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Falls City Care Center is thrilled to announce that it has received 
a 2024 Customer Experience Award from Pinnacle Quality Insight. 
This recognizes Falls City Care Center’s outstanding performance 
in Dining Service; Quality of Food; Communication from Facility; 
Response to Problems and Admission Process and solidifies their 
position in the top echelon of care providers nationwide.
Qualifying for the Pinnacle Customer Experience Award signifies 

that Falls City Care Center has consistently ranked within the top 
15% of care providers across the nation over the past 12 months. 
This achievement underscores their unwavering commitment to de-
livering exceptional experiences to residents and their families.
“Providing care is such a fulfilling profession and our team works 

well together and strives for excellence,” said Chris Young, Falls 
City Care Center Administrator. “To then be recognized by Pinnacle 
Quality Insight in a broad range of categories based on feedback 
from those we serve, is an even greater feeling. We appreciate the 
feedback we receive from our residents and their families.”
Throughout the year 2023, Falls City Care Center engaged resi-

dents and their families in monthly telephone interviews. These 
conversations included open-ended questions and ratings across 
various categories. Falls City Care Center used this feedback to 
drive continuous improvement in their care.

Falls City Care Center receives 
2024 Customer Experience Award 

from Pinnacle Quality Insight

The Falls City Public Schools Wall of Fame 
Steering Committee is seeking nominations for 
this year’s selection. The Wall of Fame is not to be 
confused with the Sports Hall of Fame, although 
outstanding athletes could be included in the nom-
inations. 

The Wall of Fame’s purpose is to honor and pre-
serve the history of those associated with the lo-
cal public school system, who have contributed 
meritorious service in their field. Photos and bi-
ographies of the 31 selected recipients appear just 
opposite to the main entrance to the high school. 
The honoree or honorees are chosen by a Selection 
Committee which is composed of persons repre-
senting different eras. 

The person or persons selected will be inducted 
into the Wall of Fame during the Falls City High 
School’s Annual Alumni Association’s dinner 
meeting at Prichard Auditorium on June 23. This 
is the twenty-second year for the Wall of Fame. A 
project started by the late Bob Ferguson and the 
late Rex Jones, members of the Class of 1948. 

Current members of the Wall of Fame include 
the following individuals: Inducted in 2003; Al-
ice Cleaver, Gil Dodds, John Falter, Marilyn Sch-

mechel, and Bill Schock. In 2004; Marian Downey 
and Ernest White. In 2005; Robert E. Ebel and 
Harry Hillyard. Inducted in 2006; Lloyd Hahn, in 
2007; Pee Wee Irwin, in 2008; Lanathan D. Camb-
lin. Inducted in 2009; Larry Stednitz, in 2010; Wil-
fred L “Will” Ebel, in 2011: Merle Bachman and 
Ernie 0. Thomas. Inducted in 2012; Allan Tubach, 
in 2013; Douglas and David Brennar, in 2014; Ed-
ward Lovick, in 2015; Richard Schock. Inducted 
in 2016; Dr. Moros L. Shubert, in 2017; Dr. Gay 
Gibson Cima, in 2018; Ronald David Bachman, 
in 2019; Kenneth Koehler. Inducted in 2020; Neal 
William Scheitel, in 2021; Robert L. Ferguson, 
in 2022; Ron Kelley and Henry W. Wulf, The in-
ductees of 2023 were Lawrence N. Ketter and Rex 
Jones.

Directors, Roger Lampe, Class of 1976, and Su-
san Findlay, Class of 1988 head the steering com-
mittee. Anyone interested in making a nomination 
for the Wall of Fame is encouraged to obtain the 
forms from Roger, phone 402-245-8207, or Susan 
phone 402-883-7667. The individuals previously 
nominated remain on the active list of the Selec-
tion Committee. The deadline for submitting nom-
inations this year is March 8, 2024.

Seeking nominees for Honor Wall 
at Falls City High School

Deadline March 8, 2024

By Brian McKim
The residents and staff at Jonesbrook Estates in 

Falls City have enjoyed the recent run by their 
favorite football team, the Kansas City Chiefs. 
In fact, they appreciated the Super Bowl champi-
ons’ success so much they agreed to do a choreo-
graphed “Chiefs Swag Surfin” routine and another 
to the song “Red Kingdom” by Tech N9ne. 

