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By Nikki McKim
The Humboldt City Council met on Tuesday, 

February 20, 2024, for their regular meeting. 
Public comments were held. There were no com-

ments at the time. 
The claims were approved and discussed. Coun-

cilperson Douglas said on the street claims that she 
would like to see gas and oil purchased in town if 
possible. Councilperson Wilhelm agreed. 

During the Treasurer’s report, the city clerk re-
ported that the auditors were in doing their field-
work. All fieldwork for this year’s audit is com-
plete. She followed up with the nursing home and 
they will make sure their audit will be complete to 
meet the city’s deadline of March 30. The city’s 
auditors are working on everything, and the city is 
hoping to hear back from them soon. 

Josh Chesnut with PeopleService reported to the 
Council. 

Chesnut said the water main break on January 
17 at 10th and Grand was a significant issue, but it 
was fixed on January 24 with one four-inch wrap 
from inventory. A replacement has been ordered. 
Two total water service shut-offs were performed. 
Three locates were performed; one was an emer-
gency. 

Chesnut received a call about the wastewater 
treatment plant and getting the muffin monster in-
stalled. It could be as early as February 22. 

The Library Board gave its annual report. They 
had six children’s programs with an average atten-
dance of 43, four adult programs with an average 
attendance of 45, and ten people volunteered for 
about 268 hours. They had 2,920 library visits. 

The library will be celebrating its 140th anniver-
sary, and they are hoping to do something to rec-
ognize it. Suggestions are welcome. 

The Council elected a president. Oehm nominat-
ed Jan Wilhelm for the position. After a vote with 
one nay from Lynch, Wilhelm was elected presi-

dent of the Council. 
Jaymie Nolte was elected to the Tree Board to fin-

ish Denise Koelsch’s term until December 2024. 
Charles Kagarise was appointed as a part-time 

maintenance person at $15.00 an hour for 20-24 
hours per week. Wilhelm asked that he possibly 
be paid $18 an hour with a review in three months 
due to his qualifications. 

Mayor Dettmer pointed out that the Council had 
voted for pay of $15 an hour for the maintenance 
position. Wilhelm said she was worried the city 
may lose Kagarise because he was very qualified.

The Mayor asked Kagarise, who was in atten-
dance if he planned to leave right away, and he 
said he did not plan on it. 

A request for authorization and approval to ac-
quire an engineer to receive repair plans for the 
city pool with the cost to be covered by the Com-
munity for the Pool Committee was discussed. 

Councilperson Oehm said the committee would 
like an engineer to finish “what we need to have 
done.”

Councilperson Lynch said she thought the Com-
munity for the Pool Committee already had an en-
gineer down. Oehm said he didn’t go in; he just 
“looked at it” and didn’t write anything up. 

Lynch said she didn’t know that. 
Councilperson Wilhelm said she thought the for-

mer Council Pool and Parks Committee, consist-
ing of Councilperson Lynch and Mayor Dettmer, 
had “five or six engineers here.” Wilhelm said she 
had not seen any of those reports.

Lynch said they had gone into extensive detail at 
previous meetings regarding the issues with the pool.

Mayor Dettmer said that a State Electrical Engi-
neer had been down.

“But you said you had an engineer down here 
before that in the summer,” said Wilhelm. 

“I had a personal friend,” said Lynch. 
Wilhelm said the Community for the Pool Com-

After investigation it’s revealed that Humboldt 
city pool was technically not condemned by state

Preparation is underway at 
the Office of the Richardson 
County Clerk for the Tues-
day, May 14, 2024, Primary 
Election.  These are the ap-
proaching deadlines for can-
didates and voters to remem-
ber.
Friday, 5:00 p.m., March 1, 

