.

Dwight and Lori Thompson were the parents of a son, Parker Joseph, born at Com-
munity Medical Center in Falls City. Parker was welcomed home by sisters Hannah 
and Kaitlin.

Michael Hillyard shot an even-par 35 at the FC Country Club to earn the honor of 
the Falls City Journal Athlete of the Week.

With plenty of jobs available in the area, thirteen local businesses advertised in the 
Journal’s “Help Wanted” section.
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business within the County 
Roads Department.      
The Board reviewed a re-

quest from Alan Rippe re-
garding improvements to 
the intersection of 707 Trail 
and 634 Ave that should be 
considered to ensure safe 
and reliable transportation 
of agricultural products. 
The Board will be review-
ing this request.  
Sheriff Hardesty updat-

ed the Board on business 
within Law Enforcement. 
He reported that 20 people 
are currently being held 
in the jail and that Deputy 
Novak has completed the 
training and received cer-
�W�L�À�F�D�W�L�R�Q���D�V���D���.�������K�D�Q�G�O�H�U������
Sheriff Hardesty reviewed 

with the Board the possi-
bility of hiring two depu-
ties as part-time and rec-
ommended that the County 
consider selling a vehicle 
deemed surplus, a 2019 
Ford Explorer vin#1FM-
5K8AR9KGA31992. The 
Board will review these 
items further at this week’s 
meeting.
Amanda Bartek-Ramsey, 

County Treasurer, present-
ed information on a postage 
machine available through 
Pitney Bowes and request-
ed permission to purchase 
it as the current machine 
being used will no longer 
be compatible with the 
service. There are two dif-
ferent options to obtain the 
new machine: 1) lease the 
�P�D�F�K�L�Q�H���I�R�U���À�Y�H���\�H�D�U�V���D�W���D��
cost of $3,730.80, which 
includes all maintenance; 
2) purchase the equipment 
with maintenance included 
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been determined to be at a 
cost of $3,437.52 with the 
possibility of maintenance 
service costs that could 
�L�Q�F�U�H�D�V�H�� �Z�L�W�K�L�Q�� �W�K�H�� �À�Y�H��
years. The Board will con-
sider this purchase further 
at this week’s meeting.  
County Assessor Kim 

Riggs was also in atten-
dance at this meeting.     
Kaytlyn Kennedy, Exten-

sion Educator met with the 
Board to further review the 
�V�D�O�D�U�\���R�I���W�K�H���R�I�À�F�H���F�O�H�U�L�F�D�O��
staff and requested that it 
be set at the same as oth-
er clerical positions within 
the County which range 
from $17.60/hour to ap-
prox. $20.00/hour.   
A motion was made by 

Sickel to approve a sala-
ry increase for the clerical 
staff position in the Coop-
erative Extension Service 
�2�I�À�F�H�� �D�W�� ���������������K�R�X�U�� �H�I-
fective March 18, 2024. 
The motion carried.  
EMA Director Brian 

Kirkendall presented to the 
Board a request to increase 
the wages of the radio-
logical response team and 
storm spotters.
A motion was made by 

Karas to approve the fol-
lowing wage increase for 
Emergency Management 
Specialist position one—
storm spotters at $12/hour 

Commissioners purchase 
new outdoor warning siren

and Emergency Manage-
ment Specialist position 
two—radiological team 
and storm spotters at $14/
hour effective March 20, 
2024. The motion carried. 
A motion was made by 

Sickel to approve the pur-
chase of an outdoor warn-
ing siren from Federal 
Signal Safety and Security 
Systems in the amount of 
$34,898.45 and to make ar-
rangements for installation 
with the City of Falls City 
to ensure that the entire 
area of the corporate lim-
its of Falls City is covered 
with the outdoor warning 
siren signal. The motion 
carried.   
The commissioners went 

into an executive session 
with special legal coun-
sel Jerry Pigsley at 10:42 
a.m. to review collective 
bargaining negotiations 
and protect the public in-
terest. The executive ses-
sion closed at 11:08 a.m. 
and returned to the regular 
meeting agenda.   
The Board reviewed the 

quotes that were received 
for some concrete repair 
work to be done around the 
Courthouse square which 
included a quote from 
Schawang Masonry, LLC 
for $15,843.00, a response 
from Campbell Construc-
tion in which it was indi-
cated they could not pro-
vide a quote at this time 
and another contractor was 
contacted but did not pro-
vide a response.  
A quote from Scha-

wang Masonry, LLC for 
$15,843.00 with the re-
pairs and improvements to 
be started in the next few 
weeks was approved.  
The Board will review 

this information at this 
week’s meeting as all the 
information is not yet read-
ily available. 
Payment of all claims 

submitted was approved.
The meeting was ad-

journed at 11:41 a.m. The 
Board will meet again at 
9:00 a.m. on Wednesday, 
March 27, 2024, in the 
Commissioner’s Meet-
ing Room, Courthouse, 
Falls City.   The agenda is 
kept current at the County 
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