The seed was planted after a nursing home in 
Sedalia, Missouri, did something similar, hoping 
to reach 37,000 likes on Twitter. 

So, a sibling rivalry opened the door for Falls 
City’s newest sensations to show their enthusiasm 
for the Chiefs. 

Chiefs fan Kristi Simon, an LPN at Jonesbrook 
and sister Kelli Dean the Activity Director at 
Jonesbrook and an equally as passionate Raiders 
fan, made a bet, which Kelli lost. This lead Dean 
to take on the task of teaching the residents a dance 
routine for their favorite team. 

“She’s crazy,” said resident Doris Weaver when 
asked what she thought when Kelli first ap-
proached the group with the idea. 

After many sleep-deprived nights, Dean devised 

a routine for the group to learn, promising they 
would not only equal the results of the Missouri 
Nursing Home, but surpass it. 

“We’re not a nursing home; we’re assisted liv-
ing; they’re Missouri, we’re Nebraska. We’re go-
ing to get 37,001 likes,” Dean told the residents. 

Once Kelli informed the residents of her bet and 
that they would be part of it, they embraced the 
challenge. Dean was proud of the residents, say-
ing she received 100 percent participation from 
the group. 

“She won’t take no for an answer,” said resident 
Norma Werner. 

Practice for the big day began about one week 
before the group was filmed completing their rou-
tine. Each day, the group worked thirty minutes to 
an hour as they prepared for their big day. 

Dean started reaching out to people to borrow 
Chiefs hats and shirts. With everyone dressed in 
their best red and gold, lights flashing, and pom-
poms ready, the group attacked the routine with 
the vigor of Travis Kelce attacking a defensive 
back after a catch. The dining room, adorned with 
Chiefs memorabilia, looked more like the Power 

“Go big or go home;” the Golden Swaggers 
at Jonesbrook go all-out to support Chiefs

The Golden Swaggers

The regular meeting of the Rich-
ardson County Board of Com-
missioners was called to order 
by Chairman Caverzagie at 9:00 
a.m. on Wednesday, February 14, 
2024.  Roll call was answered by 
Karas, Sickel and Caverzagie.

Highway Superintendent, Steve 
Darveau, Jr. updated the Board 
on the maintenance being done 
on county roads and bridges. 
Darveau also reported that he is 
working with a company wanting 
to make significant improvements 
to a property located southeast of 
Humboldt and has inquired about 
making some improvements to 
the county road providing access 
to the property.   

Chairman Caverzagie presented 
the proof of publication for the 
public hearing for the One- & 
Six-Year Road Plan and declared 
opened at 9:15 a.m.  

Highway Superintendent, Steve 
Darveau, Jr. presented the plan for 
the One Year improvements and 
all the plans being planned for the 
next six years.  

No one commented from the 
public.  Chairman Caverzagie de-
clared the public hearing closed at 
9:25 a.m.  

A motion was made by Sickel to 
adopt the One- & Six-Year Road 
plan as presented at the public 
hearing.  Motion seconded by 
Karas. The motion carried.

Chief Deputy, Jeremiah Franks 

met with the Board and reported 
that there are 22 in the jail today.   
A proposed contract with School 
District #70 for a school resource 
officer was presented to the Board 
which will be considered at a later 
date. Patrol vehicle maintenance 
was reviewed.    

A motion was made by Caver-
zagie to approve the quote from 
Omnigo Software, LLC for soft-
ware to be used with preparing the 
Law Enforcement Center to begin 
doing the department dispatch-
ing for the amount of $24,943.42.  
Motion seconded by Karas and 
carried.

EMA Director, Brian Kirken-
dall presented to the Board an 
Interlocal Agreement regarding 
the Southeast Planning Exercise 
Training (PET) Region.  This 
agreement is to renew the interlo-
cal agreement that has been in 
place since 2008.  

A motion was made by Sickel to 
approve the interlocal agreement 
to create the Southeast Planning 
Exercise Training (PET) Region, 
a separate legal entity, to provide 
for cooperative public safety ser-
vices by and among the counties 
of Cass, Gage, Fillmore, Jeffer-
son, Johnson, Lancaster, Nemaha, 
Otoe, Pawnee, Richardson, Sa-
line, Seward, Thayer and York.  
Motion seconded by Caverzagie, 
the motion carried.