2024, is the non-incumbent 
filing deadline.  
A complete list of candidate 

filings on record at the Rich-
ardson County Clerk’s Office 
who will be considered for 
nomination at the Primary 
Election are listed below with 
the incumbents denoted with 
an *.  
County Commissioner Dis-

trict 2 seat is up for a 4-year 
term—Bob Campbell, Re-
publican, Rulo.  District 2 
serves the following pre-
cincts:  Falls City Ward 1, 
that portion of Falls City 
Ward 2 lying north of 21st 
Street, Arago/Barada, Jeffer-
son/Rulo and Falls City Ru-
ral/Ohio.  
County Commissioner Dis-

trict 3 seat is up for a 4-year 

term—Rick Karas*, Repub-
lican of Dawson and Ron E. 
Ramer, Republican of Shu-
bert.  District 3 serves the fol-
lowing precincts:  Humboldt 
Ward 1 and Humboldt Ward 
2, Franklin/Humboldt Rural/
Speiser, East Muddy, West 
Muddy/Porter, Grant/Nema-
ha, Liberty and Salem.
School Districts 56 and 70 

all have 3 positions up for 
election this year with up to 6 
candidates being considered 
for nomination at the May 14 
Primary Election to be voted 
upon at the November Gen-
eral Election.  Persons who 
have filed for these positions 
are:  School District 56 4-year 
term—June M. Bowers*;  
School 
District 70 4-year term—

Kyle Hilgenfeld*, Mike 
Kanel*, Leah M. Reyes* and 
Quentin Bowen.
The City of Falls City and 

the City of Humboldt have 
Council Member seats up 
for election to a 4-year term.   
Those persons filing for these 
positions are as follows:  City 

May 14 Primary 
Election information

Approximately 900 fans packed Prichard Au-
ditorium on Saturday night and were treated to a 
high-flying, action-packed evening. For the cost 
of a fast-food dinner, fans enjoyed nearly three 
and a half hours of professional wrestling at its 
very best. There was never a dull moment as the 
superstars from RUGGEDPro Wrestling risked 
life and limb to entertain fans from near and 
far. The evening began with a steel cage match, 
ended with a six-man ladder match, saw an ath-
lete fly off the south balcony, watched a local 

tag-team duo fall, cheered on many Falls City 
residents who competed in the 20-man Rugged 
Rumble and saw former WWE and WCW su-
perstar Chavo Guerrero Jr. win his match over 
the reigning champion by disqualification. 

Before exiting the squared circle, Guerrero 
addressed the crowd and thanked those in atten-
dance for their support. 

“Anytime somebody calls me and wants to 
bring me in for a show, you never know ex-
actly what to expect,” said Guerrero. “And look 

From the unreal to absurd, professional 
wrestling took over Prichard Auditorium

The Falls City Council met on Wednesday, February 21, 2024, for 
its regularly scheduled meeting at City Hall. Councilpersons Ley-
den, Fouraker, Ractliffe, Ferguson, Holle, Buckminster, Rhodd and 
Wisdom were present.
Minutes of the previous meeting, the agenda, claims from Febru-

ary 3-16 and the consent agenda were approved.
In the City Administrator’s report, Anthony Nussbaum informed 

the Council that incumbents in Wards 1, 2 and 3 did not re-file and 
the Council will have three openings available. The last day to file 
for the position is March 1, 2024.
During the Chief of Police report, Chief Baker noted that the Falls 

City Police Department would host the National Night Out on Au-
gust 6, 2024, at the Aquatic Center.
Councilperson Leyden struck the fourth item on the agenda off the 

list at Robin Ankrom’s request. The item, a discussion of the pos-
sible renovation of Prichard Auditorium, will be put on the agenda 
at a later date.
The Council approved, on an 8-0 vote, two projects for the 2020 

Owner-Occupied Rehabilitation Program as recommended by the 
Housing Board. The projects totaled $24,999.00 apiece and will be 
paid for through the OOR Grant from 2020. To date, 15 of the 18 
projects have been completed. 
The Council also approved, on an 8-0 vote, a resolution to estab-

lish an Ad-Hoc committee for the Rivoli Theater Project. Next, the 
Council approved Stephanie Bippes, Jenny Dunn, Kristi Simon, 
Alisha Sutton, Glenda von Behren, Lisa Hunzeker and Brian and 
Nikki McKim to the Rivoli Theater. 