Mary L. Eickhoff, County Clerk 

Commissioners continue 
union negotiations
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STATEPOINT CROSSWORD
THEME: CLASSIC TOYS

DOWN
1. Duds or threads
2. Wildly
3. French Sudan after 1960
4. All thumbs
5. Marine gastropod
6. Coconut fiber
7. *Shedding-type card game
8. Tie in tennis
9. Shark’s provision
10. Part of cathedral
11. Work detail
12. “Stop!” to marchers
15. Correspondence friend (2 
words)
20. Make, as in a law
22. Edible type of grass
24. Complete payment (2 words)
25. *Banned lawn darts
26. Fully informed
27. Supreme Teutonic god
29. Get-out-of-jail money
31. Like Neverland boys
32. France’s longest river
33. Bid on a house, e.g.
34. *Certain gun ammo
36. “Best ____ schemes o’Mice an’ 
Men”
38. “La Vie en rose” singer
42. Counter seat
45. Flamethrower fuel
49. Party barrel
51. Swaddle
54. Type of puzzle
56. Words in song, sing.
57. Intersection of two arcs
58. Ascus, pl.
59. “____ after reading”
60. Switch’s partner
61. Get ready, for short
62. Comedian Carvey
63. Ford contemporary
64. Jumble
67. North American country

ACROSS
1. Sri Lankan language
6. Something to chew on, especial-
ly for cows
9. Mascara holder
13. Muscat resident
14. “____ Flew Over the Cuckoo’s 
Nest”
15. Father, colloquially
16. Jewish folklore creature
17. Debtor’s letters
18. Art class prop
19. *Barbie’s little sister
21. *____4 game
23. One less than jack
24. *____Frog educational toy
25. Nutcracker’s distinguishing 
feature
28. Taboo, alt. sp.
30. Cooking fat
35. Deserter’s acronym
37. President’s David
39. Shower accessory
40. Pro ____
41. Conical dwellings
43. Prep flour
44. *Thomas or Henry, e.g.
46. Law school test acronym
47. Genealogist’s creation
48. Maurice of “Where the Wild 
Things Are”
50. Flying saucers
52. Make mistakes
53. Chemically-induced curls
55. Harry Potter’s Hedwig
57. *Certain Patch
61. *Not real dough
65. Normal
66. Clingy seed container
68. ____-____-la
69. Theater curtain fabric
70. Put into service
71. Female deer, pl.
72. Pub offering
73. Goo on a trunk
74. What’s in your e-wallet?

Wait, 
what? 

Governor 
reverses 
stand on 

aid for kids
Capitol View

Nebraska Press 
Association

By: J.J. Schmidt

Wait, what? Governor 
Jim Pillen has reversed 
his opposition to a federal 
summer grocery program 
that would aid around 
150,000 children of 
low-income families.
Pillen succumbed to a lot 

of outside pressure from a 
bipartisan group of state 
lawmakers, a bill intro-
duced by one of them to 
request the aid and anoth-
er state senator who made 
it his priority to ensure it 
would be debated in the 
remaining days of the leg-
islative session. 
Back in December he 

proclaimed that he didn’t 
“believe in welfare.” That 
comment attracted local 
and national news media 
attention and raised the 
ire of state Sen. Jen Day 
of Gretna who introduced 
the bill. She said she had 
been a single mom at one 
time and remembers the 
pain of wondering from 
where food for her kids 
was going to come.
Pillen and state offi-

cials said the Summer 
EBT card with $120 in 
benefits, $40 per month 
for three months, will be 
paired with increased out-
reach in an effort to con-
nect low-income families 
with nutritional guides, 
summer programming for 
children and additional 
food aid.
Sen. Ray Aguilar of 

Grand Island, a Repub-
lican and the now lon-
gest-serving member in 
Nebraska’s Legislature, 
used his personal priority 
on the Day bill, increasing 
the chance it would be ad-
vanced to the floor of the 
Legislature and signal-
ing further conservative 
support for the program. 
During the public hear-
ing on the bill, 17 people 
testified in support of the 
bill, with an additional 
153 people submitting 
written comments in sup-
port of it. No one testified 
or submitted comments in 
opposition. 
In announcing his de-

cision, Pillen pointed to 
conversations with Agu-
ilar and other advocates 
— including a group of 
young adults who the 
governor met observing 
the state’s Supreme Court 
last week — who had 
challenged the governor 
on his position.
Kudos to his spin-doctor 

for comments reported in 
the Lincoln Journal Star 
newspaper. “Never in a 
gazillion years when I 
was 16 or 17 or 18 would 
I have thought of coming 
and putting forth a need 
to the governor or coming 
here to the Capitol,” Pil-
len said. “And so, I just 
can’t tell you how proud I 
am of those young people 
(and) how proud I am of 

their voice; making sure 
their voice was heard.”
But wait, it gets better. 

“This isn’t about me win-
ning,” he added. “This is 
about coming to the con-
clusion of what is best for 
our kids in Nebraska.”
Pillen said his adminis-

tration contacted the fed-
eral Ag Department last 
week to inquire about 
opting into the program, 
the deadline for which 
was Jan. 1. He said USDA 
officials were excited 
about Nebraska’s deci-
sion to join the program 
— and the state’s rollout 
of additional outreach 
efforts that will accom-
pany its implementation, 
which are meant to pro-
vide “touch points” that 
are important to Pillen.
Aguilar said the safe-

ty net offered by the 
$40-per-month aid al-
lowances “are important 
when you consider rural 
kids don’t have the net-
works of support that are 
available to some other 
areas of the state,” thank-
ing Pillen and the state 
Department of Health and 
Human Services for their 
willingness to implement 
the program.
Day said, “I truly don’t 

think it would have hap-
pened if we hadn’t con-
tinued to put pressure on 
him from the outside, in 
terms of phone calls and 
emails and engagement 
from Nebraskans them-
selves on how they truly 
felt about this program.”
Here’s hoping the gov-

ernor’s change of mind 
reflects a change of heart 
and not just a realization 
that Pillen Farms LLC 
received more than $1.5 
million in federal funds 
during the 
Covid pandemic alone. 

Or that a pork processor 
in Fremont in which he is 
heavily invested just re-
ceived a $25 million fed-
eral grant.
Now if he would just 

apologize to reporter 

Yanqi Xu for his com-
ments about a story on ni-
trate levels near his farms 
which he didn’t read be-
cause he said the writ-
er was obviously from 
“communist China.”
Now, that would be a 

change of heart!
J.L. Schmidt has been 

covering Nebraska gov-
ernment and politics since 
1979. He has been a reg-
istered Independent for 20 
years.
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By Andrew Ellsworth, MD
“No man is an island, entire of itself, every man is a 

piece of the continent, a part of the main.” This is the 
beginning of a poem from 1624. In it, the poet John 
Donne appreciates how humans are all connected. In-
deed, humans are social beings, and social connection 
is a factor in our health. 
We all know the importance of a healthy diet and ex-

ercise for our health. We are getting better at under-
standing the importance of mental health. One thing 
we do not discuss much, however, are the benefits of 
social connection. 
Our relationships with family, friends, people at work 

and in the community have a major impact on our 
health and well-being. Those who are socially con-
nected and have stable and supportive relationships 
can more easily make healthy choices and have better 
mental and physical health outcomes. Social connec-
tions can help us cope with stress, anxiety, depression, 
and hard times. Rates of most any disease are lower 
for those that feel a high sense of community. This in-
cludes lower rates of heart disease, strokes, dementia, 
depression, and anxiety. Social connection with others 
can improve sleep, decrease your risk of death, and re-
duce your risk of violence and suicide. 
Similarly, marriage decreases your risk of disease. 

While you may not need to get married to have a life-
long partner, the benefits of a long-term relationship 
are well established. Marriage has been found to help 
with lower rates of cancer, dementia, and increases 
your chances of surviving a heart attack. 
Loneliness is becoming more rampant even as cities 

grow larger and transportation faster. We seem to have 
everything right on our phones to keep us company. 
Somehow, despite all these advances in technology, or 
perhaps because of them, people can feel ever more 
isolated and alone.  
So how do we build community? How do we foster 

social connections? One way is to encourage face to 
face contact, to get people together. Schools, sporting 
events, churches, grocery stores, coffee shops, parks, 
concerts, festivals, and more all help to build commu-
nity. Civic organizations and volunteering can help 
foster social connections and help us find meaning 
and purpose. 
You can improve your social connections right now. 