City’s water system controls 
are due for an upgrade

  J Fowler puts former WWE/WCW Superstar Chavo Gurrero Jr. in a headlock Saturday night in front of 
a packed house at Prichard Auditorium. (Photo by Chelsie Alexander-see page 10 for more photos)



 Page 2						                                            Falls City Journal						                 Wednesday, February 28, 2024

Falls City Journal, LLC
www.fcjournal.net

SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION
Falls City or Mail Subscriptions within

50 Miles of Falls City - $50.00/yr & $32/six mo;
 50 to 150 miles away - $55.00/yr. & $34/six mo;
Over 150 miles away - $60.00/yr. & $37/six mo. 

E-Edition FREE with one year Subscription to Print Edition 
ONE PER HOUSEHOLD.

Subscription to ONLY the E-Edition ONLY $45.00/yr. 
www.fcjournal.net

U.S.P.S. 184-980
ISSN 1074-3480

1709 Stone St., Falls City, Neb. 68355
Phone (402) 245-2431

Fax (402) 245-4404

Combined with the Falls City Daily News
News Est. Jan. 1, 1875

Journal Est. Jan. 6, 1867
Falls City Journal, LLC Est. Sept. 1, 2017

STAFF DIRECTORY
Richard Halbert....................... Publisher

Ron Dodds................Backshop Foreman

Brian McKim. .............Managing Editor 
and Sports Editor.......brian@fcjournal.net

Nikki McKim......News releases, Legals, 
Classifieds, & Composition
...........................................nikki@fcjournal.net

Chelsie Alexander........Business Manager 
Subscriptions,  Ads....chelsie@fcjournal.net

Published Weekly on Wednesday 
Except Memorial Day, 
Independence Day, Labor Day, 
Thanksgiving Day, Christmas, 
New Year's-or otherwise stated, 
may be printed on a different 
weekday

Member of the Nebraska Press 
Association and, National 
Newspaper Association.

Postmaster: Send address change 
to: The Falls City Journal, 1709 
Stone St. Falls City, NE 68355

JournalFalls City

Monday: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM • Tuesday: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM
Wednesday: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM • Thursday: 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM

Friday: 8:30 AM to 1:00 PM
The Falls City Journal Office may close unexpectedly or 
early due to coverage of certain events, lack of staff due 

to illness, weather, or power outages.

STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: U.S. PRESIDENTS

DOWN
1. Campus drillers
2. One on a pedestal
3. Golfer’s warning
4. “Jeopardy” question, e.g.
5. Closet wood
6. ____ acid
7. Body between England and 
U.S.?
8. *President who spent the shortest 
time in office
9. Orator’s stand
10. Pampering establishments
11. J.M. Barrie’s Peter
13. Like hot lava
14. Short and plump
19. Endow
22. *WW2 Pres.
23. *Thomas Jefferson was his VP
24. “Thesaurus” author
25. Cut it out
26. Sound on Old MacDonald’s 
farm
27. Annoy a bedfellow
28. “Bravo! Bravo!” e.g.
29. Online reviews
32. Delivered by a mare
33. Hole punching tool
36. *a.k.a. Old Kinderhook
38. Danish money
40. Intelligent humor
41. Vomiting
44. Pressed beverage
46. Tap house
48. TV classic “_____’s Heroes”
49. Egg parts
50. Past tense of chide
51. Sand trap tool
52. Ill-mannered
53. Albany-Buffalo canal
54. Theater section
55. Russian ruler
56. #10 Down, sing.