You could call someone. You could consider going 
to a local basketball game, visiting someone alone 
in their home, or seek out a volunteer opportunity. 
When you increase your sense of social connection 
and community, you can improve your health. When 
you brighten up someone else’s day, you often bright-
en your own. 
John Donne’s famous poem “No Man is an Island” 

ends with a warning: “Any man’s death diminishes 
me, because I am involved in mankind. And therefore 
never send to know for whom the bell tolls; it tolls 
for thee.” 
Andrew Ellsworth, M.D. is part of The Prairie Doc® 

team of physicians and currently practices family med-
icine in Brookings, South Dakota. Follow The Prairie 
Doc® at www.prairiedoc.org and on Facebook and 
instagram featuring On Call with the Prairie Doc® 
a medical Q&A show celebrating its 22nd season of 
health information based on science, built on trust, 
streaming live on Facebook and SDPB most Thursdays 
at 7 p.m. central. 

No man 
is an 

island
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75-50-25 Years Ago

75 Years Ago, February 21, 1949 to February 27, 1949
Guy C. Lichty was chosen as president of the Falls City Council of Churches at a 

business session at the Methodist Church. Lichty succeeded Russell E. Dorr.
Retail prices of ten common foods, mainly meats, had fallen sharply in the last month. 

A survey showed that a mother cooking for a family of three could cook a breakfast 
of six eggs and a half-pound of bacon for about seven cents less than the month prior.
The Falls City Tigers dropped from 12th to 14th in the Lincoln Journal basketball 

ratings and the Humboldt Cardinals fell from 2nd to No. 7 in Class C.
Approximately 40 members of the Falls City Veterans of Foreign Wars and VFW 

Auxiliary posts attended the District 6 VFW convention in Nebraska City.
Betty Young posted a 769 to lead the 14 local women bowlers who went to Leaven-

worth to compete in the singles competition at the Ideal Recreation.
The appointment of Don Heinzelman, 29, as Second Ward Councilman was con-

firmed by the city council. Mayor Paul Zimmer made the appointment. Mr. Heinzel-
man was a partner in the Falls City Auto Supply and a veteran of four years of service 
in the Air Corps during World War II.
Approximately 300 Missouri Pacific employees and their guests gathered for the 

monthly Missouri Pacific Booster Club party at Prichard Auditorium.
Howard L. “Bud” Stickles, Falls City Country Club manager and golf pro, resigned 

from his position.
Joyce Windle, a Honey Creek High School senior, was elected to reign as the queen 

of the Honey Creek homecoming festivities.
Mr. and Mrs. Don Runyan announced the engagement of their daughter, Miss Nellie 

Marian Runyan, to Wayne Pfister, son of Mr. and Mrs. Mary Pfister of Powhattan, 
Kansas.
 A loaf of bread was 10 cents, Brooks vegetable soup was two cans for 25 cents and 

bacon was 49 cents per pound at Hinky Dinky in Falls City.
The former Jenne house and Redmon Apartments at 20th and Harlan were sold to 

Blanche E. Reeder of Sabetha for approximately $60,000. The Redmon building con-
tained 12 separate apartments and would be managed by Mrs. Reeder.
“Station West,” starring Dick Powell and Jane Greer, was showing at the Rivoli 

Theater.
Carter’s Café at 113 E. 16th Street urged people to “Break the tiresome monotony of 

eating at home” and come enjoy a fried chicken meal on Sundays.
Tom Burton, a student at Westminister College, arrived home to spend the weekend 

visiting his parents, Mr. and Mrs. M.U. Burton.
50 Years Ago, February 21, 1974 to February 27, 1974

The terrorist kidnappers of newspaper heiress Patricia Hearst sent a new communi-
cation to her family, apparently containing an additional demand of $4 million for the 
girl’s freedom. Her father, Randolph Hearst, had already mounted a $2-million food 
distribution program in an effort to win her release.
The editor of the Atlanta Constitution newspaper was kidnapped by a group calling 

itself the Revolutionary Army. Red Murphy left his home with a man who said he 
wanted to talk about a news story and never returned.
The Nebraska Legislature took action to ban smoking in public places such as the-

aters, elevators, libraries and art museums.
The county sent nine wrestlers to the state meet in Lincoln. Al Niehaus, Jeff Ramer, 

Dave Cudney, Ken Meinzer and Ed Harris from Falls City, Dave Palmer, Dan Hill 
and Bill Kerkow from Southeast Consolidated and Dennis Hayward of Humboldt 
competed for state titles.
Mayor M.O. Armbruster and at least two councilmen would not seek re-election in 

the May 14 election.
Rural Water District No. 2 opened bids for three construction projects at the city 

building with low bids totaling $665,135. The district would service customers north-
east, east and southwest of Falls City and obtain water from the Falls City Water Plant.
Cooper Nuclear Station achieved its first self-sustaining chain reaction in the nu-

clear reactor. The 800,000-kilowatt station was the largest nuclear-generating plant 
between the Mississippi River and the West Coast.
Peru State won the Nebraska College Conference wrestling tourney in Peru. Mark 

Jones, of Falls City and representing Kearney, took the 158-pound consolation deci-
sion over Bill Garriott of Wayne, 1-0.
Gerald Bangert, nine miles northeast of town, paid $73,00 or $912.50 per acre for an 

unimproved 80-acre tract belonging to the Ida L. Fritz estate.
Steve Kopetzky, representing American Legion Post 102 of Falls City, won first 

place in Tecumseh’s District 13 Oratorical contest.
Donny Weddle and David Kopetzky received the Child of God medals at Lincoln’s 

Cathedral of the Risen Christ. Bishop Glennon Patrick Flavin presented them.
The Journal’s first experience with offset production proved to be a nightmare. After 

coming in at their usual time Monday afternoon, the paper delivery boys reported 
back at 6:30 and then had to wait until the papers began to roll off the press at 10:15.

25 Years Ago, February 21, 1999 to February 27, 1999
Southeast Consolidated School inducted new members into the National Honor So-

ciety. New members included Jeremy Babb, Sara Musil, Becky Oetjen, Randy Mor-
ton, Christina Georges, Jill Haveman, Sarah James, Chasity Koch, Nathan Morton, 
Matthew Noah and Shannon Stemple.
Businessman Jim Hill, 73, of Falls City, a prominent community leader for over 45 

years, passed away.
State Senator Ron Raikes was pitted against Senator Floyd Vrtiska of Table Rock in 

a legislative chess match. Raikes was leading the charge to close Peru St. while Vrtis-
ka was introducing a bill to appropriate $6.5 million in state funds for the continued 
renovation and improvement of the campus. Raikes introduced a bill that would phase 
out students, with the school projected to close on January 1, 2004.
Charlie Radatz, owner and operator of KTNC Radio, reported that a large crowd 

attended the 17th Annual Farm & Home Show at Prichard Auditorium. Nearly 800 
persons registered at the door, making it one of the largest turnout in recent years.
The movie “Varsity Blues” starring James Van Der Beek, Ali Larter and Paul Walk-

er, was playing at the River Twin Cinema in Falls City.
The Oasis had a star-studded line-up for the folks of Falls City, including Elvis Pres-

ley, Marilyn Monroe, and Barbra Streisand impersonators.
Sac & Fox Casino celebrated its second anniversary, giving away $7,500 and a Car-

nival Cruise grand prize; second place received $1,500 and a cruise, and third place 
got a cruise.
Lincoln heavyweight boxer Ira Humm scored a first-round knockout of Robert John-

son to improve to 11-0.
Wedding announcements in the Journal included the upcoming May 14 nuptials of 

Jason McNeely and Molly McInteer.
The Falls City Tiger basketball team finished the season at 1-21 after a season-end-

ing loss to Syracuse, 88-37.
Dean Bogle and Charles Sandfort, both of Humboldt, were elected to the board of 

directors of the Kirkman’s Lakeview Golf Course Association.
Breadeauz Pizza had a “Beat the Clock” campaign stating that a customer paid the 

time on the clock when the pizza was ordered from 5 to 9—no limit on pizzas.
Dean Stevens and Bruce Zoeller of the Gamagrass Seed Company of Falls City ex-

hibited at a trade show in Omaha. The event attracted approximately 2,000 range and 
grassland experts from around the world.

 Two former Nebras-
ka prep coaches will be 
honored by being induct-
ed into the national high 
school coaching hall of 
fame.
National Hall of Fame: 

Mimi Ramsbottom, Elk-
horn South and Doug 
Goltz, Falls City Sacred 
Heart will be inducted into 
the National High School 
Coaching Hall Of Fame at 
the same NHSACA Con-
vention.  Hall of Fame 
ceremonies will take place 
in Bismark on July 25.
The National High 

School Athletic Coaches 
Association (NHSACA) 
and the Nebraska Coach-
es Association (NCA) an-
nounce the advancement 
of 12 coaches as finalists 
for the National High 
School Athletic Coach-
es Association national 
coach of the year. The 
nominations were based 

Doug Goltz to be inducted into 
National Hall Of Fame

and Light District in Kansas City than a 
dining hall in Falls City, Nebraska. 