ACROSS
1.Falling out
5. Bottle top
8. Door fastener
12. Shoe emanation?
13. Staff note
14. Home to Buccaneers
15. Actress Spelling
16. Thor’s father
17. Kidman’s husband
18. *He served two nonconsecutive 
presidential terms
20. *JFK and RFK’s relationship, 
abbr.
21. Foreword
22. J. Edgar Hoover Building org.
23. Pac-Man venue
26. Long and adventurous journey
30. Rudolph’s Clarice, e.g.
31. Like life, according to some
34. Is it enough?
35. Jalisco plant
37. As opposed to rent
38. Grassy mound
39. Flat-top hill
40. *W in George H. W. Bush
42. Nicki Minaj’s genre
43. Reusable painting pattern
45. Sacred songs
47. Horse control
48. Laughing predator
50. Gunk
52. *Nobel Peace Prize winning 
president
56. Social media button
57. Tangerine-grapefruit hybrid
58. Greek god of love
59. Cautious gambler
60. Trousers
61. Baltic capital
62. Port in Yemen
63. Follow ems
64. Not ever, poetically

Handing 
Out 

Property 
Tax Cuts? 
I’ll Take 

One
Capitol View

Nebraska Press 
Association

By: J.J. Schmidt

With the short session 
of the Nebraska Legis-
lature slightly more than 
half over, repeat after me: 
When it comes to taxa-
tion, it’s all about whose 
ox is getting gored.
The Governor wants a 

40 percent reduction in 
property taxes by the end 
of the year. I’m in! Cut 
me a check.
Sorry. That’s not how 

this works. The cuts will 
be made and somehow 
credited to your tax bill 
by the county, which will 
somehow find a way to 
use it up before you see it. 
Just watch.
Even more sorry. The 

state must pay for the 
cuts. That’s even dicier 
because the quick solu-
tion seems to be raising 
the sales tax and possibly 
adding sales tax to some 
previously exempt items.
Some critics say that’s 

unfair to poor people. I 
think they’re right! Open-
Sky Policy Institute and 
others have criticized the 
proposed sales tax in-
crease as regressive, say-
ing it would hurt the poor 
and people on fixed in-
comes disproportionately, 
including senior citizens.
U.S. Senator Pete Rick-

etts and the local chapter 
of Americans for Pros-
perity also oppose it. 
AFP-Nebraska and others 
have argued that a sales 
tax increase without hard 
spending caps on school 
districts and local govern-
ments would cost taxpay-
ers more and accomplish 
no meaningful change.
An AFP-Nebraska poll 

showed 70% of those re-
sponding opposed raising 
sales taxes to decrease 
property taxes.
Former state Senator 

turned State Treasurer 
Tom Briese told the Ne-
braska Examiner he sup-
ports “what Governor Pil-
len and Senator Lou Ann 
Linehan and the Revenue 
Committee are proposing 
here. Nebraskans deserve 
a fair and balanced tax 
structure, and they don’t 
have that now.”
It’s the old three-legged 

stool of Nebraska taxa-
tion – property, income, 
and sales taxes – that 
needs leveling according 
to Pillen and Briese. Pil-
len said Nebraska collects 
$4 billion to $5 billion a 
year in property taxes, $3 
billion a year in income 
taxes and $2 billion a year 
in sales taxes.
Briese cautions that if 

lawmakers hesitate or fail 
to make major systemic 
changes in the tax system, 
voters will back a petition 
drive for something like 
the EPIC consumption 

tax. Really? Is that dead 
fish still floating in the 
pond?
Senator Steve Erdman 

of Bayard has resurrect-
ed what was original-
ly known, decades ago, 
as the transaction tax. 
It would give the state a 
single source of tax reve-
nue collected every time 
a transaction is made. 
Exactly what purchases 
would be taxed – cars, 
equipment, food, real es-
tate -- is still a bit fuzzy. 
Nebraskans need to look 
at history (1966) when 
voters did away with all 
taxes leaving new Gov-
ernor Norbert Tiemann 
with the dilemma of how 
to fund state government. 
Not a happy time.
The Examiner reported 

that a recent poll con-
ducted for the Nebraska 
Association of County 
Officials found support 
from 65% of respondents 
to the question: “Would 
you support or oppose 
increasing the state sales 
tax rate by 1% in order to 
allow local governments 
to continue to provide im-
portant services?”
Meanwhile, a poll con-

ducted for the Holland 
Children’s Institute found 
a plurality of 45% of re-
spondents who opposed 
reducing “Nebraska’s 
state property taxes by 
raising state sales taxes 
from 5.5% to 6.5%.” In 
that poll, 43% of respon-
dents supported the idea.