“I’m always trying to come up with dif-
ferent ways to get everyone involved,” 
said Dean. “To get everyone down and get 
everybody involved in it; I have to give a 
variety of activities to get everybody in-
volved, to make it fun, loud and onery. 
They know I’m crazy.” 

The “Jonesbrook Golden Swaggers” 
hope to catch the attention of the Chiefs 
and maybe get a shoutout from their fa-
vorite Chiefs, which seem to be Patrick 
Mahomes and Travis Kelce.

“The ultimate goal, we always say is, go 
big or go home,” said Dean. “We want the 
Chiefs to come here and see us. We want 
this to go so viral that the Chiefs get it 
and come down here and give us all au-
tographs.”

Even resident Charlie Radatz, an avid 
Green Bay Packers fan, stepped up to the 
plate and donned a Kansas City shirt and 
cap for the routine. 

Marilyn McKinsey, one of the most pas-
sionate Chiefs fans in the group, has her 
door adorned with a picture of her favorite 
player, Travis Kelce. 

“The whole team is A1,” said Paul 
Benitz. 

When the subject of Taylor Swift and 
Travis Kelce was brought up, the group 

unanimously agreed not to discuss it. 
“I never did care for her and really don’t 

now,” said Doris Weaver. “I never listened 
to her songs; I just couldn’t get past that 
red lipstick.” 

The group enjoyed the week leading up 
to the routine but wasn’t taking credit for 
any of it. 

“I think it all relates to Kelli,” said 
Benitz. “She’s done so much for all of us, 
we couldn’t say no. She does an excellent 
job.” 

The residents agreed that the routine 
did wonders for limbering their arms and 
shoulders. 

“My arms and shoulders, arthritis and 
stuff, it really helped me,” said Benitz. 

“It gets us out of our room,” said McK-
insey. 

When asked for last-minute predictions 
prior to the Super Bowl outcome, Werner 
said without hesitation, “Sure, the Chiefs, 
no doubt—14-0.” 

You can view the routine on the Jones-
brook Facebook page or the Journal Face-
book page; be sure to share it with friends 
and family. As of Monday morning the 
video is at 13,500 views.

Since the Chiefs are yet again World 
Champions, maybe an encore is in order 
for the Golden Swaggers; stay tuned.

“Go big or go home;” the Golden 
Swaggers at Jonesbrook go

all-out to support Chiefs 

Kelli Dean leads the Golden Swaggers in preparation of their big debut.

on each coach’s career 
accomplishments through 
the 2022-23 athletic sea-
sons (not retired more 
than two years prior). 
Doug Woodard, Boys 

Basketball, Bellevue 
West; Shane Fruit, Boys 
Cross Country, Ogallala; 
Dave Sellon, Boys Track 
and Field, Fremont; Mark 
Brahmer, Football, Pierce; 
Joydene McCarville, 
Girls, Assistant Sidney; 
Brian Kabourek, Girls 
Cross Country, Lincoln 
East; Kevin Schrad, Girls 
Track and Field, Lincoln 
Southwest; Jacque Te-
vis-Butler, Soccer, Mil-
lard West; Andrea Feltz, 
Special Sports - Dance, 
Millard North; Troy 
Saulsbury, Tennis, Kear-
ney; Jake Moore, Volley-
ball, Omaha Marian; Ed 
Schaaf, Wrestling, Broken 
Bow.
All Nebraska coaches 

were nominated for this 
national honor by the 
Nebraska Coaches Asso-
ciation.  The selection is 
based on the following: 
career longevity, service to 
high school athletics, hon-
ors, championship years, 
and winning percentage. 
The nominees and finalists 
are evaluated by experts in 
the field of coaching using 
sport-specific rubrics to 
assign points in each cat-
egory. NHSACA is the 
oldest coaches association 
in the nation formed by 
coaches, for coaches, and 
has been recognizing na-
tional coaches of the year 
since 1978.