Each poll interviewed 
500-600 Nebraska res-
idents and reported a 
margin of error between 
4 and 4.3 percent. Both 
polls found opposition to 
Pillen’s planned hard cap 
to prevent major increas-
es in spending by local 
government and schools.  
Chalk one up for Nebras-
kans’ support of local 
control.
The Legislature’s Rev-

enue Committee is craft-

ing the property tax pro-
posals during executive 
sessions. The Governor 
has said that he’s seeking 
a 40% reduction in prop-
erty taxes “if it takes till 
Christmas.”
That might be prophetic.

J.L. Schmidt has been 
covering Nebraska gov-
ernment and politics since 
1979. He has been a reg-
istered Independent for 20 
years.
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By Kelly Evans-Hullinger, MD
“I’ve got this cough that just won’t go away,” my pa-

tient says, and I know this story all too well. Chronic 
cough, a cough that lasts more than two months, is a 
common ailment which in most cases is benign. But 
for the patient it is both bothersome and worrisome.
If your cough has lasted for less than two months it 

may just be the residual effect of an upper respiratory 
infection. Dry cough after having one of many viruses 
can last for weeks and weeks, and the only cure is time.
In patients who do have chronic cough, my first task 

is taking a good history. Are or were they a heavy 
smoker? If so I will be more apt to rule out cancer and 
consider lung imaging. I will also be suspicious of 
chronic obstructive pulmonary disease (COPD) which 
can be diagnosed by breathing tests. But many of these 
patients have no or little smoking history so are at low 
risk for those things. Why are they coughing? I can 
think of a few common reasons.
Mild asthma often causes cough at nighttime, in the 

cold, or with activity; it isn’t always accompanied by 
wheezing. Simple breathing tests in the office can help 
us diagnose asthma, and it can be greatly helped with 
inhaled medications.
Postnasal drip is extremely common, and we have 

probably all experienced it with a cold or allergies. 
For patients who have this chronically, the mucous 
produced in the nose drains down the throat, causing 
irritation to the upper airway and an annoying cough. 
If this seems likely, I suggest the patient tries a steroid 
nasal spray every day for a month or two, and if that 
resolves the cough we have our answer.
Gastroesophageal reflux disease, or GERD, doesn’t 

always cause classic heartburn. As the stomach acid 
creeps up the esophagus, especially when lying flat at 
night, it can get high enough to irritate the upper air-
way and cause cough. As with post-nasal drip, some-
times we just try treating this ailment with an acid re-
ducing medication for a couple months to see if this 
cures the cough.
Finally, a commonly used type of medication can ac-

tually cause benign cough as a side effect. ACE inhibi-
tors like lisinopril are excellent drugs for hypertension 
and heart disease, but around 5-10% of people will get 
a dry cough with it. If so, the cough resolves when we 
stop the med.
Back to my patient. “Tell me more about your cough,” 

I say. “I’m confident we can figure out what is going 
on, even if it takes a little time.”
Kelly Evans-Hullinger, M.D. is part of The Prairie 

Doc® team of physicians and currently practices inter-
nal medicine in Brookings, South Dakota. Follow The 
Prairie Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org and on Facebook 
featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc® a medical 
Q&A show providing health information based on sci-
ence, built on trust, streaming live on Facebook most 
Thursdays at 7 p.m. central.  

“The Nagging 
Cough”
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�,�Q���W�K�H���À�Q�D�O���W�Z�R���V�H�F�R�Q�G�V�����D���E�X�F�N�H�W���E�\���F�H�Q�W�H�U���-�D�F�N���3�H�Q�Q�L�Q�J�W�R�Q���E�U�R�N�H���X�S���D���������������W�L�H����

�J�L�Y�L�Q�J���+�X�P�E�R�O�G�W���W�K�H���Z�L�Q���R�Y�H�U���7�D�E�O�H���5�R�F�N��
50 Years Ago, February 28, 1974 to March 5, 1974
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